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EDITORIAL. 

STAND     FOR     THE     RIQHT. 

Stand  for  the  right ; 
No  good  thing  is  failure, 
And  no  evil  thing  success. 

From  the  Chair  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley  made  a  statement  which  we  heartily 
endorse — and  which  will  be  endorsed  by  all 
nurses  who  appreciate  the  importance  of  the 
dignity  of  their  profession — that  he  hoped  a 
time  would  come  when  a  trained  nurse  would 
be  in  the  position  he  was  that  day  occupying — 
i.e.,  giving  them  a  report,  as  Chairman,  of  the 
doings  of  the  College  at  an  Annual  Meeting. 

The  College  now  claims  a  membership  of 
some  2i,ooo  nurses;  if  amongst  that  number 
there  is  not  one  capable  of  acting  as  its  Chair- 
man it  must  be  singularly  unfortunate  in  its 
members.  We  cannot  believe  that  they  could 
not  find  a  Chairman  within  their  own  ranks, 
and  we  hope  that  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  may, 
before  long,  see  his  hopes  materialise. 

Nursies  have  now  been  granted  by  Parlia- 
ment the  legal  status  for  which  so  many  of 
their  number  worked  devotedly  for  many  years 
before  the  College  of  Nursing  was  founded, 
when  the  battle  was  practically  won.  Like 
other  professions,  if  that  of  nursing  is  to  pro- 
gress it  must  do  so  along  self-governing  lines. 
The  life  of  any  individual,  profession,  or  nation 
which  is  worth  living  is  founded  on  self- 
reliance,  self-help,  and  self-respect ;  they  are 
the  qualities  which  have  gained  for  the  British 
nation  its  position  in  the  world,  and  by  which 
it  will  stand  or  fall. 

Just  so  far  as  they  characterise  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  Nursing  Profession, 
and  its  organisations,  will  that  profession  be 
honoured ;  just  so  far  as  nurses  barter  these 
essentials  for  any  apparent  temporary  good 
whatsoever,  will  their  influence,  their  position. 


in  the  body  politic,  decline  in  real  value.  Thercr 
fore,  the  best  thing  that  those  who  desire  to 
befriend  nurses  can  do  is  to  help  them  to  help 
themselves. 

That  is  why  those  nurses  who  appreciate 
the  fundamental  importance  of  self-govern- 
ment in  their  professional  organisations,  and 
their  governing  body,  set  their  faces  like  a  flint 
against  all  forms  of  patronage,  against  all 
attempts  to  deprive  them  of  the  priceless  right 
of  self-determination.  That  is  why  they  claim 
that  official  positions  in  professional  societies, 
and  in'  the  General  Nursing  Councils,  should 
be  filled  by  registered  nurses,  and  they  further 
believe  that  such  positions  cannot  adequately 
be  filled  by  anyone  who  is  not  a  member  of 
their  profession. 

So  they  take  up  the  position  defined  in  the 
lines  at  the  head  of  this  article,  "  Stand  for 
the  right."  Believing,  to  the  bottom  of  their 
souls,  that  the  future  welfare  of  their  profes- 
sion depends  upon  its  control  of  its  own  affairs, 
they  steadfastly  proclaim  this  belief,  and  en- 
deavour, with  all  their  power,  to  translate  it 
into  fact.  Organisation  along  these  lines  may 
be  slow,  but  "  no  good  thing  is  failure,  and 
no  evil  thing  success." 

There  are  many  members  of  the  Nursing 
Profession  to-day  who  realise  the  vital  import- 
ance of  the  views  we  have  put  forward,  and 
on  them  depends  its  future  welfare.  The  few 
who  think,  who  put  the  well-being  of  their 
profession  before  self-interest  and  personal 
advantage,  who  are  prepared  to  make  sacri- 
fices for  it  when  the  position  demands  such 
sacrifices,  are  those  whose  work  will  eventually 
have  a  deep  and  permanent  influence. 

The  way  may  be  rough,  the  gate  narrow, 
for  history  proves  that  the  demand  of  the 
worker  for  emancipation  has  always  been  most 
strenuously  opposed,  but  it  is  the  only  entrance 
to  the  promised  land. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

WHAT    DO    YOU    UNDERSTAND    BY     ENDOCARDITIS? 

WHAT    ARE    THE    EARLY    AND    LATER    SYMPTOMS? 

WHAT   ARE  THE   CHIEF  NURSING  POINTS? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awardingf  the  prize  this 
week  tO'  Miss  E.  A.  Noblett,  London  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street,  Lon- 
don, W.C.I. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

By  endocarditis  is  meant  inflammation  of 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  interior  of  the 
heart.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  in- 
flammation involves  chiefly  the  endocardium 
of  the  valves.  The  term  "valvulitis"  is 
applied  to  endocarditis  of  the  valves,  while 
inflammation  of  the  endocardium  lining  the 
cavities  of  the  heart  is  referred  to  as  *'  mural 
endocarditis."  The  surface  of  the  valves  next 
the  blood-stream,  viz.,  the  ventricular  surface 
of  the  auriculo-ventricular  valves,  is  affected. 
In  adults  the  left  side  of  the  heart  is  far  more 
commonly  affected  than  the  right — the  mitral 
valve  being  more  frequently  attacked  than  the 
aortic;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  during*  foetal 
life  the  opposite  is  the  case.  Some  degree  of 
myocarditis  is  probably  always  present  with 
endocarditis. 

Endocarditis  may  be  acute  or  chronic.  The 
acute  form  is  divided  into^  (a)  simple  or  benign  ; 
(b)  ulcerative,  malignant,  or  infective. 

Acute  simple  endocarditis  occurs  most  com- 
monly in  childhood  and  adolescence,  and  is 
rarely,  if  ever,  a  primary  disease.  Acute 
rheumatism  is  responsible  for  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  the  onset  of  endocarditis 
occurring  usually  .about  the  end  of  the  first 
week.  It  often  occurs  in  a  sub-acute  and  in- 
sidious form.  There  is  not  infrequently  a  total 
absence  of  subjective  symptoms,  or,  when 
present,  they  are  often  marked  by  other  mani- 
festations of  the  causiai  infection.  Sometimes 
the  onset  is  accompanied  by  a  rise  of  tem- 
perature above  that  already  existing-;  this  in- 
creased pyrexia  is  usually  not  marked,  but 
occasionally  there  is  a  sharp  rise  of  tempera- 
ture. There  may  be  toxic  rashes  in  the  form 
of  urticarial  erythema,  erythema  multiforme, 
and  erythema  nodosum.  The  patient  may 
suffer  from  palpitation,  mild  or  severe; 
dyspnoea  and  praecordial  distress  may  be  also 
present,  the  former  being  usually  not  pro- 
nounced, while  the  latter  generally  takes  the 
form  of  an  uncomfortable  feeling  in  the  prae- 
cordium  not  amounting  to  actual  pain.  In 
cases  of  severe  carditis,  however,  in  which 
great  and  rapid  dilatation  occurs,  symptoms 
of  marked  cardiac  failure  may  be  present  even 
at    the   onsiet   of   the    illness.      The   pulse    is 


usually  increased  in  frequency,  and  is  in  some 
cases  irregular. 

Fragments  may  become  detached  from  the 
affected  valves,  be  carried  by  the  blood  to 
remote  parts,  and  ultimately  become  impacted 
in  a  vessel ;  this  process  is  known  as  embolisin, 
and  the  impacted  fragment  as  an  embolus. 

In  ulcerative  endocarditis  the  left  side  of  the 
heart  is  more  commonly  affected  than  the 
right ;  the  mode  of  onset  and  symptoms  are 
very  varied.  Usually  there  is  pyrexia,  or  the 
degree  of  pyrexia  increases,  the  type  of  tem- 
perature also  becoming  altered.  The  pyrexia 
is  most  commonly  of  the  irregular  remittent 
type,  but  may  be  intermittent,  or  high  and 
continued.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  patient 
also  suffers  from  rigors,  followed  by  profuse 
sweating.  Sweatings,  however,  may  occur 
without  the  existence  of  rigors.  The  patient 
may  complain  of  pains  in  the  limbs  or  back, 
and  as  the  case  progresses  there  is  an  increas- 
ing degree  of  general  weakness,  loss  of  flesh, 
and  profound  anaemia.  Septic  embolism  is  of 
frequent  occurrence,  as  also  is  albuminuria, 
while  evidence  of  nephritis  is  not  uncommon. 
In  the  advanced  stages  low  delirium  not  in- 
frequently sets  in,  and  ultimately  the  patient 
may  become  completely  comatose. 

Treatment. — Absolute  rest  in  bed  is  the  first 
essential.  The  teeth  should  receive  careful 
attention,  and  if  pyorrhoea  alveolaris  be  present 
it  should  be  treated.  The  diet  should  be  fluid 
and  liberal  in  amount  at  first,  and  then  light, 
small  in  bulk,  yet  highly  nutritious  and  prefer- 
ably solid.  The  daily  amount  of  fluid  should 
be  restricted  to  two.  pints.  The  patient  should 
remain  in  the  recumbent  posture  for  at  least 
a  month  after  the  fever  has  subsided.  During 
this  time  he  should  on  no  account  be  allowed 
to  sit  upright  in  bed,  or  to.  get  out  of  bed. 
Afterwards  the  amount  of  exertion  should  be 
most  carefully  graduated. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  J.  D.  I.  Waugh,  Miss 
Henrietta  Ballard,  Miss  P.  Thomson. 

Miss  Waugh  writes  : — Subcutaneous  injec- 
tion of  an  autogenous  vaccine — if  the  organism 
can  be  detected  in  the  blood^ — sometimes  yields 
good  results  in  the  malignant  type ;  and  in 
benign  endocarditis  associated  with  rheuma- 
tism a  course  of  sodium  salicylate,  in  combina- 
tion with  sodium  bicarbonate  and  potassinm 
iodide,  may  be  ordered. 

QUESTION  FOR    NEXT   WEEK. 

What  is  aneurysm  of  the  aorta?  Mention 
the  principal  sym.ptoms.  State  the  general 
mode  of  treatment  and  management. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


We  convey  to  Lady  Wilson  in  her  tragic 
bereavement  the  respectful  sympathy  of  many 
loyal  members  of  the  Nursing-  Profession,  who 
grieve  with  her  in  the  irreparable  loss  she  has 
sustained  by  the  ruthless  assassination  of  her 
great  and  noble  husband.  In  these  degenerate 
days  the  Nation  can  ill  spare  the  services  of  its 
illustrious  and  patriotic  sons. 

Nurses  placed  their  tribute  of  esteem  on  the 
little  black  platform  in  St.  Paul's,  on  which 
rested,  draped  with  the  Union  Jack  he  loved, 
the  coffin  of  the  great  Field  Marshal  Sir  Henry 
Wilson,  before  it  was  reverently  lowered  to 
its  place  of  rest  and  honour  in  the  Crypt,  with 
Roberts  on  the  left  hand  and  Wolseley  on  the 
right,  in  the  quiet  Valhalla,  where  Nelson  and 
Wellington  sleep  near  by.  Heroes  all,  beloved 
and  remembered  of  the  people  for  all  time. 


There  was  a  large  gathering  of  the  clans 
at  the  party  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  on  the 
2ist  ult.,  for  which  the  members  of  the  Night- 
ingale Training  School  had  issued  invitations 
"  to  have  the  honour  of  meeting  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. " 
The  disappointment  of  the  afternoon  was  that 
owing  to  the  arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
the  Duke  of  Connaught  wasi  unable  to  be  pre- 
sent, his  place  being  taken  by  Sir  George 
Makins. 

The  guests  were  received  by  the  Matron, 
Miss  A.  Lloyd-Still,  R.R.C.,  and  the  Home 
Sister,  and,  as  usual,  the  corridor  and  the 
wards  were  beautifully  decorated.  Tea  and 
ices  v.^ere  served  in  the  Home,  on  the  lawn, 
and  on  the  Terrace,  and,  as  the  afternoon  was 
bright  and  sunny,  the  sparkling  River  looked 
itsi  best.  Many  "Nightingales"  who  had 
not  met  for  years  renewed  old  friendships,  and 
the  function  was  very  enjoyable. 


The  Cowdray  Club  in  Cavendish  Square  for 
nurses  and  other  professional  women  was 
opened  by  Lady  Cowdray  on  Thursday,  June 
22nd ;  it  should  meet  a  need  for  women 
workers  whose  salaries  are  limited — as  those 
of  nurses  are — as  the  subscription  is  very 
reasonable.  Richer  women  may  be  members 
by  paying  a  double  subscription,  an  economic 
arrangement  which  is  not  to  our  taste,  but 
apparently  the  nursing  profession  has  now 
become  inured  to  charity  and  patronag-e  since 
the  campaign  for  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses 
was  inaugurated  by  Lady  Cowdray. 


Association  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  the  sub- 
scription to  which  is  less.  The  United  Nursing 
Services  Club,  Ltd.,  34,  Cavendish  Square, 
W.,  was  founded  and  is  supported  by  the 
Nursing  Naval  and  Military  Services,  and  is, 
we  hear,  very  well  run.  It  is  founded  on  a 
self-supporting  basis. 


After  the  opening-  of  the  Cowdray  Club  the 
foundation-stone  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  was  laid  by  Lady  Cowdray,  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley,  the  Chairman,  presiding.  It  is  to  be 
erected  on  ground  at  the  back  of  the  Club, 
and  the  top  floors  to  be  utilised  for  bedrooms 
for  the  members. 


It  is  now  upwards  of  thirty  years  since  we 
advocated  a  College  of  Nurses  for  professional 
educational  purposes — ^^an  academic  institution 
on  the  lines  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  if  a  College  which 
deals  .with  social,  political,  and  economic 
affairs  will  carry  out  its  educational  service  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  profession. 


The  National  Association  for  the  Prevention 
of  Infant  Mortality  and  National  Baby  Week 
Council  will  hold  a  series  of  Conferences,  a 
Mass  Meeting",  and  Lectures,  on  July  3rd,  4th, 
and  5th,  at  Carnegie  House,  117,  Piccadilly, 
London,  and  visits  to  institutions  have  also 
been  arranged.  The  PrO'gramme,  which  teems 
with  interesting  matters,  can  be  procured  from 
the  Hon.  Secretary  at  the  above  address. 
Nurses,  especially  those  engaged  in  health 
work,  should  greatly  benefit  from  attending 
the  Conferences. 


Nurses  who  prefer  to  pay  as  they  go  can 
do  so   by   joining   the    Royal    British   Nurses' 


Miss  E.  M.  Cordell,  Matron  of  St.  Mary, 
Islington,  Infirmary,  Highgate,  asks  us  to 
make  known  that  the  staff  of  the  Infirmary 
feel  that  there  should  be  some  permanent 
record  of  the  long  and  faithful  public  service 
of  the  late  Dr.  A.  H.  Robinson,  for  22  yeiars 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Infirmary, 
whose  death  occurred  on  May  31st  after  a  few 
days'  illness.  Dr.  Robinson  was  widely  known 
throughout  the  Nursing  Service,  and  during 
the  whole  of  his  career  always  displayed  great 
interest  in  the  nurses  under  his  control.  It  is 
proposed  to  erect  a  suitable  memorial  over  the 
family  grave  in  which  he  was  interred  in  High- 
gate  Cemetery.  Miss  Cordell  feels  sure  that 
many  nurses  would  like  to  subscribe  to  this 
memorial,  and  will  be  very  glad  to  receive  any 
donations  tO'  the  Memorial  Fund. 
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The  Professional  Classes  Aid  Council,  251, 
Brompton  Road,  S.W.3,  which  did  good  work 
during-  the  war,  and,  it  will  be  remembered, 
organised  two  maternity  homes  for  the  pro- 
fessional classes,  is  now  compelled,  owing  to 
lack  of  funds,  to  refuse  applications  for  assist- 
ance with  the  education  of  children,  grants  in 
illness  and  convalescence,  and  other  forms  of 
help.  Donations  to  hdpi  fellow  professional 
men  and  women  in  their  need  will  be  very 
welcome.  

The  eighth  annual  garden  party  of  the  Isle- 
worth  Nurses'  League  will  be  held  in  the  Hos- 
pital Grounds  on  July  ist,  at  3  p.m.,  when  the 
Matron  will  be  delighted  to  welcome  all  the 
old  nurses,  who,  no  doubt,  will  be  delighted 
to  attend.  

Sheffield  Queen  Victoria  District  Nursing 
Association  has  just  held  its  house-to-house 
collection  of  funds.  Last  year  ;^8c>o  was 
given,  and  it  is  hoped  this  year's  collection 
may  amount  to  ;^i,ooo.  A  penny  per  head  of 
the  population  would  give  a  total  much  in 
excess  of  that.  There  is  urgent  need  for  four 
additional  nurses,  but  it  is  impossible  to 
appoint  them  for  lack  of  funds. 


ideas  and   methods,   which  are  still  quite  de 
rigeur  where  nurses  are  concerned. 


The  nurse  who  is  reported  to  have  gone 
through  a  "  Scotch  "  marriage  with  a  young 
officer  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Dundee,  in  1914, 
before  two  witnesses  of  whom  she  knew 
nothing,  and  now  that  she  is  a  widow  wishes 
to  prove  the  validity  of  the  contract,  is  natur- 
ally finding  difficulty  in  doing  so.  Marriage 
is  too  serious  a  m.atter  to  be  treated  in  this 
irresponsible  manner.  We  doubt  if  those  wit- 
nesises  are  likely  to  turn  up. 


We  are  g-lad  to  note  that  at  last  nurses  in 
Australia  appeair  to  be  waking  up  to  the 
necessity  for  State  Registration.  For  years 
they  have  had  a  voluntary  system,  practically 
controlled  by  doctors,  and  it  is  not  upnto-date. 
The  hoursi  in  public  and  private  hospitals  are 
too  long,  and  a  great  spirit  of  unrest  is  the 
consequence.  The  training  sichooJsi  in  Aus- 
tralia, as  at  home,  have  for  many  years 
opposed  a  StateHcontrolled  system ;  and  even 
now  we  halve  got  it,  it  will  take  Registered 
Nurses  years  to  attain  to  the  honourable  posi- 
tion of  a  self-governed  profession  such  as 
men's  professions  are.  We  have  at  present 
with  us  all  the  incurable  and  chronic  "  antis  " 
who  have  no  faith  in,  or  sympathy  for,  an 
independent  nursing  profession.  But,  praise 
be,  they  will  die  out  in  a  few  decades,  and  we 
shall  then  have  a  chance  to  breathe  and  grow, 
if  we  firmly  refuse  to  submit  to  mid-Victorian 


The  American  Nurs.es'  Association  is  hold- 
ing its  bi-annual  Convention  at  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington, U.S.A.,  this  week.  A  most  compre- 
hensive programme  will  be  discussed,  and 
nurses  are  attending  from  all  over  the  States 
and  from  Canada.  Would  that  we  could  have 
accepted  the  cordial  invitation  received. 


The  sad  death  occurred  recently  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Jersey,  of  a  probationary 
nurse,  Miss  Lily  Emily  Wood,  who  threw  her- 
self out  of  a  window  and  died  from  the  injuries 
sustained.  She  had  only  arrived  at  the  hos- 
pital on  June  7th,  and  the  Acting  Matron  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  she  was  on  the  verge  of 
a  breakdown,  though  she  did  not  think  she 
needed  watching.  It  was  decided  to  send  her 
home  with  an  escort.  The  night  report  on  the 
night  before  her  death  shoaved  that  she  was 
restless,  and  did  not  sleep  though  she  had  had 
a  sleeping  draught. 

Dr.  Farmer,  at  the  inquest,  stated  that  they 
might  have  put  a  nurse  in  charge  of  her,  but 
they  were  up  against  the  shortage  of  nurses. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Suicide  whilst 
of  unsound  mind,"  and  regretted  that  the  con- 
ditions which  obtain  at  the  hospital  did  not 
permit  of  giving  effect  to  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  as  shown  in  the  night  report. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 

The  Report  of  the  National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses  (38,  Parliament  Street,  Whitehall,  S.W.i), 
1921-1922,  just  issued,  of  which  Miss  H.  L.  Pearse 
is  President,  shows  that  its  activities  have  been 
well  maintained,  and  the  Hon.  Treasurer  is  able 
to  show  a  balance  in  hand  of  ;^9g  9s.  yd.  at  the  end 
of  the  financial  year,  and  she  also  reports  that 
the  invested  stock  has  improved  in  value.  The 
work  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  has  been 
closely  watched,  and  action  taken  in  regard  to 
proposals  inimical  to  the  nurses'  interests.  The 
report  states  "  it  is  only  by  constant  and  careful 
watching  that  nurses'  interests  can  be  safeguarded." 

The  following  Resolution  has  been  sent  to 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick. 

To  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick. 

At  the  Annual  Council  Meeting  held  recently, 
the  situation  arising  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  was  discussed  at  length,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  send  the  following  resolution 
to  you  : — 

"  That  the  Council  of  the  National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses  wishes  to  express  to  you  its  cordial  appreciation 
of  your  attitude,  and  to  assure  you  of  its  sympathy  in 
regard  to  the  unfair  treatment  you  have  received  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council,  and  in  this  resolution 
would  associate  with  you  those  members  who  stood 
by  you  in  your  fight  for  justice  and  right." 


July  X,   1922 
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IMPRESSIONS    OF    THE   MEETING   OF 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF 

NURSES  AT  COPENHAGEN. 


The  week  which  we  have  just  spent  in  Denmark 
has  been  a  dehghtful  time  to  us  all.  The  members 
of  the  Danish  Council  were  wonderfully  kind  and 
hospitable,  from  the  time  Miss  Blem  met  us  at  the 
station  and  took  us  to  our  hotel  up  to  our  depar- 
ture from  Aarhus.  On  all  sides  one  felt  an  atmo- 
sphere of  friendliness  among  the  Danes,  even  down 
to  the  tram  con- 
ductors, who  did 
their  best  to  help  us 
on  our  way  in  spite 
of  the  difficulties  of 
language. 

Personally,  I  felt 
it  a  real  privilege  to 
meet  so  many  fine 
women  from  different 
nations.  In  many 
cases  one  was  struck 
by  their  high  ideals 
and  broad  S5mipa- 
thies,  and  one  felt 
proud  of  one's  pro- 
fession. 

From  our  first 
meeting  at  tea  on 
Sunday,  by  Mrs. 
Tscheming's  kind 
invitation,  there  was 
a  spirit  of  real 
friendliness  and 
goodwill  among  the 
Delegates,  which 

remained  with  us  all 
through.  English 

was  the  common 
language,  and  those 
to  whom  it  was  a 
foreign  tongue  put 
us  to  shame  in  their 
ability  to  speak  it. 

I  had  heard  that 
the  hospitals  were 
good,  but  they  far 
surpassed  my  expec- 
tations. It  seemed 
as  though  no  expense 
had  been  spared. 
The     area     covered 

was  enormous,  each  block  standing  in  spacious, 
well-kept  grounds,  and  inside  they  had  reached 
a  high  degree  of  refinement  and  comfort. 

I  was  specially  struck  by  the  Sisters'  and  Staff- 
Nurses'  bedrooms,  which  were  transformed  by  day 
into  really  artistic  sitting-rooms  (we  who  went  on 
to  Aarhus  had  the  pleasure  of  occupying  some  of 
them),  and  must  have  a  very  home-like  and 
restful  influence  over  the  owners. 
The  Town  HaU  and  the  Marble  Church  were 


among  some  of  the  beautiful  buildings  which  we 
saw   in   Copenhagen. 

M.  Lamb, 

Superintendent  of  Nurses, 

C.E.Z.  Mission  Hospital, 

Amritsar,  India. 

THE    FOURTH     REGULAR    MEETING, 

The  Report  of  the  Fourth  Regular  Meeting  of 
the  International  Council  of  Nurses  has  been 
received  from  Copenhagen.  It  follows  the  style 
and  arrangement  of  that  brought  out  after  the 
Cologne  Meeting,  and  the  Officers  of  the  I.C.N. 


Miss  B.  OaTLES.    Miss  E.  M.  llACCAU.1711.     Misi  S.  Nelson.  Miss  M.  Lamb. 

Miss  J.  0.  Getld.  Miss  C.  Petebsen.  Miss  H.  L.  Peaese.  Miss  K.  Ksttse. 

roup  of  I.C.N.  Delegates  in  the  Qrounds  of   Municipal  Hospital,   Aarhus,  Denmark 

Quests  of  Miss  Petersen,  Superintendent  of  Nurses,  and  Members  of  Nursing;  3taff. 


in  Denmark  are  greatly  to  be  congratulated,  both 
on  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  produced, 
and  the  expedition  with  which  it  has  been  pub- 
lished. 

The  reports  and  papers  presented  are,  as  usual, 
most  interesting  and  informative. 

Once  more  the  value  of  personal  communication 
between  the  trained  nurses  of  the  nations  has 
been  demonstrated.  There  is  nothing  like  a  heart 
and  heart  talk  for  furthering  the  human  amenities. 


Zbe  3Bnn£5b  3ournaI  of  IRuretna 
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Incorporated  Dp 


Ropal  Charter. 


THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE  CORPORATION, 


THE    STATE    REGISTER. 


We   have  received   from   members   many   letters 
inquiring    whether    they    ought     to    place     their 
names  on  the  State  Register.     The  answer,   most 
decidedly,  is  in  the  affirmative.     It  is  argued  that, 
under  the  present  arrangements,   power  is  given, 
towards     packing    the    electorate,     to    one    large 
organisation    promoted    on    every    hand    by    those 
who  employ  nurses  and  by  those  who,  in  the  past, 
put   the   weight  of   their   great    influence    against 
the  movement  for  the  organisation  of  the  profes- 
sion  chrough   the  medium  of   State   Registration. 
This  is  undoubtedly  so,  and  we  shall  always  main- 
tain   that    the    General    Nursing    Council    gave    a 
most    unfair    advantage    to    one    Company,    and 
enabled    them    to    use    means    whereby,    in    such 
"tied    houses "    as    the    hospitals,     for    instance, 
blocks  of  nurses,   whose  vote  can   be  relied  upon 
for    the    College    interests,    are    practically    being 
lifted  into  the   electorate.      Such    manipulation    is 
very  easy  under  the  new  Rule  9A  and  the  "  in- 
struction "  to  the  Registrar,  and  it  is  quite  true 
that,  as  one  correspondent  remarks,  there  is  "  not 
much  chance  of  a  look-in,  in  the  elections,  for  th« 
votes  of  members  of  the  free  organisations,"  who 
are  scattered  up  and  down  the  country,  and  who 
cannot  be  brought  into  the  Register  in  battalions 
when   the    Matron   decides   that   the    moment    has 
come  to  use  her  influence  to  get  them  there.     It 
is    quite    evident    from    our    correspondence,    and 
from  interviews  which  we  have  had  with  nurses 
who  belong  to  the  various   Societies   which   have 
been  built  up  by  their  own  efforts,  that  they  con- 
sider that  they  have  been  placed  at  a  great  dis- 
advantage, and  that  they  greatly  resent  the  steps 
adopted,  as  being  calculated  to  pack  the  Register 
and  to  allow  the  factions  who  opposed  Registra- 
tion to  leap  into   the   saddle   now  the   Act   whicli 
they  opposed  is  won.     So  much   for  their  former 
scruples    and    opinions    about    State    Registration. 
Of  them  all,  Lord  Knutsford  alone  has  proved  his 
policy  to  be  governed  by  conviction,  and  not  ex- 
pediency.     One   member    pointedly   asks    whether 
many  of  the  nurses  from  hospitals  whose  Matrons 
are  members  of  the  Council  applied  before  Rule  9A 
and  the  "  instruction  "  were  carried,  or  whether 
their    registration    was    accomplished    after    those 
had    come    into    force.       That    is    not   a    question 
which  can  properly  be  put  to  an  Association,  or  to 


individual  members  of  the  Council,  seeing  that  all 
applications  are  brought  before  the  Council  in 
camera.  The  right  quarter  to  forward  the  inquiry 
to  is  the  Office  of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

But  even  if  we  know  that  the  reasons  given  for 
putting  forward  Rule  9A,  and  the  "  instruction  " 
to  the  Registrar,  do  not  embrace  the  full  compass 
of  their  possibilities  and  intentions,  even  although 
many  of   the   members  are    convinced   that    there 
was  more  behind  Rule  9A  and  the  "  instruction  " 
than  was  put  forward,  even  although  something 
ugly  may  have  been  dressed  up  in  pretty  clothes 
to  protect  the  sensibilities  of  those  who  promoted 
it,  or  who  were  too  weak  to  dare  to  analyse  its 
true  purpose,   yet  the  answer  to  the  nurses  who 
are  asking  for  advice  is  perfectly  clear  :  Register, 
certainly  Register.     Do  so  for  j^our  own  sake.     A 
State   Registered  Nurse  will   undoubtedly,    in   the 
future,   rank  above  those  who  are  not  recognised 
by  the  State  as  qualified  nurses.     Register  for  the 
sake  of  your  Profession.     In  the  Act  that  you  have 
done  so  much  to  promote  you  have  laid  the  founda- 
tion  for   tremendous  developments   in  the   future, 
sown   the   seeds   of   a   new   evolution,    and   trans- 
formed nursing  into  a  profession   in   the  eyes  of 
the  State.     Register  also  in  order  that  you   may 
record  your  vote  at  the  forthcoming  elections,  and 
so  play  your  part  in   influencing  the  constitution 
of  the  new  governing  body,  even  if  you  are  con- 
vinced that  Rule  9A  and  the  much-criticised  "  in- 
struction "    have    "  downed    the   working    nurses' 
Societies."     A  set-jback  doesn't   so  much    matter, 
though   it   may  delay  reaching   the   goal.      What 
does  matter  is  that  you  should  think  and  act  and 
use  the  powers  that  belong  to  you  as  a  Registered 
Nurse.      A    great    victory    was    won     when,     on 
December    23rd.     19 19,    the    Acts    for    the    State 
Registration    of    Nurses    were    placed    upon    the 
Statute   Book.      Like  all  other  great  events,   this 
will  require  the  passage  of  years  to  place  it  in  its 
true   perspective,    and  to   ray  out   its   full   signifi- 
cance  in   the   establishment  of   a    new    profession 
on   really   sure    foundations.      But    for  those   who 
study    the   development  of   nursing    there    are    no 
doubts  of  the  ultimate  value  of  State  Registration, 
and  we  therefore  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation 
in  urging  nurses  to  see  that  their  names  are  placed 
on  the   Register   without  delay.      If   they   fail  to, 
they  may  have  grave  cause  for  regret  on  their  own 
accounts. 


July   I,   1922 
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THE    ANNUAL     MEETING. 

Members  who  get  the  Journal  on  Friday  morn- 
ing are  reminded  that  the  Annual  Meeting  takes 
place  on  Friday,  June  30th,  at  5.30.  H.R.H. 
Princess  Christian  has  graciously  intimated  her 
intention  to  preside.  Tea  and  ices  are  being  pro- 
vided for  the  members  at  4.30  p.m.  by  Mrs. 
Campbell  Thomson,  Nurse  Hon.  Secretary. 

FLAG  DAY  FOR  WAIFS  AND  STRAYS. 

Members  are  reminded  that  on  July  6th  the 
Waifs'  and  Strays'  Society  is  holding  a  Flag  Day, 
and  that  a  Depot  is  being  arranged  for,  between 
Queen's  Gate  and  High  Street,  Kensington,  for 
■which  R.B.N. A.  members  are  responsible.  We 
trust  that  as  many  volunteers  as  possible  will 
oome  forward  to  help  this  effort  on  the  part  of  so 
deserving  a  charity. 

REPORT  OF  THE  AUSTRALIAN  BRANCH. 

The  last  Report  from  the  Australian  Branch  is 
quite  satisfactory.  Twenty  applications  for  mem- 
bership have  been  received  during  the  last  six 
months.  The  Committee  report  with  regret  the 
deaths  of  Dr.  Poulton,  Mrs.  Moody,  and  Mrs. 
Shields,  who  were  members  of  the  Association. 
There  has  been  the  average  demand  for  private 
nurses,  and  most  of  the  calls  have  been  supplied 
by  the  Home  Staff,  about  seventy-seven  cases 
having  been  taken  by  members  of  the  Emergency 
Staff.  The  congratulations  of  the  Committee  are 
offered  to  the  following  nurses  married  during  the 
half-year  with  which  the  Report  deals : — Misses 
Abbott,  Crosby-White,  Elliott,  Holden,  Hook, 
Jacka,  Malcolm.  Mason,  Martin,  O'Brien,  Palmer, 
Paltridge,  and  Sedgeley.  A  number  of  the  mem- 
bers have  left  the  State,  either  to  come  to  Eng- 
land or  to  go  to  other  parts  of  the  Dominion.  It 
is  recorded  that  His  Excellency  the  Grovernor  in 
Council  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Miss  Penrose, 
Secretary  of  the  Branch  Association,  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  under  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act,  South  Australia. 

WEDDING. 

On  Saturday,  17th  ult.,  194,  Queen's  Gate  was 
en  fete  for  the  wedding  of  Miss  Kathleen  Mary 
Dunne  to  Mr.  Robb.  The  marriage  was  solem- 
nised at  Westminster  Cathedral,  and  Father 
MacKenna  performed  the  ceremony.  There  was 
one  bridesmaid,  and  Captain  Williams  acted  as 
best  man.  The  bride,  who  was  given  away  by 
Miss  Macdonald,  looked  very  charming  in  a  gown 
of  soft  white  ninon  over  satin,  and  a  bridal  veil 
of  lace  caught  up  with  orange-blossom.  The 
wedding  took  place  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  guests  returned  to  Queen's  Gate  for 
the  wedding  breakfast  about  an  hour  later.  Tele- 
grams of  congratulation  were  received  from 
H.R.H.  the  President  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association  and  from  many  friends ;  the 
health  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom  was  prop>osed 
by  Captain  Williams,  and,  just  before  the  bridal 
pair  left   for    Folkestone,    Miss   Clarke   sang   two 


songs  in  her  magnificent  contralto  voice.  Miss 
Le  Mercier  very  kindly  lent  her  motor-car  to  the 
bride. 

ENGAGEMENT. 
On  July  ist,  at  12  a.m.,  at  the  Parish  Church, 
Bexley  Heath,  the  marriage  will  take  place  of 
Miss  Ethel  Mary  Budd  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Long.  We 
offer  with  much  pleasure  the  congratulations  of 
the  members  of  the  R.B.N. A.  Miss  Budd  is  very 
well  known  and  exceedingly  popular  among  them, 
and  they  unite  in  wishing  her  every  happiness. 

MR.  PATERSON'S  HOSPITALITY  TO  HIS 
FORMER  PATIENTS  AT  THE  LONDON 
TEMPERANCE    HOSPITAL. 

On  Saturday  last,  Mr.  Paterson  entertained,  in 
the  Out-Patients'  Department  of  the  London  Tem- 
perance Hospital,  a  large  number  of  patients  upon 
whom  he  had  performed  abdominal  operations  at 
on^  time  or  another.  Judging  from  the  cheerful- 
ness of  the  large  gathering,  his  operations  had 
been  thoroughly  effective,  while  the  excellent  fare 
provided  rather  gave  rise  to  the  suspicion  that  the 
"  ineligible  "  guests  invited  might  be  expected  to 
supply  the  excuse  for  Mr.  Paterson 's  surgical 
skill  on  s<jme  future  occasion !  The  enter- 
tainment after  tea  was  excellent  indeed.  There 
was  clever  acting  by  the  members  of  the  Nursing 
Staff,  and  some  very  good  music  and  singing. 
Several  patients  contributed  to  the  amusement 
themselves,  and  last  but  not  least  came  Mr.  Pater- 
son's  conjuring  tricks,  which  made  it  clear  to  his 
audience  that  his  dexterity  and  manipulative  skill 
were  not  confined  exclusively  to  the  serious  side  of 
life. 

LETTER  FROM   HIS    WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR 
OF    KENSINGTON. 

Mayor's  Parlour, 

Town  Hall,  Kensington, 

June  20th,  1922. 

Dear  Miss  Macdonald, — Will  you  be  good 
enough  to  convey  to  your  Association  the  very 
best  thanks  of  my  wife  and  myself  for  their  very 
kind  congratulations  and  good  wishes  on  the 
honour  which  the  King  has  recently  bestowed  on 
me? 

Such  appreciation  is  very  agreeable  to  us  both 
as  giving  proof  that  we  have  not  altogether  failed 
in  our  efforts  to  do  our  utmost  to  further  the 
interests  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  Kensing- 
ton. Thank  you  all  so  very  much. 
I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Alfred  J.  Rice-Oxley, 

Mayor. 

GIFTS    TO    THE    CLUB. 

We  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  following 
gifts  : — ^The  Countess  of  Pembroke,  flowers  ;  Miss 
Bishop,  flowers ;  Miss  Burke,  flowers ;  Miss  Den- 
ham,  confetti ;  Miss  Gerrie,  flowers ;  Miss  Gordon- 
Wright,   flowers ;  Mrs.  Robb,  flowers. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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THE    OVERSEAS    NURSING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Overseas  Nursing 
Association  was  held  on  the  afternoon  of  Wednes- 
day, June  2ist,  at  Kent  House,  Knightsbridge, 
by  the  kind  invitation  of  Mrs.  Saxton  Noble. 
The  arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  synchronizing 
with  the  time,  was  the  cause  of  the  regrettable 
absence  of  H.R.H.  Princess  Beatrice  (Patroness 
of  the  Association),  who  had  promised  to  honour 
the  meeting'  with  her  presence.  The  Right  Hon. 
the  Viscount  Gladstone.  G.C.B..  G.C.M.G.,  G.B.E., 
presided. 

In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  twenty-sixth 
annual  report.  Dr.  Andrew  Balfour,  C.B.,  C.M.G., 
M.D.,  gave  a  very  interesting  and  satisfactory 
survey  of  the  work  done  by  this  excellent  society 
during  the  period  of  its  existence,  punctuat- 
ing the  contrast  between  1897— the  year,  of 
initiation— and  the  present  year.  Tragedies, 
he  said,  had  occurred  to  people  living  in  our 
Dominions  Overseas,  who  could  not  obtain  the 
services  of  skilled  nursing  and  care — more  especially 
was  this  so  in  maternity  cases.  The  report  stated 
that  one  name  has  been  added  to  the  Roll  of  Merit 
during  the  year,  that  of  Miss  M.  G.  Halkett,  who 
has  done  most  excellent  work  as  Nurse  Matron  in 
the  Maternity  Home,  Seychelles,  since  191 1  ; 
before  that  she  served  in  South  Africa,  from 
1901-1908.  Seven  Silver  Bars  and  Ribands  have 
been  presented  to  Matrons  and  Nurses  on  complet- 
ing ten  years  of  meritorious  service,  bringing  the 
number  up  to  sixty-four.  Eight  Nursing  Sisters 
were  awarded  the  Silver  Badge  on  completing 
five  years'  service.  The  number  of  Nurses  who  are 
in  possession  of  this  distinction  is  now  179. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Gideon  Murray  seconded  the 
adoption  of  the  report.  She  remarked  with  grati- 
fication that  112  Nurses  had  been  sent  out  this 
year,  as  compared  with  six  in  the  year  1897. 

The  Overseas  Dominions  are  co-operating  with 
the  Imperial  Government  for  an  extensive  scheme 
of  emigration.  Canon  Carnegie  told  the  audience, 
and  foreshadowed  that  a  corresponding  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Association  would  be  necessary,  and 
pleaded  consequently  for  greater  financial  support. 
Its  object  is  to  be  enabled  to  send  a  Nurse  out  to 
English  families  in  any  part  of  the  world,  as  well 
as  to  hospitals. 

Dr.  Arthur  Stanley,  formerly  Commissioner  of 
Public  Health,  Shanghai  Municipal  Council,  also 
spoke. 

The  meeting  closed  with  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
moved  from  the  chair  to  H.R.H.  Princess  Beatrice 
for  her  kind  intention  to  be  present ;  and  also  to 
the  hostess,  Mrs.  Saxton  Noble,  for  so  kindly 
lending  her  beautiful  house.  B.  K. 

■■ 

The  well  known  firm  of  Walter  Judd,  Ltd., 
Advertising  Agents,  97,  Gresham  Street,  Bank, 
London,  E.C.2,  have  vacated  those  offices  owing 
to  the  termination  of  their  lease,  and  their  ad,dress 
will  henceforth  be  81-87,  Gresham  Street,  E.C.2. 
Their  telephone  number  will  remain  the  same — 
London  Wall  3651. 


COLLEGE    OF    NURSING,    LTD. 


ANNUAL  MEEriNQ. 
The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  CoUege  of  Nursing 
(Limited)  was  held  in  the  hall  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  Medicine,  i,  Wimpole  Street,  on  Thursday, 
June  22nd.  Sir  Arthur  Stanley,  Chairman, 
Treasurer  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  presided. 

Sir  Arthur  Stanley,  having  called  upon  the 
Secretary  to  read  the  Minutes,  said  that  as  the 
printed  report  was  in  the  hands  of  the  members, 
he  only  intended  to  touch  upon  certain  points. 
With  regard  to  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
Act,  that  nurses  had  been  exempted,  was  a  real  test 
of  the  power  and  scope  of  the  College.  They  had 
been  able  to  get  the  signatures  of  35.000  nurses 
who  wished  for  exemption  ijnder  the  Act,  they 
had  been  able  to  obtain  exemption  for  nurses. 

Their  next  piece  of  work  must  be  to  evolve  a 
national  superannuation  scheme  on  a  contributory 
basis,  and  he  asked  Matrons  to  consider  what  could 
be  done,  and  put  their  suggestions  before  the 
Council. 

He  impressed  upon  the  members  of  the  College 
the  necessity  of  registering  at  once.  It  was 
essential  that  the  College  members  should  be 
placed  upon  the  State  Register  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  unless  their  names  were  on  the  list  before  the 
end  of  September  they  would  not  be  able  to  vote, 
and  the  business  of  the  Profession  might  fall  into 
the  hands  of  a  handful  of  the  Profession. 

He  went  on  to  say  that,  owing  to  a  grant  of 
^^500  given  by  the  Carnegie  United  Kingdom 
Trust,  they  had  been  enabled  to  establish  a 
professional   nursing   Hbrary   at   Headquarters. 

Great  progress  had  been  made  with  regard 
to  Scholarships,  several  had  been  endowed  from 
outside  sources,  and  he  stated  tl^at  there  had  been 
no  Scholarships  until  the  College  came  into 
existence. 

He  referred  to  the  virulent  and  disgraceful 
attacks  made  upon  the  College  by  a  small  section. 
He  assured  the  members  that  the  only  object  of 
those  working  for  the  College  was  to  do  what  they 
could  to  help  nurses,  but  that  they  had  received 
a  great  deal  of  abuse — mostly  anojiymous — from 
a  small  section  of  nurses. 

He  said  that  the  next  thing  he  was  going  to  say 
did  not  emanate  from  himself,  but  from  the 
Secretary,  who  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  mem- 
bers did  not  read  the  "  Bulletin,"  as  very  often 
they  wrote  to  the  Office  asking  questions  which 
had  already  been  answered  in  their  paper. 

They  were  keeping  the  College  Register  up  to 
date,  and  many  Authorities  were  accepting  their 
scale  of  salaries. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  Insurance  poUcies  had 
been  taken  out  by  their  members,  and  the  Nation's 
Fund  for  Nurses  had  obtained  its  object,  and  the 
hundred  thousand  pounds  they  had  set  out  to 
obtain  had  already  been  passed. 

The  question  of  salaries  for  Health  Visitors 
was  at  present  receiving  the  attention  of  the 
Public  Health  Advisory  Committee,  which  had 
been  set  up  for  more  than  a  year.     In  fact,  he 
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was  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  College  had 
shown  an  uninterrupted  progress  dvuring  the  year, 
and  that  he  hoped  a  time  would  come  when  a 
trained  nurse  would  be  in  the  position  he  was 
that  day  occupying,  i.e.,  giving  them  a  report, 
as  Chairman,  of  the  doings  of  the  College  at  an 
Annual  Meeting. 

He  then  called  upon  Mr.  Comyns  Berkeley — 
one  of  the  Honorary  Treasurers — to  speak  upon 
the  financial  report. 

Mr.  Comyns  Berkeley  confessed  that  while  there 
was  very  rnuch  to  congratulate  themselves  on  in 
their  financial  position  during  the  last  year,  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  deficit  of  ;/^  1,400,  proved  that 
they  must  strain  every  effort  to  raise  the  Endow- 
ment Fund  as  much  as  possible. 

He  stated  that  if  every  nurse,  beginning  from 
that  day,  for  the  next  two  years  would  put  by  a 
penny  every  day  towards  the  Endowment  Fund, 
they  would  very  quickly  have  the  amount  that 
they  required.  Miss  Cox-Davies,  who  seconded 
this,  suggested  that  the  nurses  should  set  them- 
selves the  task  of  doing  this  in  one  year.  Miss 
Llpyd-Still  handed  in  a  cheque  for  ;^ioo  towards 
this  Fund  from  the  Nightingale  School,  and  the 
Glasgow  Centre  had  sent  a  large  donation. 

Miss  Cox-Davies,  in  seconding  the  adqption 
of  the  Finance  Report,  said  that  they  had  reached 
a  mile-stone  in  the  Profession,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  to  pause  and  think.  The  College 
came  into  existence  during  a  storm,  and  indeed 
the  storm  had  not  yet  subsided,  but  it  had  not 
hindered  or  arrested  the  College  activities  in  any 
way ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  had  acted  as  a  good 
advertisement. 

She  stated  that  the  State  Register  was  now 
open,  and  but  for  the  College  of  Nursing  it  would 
be  more  or  less  of  a  failure,  because  before  the 
College  was  founded  there  was  no  Society  to  give 
it  support,  and  all  the  nurses  had  done  was  to 
quarrel  among  themselves 

After  votes  of  thanks  had  been  passed,  the 
Members  were  asked  to  sit  still  and  hear  the 
different  announcements,  and  those  who  cared  to 
were  invited  to  have  tea  at  the  Cowdray  Club, 
or  be  present  at  the  laying  of  the  foundation-stone 
of  the  College  of  Nursing. 

Election  of  Council. 
To  fill  eight  vacancies,  English  and  Welsh 
Section,  Miss  Geraldine  Bremner,  Miss  Euphemia 
S.  Innes,  R.R.C.,  D.N.  (Leeds),  Miss  Ellen  M. 
Musson,  R.R.C.,  Sir  Edwin  Cooper  Perry,  M.D., 
F.R.C.P.,  Miss  Annie  Peterkin,  and  Comyns 
Berkeley,  Esq.,  M.C.,  M.D.,  were  re-elected,  and 
Miss  R.  Cox-Davies,  R.R.C.,  and  Ewen  John 
Maclean,  Esq.,  M.D.,  were  elected  from  twenty 
candidates. 

AN  UNWARRANTABLE  STATEMENT. 

We  are  invited  by  a  member  of  the  CoUege  who 
was  present  at  the  meeting  to  point  out  how 
untrue  were  the  statements  made  by  Miss  Cox- 
Davies  at  the  meeting  in  her  attack  upon  the 
free  nurses'  organisations.  We  shall  refer  to 
this  unwarrantable  attack  next  week. 


THE  MISCHIEF  OF  A  RIVAL  REGISTER. 

At  a  recent  meelyjig  of  the  Dewsbury  and 
District  General  Infirmary  Board  the  Secretary, 
Mr.  E.  Hemingw9,y — as  reported  in  the  Dewsbury 
Reporter — said  that  at  the  last  meeting  some 
publicity  was  given  to  the  question  of  the  Regis- 
tration of  Nurses.  In  consequence  the  nurses  had 
become  somewhat  alarmed,  and  were  afraid  that 
after  serving  at  Dewsbury  for  three  years  they 
would  be  turned  adrift  and  would  have  to  begin 
their  training  again.  He  had  been  to  the  British 
Hospitals  Association  Conference  at  Liverpool 
since  the  last  meeting  and  had  been  able  to  get 
into  conversation  with  the  President,  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley.  He  explained  the  position  with  regard 
to  the  nurses  at  Dewsbury,  and  said  that  they 
considered  these  nurses  received  a  proper  training, 
for,  in  addition  to  lectures  by  the  house  surgeon, 
other  medical  men  gave  lectures,  and  examinations 
were  held.  Sir  Arthur  said  he  would  find  out  the 
facts,  and  he  (Mr.  Hemingway)  read  a  letter  which 
he  had  since  received  from  him,  and  which  stated 
that  from  the  conditions  of  registration  by  the 
College  of  Nursing  it  would  be  seen  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  admitting  practising  nurses  to  the 
register  of  the  College,  hospitals  having  an  average 
of  no  fewer  than  40  beds  in  daily  occupation 
throughout  the  year  would  be  recognised.  He 
understood  that  Dewsbury  had  about  60  beds  at 
the  Infirmary,  so  that  the  condition  mentioned 
would  apply  to  the  Infirmary.  A  greater  number 
of  beds,  however,  was  necessary  for  inclusion  on 
the  State  Register. 


We  think  it  is  high  time  that  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  circulated 
the  Leaflet  which  it  approved  at  its  last  meeting  so 
that  hospital  authorities  may  have  correct  informa- 
tion concerning  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  and 
its  effect,  and  further,  that  when  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley  undertakes  to  "  find  out  the  facts,"  he 
should  do  so,  if  he  is  not  already  acquainted  with 
them. 

It  is  Registration  under  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act  on  the  State  Register,  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  which  confers  legal 
status,  and  registration  by  that  Council  only,  so 
nurses  must  not  imagine  that  if  they  spend  hard- 
earned  guineas  to  place  their  names  on  the  Register 
of  a  Limited  Company  it  will  confer  any  legal 
status  whatever.  A  company  registered  under  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  required  to  keep  a  Register  of 
its  members. 

Secondly,  the  information  given  by  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley  that  a  greater  number  of  beds  than  40  is 
required  for  admission  to  the  State  Register 
is  entirely  erroneous  for  existing  nurses. 

No  Rule  has  been  approved  as  to  the  number 
of  beds  in  institutions  where  "  Existing "  and 
"  Intermediate  "  nurses  received  training  qualify- 
ing them  for  admission  to  the  State  Register,  and 
the  Rules  for  Future  Nurses  have  not  yet  been 
considered  by  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

We  should  advise  Mr.  Hemingway  to  obtain  the 
"  facts  "  for  himself  at  first  hand.     He  can  do  so 
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by  procuring  (i)  The  Nurses'  Registration  Act, 
1919,  price  2d.  net,  from  H.M.  Stationery  Office, 
Imperial  House,  Kingsway,  London,  and  (2)  the 
Rules  framed  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  printed  and  published  by 
Authority  of  the  Council,  from  the  Registrar, 
12,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park,  London,  N.W.i, 
price  IS.  (postage  in  each  case  extra). 

Rule  9  (page  8)  defines  the  requirements  for 
Registration. 

May  we  be  permitted  also  to  suggest  to  Sir 
Arthur  Stanley  that  he  should  supply  himself  with 
a  copy  of  the  Rules  ? 


THE  HOSPITAL  WORLD. 


As  a  thankofiering  for  the  Prince's  safe  return 
the  King  has  sent  ;^500  to  the  Hospitals  of  London 
Combined  Appeal. 

An  anonymous  donor,  a  well-known  business 
man,  has  sent  to  the  Hospitals  of  London  Combined 
Appeal,  19,  Berkeley  Street,  W.i,  a  cheque  for 
;^io,ooo  as  a  Prince  of  Wales  "  welcome  home  " 
gift. 


The  Combined  Hospitals  Appeal  is  receiving 
very  encouraging  support;  ^170,000  has  now 
been  received.  During  the -past  few  days  several 
large  amounts  have  been  received,  including 
;^i  0,000  from  the  London  Stock  Exchange. 
The  full  results  are  to  be  announced  at  the  dinner 
at  the  Guildhall  on  July  loth.  Some  popular 
functions  are  being  organised  in  support  of  the 
Appeal,  notably  the  League  of  Mercy  Fete  at  the 
Botanical  Gardens,  on  the  30th.  ;^6oo,ooo  is 
required  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  hospitals. 


Five  hundred  pounds  has  been  collected  during 
the  last  eighteen  months  for  Newcastle  Infirmary 
by  a  retriever  dog  which  stands  at  the  Infirmary 
gates. 


At  the  recent  Quarterly  Co.urt  of  the  I^ondon 
Hospital,  the  report  of  the  House  Committee 
included  an  expression  of  regret  at  the  retirement 
from  active  service,  having  completed  their 
twenty  years  on  the  full  staff,  of  Mr.  T.  H.  Open- 
shaw,  senior  surgeon  of  the  hospital,  and  Mr.  A.  B. 
Roxburgh,  senior  opthalmic  surgeon.  Mr.  Open- 
shaw  entered  the  hospital  forty-five  years  ago, 
and  has  been  on  the  staff  since  1890,  and  full 
surgeon  since  1902.  Mr.  Roxburgh  came  on  the 
staff  as  opthalmic  surgeon  in  1902  also. 

Both  gentlemen  were  elected  consulting  surgeons 
to  the  hospital,  very  greatly  to  its  advantage. 


Mr.  Openshaw  has  asked  the  Committee  to  put 
up  a  tablet  over  a  bed  in  one  of  the  wards,  to 
commemorate  the  fact  that  the  first  investigations 
carried  out  in  this  country  as  to  the  cause  and 
treatment  of  sleeping  sickness  were  carried  out  in 


that  bed.  The  patient,  who  was  a  Christianised 
African  Chief  named  Mandombi,  voluntarily  sub- 
mitted to  experiments  carried  out  on  him  for  the 
good  of  his  people  in  Nigeria.  A  drop  of  his 
blood  was  microscopically  examined  every  four 
hours  for  two  months,  and  the  trypanosomes, 
which  have  since  been  found  to  be  the  cause  of 
sleeping  sickness,  and  which  were  checked  by 
Sir  Patrick  Manson,  were  found.  The  Committee 
have  agreed  to  Mr.  Openshaw's  request. 


Princess  Beatrice  presided  at  the  general 
meeting  of  the  Ladies'  Work  Guild  at  the  Queen's 
Hospital  for  Children  on  Wednesday,  June  28th, 
at  3  p.m. 

We  hope  the  recent  ball  in  aid  of  the  hospital, 
attended  by  the  Duke  of  York,  was  a  financial 
success.  Our  children's  hospitals  do  invaluable 
work,  and  should  open  the  hearts  and  pockets 
of  the  parents  of  happy,  healthy  children. 


Chelsea  Hospi,tal  for  Women  has  received  from 
its  chairman.  Sir  Frederick  Eley,  Bart.,  a  donation 
of  /i,ooo. 


The  new  Victory  Wing  attached  to  the  Royal 
Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital  was  opened  on  the 
20th  ult.  The  accommodation  will  be  about  40 
beds,  and  the  two  wards  are  intended  mainly  for 
ex,-service  men  who  are  still  being  treated  for 
wounds  and  other  complaints.  One  of  the  greatest 
advantages  of  the  new  building  is  that  all  nurses 
will  now  be  housed  at  the  hospital,  the  second  floor 
of  the  extension  being  devoted  entirely  to  nurses' 
quarters  with  recreation  rooms,  &c.  Inadequate 
accommodation  for  the  staff  has  proved  a  thorny 
problem  to  the  committee  for  years.  The  cubicles 
for  the  nurses  in  the  extension  are  neat  and  well 
arranged.  A  welcome  gift  from  the  Whimple  Red 
Cross  workroom  has  been  received  in  the  shape  of 
two  new  surgical  beds,  fitted  with  the  necessary 
equipment,  for  use  in  the  new  wing. 


MEDALS    AND    CERTIFICATES. 

A  number  of  nurses,  having  passed  their  final 
examination,  attended  a  Board  meeting  of  the  Fulham 
Infirmary  Guardians  to  receive  their  medals  and 
certificates. 

The  Chairman  congratulated  the  nurses  on  satis- 
factorily passing  their  examinations.  He  specially 
congratulated  Nurse  Cain,  who  had  won  a  silver  medal. 
Each  nurse  had  completed  three  years'  training  in  the 
Infirmary,  and  the  result  of  the  examination  proved 
their  efficiency  in  medical  and  surgical  nursing. 

The  Acting-Matron,  in  reply  to  the  Chairman,  said 
that  all  the  candidates  presented  had  passed,  and  the 
Chairman  congratulated  her  on  the  successful  results 
of  her  training.  He  said  she  had  done  wonderfully 
well  for  them. 

The  recipients  were  Nurses  Cain,  Carter,  Strong, 
Targett,  Court,  Hughes,  Spiers,  Morresey,  Howells, 
Barr,  Palmer,  and  Phillips. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 


Borough  of  Plymouth  Council  Sanatorium,  Udal  Torre, 
Yelverton,  Devon. — Miss  Hannah  Carstairs  has  been 
appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  Middlesex 
Hospital  and  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  has  held  the 
positions  of  Night  Sister  and  Dispenser  at  Lord  Mayor 
Treloar's  Hospital,  Alton,  and  at  the  Yeovil  District 
Hospital,  War  Service,  France,  191 4-1 91 7,  and  Matron, 
Northampton  Borough  Hospital,  and  of  Harold  Court 
Sanatorium. 

The  Oxford  and  County  Mental  Hospital. — Miss 
Eleanor  Joan  Broad  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading,  and 
the  City  of  London  Maternity  Hospital,  and  has  been 
Sister  at  Horton  Mental  Hospital.  She  holds  the 
certificate  of  the  Medico-Psychological  Association,  is 
a  certified  Midwife,  and  a  State  Registered  Nurse,  being 
on  both  the  General  and  the  Mental  Registers.  She 
also  holds  a  certificate  from  the  Royal  Chest  Hospital, 
City  Road,  E.C. 

Kainshill  Sanatorium,  Kilmarnock. — Miss  Janet  Gor- 
don has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at 
Salisbury  Infirmary,  and  has  held  the  positions  of 
Sister  in  Charge  of  the  Observation  Block  at  Lodgmoor 
Fever  Hospital,  Sheffield,  in  Army  Nursing  Service  for 
3^  years,  and  Assistant  Matron  of  Belvidere  Hospital, 
Glasgow. 

NURSE-MATRON. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Gosport. — Miss  E.  Percy  has  been 
appointed  Nurse-Matron.  She  has  been  Ward  Sister, 
Night  Sister,  and  Home  Sister  at  Portsmouth  Isolation 
Hospital,  where  she  at  present  holds  the  position  of 
Assistant  Matron.  During  the  war  she  served  as  a 
Sister  in  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  had  entire  charge  of  an  Isolation 
Camp,  including  smallpox  cases. 

SUPERINTENDENT    NURSE. 

Richmond  Union,  Surrey. — Miss  Mary  Coyne  has  been 
appointed  Superintendent  Nurse.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Prescot  Infirmary,  and  has  been  Sister  at  the 
Aston  Infirmary  and  the  Bagthorpe  Infirmary,  and 
Superintendent  Nurse  at  the  Staines,  Nantwich,  and 
Bromley-by-Bow    Infirmaries. 

HOME  SISTER. 

Dr.  Steevens'  Hospital,  Dublin. — Miss  Esther  Walker 
has  been  appointed  Home  Sister.  She  was  trained, 
and  has  held  the  position  of  Ward  Sister,  in  the  same 
institution,  and  has  been  a  member  of  Queen  Alexan- 
dra's Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve  for 
eight  years. 

SISTER. 

Stamford,  Rutland,  and  General  Infirmary,  Stamford.— 

Miss  Elizabeth  Browne  has  been  appointed  Theatre 
and  Ward  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Bolton 
Infirmary  and  Dispensary,  and  at  the  Monsall  Fever 
Hospital,  and  has  been  Sister  at  the  MerthyTr  General 
Hospital,  and  Ward  and  Theatre  Sister  at  the  Bolton 
Infirmary  and  Dispensary,  and  the  Rochdale  Infirmary, 
and  Ward  and  Night  Sister  at  the  Royal  Hospital, 
Chesterfield. 

QUEEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE. 
Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Isabel  Pope  is  appointed  to  Chatham  as  Senior 
Nurse  ;  Miss  Jessie  Ferguson,  to  Hyde  ;  Miss  Catherine 
Hammonds,  to  Stamford ;  Miss  Amy  Lewis,  to  St. 
Hilda's,  Leeds  ;  Miss  Florence  E.  Pethy  bridge.  New 
Maiden  ;  Miss  Rose  Radakin,  to  Denton  ;  Miss  Ada  B. 
Smith,  to  Warwickshire ;  Miss  Gertrude  Wild,  to 
Birmingham  (East  Home). 


ENGLISH    PRISONS    TO-DAY. 

Being  the  Report  of  the  Prison  System 
Enquiry  Committee. 
A  book  of  great  interest  is  "  English  Prisons 
To-day,"  edited,  and  in  large  part  written,  by 
Mr.  Stephen  Hobhouse,  M.A.,  and ^ Mr.  A.  Fenner 
Brockway,  both  of  whom  served' long  terms  of 
imprisonment  during  the  war. 

The  Prison  System  Enquiry  Committee  was 
formed  at  the  beginning  of  19 19,  and  has  pursued 
its  investigations  for  three  years.  Its  Chairman 
is  Sir  Sydney  Olivier,  K.C.M.G.,  and  its  member- 
ship, which  is  representative  of  the  various  schools 
of  political  thought,  includes  the  Earl  of  Sandwich, 
Lord  Henry  Bentinck,  M.P.,  the  Hon.  George  Peel] 
the  Hon.  Bertrand  Russell,  Mr.  Laurence  Housman] 
the  Right  Hon.  J.  R.  Clynes,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sidney  Webb,  Miss  Margery  Fry,  J, P.,  and 
Mr.  Cecil  Leeson  (secretaries  to  the  Howard 
League  for  Penal  Reform),  Dr.  Ernest  Jones, 
Rev.  W.  D.  Morrison,  LL.D.,  and  Mr.  Bernard 
Shaw.  The  Report  is  published  to-day  by  Messrs. 
Longmans,  Green  &  Co.,  at  25s. 

The  Enquiry  was  an  exhaustive  one,  and  the 
boqk  deals  with  the  question  under  discussion 
from  many  angles — the  cruelty  of  cellular  confine- 
ment, the  dehumanising  effect  of  the  silence  rule, 
the  mental  and  moral  effects  of  imprisonment, 
and  it  was  elicited  by  the  Enquiry  that  not- 
withstanding the  elaborate  precautions  against 
suicide  the  rate  in  prison  is  three  times  as  great 
as  that  outside,  while  the  ratio  of  insanity  is  ten 
times  as  great  as  that  among  the  ordinary  popula- 
tion. In  addition  to  these  extreme  cases,  we  are 
told  that  the  great  majority  of  the  prisoners 
undergo  a  mental  and  moral  deterioration.  ' '  Even 
a  few  months  of  imprisonment  appears  to  be 
sufficient  in  many,  if  not  most  cases,  to  produce 
an  effect  upon  memory,  concentration,  and  the 
power  of  will.  In  the  case  of  the  long  sentence 
prisoner,  this  process  of  deterioration  may  lead  to 
premature  senility,  or  a  childish  weakness  of  mind 
which  renders  him  almost  incapable  of  resuming 
life  in  any  efficient  capacity." 

We  are  not  of  those  who  think  that  crime 
should  be  unpunished,  or  that  the  State  should 
deal  weakly  with  offences  against  the  law  and  the 
community,  but  it  is  certain  that  there  should  be 
a  classification  of  offenders,  and  that  their  degree 
of  responsibility  should  be  estimated  by  experi- 
enced physicians,  alienists  and  psychologists. 
The  effect  of  such  discrimination  would,  we 
believe,  be  to  eliminate  from  our  prisons  a  large 
number  of  mental  defectives  and  weak-minded 
persons  to  be  dealt  with  otherwise  than  under  the 
penal  code.  It  is  further  unquestionable  that, 
when  the  State,  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons, 
deprives  a  person  of  liberty,  it  is  incumbent  upon 
it  to  see  that  the  conditions  under  which  he  lives 
are  hygienic,  and  that  his  mental  as  well  as  his 
physical  welfare  receives  due  consideration. 
Official  Information  Declined. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Enquiry  Committee 
approached  the  Home  Office  in  the  early  stages  of 
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the  investigation  and  asked  for  official  information. 
This  was  declined.  Later,  the  Home  Office  issued 
a  letter  to  every  prison  prohibiting  the  members  of 
the  staff  from  giving  evidence.  Before  this  letter 
was  circulated,  however,  evidence  had  been 
obtained  from  50  prison  officials — ^Anghcan  Chap- 
lains, Roman  Catholic  Priests,  Visiting  Ministers, 
Medical  Officer^,  and  Warders  of  the  different 
grades.  Evidence  was  also  received  from  34  agents 
of  Discharged  Prisoners'  Aid  Societies,  and  22 
Visiting  Magistrates. 

Of  Special  Interest  to  Trained  Nurses. 

To  trained  nurses  the  interest  centres  in  the 
questions  of  hygiene,  psychology,  and  the  care  of 
the  sick,  and  the  Report  supports  facts  already 
published  in  this  journal  showing  that  certain 
regulations  and  customs  are  in  urgent  need  of 
revision  or  abolition  on  the  score  of  hygiene. 

Enlightenment  on  these  tilings  has  only  come 
slowly  to  the  public,  the  prison  doors  are  closely 
barred,  and  what  goes  on  behind  them  is  unknown 
and  therefore  is  not  a  matter  of  concern  to  the 
general  public.  Also,  till  recently,  there  has  been 
silence  on  the  part  of  those  who,  having  served 
their  sentences,  have  returned  to  the  outer  world. 
For  the  most  part  they  lack  self-expression,  or  if 
they  belong  to  the  educated  classes,  the  last  thing 
they  desire  on  regaining  their  liberty  is  the  light  of 
pubhcity.  But  this  does  not  apply  to  the  poUtical 
prisoners — women  suffragists  and  conscientious 
objectors — who,  in  the  last  decade  or  more,  have 
"  done  time,"  with  the  result  that  we  know  more  of 
the  conditions  prevailing  within  our  prisons  than 
ever  before. 

The  Criminal  Classes. 

Sir  H.  Smalley,  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisons, 
reported  in  1909  that  "  Prisons  are  largely 
peopled  by  the  very  poor,  the  very  ignorant, 
the  physical  and  mental  weaklings,  the  unem- 
ployable, and  the  unskilled,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
drunkards."  Dr.  James  Devon,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  the  Scottish  Prisons  Commission,  and 
previously  a  medical  officer  at  Glasgow  Prison, 
expresses  the  view  that  "  poverty  and  destitution 
are  at  the  root  of  most  offences  against  ,the  law. 
Everybody  can  see  that  a  man  may  be  tempted  to 
steal  if  he  is  destitute,  but  those  who  have  never 
felt  the  pinch  of  poverty,  combined  with  the 
absence  of  friendly  aid,  can  hardly  imagine  how 
men  are  embittered  and  goaded  into  acts  of 
brutality — ^how  continually  they  have  to  dodge 
rules  and  laws  that  never  incommode  their  more 
fortunate  neighbours  ;  how  hopeless  they  become 
and  how  broken  in  spirit ;  how  easy  it  is  for  them 
to  drift  into  courses  condemned  by  those  whose 
life  is  brighter,  and  whose  opportunities  are 
greater." 

And  in  his  book,  "  The  Criminal  and  the  Com- 
munity," Dr.  Devon  emphasises  that  "it  is  par- 
ticularly the  overcrowding  of  the  poor  in  large 
towns  that  causes  crime.  He  points  out  that  the 
discomfort,  irritabiUty,  and  other  mental  condi- 
tions  which   result   from  overcrowding,  lead   to 


crimes  against  the  person,  just  as  hunger  and  want 
lead  to  crimes  against  property." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  their  report  for 
1920-192 1  the  Prison  Commissioners  emphasise 
the  relation  between  unemployment  and  crime. 
Experience  has  shown,  they  say,  "  that  when  the 
Board  of  Trade  percentage  of  unemployment 
reached  its  highest  figures,  the  prison  population 
invariably  rose  accordingly,  ajid  that  in  time  of 
industrial  prosperity  the  fewest  prisoners  were 
received."  They  explain  the  comparatively  small 
increase  in  the  number  of  prisoners  during  the 
trade  depression  of  1920-192 1  as  due  "  principally 
to  the  effect  of  unemployment  pay,  which  has 
prevented  acute  distress." 

In  his  book,  "  Prison  Hospital  Nursing,"  Sir  H. 
Smalley  divides  criminals  into  :  (i)  Accidental 
Criminals,  (2)  Habitual  Criminals,  {3)  Weak- 
minded  Criminals,  (4)  Insane  Criminals. 

As  a  type  of  an  "  accidental  criminal  "  an  in- 
stance is  given,  by  a  visitor  to  a  prison,  of  a  girl  of 
21  :  "  Was  taken  up  by  an  American  officer,  got 
used  to  free  spending  with  him.  When  he  left 
her  went  as  maid  in  a  nursing  home,  where  she 
stole  ;^I9  from  a  patient  while  the  latter  was  under 
an  anaesthetic.  She  was  remanded  several  times 
and  allowed  bail.  When  she  found  that  imprison- 
ment was  certain  she  swallowed  a  bottle  of  poison. 
.  .  .  She  was  rather  a  sweet-looking  girl,  probably 
a  little  slippery  and  weak,  but  not  in  the  least 
what  one  thinks  of  as  a  criminal  type." 

Of  the  "  weak-minded  type "  the  following 
instance  is  given,  also  by  a  visitor :  "  In  a  cell 
padded  with  mats  sat  a  poor  epileptic,  so  plainly 
mentally  deficient  that  it  seemed  absurd  she 
should  be  trying  to  read  '  The  Chaplain  of  the 
Fleet.'  I  held  out  my  hand  for  the  book.  She 
took  my  hand,  shook  it  in  a  characteristically 
silly  way,  and  said  brightly  that  she  felt  a  'lot 
better  to-day.'  " 

What  trained  nurse  can  suppose  that  prison  is 
the  right  environment  for  a  woman  of  that  type  ? 
Sir  H.  Smalley 's  comment  on  this  and  other  cases 
is :  "  All  this  is  very  pathetic,  and  certainly  calls  for 
some  other  method  of  dealing  with  these  un- 
fortunate people  than  that  of  constantly  sending 
them  to  prison." 

The  authors  summarise  the  position  thus : 
"  Many  of  those  who  are  in  prison  have  no  doubt 
sinned  against  their  light ;  a  proportion  of  them 
have  deliberately  adopted  a  dishonest  course  of 
life  as  their  means  of  livehhood  ;  but  for  the  most 
part  they  are  victims  of  social  surroundings  and 
poverty — a  wretched  collection  of  human  beings, 
physically  weak,  under-nourished,  mentally  un- 
developed, lacking  in  will  power,  the  outcasts  of 
our  civilisation.  Let  the  fact  be  borne  in  mind 
throughout  these  pages  that  if  those  whose  lot  is 
described  have  sinned  against  society,  society  has 
in  the  first  place  sinned  grievously  against  them." 

Women   in  Police  Cells. 
The  need  for  women  prisoners  in  police  cells  to 
be  in  charge  of  women  is  emphasised    by    the 
following  illustration. 
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"  A  woman  (afterwards  acquitted)  was  kept  in 
a  police  cell  from  Tuesday  till  the  following  Sun- 
day ;  the  only  sanitary  utensil  provided  for  use  at 
night  was  an  ordinary  bucket.  In  the  daytime 
the  sergeant's  wife  brought  her  her  meals,  and 
when  rung  for  took  her  to  the  lavatory.  At  night 
she  was  in  sole  charge  of  the  police  constable,  who 
looked  at  intervals  through  the  spy-hole.  Once  a 
day  she  was  allowed  to  wash  herself,  but  during 
the  whole  time  she  could  not  undress.  She  was 
unable  to  obtain  the  sanitary  towels  which  she 
required,  though  the  sergeant's  wife  in  kindness 
gave  her  two  old  pieces  of  tablecloth." 

Prevention  of  Crime  Act,  1908. 
Attention  is  drawn  to  the  "  Prevention  of  Crime 
Act,  1908,"  the  object  of  which  is,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  reformation  of  young  offenders,  by  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Borstal  System,  and,  on  the 
other,  for  the  segregation  of  habitual  criminals 
over  a  longer  period  under  Preventive  Detentiont 

The  Birmingham  Experiment. 

In  the  progressive  City  of  Birmingham  "  a 
serious  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  magistrates 
to  prevent  the  committal  (especially  in  mental 
cases)  of  persons  unfit  for  prison  life.  The  medical 
officer  of  the  prison,  who  is  an  expert,  appointed 
at  the  magistrates'  request,  watches  all  cases  on 
remand  ;  and  the  appointment  of  a  doctor  to 
report  on  other  adjourned  cases  out  of  custody 
has  also  been  approved  by  the  City  authorities. 

A  large  n,umber  of  persons  unfit  for  prison 
conditions  have  been  saved  from  imprisonment  by 
this  procedure.  "  Investigation  has  shown  that 
the  criminal  is  to  a  large  extent  defective  mentally 
and  physically,"  says  the  committee  responsible 
for  the  inauguration  of  this  scheme,  "  and  proper 
medical  advice  may  in  many  cases  remedy  his 
defect  and  make  him  a  decent  member  of  society." 
The  committee  adds  that  "  physical  defects  are 
in  rnany  cases  responsible  for  crime,"  and  that, 
"  in  practically  every  one  "  of  the  cases  referred 
to  the  prison  doctor,  "  some  defect  in  the  offender 
has  been  found  "  so  that  his  report  has  in  each 
case  enabled  the  Justices  to  deal  more  satis- 
factorily with  the  offender. 

The  magistrates  of  the  Bradford  Bench  have 
adopted  a  similar  scheme. 

Lack  of  Defence  for  Poor  Prisoners. 
The  authors  draw  attention  to  the  helplessness 
of  many  prisoners,  particularly  in  police  courts. 
"  The  poorer  a  prisoner  is  the  less  chance  he  has 
of  receiving  justice.  No  expense  is  spared,  as  a 
rule,  in  the  prosecution,  but  beyond  the  totally 
inadequate  Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Act  (which 
only  applies  to  prisoners  tried  in  a  Court  of  Assize 
or  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions)  no  provision 
whatever  is  made  for  the  defence  of  a  poot 
prisoner." 

The   Machinery   of   the   Prison   System. 

One  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  Machinery  of  the 
Prison  System,  and  the  authors  consider  the 
words  "  machinery  "  and  "  system  "  particularly 


well  suited  to  describe  the  elaborate,  centralised 
and  rigid  manner  in  which  the  administration  of 
our  English  prisons  is  conducted. 

We  gather  that  criticisms  and  recommendations 
from  those  in  a  position  to  give  them  are  not 
encouraged.  "  Every  summer  the  Commissioners 
draw  up  a  report  addressed  to  the  Home  Secretary 
in  respect  of  the  year  ended  on  the  previous 
31st  of  March.  During  the  years  preceding  191 5 
this  included  '  extracts  '  from  the  reports  by  the 
governor,  chaplain,  and  medical  ofi&cer  of  each 
prison,  since  which  time  this  has  been  discontinued 
from  motives  of  economy.  One  chaplain  told  the 
Committee  that  his  experience  was  the  Com- 
missioners would  not  pubHsh  any  portions  of  the 
report  from  a  governor  or  chaplain  with  which 
they  disagreed,  and  another  that  when  he  first 
entered  the  Service  he  used  frequently  to  include 
in  his  reports  to  the  Commissioners  both  criticisms 
and  recommendations,  but  that  he  ceased  to  do  so 
after  some  years,  seeing  that  they  were  not  pub- 
lished, and  that  no  attention  appeared  to  be 
given  to  them." 

A  medical  ofi&cer  reported  a  similar  experience 
on  the  part  of  prison  doctors,  and  a  governor  states 
that  he  has  "  lots  of  plans  "  which  he  inserts  in 
his  annual  reports,  but  that  "  nothing  gets  done." 

The  Thick  Fog  of  Official  Secrecy. 

The  authors  claim  that  "  the  thick  fog  of  official 
secrecy  in  which  the  prison  administration  has 
been,  and  still  is,  enveloped,  is  open  to  very  serious 
objection,  that  the  Prison  Commission  is  both 
autocratic  and  irresponsible.  It  is  theoretically 
under  the  control  of  the  Home  Secretary,  but, 
practically,  is  largely  independent  of  him,  that 
the  Commissioners  do  not  come  into  personal 
touch  with  the  prisoners,  that  the  enquiries  that 
they  hold  are  secret,  that  the  Standing  Orders 
are  not  published,  that  the  staff  are  forbidden  to 
criticise  or  to  divulge  the  details  of  the  prison 
treatment,  that  there  are  no  conferences  of  prison 
officials  and  experts  on  the  subject  of  penal 
methods  and  prison  treatment,  that  there  is  very 
little  research  among  prison  officials  into  tjhe 
problems  of  penalogy,  and,  lastly,  that  owing  to 
these  defects  the  Commissioners  have  remained 
too  dependent  on  their  own  limited  and  uniform 
conception  of  prison  discipline ;  and  they  have 
been  deprived  of  the  practical  enthusiasm  of  an 
experienced  staff  enjoying  opportunities  of  initia- 
tive, as  well  as  of  the  stimulus  exerted  by  a 
powerful  and  correctly  informed  reforming  move- 
ment among  the  outside  public. 

[To  be  continued.) 


A    WORD    FOR    THE     WEEK. 

"  Every  action  has  its  own  appropriate  joy. 
The  true  art  of  life  is  to  discover  the  joys  appro- 
priate to  those  actions  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
perform." 

Dhammapada. 
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VITMAR. 

Nothing  is  sadder  to  see,  and  nothing  is  more 
prejudicial  to  health  in  after-life  than  malnutrition 
in  an  infant  or  young  child,  and  one  of  the  causes 
is  the  lack  of  vitamines  in  the  diet  of  the  expectant 
or  nursing  mother.  We  commend  to  the  notice 
of  such  mothers,  and  also  to  the  authorities  of 
hospitals  and  kindred  institutions,  the  value  of 
Vitmar,  a  palatable  cream,  taken  eagerly  by 
children,  as  a  nourishing  and  easily  assimilated 
food  adjunct  for  both  mother  and  child.  It  con- 
tains the  .hree  principal  vitamines,  and  is  made  by 
a  new  process  from  uncooked  materials,  so  inti- 
mately blended  that  the  20  per  cent,  of  fat  con- 
tained cannot  be  detected.  It  is  obtainable  from 
Callard  &  Co.,  74,  Regent  Street,  London,  W.i, 
who  will  be  pleased  to  send  free  samples  and 
special  prices  to  institutions  on  request. 
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Hoc  est  summum  mei,  caputque  voti. 

A  little  house,  a  quiet  wife, 
Sufficient  food  to  nourish  life. 
Most  perfect  health,  and  free  from  harm, 
Convenient  cloths  to  keep  me  warm. 
The  liberty  of  foot,  and  mind. 
And  grace  the  ways  of  God  to  find. 
This  is  the  summe  of  my  desire. 
Until  I  come  unto  heaven's  quire. 

("  Some   Contributions   to    the   English  Anthology, 
lyth  Century.")     By  Rowland  Watkyns. 

COMING     EVENTS. 

June  ^oth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 
Annual  Meeting.  Her  Royal  Highness,  Princess 
Christian,  the  President,  will  preside.  194,  Queen's 
Gate,  S.W.     5.30  p.m. 

July  ist.  —  Hammersmith  District  Nursing 
Association,  Nightingale  Shore  Home,  10,  Mall 
Road,  Hammersmith.  Opening  by  H.R.H. 
Princess  Louise,  Duchess  of  Argyll,  of  the  Home 
and  the  Guest  Room.  3  p.m.  Tea '  after  the 
ceremony. 

July  yth. — Hostel  of  St.  Luke,  Fitzroy  Square, 
W.  H.R.H.  Princess  Christian  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion stone  of  new  building. 

July  8th. — General  Meeting  League  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital  Nurses,  Clinical  Theatre. 
Social  Gathering,  Great  Hall,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  E.C.     3  p.m. 

July  nth  to  x^th. — Fifth  International  Neo- 
Malthusian  and  Birth  Control  Conference,  Kings- 
way  Hall,  Kingsway,  W.C.     Opens  10  a.m. 

July  13th. — General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales.  Conference,  by  invitation,  on  the 
Examination  Syllabus,  with  representatives  of 
the  Training  Schools  and  of  the  Association  of 
Poor  Law  Unions.  Rooms  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Medicine,  i,  Wimpole  Street,  London,  W.     11  a.m. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

NURSING    STAFF    INDIGNANT. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — The  report  of  June  24th,  1922, 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
with  reference  to  this  Hospital  has  caused  great 
indignation   amongst  the   Nursing   Staff. 

Paddington  Hospital  has  been  a  Nurse  Training 
School  since  1900,  and  now,  owing  to  unauthorised 
and  erroneous  statements,  has  had  its  name 
referred  back  by  the  General  Nursing  Council 
from  inclusion  in  the  list  of  recognised  training 
schools. 

Paddington  Hospital  had  as  its  first  Matron 
Miss  Jane  Styring,  one  of  the  Pioneers  in 
Infirmary  Training,  under  whom  and  succeeding 
Matrons  there  has  been  a  history  of  steady  progress 
and  development  in  the  training  of  Nurses. 

As  to  the  statement  re  Male  Nurses,  I  beg  to 
say  that  their  help  is  only  a  temporary  measure 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  Female  Nurses,  and  in 
no  case  do  they  "  run  "  any  of  the  Wards,  there 
being  a  Sister  in  charge  and  a  Senior  Female 
Nurse  in  every  Ward  ;  also  the  Acute  Male  Wards 
are  entirely  nursed  by  Female  Nurses  with  the 
addition  of  a  Male  Nurse  for  screen  cases. 
Yours  faithfully, 

G.    E.    COPEMAN, 

Paddington  Hospital,  Matron. 

Harrow  Road,   W.  9. 

DEFENCELESS    REGISTERED    NURSES. 

To  ike  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  op  Nursino. 

Dear  Madam, — I  notice  in  the  report  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
published  in  your  last  issue,  that  a  letter  was  read 
in  which  the  writer  enquired  whether  the  Council 
had  not  thought  any  revision  of  the  Rules  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  deal  with  applications  on  their 
individual  merits,  and  emanating,  as  this  suggestion 
undoubtedly  does,  from  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd. — members  of  which  are  apprehensive  at  the 
statement  made  by  Dr.  Goodall  that  "  it  was 
quite  obvious  that  a  number  of  members  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  would  not  be  eligible 
to  come  on  to  the  State  Register  because  their 
training  was  insufficient  " — it  is  not  surprising  ; 
because,  in  that  case,  what  becomes  of  the  College 
pledge  that  its  members  should  automatically 
and  without  further  fee  come  on  to  the  State 
Register  when  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  was 
passed  ? 

It  is  perfectly  plain  that  it  is  desired  there 
should  be  a  revision  of  the  Rules  to  bring  the 
qualifications  of  these  ineligible  members  into 
line,  so  that  the  Council  of  the  College  Co.  can 
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keep  its  pledge,  and,  once  more,  the  General 
Nursing  Council  is  to  be  invited  to  condone  the 
indefensible  methods  by  which  the  Council  of 
the  College  obtained  upwards  of  15,000  guineas 
for  Registration  from  nurses. 

It  behoves  us,  therefore,  to  be  very  much  on 
our  guard  lest  the  very  moderate  standard  defined 
by  the  Council  should  be  whittled  away  and  our 
Act  made  valueless. 

As  a  Registered  Nurse  I  am  very  much  opposed 
to  a  revision  of  the  Rules.  The  Rules  as  approved 
by  the  Minister  of  Health  have  not  yet  been  in 
force  for  a  year,  and  have  already  been  tinkered 
with  in  a  number  of  particulars  at  the  instigation 
of  members  of  the  College,  and  it  must  create  a 
feeling  of  great  insecurity  in  the  minds  of  nurses, 
if,  at  any  meeting  of  the  Council,  Rules,  which 
have  been  approved  by  the  Minister  and  endorsed 
by  Parliament,  and  under  which  they  have  agreed 
to  be  registered,  can  be  overturned  and  something 
quite  difEerent  substituted. 

The  Registered  Nurses  are  in  a  most  dangerous 

position,    for   they   are   controlled   by   a   Council 

which  is  apparently   influenced  by  persons  who  are 

running,  for  financial  gain,  a  rival  Register  outside. 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfull^y, 

Beatrice  Kent, 
Registered  Nurse. 

KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Miss  M.  M.  G.  Bielby,  Cranford. — "  I  wish  your 
letter  to  Time  and  Tide,  which  is  crammed  with 
truth,  could  be  '  broadcasted '  to  the  general 
public." 

[The  general  public  has  so  long  been  crammed 
with  untruths  concerning  our  profession  it  will 
take  years  to  divest  it  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not 
composed  of  cringing  mendicants,  or  that  it  has 
any  ethical  standards  whatever." — Ed.] 

Ethics  All  Wrong. 
Miss  Joan  Moore. — "  I  cannot  agree  with  your 
advice,  dear  Editor,  that  nurses  should  register 
under  the  present  Council.  I  for  one  would  rather 
0  remain  a  quack  for  life.  In  my  training  school 
our  conduct  was  never  controlled  by  the  medical 
staff,  excepting  so  far  as  it  was  associated  with 
the  treatment  of  the  patients.  If  the  medical 
«taff  had  just  cause  of  complaint  it  was  made  to 
matron,  and  dealt  with  by  the  committee.  How 
otherwise  can  discipline  be  maintained  ?  The 
ethics  of  the  G.N.C.  are  all  wrong,  and  so  long  as 
doctors  and  ladies  of  title  control  it,  the  nurses  are 
degraded,  and  suffering  unjustifiable  professional 
and  personal  injury.  We  nurses  have  as  much 
right  to  govern  ourselves  through  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Acts  as  the  medical  profession  have 
through  the  Medical  Acts,  and  I  shall  stand  out 
on  priQciple,  even  if  I  do  suffer  for  it  in  the  future." 
[Unless  women  register  who  are  inspired  by  a 
sense  of  justice  and  a  love  of  Uberty,  as  our  corres- 
pondent evidently  is,  there  is  little  hope  of  raising 
nursing  from  its  present  "  serf  "  status.  We 
sympathise  strongly  with  our  spirited  correspon- 
dent, but  we  want  her  inside  and  not  outside  the 


profession;    she  would  be  more  helpful  to  her 
colleagues  as  a  Registered  Nurse. — Ed.] 

The  Scent  Scare. 
A  Past  Paddington  Pro. — "  Thank  you  for  enquir- 
ing from  Matron  about  the  "  scent  "  scare.  Such 
statements  injure  an  institution.  I  am  pleased  to 
record  the  just  and  kindly  manner  in  which  I  was 
treated  at  Paddington  Infirmary  during  my 
training.  I  also  sometimes  used  Eau-de-Cologne, 
and  have  also  committed  the  crime  of  powdering 
my  red  and  shiny  nose." 

Distinctive  Letters  for  Nurses. 
C.  F.  T.,  Fever  Nurse. — "  Mr.  M.  C.  Walshe  calls 
attention  ^o  a  very  real  difficulty — the  wearing  of 
letters  on  a  State  uniform  for  nurses  by  mental  and 
fever  speciaHsts — as  suggested  by  the  General 
Nursing  Councils  of  England  and  Scotland.  It  is 
an  ill-advised  proposal  anyway.  We  professional 
nurses  do  not  need  to  be  thus  labelled.  What  we 
do  need  are  authorised  letters  to  use  after  our 
names  for  clerical  purposes,  as  used  by  other 
professions ;  and,  after  much  thought  and  con- 
sultation with  other  nurses,  we  wish  for  S.R.N, 
for  general  nurses,  and  S.  for  State,  before  the 
distinctive  letters  for  speciaHsts,  Thus  S. R.F.N, 
for  State  Registered  Fever  Nurse.  I  hope  this 
will  soon  be  agreed  by  the  Council.  If  the  Badge 
is  worn  on  the  coat,  and  on  the  ribbon  of  the  hat, 
we  need  no  letters.  The  less  we  appear  like 
V.A.D.s  the  better." 

NOTICE. 

To  Nurses  about  to  Register. 

Nurses  who  wish  their  names  to  be  inserted 
in  the  first  issue  of  the  State  Register  must  send 
in  their  Application  Forms  at  once,  g,nd  those 
nurses  whose  applications  have  been  in  the  office 
for  some  time  and  who  have  received  no  intimation 
that  they  have  been  registered,  should  ask  for 
information,  as  names  should  be  submitted  to 
the   Council   in   strict   rotation. 

No  nurse  who  has  not  been  registered  by  October 
ist  next  will  be  eligible  to  vote  for  the  Direct 
Nurse  Representatives  at  the  forthcoming  election, 
so  that  there  is  no  time  to  lose  if  a  nurse  wishes  to 
exercise  her  professional  franchise. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  reference  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

WHERE     ro     REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 
England  and  Wales — 12.  York  Gate,  Regent's 

Park,  London,  N.W. 
Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS 

July  8th. — What  is  aneurysm  of  the  aorta  ? 
Mention  the  principal  symptoms.  State  the 
general  mode  of  treatment  and   management. 

July  15th. — What  indications  would  lead  you 
to  suspect  contracted  pelvis  ?  How  is  labour 
affected  by  this  condition  ? 
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MAISON  MATERNELLE  DE  LA  MARNE. 

The  opening  of  theTFriends'  Memorial  Hospital 
at  Chalons-sur-Marne  has  been  an  interesting 
occasion.  Founded  in  1914  as  a  maternity  hospital 
for  refugees  and  carried  on  under  the  Friends' 
Relief-  Committee  all  through  the  war  in  a 
wing[]j jof /^  the  town  workliouse,  evacuated  in 
1 91 8  for  six  months  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  it  made  its  third  and  last  house  moving 
on  May  13th,  this  time  into  the  beautiful  and 
commodious  home  which  has  been  built  for  it 
by  English  and  American  Friends.  (The  first 
baby  was  born  in  the  new  labour  ward  at  10  a.m.) 

First  came  the  unveiling  of  the  memorial 
tablet — the  wording  of  which  is  : — "  Memorial 
Hospital  of.  the  Mission  des  Amis,  opened  June 
17th,  1922  ;  dedicated  to  international  friend- 
ship ;  presented  to  the  people  of  France  by 
English  and  American  Friends  (Quakers)  and 
their  co-workers,  who,  duringjthe  agony  of  the 
world-war  and  the  years  that  followed,  founded 
and  maintained  the  Chalons  La  Maison  Maternelle 
de  la  Marne  'A  little  child  shaU  lead  them,'  Is.  xi,6." 
Then  the  hospital  was  open  for  inspection,  and 
very  many  enthusiastic  and  interesting  comments 
were  overheard  by  the  staff,  especially  from  a 
group  of  French  doctors,  one  of  whom  considered 
that  the  labour  ward  was  even  more  wonderful 
than  that  of  Angers,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the 
finest  in  France. 

Very  many  warm  and  enthusiastic  speeches  were 
made,  one  speaker  declaring  that  he  thought  this 
would  prove  an  historic  day  for  France,  as  the 
example  of  the  right  way  of  caring  for  in^ncy 
and  childbirth  wojuld  be  followed  throughout  the 
country. 

The  staff  is  thoroughly  international,  and  the 
Conseil  d' Administration  which  has  taken  over 
the  work  is  enthusiastic  over  the  excellent  results, 
both  professional  and  general,  of  this  combined 
service  for  the  French  people,  of  EngUsh,  French, 
and  American  nurses  and  aides. 

The  Prefet  of  the  Marne  and  the  President  of 
the  Conseil  d'Administration  (on  which  an  EngUsh 
Nurse  midwife  retains  a  place)  gaye  the  warmest 
thanks  of  the  PYench  Cjovernment  a^nd  the  people 
of  the  Marne  to  the  English  and  American  Friends, 
both  for  their  relief  work  in  war  time  and  this 
crowning  gift,  the  permanent  memorial  of  it. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Harvey,  who  replied  for  the  Friends, 
spoke  of  the  Society  of  Friends  being  a  pacifist 
Christian  Society,  who,  because  of  its  ideals,  tried 
to  help  the  suffering  people  not  only  of  France 
but  of  Central  Europe  ;  he  said  that  those  who 
had  worked  in  France  had  seen  much  of  generosity 
and  nobility  among  the  peasants,  and  had  learned 
to  love  and  to  believe  in  them ;  and  he  believed 
that  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  brotherhood  would 
bring  that  country  to  even  greater  heights  than 
it  had  hitherto  held. 


NURSE-MIDWIVES, 

What  is  a  Nurse-Midwife  ?  Usually  a  woman 
who  fulfils  the  requirement  of  the  State  as  to  her 
midwifery  qualification ;  indeed,  any  woman  who 
is  not  certified  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  who 
takes  or  uses  the  title  of  midwife  is  hable,  on 
summary  conviction,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £5. 
The  term  "  Nurse "  in  this  connection,  tacked 
on  to  the  State  qualification  of  "  certified  midwife  " 
has  no  definite  meaning,  but  in  the  n^ursing  world 
is  recognised  to  imply  tha,t  the  woman  has  gained 
an  elementary  insight  into  nursing  methods  in 
the  homes  of  the  poor,  and  elsewhere,  under  the 
aegis  of  a  County  Nursing  Association  under  lay 
control. 

The  correct  combination  is  that  of  a  Registered 
Nurse  and  a  Certified  Midwife,  and  it  is  quite 
unethical  to  tac^k  on  to  a  State  qualification  one 
which  does  not  conform  to  the  requirements  laid 
down  by  the  State.  We  hope  that  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  will  express  its  disapproval,  for 
it  is  as  derogatory  to  the  status  of  the  "  certified 
midwife"  to  be  associated  with  a  quack  nurse,  as 
it  would  be  for  members  of  the  medical  profession 
to  be  associated  with  unqualified  persons,  when  the 
thunders  of  the  General  Medical  Council  would  be 
let  loose,  and  the  offender  would  be  lucky  if  he 
were  not  removed  from  the  Medical  Register  for 
"  infamous  conduct  in  a  profession,al  respect." 

Registered  Nurses  and  Certified  Midwives  must 
protect  the  honour  of  their  cloth  now  that  they 
have  legal  status. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  BIRTH  CONTROL 
CONFERENCE. 

The  Fifth  International  Neo-Malthusian  and 
Birth  Control  Conference,  organised  by  the  Mal- 
thusian  League,  will  be  held  in  the  Kingsway  Hall, 
Kingsway,  W.C,  from  July  nth— 14th  inclusive. 
The  President  of  the  League,  and  the  Acting-Presi- 
dent of  the  Conference,  is  Mr.  C.  V.  Drysdale, 
O.B.E.,  D.Sc.(Lond),  F.R.S.E. 

An  interesting  list  of  speakers  is  announced.  On 
the  evening  of  Tuesday,  July  nth,  there  will  be  a 
reception  of  foreign  delegates  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  G.  Wells;  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  July 
1 2th,  a  public  dinner  to  celebrate  the  centenary  of 
birth  control  propaganda  by  Francis  Place;  and  on 
the  evening  of  Thursday,  July  13th,  a  public  meet- 
ing in  the  large  Kingsway  Hall,  when  Mr.  H.  G. 
Wells  will  preside.  On  Saturday,  July  15th,  there 
will  be  an  automobile  excursion  to  Dorking  to  visit 
the  birthplace  of  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Malthus,  author 
of  the  famous  Essay  on  the  Principle  of  Population. 

Application  for  members'  tickets  for  the  Confer- 
ence, including  a  reserved  seat  for  the  public  meet- 
ing on  July  13th  (price  los.)  should  be  made,  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mrs.  B.  I. 
Drysdale,  124,  Victoria  Street,  S.W.i. 
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EDITORIAL. 

SHIFTING    SANDS. 

Member*;  of  the  press  who  attend  the  meet- 
ings" of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  are  accus- 
tomed to  hear  the  reply  g-iven  by  the  Board, 
to  those  who  write  proposing-  alterations  in 
the  Rules  laid  down  by  the  Board,  that  the 
points  will  be  noted  for  consideration  at  the 
next  revision  of  the  Rules,  which  are  approved 
by  the  Minister  of  Health  for  a  definite  period. 

How  necessary  this  is  may  be  seen  from  the 
history  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  In  July,  192 1,  the  Rules 
framed  by  it,  after  most  careful  consideration, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Nursing  Profession  as  a 
whole,  irrespective  of  any  group  whatever, 
were  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  and 
by  last  November  had  been  laid  before  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  for  the  prescribed 
period.  They  were  good  and  just  Rules,  and 
some  thousands  of  nurses  applied  for  Regis- 
tration and  were  accepted,  in  accordance  with 
their  provisions.  But  immediately  attempts 
were  made  to  substitute  others,  and  it  is  in- 
structive to  notice  the  reasons  for  this  action. 

(i)  It  was  found  that  a  member  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  could  not  be 
accredited  in  the  State  Register  with  a  certifi- 
•  cate  of  training,  for  the  very  sufficient  reason 
that  she  did  not  possess  one,  but  notice  was 
immediately  given  by  another  member  of  the 
College  Council  of  a  Resolution  which,  if 
carried,  would  have  had  the  effect  of  depriving 
all  nurses  who  p>ossessed  certificates  of  effi- 
ciency of  the  record  of  these  on  the  State 
Register,  reserving  the  use  of  the  word 
"certificate"  for  nurses  admitted  to  the 
Register  in  the  future,  as  a  result  of  State 
Examination — a  most  cruel  injustice  to  the 
highly  qualified  nurses,  certificated  after  ex- 
amination, already  in  practice. 

(2)  A  new  Rule  was  proposed  and  carried, 
the  effect  of  which  is  to  give  preferential  treat- 
ment to  members  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  who  apply  for  Registration,  by  relieving 
them  of  the  necessity  for  submitting  direct 
documentary  evidence  as  to  their  qualifications 
to  the  authority  appointed  by  Parliament  to 
compile  the  State  Register. 


(3)  The  Rules  sanctioned  by  Parliament  in 
November  provided  that  the  term  of  office  of 
the  Standing  Committees  should  expire  with 
the  term  of  office  of  the  present  Council.  A 
new  Rule  was  proposed  by  a  member  of  the 
Council,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  for  a  perfectly  obvious 
reason,  in  substitution  of  the  original  Rule, 
whereby  new  Standing  Committees  were 
appointed  within  a  few  months  of  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Council,  giving  power  to  remove 
from  office  persons  who  were  opposed  to  pre- 
ferential.  treatment  for  one  group  of  nurses. 

(4)  A  letter  was  read  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  from  Miss  M.  M. 
C.  Herbert,  a  College  Member,  referring  to 
the  restrictions  as  to  qualifications  imp)osed  by 
the  present  Rules,  and  inquiring  whether  the 
Council  had  not  thought  any  revision  neces- 
sary, to  enable  them  to  deal  with  applications 
on  their  individual  merits. 

The  inference  is  clear.  It  is  an  open  secret 
that  an  Hon.  Officer  of  the  College  of  Nurs- 
ing, Ltd.,  is  not  qualified  under  the  present 
Rules  for  admission  to  the  State  Register,  and, 
therefore,  once  again  the  standard  of  registra- 
tion is  in  jeopardy  on  a  purely  personal  issue. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  has  laid  down 
one  year's  trainingf  in  a  General  Hospital,  or 
Poor  Law  Infirmary,  with  two  years'  subse- 
quent experience,  as  a  minimum  requirement. 

At  the  instigation  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
is  this  very  moderate  requirement  now  to  be 
swept  aside?  Are  the  floodgates  to  be  opened 
for  the  admission  of  Cottage  Nurses,  V.A.D.s, 
and  all  and  sundry  to  the  State  Register  of 
Nurses,  because  its  Council  have  pJ^ced  un- 
trained persons  on  their  Register,  and  have 
taken  money  from  these  persons,  up>on  the 
now  notorious  pledge  that  they  shall  be  placed 
automatically  on  the  State  Register  without 
further  fee,  and  have  thus  laid  themselves  open 
to  action s-at-law  unless  the  General  Nursing 
Council  comes  to  the  rescue? 

The  whole  situation  is  an  eloquent  plea  for 
the  stabilising  of  statutory'  Rules  for  at  least 
twelve  months,  once  they  have  received  Parlia- 
mentary sanction. 
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OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 

WHAT  15  ANEURYSM  OF  THE  AORTA?   MENTION 

THE  PRINCIPAL  SYMPTOMS.   STATE  THE  GENERAL 

MODE  OF  TREATMENT  ANU  MANAQEMbNT. 

We  have  pdeasure  in  awardingf  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  E.  A.  Noblett,  London  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street,  W.C.i. 

PkIZE     PAPER. 

An  aneurysm  may  be  defined  as  "  a  localised 
and  persistent  dilatation  of  a  tolood-vessel," 
and  may  be  classified  as  folloiws  : — 

1.  Fusiform  or  spindle-shaped,  where  the 
dilatation  of  the  vessel  is  more  or  less  uniform. 
All  the  arterial  coats  are  present  in  the  sac. 

2.  Sacculated,  where  a  limited  part  of  the 
vessel  only  is  dilated.  The  inner  and  middle 
coats  are  ruptured,  and  the  sac  is  formed  by 
the  outer  coat. 

3.  Dissectingf.  The  inner  coats  being"  rup- 
tured, the  blood  forces  its  way  between  their 
layers  and  breaks  back  into  the  vessel  lower 
down. 

The  two  main  causes  of  aneurysm  are  : — 

(a)  Damag^e  to  the  vessel  walls. 

(b)  Increased  vascular  strain. 

The  Aorta  is  the  most  frequent  seat  of 
aneurysm  in  the  body,  both,  the  fusiform  and 
saccular  varieties  being-  common  in  this  situa- 
tion. There  are  many  reasons  why  aneurysms 
should  be  so  common  in  the  arch  of  the  aorta  : — 

(a)  It  is  much  curved. 

(b)  The  first  part  of  the  arch  has  very  little 
support. 

(c)  The  blood-stream  ejected  during  systoles 
of  the  heart  tends  to  bulge  the  aorta  locally 

(d)  This  part  is  much  more  affected  by  the 
variation  of  the  cardiac  pressure  than  the  distal 
arteries. 

(e)  Aortitis  and  atheroma  are  very  common 
in  this  situation. 

Aortic  aneurysm  occurs  most  frequently 
amongst  men  who  are  either  prematurely  old 
through  intemperance,  syphilis,  &c. ,  or  in  those 
eng^ag'ed  in  occupations  which  tend  to  increase 
the  normal  aortic  strain,  such  as  hammermen, 
rivetters,  and  young-  soldiers  subjected  to 
forced  marches  with  heavy  kit,  &c. 

The  symptoms  depend  on  the  portion  of  the 
arch  affected  and  on  the  size  and  shape  of  the 
aneurysm.     Briefly  they  are  : — 

1.  Symptoms  in  connection  with  the  circula- 
tion— palpitation,  ang^inoid  pains,  imperfect 
fillings  of  the  arteries,  and  sometimes  difference 
in  the  two  radial  pulses. 

2.  Symptoms  due  to  pressure  : — 


(a)  (Esophagus.  There  is  difficulty  in 
swallowing-,  especially  solids. 

(b)  Respiratory  system.  Less  air  enters  the 
lung,  the  bronchus  of  which  is  pressed  upon. 
There  is  much  dyspnoea,  and  a  peculiar  altera- 
tion of  the  voice. 

(c)  Implication  of  nerves.  The  symptoms 
will  depend  on  the  amount  of  pressure  exerted 
on  the  nerves.  Thus,  if  slig-ht,  we  get  symp^ 
toms  due  to  irritation;  if  severe,  symptoms  due 
to  paralysis. 

(d)  Veins.  CEdemai  of  the  superior  ex- 
tremities, one  side  of  the  head,  &c. 

(e)  Bones.  Erosion  and  absorption ;  the 
process  being-  accompanied  usually  with  intense 
boringf  pain.  When  the  spine  is  involved  the 
pain  is  intense,  due  to  irritation  of  the  inter- 
costal nerves  and  meninges ;  there  may  be  much 
deformity,  and  even  paraphlegia,  through  im- 
plication of  the  spinal  marrow ;  and  a  murmur 
may  be  heard  over  the  spine. 

(/)  Thoracic  Duct.  Rapid  emaciation  and 
fatty  stools.  Pressure  on  the  thoracic  duct  is 
very  rare. 

Inspection  may  reveal  a  pulsatile  swelling, 
usually  to  the  right  of  the  sternum. 

The  X-Rays  may  show  the  presence  of  a 
pulsating  shadow  in  the  mediastinum. 

Treatment — General. — Everything  must  be 
done  to  quiet  the  circulation,  by  the  observance 
of  absolute  rest,  and  abstinence  from  all 
alcoholic  drinks,  &c.  The  diet  should  be 
nourishing,  but  limited,  and  the  quantity  of 
liquid  taken  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The 
bowels  should  be  carefully  regulated.  After 
some  weeks  or  months  of  absolute  rest,  the 
patient  may  be  allowed  to  resume  a  very  care- 
fully guarded  life. 

Medicincd. — Anodynes  and  sedatives  are 
called  for,  but  iodide  of  potassium  in  consider- 
able doses  daily  is  the  most  efficacious  among 
drugs. 

Local  treatment  is  highly  unsatisfactory. 

Considering  the  hopeless  character  of  this 
affection,  morphia  may,  in  the  last  stages,  be 
given  with  some  freedom  if  it  is  called  for  by 
severe  pain.  Death  is  usually  due  to  rupture 
into  the  pericardium. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  f  ollowiing  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss  Amy  Phipps,  Miss  S.  A. 
Cross,  Miss  Myers,  Mrs.  Farthing,  Miss 
Henrietta  Ballard. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  indications  would  lead  youi  to  suspect 
contracted  pelvis?  How  is  labour  affected  by 
this  condition? 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  paid  a  visit  on 
Tuesday  to  the  New  Building-  of  Queen  Mary's 
Maternity  Home  at  Hampstead. 


The  International  Course  of  Training  for 
Public  Health  Nurses  (Class  1 921 -1922),  held 
at  Bedford  CoUegfe  for  Women,  University  of 
London,  and  org-anised  by  the  League  of  Red 
Cross  Societies,  has  just  condtuded,  and  on 
Thursday,  July  6th,  H.R.H.  Princess  Christian 
is  presenting-  certificates  to  the  Graduating 
Class  at  Bedford  Colleg-e,  Reg-ent's  Park. 
The  Board  of  Governors  of  the  League  of 
Red  Cross  .Societies  has  issued  invitations  for 
this  interesting^  occasion,  when  the  prog-ramme 
will  be  as  follows  : — 

Opening  Address. — Sir  Arthur  Stanley, 
Member  of  Board  of  Governors,  League  of  Red 
Cross  Societies. 

Presentation  of  Students  to  Her  Royal  High- 
ness by  Misis  Marg-aret  J.  Tuke,  Principal, 
Bedford  Colleg-e  for  Women, 

Presentation  of  Certificates  to  International 
Students. — Her  Royal  Hig^hness  Prinoess 
Christian. 

Address.—"  The  Role  of  the  Pubdic  Health 
Nurse  in  the  Public  Health  Programme." 
Professor  Selscar  M.  Gunn,  Director  of 
European   Activities,    Rockefeller   Foundation. 

Vote  of  thanks  to  H.R.H.  Princess  Christian. 
— Sir  Claude  Hill,  Director-General,  League  of 
Red  Cross  Societies. 

The  Graduating  Class  are  Misses  Marianne 
Danko  (Austria),  Boiana  Christova  (Bulgaria), 
Nora  Moore  (Canada),  Marie  Anzenbacherova 
(Czecho-Slovakia),  Anna  Erma  (Esthonia), 
Venny  Snellman  (Finland),  Margaret  James 
(Great  Britain),  Gizil  de  Hodossy  (Hungary), 
Masayo  Tabuchi  (Japan),  Elsa  Grivan  (Latvia), 
Elisabeth  Anna  Deuchler  (Mexico),  and  Edith 
Webster  (New,  Zealamd). 

The  professional  and  social  intercourse  be^ 
tween  the  nurses  of  these  countries  made 
possible  by  these  courses  must  be  fruitful  in 
gfood  result,  and  the  fact  that  so  many  students 
are  ready  to  spend  a  year  in  a  foreign  country, 
to  study  in  a  foreign  languag-e,  is  proof  of  the 
sincerity  of  their  desire  to  equip  themselves 
thoroughly  for  their  chosen  profession,  as  well 
as  of  their  linguistic  abilities. 


On  the  27th  ult.  the  need  of  a  nurses'  home 
in  connection  with  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Liver- 
pool, was  brought  before  the  public  with  em- 


phasis, when  crowds  assembled  at  a  huge 
bazaar  in  aid  of  the  building  fund  of  the  new 
home,  which  has  been  under  consideration  for 
so  long. 

The  bazaar  was  opened  by  Lady  Maureen 
Stanley,  who  said  the  new  Home  was  a  most 
worthy  object,  and  concluded  by  thanking  the 
Matron,  Mis.s  Cummins,  and  the  nurses  for 
organising  it. 

The  Lord  Mayor  said  the  Royal  Infirmary 
trained  splendid  nurses,  who  were  able  to  give 
loving  care  and  skilled  attention  to  those 
stricken  by  illness.  It  was  really  the  matron 
and  the  nurses  who  were  making  this  call  for 
a  new  Nurses'  Home,  and  the  public  of  Liver- 
pool must  respond  to  it. 

Mr.  H.  Wade  Deacon,  Chairman  of  the 
Infirmary  Committee,  said  it  was  only  right 
that  the  nurses  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  should 
be  properly  housed.  He  was  hopeful  they 
would  raise  ;i{^5o,ooo  throug-h  the  bazaar,  as 
the  completed  scheme  would  cost  ;£ioo,ooo. 

The  Matron  (Miss  Cummins)  referred  to  the 
present  Nurses'  Home  in  Ashton  Street  as  "  a 
horrible  hovel,"  adding  that  it  was  a  disgrace 
that  nurses  sihould  be  compelled  to  live  in  such 
a  place.  Her  object  in  suggesting  the  bazaar 
was,  firstly,  to  stimulate  the  committee  as  a 
whole ;  secondly,  to  stimulate  the  spirit  of 
esprit  de  corps  in  the  Royal  Infirmary,  of 
which  they  were  all  so  proud ;  and,  thirdly,  to 
stimulate  the  spirit  of  the  public  outside  the 
institution.  Miss  Cummins  felt  she  had 
attained  the  first  two  objects,  and  she  was 
hopeful  that  she  would  be  equally  successful 
regarding  the  third.  She  pointed  to  the 
example  of  self-sacrifice  set  by  many  poor 
patients  in  contributing  towards  the  building- 
fund. 

The  goods  for  sale  included  fruit,  flowers, 
farm  produce  of  the  first  freshness,  which 
were  quickly  disposed  of  by  Sister  Glover  and 
Sister  Stuart-Park ;  soaps,  scents,  and  smokes 
were  sold  by  Sister  Edmondson  and  Sister 
Oliver;  and  babies'  and  children's  clothes  by 
Sister  Casey  and  Sister  Geden.  The  collection 
of  toys  was  exceptionally  good,  including  a 
miniature  bedstead  with  all  furnishings  com- 
plete even  to  the  white  satin  eiderdown,  which 
was  the  work  of  the  porter  of  the  Infirmary 
and  his  wife.  Dainty  lingerie  baskets,  pottery 
and  china,  cakes  and  sweets,  found  ready 
purchasers,  and  there  was  a  steady  flow  of 
customers  for  tea  and  ices. 

The  side-shows  and  Fun  of  the  Fair  were 
under  the  direction  of  the  resident  medical 
officers,  assisted  by  medical  students  of  the 
Liverpool  University. 
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THE    NIGHTINGALE   SHORE    HOME. 

The  Nightingale  Shore  Home,  the  new  Home 
of  the  Queen's  Nurses,  at  10,  Mall  Road,  Hammer- 
smith (opened  on  Saturday,  July  ist,  by  H.R.H. 
Princess  Louise  Duchess  of  Argyll),  is  quite  charm- 
ing, giving  an  impression  first  of  adequate  funda- 
mentals such  as  the  space,  air,  and  sunlight, 
essential  for  good  health,  and  then  of  comfort, 
harmonious  colouring,  beautiful  pictures,  which 
rest  the  eyes,  and  the  spirit  to  which  they  are  the 
windows,  when  busy  nurses  return  from  their 
day's  work  to  gather  fresh  strength  for  work  to 
come. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  those  who  have 
followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Hammersmith  and 
Fulham  District  Nursing  Association,  that  it  had 
its  headquarters  at  Camforth  Lodge,  Hammer- 
smith, close  to  the  Fulham  Road.  The  lease 
fell  in,  and  the  purchase  price  was  prohibitive, 
and  eventually,  as  the  Fulham  D.N.A.  was 
separated  from  the  Hammersmith  Branch,  and 
proximity  to  Fulham  was  then  no  longer  imperative 
the  house  at  10,  Mall  Road  was  purchased.  Out 
of  the  sum  of  ;^i,ioo  subscribed  as  a  memorial 
to  Miss  Florence  Nightingale  Shore,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  whose  tragic  and  violent  death 
in  a  South  Coast  train,  will  be  within  the  memory 
of  our  readers,  the  necessary  alterations  were 
carried  out,  and  a  room  in  her  memory  has  been 
set  apart  as  a  guest  room  for  Queen's  Nurses 
passing  through  London,  which  should  prove  a 
real  haven  of  rest  and  refreshment. 

On  entering  the  hall,  which  is  papered  with 
a  self-coloured  paper,  and  has  a  dark  brown  dado 
and  a  white  frieze — ^brightened  on  Saturday  last 
with  fuschias,  spireas,  and  variegated  plants — 
one  realised  that  the  airiness  was  due  in  part  to 
the  current  of  air  passing  through  the  house  from 
the  door  at  the  farther  end  of  the  hall  leading  to 
the  garden  at  the  back,  for  one  of  the  delights  of 
the  house  is  that  it  has  a  quite  large  garden,  a 
greenhouse,  space  for  a  chicken  run,  and,  in 
addition,  possesses  accommodation  for  six  horses, 
by  letting  which  the  Committee  hope  to  reduce 
the  interest  still  due  to  the  bank  on  £2,006  of  the 
purchase  money. 

The  dining  room,  with  office  beyond,  is  on  the 
right  as  one  enters,  and  the  kitchen  behind, 
with  service  hatch  opening  into  the  dining  room — 
an  arrangement  which  must  minimize  the  work 
of  a  busy  domestic  staff.  On  the  left  is  the 
nurses'  sitting  room,  with  restful  green  walls,  and 
behind,  the  sitting  room  of  the  Superintendent, 
Miss  Rogers,  a  charming  room  with  self-coloured 
walls,  blue  carpet,  blue  and  brown  chair  covers, 
delightful  pictures,  a  big  window  at  the  farther 
end,  and  at  the  side  a  French  window  opening 
into  the  garden.  The  general  impression  of 
brightness  was  heightened  by  the  profusion  of 
red  and  white  fuschias,  and  pink  and  white 
carnations  and  ferns,  which  decorated  the  mantel- 
piece and  tables. 

Upstairs  there  are  two  floors  with  a  bath  room 
on  each,  and  arrangements  for  shampooing  the 


hair  have  not  been  forgotten.  Each  nurse  has  a 
comfortably-furnished  bedroom,  the  colour  of  the 
papers  being  green  for  the  most  part,  but  that  of 
the  Superintendent's  room  is  self  colour,  and  the 
guest  room — the  memorial  to  Miss  Nightingale 
Shore — a  restful  blue. 

Deep  interest  centres  of  course  in  this  room. 
At  the  door  is  an  old  Gaelic  Rune  "  recovered  by 
Kenneth  Macleod  "  : — 

Rune  of  Hospitality. 
I  saw  a  stranger  yestreen  ; 
I  put  food  in  the  eating  place 
Drink  in  the  drinking  place, 
Music  in  the  listening  place. 
And  in  the  sacred  name  of  the  Triune, 
He  blessed  myself  and  my  House, 
My  cattle  and  my  dear  ones. 
And  the  lark  said  in  her  song. 

Often,  often,  often, 
Goes  the  Christ  in  the  stranger's  guise. 

Often,  often,  often 
Goes  the  Christ  in  the  stranger's  guise. 

In  this  room  the  carpet  like  the  walls  is  blue, 
and  any  guest  must,  we  think,  be  permeated  by 
its  restfulness  and  charm.  The  black  satin 
eiderdown,  with  a  bright  blue  and  pink  border,  on 
the  spotless  bedding  of  the  brown  bedstead 
promises  warmth  and  comfort.  Over  the  bed 
hangs  a  picture  of  the  lovely  Madonna  and  Child 
from  Raphael's  "  Madonna  di  San  Sisto,"  and 
amongst  other  well-known  pictures  are  that  of 
"  Gethsemane,"  "  Peace,"  a  Good  Shepherd, 
and  a  picture  of  Miss  Florence  Nightingale,  with, 
near  by,  that  of  her  namesake  and  godchild,  to 
whose  memory  the  room  is  dedicated.  Miss  Florence 
Nightingale  Shore.  There  is  a  bureau  where 
letters  may  be  penned,  books  for  the  literary- 
minded,  and  near  the  pictures  of  No.  24  General 
Hospital,  to  which  Miss  Nightingale  Shore  was 
attached,  a  little  glass  case  suspended  on  the  wall 
containing  her  medals  and  other  decorations. 
The  atmosphere  of  stillness,  of  service,  of  self- 
sacrifice  which  pervades  the  little  room  makes  it 
seem  a  holy  place. 

Amongst  those  assembled  to  receive  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Duchess  of  Argyll,  were  Councillor 
Marshall  Hays  the  Mayor  of  Hammersmith,  in 
his  official  robes.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Home,  the  Superintendent  Miss  Rogers,  Dr. 
Walter  Fry,  Hon.  Secretary,  and  the  Bishop  of 
Lichfield  (the  Right  Rev.  J.  A.  Kempthorne,  D.D.). 

The  Mayor,  in  welcoming  the  Princess  to  the 
Borough  of  Hammersmith,  referred  to  her  interest 
in  Nursing,  and  in  this  Home  in  particular,  an 
interest  he  was  confident  would  be  continued. 

In  reply,  the  Princess  expressed  her  delight  at 
visiting  the  Home  and  said  how  splendidly  its 
nursing  staff  dovetailed  in  with  those  of  the 
Kensington  Home.  Her  Royal  Highness  con- 
cluded, "  Thank  you  for  asking  me  ;  I  wish  you 
good  luck,  and  hope  that  you  will  carry  on  as  you 
have  been  doing." 

The  Bishop  then  said  the  dedicatory  prayers, 
saying  in  conclusion  : — 

"  To  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  the  people 
of  this  place,  we  bless  and  dedicate  this  House." 
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The  Princess  then  inspected  the  Home  and 
afterwards  tea  was  served  in  the  Superintendent's 
room.  Amongst  those  present  were  Miss  Beads- 
more-Smith,  Matron-in-Chief  of  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  ;  Miss  L.  E. 
Jolley,  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  at 
HoUoway  Prison  ;  and  Miss  Ellen  Greenstreet,  of 
the  Guild  of  St.  Barnabas.  We  heard  the  Princess 
say,  in  reply  to  an  answer  from  Miss  Jolley,  "  And 
what  are  you  doing  there  ?  "  and  turning  to  the 
Bishop  she  remarked,  "  This  lady  says  she  comes 
from  HoUoway  Prison."  We  have  no  doubt  Miss 
Jolley  availed  herself  of  the  opportunity  to  say 
"  what  she  was  doing  there." 

We  must  not  forget  to  mention  the  district 
room  in  the  basement  where  supplies  are  kept, 
bags  refilled  and  stored,  and  where  the  marble 
top  of  a  washstand  has,  with  the  instinct  of 
Queen's  Nurses  for  useful  contrivances,  been 
cunningly  fixed  in  readiness  for  all  sorts  of  pur- 
poses. 

We  re-echo  the  Princess's  wish  for  "  good  luck  " 
to  the  Hammersmith  Queen's  Nurses,  and  to.  all 
Queen's  Nurses  in  the  splendid  work  they  are  doing 
for  the  community,  both  in  the  care  of  the  sick 
and  as  Health  Missioners  in  their  homes. 


TO  NURSES  ABOUT  TO  REGISTER. 

Nurses  who  wish  their  names  to  be  inserted 
in  the  first  issue  of  the  State  Register  must  send 
in  their  Application  Forms  at  once,  gjid  those 
nurses  whose  applications  have  been  in  the  office 
for  Some  time  and  who  have  received  no  intimation 
that  they  have  been  registered,  should  ask  for 
information,  as  names  should  be  submitted  to 
the   Council  in   strict   rotation. 

No  nurse  who  has  not  been  registered  by  October 
ist  next  will  be  eligible  to  vote  for  the  Direct 
Nurse  Representatives  at  the  forthcoming  election, 
so  that  there  is  no  time  to  lose  if  a  nurse  wishes  to 
exercise  her  professional  franchise. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

WHERE     ro     REGISTER. 

Apply  for  AppUcation  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 
England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 

Park,  London,  N.W. 
Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 


To  what  base  uses  is  the  uniform  of  the  trained 
nurse  put !  A  person  dressed  as  a  hospital 
nurse,  accompanied  by  a  woman,  applied,  on  the 
grounds  of  humanity,  to  be  permitted  to  enter 
the  Four  Courts,  Dublin,  during  the  siege  to 
minister  to  the  wounded.  On  being  taken  before 
the  officer-in-command  of  the  Government  troops, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  supposed  nurse  was 
ex-Commandant  Tom  Barry,  Chief-of- Staff,  and 
a  very  active  member  of  the  Irregulars  in  Southern 
Ireland. 


NURSES'  MISSIONARY  LEAGUE  "CAWP." 

Impressions  of  Camp  !  How  shall  I  convey 
them  ?  First  of  all  do  not  imagine  us  dweUing  in 
tents  !  We  are  housed  in  some  of  the  rooms  of 
what  has  been  a  very  large  and  beautiful  private 
house  standing  in  its  own  grounds  of  more  than 
eighty  acres,  where  arrangements  are  now  made 
for  parties  of  students,  or  others  like  ourselves,  who 
wish  to  meet  together  in  really  beautiful  sur- 
roundings in  the  country.  High  Ashurst  (the  name 
of  the  house)  is  about  3^  miles  from  Dorking,  and 
we  are  high  up,  right  among  the  Surrey  hills,  and 
close  to  the  common  and  to  the  woods.  Our  party 
includes  nurses  of  all  branches.  Private,  District, 
Hospital,  Visiting  and  Health,  as  also  Missionary 
Nurses  from  the  Soudan  and  India. 

How  do  we  spend  our  days  ?  Breakfast  is  at  nine, 
but  at  7.30  a  most  acceptable  cup  of  tea  is  brought 
to  us.  Meals  are  at  small  tables,  and  we  vary  our 
places  as  much  as  possible.  Then  comes  Morning 
Prayers  with  a  short  Bible  reading  by  Miss  Richard- 
son on  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians.  A  large  part 
of  the  day  is  free,  and  one  can  be  just  as  slack  or  as 
energetic  as  one  desires.  During  the  first  two  or 
three  days  before  any  rain  had  come,  I  think 
slackness  predominated,  and  some  delightful  nooks 
were  found  in  the  large  gardens,  where  roses,  sweet 
peas,  &c.,  abound.  Since  it  became  colder  a  good 
many  exploring  expeditions  have  been  carried  out. 
The  country  round  is  most  inviting,  for  each  walk 
puts  one  on  the  scent  of  several  more,  and  the  air 
on  the  common  is  so  invigorating.  Each  evening 
after  supper  we  have  had  a  Devotional  Meeting, 
with  addresses  on  such  topics  as  "  The  Basis  of 
Discipleship  "  and  "  The  Holy  Spirit,"  and  these 
have  been  most  uplifting  and  helpful.  On  some 
days  we  have  had  Bible  Study  Circles. 

Teatime  is,  naturally,  perhaps  the  most  sociable 
time  of  the  day.  High  Ashurst  may  be  specially 
recommended  for  its  bread  and  butter  and  buns  ! 
As  we  sit  about  for  a  little  while  after  tea,  indoors 
or  out  as  the  case  may  be,  one  of  the  nurses  from 
abroad  will  tell  us  about  the  work  in  her  Mission 
Hospital,  helping  us  to  realize  the  strange  con- 
ditions, the  special  difficulties,  the  wonderful 
opportunities  and  scope  of  the  work,  and  last, 
though  not  least,  the  great  joy  and  satisfaction  of 
it — until  some  at  least  are  feeling  :  "  If  only  I  were 
younger.  .  .  .  "  On  other  days  there  will  be 
photos  of  these  hospitals  to  be  passed  round,  or 
letters  read  aloud  from  other  members  of  the 
League  who  are  working  abroad. 

One  feature  of  the  "  Camp  "  is  the  "  family  " 
feeling  that  prevails  ;  in  spite  of  many  differences 
in  outlook  and  in  work  we  find  that  we  have  so 
much  in  common.  We  wish  more  nurses  were  here 
with  us  ! 

"  A  Camper." 

Princess  Alice,  accompanied  by  the  Earl  of 
Athlone,  attended  Founders'  Day  at  the  Cripples' 
Hospital,  Alton,  Hants,  and  Queen  Alexandra 
sent  a  telegram  expressing  her  deep  and  sym- 
pathetic interest  in  the  work. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE    CORPORATION. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  of  the  members 
at  the  Annual  Meeting,  which  took  place  on 
Friday,  June  30th.  At  4.30  p.m.  the  members 
were  the  guests  of  Mrs.  Campbell  Thomson,  Nurse 
Honorary  Secretary,  who  had  given  instructions 
for  a  specially  nice  tea  to  be  provided  for  those 
attending  the  meeting.  Everyone  appeared  to 
enjoy  the  delightful  cakes  and  tea,  and  the  ices 
provided  afterwards.  The  R.B.N. A.  Annual 
Meeting  is  always  pre-eminently  a  day  of  reviving 
old  friendship  ;  most  of  our  members  are  very 
busy  people,  but  for  "  auld  acquaintance  sake  " 
many  make  a  special  effort  to  attend  and  to  meet 
old  friends  and  new.  It  was  therefore  a  happy 
thought  of  the  Nurse  Honorary  Secretary  to  decide 
to'give  the  members  tea  before  the  business  part 
of  the  meeting  commenced.  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  President  arrived  punctually  at  half-past  five 
p.m.  Her  bouquet  of  mauve  and  pink  carnations 
with  asparagus  fern,  tied  with  dainty  pink  ribbon, 
was  presented  by  Miss  Ruth  Giles,  the  little 
daughter  of  one  of  the  members. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

After  the  notice  convening  the  meeting  and  the 
Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had  been  read, 
Mr.  Paterson,  Medical  Honorary  Secretary,  read 
the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee.  This 
referred  very  largely  to  events  which  had  been 
already  reported  through  the  medium  of  our 
official  organ  as  they  occurred.  Reference  was 
made  to  various  steps  which  the  Association  had 
taken  in  connection  with  matters  of  importance 
to  Nurses'  interests.  Notably,  a  deputation  to 
the  Minister  of  Health  to  protest  against  the 
proposal  of  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  to  place 
on  the  General  Register  nurses  trained  in  Fever 
Nursing  only — a  proposal  which  was  ultimately 
withdrawn.  Also  the  Association  took  an  active 
part  in  combating  the  proposals  of  certain  members 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales  to  deprive  Nurses  of  the  record  of  their 
Certificates  in  the  published  State  Register,  an 
injury  which  has  also  been  prevented. 

Naturally,  a  considerable  part  of  the  Report 
was  connected  with  the  Club  established  last  year. 
It  was  shown  that  this  had  proved  a  complete 


success,  and  had  been  very  largely  taken  advantage 
of  by  the  R.B.N.A.  Nurses  for  residential  purposes. 
Members  were  urged  to  use  all  their  influence  to 
make  the  Club  known  to  other  nurses  and  to 
induce  them  to  become  members  in  order  that  it 
should  be  established  on  a  sound  economic  basis. 
The  Report  referred  to  the  help  which  the  Council 
had  received  from  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Presi- 
dent. "  Only  those  who  were  most  actively 
engaged  in  promoting  the  scheme  know  how  much 
time  and  thought  and  how  much  practical  help 
and  advice  your  President  has  given  to  it,  simply 
because  she  knew  that  it  was  a  project  which  the 
Nurses  had  very  greatly  at  heart.  The  kindness 
and  thought  of  Her  Royal  Highness  for  the  Nurses 
is  writ  large  in  the  annals  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association,  and  has  played  a  very  great 
part  in  forging  the  unity  and  loyalty  which  link 
together  so  strongly  we  who  are  Members  of  the 
Association."  Reference  was  made  to  the  kind- 
ness of  Her  Royal  Highness  in  sending  to  the 
Nurses  a  large  number  of  theatre  tickets.  Gifts 
of  seats  at  the  Albert  Hall  had  been  received  from 
Lady  Bowden  Smith ;  Mrs.  Hayes  Palmer  had 
sent  many  gifts  of  flowers  and  papers  for  the 
nurses,  and  the  Executive  Committee  also  expressed 
their  thanks  for  the  beautiful  case  of  glass  and 
mahogany  given  by  Miss  Liddiatt  to  preserve  the 
banner,  and  many  other  gifts  from  members  of  the 
Corporation.  Appreciation  was  expressed  of  the 
services  of  Miss  Beatrice  Cutler,  in  organising  the 
Club,  and  of  the  valuable  honorary  work  of  Miss 
Grace  Anderson,  given  while  the  Association  had 
its  premises  in  Orchard  Street. 

The  Report  was  seconded  by  Miss  Helen  Pearse, 
Superintendent  of  the  L.C.C.  School  Nurses.  She 
congratulated  Mr.  Paterson  on  the  satisfactory 
Report  which  he  had  presented  and  upon  the 
work  accomplished  by  the  Association  throughout 
the  year.  The  present  headquarters,  said  Miss 
Pearse,  must  prove  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
profession  in  the  future,  as  a  centre  to  which 
nurses  from  all  parts  of  the  world  would  find  their 
way  in  order  to  learn  all  that  was  to  be  known  of 
Nursing  organisation  in  England.  Miss  Pearse 
specially  congratulated  Mr.  Paterson  on  the 
success  which  had  attended  his  scheme  for  founding 
a  club  for  the  nurses,  and  said  that  the  extent  to 
which  they  were  taking  advantage  of  it  must  be  a 
source  of  great  gratification  to  him. 
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The  Financial  Report. 

In  the  Financial  Report,  it  was  satisfactory  to 
note  that  there  had  been  an  excess  of  income  over 
the  expenditure  of  £S^  4s.  id.  This  the  Hon. 
Treasurer  regarded  as  encouraging  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  there  had  been  exceedingly  heavy 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  present  premises 
and  also  with  those  of  which  the  Lease  had  been 
surrendered  during  the  year.  He  thanked  the 
House  Committee  for  the  valuable  work  they 
had  done  in  guiding  the  inaugural  work  of  the 
Club,  and  stated  that  the  Association  was  specially 
indebted  to  Mrs.  Campbell  Thomson  in  this  con- 
nection. Warm  appreciation  was  expressed  of 
the  splendid  support  given  to  the  Club  in  the  Press 
by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Hon.  Editor  of  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing.  There  was  a  small 
excess  of  income  over  expenditure  in  the  Helena 
Benevolent  Fund,  while  the  expenditure  in  the 
Settlement  Fund  had  exceeded  the  income  by 
;^99  1 8s.  gd.,  owing  to  certain  structural  repairs 
which  had  become  advisable.  The  efforts  of  the 
members  had  been  chiefly  concentrated  on  founding 
the  Amy  Elizabeth  Good  annuity,  to  the  memory 
of  a  fellow  member  who  died  recently.  The  financial 
Report  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
who  congratulated  the  members  warmly  on  a 
very  successful  year.  She  considered  the  Associa- 
tion had  great  reason  to  be  pleased  with  the  results 
of  their  latest  enterprise. 

Election  of  General  Council. 

The  following  were  elected  Members  of  the 
General  CouncU,  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by 
members  retiring  as  provided  for  in  Byelaw  17  : 
Medical  men  :  A.  Beddard,  Esq.,  M.D.  ;  F.  Foord 
Craiger,  Esq.,  M.D. ;  Andrew  S.  Currie,  Esq., 
M.D.  ;  Sir  Stanley  Hewitt,  K.C.V.Q.,  M.D.  ; 
Leslie  Paton,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.  ;  Eric  Pritchard,  Esq., 
M.D. ;  Sir  Alfred  J.  Rice-Oxley,  C.B.E.,  M.D., 
J.P.  ;  Dr.  J.  McGregor  Robertson,  F.F.P.S., 
F.R.S.Edin.  ;  E.  A.  Saunders,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  ;  R.  H.  Jocelyn  Swann,  Esq., 
F.R.C.S.  Matrons  and  Superintendents  of  Hos- 
pitals :  Miss  Bed  well.  Miss  Breay,  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick,  Miss  Drakard,  Miss  Hughes,  Miss  Huxley, 
Miss  Northover,  Miss  Pearse,  Miss  Sinzininex, 
R.R.C.,  Miss  Sutton.  Sisters  and  Nurses  :  Misses 
A.  Cattell,  A.  Clapp,  E.  Duncan,  S.  GUhgan,  C.  E. 
Goode,  G.  Griffin,  J.  Hutton,  C.  Liddiatt,  E. 
Swaby  Smith,  and  M.  Trevena. 

Appointment  of  Auditors. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  seconded 
by  Mrs.  Campbell  Thomson,  Messrs.  Pittman, 
Smyth  and  Aris  were  elected  Auditors  for  the 
coming  year. 

Vote  of  Thanks  from  the  Chair. 

Her  Royal  Highness  graciously  expressed  a  wish 
to  move  from  the  chair  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Hon.  Officers  and  expressed  her  appreciation  of  all 
their  devoted  service  to  the  Association  ;  personally 
she  appreciated  this  most  deeply. 


Vote  of  Thanks  to  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  President. 

The  Nurse  Hon.  Secretary  then  proposed  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Her  Royal  Highness  the  President, 
and  said  how  great  was  the  pleasure  that  it  gave  to 
the  members  to  have  her  preside  at  their  annual 
gathering. 

This  vote  was  accorded  by  acclamation,  for 
which  Her  Royal  Highness  made  most  gracious 
acknowledgment. 

The  meeting  then  terminated,  the  members  in 
happy  mood  rejoicing  at  the  successful  work 
accomplished  by  their  Royal  Chartered  Corporation 
during  1921. 

••NOT    FORGOTTEN." 

The  R.B.N. a.  Members'    "At  Home  "    to  the 
Gentlemen  of  St.  Dunstan's. 

It  has  been  arranged  that  we  entertain  the  blind 
soldiers  of  St.  Dunstan's  on  Saturday,  15th  inst., 
and  we  shall  be  glad  if  those  members  who  will 
be  kind  enough  to  act  as  hostesses  will  arrive  at 
three  p.m.  on  that  afternoon.  We  shall  be  pleased 
to  receive  subscriptions  to  buy  cigarettes  and  other 
nice  things  which  will  help  to  make  those,  who 
have  sacrificed  so  much  for  their  country,  have 
as  thoroughly  happy  an  afternoon  as  the  Nurses 
can  give  to  them. 

THE    CRIMINAL    LAW     AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  Little   Cuckoo   Flower." 

Thoughtful  women  throughout  the  Kingdom 
are  very  earnestly  in  favour  of  the  principles  of 
the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Act,  promoted 
by  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Home  Secretary, 
and  are  also  becoming  more  and  more  indignant 
with  the  political  tactics  which  have  for  so  long 
deferred  the  peissing  of  this  Bill  to  protect  young 
girls  from  outrage,  and  often  from  physical  and 
moral  ruin. 

What  some  of  us  realise  is  that  more  knowledge 
and  conviction  and  earnest  agitation  upon  the 
part  of  women  is  required  to  convince  men  of  the 
demorahsation  of  the  present  conditions.  No  class 
of  women  know  more  of  these  tragic  cases  than 
trained  nurses,  who  come  into  such  close  touch 
with  the  seamy  side  of  life.  We,  therefore,  owe 
it  as  a  duty  to  the  community  to  come  out  and 
support  those  men  and  women  who  are  working 
for  the  higher  and  more  equal  moral  law. 

A  meeting  to  discuss  the  Bill  now  before  Parlia- 
ment will  be  held  at  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  on  July  22nd, 
when  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  will  open  discussion 
by  a  reading  from  "  Little  Cuckoo  Flower,"  a 
tragic  httle  story  written  by  her  on  the  terrible 
theme  of  "  death  from  outrage  and  shock." 

If  our  nurses  would  earnestly  use  their  influence 
in  support  of  the  BUI,  we  beUeve  many  poUticians 
would  listen  to  their  special  pleading. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 
Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES. 

THE    TRANSACTIONS    OF    THE     FOURTH 
REGULAR     MEETING. 

We  briefly  referred  last  week  to  the  publication 
of  the  Transactions  of  the  Fourth  Regular  Meeting 
of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses  at  Copen- 
hagen, but  we  were  able  to  give,  in  the  brief  space 
at  our  disposal,  an  impression  of  the  importance 
and  interest  of  this  Report. 

It  includes  the  list  of  the  Hon.  Ofificers,  the 
Affiliated  National  Councils,  the  International 
Delegates  to  the  Copenhagen  Conference,  the 
Constitution  of  the  Council,  and  its  Official  Organs. 
Then  follows  the  Programme  of  the  Meeting,  and 
the  accounts  of  the  Sessions,  which  include  the 
Reports  from  the  Councils  to  be  affiliated,  Belgium, 
China,  Italy,  Norway,  and  South  Africa.  The 
speeches,  papers,  and  discussions  are  also  printed 
in  exienso,  with  t^e  Resolutions  passed  by  the 
Council. 

We  shall  refer  again  to  the  Reports  from  the 
affiliated  countries,  this  week  we  devote  the 
space  at  our  disposal  to  a  paper  read  by  Miss  Sophie 
Nelson  for  Mile.  Romanoff,  which  we  print  below. 
Its  poignant  appeal  must  move  all  hearts,  and  we 
hope  the  feeling  it  arouses  will  not  evaporate  in 
sentiment,  but  will  result  in  action  for  the  relief 
of  the  pitiable  condition  of  our  Russian  sisters. 

THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  RUSSIAN  NURSING 
SISTERS. 

The  Organization  of  Russian  Nursing  Sisters 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Europe.  Its  origin  dates 
from  the  Crimean  War,  when  some  time  before 
the  arrival  of  Florence  Nightingale,  Elizabeth 
Kartzeff  had  already  begun  to  work  on  the 
fields  of  battle  with  a  group  of  Russian  women. 
The  Sisters  in  Russia  went  through  a  course  of 
training  in  the  Sisterhoods  of  the  Russian  Red 
Cross,  to  which  Russian  girls  and  women  of  all 
classes  flocked,  looking  upon  the  service  to  the 
suffering  as  the  highest  of  callings,  and  renounc- 
ing all  personal  life  in  order  to  devote  themselves 
to  it  gratuitously. 

The  Sisterhoods  which  were  founded  under  the 
Flag  of  the  Red  Cross  spread  their  network 
all  over  Russia,  and  in  these  schools  the  Sisters 
went  through  a  preparatory,  practical  and  theo- 
retical two  years'  course  of  studies,  after  which 
they  received  the  calling  of  Trained  Nurse.  The 
programme  of  these  studies  was  a  very  extensive 
one,  and  embraced  all  the  branches  of  the  science 
of  nursing  the  sick. 

The  Sisters — or  Nurses — worked  gratuitously, 
but  the  Sisterhoods  provided  everything  that  was 
necessary  for  their  life,  guaranteed  their  treatment 
in  case  of  illness,  and  those  of  them  who  served 
as  Sisters  for  25  years,  had  the  right  to  a  pension, 
and  to  living  in  the  Refuges  organised  by  the  Red 
Cross.  The  Japanese  War  proved  that  the  number 
of  Trained  Nurses  was  insufficient,  and  courses 
for  the  training  of  Reserve  Nurses  were  organised, 
which  prepared  them  in  the  term  of  a  year's  time 
for  war  time  work. 


The  war  which  broke  out  in  Europe  in  191 4 
called  all  the  Nursing  Sisters  to  work,  but  the 
dimensions  of  the  calamity  were  so  vast,  that  the 
number  of  Trained  Nurses  once  more  proved  to  be 
insufficient,  and  the  short  courses  for  the  training 
of  war-time  Sisters  had  to  be  developed  on  ex- 
tensive lines,  in  order  to  give  all  who  desired  to  do 
so  the  possibility  of  preparing  for  work.  I  think 
we  may  say  with  right,  that  the  Russian  Nursing 
Sister  has  proved  to  be  at  the  height  of  her  calling, 
and  that  she  held,  and  still  holds  her  flag  aloft. 

The  fatal  year  of  191 7  opened  for  Russia  which 
sapped  the  foundation  of  everything  existing  in 
Russia  and  destroyed  the  whole  order  of  the  State. 
The  Red  Cross — on  a  line  with  other  Russian 
institutions — was  deprived  of  the  possibility  of 
carrying  on  its  work. 

With  the  evacuation  of  those  to  whom  remain- 
ing in  Russia  would  have  meant  certain  death,  the 
majority  of  Russian  Sisters  were  obliged  to 
leave  their  country  ;  some  of  them  accompanied 
the  evacuated  lazarettes  and  separate  groups  of 
wounded,  while  others  followed  their  families 
into  exile,  abandoning  everything  they  possessed, 
and  were  obliged  to  seek  shelter  in  foreign  countries. 
According  to  the  general  registration  made 
in  different  countries  of  Europe  and  Africa 
the  number  of  these  Sisters  attains  to  about  1,000. 
A  comparatively  small  number  of  them  have  had 
the  possibility  of  carrying  on  their  work  in  different 
institutions  of  the  Russian  Red  Cross  and  local 
medical  institutions.  The  majority  are  obliged 
to  seek  all  kinds  of  work  in  order  to  obtain  the 
means  of  living,  and  we  know  of  Sisters — excellent 
nurses — who  have  become  dressmakers,  waitresses 
in  cafes,  servants,  etc.,  earning  their  living,  and 
that  of  their  families  in  that  way.  The  adminis- 
tration of  affairs  of  the  Russian  Sisters  is  con- 
centrated* in  the  hands  of  the  Rusian  Red  Cross 
Committee,  but  the  extremely  limited  means  of 
which  they  dispose,  deprive  the  Committee  of  the 
possibility  of  coming  to  the  assistance  of  all  those 
who  are  in  need  of  it.  They  are  obliged  to  limit 
their  assistance  to  separate  cases  of  extreme 
poverty,  sickness,  etc.  Repetition  Courses  have 
been  organised  in  Constantinople,  in  Serbia,  in 
Bulgaria  for  Russian  Sisters  of  Mercy,  and  scholar- 
ships have  been  founded  for  them  at  the  Courses  of 
"  Infirmieres  Visiteuses  "  in  France  and  Belgium. 
Notwithstanding  this  assistance,  however,  the 
position  of  the  enormous  majority  of  Russian 
Sisters  is  extremely  painful,  and  the  question  of 
providing  for  invalid  and  old  Sisters  is  one  that 
is  beyond  the  means  and  budget  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

But,  although  the  position  of  the  Russian  Sisters 
abroad  is  painful  enough,  there  are  those  who 
have  remained  in  Russia  and  continue,  with  the 
greatest  self-denial,  their  work  of  assistance  to 
the  suffering,  in  conditions  which  are  hard  to 
describe,  among  the  bloody  chaos  that  reigns 
in  Russia.  The  information  that  reaches  us  pictures 
the  Way  of  the  Cross  which  had  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  the  Russian  Nursing  Sisters  in  Russia,  under 
the  reign  and  sway  of  the  Bolsheviks.     We  have 
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a  long  list  of  tortured,  violated  and  executed  Sisters, 
all  their  crime  lying  solely  in  the  fact  that  they 
helped  everybody  without  distinction  of  parties. 
This  was  sufficient  for  them  to  be  considered  as 
counter-revolutionary  and  shot.  Many  of  these 
Sisters  are  languishing  in  the  Soviet  prisons  and 
deprived  of  the  possibility  of  finding  a  solace  in 
serving  their  neighbour,  and  thus  forgetting  all 
the  horror  of  the  time  in  which  we  live. 

Some  of  the  Sisterhoods  have  managed  to  keep 
intact,  but  it  is  the  kingdom  of  hunger,  of  cold 
in  winter ;  and  in  these  conditions  the  Sisters, 
loyal  to  their  duty,  continue  to  work.  We  have  the 
names  of  those  who  are  in  prison,  but  we  are 
impotent  to  help  them.  A  name  imprudently 
pronounced  aloud  is  sufficient  to  bring  on  still 
worse  conditions  of  life,  and  maybe,  even  death, 
for   those  who   have   remained   in   Russia. 

The  Russian  Sisters  abroad  have  organised 
themselves  at  present  into  a  "  Union  of  Russian 
Nursing  Sisters  Abroad."  It  is  in  the  name  of 
this  Union  that  we  appeal  to  all  the  Sisters  of 
Western  Europe  who  do  not  know  the  horrors 
of  Bolshevism — with  an  ardent  prayer  of  assis- 
tance. 

Come  to  the  help  of  the  Russian  Sisters.  Do  not 
let  those  definitely  perish  who  have  been  able  to 
seek  refuge  in  Europe  ;  help  them  to  sustain  their 
forces,  to  acquire  knowledge  and  prepare  for  their 
future  work  in  Russia. 

But  our  most  ardent  appeal  is  to  lend  your 
help  and  assistance  to  those  whom  we  are  unable 
to  help  ourselves  !  Help  those  who  have  re- 
mained in  Russia  !  International  organizations 
may  be  able  to  obtain  an  alleviation  of  their  fate. 
The  Sisters  who  are  in  prison  must  be  released. 
The  International  Organization  must  send  its 
representatives  to  examine  the  situation  of  Russian 
Sisterhoods  and  their  conditions  of  life  and  work 
on  the  spot.  The  assistance  of  all  the  International 
Organizations  of  Sisters  of  Nursing  must  be 
organized,  if  even  in  the  form  of  alimentary 
parcels,  which  will  sustain  the  health  and  forces 
-    and  preserve  the  Hfe  of  many  Sisters  in  Russia. 

We  firmly  believe  that  the  Sisters  of  Western 
Europe  will  not  remain  indifferent  to  the  fate  of 
their  Russian  Sisters,  and  will  respond  to  our 
appeal  by  that  feeling  of  Christian  love  which 
unites  the  Sisters  of  the  whole  world. 


THE    LADY    WORKERS'    HOMES, 
LIMITED. 

Our  readers  who,  as  women  workers,  well  know 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  house  room 
wUl  be  interested  in  the  announcement  on  our 
front  cover  of  the  Lady  Workers'  Homes,  Ltd., 
which  recently  built  "  Addison  House "  and 
"  Circus  Road  Mansions."  To  provide  the  funds 
for  erecting  additional  buildings  the  Company  are 
inviting  appHcations  for  the  balance  of  the 
authorised  capital,  i.e.,  ;^30,oco  in  Preference 
Shares  of  ;^i,  which  are  entitled  to  a  dividend  of 
6  per  cent.  Those  whom  this  investment  attracts 
should  communicate  with  the  Head  Ofifice,  Lady 
Workers'  Homes.  Ltd..  24.  Grove  End  Rd.  N.W.8. 


ANNUAL  MEETINQ  OF  THE  MOTHER^ 
CRAFT  TRAINING  SOCIETY. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Mothercraft  Train- 
ing- Society  was  held  on  Monday,  June  26th,  at 
3.30  p.m.,  at  43,  Charles  Street,  Berkeley  Square 
(by  kind  permission  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  R.  N. 
Macdonald). 

The  President,  H.R.H.  Princess  Christian, 
honoured  the  .Society  by  being-  present  on  this 
occasion,  and,  in  addition  to  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  there  was  a  large  gathering 
of  friends  interested  in  the  work. 

The  Lady  Dawson  of  Penn,  in  proposing  the 
adoption  of  the  new  Report,  spoke  of  the  great 
regret  the  Society  felt  at  the  resignation  of  its 
Chairman,  Sir  Alexander  Roger,  who  had  done 
such  splendid  service  for  the  cause.  Lady  Dawson 
said,  however,  that  since  it  was  quite  impossible 
for  Sir  Alexander  to  continue  his  work  for  both 
the  Central  Council  for  Infant  and  Child  Welfare 
and  for  the  Mothercraft  Training  Society,  the 
Committee  realised  that  the  claims  of  the  Central 
Council  stood  first.  She  congratulated  the  Society 
on  their  choice  of  a  new  Chairman  in  Lady 
Galway. 

Lady  Dawson  went  on  to  speak  of  the  financial 
side  of  the  work.  After  conveying  the  good  news 
that  the  Ministry  of  Health  had  made  a  grant  for 
the  current  year  of  ;^i,oi5  i6s.  yd.,  she  went  on 
to  point  out  that  the  past  year's  accounts  showed 
an  excess  of  expenditure  over  income  of 
;£'262  19s.  iid.,  and'  that  the  total  donations  and 
subscriptions  showed  a  falling-off  of  over  ji^300 
from  the  previous  year^  This  meant  that  a  great 
effort  must  be  made  to  increase  the  number  of 
subscribers  and  donors,  and  particularly  of  the 
former,  since  their  contributions  formed  a  certain 
annual  income. 

Before  concluding,  Lady  Dawson  also  spoke  of 
the  serious  problem  that  confronted  the  Society 
in  the  expiration  of  the  lease  at  the  end  of  1923, 
and  said  that  even  if  it  were  possible  to  renew  the 
lease  the  present  premises  were  old  and  in  con- 
stant need  of  repair,  and  were  already  too  small 
for  present  needs,  to  say  nothing  about  future 
expansion. 

Dr.  Reginald  Jewesbury,  the  Hon.  Director  of 
the  Society,  supported  Lady  Dawson  in  proposing 
the  adoption  of  the  Report,  and  went  on  to  speak 
of  the  medical  side  of  the  work.  He  referred  to 
the  large  increase  of  out-patients,  the  average 
attendance  for  one  month,  as  quoted  in  the 
Report,  being  207,  as  against  loi  for  the  same 
month  last  year.  The  Doctor  also  said  that  the 
demand  for  the  Society's  nurses  far  exceeded  the 
supply,  so  that  he  fully  endorsed  all  that  Lady 
Dawson  had  said  about  the  need  for  larger  pre- 
mises. 

The  Report  was  then  unanimously  adopted. 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Fairbairn  proposed  that  the  following 
retiring  members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
should  be  re-elected  : — The  Lady  Victoria  Braith- 
waite,  the  Lady  Dawson  of  Penn,  Miss  Winifride 
Wrench,  and  Mr.  E.  R.  Peacock. 
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This  was  seconded  by  Lady  Galway  and  was 
carried. 

Dr.  J.  .S.  Fairbairn,  the  Hon.  Consulting  Phy- 
sician to  the  Society,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
H.R.H.  Princess  Christian  for  her  kindness  in 
coming-  to  preside  at  the  meeting,  and  went  on  to 
thank  his  audience  for  the  evident  interest  they 
took  in  the  work. 

The  business  proceedings  then  ended,  and  all 
adjourned  to  a  sumptuous  tea,  which  Mrs.  Mac- 
donald  had  been  kind  enough  to  provide.  An 
opportunity  was  taken  during  tea  to  thank  Mrs. 
Macdonald  most  heartily  for  allowing  the  meeting 
to  be  held  at  her  house  and  for  all  the  trouble  sbe 
had  taken  to  help  ensure  its  success. 

JEALOUSY   OF  "registration 
PIONEERS. 

The  attack  made  by  Miss  Cox-Davies  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  on 
the  pioneers  of  State  Registration  and  belittling 
the  value  of  the  organisations  through  which  they 
successfully  worked,  has  aroused  widespread  indig- 
nation. This  is  not  surprising  when  we  remember 
that  the  battle  for  State  Registration  had  been 
fought  and  won  and  paid  for  by  the  pioneers 
before  the  College  Company  came  into  existence. 
Further,  the  status  of  the  Societies  of  Nurses  which 
promoted  Lord  Ampthill's  Bill  in  the  House  of 
Lords  had  been  investigated  by  Parliament,  and 
borne  the  test  of  enquiry. 

It  is  on  record  in  Hansard  that  during  the 
Committee  stage  the  late  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 
asked  the  Lord  President  (Lord  Wolverhampton) 
whether  he  had  satisfied  himself  that  the  Matrons' 
Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the 
Society  for  the  State  Registration  of  Trained 
Nurses  should  be  entrusted  with  the  great  powers 
which  (under  the  Act)  they  would  have  to  exercise. 
The  Earl  of  Crewe  pointed  out  that  these 
Societies  had  promoted  the  BiU  and  it  was  as 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  would  desire 
representation  on  the  Council  as  it  was  to  assume 
that  those  who  had  opposed  it  would  not  desire  it. 
The  representation  of  both  Societies  on  the  first 
Governing  Body  was  retained. 

Miss  Cox-Davies'  attack  is  peculiarly  cruel, 
because  it  involves  not  only  the  living  but  the 
dead.  She  knows  well  that  from  its  foundation 
in  1894  to  the  day  of  her  death  in  1910  Miss  Isla 
Stewart,  late  Matron  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital, to  whom  she  owes  her  training  and  much 
else  besides,  was  President  of  the  Matrons'  Council, 
and  with  courage  and  conscience  supported  through 
it,  and  later  through  the  Society  for  the  State 
Registration,  the  Registration  Campaign.  If 
gratitude  did  not  prompt  ^  Miss  Cox-Davies  to 
express  appreciation  of  the'  great  work  of  this 
noble  woman,  decency  might  have  prevented  her 
from  detraction  of  that  work,  and  from  an  endea- 
vour to  appropriate  credit  for  its  result  for  the 
College    Company. 

Nothing  is  more  false  than  to  accuse  the  pro- 
moters of  State  Registration  of  Nurses  of  being 
unorganised,  quarrelsome,  divided.  Their 
Societies — united  since  19 10  with  the  British 
Medical  Association  in  the  Central  Committee  for 
the  State  Registration  of  Nurses — worked  most 


harmoniously  for  the  promotion  of  State  Regis- 
tration. The  apple  of  discord  was  thrown  by  the 
College  Company  in  1916,  when  it  sought  to  make 
the  nominated  Council  of  this  Company  the 
governing  body  of  the  Nursing  Profession,  and 
the  nurses'  societies  emphatically  rejected  the 
proposal. 

It  was  this  demand  of  the  College  Company 
which  caused  its  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons 
to  wreck  Major  Barnett's  Bill  on  the  Report  stage. 
After  declaring,  on  the  Second  Reading,  through 
their  chosen  representative,  that  they  "  could  not 
and  would  not  oppose  the  State  Registration  of 
Nurses,  or  offer  any  opposition  whatever  to  this 
BUI,"  when  it  came  through  the  Committee  stage 
without  the  representation  of  the  free  Nurses' 
Organisations  on  the  first  General  Nursing  Council 
having  been  eliminated,  the  Council  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  circularised  its  members,  in 
a  statement  signed  by  its  Secretary,  urging  them 
to  "  write  to  any  Member  of  Parliament  you 
know  ...  to  beg  him  earnestly  not  to  support 
the  Bill."  That  was  the  policy  supported  by  Miss 
Cox-Davies,  and  the  policy  which  the  free  organisa- 
tions of  nurses  opposed  with  an  unbroken  front. 
Divisions  in  our  ranks  were  made  by  those  whose 
policy,  ever  since  the  days  when  John  Bunyan 
presented  the  world  with  the  portraits  of  "  Mr. 
Worldly  Wiseman  "  and  "  Mr.  Facing-bo th- ways," 
has  been  rightly  accorded  the  scorn  and  contempt 
of  honourable  people. 


CITY    NURSES    LOVE    ST.    PAUL'S. 

Canon  Alexander  has  issued  an  urgent  appeal 
for  help  to  preserve  the  fabric  of  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral  from  the  dangers  which  threaten  it. 
^100,000  is  required.  Surely  there  should  be  some 
competent  authority  to  watch  vigilantly  the 
structure  of  our  national  churches,  and  to  carry 
out  continuous  restoration  !  City  Nurses  love  St. 
Paul's  and  will  wish  to  give  a  helping  hand. 
■  ■      ■ 

HAY    FEVER. 

Dr.  Bal/er  has  communicated  to  the  Academie 
de  Medicine  a  new  method  of  treating  hay  fever, 
which  has  been  discoyereiJ  by  Dr.  Barcat,  and  has 
given  excellent  results.  The  malady,  which  is 
due  to  excessive  sensibility  to  the  pollen  of  certain 
plants  of  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  eyes  or 
nose,  does  not  yield  readily  to  the  usual  therapeutic 
treatment.  Dr.  Barcat  has  obtained  better  and 
more  rapid  results  l>y  submitting  the  membranes 
to  the  influence  of  radium  or  X-rays. 


TRUE  TALE  WITH  A  MORAL. 

Overheard    in    the     street    last     Saturday : — 

'Arriet  (reading  yellow  poster)  :  "  '  Keep  to  the 
left,'  indeed.  Blooming  cheek,  I  calls  it.  Never 
a  '  with  yer  leave  '  or '  by  yer  leave.'  I  ain't 
going  to  take  no  notice  until  these  Johnnies  says 
'  please.'  " 

Hann  :  "  And  me  with  no  left  h'eye  !  Right 
yer  are,  'Arriet.'  " 

And  these  two  exponents  of  British  freedom  pro- 
ceeded with  stately  tread  to  barge  into  the  flock 
of  sheep  trotting  "  left,"  according  to  order. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Infectious    Diseases   Hospital,   Weston-super-Mare.^ — 

Miss  Annie  Maney  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
received  her  training  in  general  nursing  at  the  Royal 
Salop  Infirmary,  in  Fever  Nursing  at  the  Bradford  City 
Hospital,  she  is  also  a  Certified  Midwife,  receiving  her 
training  at  Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital.  She  is  at  present 
Matron  of  the  Shrewsbury  Isolation  Hospital. 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  NURSES  AND  INSPECTOR 
OF   MIDWIVE8. 

Radnorshire  County  Council. — ^Mrs.  A.  M.  M.  PantoU 
(nee  Laing)  has  been  appointed  Superintendent  of 
Nurses  and  Inspector  of  Midwives.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Edmonton  Infirmary,  and  at  Brompton  Hospital, 
and  has  been  Ward  Sister  at  Maidstone  Infirmary, 
Superintendent  Nurse  at  Bradford  Infirmary,  Health 
Visitor  at  Swindon,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Worker  at  Croydon,  and  County  Superintendent  and 
Inspector  of  Midwives  in  Montgomeryshire.  She  is  a 
Certifi'ed  Midwife  and  holds  the  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

SISTER. 

Stamford  Rutland  and  General  Infirmary,  Stamford.-^ 

Miss  Bertha  Herratt  has  been  appointed  Sister  in  the 
Isolation  Block.  She  was  trained  at  the  Wolverhamp- 
ton and  Staffordshire  General  Hospital,  and  has  been 
Sister  at  the  Moxley  Sanatorium,  and  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Fleet,  Lines. 

SECOND    HEALTH  VISITOR    AND  SCHOOL  NURSE. 

Borough  of  Reigate. — Miss  Gladys  Salway  has  been 
appointed  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nures.  She  was 
trained  at  King's  College  Hospital  (first-class  honours 
certificate)  and  is  a  Certified  Midwife,  receiving  her 
midwifery  training  at  the  Brighton  and  Hove  Hospital 
for  Women.  She  holds  the  Health  Visitors'  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  has  had  experience 
of  private  nursing. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE     INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Constance  M.  Kinnerley  is  appointed  to  West- 
minster, 35  Superintendent ;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L.  Boys, 
to  Gosport,  as  Superintendent ;  Miss  Fanny  Green- 
halgh  to  Withnell ;  Miss  Lottie  Macpherson  to  Sidcup  ; 
Miss  Annie  Mossman  to  Watford. 

RESIGNATION. 

The  resignation  of  Sister  Mary  Albeus  Fogarty  of  the 
position  of  Matron  of  the  South  Charitable  Inirmary 
and  County  Hospital,  Cork — a  position  she  has  occupied 
with  distincftion  for  many  years — ^will  cause  widespread 
regret  in  that  institution.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  Management  at  which  she  tendered  her 
resignation.  Dr.  Dowse,  the  Protestant  Bishop  of  Cork, 
Clojme  and  Ross,  from  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  Father 
Murphy,  Dean  Babington,  and  other  members  of  the 
Committee  spoke  warmly  of  her  valuable  services,  of 
her  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  hospital,  and  of  her 
administrative  abihty. 

WEDDING    BELLS. 

We  feel  sure  we  are  voicing  the  feelings  of  many  of 
her  colleagues  in  expressing  good  wishes  for  a  happy 
future  for  Sister  S.  A.  WyHe,  Registered  Nurse,  on  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Albert  I.  Doughty,  which  took  place 
at  Stanmore  Parish  Church  on  Thursday,  June  2gth. 
Sister  Wylie  was  trained  at  the  West  London  Hospital, 
Hammersmith,  and  until  recently  has  been  on  the  stafE 
of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society,  431,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.  The  bride  and  bridegroom  are  making 
their  home  at  12,  Hayes  Avenue,  Bournemouth,  and 
Mrs.  Doughty  asks  us  to  say  that  she  will  be  very 
pleased  to  see  any  West  London  Hospitsd  Nurses  who 
are  in  that  neighbourhood  at  any  time. 


THE  HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

The  organising  committee  of  the  Hospitals  of 
London  Combined  Appeal  are  authorised  to  an- 
nounce that  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  President  of 
King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund,  has  consented  to 
sign  a  special  form  of  acknowledgment  of  all 
gifts  of  one  thousand  pounds  and  upwards.  This 
promise  is  to  operate  retrospectively,  as  well  as  in 
respect  of  new  donations. 


Queen  Alexandra,  accompanied  by  the  Princess 
Victoria,  visited  the  Garden  Fete  in  aid  of  the 
Funds  of  the  Queen  Alexandra  Hospital  Home  for 
Discharged  Soldiers,  Roehampton,  which  was  held 
in  the  Hospital  Grounds  last  week. 


Bart's  students  collected  £1,702  19s.  on  Empire 
Day  for  the  Conjoint  Hospitals  Appeal.  That  was 
a  splendid  haul.         

W.  Hamilton  writes  from  Calcutta  to  The 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Journal  to  send  a 
reminder,  "now  that  Mark  Ward  has  been  renamed 
"  Sandhurst,"  that  there  is  no  ward  named  after 
the  great  Harvey.  William  Harvey — the  dis- 
coverer of  the  circulation  of  the  blood — ^was  a 
physician  to  the  hospital  for  over  thirty  years 
(1609-1643).  Sir  Norman  Moore  relates  that  in 
1633  he  drew  up  sixteen  regulations  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Hospital  which,  with  one  exception, 
were  adopted  by  the  governors.  I  believe  most 
of  Harvey's  regulations,  with  slight  modifications, 
are  still  in  force." 

A  ward  named  after  this  great  man  would 
certainly  reflect  honour  on  the  Hospital.  We 
regret,  however,  to  see  the  "  Saints "  in  this 
religious  foundation  superseded — ^Mark,  Matthew, 
Luke,  and  John  have  long  been  distinguished  wards 
in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital ;  also  Faith,  Hope, 
and  Charity.  That  the  beautiful  title,  "  Faith," 
has  been  discarded  for  the  hideous  Teutonic  name 
of  "  Zunz "  proves  that  there  is  little  that 
money  cannot  buy.  

The  personal  estate  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Lorimer,  LL.D.,  of  Langside,  Glasgow,  has  been 
valued  at  ;^445,339. 

His  legacies  include  ;^5,ooo  to  the  Glasgow 
Royal  Infirmary,  ;^4,ooo  to  the  Glasgow  Western 
Infirmary,  /i.ooo  to  the  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Glasgow,  and  ;^i,ooo  to  the  Samaritan  Hospital  for 
Women. 

All  these  five  hospitals  are  greatly  in  need  of 
funds.  Other  wealthy  citizens  of  the  "  second 
city  "  should  realise  their  duty  in  this  connection. 


THE    PASSING     BELL. 

On  Sunday  last  there  passed  away,  at  Lydd, 
Kent,  Miss  Sanderson,  a  generous  supporter  of  the 
movement  for  State  Registration  of  Nurses. 
TThrough  the  long  period  before  victory  was  in 
sight,  and  out  of  modest  means.  Miss  Sanderson 
made  frequent  and  liberal  donations  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  cause.  To  Miss  Mary  Burr,  her 
friend  of  many  years,  who  nursed  her  devotedly 
to  the  end,  we  offer  our  sincere  sympathy. 
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ENGLISH    PRISONS    TO=DAY.* 

(Continued  from  page  13.) 

The  relief  of  the  hour's  daily  exercise  in  the 
open  to  prisoners  in  solitary  confinement  is 
emphasised.  "  But  the  sense  of  freedom'is,  to  a 
very  large  extent,  spoilt  by  the  character  of  the 
exercise  imposed.  .  .  ,  And  the  prisoner  is  supposed 
(more  particularly  if  he  is  working  in  his  cell 
during  the  day)  to  rob  himself  of  a  portion  of  his 
short  recreation  by  watching  for  an  empty  closet 
and  falling  out  for  the  performance  therein  of 
his  daily  function." 

Evidence  shows,  we  are  told,  that  "  the  food  is 
often  of  poor  quaUty,  the  flour  musty,  the  porridge 
thin  (or  thickened  with  mice-droppings)  the 
potatoes  diseased,  the  meat  leathery  or  bad.  At 
one  prison  in  191 9  the  potatoes  were  uneatable 
for  three  months.  At  another  the  oatmeal  was 
contaminated  with  rat  excreta,  and,  in  consequence 
of  protest  by  political  prisoners,  was  officially 
condemned."  "  But,"  continue  the  authors,  "  we 
are  assured  that  when  the  '  politicals  '  were  released 
the  old  oatmeal  was  brought  out  again  and  was 
eaten  by  the  ordinary  prisoners.  We  do  not  wish 
to  suggest  that  food  is  objectionable  in  this  manner, 
as  a  general  rule.  In  some  prisons  scrupulous 
care  appears  to  be  taken.  But  complaints  of  this 
kind  are  sufficiently  frequent  to  demand  notice 
and  emphasis." 

In  regard  to  personal  cleanliness  Rule  33  pro- 
vides that  "  a  prisoner  shall  be  required  to  keep 
himself  clean  and  decent  in  his  person,"  but 
evidence  indicates  that  only  in  the  most  extreme 
cases  is  anything  done  to  ensure  cleanhness  and 
decency. 

During  the  three  years  I  was  in  prison,' 
states  one  witness,  '  I  never  heard  a  prisoner 
reprimanded  for  uncleanliness.  although  men  were 
often  obviously  dirty  and  boasted  of  the  fact  in 
order  to  retain  the  polish  of  their  bowls  they 
refrained  from  washing.  There  were  other  men, 
too,  who  disliked  water  and  soap,  and  used  as 
little  as  possible  even  at  the  weekly  bath-.  Another 
witness  tells  how  he  was  discussing  with  a  prisoner 
the  advantages  of  working  in  the  kitchen.  '  "  You 
get  a  bath  twice  a  week,  don't  you  ?  "  '  he  asked. 
'"Yes,"'  replied  the  second  prisoner,  '"but 
then  you  needn't  get  into  the  water  if  you  don't 
want  to."  '  " 

Visitors  to  the  prisons  are  always  impressed  by 
the  cleanliness  of  the  halls  and  cells,  yet  ex- 
prisoners  again  and  again  assert  that  the  cleanliness 
of  the  prison  is  only  obtained  at  the  expense  of 
the  cleanliness  of  the  prisoner.  For  instance,  the 
washing  basins  in  many  prisons  are  still  made  of 
tin  which  has  to  be  highly  polished.  One  ex- 
prisoner  says  :  "  What  the  prisoner  is  supposed 
to  wash  his  hands  in,  after  he  has  performed  these 
various  processes,  I  do  not  know.  If  he  uses  his 
basin  the  polish  all  goes,  and  his  labour  has  been 
in  vain."  "  If  your  tin  was  clean  you  were  dirty," 
remarks    another    ex-prisoner.     Some     prisoners 
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apparently  dispense  with  washing.  Others  resort 
to  the  use  of  alternative  utensils." 

"  I  washed  each  morning  in  my  enamel  dinner 
plate  to  save  dirtying  my  wash  tin,"  states  one 
ex-prisoner.  "  One  of  the  first  bits  of  advice  I 
got  on  entering  prison,"  says  another  witness  "  was 
to  use  the  earthenware  chamber  for  washing,  in 
order  to  save  dirtying  the  tin  basin.  This  was 
commonly  done.  I  was  also  told  to  use  my  prayer 
card  for  a  lid  to  my  chamber  in  order  not  to  spoil 
the  polish  of  the  tin  lid.  I  found  that  many  of 
the  cards  on  the  cell  walls  had  dirty  circles  on 
them,  showing  that  they  had  been  used  for  this 
purpose."  A  warder  of  long  experience  asserts 
that  prisoners  often  throw  their  urine  out  of  the 
window  and  then  wash  in  the  chamber,  and  that 
they  even  throw  out  the  solid  excrement,  wrapped 
in  paper  and  rags  in  order  to  avoid  dirtying  the 
chamber. 

Several  ex-prisoners  complain  that  no  distinct 
bath  is  reserved  for  the  venereal  and  other  medica 
cases,  but  the  authors  state  that  in  most  prisons 
special  baths  are  provided  for  those  suffering  from 
contagious  diseases,  the  doors  being  marked  with 
red  crosses. 

"  The  complaint  constantly  recurs  that  the 
underclothing  of  prisoners  is  irreuglarly  supplied 

and  badly  washed.     '  In -,'  says  one  prisoner, 

'  I  could  not  get  clean  linen  for  three  weeks,  and 
found  myself  seething  with  lice  at  the  end  of  that 
time.'  '  I  frequently  had  to  refuse  "  clean  " 
clothes  because  they  were  dirtier  than  those  I  had 
on,'  says  another." 

A  number  of  witnesses  complain  that  the  under- 
clothing worn  by  prisoners  with  skin  disease  is  not 
properly  separated. 

Again,  "  a  standing  Order  (214)  prescribes  that 
'  trousers  which  have  been  worn  by  a  prisoner 
three  months  will  be  washed  before  they  are  issued 
to  another.'  By  far  the  greater  number  of 
prisoners  are  sentenced  to  terms  of  less  than  three 
months.  The  consequence  is  that  one  pair  of 
trousers  passes  constantly  to  a  succession  of  short- 
term  prisoners  without  being  washed." 

When  asked  what  he  considered  the  worst 
feature  of  prison  life,  an  ex-prisoner'  answered, 
"  having  to  ask  for,  and  perhaps  be  denied,  the 
use  of  the  w.c." 

Again,  one  ex-prisoner  complains  that  the  wet 
food  makes  the  prisoner  pass  an  enormous  quan- 
tity of  urine,  and,  as  there  are  thirteen  hours  of  the 
day  during  which  the  chamber  may  not  be  emptied, 
he  finds  the  utensil  supplied  not  large  enough,  so 
he  is  driven  to  use  his  wash-bowl. 

In  the  chapter  on  the  hospital  staff,  remarks 
made  by  Miss  Beatrice  Kent  when  she  took  part 
in  a  deputation  to  the  Home  Secretary  in  March, 
1918,  are  quoted,  the  nursing  arrangements  are 
discussed,  and  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing 
is  referred  to  as  pleading  for  the  employment  of 
trained  nurses  in  all  prisons,  and  noting  their  recent 
employment  at  HoUoway. 

The  authors  state  that  the  Hospital  Lady  Super- 
intendent is  not  a  trained  nurse,  but  this  is  mani- 
festly incorrect,  as  this  official  is  a  highly-trained 
Guy's  nurse,  with  experience  as  Matron  of  both 
civil  and  military  hospitals. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  INSURANCE 

THE     TRAINED    WOMEN 
NURSES'  FRIENDLY  SOCIETY 

(APPROVED   SOCIETY) 

431,   Oxford  Street,    London,   W. 
ADDITIONAL.  BENEFITS. 

The  Committee  of  Management  are  pleased 
to  be  able  to  inform  members  that  a  surplus  has 
been  found  on  the  recent  actuarial  valuation  of 
the  Society,  and  that  as  a  consequence  the  cash 
benefits  of  the  Society  will  be  increased  as 
follows  from  the  week  beginning- 4th  July,  1921  : — 

Sickness  Benefit  from  12s.  to  148. 6d. 
Disablement  Benefit  from  7s.  6d.  to 

8s.  9d. 
Benefit  of  special  class  (K)  of  married 

women  from  78.  6d.  to  8s.  9d. 

These  increases  of  cash  benefits  will  be  paid 
in  the  same  way  as  the  ordinary  benefits,  and 
consequently  from  the  date  mentioned  benefit 
will  be  paid  at  the  higher  rate. 

Members  who  did  not  become  insured  until 
after  the  31st  December,  1918,  or  who  joined  the 
Society  after  5th  July,  1920,  will  not  be  entitled 
to  participate  in  these  additional  benefits. 

Nurses  Trained  and  in  Training  should  apply  for 
conditions  of  membership  to— 

THE  SECRETARY, 
Trained  Women   Nurses'  Friendly  Society, 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  x. 


when  she  rowdere  haby  with  TJ>  LCUM-CTyEA  VER 
because  this  fragrant,  srothirg  toilet  powder  is  com- 
pletely sterilized  durirr  iranufacture  and  is  therefore 
a  safeguard  against  chf  firg,  and  affections  of  the  skin. 
Moreover,  you  save  3d.  on  every  Refill 
Ask  voiir  Chemist  or  Stores  for 


_^* 


hte? 


The  germ-jiiuuffd    Ousting  pouxUr  tii 
the  patent  rerillahle  tin. 

Price   1/3  Refills  1/- 

Mad-t  by 

F.  S.  CLEAVER  &  SONS,  LTD. 

Original  maUis  of  Cleavers'  Terebtne 

Soap. 
TWICKENHAM,  Mdx ,  Eng. 

Established  1170 


Garrould's 


HOSPITAL   CONTRACTORS 
150  to  162,  Edgware  Rd.,  London,  W.2 


WASHING    COTTON  DRESS    MATERIALS. 

As  used  in  the  principal  Hospitals,  Asylums,  and  Nursing  Institutions.      Patterns  aad  Prices  Post  Free. 

Halifax.    Linen  finished  Washing  Cloth,  made  expressly  for  Egerton.    Mercerised  Oxford  Cloth,  in  pink,  sky,  blue,  grey 

Nurses'  wear,  in  pale  blue,  pink,  grey,  rose,  butcher,  navy,  fawn,  butcher,  red,  black,  30  inches  wide.    '2/3i  yard. 

&c.,  also  in  stripes,  30  inches  wide.  1/6 J  yard.  Salvador.    Washing  Cloth,  suitable  for  Nurses'  wear,  in  fine 

_  , ,,       „      vi  1     ».      ^j.      /-,i  ii.        x.,j.  ^       .X,  checks  and  stripes,  in  grey,  navy,  light  blue,  red  and  black, 

Garrould  s.    Hospital    Regatta    Cloth,    white    ground    with  40  inches  wide.    2/61  yara. 

coloured  stripes,  30  inches  wide.     1/8 J  yard.    Checks  and  Hector.     Drill,   very   durable,   in   plain   colours,   light,   mid, 

mixed  blues.  1/9i  yard.  30  inches.   2/6i  yard. 


'fe  yj 


The  The 

"AMHERST"        "ARMY" 

Full  range  of  Patterns  and 
Prices  Measurement  Korms,  also 
other  designs  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


-mt  The  "MIRANDA'   DRESS. 

In    HOSPITAL    WASHING 

NURSE  CLOTHS.     Stock  sizes 

(Unlined),froni  12/6  ;   (Lined), 

I4/B-  Made  to  Special  Measure, 

with  Fittings  and  Bodice  Lined, 

23/6- 

Patterns,     Measurement 

Forms   and  illustrations 

of  other  styles,  Post  Free. 

The  "FLORA"        D*" 

With  Gored  Skirt. 
Stout  Linen-finished  Cloth,  60  in. 
wide  at  the  foot,  3/6,  3/11, 
4-/1 1 ,  and  B/1 1 .  In  threesizes. 
Length  34,  36,  38  in.  Also  Waist 
53  in.  Wide  skirt  to  meet  at  back, 
B/ 1 1  and  8/1 1 .  See  Catalogue 
fo'  further  selection. 


Catalogue  of  Nuries  Uni- 
forms Surgical  In  strumenti 
and  Applianees  Post  Free. 


-mm  The  *  VARCIA  ' 
(Reg.)  COLLAR 
Made  to  slope  upon  the 
shoulders.  One  stud  hole, 
2  in.  deep.  lO^d.  each. 
Two  stud  ht)les,  2%  in.  deep. 
1  /Oid. 


The  "YARCIA* 
(Regd.)  CUFF 

(Round  Corners! 

34in.  deep.  l/OApr. 
<in.  deep,  l/ijpt. 


Garrould's  New 
HURSE'S  "YEIL-HAT." 

Made  of  fine  Navy  S  raw.  with 

Silk  Veil,  1 5/1  1 ,  or  with  Crepe- 

de.Chine  Veil,  18/11. 

Illustrations  &  Prices  of  Bonnets, 
Storm  Caps,  etc..  Post  Free. 

ORDERS  OVER  10/-  in  Value 
Carriage  Paid. 


Tel«t<ram«--"CARROULD.    EDGE,    LONDON. 


Telephow«»«— 5320.   5321.   and   6297  PADDINGTON. 
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TALCUM  CLEAVER. 

The  finishing  touch  of  a  baby's  toilet  after  his 
bath  is  the  dusting  powder,  but  the  all-important 
point  is  that  the  powder  should  be  perfectly  safe 
to  apply  to  the  delicate  skin  of  a  baby's  body. 
No  attractive  appearance  or  delicate  scent  will  com- 
pensate for  the  lack  of  this  primary  essential. 

In  Talcum  Cleaver  dusting  powder  we  have  one 
which  is  soft  as  velvet,  free  from  poisonous  sub- 
stances, and,  what  is  very  important,  the  possibility 
of  disease  being  conveyed  by  the  powder  is  guarded 
against,  as  it  is  sterilised  as  part  of  the  process  of 
producing  it,  and  packed  immediately  in  screw-top, 
patent,  refillable  tins ;  the  refills,  which  are  a 
speciality  in  connection  with  the  supply  of  this 
powder  being  packed  in  card  boxes  with  the  least 
possible  handling,  and  firmly  sealed. 

It  is  easy  to  realise  how  easy  it  is  for  a  baby's 
skin  to  be  irritated  by  an  unsuitable  powder,  and 
more,  for  the  skin  to  be  actually  infected  with 
various  diseases  when  the  powder,  either  in  the 
process  of  making,  or  during  handling,  has  been 
contaminated  by  disease  germs. 

By  using  Talcum  Cleaver,  therefore,  which  is 
obtainable  from  all  chemists  and  stores,  great 
risks  are  eliminated,  added  to  which  it  is  so  soft, 
fragrant,  and  altogether  delicious  that  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  use. 


COMING    EVENT5. 

July  jth. — Complimentary  Dinner  to  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick.  Hostesses,  the  National  Council 
of  Nurses'  Delegates  to  the  International  Council 
Meeting,  Copenhagen.  R.B.N.  A,  Club,  194, 
Queen's  Gate,  S.W.     7  p.m. 

July  8th. — General  Meeting  League  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital  Nurses,  Clinical  Theatre. 
Social  Gathering,  Great  Hall,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  E.C.     3  p.m. 

July  nth  to  14th. — Fifth  International  Neo- 
Malthusian  and  Birth  Control  Conference,  Kings- 
way  Hall,  Kingsway,  W.C.     Opens  10  a.m. 

July  12th. — The  Lady  Mayoress  "  At  Hpme  "  to 
the  Territorial  Army  Nursing  Service,  City  and 
County  of  London^  Mansion  House,  E.C.  9  to  11 
p.m.     Decorations. 

July  13th. — General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales.  Conference,  by  invitation,  on  the 
Examination  Syllabus,  with  representatives  of 
the  Training  Schools  and  of  the  Association  of 
Poor  Law  Unions.  Rooms  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Medicine,  i,  Wimpole  Street,  London,  W.     11  am. 

July  14th.- — ^North  Middlesex  Hospital,  Silver 
Street,  Edmonton.  Re-union  of  Nurses.  Service 
in  Chapel  at  3.30  p.m. 

July  15th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Members  "  At  Home  " 
to  the  Gentlemen  of  St.  Dunstan's.  Entertain- 
ment and  Tea.     3.30. 

July  21st. — General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales.  Monthly  Meeting,  Ministry  of  Health, 
Whitehall.     2.30  p.m. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES. 

AssociAZiONE  Naz.   Italiana   Tra   Infermiere. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — ^Will  you  be  so  very  kind  as  to 
let  the  trained  nurses  I  had  the  pleasure  to  meet  at 
the  International  Council  of  Nurses'  meeting  in 
Copenhagen  know,  through  the  medium  of  your 
most  excellent  Journal,  how  grateful  I  am  for  all 
the  kindness  shown  to  me,  and  all  the  cordiality 
and  courtesy  shown  towards  my  country  at  the 
meeting  ? 

Our  President  and  our  Delegate  for  propaganda 
also  desire  me  to  express  their  gratitude. 

It  has  been  a  most  inspiring  experience  for  me, 
and  through  me  for  my  companions,  the  trained 
nurses  of  Italy,  and  we  shall  now  work  harder 
than  ever  to  build  up  and  strengthen  our  pro- 
fessional  organization. 

At  the  same  time  may  I  ask  you  to  be  so  very 
kind  as  to  mention  that  I  was  at  the  meeting  as 
Delegate  of  the  National  Association  of  Italian 
Nurses  ?  In  the  list  of  Delegates  published  in 
your  Journal,  I  see  over  the  name  of  each  the  name 
of  the  national  organization  she  was  there  to 
represent,  but  through  some  oversight  my  name 
has  been  published  without  the  name  of  our 
Association. 

I  should  be  very  grateful  to  you  if  you  would 
be  kind  enough  to  correct  this  in  your  Journal, 
as  I  wish  it  to  be  known  that  I  was  Delegate 
for  our  National  Association,  and  not  there  merely 
as  a  "  fraternal  delegate,"  as  I  feel  sure  it  is  of 
much  importance  to  the  future  of  nursing  in 
Italy  that  our  acceptance  into  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses  be  widely  known. 

Thanking  you  for  all  your  kindness,  and  sending 
you  the  warm  greetings  of  all  Italian  trained 
nurses  who  know  how  great  your  part  has  been 
in  the  work  of  making  nursing  into  an  honoured 
profession,    believe    me. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Milan,  Maria  Valenzano. 

[Such  kind  letters  are  very  inspiring.  It  is 
delightful  to  realise  the  growth  of  unity  and 
harmony  between  the  trained  nurses  of  the  world 
through  their  self-governing  National  Councils. — 

Ed.] 

MALE  NURSES  AND  THE  TRAINING  OF  PRO- 
BATIONERS AT  PADDINQTON  HOSPITAL. 
To  the  Editor  of  Thm  British  Journal  or  Nursino. 

Dear  Madam, — Now  that  it  is  within  the 
power  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  to  place  a 
professional  hall-mark  upon  a  nurse  or  a  training 
school,  it  behoves  the  Council  to  be  very  careful, 
as  once  given,  this  approval  would  be  a  difficult 
thing  to  recall. 
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It  came  to  my  knowledge  that  a  certain  mode 
of  training  prevailed  at  the  present  time  in  Padding- 
ton  Hospital,  Harrow  Road.  I  put  this  informa- 
tion before  the  General  Nursing  Council,  leaving 
it  to  find  out  if  my  information  were  correct  or 
not.  No  hospital  should  be  recognised  upon  its  past 
reputation,  nor  yet  upon  its  plans  for  the  future, 
but  only  upon  its  system  of  training  at  the  time 
of  application.  I  stated  that  I  had  been  informed 
that  a  number  of  male  nurses  were  doing  the 
work  in  the  male  wards  of  the  Paddington  Hospital, 
and  that  the  women  nurses,  therefore,  did  not  get 
sufficient  experience  in  nursing  men.  The  Matron 
of  that  Hospital,  in  the  letter  which  you  published 
on  July  ist,  proves  that  my  information  was 
correct.  She  states  :  "  Their  help  (male  nurses) 
is  only  a  temporary  measure  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  female  nurses,"  thus  proving  that  the  men  are 
doing  work  that  could  be  done  by  women  nurses. 

My  second  point  was  that  in  some  of  the  male 
wards  where  women  probationers  were  working, 
men  nurses  were  also  employed.  I  think  the 
Matron's  letter  proves  that  on  this  point  my  in- 
formation was  also  correct.  Trained  male  nurses 
are  being  employed  at  three  guineas  per  week  in 
male  wards  of  this  hospital.  One  cannot  but  believe 
that  they  are  employed  as  stafE  nurses,  as  the 
Matron  specifically  says  that  there  is  a  sister-in- 
charge,  and  a  senior  female  probationer  in  every 
male  ward.  Most  of  us  know  that  although  the 
Sister  is  nominally  responsible  for  the  training  of 
probationers,  it  is  yet  impossible  for  her  to  be 
with  one  on  every  occasion,  so  that  a  great  deal  of 
practical  teaching  devolves  upon  the  Staff  Nurse. 
What  I  should  hke  to  know  is  :  who  teaches  the 
senior  female  probationer  in  any  male  ward  where 
a  male  nurse  is  acting  as  staff  ? 

There  has  been  so  much  controversy  as  to  the 
propriety  of  men  and  women  medical  students 
being  trained  together,  that  I  think  the  same 
argument  should  apply  to  nurses.  It  was  for  this 
reason  I  asked  that  Paddington  Hospital  should 
be  referred  back  for  further  information. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Registered   Nurse.   . 

NO    COERCION. 

To  th€  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — ^My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a 
paragraph  in  the  British  Journal  of  Nursing  in 
which  reference  is  made  to  an  attack  supposed  to 
have  been  made  by  myself  at  the  CoUege  of  Nursing 
meeting  on  the  "  Organisations  of  Free  Nurses." 

I  am  afraid  the  member  from  whom  you  state 
you  received  the  information  must  have  heard 
what  she  desired  to  hear  rather  than  what  actually 
occurred. 

I  made  no  attack  on  any  organisation  of  nurses, 
whether  "  free "  (whatever  that  may  mean)  or 
otherwise.  Certain  statements  were  made  by 
me  which  are  accurately  reported  by  members  of 
the  Press  present.    The  truth  of  these  statements 


I  think  can  hardly  be  called  in  question  any  more 
than  the  fact  can  be  challenged,  that  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  has  brought  into  existence  an 
organisation  in  which  the  majority  of  the  profession 
are  happily  united,  and  which  will  prove  to  be  of 
valuable  support  and  strength  to  the  State  Register. 
I  shall  be  obUged  if  this  letter  may  be  published 
in  your  next  issue. 

Yours   truly, 

R.  Cox-Da  VIES. 
Royal  Free  Hospital,  W.C.i. 

[We  refer  elsewhere  to  the  unjustifiable  state- 
ments made  by  Miss  Cox-Davies  at  the  College 
meeting  concerning  her  colleagues  who  decline 
to  be  organised  and  governed  by  wealthy  members 
of  the  laity,  and  thus  sell  their  professional  freedom 
for  a  mess  of  pottage.     Our  correspondent  writes, 

the  truth  of  these  statements,  I  think,  can  hardly 
be  called  in  question."  We  call  them  in  question 
and  give  them  a  flat  denial. — ^Ed.] 

KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  Professional  Asset. 

Miss  Elinor  Pell-Smith,  Leicester. — "  I  feel  I 
must  write  to  you  as  I  have  just  written  to  the 
Registrar  at  York  Gate  acknowledging  my  Certifi- 
cate. I  do  appreciate  the  honour  of  possessing  it, 
and  am  most  especially  glad  that  I  am  one  of  the 
highly  privileged  ones  to  have  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick's  signature  appended." 

M.  Farthing  [Registered  Nurse). — "  Dear  Madam, 
I  would  like  you  to  know  how  much  I  prize  your 
name  on  my  certificate.  I  think  the  way  you 
persevered  to  bring  the  Registration  Act  about 
was  splendid.  The  nursing  profession  wiU  always 
feel  grateful  to  you  for  your  untiring  energy  and 
help.  Thanking  you  for  what  you  have  done  for 
myself  as  a  Registered  Nurse." 

Member  Bart.s  League. — "  Thank  you  for  not 
submitting  to  latest  attack  in  G.N.C.,  it  helps  us 
all.  It  is  perfectly  scandalous  that  an  official 
should  be  permitted  to  privately  spread  misleading 
(should  like  to  use  a  stronger  word)  statements 
about  a  member  of  the  Council  and  never  apologise 
when  they  are  disproved.  I  have  only  registered 
to  support  colleagues  less  independent  than  myself, 
otherwise  I  would  not  be  associated  with  a 
Statutory  Body  thus  managed." 

C.  B.  M. — "  What  a  shame  to  make  that  poor 
nurse  send  away  her  dog.  I  suppose  she  could  not 
afford  to  resign,  and  the  Comtnittee  knew  it." 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

July  15th. — ^What  indications  would  lead  you 
to  suspect  contracted  pelvis  ?  How  is  labour 
affected  by  this  condition  ? 

July  22nd. — Define  (a)  simple  tumour,  (6)  malig- 
nant tumour,  (c)  cyst,  {d)  haematoma,  (e)  abscess, 
Give  examples  of  each. 
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The   Midwife. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 

JUNE     EXAMINATION. 

The  list  of  successful  candidates  at  the  June 
Examination  held  by  the  authority  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  in  London  and  the  provinces,  is 
now  published,  the  results  being  as  follows  : — 
Candidates  examined,  648  ;  candidates  passed,  500. 
The  percentage  of  failures  was  22.8. 

MONTHLY   MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  was 
held  in  the  Board  Room,  i,  Queen  Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  Westminster,  on  Wednesday,  June  28, 
Sir  Francis  Champneys,  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
presiding. 

Correspondence. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  R.  H.  Keenlyside» 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  stating  that  the  Minister 
of  Health  approves  the  Rules  as  they  now  stand 
for  a  further  period  of  one  year  from  July  ist  next. 

Report  of  Standing  Committee. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  F.  Slator,  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  stating  that  the  Minister  of 
Health  notes  that  only  the  question  of  opium  is 
dealt  with  in  the  Memorandum  recently  prepared 
by  the  Board  on  the  subject  of  the  administration 
of  drugs  by  midwives,  and  that  he  will  be  glad  to 
be  furnished  with  the  observations  of  the  Board 
on  the  subject  of  the  use  of  Pituitrin  by  midwives. 

It  was  agreed  that  a  reply  be  sent  to  the  Minister 
of  Health  in  terms  of  a  Memorandum  drafted  by 
the  Chairman  and  unanimously  approved  by  the 
Board. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Manchester  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  Resolution 
passed  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Manchester  City  Council  reaffirm- 
ing the  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  adminjlstration 
of  preparations  of  opium  by  midwives,  and  making 
representations  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  for  the  revocation  of  such 
authority. 

It  was  agreed  that  no  action  be  taken. 

The  Board  authorised  the  Chairman  to  deal  with 
letters  from  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  for  the  City  of  Hull, 
and  Mrs.  Edith  Sibery  (No.  2980)  with  reference 
to  the  question  of  the  suspension  of  midwives  at 
the  Hull  Lying-in  Charity  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Manager  of  Nestle 
and  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Co.,  stating  that 
the  Company's  scheme  of  advertising,  to  which 
the  Board  took  exception,  having  been  suspended 
would  not  be  revived. 

Applications  Approved. 
For  Approval  as   Teacher. — Registered  Medical 


Practitioner :  Miss  Phyllis  Decima  Dixon, 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (subject  to  conditions). 

Midwives  :  Midwives  Ada  Bertha  Smith  (No. 
53977)  and  Mira  Julia  Walley  (No.  29725). 

To  be  Certified  by  the  Board  Under  Section  10  of 
the  Midwives  Act,  1918. — Midwife  Kate  Geemaert 
(Rotunda  Hospital,  Dublin),  Midwife  Ehzabeth 
Hannaford  (National  Maternity  Hospital,  Dublin) 

The  Secretary  reported  that  four  midwives 
holding  a  certificate  of  having  passed  the  Exami- 
nation of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland 
had  been  placed  on  the  Roll  in  conformity  with 
the  Board's  Resolution  of  July  25th,  1918. 

Death  of  an  Examiner. 
The  Secretary  reported  the  death  of  Dr.  Gordon 
Ley,  one  of  the  Board's  Examiners  at  the  London 
Centre,  and  the  Board  recorded  its  deep  sympathy 
with  Dr.  Ley's  relatives,  and  its  appreciation  of 
the  valuable  services  rendered  by  him  as  an 
Examiner  at  the  London  Centre. 

Examiner  Appointed. 

Dr.  Stanley  Gordon  Luker,  F.R.C.S.,  was 
appointed  as  one  of  the  Board's  Examiners  at  the 
London  Centre. 

Apparatus  at  the  Board's  Examinations. 

The  Report  from  the  Sub-Committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  question  of  apparatus  at  the 
Board's  Examinations  was  received,  and  its 
recommendations  adopted. 


NATIONAL  BABY  WEEK. 

National  Baby  Week  is  an  annual  fixture  which 
has  come  to  stay,  and  in  London  opened  on 
Monday  with  a  Conference  at  Carnegie  House, 
117,  Piccadilly,  W.  The  fixtures  throughout  the 
country  are  of  all  sorts,  grave  and  gay,  including 
the  popular  baby  shows,  which  may  or  may  not 
be  of  value  according  to  whether  or  not  they  are 
conducted  by  experts,  who  really  know  what 
they  are  doing,  on  a  scientific  basis. 

But,  on  one  thing  all  are  agreed — the  supreme 
importance  of  the  proper  nurture  of  the  child 
during  his  first  year  of  life  and,  to  go  further 
back,  of  the  health  and  care  of  the  mother  during 
the  ante-natal  period. 

Even  that  is  not  the  end,  for  we  are  coming 
clearly  to  understand  that  if  a  child  is  to  be  really 
well  born  he  must  have  a  good  family  history  on 
both  father  and  mother's  side.  Therefore,  to  those 
who  take  "  long  views  "  and  wish  to  hand  on  the 
torch  of  life  unimpaired,  and  burning  clearly,  the 
selection  of  a  life's  partner  is  not  only  governed 
by  mutual  attraction,  but  also  by  consideration 
of  the  welfare  of  their  children  and  children's 
children. 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE    POSITION    OF    THE    DISTRICT  NURSE 

AND    MIDWIFE     IN    RELATION    TO    PUBLIC 

HEALTH    SERVICES. 

The  important  paper  by  Dr.  R.  A.  Lyster, 
B.Sc,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Hamp- 
shire County  Council,  and  a  meanbeir  of  the 
Central  Midwives.  Board,  presented  at  the 
opening-  session  of  the  Conference  on  Infant 
Welfare  at  Cameg'ie  House,  117,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  last  week,  on  the  above  subject,  is  one 
which  deserves  careful  consideration. 

Dr.  Lyster  emphasises  the  following^  points 
as  the  result  of  his  experience  : — 

1.  The  desirability  for  the  continuous 
elimination  of  the  part-time  officer  from  official 
Public  Health  work. 

2.  The  more  complete  recog-nition  of  the 
essential  principle  that  public  money  must  not 
be  expended  by  private  individuals,  but  must 
always  be  expended  under  the  direct  control 
of  public  bodies. 

3.  The  marked  tendency  in  the  way  of  com- 
bination of  the  various  Public  Health  duties  of 
Public  Health  Officers. 

Dr.  Lyster  made  the  following^  points  : — 

That  the  employment  of  the  district  nurse 
(a  private  practitioner)  in  definite  public  duties, 
under  no  real  public  control,  is  opposed  to  the 
first  principle  laid  down  ;  the  handing  over  of 
large  sums  of  puiblic  money  to  be  expended  by 
nursing-  associations  is  opposed  to  the  second. 
He  is  furthermore  of  opinion  that  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  position  must  reveal  the  fact 
that  no  real  combination  of  duties  is  effected 
by  adding  official  duties  to  those  of  a  district 
nurse. 

There  had  recently,  said  Dr.  Lyster,  been  a 
movement  to  unify  the  Public  Health  Service, 
and  to  allow  the  same  staff  to  deal  with 
maternit}'  and  infant  welfare  work,  school 
work,  tuberculosis,  and  measles. 

In  reg-ard  to  this  we  would  p>oint  out  that 
where  the  staff  is  small  there  is  a  difficulty  in 
combining-  these  dtuties,  as  it  is  certainly  not 
ideal    for    a    Health    Visitor    concerned    with 


maternity  and  infant  welfare  work  to  under- 
take also  the  school  work,  where  she  may  at 
any  time  come  into  contact  with  infection. 

Dr.  Lyster  states  that  the  district  nurse 
belongfs  to  a  sweated  industry ;  that  she  is 
grossly  underpaid,  liable  to  be  treated  most 
unjustly,  and  to  be  dismissed  arbitrarily,  if  she 
fails  to  please  the  local  personag-es  who  have 
constituted  themselves  the  local  nursing-  asso- 
ciation. Further,  the  averag-e  level  among-st 
district  nurses  is  greatly  below  that  among- 
whole-time  Health  Visitors. 

Moreover,  the  district  nurse  works  from  the 
individual  standpoint,  and  throug^hout  her 
work  is  imbued  with  the  impression  that  in 
order  to  retain  her  post  she  must  retain  her 
local  popularity,  and  do  nothing  to  displease 
anyone.  Therefore,  unless  she  can  put  the 
whole  blame  for  the  discovery  of  unsatisfactory 
conditions  on  someone  else's  shoulders,  she 
very  wisely  fails  to  discover  such  conditions, 
either  amongfst  children  or  houses.  The  first 
discovery  would  make  her  unpopular  with 
parents,  and  the  second  with  certain  members 
of  her  committee,  which  has  the  power  to 
dismiss  her. 

We  think  Dr.  Lyster's  remarks  must  apply 
to  villag-e  and  cottagfe  nurses,  whom  local  lay 
potentates  delight  to  patronise  and  underpay, 
and  who,  having-  no  adequate  professional 
training-  as  nurses,  and  usually  a  limited 
general  education,  are  tempted  to  be  servile 
in  self-protection. 

The  highly  trained  Queen's  Nurse  has,  as  a 
rule,  a  very  well-developed  public  health  con- 
science, and  is  a  most  valuable  worker,  thoug^h 
we  quite  agree  that  when  she  undertakes  Public 
Health  work  it  is  desirable  that  she  should  be 
a  whole-time  official.  Her  hospital,  and  subse- 
quent social  and  Public  Health  training,  give 
her  an  exceptionally  valuable  experience  in 
dealings  with  all  kinds  of  people  and  problems. 

We  entirely  agree  with  Dr.  Lyster  that 
where  there  is  expenditure  of  public  mcmesy 
there  should  be  public  control. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT  INDICATIONS  WOULD   LEAD  YOU  TO  SUSPECT 

CONTRACTED  PELVIS  ?      HOW  IS  LABOUR  AFFECTED 

BY  THIS  CONDITION  ? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Henrietta  Ballard,  Bermondsey 
Hospital,  Lower  Road,  Rotherhithe,  S.E. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

A  contracted  pelvis  may  be  suspected  before 
the  commencement  of  labour  if  a  multipara 
gfives  a  history  of  previous  difficult  or  instru- 
mental labours,  or  of  delivery  of  child  only  after 
craniotomy,  or  of  Caesarian  Section  having"  been 
performed ;  if  a  primag^ravida  the  abdomen 
may  be  pendulous ;  if  in  either  case  the  patient 
has  obvious  signs  of  deformity,  as  diseased 
or  deformed  spine  or  long-  bones,  pigfeon  chest 
or  similar  condition  sugg^esting  rickets  in 
childhood,  or  if  the  patient  is  a  dwarf  or  has 
one  leg-  shorter  than  the  other. 

Measurements,  if  taken,  will  not  have  an 
inch  difference  as  in  a  normal  case  between 
interspinous  and  intercrestal  diameters,  and  a 
vaginal  examination  will  bring-  examining- 
fingfer  easily  on  sacral  promontory,  and  diag^onal 
conjugate  will  be  lessened. 

At  the  commencement  of  labour,  on  ab- 
dominal palpation  the  foetus  may  be  lying 
transverse  or  in  posterior  position.  Presenta- 
tion may  be  breech,  cord,  or  limbs.  Mem- 
branes may  rupture  very  early,  and  presenting- 
part,  especially  if  vertex,  may  be  movable 
above  the  brim  of  pelvis,  and  even  hang-  over 
pubes,  and  be  unable  to  enter. 

Vaginal  examination. — If  membranes  are  not 
ruptured  they  may  hang-  down  in  a  larg^e  bag, 
and  cord  may  be  presenting-  or  prolapsed ;  if 
ruptured,  presenting  part  will  be  high'  up  and 
difficult  to  reach,  and  will  move  away  from 
examining  finger.  If  vertex  presenting, 
sagittal  suture  may  be  transverse  and  fon- 
tanelles  may  be  on  same  level.  A  large  caput 
succedaneum  will  be  felt  on  presenting  part 
if  fitting  brim  of  pelvis.  Cervix  may  hang 
loose  in  vagina,  and  same  may  be  hot,  swollen, 
and  parched. 

Labour  will  be  unduly  prolonged  by  pre- 
sentation being  abnormal,  by  increased  mould- 
ing needed  to  bring  vertex  through  pelvis,  by 
a  hot,  parched  vagina,  a  small  outlet,  and  by 
extension  occurring  in  the  case  of  a  vertex, 
in  which  case  a  face,  brow,  or  unreduced 
occipital  posterior  may  occur.  Version  may 
be  essential  to  the  delivery  of  the  child,  or 
severe   laceration   of   perineum   will   result,    a 


brow  is  not  likely  to  rotate  under  the  pubic 
arch,  and  impaction  will  result  in  obstructed 
labour  if  left  to  nature.  If  the  contraction 
is  severe  the  doctor  may  perform  cranio- 
tomy to  save  the  life  of  the  mother,  or 
Caesarian  Section,  when  both  mother  and  child 
may  be  saved,  but  the  risk  to  the  mother  is 
somewhat  greater. 

Obstructed  labour  is  caused  by  large  child 
or  small  pelvis  causing  malpresentations,  and 
unless  relieved  speedily  will  result  in  death  of 
child  and  tonic  contraction  of  uterus,  with 
possible  rupture  of  same,  with  fatal  results  to 
mother. 

The  liquor  amnii  having  drained  away  allows 
all  pressure  on  the  child,  the  cord  may  be 
pressed  on  and  placenta  separated,  and  all 
its  blood  supply  cut  off.  No  fluid  can  lubricate 
the  vagina  in  this  stage  of  labour,  consequently 
it  becomes  hot,  dry,  and  swollen,  causing 
increased  pain  to  the  mother. 

The  uterus  presses  harder  upon  the  child, 
the  pains  become  more  painful,  powerful,  and 
prolonged,  and  increase  in  frequency,  and 
unless  relieved  pass  into  the  state  of  tonic  con- 
traction which  may  result  in  the  uterus  being 
ruptured  and  the  expulsion  of  the  child  into  the 
abdominal  cavity. 

The  patient  will  have  increased  pulse  rate 
and  rise  of  temperature.  Her  face  will  be- 
token the  agony  she  is  undergoing;  she  will 
look  and  feel  ill.  Skin  may  be  hot  and  dry  or 
cold  and  clammy.  Vomiting  will  most  likely 
occur. 

In  very  rare  cases  of  obstructed  labour 
inertia  occurs,  and  a  doctor  must  deliver  the 
child. 

Obstruction  may  occur  from  an  after-coming 
head  in  a  breech  presentation,  and  if  very 
large,  perforation  may  have  to  be  resorted  to. 
In  the  case  of  inertia  following  good  contrac- 
tions haemorrhage  is  most  liable  to  occur  dur- 
ing and  after  delivery,  until  contractions  are 
re-established. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — ^Miss  S.  A.  Myers,  Mrs. 
Farthing,  Miss  Marian  Jones. 

Miss  Myers  points  out  that  a  patient  whose 
pelvis  is  contracted  not  only  suffers  more  pain, 
but  is  liable  to  greater  danger  during  labour 
than  one  with  normal  dimensions. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

Define  {a)  simple  tumour,  (b)  malignant 
tumour,  (c)  cyst,  {d)  haematoma,  (e)  abscess. 
Give  examples  of  eaich. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

On  Friday,  July  7th,  the  deleg-ates  of  the 
National  Council  of  Nurses  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  home  from  Copenhagen,  enter- 
tained Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  to  a  very  festive 
little  Dinner  at  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W., 
and  reported  the  g-reat  success  of  their 
mission,  and  all  expressed  the  opinion  they 
did  not  wishi  to  wait  till  1925  before  further 
international  amenities,  and  hoped  an  Interim 
Conference  mig-ht  be  held. 

Miss  H.  L.  Pearse,  who  was  in  the  chair, 
m  proposing-  Mrs.  Fenwick 's  health,  spoke 
warmly  of  her  international  work  for  Nursing-, 
and,  in  reply,  Mrs.  Fenwick  touched  on  the 
wonderful  results  already  apparent  from  the 
Federation  of  the  Trained  Nurses  of  the 
world.  This  was  the  more  marked  during-  the 
War,  when  the  nurses  of  all  nations  poured 
out  their  skill  and  devotion  for  the  sick  and 
wounded  througfhout  Europe.  The  nurses  of 
the  British  Empire  and  the  United  States  of 
America  had  come  into  close  sisterly  touch, 
and  would  keep  closely  united  in  the  g-reat 
strug-g-le  to  prevent  disease  and  raise  the 
standard  of  the  world's  health'. 
^  Miss  Olmsted,  the  charming-  Chief  of  Divi- 
sion of  Nursing-,  League  of  Red  Cross 
Societies,  who  was  an  honoured  guest,  spoke 
from  wide  experience  during-  and  since  the 
u-ar.  She  had  a  fascinatingf  tale  to  tell  of  her 
sphere  of  activities  radiating-  from  Geneva. 
It  was  g-ood  to  hear  that  already  the  entries  for 
the  next  International  Course  of  Training-  for 
Public  Health  Nurses  are  nearly  double  those 
of  the  present  Course  (just  terminated  at  Bed- 
^  ford  Collegfei),  and  that  the  class  will  include 
students  from  Turkey,  Spain,  and  Iceland. 
So  the  good  work  extends. 

The  Dinner  was  excellent,  and  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed.  Lovely  red  roses  and 
fruits  made  a  charming-  table  decoration. 

The  Women's  Exhibition  is  now  open  at 
Olympia  from  July  12th  to  29th,  and  much  of 
interest  is  to  be  seen.  The  Nursing-  Section 
M'ill  no  doubt  attract  the  attention  of  our  pro- 
fession, and  should  help  to  instruct  the  g-eneral 
public,  so  ignorant  and  apathetic  where  skilled 
nursing  is  concerned,  and  so  cocksure  they 
know  all  about  it. 


Miss  Alice  Cattell,  member  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  who  is  in  daily  touch  with 
Private  Duty  Nurses,  has  interested  herself 
upon  their  behalf  on  the  question  of  the  Regis- 


tered Nurse's  Uniform,  and  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council  addressed  a  question  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  on 
the  matter,  which  is  becoming  urgent.  It  is 
now  a  year  since  the  Rules  were  signed,  and 
so  far  ihe  question  is  still  under  consideration. 
It  is  high  time  the  Registration  Committee, 
from  which  those  members  really  interested  in 
the  question  have  been  eliminated,  hurried  up 
and  made  it  possible  for  Registered  Nurses  to 
enjoy  a  distinctive  protected  uniform,  and  let 
us  hope  it  will  be  distinctive  and  becoming. 

We  have  received  several  letters  from  Regis- 
tered Nurses  on  the  question  of  the  Badge. 
They  all  urge  that  it  should  not  have  any 
resemblance  to  others,  so  that  the  State  badge 
may  be  recognised  at  a  glance.  The  sug- 
gestion of  a  pierced  silver  badge  they  fear 
may  be  mistaken  for  that  worn  by  Queen's 
Nurses,  and  as  many  Queen's  Nurses  are 
Registered  Nurses  they  also  would  prefer  a 
design  which  does  not  clash  with  their  own. 
The  R.B.N. A.  Badge  is  by  far  the  most  charm- 
ing design,  and  carried  out  in  white,  red  and 
blue' enamel  on  silver,  with  "D"  in  centre 
for  diploma,  with  its  deep  crimson  ribbon  and 
bar,  for  those  who  pass  its  examination,  it  is 
quite  a  work  of  art.  The  G.N.C.  Badge  should 
rival  it  in  beauty. 


The  Hospital  Committee  of  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board,  which  controls  our  large 
Metropolitan  Fever  Hospitals,  are  setting  a 
wise  example  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a 
whole.  In  a  recent  report  to  the  managers  it 
was  stated  that  the  Committee  had  had  before 
them  a  return  showing  that  only  a  small  pro- 
portion of  the  Board's  Nurses  who  are  prima 
facie  qualified  to  be  registered  under  the  State 
scheme  had  actually  become  so  registered. 
The  Committee  had  therefore  prepared  a  notice 
calling  attention  to  the  registration  system 
now  in  existence  and  pointing  out  the  advan- 
tages of  registration,  and  the  Committee  were 
taking  steps  for  a  copy  of  this  notice  to  be 
sent  to  every  Nurse  in  the  Board's  service. 
The  Committee  had  also  arranged  that  in 
future  all  forms  of  application  for  nursing 
appointments  under  the  Board  should  contain 
an  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  applicant  was  a 
Registered  Nurse. 


We  have  evidence  before  us  that  many 
Fever  Nurses  object  to  place  their  names  on 
a  Supplementary  Register,  but  for  their  own 
protection  in  the  future,  they  will  be  well 
advised  to  do  so. 
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The  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  have  voted 
the  sum  of  ninety-five  guineas  in  respect  of  the 
services  rendered  by  the  examiners  in  the 
April,  1922,  examination  of  Nurses  at  the  in- 
fectious hospitals,  such  sum  to  be  divided  as 
follows  : — Principal  Examiner  (Chief  medical 
officer,  infectious  hospitals  service.  Dr.  F.  F. 
Caig-er),  38  guineas;  Assistant  Examiners: 
Medical  Superintendent,  Eastern  Hospital  (Dr. 
J.  Wilkins),  38  guineas;  Matron,  North- 
Western  Hospital  (Miss  H.  H.  Reeves), 
19  guineas'. 

Members  of  the  Rotherham  Rotary  Club, 
nt  their  weekly  luncheon,  entertained  a 
number  of  lady  guests,  including  the  Mayoress 
and  the  Matron  of  the  Rotherham  Hospital. 
The  speaker  was  Miss  Buckle,  Superintendent 
of  the  Rotherham  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion, who  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the 
origin  and  development  of  the  work  in  which 
the  association  is  engaged. 

Stressing  the  fact  that  they  were  "Queen's 
Nurses  "  as  well  as  district  nurses,  she  spoke 
of  the  advantages  of  their  central  organisation 
in  London.  At  the  present  time  they  had  four 
nurses  besides  herself,  and  if  they  could  have 
ten  nurses  by  next  November  there  would  be 
work  for  them.  At  Rotherham  they  were 
about  twenty  years  behind  the  times  in  start- 
ing their  work,  and  it  was  for  the  people  of 
that  town  to  say  what  was  to  be  made  of  it. 
Councillor  W.  Brooke  presided. 


Ray,  as  one  who  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
selection  of  Miss  Seddon  three  and  a  half  years 
ago,  paid  a  high  tribute  to  her  for  the  services 
she  had  rendered  to  the  hospital. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Tolworth  IsoJa)- 
tion  Hospital  the  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  E.  Bignall, 
J. P.,  read  a  letter  from  Miss  J.  M.  Seddon, 
the  superintendent  of  the  hospital,  stating 
that  in  view  of  her  approaching  marria^ge  she 
must  ask  the  Board  to  accept  her  resignation. 
Her  term  of  office  had'  been  a  very  happy  one, 
and  it  was  with  very  mixed  feelings  that  she 
contemplated  leaving  the  hospital.  Mr.  Big- 
nall added  that  it  was  also  with  mixed  feelings- 
that  he  read  that  letter.  On  behalf  of  the 
Board  he  expressed  their  extreme  regret  at 
the  prospect  of  losing  Miss  Seddon,  who  had 
rendered  very  valuable  and  important  service 
to  the  hospital  in  the  position  which  she  had 
so  ably  filled.  At  the  same  time  he  congratu- 
lated her  very  heartily  on  the  prospect  that 
was  now  opening  out  before  her,  and  he  was 
sure  they  all  hoped  that  her  married  life  would 
be  one  of  very  great  happiness.  Miss  Seddon 
thanked  the  Board,  and  in  reply  to  the  Chair- 
man said  she  would  remain  until  the  end  of 
August,  and  if  necessary  into  September.     Mr. 


The  Daily  Mail  opened  a  correspH>ndence  on 
the  "Autocracy  of  Hospital  Matrons,"  which 
was  shut  up  with  a  snap.  John  Bull,  under 
the  heading  of  "  Weary  of  the  Wards,"  made 
a  statement  that  "  in  one  London  Hospital  over 
forty  nurses  recently  handed  in  their  resigna- 
tions." We  cannot  corroborate  this.  History 
repeats  itself  if  it  is  true.  In  the  year  1878, 
when  the  redoubtable  Miss  Burt  attacked 
nursing  abuses  at  Guy's  Hospital,  forty  nurses 
were  one  morning  seen  in  the  courtyard  sitting 
on  their  boxes  awaiting  transport  to  pastures 
new.  It  can  be  well  imagined  the  excitement 
aroused  in  the  Borough  by  this  upheaval. 


A  new  nurses'  home  at  the  County  Hos- 
pital, Guildford,  the  war  memorial  of  the 
Surrey  branch  of  the  Red  Cross  Society,  will 
be  opened  on  July  22nd. 


The  true  nursing  spirit  is  shown  by  Miss 
Augusta  Mueller,  a  graduate  nurse,  who  has 
accepted  a  five  years'  appointment  at  the  Pres- 
byterian Hospital,  Point  Barrow,  Alaska,  the 
largest  Eskimo  village  in  Alaska,  and  having 
a  population  of  seven  white  people  and  600 
Eskimos.  At  present  there  is  only  one  nurse 
at  the  hospital — ^the  only  one  within  a  radius 
of  1,000  miles — Miss  Florence  Bakin,  of  Brook- 
lyn, who  is  badly  overworked.  Miss  Mueller, 
who  is  twenty-three  years  of  age,  read  the 
appeal  for  an  assistant  for  Miss  Bakin,  and 
having  convinced  the  authorities  of  her  earnest- 
ness and  suitability,  was  selected,  and  signed 
a  five  years'  contract.  Miss  Mueller  stated  to 
the  representative  of  a  contemporary  that  the 
aiuthiorities  were  careful  that  she  should  not 
go  into  the  new  work  without  a  complete 
understanding  of  its  requirements,  but  that 
understanding  has  only  added  to  her  deter- 
mination, and  she  is  looking  forward  to  her 
work  at  Point  Barrow  with  the  highest  interest, 
and  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  opportunity  it 
presents,  not  only  to  enable  her  to  fulfil  the 
real  object  of  her  profession,  to  aid  the  suffer- 
ing, but  also  for  increasing*  her  professional 
experience. 

Miss  Mueller  will  go  north,  by  passenger 
steamer  from  Seattle  to  Nome.  There  the 
regular  service  ends,  andl  for  the  last  ten  days 
the  journey  will  be  made  on  the  U.S.  revenue 
cutter  "  Bear." 
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NURSINQ  TO  BE  A   PROFESSION 
IN  FRANCE. 

The  announcement  that  a  decree  has  been 
promulgated  by  the  Ministry  of  Hygiene  in 
France  providing  that  in  future  the  profession 
of  nursing  may  be  practised  only  by  those  who 
have  undergone  a  course  of  training  laid  down 
by  the  Ministry  and  received  in  approved 
schools  attached  to  public  hospitals,  is  one  of 
the  utmost  importance. 

The  decree,  which  provides  further  that 
candidates  for  the  diploma  will  be  examined 
by  Boards  appointed  by  the  Ministry,  in  places 
which  have  a  Faculty  of  Medicine,  has  been 
signed  by  the  President. 

It  is  now  fifteen  years  ago  since  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses  held  a  Conference 
in  Paris,  and  we  may  hope  that  it  is  one  of 
the  influences  which  induced  M.  Strauss,  the 
present  Minister  of  Hygiene,  to  arrive  at  this 
decision  by  demonstrating  the  organisation  of 
nursing  in  other  countries. 

M.  N.  P.  Strauss,  then  President  of  the  Con- 
seil  Superieur  of  the  Assistance  Publique,  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  Hon.  Vice-President  of 
the  Conference,  and  was  present  at  its  opening 
Session.  No  one  who  attended  that  wonderful 
Conference,  and  realised  the  deep  interest 
taken  in  its  proceedings  by  those  holding  high 
positions  in  the  Assistance  Publique,  can  doubt 
that  seeds  then  sown  were  bound  to  bear  fruit. 

Then,  in  1914,  the  Great  War,  which  had 
lessons  for  the  nurses  of  all  nations,  held 
amongst  them  a  lesson  for  France,  and  M. 
Strauss,  Minister  of  Hygiene,  states  that  the 
war  demonstrated  the  national  importance  of 
an  efficient  Nursing  Service.  Hastily  trained 
volunteers  did  splendid  work,  but  France 
•  should  be  guarded  against  the  need  for  such 
improvisation  in  future.  He  also  points  out 
that  the  field  of  nurses'  activity  has  been  much 
extended  by  the  modern  application  of  social 
hygiene  —  including  the  campaign  against 
tuberculosis  and  child  welfare  work. 

We  have  also  to  remember  the  practical 
Demonstrations  of  nursing  given  during  the 
war  by  the  corps  of  British  Nurses — the 
French  Flag  Nursing  Corps — of  which  we  had 
the  honour  to  be  Honorary  Superintendent, 
which  worked  directly  under  the  French 
War  Office,  and  the  work  of  British  and 
American  Nurses  in  the  Devastated  Regions, 
all  of  which,  no  doubt,  were  factors  in  bringing 
before  a  Nation,  sensitive  to  impressions,  and 
quick  to  absorb  and  apply  knowledge,  the 
need  for  organising  its  Nursing  Service  in 
accordance  with  the  latest  modern  methods. 


The  fine  buildings  of  the  Nurse  Training 
School  at  the  Sal|>etri^re  Hospital,  Paris,  form 
•an  ideal  Home  for  such  a  School,  and  other 
hospitals  might  organise  on  the  same  lines. 

We  understand  also  that  a  Nurse  Training 
School  is  to  be  organised  in  Paris  by  the 
Comite  American  pour  les  Regions  Devast^es 
— another  centre  of  light  and  learning. 

Nor  must  we  forget  the  Nursing  School 
org-anised  by  Dr.  Anna  Hamilton  at  Bordeaux, 
which  has  trained  so  many  young  French- 
women to  a  high  degree  of  technical  efficiency, 
and  imbued  them  with  professional  ideals. 

Frenchwomen  possess  qualities  which  should 
place  them  in  the  very  front  rank  as  nurses 
when  once  their  curriculum  is  organised.  But 
to  be  really  efficient,  trained  nurses,  pK>ssessing 
adequate  powers,  must  be  in  command  as  the 
heads  of  the  Nursing  Departments  of  the  hos- 
pitals. That  is  the  secret  of  efficiency  in 
nursing  organisation. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  COURSE  OF 

TRAINING  FOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

NURSES. 

On  Thursday.  July  6th,  Bedford  College  (Univer- 
sity of  London),  Regent's  Park,  was  en  fete  for 
the  coming  of  H.R.H.  Princess  Christian  to  present 
certificates  to  the  students  of  the  Class  1921-1922, 
who  had  completed  the  International  Course  of 
Training  for  Public  Health  Nurses  organised  under 
the  League  of  Red  Cross  Societies. 

Sir  Arthur  Stanley  (Member  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  League  of  Red  Cross  Societies) 
in  welcoming  the  Princess  said  that  when  the 
League  of  Red  Cross  Societies  was  founded  it 
decided  that,  of  all  things  in  connection  with  its 
aims,  the  most  necessary  was  a  greater  knowledge 
of  the  art  of  nursing  in  those  countries  where  it 
was  practically  non-existent.  It  was  therefore 
decided  to  found  an  International  Course  of 
Training  for  Public  Health  Nurses,  and  England 
was  selected  as  the  country  in  which  it  should  be 
carried  out.  The  present  was  the  second  course. 
The  first  year  the  course  was  taken  by  18  students 
from  17  countries,  this  year  there  were  12  students 
from  12  countries.  He  hoped  they  would  all  take 
away  as  good  an  impression  of  England  as  we  had 
formed  of  them. 

The  students  who  received  their  certificates  for 
the  present  course  would  realize  that  they  could 
not  have  any  greater  honour  than  to  receive  them 
from  Her  Royal  Highness.  All  present  knew  what 
she  had  done  in  the  cause  of  nursing.  To  tell  the 
history  of  nursing  was  to  tell  Her  Royal  Highness' 
part  in  promoting  the  interests  of  nurses,  more 
particularly  through  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association,  of  which  she  had  been  President 
since  its  foundation.     In  the  name  of  the  students 
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he  expressed  their  great  sense  of  appreciation  of 
her  presence. 

The  students  were  then  presented  to  Her  Royal 
Highness  by  Miss  Margaret  J.  Tuke^  Principal 
of  Bedford  College,  and  one  by  one  they  ascended 
the  platform  to  receive  their  certificates,  in  the 
following  order  :  Misses  Marianne  Danko  (Austria), 
Boiana  Christova  (Bulgaria),  Nora  Moore  (Canada), 
Marie  Anzenbacherova  (Czecho-Slovakia),  Anna 
Erma  (Esthonia),  Venny  SneUman  (Finland), 
Margaret  James  (Great  Britain),  Gizi  de  Hodossy 
(Hungary),  Masayo  Tabuchi  (Japan),  Elsa  Grivan 
(Latvia),  Elisabeth  Anna  Deuchler  (Mexico),  Edith 
Webster  (New  Zealand). 

The  Role  of  the  Public  Health  Nurse  in 
the  Public  Health  Programme. 

Professor  Selscar  M,  Gunn,  Director  of 
European  Activities,  Rockefeller  Foundation,  then 
delivered  a  most  interesting  and  inspiring  address 
on  "  The  Role  of  the  Public  Health  Nurse  in  the 
Public  Health  Programme."  Addressing  especi- 
ally Her  Royal  Highness  and  the  members  of  the 
Graduating  Class,  he  said  that  it  was  the  natural 
thing  that  when  the  International  School  of 
Public  Health  Nursing  was  founded,  it  should  be 
placed  in  England,  and  particularly  in  London. 
In  America  they  had  built  up  their  Public  Health 
programme  largely  on  the  English  experience, 
for  they  found  that  from  that  experience  they 
would  get  what  was  best  for  their  own  needs,  and 
other  countries  were  doing  the  same.  The  modern 
health  programme  was  a  comparatively  new  thing. 
In  the  month  of  December  we  should  be  cele- 
brating the  centenary  of  the  birth  of  Louis  Pasteur. 
That  fact  showed  how  short  a  time  there  had  been 
on  which  to  base  Public  Health  work  on  a  scientific 
foundation. 

After  referring  to  the  interest  of  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  this 
country  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  Professor  Gunn 
said  that  people  in  Public  Health  work  and 
General  Welfare  work  were  privileged  because  they 
got  the  opportunity  of  doing  something  for  their 
fellow  men.  Thus,  in  England,  pestilences  had 
practically  ceased  to  exist,  because  of  the  work 
done  against  such  epidemics.  When  epidemics 
ceased,  then  the  Public  Health  workers  turned 
their  attention  to  tuberculosis  and  infant  health 
work.  When  they  began  to  study  numerous 
diseases  from  the  Public  Health  view,  they  found 
they  were  very  largely  due  to  social  and  economic 
conditions,  and  it  was  necessary  to  base  pro- 
paganda concerning  their  causes  on  an  educational 
campaign.  Thus  was  developed  the  great  need 
for  women  engaged  in  PubUc  Health  Nursing. 

"  Ladies  of  the  Graduating  Class,"  said  the 
Professor,  "  you  have  a  verj?-  wonderful  and 
extraordinary  opportunity,  you  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  being  pioneers.  What  a  difficult  thing 
it  is  to  be  pioneers,  but  what  a  glorious  thing  it 
is  to  be  successful  pioneers."  He  said  that  the 
graduating  class  had  probably  reaUsed  for  them- 
selves some  of  the  difficulties  they  would  have 
to  encounter.     They  included  opposition  from  a 


part  of  the  medical  profession,  apathy  on  the  par 
of  Governments,  and  indifference  on  the  part  of 
the  public,  but  they  would  find  these  could  be 
overcome,  as  they  had  been  in  other  countries. 

They  were  going  to  develop  Public  Health  work 
in  their  own  countries  as  other  countries  had 
developed  it.  They  had  a  rare  and  wonderful 
opportunity,  and  he  urged  them  not  to  be  dis- 
couraged. He  had  seen  people  return  to  their 
own  countries  after  studying  elsewhere,  full  of 
enthusiasm  to  take  up  work,  as  they  would  do, 
in  the  face  of  difficulties,  sometimes  becoming 
discouraged.  It  was  the  test  of  character,  and 
they  would  have  their  reward  when  they  stuck 
to  their  work,  and  saw  the  knowledge  they  had 
acquired  become  part  of  the  life  of  their  countries. 

Public  Health  Nursing  fell  mainly  under  two 
headings.  Instructional  Hygiene  and  Mental 
Hygiene.  For  both,  trained  nurses  were  needed. 
They  would  infer  that  the  requisite  knowledge 
required  for  Public  Health  Nursing  could  not  come 
from  a  full  and  generous  heart,  but  must  be 
acquired  by  hard  training.  Some  countries  in 
Central  Europe  were  so  keen  to  have  women 
workers  in  Public  Health  that  they  thought  they 
must  put  up  with  those  not  having  very  much 
training.  But  we  did  not  want  a  large  personnel 
who  thought  they  were  trained  when  they  were 
not.     That  was  a  danger  point. 

Professor  Gunn  showed  how  in  concentrating 
attention  on  cities.  Public  Health  workers  fre- 
quently and  sadly  neglected  the  rural  districts  ; 
and  New  York,  with  its  crowded  population  and 
slum  areas,  had  a  lower  infant  mortality  than  the 
rural  districts.  In  Central  Europe,  Rural  Hygiene 
was  almost  non-existent.  If  1,000  children  died 
as  the  result  of  some  catastrophe,  people  thought 
they  must  do  something,  but  the  death  of  a  large 
number  as  the  result  of  unhygienic  conditions 
passed  unnoticed. 

Professor  Gunn  said  he  did  not  believe  in 
there  being  much  difference  between  preventive 
and  curative  medicine ;  these  and  social  work 
should  all  go  together.  In  America  they  were 
now  beginning  to  talk  of  "  social  medicine." 

Public  Health  Nursing  was  difficult  work ;  it 
did  not  attract  attention  by  being  spectacular. 
If  a  fire  occurred,  and  was  put  out  by  the  fire 
brigade,  the  excitement  caused  drew  public  atten- 
tion to  it ;  so  did  the  capture  of  a  burglar  to  the 
work  of  the  police.  But,  if  a  Public  Health  officer 
got  a  pure  water  supply  provided  and  so  pre- 
vented an  epidemic  of  tjrphoid,  he  did  not  receive 
as  much  credit  as  one  who  successfully  coped  with 
an  epidemic  when  it  occurred  ;  nevertheless,  the 
work  of  the  former  was  much  the  most  valuable. 

The  Professor  reminded  the  members  of  the 
Graduating  Class  that  Public  Health  work  was 
impossible  without  ideahsm.  It  was  also  impor- 
tant to  -remember  that  they  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  working  with  their  friends  on  the 
other  side  of  the  frontiers  of  their  respective 
countries.  Public  Health  work  was  going  to  be 
of  great  use  in  helping  to  iron  out  differences,  and 
bring  people  together  to  live  peaceably  side  by  side. 
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It  was  Kate  Douglas  Wiggin  who  had  said, 
"  To  cure  is  the  voice  of  the  past,  to  prevent  the 
Divine  whisper  of  to-day." 

In  conclusion,  the  Professor  said  he  was  sure 
that  every  one  in  the  audience  wished  God-speed 
to  the  pupils  who  were  graduating  that  day,  and 
success  to  them  in  what  they  were  going  to  do. 
He  hoped  they  would  go  back  to  positions 
where  they  would  train  their  countrywomen  for 
Public  Health  appointments.  Little  odd  pieces 
of  work  which  they  might  personally  undertake, 
however  well  done,  would  not  be  nearly  so  valuable. 
Every  country  was  now  talking  of  nursing ;  the 
iron  was  hot,  it  was  for  them  to  take  up  the 
hammer  and  shape  it.  It  had  been  a  privilege  to 
speak  to  the  members  of  the  Graduating  Class 
that  day.  He  had  said  nothing  which  they  did 
not  know,  but  if  he  had  helped  to  warm  up  idealism 
in  them  his  object  had  been  fulfilled,  for  that  was 
what  made  work  worth  while. 

Miss  Tuke,  in  returning  thanks  to  Princess 
Christian  for  presenting  the  certificates,  referred 
to  the  interest  taken  by  the  Royal  Family  in 
Public  Health  work  and  nursing.  This  was  the 
first  occasion  they  had  had  the  course  at  Bedford 
College,  and  they  were  very  sensible  of  the  honour 
conferred  upon  it  by  Her  Royal  Highness'  presence 
that  day.  The  students  also  would  feel  that  their 
countries  had  been  honoured  in  the  fact  that  they 
had  received  their  certificates  from  her  hands. 

Princess  Christian,  whose  words  were  received 
with  applause,  said  she  was  proud  to  be  there  and 
to  present  the  certificates.  She  had  been  associ- 
ated with  the  first  Society  of  Trained  Nurses  in 
this  country  since  its  foundation,  and  the  first 
Health  Society,  so  she  was  doubly  glad  to  be 
present. 

Sir  Arthur  Stanley  said,  in  conclusion,  that 
all  the  students  must  have  been  struck  with  one 
thing  during  their  residence  here — the  devotion  of 
the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  the  Royal 
Family,  and  they  would  not  be  surprised  at  it 
after  meeting  Her  Royal  Highness  that  day. 

He  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Professor  Selscar 
M.  Gunn,  which  was  passed  by  acclamation,  for  his 
address.  He  had  spoken  words  of  wisdom  which 
all  should,  take  to  heart.  Sir  Arthur  also  said  he 
would  like  to  teU  the  students  how  much  the 
authorities  appreciated  the  way  in  which  they  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  Course.  He  hoped  they 
would  act  as  real  centres  of  enlightenment  in 
their  respective  countries. 

That  concluded  the  proceedings,  and  on  the 
invitation  of  the  authorities  of  Bedford  College 
those  present  then  adjourned  for  tea  and  music 
hospitably  provided  in  another  hall,  where 
amongst  the  guests  we  noted  Miss  K.  Olmsted 
(Chief  of  Division  of  Nursing,  League  of  Red  Cross 
Societies),  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  (Founder  of  the 
International  Council  of  Nurses),  Miss  Fay  Lan- 
caster (National  Health  Society),  Miss  Rosalind 
Paget  (Central  Mid  wives  Board),  and  several 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales. 

M.   B. 


IMPRESSIONS    OF    INTERNATIONAL 
MEETING    AT   COPENHAGEN. 

My  first  experience  of  the  International  Council 
of  Nurses  was  both  interesting  and  instructive. 
It  was  also,  to  me,  full  of  surprises. 

The  first  shock  I  received  when  I  landed  in 
Denmark  was  when  two  separate  individuals 
refused  a  tip  ofifered  for  help  received.  I  cannot 
ever  remember  such  a  thing  happening  to  me 
before. 

The  second  came  at  lunch  on  the  day  of  my 
arrival.  A  lady  sitting  opposite  me  at  a  small 
table  bent  forward  and  said  in  very  good  Enghsh, 

I  sometimes  see  a  letter  from  you  in  The  British 
Journal  of  Nursing  !  We  get  it  every  week, 
and  I  read  it  from  beginning  to  end."  I  found 
afterwards  that  she  was  not  Danish,  but  a  delegate 
from  another  country,  and  that  the  B.J.N,  is 
widely  read  in  Europe  and  greatly  valued. 

The  third  thing  to  surprise  me  was  the  status 
and  treatment  of  Danish  Nurses.  They  seem  to 
be  more  free  than  any  others  I  have  met.  Every 
trained  nurse  wears  the  badge  of  the  Danish 
Council,  which  is  affiliated  to  the  International 
Council,  and  when  visiting  the  Hospitals  one 
noticed  they  were  on  an  altogether  different 
footing  to  those  in  England.  I  cannot  imagine 
anybody  suggesting  a  street  collection,  victory 
ball,  or  any  little  attention  of  that  description 
for  the  Nursing  Profession  in  Denmark,  but,  then, 
women  there  have  always  been  in  the  van  of 
progress. 

The  five  things  that  stand  out  most  clearly  in 
my  mind  with  regard  to  my  visit  are  the  solidarity 
of  the  profession  and  its  sense  of  professional 
responsibility,  the  whole-hearted  hospitality,  the 
number  of  bicycles,  the  quality  of  the  butter, 
and  the  beautiful  beech  trees. 

I  shall  always  have  in  my  mind  a  very  happy 
picture  of  my  first — but  I  hope  not  my  last — 
visit  to  Denmark. 

Maude  Mac  Callum, 

Delegate. 


PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF    TRAINED 
NURSES. 

At  the  Council  Meeting  of  the  Professional 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  held  on  July  6th,  two 
important  matters  came  up  for  discussion. 

The  first  was  the  Grading  of  Health  Visitors 
(many  of  whom,  besides  being  Registered  Nurses, 
hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives' 
Board  and  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute)  by 
the  London  Whitley  Council,  in  a  lower  grade  than 
that  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Much  indignation  was  expressed,  and  the  Secre- 
tary was  instructed  to  forward  the  following 
resolution  to  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  of  the  London  Whitley  Council  and 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  : — 

"  That  the  Council  of  the  Professional  Union  of 
Trained  Nurses  protests  most  vehemently  against 
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the  recommendation  of  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  of  the  London  Whitley  Council  to 
place  Health  Visitors  under  Grade  "  B  "  in  their 
draft  scheme  for  the  recruitment,  conditions  of 
service,  and  rates  of  pay  of  officers  engaged  in  the 
London  Municipal  Service.  In  view  of  the  pro- 
fessional and  technical  qualifications  and  ever- 
increasing  responsibilities  entailed  in  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  work,  such  a  degradation  in 
their  status  cannot  be  tolerated  without  a  strong 
protest." 

The  second  matter  was  the  appointment  of 
a  Health  Visitor  by  the  St.  Pancras  Borough 
Council,  who  had  the  single  qualification  of  the 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  The 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  the  following 
letter  to  the  Minister  of  Health  and  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  St.  Pancras  Borough  Council : — 

"  Sir, — I  have  been  instructed  by  my  Council  to 
write  to  you  protesting  against  the  appointment 
by  the  Borough  CouncU  of  St.  Pancras  of  a  Health 
Visitor  whose  qualification  is  the  Certificate  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  alone. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  responsibility  entailed 
in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work,  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  only  very  thoroughly  qualified 
women  should  be  appointed  to  such  posts." 

N.B. — Unless  Nurses  combine  in  the  interests 
of  their  Profession,  they  will  have  to  put  up  with 
any  treatment  that  Authorities  choose  to  mete 
out  to  them. 

Maude  Mac  Callum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 

We  hope  the  other  organisations  of  Nurses  will 
take  steps  to  express  their  resentment  at  being 
placed  under  Grade  B  of  the  London  Whitley 
Council  if  working  as  Health  Visitors.  These 
workers  need  to  be  very  highly  qualified — the  day 
has  gone  by  for  the  amateur  Health  Visitor. 


THE  ROYAL  SANITARY  INSTITUTE 
CONGRESS. 

The  Thirty-third  Congress  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute,  to  be  held  at  Bournemouth  from 
July  24th  to  29th,  promises  to  be  of  much  interest. 
The  five  sections  include  Sanitary  Science,  En- 
gineering and  Architecture,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  (including  School  Hygiene),  Personal  and 
Domestic  Hygiene,  and  Industrial  Hygiene. 

On  Sunday,  July  23rd,  the  preacher  at  St. 
Peter's  will  be  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Birmingham. 

The  President  of  the  Congress  is  Major-General 
the  Right  Hon.  J.  E.  B.  Seeley,  C.B.,  C.M.G., 
P.C,  D.S.O.,  M.P.  (Lord-Lieutenant  of  Hampshire), 
who  will  give  the  inaugural  address  when  the 
Congress  opens  in  the  Town  Hall,  on  July  24th, 
at  5  p.m.  Previously  the  Health  Exhibition  will 
be  opened  in  the  Drill  Hall,  Holdenhurst  Road, 
by  the  Mayor  of  Bournemouth. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Malmesbury,  D.L., 
J. P.,  will  preside  in  the  Town  Hall,  at  8  p.m., 
on  July  25th,  when  the  Popular  Lecture  will  be 


given  by  Professor  Leonard  Hill,  M.B.,  F.R.S., 
on  "  The  Value  of  Clean,  Fresh  Air." 

On  Thursda3%  July  27th,  at  the  Special  Concert 
at  the  Winter  Gardens,  at  8  p.m.,  a  Special  Film 
on  Rat  and  Pest  Extermination,  lent  by  the 
Vermin  Repression  Society,  will  be  shown. 

Some  five  hundred  Delegates  have  been  ap- 
pointed, and  many  representatives  of  Public 
Health  Bodies  are  expected,  including  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  and  the  Lady  Mayoress,  who 
are  taking  an  active  part  in  the  meeting.  Several 
Government  Departments  have  appointed  Dele- 
gates, and  a  number  of  I'^oreign  and  Dominion 
Governments  are  also  sending  representatives. 


MENTAL   HOSPITALS    ASSOCIATION. 

Alderman  J.  S.  Taggart,  of  Liverpool,  Chairman 
of  the  Mental  Nurses  Association,  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  that  body  held  at  the  Guildhall  last 
week,  said  : — 

"  We  are  unanimous  in  our  declaration  of  the 
obsoleteness  of  the  Lunacy  Laws.  It  is  a  crying 
scandal,  and  to  my  mind  Parliament  is  criminally 
responsible  for  the  vast  amount  of  suffering  which 
is  bound  to  exist  until  they  tackle  the  question  of 
the  reform  of  the  Lunacy  Laws.  Under  the  present 
system  we  can  take  into  our  institutions  only 
those  people  who  are  certifiable — people  who  are 
far  advanced  in  insanity — and  who  are  almost 
past  treatment.  We  have  asked  Parliament  to 
introduce  legislation  and  empower  local  authorities 
to  deal  with  incipient  cases  of  insanity.  With  the 
knowledge  we  possess,  if  permission  were  given  to 
local  authorities  to  take  incipient  cases  into  some 
kind  of  clinics  for  early  treatment,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  whatever  that  a  vast  number  of  patients 
who  are  now  in  our  asylums  need  never  have  been 
there  at  all.  It  is  the  saddest  thing  in  history 
that  instead  of  tackling  this  matter  in  its  early 
stages  we  must  wait  until  these  people  are  almost 
past  cure.     It  is  inhuman,  and  yet  it  is  a  fact." 

The  speaker  further  expressed  the  opinion  that 
unless  the  Bill  foreshadowed  in  Parliament  brought 
about  radical  changes  such  as  he  had  indicated 
it  would  not  be  worth  its  salt. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  George  Wyatt  Truscott, 
a  resolution  was  carried  unanimously  empowering 
the  Association  to  communicate  with  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Control,  pointing  out 
the  importance  of  a  clause  empowering  authorities 
to  deal  with  incipient  insanity  being  included  in 
the  above  Bill.  Sir  George  Truscott  remarked 
tnat,  after  all  that  had  been  said,  one  would  have 
thought  that  the  Bill  would  have  contained  such 
a  clause. 

THE  HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

The  foundation  stone  of  the  extension  of  the 
hostel  of  St.  Luke,  a  nursing  home  for  the  clergy 
in  Fitzroy  Square,  was  laid  by  Princess  Christian 
on  July  7th,  which  it  is  hoped  to  open  early  next 
year.  A  sum  of  £14,000  is  stUl  required  for  this 
good  work. 
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Her  Royal  Highness  has  expressed  her  intention 
to  be  present  at  the  ceremony  in  Westminster 
Abbey  on  Thursday,  when  the  memorial  tablet 
commemorating  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps  who  died  in  the  war  will  be 
imveiled  by  the  Duke  of  Connaught. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


The  Duke  of  York  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Hos- 
pitals Combined  Appeal  at  a  dinner  at  the  Guild- 
hall given  on  Monday  last  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
the  Council  of  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund. 
The  Committee  has  appealed  for  ;^500,ooo,  and  it 
was  announced  that  already  the  Fund  stood  at 
£227,000.  The  Lord  Mayor's  Mansion  House 
Fund  totalled  ;^56,403.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  who 
is  President,  had  sent  a  hundred  guineas,  and  the 
Prince  George  Fund  for  Sailors  ;^i,ooo. 


ROYAL   RED   CROSS. 

His  Majesty  held  an  Investiture  on  July  loth 
at  Buckingham  Palace  and  decorated  the  following 
ladies  with  the  Royal  Red  Cross  : — 

Members. — Sister  Johanna  McCarthy,  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
Reserve,  and  Sister  Ethel  Kelso,  Queen  Alexandra's 
Military  Nursing  Service  (India). 


THE  TERRITORIAL  ARMY  NURSING 
SERVICE. 

The  office  of  the  Territorial  Army  Nursing 
Service  has  been  moved  to  Imperial  House,  Tothill 
Street,  S.W.  i. .  (Telephone  Victoria  8540  Ex.  277), 
to  which  address  all  communications  should  in 
future  be  made. 


TO  NURSES  ABOUT  TO  REGISTER, 

Nurses  who  wish  their  names  to  be  inserted 
in  the  first  issue  of  the  State  Register  must  send 
in  their  Application  Forms  at  once,  and  those 
nurses  whose  applications  have  been  in  the  office 
for  some  time  and  who  have  received  no  intimation 
that  they  have  been  registered,  should  ask  for 
information,  as  names  should  be  submitted  to 
the   Council   in   strict   rotation. 

No  nurse  who  has  not  been  registered  by  October 
ist  next  will  be  eligible  to  vote  for  the  Direct 
Nurse  Representatives  at  the  forthcoming  election, 
so  that  there  is  no  time  to  lose  if  a  nurse  wishes  to 
exercise  her  professional  franchise. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

WHERE    TO     REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 
England  and  Wales — 12.  York  Gate,  Regent's 

Park,  London,  N.W. 
Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 


HOME     SISTER    AND    ASSIST.     8UPT.     NURSE. 

Clayton  Hospital,  near  Bradford. — ^Miss  Phoebe  Gray 
Gibson  has  been  appointed  Home  Sister  and  Assistant 
Superintendent  Nurse.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  During 
the  war  Miss  Gibson  was  Matron  of  the  Romford 
Military  Hospital,  and  at  present  holds  the  position 
of  Night  Sister  at  the  Darlington  General  Hospital. 
NIGHT    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire  General  Hospital, 
Wolverhampton. — Miss  Agnes  Edwards  has  been 
appointed  Night  Superintendent.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Belvidere  Hospital,  Glasgow  (Infectious  Nursing), 
and  the  Sheffield  Royal  Hospital  (General  Nursing), 
and  has  been  Ward  and  Theatre  Sister  at  the  Sheffield 
Royal  Hospital,  Night  Sister,  Ward  Sister  and  Assistant 
Matron  at  the  Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester, 
and  has  held  the  position  of  Public  Health  Visitor  at 
Manchester,  and  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

SUPERINTENDENT    NURSE. 

Luton  Union. — Miss  Catherine  Jenkins  has  been 
appointed  Superintendent  Nurse.  She  has  held  the 
position  of  Superintendent  Nurse  under  the  Barnet, 
Colchester  and  Hatfield  Unions. 

SISTER-IN-CHARGE. 

Wiltshire  Maternity  Hospital,  Swindon.— Miss  Cathe- 
rine Jane  Lewis,  Registered  Nurse,  has  been  appointed 
Sister-in-Charge.  She  was  trained  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Northampton,  where  she  subsequently  held 
the  position  of  Ward  Sister.  She  has  also  been  Night 
Sister  at  Bootle  Borough  Hospital,  Liverpool.  She 
served  during  the  war  with  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve  in  France,  and, 
temporarily,  with  Queen  Alexandra's  Military  Nursing 
Service  for  India.     She  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

SISTER. 

Mental  Hospital,  Canterbury. — Miss  Hilda  W.  Lucas 
has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Worcestershire  Mental  Hospital,  where  she  subsequently 
held  the  position  of  Sister,  and  at  the  Fir  Vale  Hos- 
pital, Sheffield,  where  she  took  charge,  for  a  time,  of 
the  Children's  Blocks.  She  holds  the  certificate  of 
the  Medico-Psychological  Association,  and  is  a  Certified 
Midwife. 


BIRTH  CONTROL  CONFERENCE. 

The  Fifth  International  Neo-Malthusian  and  Birth 
Control  Conference  opened  at  the  Kingsway  Hall  on 
Tuesday  morning  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  C.  V. 
Drysdale,  O.B.E.,  F.R.S.E.  The  arrangements  include 
a  public  meeting  in  the  large  Kingsway  Hall  on  Thurs- 
day, July  13th,  at  8  p.m.,  and  the  meetings  continue 
throughout  Friday.  On  Saturday,  the  15th,  there  is 
an  automobile  excursion  to  Dorking  to  visit  the  birth- 
place of  Rev.  T.  R.  Malthus,  tickets  for  which  are 
obtainable  from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Malthusian 
League,  124,  Victoria  Street,  S.W.i. 

PROSECUTION    OF    AN    EMPLOYEE 

(L.C.C.) 

HoRTON  Mental  Hospital. 
On  May  15th,  1922,  a  female  probationer  nurse 
(D.M.)  was  charged  at  the  Epsom  Petty  Sessions  with 
slapping  a  patient.  The  court  adopted  a  lenient  view 
and  dismissed  the  summons  under  the  Probation  of 
Offenders  Act.  The  nurse's  appointment  has  been 
terminated. 
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*'  FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE  &  OTHERS." 

Very  interesting  is  the  life  of  Cardinal  Manning 
("  Henry  Edward  Manning :  His  Life  and 
Labours  "*),  by  Shane  Leslie,  M.A.,  to  which  we 
recently  referred,  not  only  because  it  takes  us 
back  to  the  time  of  the  Oxford  Movement  and  the 
Catholic  revival  in  England,  but  because  of  its 
reference  to  Florence  Nightingale  and  the  glimpse 
which  it  gives  us  into  her  attitude  towards  a 
burning  question  of  the  day. 

The  future  Cardinal  was  born  on   July   15th, 
1808,  and  was  educated  at  Harrow  and  Oxford 
(Balliol).     At    Oxford,     though    Manning    heard 
Newman    preach    "  the    avenging    blasts    of    the 
Oxford  Movement  had  not  begun  to  blow,"  but 
later  he  felt  the  full  blast  of  them.     Here  it  was 
that  he  first  met  Gladstone,  and  their  friendship 
continued    until    Manning's    secession    to    Rome, 
when   Gladstone   felt   as   though   his   friend   had 
"  murdered    his    mother,"     and    never    forgave, 
though  Manning  wrote  ten  years  later  :    "  When 
I  laid  down  all  that  I  had,  including  your  friendship, 
precious  to  me  beyond  wealth  or  prosperity,   it 
was  that  I  might  cast  the  last  weight  I  had  into 
the  scale  of  positive  truth— that  is  my  whole  Ufe 
and  soul,  with  all  its  past,  and  with  all  its  future." 
"  Of    three    great    women    who    entered    into 
Manning's  life.   Miss   Sevan's   influence   was   the 
most     important."     The     Bevans     were     deeply 
interested  in  Evangelicalism,  and  the  "  pious  and 
gifted  Miss  Bevan  set  out  to  save  Manning's  soul." 
She  is  referred  to  as  his  "  spiritual  mother,"  and 
a  character  sketch  of  him  written  in  1832  shows 
how  her  sympathetic  understanding  and  appre- 
ciation of  his  sensitive  disposition  must  have  been 
a  solace  and  a  stand-by  to  him  in  the  inevitable 
pain  which  is  the  heritage  of  such  a  nature. 

She  wrote  :  "  His  sensitive  disposition  calls  for 
the  consolations  of  friendship.  He  cannot  readily 
dissolve  a  tie  once  formed,  nor  harbour  a  suspicion 
of  anyone  who  has  given  him  proof  of  amity.  He 
is  confiding  as  well  as  communicative,  and  expects 
to  find  that  faithfulness  and  generosity  in  others 
that  they  will  find  in  him.  He  is  easily  \Yon  by 
kindness  and  deceived  by  flattery." 

The  other  women  (besides  his  wife,  to  whom 
during  their  brief  married  life  he  was  devoted) 
who  entered  most  closely  into  his  life  were  Miss 
Maurice  and  Florence  Nightingale. 

An  illness  in  1847  resulted  in  his  being  ordered 
abroad  ("  it  may  be  for  a  year — it  may  be  for 
ever  ")  ;  a  short  return  home  and  then,  in  October, 
he  set  out  for  Rome. 

"  In  Rome  friends  rose  to  meet  him.  At  Santa 
Croce  he  saw  Newman  in  his  chamber,  a  sight 
still  awesome  to  Anglican  eyes.  They  met  once  in 
the  street.  So  ill  was  Manning  that  Newman  did 
not  recognise  him.  On  December  8th  Manning 
set  eyes  on  his  future  friend  and  eventual  creator, 
Pius  IX.  He  went  about  Rome  with  Sidney 
Herbert  and  Florence  Nightingale."  Perhaps  it 
was  the  memory  of  those  intimate  days  which 
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enabled  Miss  Nightingale  later  to  open  her  heart 
to  Manning,  when  he  had  joined  the  Roman 
branch  of  the  Church,  and  made  converts  by  con- 
versation, or,  as  Ruskin  said,  "  by  fascination." 

With  Miss  Stanley,  also,  sister  of  the  Dean,  he 
kept,  when  abroad,  in  touch  with  the  Anglican 
world,  and  "  to  convert  Mary  Stanley  and  her 
friend  Florence  Nightingale  he  wrote  endlessly, 
believing  '  the  school  you  have  been  in  is  one 
which  turns  from  the  peril  of  our  own  soul  to  think 
of  others.  This  is  blessed  when  we  have  made 
sure  of  our  own  eternity.'  "  He  wrote  (July  15th, 
1853)  :  "  Birthdays  bring  strong  unhomelike 
thoughts  now,  but  all  the  better,  for  this  is  now 
our  rest.  Grace  has  called  you  to  the  substance, 
not  the  shadow  ;  to  the  imperishable  reality,  not 
the  short-lived  imitation.  Florence  Nightingale 
wiU  either  decline  to  a  level  lower  than  herself, 
and  unworthy  of  her,  or  she  will  be  rebuked  and 
chastened  by  failure  into  the  path  which  she 
already  knows  full  well.  How  wonderful,  you  so 
long  off,  she  so  long  at  the  door." 

"  Friendship  with  Miss  Nightingale  had  devel- 
oped since  the  Roman  winter  of  1847.  He  was 
one  of  the  few  to  encourage  her  in  the  vocation 
she  sought  under  almost  insuperable  difiiculty. 
To  rescue  the  fallen,  or  nurse  the  sick,  was  con- 
sidered methodistical  and  unladylike.  A  letter  of 
hers  in  the  summer  of  1852  tells  of  a  joint  venture. 
"  '  I  found  the  poor  child  at  Kensington  bent  upon 
going.  I  stayed  till  half-past  six,  hoping  that  there 
might  be  a  change  and  that  you  might  come.  But 
unless  you  were  more  successful  than  I  was  after  I 
went,  the  poor  thing  is  lost.  I  have  seen  legs  cut  off 
and  horrible  operations,  but  that  was  nothing  to  this. 
And  again,  '  There  is  no  time  to  be  lost.  It  is  a 
miserable  child  of  fourteen.  If  I  fail,  do  you  thmk 
you  could,  do  you  think  you  would  undertake  it 
yourself  ?  It  seems  a  great  deal  to  ask,  but  she 
would  not  resist  you.  God  bless  you  for  your  tender 
mercy  to  this  poor  child.' 

"  Manning  carried  away  the  child  to  the  Convent 
of  the  Good  Shepherd.  O  Felix  Culpa  !  One  can 
hardly  fgrbear  to  say  of  the  fault,  done  in  childish 
ignorance,  which  brought  two  such  twm  spirits 
as  Henry  Manning  and  Florence  Nightingale  to 
seek  that  which  was  lost !  All  this  tune  she  was 
torn  between  her  vocations  to  serve  God  as  a  nun 
or  to  seek  out  sick  humanity  as  a  nurse.  Her 
soul  was  torn  between  the  Church  of  her  home, 
and  that  of  Rome,  which  she  confessed  she  loved. 
She  poured  forth  her  sorrows  to  Manning,  when 
her  relations  seemed  '  like  chUdren  playing  on  the 
shore  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Oh,  don't 
laugh  !  For  it  is  like  seeing  people  jestmg  among 
the  mangled  bodies  of  their  kmd.  So  we  play 
through  life  among  the  mangled  souls  of  those 
we  love  ' 

"  '  I  dislike  and  despise  the  Church  of  England, 
she  cried  (June  30th,  1852).  "She  received  me 
into  her  bosom.  But  what  has  she  ever  done  for  me  i 
She  never  gave  me  work  to  do  for  her,  nor  training 
to  do  it,  if  I  found  it  for  myself.  You  think  it  would 
be  a  sacrifice  to  me  to  join  the  Cathohc  Church  a 
temptation  to  remain  where  I  am.  If  you  knew  what 
a  home  the  Cathohc  Church  would  be  to  me  !  All 
that  I  want  I  should  find  in  her.     All  my  difficulties 
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would  be  removed.  I  have  laboriously  to  pick  up 
here  and  there  crumbs  by  which  to  Hve.  She  would 
give  me  daily  bread.  The  daughters  of  St.  Vincent 
would  open  their  arms  to  me.  They  have  already 
done  so,  what  should  I  find  there  ?  My  work  already 
laid  out  for  me,  instead  of  seeking  it  too  and  fro,  and 
finding  none ;  my  home,  sympathy,  human  and 
divine.  No  one  asked  last  night  Is  it  well  with  the 
child  ?  ' 

"  Her  agony  of  soul  she  had  '  never  said  to 
human  being.'  To  him  she  revealed  wounds  that 
were  beyond  even  her  skill.  '  The  wound  is  too 
deep  for  the  Church  of  England  to  heal.  I 
belong  as  little  to  the  Church  of  England  as  to 
that  of  Rome,  or  rather  my  heart  belongs  as  much 
to  the  Catholic  Church  as  to  that  of  England — 
oh,  how  much  more  ! ' 

"  One  wonders  how  near  Florence  Nightingale 
came  to  the  Catholic  Church.  '  Empirically  I 
believe  in  her.  She  has  no  more  fervent  disciple 
than  I  .  .  '  All  that  year  her  strong  wings  beat 
on  the  bars  of  Manning's  confessional.  '  I  have 
a  precipice  behind  me.  If  I  do  not  reach  the 
Church  of  the  Catholics  I  have  no  Church  !  .  .  .' 
She  begged  Manning  to  send  her  to  the  French 
Sisters  or  to  the  Irish  Sisters  of  St.  Vincent ; 
'  I  have  obligations  to  him.'  She  had  to  act 
without  her  family's  consent.  '  I  really  believe  it 
would  give  my  dear  people  less  pain  for  me  to 
become  a  Roman  Catholic  and  marry  than  for  me 
to  become  a  Sister  of  Charity.  I  think  the  perse- 
cution of  the  Emperor  Domitian  must  be  easy  to 
bear,  but  there  is  a  persecution  from  those  we 
love,  as  I  daresay  you  know,  and  which  grinds 
one's  very  heart  out,  especially  if  one  is  not  quite 
sure  one  is  right.'  Her  letters  are  full  of  tragic 
little  asides,  of  which  perhaps  only  a  woman 
would  think.  .  .  Manning  would  not  receive 
her  unless  she  w^ould  give  him  her  wUl  as  well  as 
her  heart.  In  vain  she  pleaded  :  '  Why  cannot 
I  join  the  Catholic  Church  at  once  as  the  best 
form  of  truth  I  have  known,  and  as  cutting  the 
Gordian  knot  I  cannot  untie  ?  '  She  insisted 
on  presenting  religion  scientifically." 
0  "  The  Church  of  England  could  not  have  stood  in 

any  country  but  England,  because  she  is  such  a  poor 
historian.  I  have  always  thought  that  the  great 
theological  fight  has  yet  to  be  fought  out  in  England 
between  Cathohcism  and  Protestantism.  In  Germany 
it  was  fought  out  300  years  ago.  They  know  why 
they  are  Protestants.  I  never  knew  an  EngUshman 
who  did,  and  if  he  inquires  he  becomes  a  Catholic  !  " 

Then  came  the  Crimean  war,  and  "  with  war 
splendid  opportunity."  It  inspired  Manning  to 
find  chaplains,  and  Miss  Nightingale  nurses  for 
the  British  Army.  Manning  passed  a  brilliant 
idea  to  Miss  Stanley.  "  I  have  written  to  the 
Bishop  of  Southwark  to  see  if  any  Sisters  can  be 
found  for  the  East.  Why  will  not  Florence 
Nightingale  give  herself  to  this  great  work  ?  " 
Of  her  historic  mission  and  its  result  aU  the  world 
knows.  The  little  party  of  thirty-eight  nurses 
included  fifteen  nuns.  "  But  it  required  all 
Manning's  tact  with  Cardinals  to  keep  the  party 
afloat.  Dr.  Cullen  wrote  from  Rome  that  Miss 
Nightingale    could    not    have    jurisdiction    over 


nuns.     '  The  Pope  thinks  such  a  thing  ought  not 
to  be  agreed  to.' 

"  After  Miss  Nightingale  the  most  anxious 
watcher  of  the  party  was  Manning,  but  the  value 
of  his  Sisters  was  soon  proven  when  some  of  the 
less  religious  nurses  married  sergeants." 

Concerning  the  second  party  which  went  out 
under  Miss  Stanley,  with  Mother  Frances  Bridg- 
man,  of  Kinsale,  as  religious  chief,  to  the  sending 
of  which  Miss  Nightingale  took  such  strong 
exception,  Manning  wrote  to  Miss  Stanley: 
"  The  responsibility  for  sending  twenty  is  mine, 
and  mine  alone.  That  more  wiU  be  wanted  I 
conceive  to  be  certain  ;  for,  assigning  ten  wounded 
to  one  nurse,  which  would  be  the  hospital  pro- 
portion, or  ought  to  be,  the  wounded  after  the 
battle  of  the  Alma  would  have  required  two 
hundred  nurses.  WTiat  is  the  number  of  wounded 
now,  and  what  wiU  it  probably  be  in  three  weeks  ?  " 

Manning  wrote  to  Miss  Stanley  of  Father  Ronan, 
the  Chaplain,  who  was  "  required  to  travel  at  an 
ofl&cial  distance  from  the  Sisters  "  :  "  You  will 
like  and  trust  him."  (So  much  was  this  the  case 
that  he  received  her  into  the  Roman  Church 
before  their  return  to  England.)  He  also  wrote  : 
"  Florence  Nightingale  knows  your  state  of  mind 
perfectly.  She  said  to  me  two  years  ago,  when 
you  were  ill,  '  Convert  Mary  Stanley  quickly,  or 
there  will  be  no  Mary  Stanley  to  convert.' 

"  The  editor  of  the  Record  was  hot  on  the  trail 
of  Miss  Stanley,  incurring  a  quick  retort :  '  My 
sister  shall  a  ministering  angel  be  when  thou  liest 
howling,'  from  her  brother  the  Dean." 

Miss  Nightingale  had  akeady  to  fight  doctors 
as  well  as  disease,  and  the  theological  odium  was 
too  much  for  her  nerves.  She  declined  and 
disowned  Miss  Stanley's  party.  The  situation 
was  saved  by  Mother  Mary  Clare  crossing  the 
Bosphorus  in  an  open  boat  during  a  snowstorm 
and  effecting  peace. 

Manning's  disappointment  was  intense.  He 
wrote  to  Miss  Stanley  (January  ist,  1855)  :  "  Mrs. 
Herbert  wrote  me  word  that  Miss  Nightingale  has 
written  to  say  that  she  has  not  desired  a  second 
set  of  nurses.  Nevertheless  I  cannot  conceive 
that  with  4,000  or  5,000  wounded,  sick,  helpless, 
and  convalescent,  there  can  be  lack  of  service 
required  far  beyond  the  numbers  hitherto  sent. 
...  I  trust  to  Florence  Nightingale's  power  of 
drill  to  make  them  all  of  use."  He  exerted  all  his 
fine  diplomacy  at  home  and  also  asked  Dr.  Cullen 
to  recall  Dr.  CufiFe,  who  had  been  too  indignant 
at  the  refusal  of  the  nurses  by  Miss  Nightingale, 
which  he  compared  to  the  "  driving  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin  through  the  desert  by  Herod."  Eventually 
twenty  of  the  Sisters  were  taken— ten  at  Scutari 
and  ten  for  a  new  hospital  at  Kululi. 

"  Dr.  Cullen  sent  Mrs.  Bridgman  a  Papal 
Blessing  from  Rome  with  orders  to  '  hold  your 
ground  until  you  shall  be  sent  away  by  force.' 
She  was  Irish  enough  to  obey,  and  the  triumph  of 
the  second  party  was  largely  due  to  her." 

Of  Miss  Stanley,  Mr.  Leslie  writes  :  "Of  the 
thousands  who  have  heard  of  Florence  Nightingale, 
not  one  has  heard  of  Mary  Stanley.    Yet  she  had 
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accomplished  as  much  as  the  other,  though  she 
failed  of  the  accidental  fame  which  made  Miss 
Nightingale  one  of  the  leading  personages  in 
Europe.  She  received  her  reward  spiritually. 
While  Miss  Nightingale  was  being  decorated  by 
the  Sultan,  Miss  Stanley  was  bringing  herself  to 
announce  her  Catholic  baptism  from  Constanti- 
nople." This  Manning  disapproved  and  counselled 
her  to  do  so  when  she  met  her  family  after  the 
first   hours   of   arrival   were   over. 

The  later  relations  of  Archbishop  Manning  with 
Miss  Nightingale  were  less  pleasant.  "  After  the 
Crimean  War  she  set  aside  her  Catholic  yearnings, 
though  Manning  visited  her  in  sickness.  Her  letters 
were  no  longer  signed,  '  Your  weary  penitent,' 
and  ran  after  this  manner,  '  Dear  Sir  or  Dear 
Friend,  whichever  I  may  call  you,'  and  '  Nunc 
Dimittis  is  the  only  prayer  I  can  make  now  as 
regards  myself.'  When  he  proposed  to  move  her 
beloved  Sisters,  she  wrote  like  a  real  woman  to 
their  Mother,  '  I  have  cried  to  all  the  authorities 
on  earth  and  all  the  Saints  in  Heaven  against 
Dr.  Manning  ;  the  fact  is  that  he  is  as  the  Catholics 
themselves  call  him,  a  deucedly  clever  fellow, 
and  somehow  or  other,  by  foul  more  than  by  fair 
means,    gets   all    things    his   own    way.' " 

M.   B. 


BOOK    OF    THE    WEEK. 


TO   BOOKLOVERS. 

Messrs.  W.  &  G.  Foyle,  Ltd.,  have  re-arranged 
and  improved  their  department  devoted  to  second- 
hand and  new  books  on  Medical,  Surgical,  Dental 
and  Nursing  subjects.  The  alterations  have  been 
necessitated  by  the  growth  of  business  and  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  a  still  more  efficient  book 
service  at  the  disposal  of  the  three  Professions. 
The  requirements  of  the  student,  the  practitioner, 
the  specialist,  and  the  nurse  are  fully  met,  and  any 
book  not  to  be  found  on  the  shelves  will  be 
obtained,  second-hand  or  new.  Readers  of  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  are  invited  to  call 
and  browse  round  the  thousands  of  carefully 
classified  volumes  at  their  leisure,  or  to  write  for 
a  catalogue  mentioning  requirements.  In  either 
case  they  will  receive  every  attention  from  the 
manager  of  the  department,  Mr.  C.  A.  Purdon. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

July  i-2th  to  2gth. — ^Woman's  Exhibition,  Olym- 
pia.     Nursing  Section. 

July  15th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Members  "  At  Home  " 
to  the  Gentlemen  of  St.  Dunstan's.  Entertain- 
ment and  Tea.     3.30. 

July  21st. — General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales.  Monthly  Meeting,  Ministry  of  Health, 
Whitehall.     2.30  p.m. 

July  22nd. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
194,  Queen's  Gate.  Criminal  Law  Amendment 
Bill.  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  will  read  "  Little 
Cuckoo  Flower."     Discussion. 

July  2gth. — No  More  War  Demonstration. 
Hyde  Park.  Nurses  invited  to  take  part  in  the 
Procession. 


"  THE   OPPIDAN."  * 

This  extremely  fascinating  chronicle  of  an  Eton 
of  twenty  years  ago  should  be  read  by  all  who  are 
interested  in  this  historic  foundation,  and  also  by 
those  to  whom  up  to  the  present  it  has  given  no 
particular  thrill ;  and  if  at  the  close  of  the  closely 
written  volume  they  refuse  to  join  in  the  Floreat 
Etona,  well  they  must  lack  the  divine  spark  of 
imagination,  because  the  writing  of  this  talented 
author  is  bound  to  carry  one  away  and  to  enfold 
one  in  the  mysterious  atmosphere  of  life  lived  by 
the  sons  of  the  wealthy  and  great  in  the  premier 
public  school. 

A  contemporary  preacher,  speaking  to  boys  the 
other  day,  remarked  that  public  schools  were  so 
named  because  they  are  the  most  private  things  in 
the  world.  To  read  and  understand  this  volume 
interprets  the  paradox,  for  the  reader  grasps  the 
exclusiveness  of  such  a  life,  its  age-long  customs, 
its  sacred  traditions  that  bind  about  the  Etonian 
with  unbreakable  fetters. 

In  "  The  Oppidan  "  we  have  the  complete 
Etonian  career  of  an  orphan  boy  named  Peter 
Darley,  from  the  moment  he  dropped  his  old  nurse 
in  Praed  Street  to  avoid  any  appearance  of  dis- 
graceful company,  to  his  tragic  end  at  the  close  of 
his  school  career,  when  "  the  School  were  deeply 
slricken,  but  knew  how  to  present  a  gentlemanly 
appearance  in  face  of  death.  Their  Etonian  fathers 
and  forefathers  all  had  to  meet  the  invincible  one." 
To  return  to  the  early  moments  of  Peter's  intro- 
duction to  the  august  foundation,  and  his  re- 
ception at  ihe  House  by  "  Willum."  The  tutor, 
Mr.  Morlev,  being  unmarried,  was  compelled 
to  hire  the  services  of  an  imposing  housekeeper, 
charitably  called  "Dame."  Parents  found  there 
was  no  appeal  from  her.  All  questions  of  health 
and  nourishment  were  settled  by  her  with  a  digni- 
fied surprise  that  anyone  could  mistrust  the 
solidarity  of  the  Eton  tradition.  She  enjoined  the 
newcomers,  whom  she  addressed  as  "  puir  lad- 
dies," to  put  on  a  clean  collar  every  day,  and 
never  to  call  Mrs.  Sowerby  "  the  Hag,"  or  "  I'll 
.  speak  to  the  Captain." 

Mrs.   Sowerby,   bv  the  way,  is  described  as  re- 

sembling  a  "resuscitated  mummy  of  Queen  Anne." 

Peter    envied    the    advantages    of    Socston,   also 

new,  who  had  an  Eton  father  to  reveal  the  ropes 

and  pitfalls  of  the  Eton  arena. 

His  nurse  had  given  him  a  Bible,  and  his  aunt 
promised  him  the  requisite  cakes,  and  had  begged 
him  not  to  spend  too  much  time  rowing  in  the 
Eton  Eight. 

Peter's  first  night  after  the  entrance  examination 
was  a  disturbed  one,  as  unhappily  he  was  unaware 
that  he  had  taken  the  Remove. 

The  journey,  the  arrival,  his  companions,  the 
examination,  every  question,  his  answers,  Mr. 
Morlev,  Mr.  Lamb,  Mr.  Lamb's  parrot,  Willum, 
and  the  Dame,  danced  wildly  through  his  mind, 
and  left  him  hanging  over  the  abyss  of  dread  that 
concealed  the  impending  result  of  examination. 

"*"By  ShanelLesHe.     Chatto  &  Windus. 
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(Trade  Mark) 


AKES  the  skin  soft,  cool  and  lovely, 
giving  a  delightfully  fresh  and  charming 
appearance   to   all    who     use    it. 


TRADE 


'OZOZO' 


MARK 


Brightens  Pale  Complexions 

In  glass  po's,  at  all  Chemists  and  Stores 
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In  agony  of  soul  he  lifted  the  window-sash  and 
prayed,  with  a  mixture  of  boyish  faith  and  of  a 
cynic's  gamble,  until  the  mists  melted  away  and 
the  stone  symbol  of  Gkxi's  pain  stood  clearly  out 
in  the  crisp  light.  Simply  and  reverently  he  tried 
to  bargain  with  God  for  a  good  place  at  Eton. 
There  was  no  early  school  on  Saturday,  and  Peter 
crept  down  to  breakfast  amid  the  extravagantly 
condescending  and  contemptuous  looks  of  boys 
who  had  been  in  his  position  a  few  months  pre- 
viously. However,  they  kindly  gave  him  an  in- 
teresting outline  of  the  normal  week. 

A  detailed  account  is  given  of  swishing,  a  Duke 
coming  under  that  experience  twice  in  one  day. 
"Your  Grace  is  unfortunate  to-day,"  but  the 
swishing  was  administered  all  the  same. 

A  realistic  description  is  given  of  the  Eton  and 
Harrow  match.  Between  Eton  and  Harrow  there 
was  neither  peace  nor  generosity.  Defeat  entailed 
smouldering  hate,  and  victory  savage  exultation. 
Partisans  sometimes  needed  the  stern  disinterested- 
ness of  the  Metropolitan  police  to  prevent  open 
conflict. 

Very  delightful  is  the  episode  of  the  bright-eyed 
but  nervous  scion  of  the  House  of  Saxe-Cohurg- 
Gotha,  a  Lower  boy,  who  had  the  honour  of  being 
selected  by  his  fag-master  to  intercede  with  his 
royal  relative  as  to  a  matter  of  trespass  in  the  park 
for  purpose  of  horse-racing. 

Half  an  hour  later  the  Lower  boy  was  breath- 
lessly explaining  to  the  Ranger  what  had  hap- 
pened, and  how  the  bloods  at  Munfort's  were 
going  to  be  hauled  up  by  the  Head,  and  how  they 
included  several  choices  for  the  Eleven,  and  how 
unpopular  the  Royal  Family  would  be  if  the 
Ranger  insisted  on  having  them  sacked,  and  how 
they  were  decent  enough  to  send  him  with  an 
apology,  and  what  an  honour  it  was  to  be  fagged 
with  such  bloods  anyhow.  The  Ranger  had  had 
trouble  with  the  boys  before,  and  on  the  complaint 
of  the  royal  keepers  a  Duke's  son  had  been  flogged, 
but  this  was  the  first  he  had  heard  of  this  esca- 
pade, and  he  was  both  amused  and  interested.  He 
thoroughly  agreed  with  his  small  relative's  esti- 
mate of  the  smallness  of  the  offence  and  the  great- 
ness of  the  offenders. 

It  would,  of  course,  be  disastrous  if  the  Royal 
Family  were  involved  in  the  punishment  of  such 
great  men  as  the  Captain  of  Munfort's  House,  or 
in  spK>iling  the  chances  of  Lord's  cricket  ground. 
He  would  do  nothing  to  f>ress  for  punishment ;  in 
fact  he  would  ask  the  Head  to  overlook  the  matter 
as  a  personal  favour  to  himself. 

It  was  a  very  happy  Lower  boy  who  skipped 
homewards. 

A  few  minutes  after  lock-up  he  knocked  at  the 
fag-master's  door. 

"  Thanks!  You  are  excused  mess-fagging  for  a 
week,"  was  the  gracious  reply  to  his  news. 

There  are  many  charming  pen-drawings  of  the 
ancient  foundation  and  its  environs,  much  subtle 
wit,  and  pathos. 

It  is  a  wonderful  book,  crammed  full  of  interest, 
and  one  lays  it  down  with  regret.  It  has  taken 
us  into  the  confidence  of  Eton.  jj    jj 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


CRIMINAL     LAW    AMENDMENT— THE    AGE 
OF    CONSENT. 

The  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill  passed  its 
second  reading  in  the  House  of  Commons 
without  a  division  on  July  6th,  but  not 
without  strong  opposition,  which  centred  round 
the  clause  which  provided  that  reasonable 
cause  to  believe  that  the  girl  was  over  sixteen 
should  no  longer  be  a  defence.  Arguments 
for  and  against  were  advanced,  but  consider- 
ing that  for  the  past  thirty-five  years  there 
has  been  no  legislation  on  the  matter,  we  think 
it  high  time  further  safeguards  for  the  young  of 
both  sexes  were  enacted.  This  Bill  adds  nothing 
to  the  crime  of  violating  young  children — ghastly 

cases  which  are  constantly  up  in  the  police-courts 

and  we  should  have  hoped  the  time  was  ripe  to 
add  to  the  punishment  of  such-  bestial  criminals. 
Two  years'  "  hard  "  is,  we  believe,  the  maximum 
punishment  for  these  horrible  crimes,  and  as  often 
as  not  the  criminal  is  let  off  with  a  minimum 
sentence  of  a  few  weeks — if  any.  To  plead  that 
he  was  drunk  at  the  time  appears  to  be  a  sufficient 
excuse  with  some  magistrates.  It  is  this  very 
common  crime  that  women  should  stand  up  against 
much  more  publicly  than  they  do,  and  it  is  this 
aspect  of  defilement  which  is  treated  in  "  Little 
Cuckoo  Flower,"  a  reading  from  which  will  be 
given  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  on  Saturday, 
July  22nd,  at  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Invitations  will 
be  sent  upon  application,  to  those  interested,  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  R.B.N.A. 


The  Council  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  British 
Architects  have  appointed  a  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  drafting  a  Bill  for  the  statutory  regis- 
tration of  architects.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see 
if  the  Governing  Body  of  this  profession  is  largely 
composed  of  unprofessional,  socially  influential 
male  and  female  persons,  like  the  G.N.C.  I  or 
whether  it  will  follow  the  example  of  the  medical 
and  legal  professions  and  manage  its  own  affairs. 

The  London  County  Council  has  adopted  the 
recommendation  of  its  Parks  and  Open  Spaces 
Committee  that  Sunday  games  shall  be  permitted 
in  all  parks  and  open  spaces  under  the  control 
of  the  Council. 

Very  wise  decision.  At  present  we  sometimes 
walk  right  up  to  Primrose  Hill  on  Sunday  afternoon 
and  only  meet  half-a-dozen  pedestrians. 


On  Saturday,  July  29th,  there  is  to  be  a  great 
No  More  War  Demonstration  in  Hyde  Park. 
The  peoples  of  Europe  and  America  will  simul- 
taneously express  their  will  against  war.  The 
churches.  Labour,  women,  ex-Service  men,  and 
all  sections  of  the  people  are  joining,  and  trained 
nurses  are  invited  to  take  part  in  the  procession. 
The  London  Secretary  can  be  found  at  Norway 
House,  Norway  Place,  E.14. 


July  IS,   1922 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

TRAINED    ATTENDANTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing 

Dear  Madam, — ^May  I  correct  a  wrong  impres- 
sion which  has  got  abroad,  regarding  the  "  Trained 
Attendants'  "  Class  started  at  the  Y.W.C.A., 
Montreal,   and  quoted  in  your  Journal  ? 

First,  it  is  not  registered,  though  we  aim  at 
legislation  to  protect  it  and  the  Trained  Nurse, 
later  on. 

These  Treuned  Attendants  are  given  three 
months'  intensive  training,  following  the  lines  of 
a  junior  nurse,  but  are  not  given  a  Certificate 
until  they  have  given  six  months'  entire  satis- 
faction with  the  doctors  and  patients. 

They  are  not  allowed  to  wear  white  uniforms, 
but  have  a  specially  designed  one  which  has  been 
made  as  different  as  possible  to  the  Trained 
Nurse's. 

A  pin  marked  plainly,  "  Trained  Attendant," 
which  they  must  wear  on  duty. 

They  are  not  allowed  to  charge  more  than 
three  dollars  a  day — a  Httle  over  half  a  Nurse's 
fee. 

The  Certificate  binds  them  to  these  conditions, 
and  to  take  only  such  cases  as  they  have  been 
fitted  for.     It  is  one  of  our  chief  objects  to  protect 
the  Professional  Nurse  and  the  pubHc  from  the 
so-called    "  Undergraduate,"    who    is    at    present 
taking  all  kinds  of  cases  in  White  Uniform  and 
charging  a  Trained  Nurse's  fee  or  nearly  as  much. 
M.  Louisa  Parker, 
Graduate,    Montreal   General   Hospital. 
In  charge  of  Trained  Attendants'  Class, 
Y.W.C.A.,  Montreal. 

,  [The  question  of  the  registration  of  short  trained 

attendants  is  one  which  is  beginning  to  cause  some 
misgiving  in  the  minds  of  fully  qualified  "  R.N.s," 
both  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  We  fear 
it  will  ultimately  prove  disastrous  to  nursing 
standards.  The  medical  profession  has  not,  as  a 
whole,  sympathised  with  the  three  or  four  years' 
term  of  training  and  registration  for  nurses,  and 
continues  to  employ  women  with  much  less  ex- 
perience. We  should  like  to  hear  what  our  readers 
think.  Personally  we  are,  and  always  have  been, 
opposed  to  the  manufacture  of  semi-trained  nurses. 
—Ed.] 

KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Fortunate  to  be  Present. 
Public  Health  Nurse. — "  I  was  fortunate  to  be 
present  at  Bedford  College  on  July  6th  at  the 
most  interesting  ceremony  when  Princess  Christian 
gave  the  International  students  their  Certificates. 
What  a  pity  the  room  was  half  empty  !  Many 
nurses  interested  in  the  national  health  of  other 
nations  as  well  as  their  own  would  have  loved  to 


be  present.  We  do  need  rousing  out  of  our 
insularity  in  nursing  as  in  our  general  outlook, 
and  the  masterly  address  of  Professor  Gunn 
might  well  have  been  available  to  many  of  our 
Public  Health  Nurses." 

[We  have  given  as  much  space  as  we  can  spare 
this  week  to  the  report  of  this  very  valuable 
address. — Ed.] 

The  Whole  Thing  a  Scandal. 

Jeanne  H.  Macdonald,  Zululand. — "  This  is  just 
a  line  to  express  to  you  my  indignation  at  the 
treatment  you  have  received  in  the  General 
Nursing  Council  in  connection  with  the  Registra- 
tion muddle.  I  think  the  whole  thing  a  scandal 
and  unworthy  of  the  nursing  profession.  I,  for 
one,  will  never  think  of  registering  in  England 
under  existing  conditions.  My  Registration  Certi- 
ficate would  mean  less  than  nothing  to  me  without 
your  own  signature  or  that  of  some  other  tried  and 
true  member  of  my  own  profession  attached.  It 
certainly  would  be  waste  paper  with  the  signature 
of  any  lay-woman  attached.  Please  accept  my 
warmest  admiration  for  your  pluck  and  courage 
through  all  these  attacks." 

[In  spite  of  methods  universally  condemned 
by  honourable  people,  we  still  advise  those  who 
condemn  them  to  register.  How  otherwise  can  we 
ever  hope  to  build  up  our  profession  on  worthy 
principles  if  the  best  women  remain  estranged  ?  " 
—Ed.] 

Stir  up  About  it. 

Would  be  Registered. — "  I  sent  my  Form  in 
for  registration  months  ago,  and  I  have  heard 
nothing  since  first  card.  Persons  I  know  who 
applied  later  have  received  cards  to  say  they  are 
registered.  I  have  a  three. years'  certificate  of 
training  and  am  most  anxious  to  be  on  the  first 
printed  Register.  Surely,  if  I  am  not  on  I  shall 
have  some  redress.  I  strongly  object  to  the 
Registrar  having  discretion  in  this  matter — putting 
on  people  just  as  she  chooses — and  consider  the 
Council  to  blame  for  all  the  muddle.  I  also  object 
to  a  medical  man  in  the  chair  of  the  Registration 
Committee.     We  nurses  are  treated  like  worms." 

[We  can  only  advise  you  to  write  and  make 
further  enquiries  at  12,  York  Gate,  N.W.  If 
your  form  and  references  are  in  order — and  others 
who  have  applied  later  have  been  registered — 
you  should  stir  up  about  it,  as  no  name  will  appear 
on  the  first  pubUshed  Register  which  is  not 
approved  at  the  July  meeting  of  the  Council. 
Certainly  a  professional  damage  to  you  if  you  are 
omitted. — Ed.] 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

July  22nd. — Define  {a)  simple  tumour,  (6)  malig- 
nant tumour,  (c)  cyst,  {d)  haematoma,  (e)  abscess. 
Give  examples  of  each. 

July  2gih. — What  are  Vitamines  ?  Why  are 
Vitamines  necessary  ?  What  conditions  are  likely 
to  supervene  when  Vitamines  are  absent  or 
deficient  ? 
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The   Midwife. 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY 
AND  NATIONAL  BABY  WEEK  COUNCIL. 

(SECTIONS    OF    THE    NATIONAL      LEAQLE 

FOR    HEALTH     MATERNITY    AND    CHILD 

WELFARE.) 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  above  Association 
a  Conference  was  held  on  the  three  following  days  : 
July  3rd,  4th  and  5th,  at  Carnegie  House,  117, 
Piccadilly  ;  and  the  Public  Meeting,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  Caxton  Hall. 

It  was  a  well-organised  Conference,  providing, 
according  to  the  usual  custom,  for  visits  to  Insti- 
tutions. Among  those  selected  were  the  follow- 
ing :  St.  Marylebone  School  of  Mothercraft ; 
Kensington  Baby  Clinic  Hospital ;  the  Notting 
Hill  Day  Nursery  ;  the  North  Islington  School  for 
Mothers,  and  Infants'  Wards  ;  the  Lower  Holloway 
or  South  Islington  Day  Nurseries  ;  the  Mothercraft 
Classes  for  School  Girls  at  the  Montem  Street 
L.C.C.  School ;  the  St.  Paul's  Creche  ;  the  Stepney 
School  for  Mothers,  and  Babies'  Nursing  Home; 
the  V.D.  Department  of  the  London  Hospital ; 
St.  Pancras  School  for  Mothers  ;  Margaret  Club 
and  Day  Nursery  ;  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children, 
Great   Ormond   Street ;     &c. 

So  many  and  interesting  were  the  subjects  dealt 
with  at  the  Conference  Sessions  that  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  give  more  than  a  very  brief  notice 
of  them.  When  the  full  report  is  published  later, 
our  readers  will  have  the  opportunity  of  studying 
the  proceedings  in  detail. 

All  those  who  are  interested  in  Public  Health 
activities  are  well  aware  that  there  exists  at 
present  much  overlapping,  which  results  in  con- 
fusion, unnecessary  expense,  and — almost  certainly 
■ — irritability  and  resentment  in  some  degree  on 
the  part  of  workers  and  those  who  come  under 
their  care.  We  were  glad,  therefore,  to  hear 
Dr.  Watkins,  of  Newton-in-Makerfield,  emphasize 
the  importance  of  greater  co-ordination. 

During  the  debate  on  "  What  form  of  care, 
including  medical  attendance,  should  be  provided 
for  children  from  one  to  five  years  of  age,"  a  very 
important  point  was  made  by  the  same  speaker, 
namely,  that  Records  kept  at  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  should  be  passed  on  to  the  School  Medical 
Officers.  Much  difference  of  opinion  was  expressed 
on  the  subject  of  Nursery  Schools.  The  rock  on 
which  the  speakers  split  was  the  "  responsibility 
of  the  mother."  The  male  mind  appears  stiU  to 
be  fettered  with  outworn  traditions  in  this  respect. 
While  frankly  admitting  that  the  mother's  place 
is  the  home,  nevertheless,  home  conditions  of  the 
working-class  mother  are  often,  alas  !  such  that 
the  baby's  place  must  be  sometimes  away  from 
the  home,  and  surely  the  right  adjustment  must  be 
"  home  from  home "    for  the  baby  in  nursery 


schools,  crdches,  baby  homes,  &c.  This  is  not  the 
ideal,  but  until  home  and  housing  conditions 
improve,  it  is  the  nearest  approach  to  it,  and  the 
mother  is  not  deprived  of  her  responsibility  but 
rather  assisted  in  exercising  it.  Arguing  on  these 
lines.  Dr.  Margaret  Hogarth  (Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  London  County  Council) 
stated  that  mothers  could — if  they  so  wished — 
come  to  the  Nursery  School  and  bathe  their  own 
cliildren ;  she  also  pointed  out  that  there  is  a 
great  advance  in  the  appreciation  by  the  mothers 
of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  It  was  interesting 
to  hear  this  speaker  make  a  special  point  of  the 
obvious — but  often  forgotten — fact,  that  parental 
responsibility  rests  with  both  parents,  not  alone 
with   the   mother. 

The  names  of  some  of  the  experts  who  took 
part  in  the  Conference  will  be  probably  known 
to  some  of  the  readers  of  this  journal :  Dr.  R.  A. 
Lyster,  C.M.O.,  Hants;  Dr.  Ralph  Smedley, 
C.M.O.,  West  Sussex ;  Dr.  Eric  Pritchard,  Chair- 
man of  the  National  Baby  Week  Council ;  Miss 
E.  V.  Eckhard,  Tutor,  Ratan  Tata  Department  of 
Social  Science,  University  of  London  ;  Miss  Norah 
March,   Secretary,  National  Baby  Week  Council. 

Dr.  Janet  Lane-Claypon  (Dean  of  the  Household 
and  Social  Science  Department  of  King's  College 
for  Women),  presided  at  the  morning  Session  on 
Tuesday.  Dr.  C.  W.  Saleeby  lectured  on  "  Atmo- 
spheric Pollution  in  Relation  to  Infant  Mortality," 
a  favourite  subject  of  his  ;  the  importance  and 
interest  of  it  needs  no  emphasis.  This  great  and 
important  Conference  was  a  practical  illustration 
of  the  truth  that  aU  thinking  people  acknowledge 
now,  namely,  that  the  Baby  is  the  most  important 
asset  of  the  nation.  B.  K. 

INFANT    FEEDING    IN    THE    LIGHT   OF 
RECENT    RESEARCH. 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  37,  Lombard  Street, 
l^ndon,  E.G.  3,  have  issued  a  very  attractive  book- 
let on  the  above  subject,  which  is  full  of  useful 
and  up-to-date  information. 

The  following  words  of  wisdom  are  from  the 
speech  of  Doctor  H.  L.  Coit,  who  headed  the 
American  Medical  Deputation  to  the  English- 
speaking  Conference  on  Infantile  Mortality  : — 

"It  is  Q  fatal  error  to  exjiect  the  milk  of  a  foreign 
species  to  be  immediately  adapted  to  and  utilised  by 
tho  human  infant ;  the  differences  between  that  of  the 
woman  and  that  of  a  lower  animal  would  indicate,  even 
when-  given  to  the  newly  born  with  normal  functions, 
that  we  must  wait  until  the  delicate  digestive  and 
assimilative  organs  can  make  use  of  the  material  de- 
signed for  a  more  vigorous  animal.". 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  have  made  a  sF>ecial 
study  of  prepared  infant  foods  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  and  the  Allenbury  system,  carried  out  pro- 
gressively through  the  Allenburys'  Milk  Foods, 
Malted  Food,  and  Rusks,  when  human  milk  is 
partly  or  wholly  deficient,  is  the  result. 
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EDITORIAL. 


LITTLE    CUCKOO    FLOWER. 

Satisfactory  Legislation  on  Child  Assault 
Required. 
The  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill  now 
awaits  its  Report  Stag-e  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons; and  how  necessary  leg^islation  is,  to 
further  protect  girls  and  little  children  from 
criminal  assault,  may  be  realised  from,  the  three 
following  cases,  all  reported  in  the  press  on 
one  day. 

1.  At  the  London  Sessions  a  detective, 
giving  evidence  in  the  case  of  a  man  (James 
Brennan),  subsequently  sentenced  to  two  years' 
hard  labour  for  an  offence  against  a  little  girl 
of  six  on  Clapham  Common,  said  that  such 
attacks  on  young  girls  were  prevalent  on  the 
Common.  Brennan  had  been  twice  convicted 
of  assfiult  on  little  children,  and  had  been 
sentenced  to  ten  years'  penal  servitude  for 
attempted  murder  and  houses-breaking  at 
Croydon. 

2.  At  Leeds  Assizes,  Joseph  Rushworth  was 
sentenced  to  three  years'  penal  servitude  for 
a  most  brutal  attack  on  a  girl  of  twelve.  Evi- 
dence was  g'iven  that  the  girl  was  passing 
through  New  Wortley  Cemetery,  and  when 
behind  the  chapel  was  caught  by  the  throat  by 
the  prisoner.  She  next  remembered  finding 
herself  on  the  floor  of  the  chapel  cellar  with  the 
accused  striking  her.  Two  men  heard  her 
moaning,  lifted  the  cellar  grating,  and  found 
the  girl  with  her  hands  tied  together  and  the 
prisoner  kneeling  over  her.  She  was  in  acute 
distress,  and  her  face  streaming  with  blood. 
The  police  evidence  showed  that  in  1920  the 
accused  was  sentenced  to  eighteen  months' 
hard  labour  for  a  serious  offence  against  a 
young  girl,  and  at  that  time  there  was  another 
charge  outstanding  against  hirri  for  a  similar 
offence.  The  police  stated  he  was  a  very  dan- 
gerous man,  and  there  had  been  many  com- 
plaints of  his  molestations  of  young  girls. 

(3)  At  Lewes  Assizes,  Mr.  Justice  Horridge 


sentenced  Jack  Wells  (or  Cody),  who  was  found 
guilty  of  choking  a  child,  aged  eight,  with 
intent  to  assault  her,  to  three  years'  penal 
servitude,  and  fifteen  lashes  of  the  cat.  The 
child's  mother  sent  her  on  an  errand  with  a 
shilling  wrapped  in  paper.  When  in  a  lane, 
the  man  hailed  her  and  said  he  was  going  to 
take  her  home.  He  picked  her  up,  put  his 
handkerchief  in  her  mouth,  and  lifted  her  over 
the  wall  into  the  park.  She  pulled  the  handker- 
chief out  and  screamed.  He  put  it  in  her 
mouth  again  and  pulled  her  along  into  a  copse, 
where  he  took  the  shilling  from  her,  and  when 
she  screamed  again  showed  her  a  razor  and 
threatened  to  cut  her  throat.  As  she  continued 
to  scream,  he  put  his  hand  round  her  throat 
and  squeezed  it  till  she  became  unconscious. 
When  she  recovered  consciousness  he  was 
gone.  He  was  arrested  next  day  and  identified 
by  the  child  from  amongst  a  number  of  other 
men.  Medical  evidence  was  given  to  prove 
that  the  child's  condition  was  consistent  with 
her  stor>-.  Her  lips  and;  face  were  bruised,  the 
soft  palate  scratched,  the  inside  of  the  throat 
inflamed,  and  the  outside  swollen  and  tender. 
The  eyes  were  bloodshot,  the  forehead  bruised. 
The  child  was  now  suffering  from  a  venereal 
comp'laint,  as  the  accused  had  been. 

Such  are  the  terrible  details  as  disclosed  in 
the  judicial  atmosphere  of  the  courts.  But  it 
is  impossible  to  estimate  the  suffering,  the 
physical  and  mental  injury,  the  horror  and 
terror  entailed.  Imagine  an  innocent,  happy 
child  suddenly  engulfed  in  so  horrifying  a 
situation.  Imagine  the  feelings  of  the  parents 
of  a  child  .so  defiled.  The  story  of  "  Little 
Cuckoo-Flower  "  which  appeared  in  this 
Journal,  is  a  concrete  example  of  the  conse- 
quences of  such  a  catastrophe.  If  the  Criminal 
Law  Amendment  Bill  can  do  anything  to  in- 
crease the  punishment  of  such  brutal  crimes,  and 
to  afford  greater  protection  against  them,  then 
ever)'  ounce  of  weight  which  we  can  throw  into 
the  scale  to  ensure  its  passage  into  law  should 
be  placed  there. 
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OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 


DBFINB  (a)  SIMPLE  TUMOUR,  ib)  MALIGNANT  TUMOUR 

(c)     CYST,     (d)      H/EMATOMA,      (e)      ABSCESS.        QIVE 

EXAMPLES    OF   EACH. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  E.  A.  NobJ'ett,  London  Homceo- 
pathic  Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street,  W.C.i. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

A  tumour  is  a  localised  swelling  composed 
of  newly  formed  tissue  which  fulfils  no  physio- 
logical function.  It  increases  in  size  quite 
independently  of  the  growth  of  the  body,  and 
there  is  no  natural  termination  to  its  growth. 

(a)  A  simple  tumour  presents  a  close  struc- 
tural resemblance  to  the  normal  tissues  of  the 
body.  They  grow  slowly,  and  are  usually 
definitely  circumscribed  by  a  fibrous  capsule, 
from  which  they  are  easily  enucleated,  and 
they  do  not  tend  to  recur  after  their  removal. 
In  this  growth  they  merely  push  aside  and 
compress  adjacent  parts,  and  they  present  no 
tendency  to  ulcerate  and  bleed  unless  the  over- 
lying skin  or  mucous  membrane  is  injured, 
there  are  many  varieties  of  tumours;  for  ex- 
ample, fatty,  fibrous,  and  bony  tumours,  warts 
and  fibroid  tumours  of  the  uterus  : — 

(i)  A  lipoma  is  composed  of  fat  resembling 
that  normally  present  in  the  body. 

(2)  An  osteoma  is  composed  of  bony  tissue, 
and  originates  from  the  skeleton. 

(3)  A  chondroma  is  mainly  composed  of 
cartilage. 

(4)  A  fibroma  is  a  tumour  composed  of 
fibrous  connective  tissue. 

(5)  A  myoma  is  composed  of  non-striped 
muscle  fibres. 

(6)  An  adenoma  is  a  tumour  constructed  on 
the  type  of,  and  growing  in  connection  with, 
a  secreting  gland. 

(b)  Malignant  tumours  usually  show  a 
marked  departure  from  the  structure  and 
arrangement  of  the  normal  tissues  of  the  body. 
Although  the  cells  of  which  they  are  composed 
are  derived  from  the  normal  tissue  cells,  in  this 
development  they  tend  to  take  on  a  lower  and 
a  more  vegetative  form.  They  grow  rapidly, 
and  tend  to  infiltrate  their  surroundings  by 
sending  out  prolongations  or  offshoots ;  they 
tend  to  invade  and  destroy  the  overlying  skin 
or  mucous  membrane,  and  thus  give  rise  to 
bleeding  ulcers.  In  course  of  time  they  give 
rise  to  a  condition  of  ill-health,  the  patient 
becoming  pale,  sallow,  feverish,  and  emaci- 
ated, probably  as  a  result  of  chronic  poisoning 
from  the  absorption  of  toxic  products  from  the 
tumour.     Examples  : — 

(i)  The  term  sarcoma  is  applied  to  any  con- 


nective-tissue   tumour    which    exhibits    malig- 
nant characters. 

(2)  Epithelioma,  or  epithelial  cancer,  is  an  ab- 
normal development  of  the  epithelium.  It  is 
prone  to  ulceration,  and  affects  the  lymphatics 
near  it. 

(3)  A  dermoid  is  a  tumour  containing  skin 
or  mucous  membrane,  occurring  in  a  situation 
where  these  tissues  are  not  met  with  under 
normal  comditions. 

(c)  Cysts  are  rounded  sacs,  the  walls  being 
composed  of  fibrous  tissue  lined  by  epithelium  ; 
the  contents  are  fluid  or  semi-solid,  and  vary 
in  character  according  to  the  tissue  in  which 
the  cyst  has  originated.     Examples  : — 

(i)  Parasitic  cysts  are  produced  by  the 
growth  within  the  tissues  of  cyst-forming 
parasites,  the  best  known  being  the  taenia 
echinococcus,  giving  rise  to  the  hydatid  cyst. 

(2)  Retention  cysts  develop  when  the  duct  of 
a  secreting  gland  is  partly  obstructed;  the 
secretion  accumulates,  and  the  gland  and  its 
duct  become  distended  into  a  cyst. 

(d)  A  hematoma  results  from  the  encapsula- 
tion of  extra vasated  blood  in  the  tissues,  from 
haemorrhage  into  a  preformed  cyst,  or  from  the 
saccular  pouching  of  a  varicose  vein. 

(e)  An  abscess  may  be  defined  as  a  cavity 
with  a  definite  wall,  in  which  there  is  a  collec- 
tion of  pus.  Any  tissue  of  the  body  may  be 
the  seat  of  an  acute  abscess,  and  there  are 
many  routes  by  which  the  bacteria  may  gain 
access  to  the  affected  area.  For  example,  an 
abscess  in  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue 
usually  results  from  the  infection  by  organisms 
which  have  entered  through  a  wound  or  abra- 
sion of  the  surface,  or  along  the  ducts  of  the 
skin ;  an  abscess  in  the  breast  from  organisms 
which  have  passed  along  the  milk  ducts,  open- 
ing on  the  nipple,  or  along  the  lymphatics 
which  accompany  these.  An  abscess  in  a 
lymph  gland  is  usually  due  to  infection  passing 
by  way  of  the  lymph  channels  from  the  area 
of  skin  or  mucous  membrane  drained  by  them. 
Abscesses  in  internal  organs,  such  as  the 
kidney,  liver,  or  brain,  usually  result  from 
organisms  carried  in  the  blood-stream  from 
some  focus  of  infection  elsewhere  in  the  body. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  H.  Ballard,  Miss  S.  A. 
Cross,  Miss  M.  Robinson,   Miss  P.  Thomson. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  are  Vitaminesi  Why  are  Vitamines 
necessary?  What  conditions  are  likely  to 
supervene  when  Vitamines  are  absent  or 
deficient  ? 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

The  gatherings  of  Territorial  Nurses  at  the 
Mansion  House  on  Wednesday  evening-, 
July  1 2th,  on  the  invitation  of  the  Lady 
Mayoress,  Chairman  of  the  City  and  County  of 
London  Territorial  Army  Nursing  Service 
Committee,  was  a  very  gay  and  enjoyable 
affair.  The  stately  rooms,  the  brilliant  lights, 
the  cordiality  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Lady 
Mayoress,  the  beautiful  music  of  the  Mar- 
guerite Wortham  Orchestra,  the  happiness  of 
meeting  old  friends,  the  interest  of  the  his- 
torical g'old  plate  displayed,  notably  the  beauti- 
ful sword  presented  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  her  day,  and  handsome  loving- 
oups,  all  combined  to  make  the  evening  one 
to  be  remembered  in  the  annals  of  the  Terri- 
torial Army  Nursing-  Service. 

Among  those  present  were  : — 

Lieut.-General  Sir  Noel  Birch,  Director-General 
Territorial  Army,  and  Lady  Birch ;  Colonel  Sir 
Robert  Sanders,  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
War ;  Lady  and  Miss  Sanders ;  Sir  Herbert 
Greedy,  secretary,  War  Office,  and  Lady  Greedy; 
Miss  Haldane,  vice-chairman.  Territorial  Army 
Nursing  Committee ;  the  Dowager  Lady  Dims- 
dale,  vice-chairman  of  the  City  and  County  of 
London  Territorial  Army  Nursing  Service  Commit- 
tee ;  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  and  Mrs.  H.  L.  Pearse, 
Members  of  the  Committee ;  Captain  Mansbridge, 
secretary,  County  of  London  Territorial  Army 
Association,  and  Mrs.  Mansbridge;  Sir  John  and 
Lady  Bradford,  Sir  D'Arcy  and  Lady  Power,  the 
Dean  of  St.  Paul's  and  Mrs.  Inge,  Lady  Strong, 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Percy  Evans,  Lieut. -Colonel  and 
Mrs.  Bray,  Lieut. -Colonel  and  Mrs.  Lyon,  Dame 
Maud  McCarthy,  R.R.C.,  Matron-in-Chief,  Ter- 
ritorial Army  Nursing  Service ;  Miss  Cox-Davies, 
Miss  Finch,  Miss  Gockrell,  and  Miss  Hogg,  prin- 
0  cipal  matrons  of  the  London  General  Hospitals ; 
and  the  following  hospital  matrons  : — Miss  Mack- 
intosh, St.  Bartholomew's;  Miss  Lloyd  Still,  St. 
Thomas's;  Miss  Montgomery,  Middlesex;  Miss 
Tisdale,  Great  Ormond  Street ;  Miss  Smales,  Vic- 
toria Hospital  for  Children,  Chelsea ;  Miss  Innes, 
General  Infirmary,  Leeds ;  Miss  Baillie,  Royal 
Infirmary,  Bristol ;  Miss  Merriman,  Suffolk  and 
Ipswich  County  Hospital;  and  Miss  Palin, 
Ministry  of  Pensions. 


In  the  course  of  the  evening  Sir  Noel  Birch, 
on  behalf  of  the  Territorial  Nurses  present, 
warmly  thanked  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Lady 
Mayoress  for  their  hospitality,  and,  in  reply, 
the  Lord  Mayor  said  that  it  gave  both  him  and 
the  Lady  Mayoress  great  pleasure  to  see  the 
Territorial  Nurses  at  the  Mansion  House ; 
they  knew  well  what  good  work  many  of  them 
had  done  during  the  war.  He  hoped  they  would 
enjoy  the  evening,  in  meeting  many  of  their 
friends. 


The  Lady  Mayoress  then  added  a  few  words, 
saying  that  she  was  particularly  pleased  to 
welcome  the  Territorial  Nurses  at  the  Mansion 
House.  She  knew  and  worked  with  many  of 
them  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  also 
she  was  herself  ai  member  of  the  Territorial 
Army  Nursing  Service  from  the  start,  but 
when  she  married,  ten  years  ag^o,  she  resigned, 
because  she  knew  that  in  the  event  of  war  she 
would  not  be  able  to  leave  her  husband  to 
take  up  work  at  No.  i  (City  of  London)  General 
Hospital.  During  the  war  she  was  unable  to 
do  any  nursing,  but  devoted  her  time  to 
organising  and  working*  a  War  Hospital  Supply 
Depot  to  help  many  War  Hospitals.  Lady 
Baddeiliey  also  said  how  pleased  she  was  to  see 
the  Territorial  Nurses  there  in  such  good 
numbers. 

Tea,  coffee,  and  other  good  thing's  were 
served  at  small  tables,  as  is  the  happy  fashion 
of  the  Mansion  House:  under  its  present  chate- 
laine, and  one  had  opportunity  to  note  the 
picturesc|ueness  and  neatnesis  of  both  Terri- 
torial and  civil  uniforms.  Dame  Maud 
McCarthy  must  have  been  proud  of  her  flock. 
We  hope  that  one  day  the  uniform  of  the 
Regfistered  Nurse  will  also  be  seen  en  masse, 
and  will  create  as  pleasing  an  impression. 


"  The  Nurse  in  Peace  and  War,"  by  Miss 
E.  S.  Haldane,  LL.D.,  will  be  published  by 
Mr.  John  Murray.  Miss  Haldane,  who  is  a 
sister  of  the  Minister  of  War — Viscount  Hal- 
dane— to  whom  we  owe  the  inauguration  of 
the  Territorial  Army  Nursing  Service,  is  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Committee,  so  has  come  into 
close  touch  with  professional  nurses. 

Miss  Haldane  has  also  been  a  very  active 
member  of  the  Red  Cross  Movement.  We 
hope  professional  and  voluntary  niu'sing-  will 
be  in  no  way  confused,  as  the  Nurses'  Regis^ 
tration  Acts  have  come  into  force  since  the 
Armistice,  and  for  the  future  there  will  be  a 
distinct  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
"  registered  "  and  amateur  military  nurse,  for 
lack  of  which  great  injustice  resulted  in  many 
instances  to  the  former  class  during  the  late 
war. 


Miss  Harriet  Leete  writes  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Nursing:  **  Positive  health  may  be 
defined  as  meaning*  a  body  free  from  any 
handicaps,  physical  or  mental,  with  a  resist- 
ance which  enables  it  to  withstand  environ- 
mental attacks  to  reduce  its  power,  a  vigfour 
which  radiates  strength  and  happiness,  and, 
back  of  it  all,  a  spiritual  tone  which  is  the 
keynote  of  an  inspiring  pyersonality. " 
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IMPERIAL   MILITARY    NURSES' 
MEMORIAL. 


On  Wednesday,  July  12th,  with  all  dignity  and 
circumstance.  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  un- 
veiled in  the  beautiful  chapel  at  Queen  Alexandra's 
Military  Hospital,  Millbank,  a  Memorial  to  those 
women  of  the  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Services 
who  gave  their  lives  to  save  their  country  in  the 
Great  War. 

The  chapel  forms  a  shrine  of  harmonious  beauty, 
and  was  the  noble  gift  (in  1909)  of  Major  Gregson, 
who  died  on  active  service  in  France  in  191 7,  and 
is  dedicated  "  to  the  Glory  of  Almighty  God,  as  a 
Memorial  of  all  who  have  passed  to  their  rest  in 
the  Military  Hospitals  of  London."  Here  are 
placed  memorials  of  those  who  have  passed  away, 
including  one  to  Major  Gregson  himself. 

The  chapel  has  a  concave  roof  supported  by  the 
wall  on  either  side.  It  is  panelled  with  oak  and 
coloured  above  a  warm  cream  colour,  which 
tones  in  admirably  with  the  general  scheme ; 
the  sanctuary  is  lined  with  marble. 

Amongst  the  stained  glass  windows  which  add 
to  the  beauty  of  the  chapel  is  one  to  the  late  King 
Edward  VII,  and  under  this  on  July  12th,  near  the 
chair  occupied  by  Queen  Alexandra,  a  beautiful 
cluster  of  deep  crimson  roses  had  been  placed. 
Resting  against  the  chancel  arch,  and  of  conspicuous 
beauty  and  dignity,  was  one  of  the  latest  treasures 
and  ornaments  of  the  chapel,  a  banner  representing 
the  badge  of  Q. A. I.M.N. S.,  and  bearing  its  motto 
embroidered  in  gold.  Said  one  of  the  Sisters  : 
"  Sister  Todd  cannot  possibly  understand  how 
much  we  appreciate  it,  and  how  proud  we  are  of  it." 

On  her  arrival.  Queen  Alexandra  was  received 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Hospital  by  the  Dowager 
Countess  of  Airlie  (the  President)  and  other 
members  of  the  Nursing  Board  of  Q.A.I.M.N.S., 
the  Matron-in-Chief  (Miss  Beadsmore  Smith), 
the  Matron-in-Chief  of  the  Territorial  Army 
Nursing  Service  (Dame  Maud  McCarthy)  and 
the  Matron  of  the  Hospital  (Miss  Osborn).'  It  was 
a  picturesque  scene,  as  the  entrance  hall  was 
beautifully  decorated  with  fuchsias  and  other 
flowers,  and  in  the  quadrangle  outside  were  a 
number  of  the  patients  in  their  blue  suits.  After 
accepting  a  bouquet  of  beautiful  malmaisons, 
Queen  Alexandra  proceeded  to  the  chapel,  where 
the  north  side  was  filled  with  Matrons  and  Sisters 
of  the  Military  Nursing  Service  in  their  picturesque 
grey  uniform  with  scarlet  capes  and  snowy  caps 
and  many  medals,  and,  on  the  south  side,  a  dis- 
tinguished company,  including  the  Director- 
General,  the  Deputy  Director  -  General,  and 
other  Members  of  the  Army  Medical  Service, 
Matrons  of  Territorial  Hospitals,  and  of  large  civil 
hospitals.  The  little  chapel  was  filled  to  its  utmost 
capacity  when  the  chaplain  recited  the  opening 
sentences  of  the  Burial  Service,  to  which  were 
added  the  words  "  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends." 

The  23rd  Psalm,  beautifully  chanted,  followed, 
and  the  Lesson  from  Wisdom  iii,  beginning  "  The 
Souls  of  the  Righteous  are  in  the  hands  of  God." 


Then  the  Congregation  stood  while  the  Chaplain 
said  : — 

"  Let  us  remember  with  reverent  and  grateful 
thanksgiving  and  with  all  honour  before  God  and  Man. 
those  Women  of  the  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Services  who  gave  their  lives  to  save  their  Country  in 
the  Great  War." 

After  an  impressive  silence  the  Chaplain  slowly 
read  the  names  of  the  Matrons,  Sisters,  and 
Nurses,  commemorated,  including  twenty-two 
who  in  bombed  hospitals,  or  mined,  and  torpedoed 
hospital  ships,  lost  their  lives  as  the  direct  result 
of  enemy  action. 

E.  Andrews,  E.  F.  Astell,  F.  M.  Bates,  K.  Beau- 
foy,  C.  Berrie,  R.  R.  Beresford,  A.  M.  Blacklock, 
E.  Blake,  M.  E.  Blencowe,  N.  Brett,  G.  Brinton, 
S.  L.  Brown,  A.  E.  Buchler,  E.  Butler,  E.  M. 
Cammock,  E.  F.  McCallier,  E.  A.  Challinor,  D.  M. 
Chandler,  M.  Clough,  D.  H.  Cole,  E.  H.  Cole, 
E.  K.  Cooke,  F.  D.  Compton,  V.  C.  Consterdine, 
M.  Croysdale,  I.  Cruickshank,  J.  G.  Dalton,  E. 
Dawes,  E.  M.  Dawson,  B.  Donovan,  M.  E.  Duckers, 
I.  L.  M.  Duncan,  E.  Elliott,  J.  Evans,  F.  M. 
Faithfull,  E.  Fearnley,  A.  Flintoff,  E.  L.  Foyster, 
L.  Gaskell,  A.  E.  C.  Garner,  E.  M.  Gladstone,  A. 
Gledhill,  A.  V.  Goldsmith,  J.  Greatorex,  L.  Griffin, 
J.  L.  Griffiths,  A.  J.  Grover,  E.  G.  Gurney,  F.  M. 
Hall,  M.  Hamilton,  I.  D.  Hannaford,  F.  Hawley, 
N.  Hawley,  C.  E.  Henry,  S.  Hilling,  M.  E.  Hills. 
N.  Hobbes,  E.  M.  Hodgson,  F.  M.  Hook,  F.^S. 
Howard,  G.  C.  Hughes,  W.  H.  Irwin,  B.  I.  Jones, 
G.  E.  Jones,  H.  L.  Jones,  F.  M.  Kemp,  R.  E. 
Kendal,  A.  G.  Kynock,  A.  H.  Lancaster,  H.  Lea, 
M.  Macgill,  E.  McAUister,  G.  M.  Marley,  M. 
Marmion,  F.  Mason,  F.  Miller,  A.  Moreton,  M. 
Murry,  C.  Nicol,  E.  K.  W.  Parker,  P.  A.  Pearce, 
E.  W.  Pepper,  J.  Phillips,  D.  Pilling,  E.  B.  Rad- 
cliffe,  A.  L.  Roberts,  C.  Robinette,  E.  Robinson, 
M.  Rodwell,  A.  M.  Russell,  E.  Saxon,  C.  M.  Sey- 
mour, E.  Simpson,  F.  E.  Smith,  F.  L.  Smithie, 
N.  Spindler,  D.  L.  Stacey,  A.  Stanley,  G.  A. 
Stephenson,  L.  M.  Stevens,  K.  M.  Sturt,  L.  M. 
Swain,  E.  Teggin,  L.  Thomas,  F.  Tindall,  M. 
Townsend,  R.  Trevithan,  T.  Tiillock,  A.  M.  Turton, 
B.  Vinter,  J.  Wakefield,  D.  M.  Watson,  A.  Well- 
ford,  A.  Wheatley,  M.  E.  Wills,  C.  M.  Wilson, 
N.  Willson,  A.  Woodley,  H.  E.  Wright. 

Then  after  further  collects.  Queen  Alexandra 
and  her  suite  passed  down  the  Chapel  to  the 
north-west  corner  where  the  Memorial,  covered 
by  the  Union  Jack,  awaited  unveiling.  Pressing 
an  electric  button,  and  thus  revealing  the  beautiful 
marble  tablet,  on  which  are  cut  deep  the  names 
of  those  members  of  the  Military  Nursing  Services 
who  made  the  great  sacrifice,  the  Badges  of  the 
three  Services  being  reproduced,  raised  and  richly 
coloured  and  gilded,  Her  Majesty  said  : 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  I  unveil  this  Memorial  to  the  Members  of 
the  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Services,  who  gave  their 
lives  in  the  Great  War." 

Immediately  under  the  Memorial  was  a  wreath 
of  laurel  tied  with  the  colours  of  the  Military 
Service,  and  Queen  Alexandra  placed  below  it  her 
own  wreath,  exquisitely  carried  out  in  mauve 
flowers  with  foliage  brown  and  golden.  It  seemed 
to  typify  the  pure  gold  which  illuminates  a  sacrifice 
willingly  offered,  and  makes  it  a  thing  of  beauty. 
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On  the  card  attached  to  the  wreath  Her  Majesty 
had  written  : — 

In  loving  memory  of  all  pur  beloved,  brave, 
and  valiant  nurses  who  gave  their  lives  for 
our    beloved    country.— From      Alexandra. 

The    Dedication. 
The  Dedication  by  Bishop  Taylor  Smith,  C.B., 
C.V.O.,    D.D.,    Chaplain   General   to   the   Forces, 
followed  : — 

'f^  To  the  Glory  of  God,  and  in  sacred  memory  of  those 
who  gave  their  lives  for  King  and  Country  and  a 
righteous  cause,  we  dedicate  this  memorial.  May  all 
who  look  upon  it  realize  the  peace  of  sins  forgiven,  the 
joy  of  faithful  service,  and  the  power  of  the  endless 
Life,  to  which  may  God  vouchsafe  to  bring  us  all  ; 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. — Amen. 

The  Last  Post  and  the  Reveille  were  then 
sounded,  and  after  the  hymn,  "  How  bright  these 
glorious  spirits  shine,"  had  been  sung,  the  Chaplain- 
General  gave  a  short  address,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  said  that  those  whom  they  were  now  com- 
memorating had  known  the  joy  of  faithful  service, 
and  they  represented  what  many  more  had  done 
in  that  dreary  and  awful  Calvary  of  the  war.  The 
names  recorded  would  ever  be  dear  to  the  Empire. 

Her  Majesty  also  unveiled  a  separate  memorial 
to  Miss  Beatrice  Isabel  Jones,  R.R.C.,  First  Matron 
appointed  to  the  hospital,  and  another,  to  members 
of  the  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve  and  one 
V.A.D.  accidentally  drowned  at  Basra  on  January 
15th,  1918,  while  serving  with  the  Mesopotamia 
Expeditionary  Force. 

The  last  hymn  was  that  beginning  : — 
O  vaUant  Hearts  who  to  your  glory  came 
Through  dust  of  conflict,  and  through  battle-flame. 

The  very  beautiful  and  dignified  Service  came 
to  a  close  with  the  National  Anthem. 

The  Congregation  then  dispersed,  to  meet  again 
in  the  Sisters'  Quarters,  where  tea  was  served. 


LONDON'S  NEW    MUNICIPAL    PALACE. 

The  King,  accompanied  by  the  Queen,  opened 
the  London  County  Council's  magnificent  new 
Hall,  on  Monday  last.  In  reply  to  the  Council's 
Address,  His  Majesty  said  the  whole  building 
should  stimulate  the  development  of  the  sense 
of  citizenship. 

The  School  Nurses,  of  whom  there  are  300  on 
the  Council's  staff,  and  whose  work  is  of  vital 
importance  to  the  community,  were  inspected 
by  the  King  as  he  passed  out  through  the  members' 
entrance  court. 
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THERESA'S    BOOK    MARK. 

Let  nothing  disturb  thee. 
Nothing  affright  thee ; 
All  things  are  passing, 
God  never  changeth. 
Patient  endurance 
Attaineth  to  all  things. 
Who  God  possesseth. 
In  nothing  iS  wanting. 
Alone  God  sufficeth. 


THE  NURSING   EXHIBIT  AT  OLYMPIA. 

The  Daily  Express  is  greatly  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  Women's  Exhibition  now  being  held  at 
Olympia  until  the  29th  of  this  month,  for  it  is 
exceedingly  well  arranged  and  attractive,  and 
makes  an  appeal  to  all — the  serious  and  the 
frivolous,  the  bees  and  the  drones. 

The  Flower  Court  is  a  thing  of  beauty — a 
fragrant  and  restful  place — and  its  attractions 
include  mannequin  displays  by  twelve  of  the 
great  creative  dress  houses,  and  the  march  of  the 
mannequins  to  the  setting  of  music  has  evidently 
a  great  fascination  for  visitors  to  the  Exhibition. 
There  are  cooking  demonstrations,  lectures,  and 
competitions,  conferences  and  lectures  ;  a  section 
devoted  to  supplying  information  as  to  the  voca- 
tional training  of  girls ;  and  a  pageant  of  one 
thousand  years  of  dress  arranged  on  behalf  of  the 
Royal  Free  Hospital. 

The  evolution  of  the  woman  doctor  is  shown  in 
an  interesting  and  scientific  exhibit  arranged  by 
Dr.  May  Thorne,  showing  how  the  education  of 
medical  students  is  carried  on  stage  by  stage  at 
the  London  School  of  Medicine  for  Women. 

Nurses  wUl,  of  course,  find  their  way  to  the 
exhibit  arranged  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
and  the  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons,  which 
is  designed  to  show  the  public  something  of  the 
life  and  duties  of  nurses,  both  during  their  training 
and  after  they  are  certificated. 

It  was  our  good  fortune  to  be  conducted  through 
this  exhibit  by  a  courteous  Sister  in  immaculate 
uniform,  wearing  the  badge  of  the  Royal  Free 
Hospital  Nurses'  League.  Courtesy  and  charm  of 
manner  go  far  towards  making  th6  success  of  any 
undertaking,  and  are  "  the  outward  and  visible 
sign  of  an  inward  and  spiritual  grace."  The 
per  contra  is  also  true. 

The  exhibit  is  divided  into  seven  sections  :(i) 
The  theoretical  side  of  a  nurse's  training  ;  (2)  the 
general  ward  section  ;  (3)  the  children's  ward  ; 
(4)  nurses'  training  in  special  departments  ;  (5) 
some  professional  careers  open  to  certificated 
nurses ;  (6)  museum  and  objects  of  nursing 
interest ;    (7)  a  nurse's  life  when  off  duty. 

The  hospital  furniture  and  appliances  in  the 
exhibit  are  supplied  largely  by  the  Medical  Supply 
Association,  167-185,  Grays  Inn  Road,  and  it  goes 
without  saying  therefore  that  they  are  of  the 
best.  We  noticed  a  rest  for  the  support  and  relief 
of  a  heart  case  which  should  be  known  both  in 
hospitals  and  to  private  nurses.  The  method  of 
caring  for  an  infectious  case  is  demonstrated,  and 
there  is  a  small  section  showing  a  room  in  a 
working-class  house  under  the  care  of  a  district 
nurse.  Dolls  in  the  uniforms  of  the  various  nursing 
services  and  hospitals  are  always  attractive  ;  and 
interest  centres  also  round  the  museum,  where  are 
to  be  seen  the  dress  worn  by  Florence  Nightingale 
in  the  Crimea  and  the  despatch  case  she  used  at 
Scutari ;  the  application  form  of  Edith  Cavell 
on  entering  the  service  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board  ;   and  various  medals  awarded  to  nurses. 

A  bed  and  sitting-room  in  a  nurses'  home  show 
that  the  life  of  the  modern  nurse  in  this  respect 
has  fallen  in  pleasant  places. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE    CORPORATION. 


ST.    DUNSTAN'S   HONOURS 
QUEEN'S    GATE. 

God    has    made    His    sun    to    shine 

On  both  you  and  me  ; 
God,    Who   took  away   my   eyes, 

That  my  soul  might  see  ! 

Some  few  weeks  ago  I  expressed  in  this  Journal 
my  appreciation  of  the  "  House  Beautiful  "  at 
Queen's  Gate,  on  my  first  visit  there.  Since  then 
I  have  had  further  glimpses  of  it,  and  my  love  at 
first  sight  has,  if  anything,  increased  in  its  ardour. 
On  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  July  15th,  its  doors 
were  thrown  open  to  a  very  peaceful  invasion, 
absolutely  without  casualties,  by  the  Heroes  of 
St.  Dunstan's,  who  came  up  smiling  and  evidently 
enjoyed  their  entertainment  at  the  hands  of  the 
R.B.N. A.  nurses  and  friends,  as  well  as  contri- 
buting themselves  in  no  small  measure  to  its 
success. 

What  were  one's  impressions  in  such  a  scene  ? 
I  think  the  outstanding  one  was  perhaps  the 
truth  of  the  beautiful  verse  above-quoted.  There 
was  undoubtedly  evidence  that  these  men  had 
obtained  a  power  of  vision  more  than  was  merely 
physical.  While  sympathising  with  Samson's 
grief  in  Milton's  masterpiece,  one  must  admit  that 
the'^strong  man  was  far  behind  these  twentieth 
century  Gentlemen  of  St.  Dunstan's.  They  do 
not  rend  the  air  with  agonising  cries,  bul  set  to 
work  and  thus  prove  that  a  man  may  indeed 
"  see  the  things  he  gave  his  life  to  broken,  And 
stoop  to  build  them  up  with  worn  out  tools." 
What  a  structure  they  are  raising  out  of  their 
stony  griefs  !  What  an  Epic  the  story  of  St. 
Dunstan's  is — one  of  the  greatest  pages  in  the 
future  History  of  England  ! 

Snatches  of  their  casual  chat  showed  how,  with 
the  help  of  their  instructors,  they  are  becoming 
as  interested  and  proficient  in  their  new  "  jobs  " 
as  if  they  had  never  done  anything  else.  Carlyle 
would  have  loved  my  basket-maker  friend,  whose 
zeal  for  his  "  ancient  and  honourable  craft " 
was  worthy  of  Carlyle 's  ideal  hatter  himself,  who 
would  not  rest  until  he  had  made  the  best  hat 
that  could  be  imagined.  My  friend  was,  quite 
justifiably,  proud  that,  on  the  incontrovertible 
evidence  of  the  bakers,  "  the  men  who  really  know," 
St.  Dunstan's  does  turn  out  bread  baskets  that 
"  never  turn  a  single  straw  "  for  all  the  vagaries 
of  an  English  summer. 


They  evidently  also  realise  the  "  All  work  and 
no  Play  "  adage,  for  someone  found  his  way  to 
the  piano,  and  to  the  strains  of  this  Pied  Piper 
dancers,  ranging  from  eighteen  to  eighty  years, 
were  soon  merrily  "  tripping  the  light  fantastic 
toe."  Messrs.  Pitt  and  Clark's  playing  and  singing 
were  greatly  appreciated,  and  the  conjurors, 
Messrs.  Thomas  Eaton  and  Greaves,  proved  that 
even  the  keenest  eyes  are  apt  to  miss  a  good 
deal  that  goes  on  at  quite  short  range  ;  while 
another  friend's  wonderful  but  somewhat  terrify- 
ing methods  of  piano-playing  demonstrated  that 
he  was  heroic  enough  to  "  face  the  music  "*  in 
more  ways  than  one. 

As  a  guest,  I  feel  myself  able  to  say  some  things 
about  the  hostesses  which  their  own  modesty 
forbids  them  to  tell.  I  know  not  who  the  Good 
Fairies  were  who  provided  the  tea,  ices,  cigarettes 
and  such  things,  but  whoever  they  were,  they  had 
that  perfection  of  kindness  which  comes  of  long 
practice.  They  were  the  life  of  the  party,  were 
here,  there  and  everywhere,  and  never  for  one 
moment  in  the  way — the  ideal  hostesses  in  men's 
eyes  wherever  found.  The  cook,  waitresses,  and 
other  people  responsible  for  the  management  of 
things,  did  everything  "  as  good  nurses  do  " — 
further  comment  is  superfluous.  The  "  Club 
Nightingale,"  Miss  Jeanette  Smith,  charmed  our 
brave  music-lovers  by  her  sweet  singing  ;  her  way 
of  combining  deep  feeling  with  that  control 
which  satisfies  teclmique  might  be  imitated  with 
good  results  by  many  famous  concert-singers. 

The  "  Interpreter"  demonstrated  the  "  gentle 
art  of  fortune-telling  "  to  an  eager  crowd,  in  a 
manner  too  harmless  to  offend  even  the  most 
nervous  of  captious  critics  in  these  materialistic 
days.  Her  table  was  thickly  populated  by 
mystery-loving  admirers,  and  was  quite  a  feature 
of  the  entertainment.  Last,  but  not  least, 
"  Billie,"  the  Club  Dog,  behaved  admirably.  As 
though  conscious  of  the  slight  doubt  in  certain 
quarters  as  to  whether  he  would  uphold  the 
traditions  of  the  Club,  he  made  a  special  effort 
•  to  do  so,  and  came  out  with  flying  colours,  demo- 
strating  to  all  who  doubted  it,  that  he  realises 
as  well  as  the  humans  that  "  When  you're  in 
Queen's  Gate  you  must  do  as  Queen's  Gate  does." 

Pixie  H.  Baird. 

*  This  gentleman  played  a  tune  on  the  piano  with 
his  nose  specially  for  the  Secretary's  edification. 
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GIFTS    FOR    THE    PARTY. 

We  are  indebted  for  exceedingly  generous  gifts 
of  choice,  cigarettes  for  the  gentlemen  of  St. 
Dunstan's  from  Miss  Macvitie,  M.R.B.N.A., 
Montague  Price,  Esq.,  D.L.,  and  Ralph  Haslam, 
Esq.  We  are  most  grateful  for  this  kindness,  as 
they  added  so  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  our 
guests  last  Saturday  afternoon.  We  warmly 
thank  again  all  those  members  who  sent  us 
subscriptions   for   the   entertainment. 

ANOTHER  TEA  FOR  ST.  DUNSTAN'S. 

We  have  received  a  request  from  the  domestic 
stafi  at  the  Club  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  give 
an  entertainment  for  the  soldiers  of  St.  Dunstan's 
at  their  own  expense  when  the  holiday  season  is 
over. 

HOMES   FOR  THE  WAIFS  AND  STRAYS. 

We  are  requested  to  convey  very  warm  thanks  to 
the  Members  who  were  kind  enough  to  sell  flags 
on  July  9th  in  Queen's  Gate  in  aid  of  the  Homes 
for  Waifs  and  Strays.  Those  responsible  for  the 
management  of  the  Homes  evidently  appreciate 
very  greatly  the  trouble  which  the  nurses  have 
taken  to  help  the  little  children. 

A   BURNING  QUESTION. 

On  Saturday,  22nd  instant,  at  5  p.m.  we  are  to 
have  a  meeting  in  connection  with  the  Criminal 
Law  Amendment  Bill,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to 
protect  young  girls  from  outrage  and  very  often 
from  moral  and  physical  degradation.  The  subject 
is  one  in  which  the  nurses  might  well  interest  them- 
selves more  than  they  do,  and  they  might  very 
usefully  bring  the  influence  of  their  organisations 
to  help  to  promote  the  prospects  of  the  Bill. 
Anyhow  in  their  experience  they  have  seen  enough 
of  the  seamy  side  of  English  girlhood  to  cause  them 
to  feel  that  they  should  take  some  interest  in  the 
efforts  which  are  being  made  to  try  to  protect 
those  who  are  plunged  into  hell  before  they  have 
developed  sufficient  ego  consciousness  to  be  able 
^  to  exercise  the  faculty  of  choice.  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  wUl  open  the  discussion  by  a  reading  from 
"  Little  Cuckoo  Flower,"  a  story  which  she  has 
written  on  a  very  terrible  theme.  The  Six  Point 
Group  have  also  kindly  promised  to  send  speakers 
and  in  this  connection  we  might  mention  that  first 
on  the  list  of  reforms  which  this  organisation  has 
set  itself  to  achieve  is  satisfactory  legislation  on 
Child  Assault.  We  shall  be  glad  if  the  Members 
wUl  interest  their  friends  in  the  meeting  and 
invite  them  to  attend,  as  the  Bill  now  before 
Parliament  is  meeting  with  very  determined 
opposition,  and  the  time  is  short  for  it  to  pass 
through  the  remaining  stages  and  through  the 
House  of  Lords.  Tea  will  be  served  in  the  dining- 
room  of  the  Club  from  4  to  5  p.m. 

SALE  OF  WORK  FOR  THE  SETTLEMENT 
HOME. 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
Sale  of  Work,  which  we  are  to  have  in  the  autumn, 
will  be  used  to  carry  out  certain  improvements 
on  our  Settlement  Home  and  to  entirely  re-decorate 


the  inside  of  the  house.  Extensive  renovations 
were  carried  out  on  the  outside  of  the  premises 
last  year. 

The  Committee  are  at  present  revising  the 
regulations  for  admission  to  the  Home  and  they 
hope  to  be  able,  at  their  first  Meeting  in  the 
autumn,  to  consider  applications  for  admission. 
The  Home  has  been  closed  down  while  the  repairs 
are  in  progress.  It  is  now  twenty  years  since 
it  was  founded,  and  there  has  rarely  been  an 
empty  room  so  that  it  has  been  of  the  greatest 
value  to  numbers  of  sick  and  aged  members. 
In  order  that  it  may  continue  to  be  so  we  ask  our 
members  to  do  all  they  can  to  interest  their 
friends  in  the  Sale  of  Work,  which  we  are  to  have 
in  November. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Atmosphere  of  a  Happy  Home. 
To  the  Secretary,  R.B.N. A. 

Dear  Miss  Macdonald, — ^What  a  delightful 
tea  party  we  had  on  Saturday,  not  only  to  the 
St.  Dunstan's  men  but  to  all  who  had  the  privilege 
of  being  your  helpers,  and  to  me  especially,  for  my 
twenty-first  birthday  was  on  St.  Swithin's  Day, 
and  although  that  was  many  years  ago,  the  15th  of 
July  is  still  a  birthday  !  And  how  delightful  such 
a  party  was  in  every  way.  One  blind  man  said  to 
me  he  loved  the  nurses'  tea  parties  they  were  so 
jolly  and  sociable. 

To  you,  dear  Miss  Macdonald,  we  owe  much 
gratitude  for  you  have  created  that  most  desirable 
element,  the  atmosphere  of  a  happy  home  life.  Every- 
one who  enters  can  catch  the  keynote  ;  it  is  quite  in 
tune  and  in  evidence  and  so  the  workers  can  rest 
and  go  forth  renewed  with  youth  and  happiness 
to  look  forward  to  their  next  visit  to  the  R.B.N. A. 
Club.  This  is  my  first  visit  since  my  return  from 
South  Africa.     I  hope  it  may  often  be  repeated. 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  C.  Child. 

THINGS  WE   WOULD   LIKE   TO    KNOW. 

Whether  Mr.  Paterson  suffered  no  ill  effects 
after  eating  an  egg  cooked  by  his  approved  method? 

Why  Miss  Macdonald  received  a  summons  to 
appear  at  the  police  court ;  also  why  frequent 
S.O.S.  messages  go  to  Miss  Giffen  to  go  to  the 
Kensington  Police  Station  ? 

The  names  of  two  unknown  philanthropic  ladies 
who  hired  a  taxi  and  brought  BUI  and  Jinny* 
home,  when  they  took  an  evening  stroll  together  to 
Hyde  Park  Corner  ? 

Whether  Miss  Macdonald  made  a  compact  with 
the  fairies  to  keep  the  R.B.N. A.  Club  supplied 
with  flowers  ? 

Does  cook  realise  how  exactly  her  pineapple 
ice  suits  our  digestion  ? 

Isabel  Macdonald, 
Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 

*  Bill  is  the  Club  dog,  "  the  laist  of  a  fine  old  English 
breed  "  ;  Jinny  is  a  mongrel  and  enterprising  kitten, 
who  recently  decided  to  come  into  residence  at  194, 
Queen's  Gate. 
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GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL    FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

DRAFT  SYLLABUS    OF    SUBJECTS    FOR 

EXAMINATION  FOR   THE    CERTIFICATE 

OF    GENERAL    NURSING. 

A  Conference  arranged  between  representatives 
of  training  schools  (both  of  the  larger  and  smaller 
groups  and  of  the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions) , 
convened  under  the  authority  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  was  held 
in  the  Robert  Barnes  Hall,  i,  Wimpole  Street, 
London,  W.,  on  Thursday,  July  13th,  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  Examination  Syllabus 
drawn  up  by  the  Education  and  Examination 
Committee  of  the  Council.  Sir  Wilmot  Herring- 
ham,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P..  presided, 
and  was  supported  on  the  platform  by  members 
of  the  Council.  Invitations  had  been  sent  to  480 
institutions,  and  there  was  an  excellent  response. 
The  Draft  Syllabus  submitted  was  as  follows  : — 

PREFACE    TO   THE    SYLLABUS. 
A  Nurse  presenting  herself  for  examination  may 
be  questioned  on  any  of  the  subjects  contained  in 
this     Schedule,     including     those    on     the     Chart 
attached  to  the  Syllabus  of  Training. 

When  the  examination  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
the    first   examination    will    cover    the   subjects   of 
Elementary  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Hygiene. 
EXAMINATION    SYLLABUS. 
I. — Elementary  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
The  Human  Body. 
General      Yiew. — Cells,     Tissues,      Organs ;      their 
arrangement   and   structure.     The   body   as   a 
whole.     Chief  cavities  and  their  contents. 

The  Skeleton. 

Skull. — Names,  position,  and  brief  description  of 
bones  of  cranium  and  face.  Cranial  bones, 
frontal,  parietal,  temporal,  occipital,  sphenoid,, 
ethmoid.  Bones  of  face,  upper  jaw,  malar, 
lower  jaw.  Forrnation  of  orbit.  Nose. 
Mouth. 

Spinal  Column  and  Thorax — General  character  of 
vertebraj  Varieties  :  cervical,  dorsal,  lumbar, 
sacral,  coccygeal ;  the  column  as  a  whole,  its 
curves,  intervertebral  discs  and  joints.  Ster- 
num, ribs,  and  costal  cartilages. 

Upper  Limb. — Clavicle  and  scapula ;  humerus, 
radius,  ulna,  bones  of  wrist  and  hand'.     Joints. 

Lower  Limb. — The  pelvis;  femur,  patella,  tibia,  and 
fibula  ;  bones  of  ankles  and  foot.     Joints. 

Musci.es  and  Joints. 

Muscles. — Their  general  features ;  voluntary  and 
involuntary ;  differences  in  their  mode  of 
action.  The  position  of  the  chief  muscles  of 
the  body. 

Joints. — Various  forms  of  joints  and  their  mechan- 
ism. Bones.  Cartilages.  Ligaments.  Syno- 
vial membrane. 

Circulation. 
The  Heart. — Position,  size,  and  function.     .Auricles 
and  ventricles.     Valves.     Composition  of  the 
blood  ;  arterial  and  venous.     Coagulation. 


Blood  Yessels. — Arteries,  veins,  and  capillaries ; 
their  structural  differences.  Names  and  posi- 
tion of  the  chief  arteries. 

Circulation  of  the  Blood.— General,  pulmonary,  and 
portal  circulation.  Principal  pressure  points 
in  haemorrhage. 

Digestive  System. 
Alimentary    Canal.— Position,    structure,    and    func- 
tions of  the  mouth,  teeth,  glands,  oesophagus, 
stomach,    intestines.       Processes  of  digestion, 
absorption,  and  assimilation. 

Respiratory  System. 
Lungs. — The  organs  of  respiration  :  the  nasal 
cavity ;  the  larynx ;  the  trachea ;  the  bronchi. 
Structure  of  lungs.  The  pleura  and  dia- 
phragm. Mechanism  and  process  of  respira- 
tion. The  chief  muscles  concerned  in  respira- 
tion. 

Lymphatic  System. 
Lymphatic   vessels.     Glands.     Thoracic  duct. 
Lymph.    The  spleen  and  ductless  glands. 

Excretory  System. 
The  Kidneys. — Structure  and  functions.     Urine. 
The    Skin. — The    epidermis.      The   dermis.      Sweat 
glands.     Hair  and  Nails.     Functions. 

Nervous  System. 
Nervous  System. — Cerebrum.     Cerebellum.     Spinal 
cord.      Organs    of    special    sense    and    spinal 
nerves.     Reflex  action. 

II. — Hygiene. 
Air. — Its   composition  and    impurities.      The    prin- 
ciples of   ventilation   and   their   application   to 
houses  and  hospitals.     Radiation  and  evapora- 
tion. 
Water. — Sources.     Standard  of  purity  for  domestic 
use.     Relation  of  impure  water  to  the  spread 
of  disease. 
Disposal  of  Refuse. — Various  methods  in  use.     Dry 
and  water  systems.     General  arrangement  of 
house  and  hospital  drainage   and  disposal  of 
sewage  on  a  large  scale. 
Personal     Hygiene. — Habits.      Exercise.      Rest    and 
recreation.    Cleanliness.    Clothing.     Parasites. 
Methods  of  Infection. — The  nature  of  infection  ;   its 
sources   and   modes  of  tran.smission.      Insects 
and  other   parasites.      Infection   and  disinfec- 
tion. 
Heating    and    Lighting. — Of    houses    and    hospitals. 
Hygiene  of  the  sick  room. 

III. — Theory  and  Practice  of  Nursing. 
Ethical  aspects.     Hospital  etiquette. 
Ward  work. 

Care  of  linen  and  bedding. 
Care  of  patients. 

Blanket    bathing.      Cleansing   of    mouth,    hair, 
and  teeth. 
Bed  making. 
Care  of  back. 
Bedsores. 

Water  beds  and  cushions. 
Care  of  the  dead. 
Charting. 
Preparation  for  rectal  and  vaginal  examinations. 
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Excreta.     Keeping  of  specimens. 

Artificial  feeding. 

Test  meals. 

Lavage,  and  irrigation  of  rectum,  stomach, 
throat,  nose,  ears,  and  eyes. 

Common  Instruments,  names  and  uses. 

Common  technical  terms. 

Local  applications ;  cold  and  hot. 

Counter  irritation  by  poultices,  mustard  leaves, 
blisters,  cupping,  leeches. 

Aspiration,  Southey's  tubes,  tapping,  &c. 

Micturition.    Catheterisation.    Care  of  cathetiers. 

Bladder  lavage. 

Baths.     Sponging.     Packs.     Hot-air  baths. 

Bandaging.     Splints  and  extension. 

First  aid  in  emergencies.  Haemorrhage.  Fits. 
Faints.     Shock.     Burns. 

lY. — Medical  Nursing. 

Diseases  of  the  Blood  and  Organs  of 

Circulation, 

General  symptoms  of  heart  diseases ;  features  of 
heart  failure.  The  pulse ;  its  rate,  character, 
rhythm.  CEdema,  dropsy,  anasarca,  effusions, 
cyanosis,  fevers,  treatment. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Respiration. 
General  symptoms  of  respiratory  disease  ;  breath- 
ing, various  types.     Cough ;  character,  expectora- 
tion,   pain.      Nursing    of   pneumonia,    bronchitis, 
tuberculosis. 

Diseases  of  Organs  of  Digestion. 
General  symptoms;  appetite,  nausea,  vomiting, 
pain,  character  of  vomit,  state  of  bowels,  character 
of  stools.     Jaundice. 

Diseases  of   Urinary   Organs. 
General  symptoms.     Urine.     Uraemia,  calculus, 
cystitis.     Nursing  of  Bright 's  disease. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. 
General  features.     Loss  of  power  of  movements. 
Sensation.     Bladder.     Convailsions.     Coma.     Nurs- 
ing of  cases  of  paralysis,  chorea,  fits. 

Nursing  of  Nose,  Throat,  Eye,  and  Ear  Cases. 
Special  points  in  the  various  treatments.     Pre- 
paration of  patient.    Appliances  used. 

Constitutional  Diseases, 
Rheumatism     and     joint     affections.        Scurvy, 
rickets.     Diabetes  Mellitus. 

Diseases  of  the  Ductless  Glands. 
Thyroid    gland ;    goitre ;     exophthalmic    goitre ; 
myxoedema.     Suprarenal  glands.     Pituitary  gland. 

Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

Symptoms  of  skin  affection.  General  treatment 
— internal,  external.  Skin  diseases  :  eczema, 
psoriasis,  ringworm,  scabies ;  their  main  features 
and  nursing. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Symptoms  of  enteric,  scarlet,  measles,  small- 
pox, chicken-ipox,  whooping-cough.  Treatment  of 
fevers ;  precautions  against  spread.  Disinfection 
of  patient's  clothes  and  room. 

Materia   Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
Laxatives,   anthelmintics,   expectorants,  emetics. 


gastric  tonics,  sedatives,  cardiac  drugs,  anti- 
pyretics, diuretics,  diaphoretics,  hypnotics,  nar- 
cotics, anaesthetics,  nerve  stimulants.  Weights 
and  measures.  Poisons.  Hypodermic  injections. 
Value  of  the  cubic-centimetre,  the  litre,  the 
gramme. 

Diet  of  Patients, 

Value  of  milk,  butter,  cheese,  eggs,  fish,  meat, 
vegetables  and  fruits,   farinaceous   foods,   alcohol, 
beverages,   condiments.     Proprietary  preparations, 
their  value  and  dangers.      Infant  feeding.     Diets 
in    special    cases    of    disease.       Bright 's    disease. 
Affections  of   the   stomach   and   heart.      Diabetes. 
Methods   of    cooking ;    sick-room    cooking ;    beef- 
tea,  soup,  jelly,  barley  water,  egg  dishes. 
y. — Surgical  Nursing. 
Inflammation. 
Hemorrhage. 

Haemorrhage,  arterial,  venous,  capillary.  Effects 
of  haemorrhage.  Arrest  of  haemorrhage.  Artificial 
arrest  of  haemorrhage. 

Burns  and  Ulcers. 
Burns  and  scalds.     Ulcers,  bed-sores. 

Bacteriology. 

The  nature,  distribution,  and  properties  of  bac- 
teria, with  special  reference  to  the  part  they  play 
as  the  causes  of  fermentation,  putrefaction,  and 
infection.  Methods  of  cultivating  and  destroying 
bacteria  outside  the  body.  Infections.  Modes  of 
dissemination ;  their  spread  in  the  body  and  the 
effect  they  produce  (toxaemia  and  fever,  local 
lesions,  e.g.,  abscess).  General  and  specific  im- 
munity of  the  body  to  infection.  Anti-sera  and 
vaccines. 

Asepsis. 

General  principles.  Sterilisation  by  heat,  by 
antiseptics.     Surgical  cleanliness. 

Operating  Theatre. 
Preparation   of  patient.      Preparation  of  opera- 
tion    area.       Lighting.       Heating.       Ventilation. 
Equipment.     Anaesthesia. 

Common  Surgical  Diseases. 

Operations,  after-treatment ;  complications  dur- 
ing and  after  treatment. 

Acute  peritonitis;  appendicitis;  ulcers  of  stomach 
and  duodenum ;  intestinal  obstruction ;  empyema 
of  thorax ;  acute  mastoiditis  ;  hernia ;  strangulated 
hernia  ;  haemorrhoids  ;  diseases  of  the  gall  bladder ; 
diseases  of  the  urinary  organs ;  tongue. 

Tracheotomy.     Tonsillectomy. 

Removal  of  septum.  Removal  of  cataract. 
Surgical  Tuberculosis. 

Tumours.     Fractures.     Dislocations. 

Venereal  Diseases. 
Nursing  and  treatment  of  cases. 
YI . — Gynecology. 

Structure  and  functions  of  the  ovaries.  Fallo- 
pian tubes,  uterus,  vagina.  Disorders  of  menstru- 
ation and  menopause.     Vaginal  discharges. 

Preparation  of  patients  for  examination.  Douche. 
Tampons.     Catheterisation. 

Nursing  after  major  and  minor  operations. 
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THE    CONFERENCE. 

In  opening  the  Conference  the  Chairman 
mentioned  that  the  Syllabus  was  a  Draft  only, 
and  had  not  been  submitted  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  as  it  was  considered  preferable 
for  it  to  be  considered  by  the  Council  together 
with  any  criticisms  made  by  the  Conference. 

The  Chairman  said  that  some  suggestions  had 
been  sent  in  which  were  in  the  nature  of  Amend- 
ments, and  he  would  submit  these  in  the  proper 
place.  He  ruled  out  of  order  a  protest  from 
a  member  of  the  audience  as  to  the  drastic  nature 
of  the  Syllabus  of  Training. 

The  Preface. 

The  Chairman  pointed  out  that  the  Preface  was 
divided  into  two  Clauses  : — 

1.  A  Nurse  presenting  herself  for  Examination  may 
be  questioned  on  any  of  the  subjects  contained  in  the 
Schedule,  including  those  on  the  Chart  attached  to 
the    Syllabus    of    Training. 

2.  When  the  examination  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
the  first  examination  will  cover  the  subjects  of  Elemen- 
tary  Anatomy,    Physiology,    and   Hygiene. 

A  One  Portal  Examination. 

The  first  amendment  was  moved  by  Dr. 
WoLSELEY  Lewis  (Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Kent  County  Mental  Hospital),  viz.,  that  the 
examination  be  divided  into  two  parts  ;  the  first 
examination,  covering  the  subjects  of  Elementary 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Hygiene,  to  be  the 
preliminary  examination  for  admission  to  the 
Register  or  any  Supplementary  Register.  Train- 
ing for  this  examination  may  be  taken  at  any 
hospital  (general,  mental,  fever,  or  children's) 
certified  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  as  afford- 
ing proper  facilities.  The  speaker  said  the  object 
of  his  proposal  was  that  there  should  be  a  one 
portal  system,  and  this  represented  the  minimum 
knowledge  which  any  nurse  in  any  branch  must 
possess.  It  would  have  the  desirable  effect  of 
breaking  down  the  barriers  between  one  branch  of 
nursing  and  another,  and  would  tend  to  carry  out 
the  main  object  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act. 

Dr.  Wolesley  Lewis  said  that  he  was  more 
particularly  concerned  with  the  Mental  Nurse, 
about  whom  there  was  much  misconception,  and 
she  might  be  regarded  as  the  Cinderella  of  the 
profession,  although  her  work  was  most  respon- 
sible. Though  he  was  present  for  the  weaker 
sister,  he  asked  for  justice,  for  opportunity,  so 
that  she  might  realize  her  ideals,  might  submit 
herself  to  the  same  preliminary  examination  as 
other  nurses.  He  was  particularly  anxious  that 
the  General  Nursing  Council  should  not  shut  the 
door  of  opportunity  in  the  face  of  the  Mental 
Nurse. 

This  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Napier  Pearn 
(Carse   Hill  Mental  Hospital,    Coulsdon). 

Mr.  H.  J.  Nash,  who  desired  to  say  something 
on  the  subject  of  fever  nursing,  was  invited  by 
the  Chairman  to  write  a  letter  which  could  be 
placed  before  the  General  Nursing  Council  at  its 
meeting  next  week. 

Mr.    Parsons    supported    the    proposal   for    a 


preliminary  examination.  Many  nurses  at  the 
present  day  could  not  pass  the  fifth  standard. 
If  they  were  unable  to  pass  the  first  examination 
there  would  be  no  use  in  keeping  them  to  the  end 
of  the  three  years'  training. 

Dr.  Candl%r  (Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital), 
supported  the  amendment. 

Miss  Lloyd-Still  (Chairman  of  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee)  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  this  preliminary  examination  in  its 
mind,  but  considered  it  should  be  reserved  for 
the  future.  It  thought  it  better  not  to  force  it 
for  the  moment,  but  it  was  its  earnest  wish  to 
have  it.  In  reference  to  the  Syllabus  of  Training, 
Miss  Lloyd-Still  said  that  it  was  intended  for  the 
first  year  that  instruction  in  connection  with  it 
should  be  given  by  a  Sister-Tutor  in  terms  which 
the  probationer  could  grasp. 

A  representative  from  the  North  Middlesex 
Hospital,  Edmonton,  said  he  rather  wondered 
what  sort  of  nurses  those  places  must  have  which 
had  been  described  by  a  former  speaker.  He  did 
not  know  what  the  voluntary  hospitals  were  like, 
but  he  did  know  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
Syllabus  to  which  the  Poor-Law  Hospitals  need 
take  exception.  It  surprised  him  that  men  were 
there  to  say  that  their  nurses  could  not  pass  the 
fifth  and  sixth  standards.  One  of  their  nurses  at 
Edmonton  had  just  gained  the  Diploma  in  Nursing 
given  by  the  Leeds  University. 

The  Rev.  — .  Barnes  (Poor-Law  Unions  Associa- 
tion) said  the  Syllabus  contained  nothing  that 
Poor-Law  Institutions  had  not  been  teaching  for 
a  long  time.  If  nurses  did  not  know  these  things 
then  they  ought  to  be  taught  them. 

Miss  Lloyd-Still,  in  reply  to  a  question  con- 
cerning the  recognition  of  hospitals  of  50  to  100 
beds  as  training  schools  said  that  when  the  affilia- 
tion of  schools  was  inaugurated  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  at  all. 

Miss  E.  M.  MussoN  (Matron,  General  Hospital, 
Birmingham)  said  that  to  divide  the  examination 
into  two  parts  now  would  delay  candidates  being 
sent  up,  as  hospitals  had  been  teaching  their 
probationers  on  the  Syllabus,  on  the  understanding 
that  there  would  be  a  final  examination  only. 

A  question  was  asked  as  to  how  long  a  time  must 
elapse  if  a  nurse  were  rejected  before  she  could 
sit  for  the  examination  again. 

The  Chairman  said  that  question  had  not  been 
settled. 

Miss  PoTE  Hunt  (Matron,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  Rochester)  asked  whether,  if  an  examina- 
tion were  taken  during  training  the  probationer 
could  take  it  at  the  hospital,  or  whether  she  would 
have  to  attend  at  a  centre. 

The  Chairman  said  many  centres  would  have 
to  be  arranged. 

Miss  Lloyd-Still  also  said  the  candidate  would 
have  to  attend  at  the  nearest  centre  to  take  the 
first  part  of  the  examination,  but  for  the  moment 
there  would  only  be  one  examination. 

Miss  Cox-Da  VIES  said  that  the  last  speaker 
had  touched  on  the  exact  point.  The  hospitals 
were  filled  with  sick  people  who  had  to  be  nursed. 
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Until  the  machinery  had  been  started,  oiled,  and 
was  going  properly  it  appeared  to  the  Council 
that  one  examination,  taken  at  the  end  of  the 
training,  was  the  only  possible  course  to  adopt, 
but,  in  the  minds  of  every  member  of  the  Council 
or,  at  anyrate,  of  every  nurse  member,  there 
must  be  a  preliminary  examination  in  the  future. 

Miss  Steele  Innes  (Matron  of  the  Leeds 
General  Hospital)  having  spoken,  a  question  was 
asked  as  to  how  many  centres  it  was  proposed  to 
have.  The  speaker  said  that  about  2,000  nurses 
were  annually  certificated  under  the  Poor  Law. 

The  Chairman  said  that  fourteen  centres  had 
been  decided  upon  at  present,  a  few  more  than 
those  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

Miss  Hare  (Matron,  North  Brierley)  thought 
that  following  the  lines  of  the  Syllabus  it  would 
be  very  beneficial  to  take  the  Anatomy  and 
Physiology  first.  She  also  inquired  whether,  if 
a  candidate  failed  in  the  final  examination  and 
had  her  hospital  certificate,  it  would  be  essential 
for  her  to  go  up  again  for  the  State  Examination  ? 

After  full  discussion,  the  conference  voted  in 
favour  of  the  amendment  to  the  second  part  of 
the  Preface,  to  provide  that  the  examination 
should  be  divided  into  two  parts. 

The  Chairman  then  said  that  the  second 
amendment  sent  to  him  dealt  with  the  acute 
difference  of  standards  in  the  various  training 
schools,  but  it  did  not  deal  with  the  Syllabus  of 
the  subjects  for  examination,  and  could  not, 
therefore,  be  now  discussed. 

Standard  to  be  Indicated  in  Preface. 

It  was  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Candler  that  the 
question  of  any  Syllabus  must  depend  on  the 
standard  expected.  It  would  be  easier  if  in  the 
preface  some  general  standard  were  defined  for 
guidance  in  detail.  He  moved  "  that  the  standard 
to  be  reached  be  indicated  in  the  Preface,"  and 
that  the  General  Nursing  Council  outline,  as  far 
as  possible,  what  standard  is  to  be  expected. 
This  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Brander,  who  remarked 
that  the  Syllabus  might  mean  anything. 
•  Mr.  Tom  Percival  (Clerk  to  the  Tynemouth 

Guardians)  said  that,  with  respect,  the  opinion 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales  as  to  the  standard  attainable  by  nurses 
was  based  on  that  which  was  possible  in  the  best 
London  and  Provincial  hospitals  which  have 
admirable  material  for  training,  but  in  many 
institutions  the  standard  of  general  knowledge  of 
probationers  was  that  of  the  sixth  standard. 

Dr.  Lancaster  (Swansea)  said  that  he  had 
examined  nurses  for  twenty-five  years,  and  he 
would  engage  to  set  an  examination  on  the 
Syllabus  that  not  a  matron  could  pass.  The 
Council  seemed  to  have  forgotten  the  motto, 
"  Ars  longa,  vita  brevis."  (Laughter.)  The  re- 
quirement of  a  knowledge  of  the  "  disposal  of 
sewage  on  a  large  scale  "  came  in  for  some  criticism 
in  connection  with  the  opinion  that  the  general 
standard  of  education  of  probationers  was  lower 
than  it  was  thirty  years  ago,  and  that  in  the 
provinces  this  was  represented  by  the  level  attained 
in  the  higher  elementary  schools. 


The  Chairman  remarked,  in  regard  to  the 
expediency  of  including  a  knowledge  of  the  dis- 
posal of  sewage,  that  he  had  had  a  nurse  in  his  own 
house  who  had  stopped  up  his  drains.     (Laughter.) 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  emphasised  the  fact  that  the 
examination  Syllabus  was  not  put  in  the  hands  of 
the  nurse  but  of  the  teacher.  The  pupils  would 
not  have  lectures  given  till  they  were  in  the 
advanced  stage,  and  had  behind  them  the  know- 
ledge gained  in  the  first  year,  which  would  be 
imparted  by  the  Sister-Tutor  in  kindergarten 
language.  Recently  sixty  Sister-Tutors  from 
various  institutions  had  met  in  conference,  and 
every  one  of  them  knew  that  the  Syllabus  could 
be  carried  out.  We  in  England  ought  not  to  be 
contented  with  a  lower  standard  than  that  of  any 
other  country. 

Mr.  Ross  (Bedford  County  Hospital)  said  that 
the  educational  standard  of  probationers  had 
very  much  degenerated  of  recent  years.  Before 
the  war  they  had  as  applicants  nurses  trained  at 
the  Bedford  High  School.  Now  these  girls  went 
to  Government  offices  to  smoke  cigarettes  and 
drink  tea,  and  the  Hospital  got  probationers  with 
less  education. 

Rev.  P.  S.  G.  Propert,  M.A.,  President  of  the 
Poor  Law  Unions  Association,  said  that  of  the 
17,800  beds  for  the  sick  in  this  country  the 
Poor  Law  Unions  administered  more  than  half. 
The  Guardians  did  not  represent  the  official  side 
orfly,  but  were  the  equivalent  of  the  Governors  of 
the  voluntary  hospitals.  They  had  no  objection 
to  the  Syllabus  of  Examination,  but  were  alarmed 
at  the  Syllabus  of  Training. 

At  the  Conference  which  representatives  of  the 
Poor  Law  Unions  Association  had  with  the 
General  Nursing  Council  on  July  14th,  1921,  they 
asked  that  the  Metric  System  might  be  omitted 
from  the  Syllabus  of  Training,  and  that  the  first 
compulsory  examination  might  be  deferred  until 
July  1925. 

The  Council  had  now  issued  a  Syllabus  of 
Examination.  What  was  the  use  of  issuing  also 
a  Syllabus  of  Training  ? 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  Amendment  was 
"  That  the  standard  to  be  reached  be  indicated 
in  the  Preface." 

This  was  approved. 

Date  of  First  Compulsory  Examination. 

The  Chairman  said  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  have  the  first  examination  before  1925. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  date 
1924  was  incorporated  in  the  Rules  which  had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and 
Parliament.  They  must  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  the  Syllabus  of  Training  was  issued 
by  the  Council  without  the  previous  approval  of  the 
Minister,  in  192 1,  and  that  a  large  number  of  insti- 
tutions had  accepted  it.  Those  institutions  had 
engaged  probationers  on  the  understanding  that 
they  would  be  prepared  for  the  State  Examination 
in  1924.  What  was  the  position  of  those  nurses, 
what  was  going  to  happen  to  them  ?  Were  they 
to  be  required  to  give  a  fourth  year's  labour  ? 
The  solution  was  to  hold  an  optional  Examination 
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in  1924,  unless  Training  Schools  were  to  be  placed 
in  the  position  of  having  made  a  contract  which 
they  were  unable  to  fulfil.  The  Government  had 
held  up  the  Syllabus  for  so  long  that  the  Council 
owed  some  consideration  to  those  nurses  who 
entered  for  training  in  192 1  on  the  understanding 
that  they  would  be  able  to  go  up  for  the  State 
Examination  in  Nursing  in  1924.  If  a  com- 
pulsory examination  could  not  be  held  in  that  year 
then  an  optional  one  should  be  held. 

Miss  Pote  Hunt  (Rochester),  Miss  Musson 
(Birmingham),  and  Miss  M.  Steele  (York)  sup- 
ported Mrs.  Fenwick's  proposal  for  an  optional 
examination  in  1924. 

Mr.  Tom  Percival  moved  that  the  first  com- 
pulsory examination  should  not  be  held  till  1925. 

Rev.  p.  S.  G.  Propert  seconded. 

When  put  to  the  vote  Mr.  Tom  Percival' s 
resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  evident,  as  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  had  pointed  out,  that  some 
steps  would  have  to  be  taken  to  hold  an  optional 
examination  in  1924.  The  Council  would  en- 
deavour to  arrange  it  for  the.  convenience  of  the 
nurses,  and  to  keep  faith  with  them. 

Elementary  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

The  Examination  Syllabus  was  then  considered 
seriatim. 

Under  the  heading,  "  Excretory  System," 
exception  was  taken  to  including  the  structure  of 
the  kidney.  Were  nurses  to  be  required  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  structure  of  the  kidney  as 
seen  through  the  microscope  ? 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  was  of  opinion  that  the 
microscope  should  be  used  in  teaching  pupils  the 
structure  of  the  kidneys. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  that  several  well-known 
text-books  for  nurses  explained  it.  Elementary 
text-books  did  go  into  the  microscopic  structure. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  a  number  of  hospitals 
training  for  the  examination  of  the  Fever  Nurses' 
Association  nurses,  were  so  taught.  Only  one 
hospital  objected,  and  it  was  because  of  bad 
training  on  the  part  of  that  hospital. 

On  this  point  being  put  to  the  meeting  it 
approved  of  retaining  the  word  "  structure." 

Dr.  Voelcker  (Middlesex  Hospital)  thought 
that  there  were  certain  omissions  in  the  Syllabus 
and  other  little  details  which  could  not  be  dealt 
with  in  a  meeting  like  the  present  one.  He 
accepted  the  spirit  of  it,  but  would  be  sorry  if  it 
were  brought  out  exactly  in  its  present  form. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  said  that  in  bringing  out 
the  Syllabus  of  Examination,  the  Education 
Committee  had  endeavoured  to  make  it  simple. 
If  Dr.  Voelcker  would  put  his  suggestions  in 
writing  they  would  receive  consideration. 

The  Chairman  said  the  Committee  wanted  to 
understand  what  Dr.  Voelcker  wanted  included 
in  connection  with  the  kidneys.  He  gathered 
that  it  was  the  position,  structure,  urinary  passages 
and  bladder. 

Dr.  Bruce  (Southwark  Infirmary)  presumed 
that  the  Syllabus  was  a  skeleton  only. 


In  connection  with  the  sub-heading,  "  The 
Skin,"  Dr.  Voelcker  pointed  out  that  the  func- 
tions of  the  skin  were  not  only  excretory.  He 
moved  the  insertion  of  a  new  heading,  "  Cutaneous 
System  "  ;  in  this  separate  section  should  be 
included  the  structure  and  function  of  the  skin 
and  glands.  This  amendment  was  seconded,  but 
on  being  put  to  the  meeting  was  lost. 

Dr.  Brander  (Hackney  Infirmary)  said  that 
those  responsible  for  the  education  of  nurses  were 
always  up  against  the  difficulty  that  in  training 
they  had  to  meet  the  demands  of  modern  medicine 
and  surgery,  while  many  of  those  presenting 
themselves  for  training  were  not  highly  educated. 
tie  congratulated  the  Education  Committee,  which 
had  taken  this  fact  into  consideration.  It  lay 
with  the  examiners  to  determine  how  much 
candidates  should  be  expected  to  know. 

Hygiene. 

Under  the  heading,  "  Hygiene,"  Dr.  Marsden 
criticised  some  of  the  points  included. 

Miss  Musson  moved  that  the  "  Disposal  of 
Sewage  on  a  Large  Scale  "  should  be  omitted,  and 
this  was  carried. 

A  motion  that  "  Elementary  Hygiene  in  the 
Tropics  "  should  be  included  in  the  Syllabus  was 
lost. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Nursing. 

Dr.   Candler  thought  the    method   of  giving 
intravenous    injections    should    be  included,   and 
took  exception  to  the  phrase,  "  Counter  irritation 
.     by  leeches." 

In  connection  with  a  suggestion  for  the  inclusion 
of  massage  in  the  Syllabus,  Miss  Lloyd  Still 
pointed  out  that  provision  was  made  in  the 
Syllabus  of  Training  for  reference  to  it  in  a  general 
way,  as  were  experience  in  the  nursing  of  children 
mentioned  by  Miss  Luard  as  necessary,  and 
First  Aid  in  Poisoning,  referred  to  by  another 
speaker. 

Under  the  heading  of  "  First  Aid  in  Emer- 
gencies," Dr.  Voelcker  proposed  that  Asphyxia 
should  be  included,  and  this  was  agreed. 

Medical  Nursing. 

Under  the  heading,  "  Diseases  of  the  Blood 
and  Organs  of  Circulation,"  Miss  Musson  enquired 
what  it  was  intended  should  be  understood  by 
the  word    "  fevers  "  ;    did  it  mean  pyrexia  ? 

Dr.  Voelcker  pointed  out  that  under  this 
heading  no  diseases  of  the  blood  were  mentioned. 
He  suggested  that  anaemias  and  lulcaemias  should 
be  inserted.  This  was  seconded,  but,  on  being 
put  to  the  meeting,  was  lost.  The  deletion  of  the 
word  "  treatment,"  the  last  under  this  heading, 
was  approved.  Under  the  heading,  "  Diseases  of 
the  Urinary  Organs,"  Miss  Musson  suggested  the 
omission  of  the  word  "  fits." 

There  was,  she  also  pointed  out,  no  mention  of 
functional  nervous  diseases  which  nurses,  especially 
private  nurses,  were  very  much  up  against. 
She  also  pointed  out  that  diseases  of  the  eye  and 
ear  were  not  specially  medical,  and  ultimately  it 
was  agreed  to  include  these  in  the  Section  of 
Surgical  Nursing. 
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"Trying  Cases 

Difficult  patients  and 
dangerous  cases  throw  a 
great  strain  on  the  Nurse, 
Bovril  is  the  best  of  all 
restoratives. 

It  is  so  easy  to  make 
a  cup  at  any  hour. 


The  Ideal  All-Weather  Foocl-Drink 

Hade  in  England    

Horiick's  Malted  Milk  w  meat  aad  drink  in  OMk 
becauao  it  containa  all  neccMary  autritive  eleaieate 
in  the  correct  propertioni  demanded  by  Nature  to 
•upport  life  and  maintain  health-  Cempoaed  of  the 
extracts  of  selected  malted  barley  and  wheat  flour, 
combined  with  pure.  Pasteurised  cow's  milk,  it  is 
perfectly  digrestible  and  rapidly  assimilated,  while 
Vitamines,  those  grrowth-promotinK  essentials,  are 
supplied  by  both  the  milk  and  the  rrain. 

Raady  in  a  momeat  hj  atlrriag  briskly  in  watar. 


To  secure  the  original,  specify 
"Horiick's"  when  prescribing. 


SantfU%  will  he  forwarded  free  and    fo$tage    frttaid    to 
Members  of  the  Nursing  Profession  on  application  to 


HORLICK'S  MALTED  MILK  10.,  SLOUBH,  BUCKS.,  ENG.  x 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXIXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


The  ROYAL  BRITISH  NURSES'  CLUB 


COUPON. 


Nai 


Address. 


Date 


Recommended  by 


(This  line  need  only  be  filled  in  when 
the  nurse  has  been  recommended  to 
applv  for  particulars  by  a  Member  of 
the  R.B.N.A.). 


THE     MORNING     RUOM 

Nurses  who  desire  to  have  full  particulars  of  this  beautiful  Club  should  fill  in  the  accompanying 
Coupon  and  forward  it  to  :  — 

THE   SECRETARY,   194.  Queen's  Gate,  London,  S.W.7 
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Miss  Lloyd  Still  said  that  the  subject-matter 
would   be   readjusted. 

Under  the  heading  of  "  Diseases  of  the  Ductless 
Glands,"  it  was  pointed  out  that  there  were  other 
ductless   glands  besides  those  mentioned. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  words  "  goitre  ;  ex- 
ophthalmic goitre,"   should  be  placed  in  brackets. 

Under  the  heading,  "  Diseases  of  the  Skin," 
the  deletion  of  the  words  "  treatment,  internal," 
was  approved,  and  "  Treatment  general  and 
local  "     substituted. 

Under  the  heading,  "  Infectious  Diseases," 
Dr.  Horsburgh  (Ryde)  suggested  the  inclusion  of 
Mumps  and  Tetanus. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Miss  MussoN,  the  inclusion 
of  diphtheria  was  approved  and  also,  in  the 
sentence,  "  Disinfection  of  patient's  clothes  and 
room,"  the  deletion  of  the  word  "  patient's," 
Miss  Musson  pointing  out  that  the  nurse's  clothes 
as  well  as  the  patient's  needed  disinfection. 

Under  "  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics/' 
in  connection  with  Dr.  Voelcker's  proposal  that 
there  should  be  a  definite  schedule  of  drugs  and 
doses,  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  "  nurses 
shouldn't  have  to  know  doses." 

Miss  Constance  Todd  (Matron  of  St.  James' 
Infirmary,  Balham)  considered  it  most  important 
that  nurses  should  know  what  are  poisonous 
doses. 

Mr.  Ross  (Bedford  County  Hospital),  mentioned 
the  question  of  anti-streptococcic  serums. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  said  this  came  under  Bacteri- 
ology. 

Under  the  "  Diet  of  Patients,"  Miss  Musson 
raised  the  question  of  the  inclusion  of  the  Com- 
position of  Food.  Some  clause,  such  as  "  Chemi- 
cal Constituents  of  food,  and  value  of  articles  of 
food,    such    as  .  .  .  "     might    be    included. 

It  was  a  question  whether  this  would  not  be 
better  included  under  "  The  Digestive  System  " 
on  page  5. 

Miss  Fountain  (Sister-Tutor  at  Lambeth 
Infirmary)  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better 
to  include  it  under  the  Digestive  System. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  said  that  once  again  she 
deprecated  the  extension  of  the  Syllabus,  she 
considered  there  was  quite  enough  for  nurses  to 
learn  ia  the  Syllabus  as  at  present  defined. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  supported  Miss 
Musson's  admirable  amendments. 

Eventually  the  inclusion  in  the  Syllabus  of  the 
Chemical  Constituents  of  Food  was  carried  by  a 
very  large  majority. 

Surgical  Nursing. 

Under  the  heading  of  "  Haemorrhage  "  it  was 
agreed  to  omit  the  words  "  Artificial  Arrest  of 
Haemorrhage,"  and  to  add  after  "  Arrest  of 
Haemorrhage  "  the  words  primary  and  secondary. 

It  was  agreed  to  add  "  Haemophilia." 

Under  "  Common  Surgical  Diseases,"  Dr. 
Masterman  (CamberweU  Infirmary)  proposed  to 
include  Concussion  and  Compression. 

It  was  agreed  to  insert  "  Injuries  to  Head,  and 
Injuries  to  Organs." 


Dr.  Voelcker  proposed  to  add  Cellulitis. 
He  also  pointed  out  that  "  Tonsillectomy  "  could 
not  be  considered  a  surgical  disease. 

Removal  of  Septum  was  altered  to  Resection 
of  Septum. 

Dr.  Voelcker  enquired  whether  there  would 
be  any  opportunity  of  seeing  the  revised  Syllabus. 

The  Chairman  answered  in  the  negative. 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  summon  so  large 
a  Conference  again.  The  General  Nursing  Council 
would  do  its  best  to  fall  in  with  the  wishes  expressed 
by  the  meeting. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated  with  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  Chairman. 

The  Chairman,  in  acknowledging  it,  expressed 
satisfaction  that  the  Council  had  had  the  advan- 
tage of  hearing  what  was  to  be  said  on  the 
Examination  Syllabus. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

Isolation  Hospital.  East  Ham.  E.6 — Miss  K.  Boyes 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
City  Fever  Hospital,  Liverpool,  and  the  General 
Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  and  has  been  Matron  at  the 
Stone  Isolation  Hospital,  Staffordshire,  the  Keynsham 
Isolation  Hospital,  near  Bristol,  and  the  Borough 
Isolation  Hospital  and  Sanatorium,  Burton-on-Trent. 

Glasgow  Eye  Infirmary. — Miss  E.  F.  F.  Riach  has 
been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  and  was  for  some  years  fa 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society, 
London.  She  has  recently  worked  at  the  Cottage 
Hospital,  Forres.  Miss  Riach  holds  the  Certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  She  did  military 
nursing  during  the  war. 

NIGHT   SISTER. 

Children's  Hospital,  Derby. — Miss  Lucy  Brown  has 
been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Sheffield,  and  the  Birmingham  and 
Midland  Eye  Hospital. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S    JUBILEE     INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Sarah  Case  is  appointed  to  Three  Towns  ;  Miss 
Florence  H.  Hobbs  to  Abbotts  Langley ;  Miss  OUve 
Howson  to  Bath ;  Miss  Evelyn  E.  Hughesdon  to 
Scunthorpe ;     Miss  Maude  Martin  to  South  Elmsall. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

July  22nd. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
194,  Queen's  Gate.  Criminal  Law  Amendment 
Bill.  Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  will  read  "  Little 
Cuckoo  Flower."     Discussion. 

July  22nd. — Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital, 
Guildford.     Opening  of  new  Nurses'  Home. 

July  2']th. — Central  Midwives'  Board.  Monthly 
Meeting. 

July  2gth. — No  More  War  Demonstration. 
Hyde  Park,  Nurses  invited  to  take  part  in  the 
Procession. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A    MISTAKE   CORRECTED. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — My  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  statement  in  your  issue  of  July  8th  that  we 
are  inaccurate  in  saying  in  "  Enghsh  Prisons 
To-Day "  that  the  Lady  Superintendent  of 
HoUoway  Prison  Hospital  is  not  a  trained  nurse. 
I  have  made  enquiries,  and  I  find  that  we  have 
confused  the  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Prison 
with  the  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital, 
and  I  am  grateful  to  you  for  having  pointed  out 
the  mistake.  I  have  written  to  the  Hospital 
Lady  Superintendent  expressing  regret  for  our 
error,  and  promising  that  it  shaU  be  remedied  in 
further  editions  of  the  book. 

It  is  inevitable,  in  a  work  of  this  size,  that  a  few 
inaccuracies  should  slip  in,  and  we  shall  always 
bejgrateful  to  have  them  pointed  out. 
Sincerely  yours, 

A.  Fenner  Brockway, 
Joint  Editor  of  "  English  Prisons  To-Day." 

Keir  Cottage,  m^ 

Thorpe  Bay,^  Essex. 

KERNELS   FROM   CORRESPONDENCE. 

An  Unprofessional  Proceeding. 

Would-be  Registered. — "  Are  there  any  trained 
nurse  officials  in  the  office  of  the  G.N.C.  ?  If  so, 
why  are  professional  women  interviewed  by 
clerical  workers  who  are  not  nurses,  and  why  are 
these  ladies  permitted  to  express  opinions  as  to 
their  qualifications  ?  I,  for  one,  strongly  resent 
such  unprofessional  methods.  Such  persons  have 
9  no  right  to  express  an  opinion  on  our  qualifications. 
What  do  they  know  about  them  ?  " 

[Nothing.  The  Council  has  appointed  three 
trained  Registration  officials,  and  several  other 
Nurses  are  also  employed  in  the  office,  so  that 
there  is  no  excuse  whatever  for  clerical  workers 
interviewing  candidates  for  registration,  and  it  is, 
of  course,  unpardonable  for  such  officials  to 
express  any  opinion  as  to  whether  a  candidate  is 
eligible  for  registration  or  not. — Ed.] 

Supplementary   Registers   not    Popular. 

Matron  Fever  Hospital. — "  Many  of  our  nurses 
refuse  to  register  on  a  Supplementary  Register. 
Their  reason  is  that  they  will  have  to  remain  in 
institutions  aU  their  professional  careers.  Now 
when  they  leave  hospital  they  are  eagerly  engaged 
by  private  Co-operations,  Nursing  Homes,  and 
can  work  abroad,  but,  if  on  a  special  Register  only, 
this  will  not  be  possible.  The  majority  of  our 
staff  are  naturally  disinclined  to  enter  a  general 
hospital  for  training — ^many  are  beyond  the  age 
at  which  probationers  axe  admitted." 


So  Long  to  Wait  for  Helsingfors. 

F.F.N.C.  Sister. — "  I  do  hope  our  bit  of  work 
for  France  had  something  to  do  with  the  growing 
appreciation  of  trained  nursing  there.  I  shall 
never  forget  conditions  in  191 5.  It  is  splendid 
news  that  Nursing  is  to  be  a  Profession  in  France, 
and  facilities  for  the  training  and  education  of 
professional  nurses  provided  by  the  Ministry  of 
Hygiene.  Those  of  us  who  worked  for  the  French 
War  Office  have  the  happiest  memories,  in  spite 
of  great  difficulties,  of  our  work  for  the  French 
sick  and  wounded — heroic  gentlemen  from  highest 
to  lowest  in  rank.  Why  do  we  not  have  an 
interim  International  Meeting  in  Paris ;  it  is 
so  long  to  wait  for  Helsingfors  in  1925  ?  " 

The  G.N.C.  not  Impartial  under  Rule  9A. 

Miss  Jane  T.  Taylor. — "  Six  of  us  have  made 
up  our  minds  not  to  register  until  the  G.N.C. 
frees  itself  from  "  College  "  pressure.  The  Council 
should  maintain  an  absolutely  impartial  attitude 
towards  aU  nurses,  and  not  give  preferential 
treatment  to  members  of  any  one  organisation. 
My  solicitor  says  as  a  judicial  body  the  G.N.C. 
has  placed  itself  in  a  very  reprehensible  position 
by  Rule  ga.  The  Act  never  contemplated  par- 
tiality, and  independent  nurses  now  have  an 
excuse  for  doubting  the  strict  sense  of  justice  of 
the  Council." 

One  Good  Result. 

Two  Years'  Cert. — "  All  our  nurses  are  now 
given  a  three  years'  term  of  training,  such  as  was 
instituted  at  St.  Bartholomew's  by  you  in  1881 — 
forty  years  ago.  The  older  nurses  who  are  now 
registering,  '  just  to  support  the  principle,'  owe 
you  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  your  perspicacity. 
Perhaps  in  a  future  incarnation,  fifty  years  hence, 
you  will  return  to  find  a  registered  nurse  in  the 
chair  of  the  G.N.C.  1  " 


NOTICE. 


Owing  to  the  great  pressure  on  our  space  this 
week,  and  the  inclusion  of  a  full  report  of  the 
G.N.C.  Conference  on  the  Examination  Syllabus, 
we  much  regret  that  we  have  been  compelled  to 
omit  many  interesting  matters.  We  hope  to 
deal  with  them  in  an  early  issue. 

NURSES   ABOUT  TO  REGISTER. 

Do  not  delay  to  send  in  your  application  Forms 
for  registration  at  an  early  date  to  12,  York  Gate, 
Regent's  Park,  N.W.i. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

July  2gth. — What  are  Vitamines  ?  Why  are 
Vitamines  necessary  ?  What  conditions  are  likely 
to  supervene  when  Vitamines  are  absent  or 
deficient  ? 

August  5th. — What  are  the  principal  causes  ajid 
consequences  of  dental  diseases  ?  What  preven- 
tive measures  may  be  employed  ? 
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The  Midwife. 


ASSOCIATION    FOR     PROMOTING     THE 
TRAINING  AND  SUPPLY  OF  MIDWIVES. 

A  most  enjoyable  gathering  of  midwives  of  the 
Association  for  Promoting  the  Training  and  Supply 
of  Midwives  was  held  on  July  12th  at  Gloucester 
Lodge,  Campden  Hill,  by  kind  invitation  of  Mrs. 
Wallace  Bruce,  who  welcomed  them  and  spoke  in 
high  terms  of  their  work.  Nine  midwives  received 
Badges,  and  Dr.  Lane-Claypon  then  gave  a  most 
interesting  address,  pointing  out  the  progress 
which  was  continually  being  made  in  the  mid- 
wifery profession  towards  a  higher  standard,  which 
meant  progress  not  only  in  midwifery  but  in  the 
development  of  the  midwife  as  well.  If  the  present 
rate  of  advance  was  maintained  there  would  be 
great  possibilities  in  the  future. 

The  following  midwives  received  badges : — 
Olive  Bishop  (independent  midwife  at  Peckham)  ; 
Ethel  Boughen  (independent  midwife  at  Mitcham, 
Surrey)  ;  Georgina  Byron  (independent  midwife 
at  Birkenhead)  ;  Winifred  Conway  (working  under 
the  Bath  Nursing  Association)  ;  Edith  Feron 
(working  under  West  Suffolk  County  Nursing 
Association)  ;  Mabel  Kerswell  (independent  mid- 
wife at  Southend -on-Sea)  ;  Elizabeth  Marcroft 
(working  under  Derbyshire  C.N. A.)  ;  Annie 
Mildenhall  (working  under  Devonshire  C.N.A.)  ; 
Elsie  Spouncer  (working  under  Somerset  C.N.A.) . 

A  SPLENDID  RECORD. 

Dr.  Joseph  Priestley,  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Borough  of  Lambeth,  has  good  reason  to  be 
proud  of  the  improvements  in  the  health  of  the 
borough  during  his  27  years  of  office. 

When  he  took  office  in  1895  the  infantile  mor- 
tality rate  per  thousand  was  152.0  ;  in  1920  it 
was  52.3  ;  and  in  1921  56.3.  Twenty-six  years 
ago  the  general  death-rate  was  19.5;  in^i92i  it 
was  1 1.9  per  thousand.  There  is  solid  satisfaction 
in  preventive  work. 

SOMERSET  COUNTY  NURSING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Somerset  County 
Nursing  Association,  presented  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  held  recently  at  Bridgwater,  stated  in 
connection  with  the  training  home,  "  It  is  with 
great  satisfaction  that  the  Committee  record  the 
continued  success  of  the  Mary  Stanley  Training 
Home  at  Bridgwater,  under  Miss  Brown's  skilled 
management.  The  work  has  been  satisfactorily 
reported  on  by  the  Q.V.J. I.  A  room  has  now  been 
set  apart  as  a  small  midwifery  ward,  and  want  of 
space  alone  prevents  further  development  in  this 
direction.  During  the  year  nine  candidates  have 
been  trained ;  42  medical  lectures  have  been 
given  by  Dr.  Harvey  Bird,  and  have  been  greatly 
valued.  The  candidates  assist  at  thef  newly- 
estabhshed  infant  welfare  centre  of  the  town." 


THE     GOOD     WORK    OF    QUEEN'S 
NURSES. 

At  the  44th  annual  meeting  of  the  Northampton 
Branch  of  the  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute 
for  Nurses,  held  at  the  Institution,  Mr.  Frank 
Thornton,  J. P.,  in  his  presidential  address,  refer- 
ring to  the  grants  made  to  the  Institution  by  the 
Town  and  County  Councils,  said  that  by  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act  of  191 8  local 
authorities  were  required  to  make  provision  each 
in  its  own  area  for  the  reception  of  emergency  or 
necessitous  cases,  other  than  that  previously 
afforded  by  the  Poor-Law  Authorities.  The 
Q.V.N.I.,  by  opening  two  Maternity  Homes  in 
191 8  and  191 9  respectively  had,  therefore,  relieved 
the  Town  and  County  Councils  from  vast  expendi- 
ture. The  cases  admitted  numbered  838,  viz.  : 
From  the  town,  685,  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
;^5,448 — grant  ;^i9  ;  from  the  county,  126,  approxi- 
mate cost,  ;£i,oo8 — grants,  £112  {£50  received  up 
to  date  and  ;^62  voted)  ;  and  27  cases  from  beyond 
either  boundary.  The  chairman  regretted  the 
huge  disproportion  between  the  outlay  and  income, 
but  was  hopeful  that  before  long  a  block  grant 
would  be  made  by  the  Town  Council,  more 
especially  as,  by  annexing  the  Institute's  eight 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  191 9,  they  had  dis- 
qualified the  Institute  for  a  Government  grant  of 
upwards  of  ;^200  per  annum. 

Mr.  Thornton  dealt  with  the  district  nursing 
work,  which  was  classified  under  two  headings — 
the  general  work  and  maternity  work.  As  to  the 
maternity  work  which  the  Institution  had  under- 
taken for  the  past  fourteen  years,  it  was 
noteworthy  that  at  first  only  two  doctors  in 
the  town  approved,  the  majority  being  hotly 
opposed  to  the  innovation,  but  now  the  Queen's 
Nurses  attended  maternity  cases  under  every 
doctor  in  general  practice  in  Northampton,  and 
it  was  no  infrequent  thing  for  a  doctor  to 
make  the  engagement  of  a  Queen's  Nurse  a 
condition  before  he  would  promise  to  attend  him- 
self. The  Maternity  Homes  were  each  more  than 
justifying  their  existence.  The  doctors  were 
unanimous  in  their  professional  support,  and  it 
was  on  their  recommendation  that  many  persons 
applied  for  admission,  there  being  13  patients  now 
in  residence.  Canon  Ashmole  made  appreciative 
reference  to  the  way  in  which  Miss  Lunn,  Miss 
Almond,  and  the  nursing  staff  had  carried  out 
their  several  duties,  and  his  remarks  were  cordially 
endorsed  by  Mrs.  Harry  Manfield  and  also  by  Mrs. 
CapeU. 

A  PRIMEVAL  FETISH. 

Dr.  David  Arthur  Hughes,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Carmarthenshire,  is  appealing  to 
mothers  to  cease  from  cutting  their  babies'  ears 
at  the  waning  of  the  moon.  He  describes  the 
practice  as  a  primeval  fetish. 
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EDITORIAL. 


SANITARY     SCIENCE. 

"  What  a  diuiH  suibject,"  say  some.  "  What 
a  fa^unatingf  subject,"  say  others.  It  all  de- 
pends on  the  point  of  view,  and  in  our  opinion 
the  latter  view  is  rig"ht,  for  sanitary  science 
deals  with  elementary  thing^si — earth,  air,  fire 
and  waiter,  and  of  the  methods  by  which  they 
are  controlled,  and  harnessed  to  the  service  of 
mankind.  What  heroism  has  been  outpoured 
in  securing-  this  control ;  what  epics  have  been 
written  of  the  strug-gfle  of  those  who,  in  the 
face  of  difficulties  all  but  insuperable,  have 
g-ained  the  mastery  of  the  forces  of  nature  ! 

To  trained  nurses  the  subject  is  more  than 
fascinating.  It  is  the  fundamental  basis  upon 
which  their  art  is  built,  and  the  only  sure 
foundation.  Of  what  use:  is  it  to  restore  health 
to  typhoid  patients  if  we  send  them  back  to  a 
polluted  water  supply ;  to  think  that  tetanus 
can  be  eradicated  while  its  g^erm  lurks  in  in- 
fected earth ;  to  expect  those  who  live  in  the 
slums  of  g^reat  cities  to  g'row  up  strongs  and 
healthy,  while  day  by  day,  and  especially  nig-ht 
by  nigfhit,  they  breathe  air  tainted  with  exhala- 
tions from  the  lungfs,  with  emanations  from 
the  bodies  of  those  with  whom  they  live  in  such 
close  proximity,  and  from  noxious  thingfs 
which  are  g-athered  round  them  in  thie  course 
of  their  daily  life?  Even  fire,  that  supreme 
purifier,  becomes  an  agfent  prejudicial  to  health 
when  g-reat  factories  belch  forth  their  unoon- 
sumed  smoke  to  taint  the  air,  to  darken  the 
sunshine,  to  choke  the  lungs;  and  nurses  well 
know  that  a  day  of  dense  fog"  works  havoc  in 
hospitals  for  diseases  of  the  chest,  where 
patients  with  overtaxed  hearts,  and  diseased 
lungs,  who  need  pure  air  to  enable  them  to 
carry  on  at  all,  g-ive  up  the  strugg-le  and 
surrender — not  primarily  to  death,  but  to 
poisonous  conditions,  whereby  life,  in  their 
handicapped  state,  is  rendered  impossible. 

The  Congress  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute at  Bournemouth  this  week  is  therefore 
dealing-  with  subjects  of  importance  to  the 
nursing-  profession,  and  we  rejoice  to  know  that 
this  will  be  emphasised  by  the  presence  of  the 


Lady  Mayoress  of  London,  a  Trained  Nurse 
holding-  the  certificatte  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  London,  who  is  the  Hon.  President 
of  the  Section  of  Personal  and  Domestic 
Hyg-iene. 

The  foundation  of  a  nurse's  work  is  war  on 
disease,  by  prevention  as  the  first  line  of  attack, 
by  cure  or  amelioration  as  the  second.  Included 
m  the  first  are  ante-natal  care,  the  care  of 
infants,  of  the  health  of  school-children,  the 
sanitation  of  persons,  places  and  houses,  all 
of  which  come  within  the  province  of  the  dis- 
trict nurse,  including  the  very  important  know- 
ledge of  the  disposal  of  refuse.  The  district 
nurse  may  also  instil  into  young"  people  a  sense 
of  the  importance  of  purity  of  life,  and  of  the 
contraction  of  healthy  marriagfes,  and  so  be  a 
potent  factor  in  raising"  the  standard  of  health 
within  her  sphere  of  influence. 

In  the  second  are  included  the  nursing-  of  all 
thv)se  medical,  surg-ical  and  gynaecoJog-ical 
cases  which  fill  our  hospitals,  and  benefit  so 
g-reatly  by  treatment  there.  Incidentally,  surg-i- 
cal nursing  gets  into  its  rig-ht  perspective.  The 
correct  dressing^  of  a  surg-ical  case,  the  expert 
application  of  bandag-es,  fall  into  their  proper 
place  as  only  a  part — ^an  important  part — of 
a  nurse's  work,  but  not  to  be  placed  on  a 
pedestal  alone,  as  so  many  amateur  nurses 
appear  to  think. 

Scrupulous  cleanliness  must  characterise 
every  department  of  nursing",  and  is  the  founda- 
tion of  the  successful  warfare  on  disease- 
bearing"  parasites  and  vermin — fleais,  lice,  bug-s, 
mosquitos  and  rats,  to  name  only  a  few. 

Sanitar\'  science  teaches  us  also  to  make 
war  on  war,  for  war  is  more  cruel  in  its  results 
than  pestilence,  inasmuch  as  pestilence  results 
in  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  whereas  war 
results  in  the  survival'  of  the  less  fit. 

Lastly,  do  not  let  us  forget  the  plea  put 
forward  by  that  passionate  sanitary  reformer, 
Charles  King-sley,  that  the  tree  of  knowledge 
is  likewise  the  tree  of  life,  and  that  all  have  a 
right  to  some  small  share  in  the  beauty  of  this 
world  of  ours,  and  its  wonder  and  its  rest,  for 
their  own  health  of  soul  and  body,  and  for  the 
health  of  their  children  after  them. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPtTlTION. 


WHAT  ARE  VITAMINBS?  WHY  ARE  THEY  NECES- 
SARY? WHAT  CONDITIONS  ARE  LIKELY  TO  SUPER- 
VENE WHEN  VITAMINES  ARE  ABSENT  OR  DEFICIENT  ? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  M.  M.  G.  Bielby,  Cranford, 
Middlesex. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Vitamines,  only  discovered  during-  the  last 
decade,  are  accessory  food  factors  which  are 
present  in  fresh  pabula.  They  exist  in  food- 
stuffs in  addition  to  their  contents  of  proteins, 
fats,  carbohydrates,  and  salts.  So  far,  three 
accessory  factors  or  vitamines  are  acknow- 
ledged :  (i)  Fat-soluble  A,  or  anti-rachitic 
(rickets  preventing  or  growth  promoting) 
vitamine;  (2)  water-soluble  B,  or  anti-neuritic 
(growth  promoting)  vitamine ;  (3)  water-soluble 
C,  or  anti-scorbutic  (scurvy  preventing)  vita- 
mine. 

Vitamines  are  necessary,  because  medical 
research  has  proved  that  unless  the  diet  in- 
cludes them  full  vitality  cannot  exist,  however 
rich  and  abundant  the  food  may  otherwise  be. 
A  knowledge  of  the  relative  value  of  all  food- 
stuffs for  children  as  regards  their  vitamines 
is  of  firsit  importance,  because  it  is  on  these 
that  nutrition  and  growth  largely  depend,  and 
it  is  held  that  the  rate  of  growth  bears  a  close 
relation  to  the  supply  of  vitamines,  provided 
the  diet  is  adequate  regarding  its  other  con- 
stituents. 

Lack,  or  insufficiency,  of  vitamines  in  the 
diet  results  in  impaired  nutrition  and  lowered 
vitality,  even  when  hygienic  conditions  are 
good.  In  expectant  mothers  it  causes  mal- 
nutrition of  the  child.  If  vitamines  are  absent 
or  deficient  in  the  food  of  children  they  are 
liable  to  suffer  from  the  "  deficiency  diseases," 
rickets  and  scurvy.  Investigators  believe  that 
fat-soluble  A  and  water-soluble  B  are  indis- 
pensable for  growth  and  nutrition  of  the 
animal  organism,  and  that  a  child  can  never 
thrive  if  deprived  of  these. 

It  is  considered  probable  that  a  great  deal 
of  infant  mortality  and  ill-health  is  traceable 
to  ignorance  and  neglect  concerning  the  im- 
portance of  these  fresh  elements  of  diet,  par- 
ticularly in  the  past,  when  many  parents  be- 
lieved that  wealth  and  love  had  secured  the 
utmost  aid  for  their  ailing  infants.- 

With  bottle-fed  babies  it  has  been  found 
essential  to  supply  food  containing  fresh 
elements  of  diet  after  the  first  two  months. 
Formerly  it  was  doubted  whether  dried  milk 
retained    vitamines,    all    three    of    which    are 


found  in  raw  cow's  milk;  but  experience  has- 
shown  definitely  that  full-cream  dried  milk,, 
such  as  Glaxo,  is  rich  in  the  accessory  food 
factors.  Cow's  milk  is  not  rich  in  the  anti- 
scorbutic vitamines  even  when  raw;  when, 
heated,  dried,  or  preserved,  this  vitamine  is 
still  further  reduced.  Its  deficiency  in  dried 
milk  is  relatively  unimportant,  for  it  is  easily 
supplied  by  giving  one  or  two  teaspoonfuls  of 
sweetened  orange-juice  to  a  baby  of  from  twO' 
to  five  months.  Or  the  same  quantity  of  grape 
or  tomato  juice  may  be  given  instead,  or  even, 
the  juice  of  a  raw  swede,  expressed  by  grating 
and  strainmg  through  muslin.  Full-cream; 
dried  milk,  with  this  addition,  provides  a  diet 
containing  the  essential  vitamines. 

Breast-fed  babies  are  well  supplied  with 
vitamines.  The  colostrum  is  very  rich  in  these, 
thus  giving  the  newly-born  child  a  natural  and 
fortified  start  in  the  changed  conditions  of  its 
existence. 

Too  great  or  long-continued  heat  destroys 
vitamines,  therefore  green-leaved  vegetables 
should  be  steamed  for  the  minimum  period 
instead  of  being  left  to  boil  indefinitely. 

Anti-rachitic  fresh  foods  include  spinach, 
lettuce,  pure  milk  (whole  and  raw),  butter, 
cream,  yolk  of  egg,  Glaxo,  and  cod -liver  oil. 

Anti-scorbutic  fresh  pabula  is  supplied  in 
oranges,  grapes,  swedes,  turnips,  cabbages, 
tomatoes,  and  onions.  When  fresh  fruit  can- 
not be  obtained,  "  AUenburys'  "  Fruitine  is  a 
good  substitute.  Vitmar  and  Virol  also  are 
rich  in  all  the  vitamines. 

Vitamines  derive  their  power  from  the  heat 
of  the  sun,  which  enters  into  the  composition 
of  food  substances  while  they  are  growing, 
and  this  energy  is  later  set  free  in  the  body  of 
the  consumer  of  the  food.  It  is  a  tempting 
conclusion  that  those  unknown  forces,  only 
recently  discovered,  all  of  which  can  be  found 
in  the  sun-bath,  and  which  act  as  the  most 
energetic  tonic  and  rebuilding  agent  to  an 
ailing  body,  are  analogous  in  their  action  on 
the  finer  and  little-known  fluids  in  the  human 
body  to  that  of  vitamines  in  vitalising  the 
more  solid  particles. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  Henrietta  Ballard,  Miss 
E.  A.  Nobiett,  Miss  R.  E.  S.  Cox,  Miss  M. 
Jones,  Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  Lindall. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  are  the  principal  causes  and  conse- 
quences of  dental  diseases?  What  preventive 
measures  may  be  employed? 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  Meetings 
organised  at  the  R.B.N. A.  Club,  194,  Queen's 
Gate,  was  held  on  Saturday  last,  when  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  and  Miss  Winifred  Mayo 
brought  before  the  members  the  tragedy  of 
Child  Assault.  A  full  account  will  appear  in 
the  R.B.N. A.  Supplement  next  week.  The 
outcome  of  the  discussion  was  a  resolution  that 
a  Public  Meeting  should  be  held  in  the  autumn 
to  demand  effective  punishment  of  this  terribly 
prevalent  crime. 


On  Thursday  in  last  week  the  Lady  Mayoress, 
accompanied  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  unveiled  at 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  the  tablet  over  the 
bed  endowed  in  connection  with  the  Jubilee 
celebration  of  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Com- 
pany to  the  memory  of  the  late  Lady  Denison- 
Pender,  wife  of  the  chairman  of  the  Company. 
They  were  received  by  the  Treasurer,  Lord 
Stanmore,  and  proceeded  to  Darker  Ward, 
where  the  ceremony  took  place,  and  dedicatory 
prayers  were  said  by  Rev.  J.  Jessop  Teague, 
Vicar  of  St.  Stephen's,  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 


At  a  luncheon  afterwards  at  Electra  House, 
at  which  Sir  John  Denison-Pender  presided, 
when  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Lady  Mayoress 
were  the  guests  of  honour,  the  Lady  Mayoress 
said  that  she  felt  sure  that  the  patients  occupy- 
ing the  bed  would  bless  the  name  of  Lady 
Denison-Pender.  It  had  given  her  (the  Lady 
Mayoress)  particular  pleasure  to  perform  the 
ceremony,  for  she  was  trained  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's, and  spent  many  months  in  Darker 
Ward.  The  sister-in-charge  at  the  present 
time,  Miss  Borthwick,  was  one  of  the  few  still 
on  the  staff  who  were  at  the  hospital  at  the 
time  she  was  there. 


It  may  set  the  minds  of  some  School  Nurses 
at  rest  to  know  for  certain  that  they  are 
exempt  from  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
Act.  Certain  School  Nurses  in  London  have 
been  informed  from  Public  Health  Depart- 
ments that  they  are  included  in  the  Act  because 
they  are  Public  Health  Nurses  and  not  en- 
gaged in  sick  nursing.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  to  the  officials  of  such  Departments  that 
School  Nurses,  though  primarily  engaged  in 
preventing  sickness,  come  into  constant  touch 
with  sickness  in  their  routine  duties,  and  it 
has  been  agreed  that,  with  other  trained 
nurses  and  probationers,  they  are  exempt. 


The  Committee  of  the  United  Service  Mas- 
sage League  have  received  the  following  in- 
formation from  the  Ministry  of  Labour  : — 

"In  reply  to  your  inquiry  on  the  above  sub- 
ject I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  of  Labour 
to  inform  you  that  under  Section  10  Sub-sec- 
tions (i)  and  (4)  of  the  Unemployment  Insur- 
ance Acts,  1922,  an  addition  has  been  made 
to  the  exceptions  contained  in  Part  II  of  the 
First  Schedule  to  the  Act  of  1920.  The  effect 
of  this  addition  is  that  as  from  the  ist  July, 
1922,  '  female  professional  nurses  for  the  sick 
or  female  probationers  undergoing  training  for 
employment  as  such  nurses  '  cease  to  be  insur- 
able against  unemployment." 

The  employment  of  female  masseuses  em- 
ployed under  a  contract  of  service  is  deemed 
to  fall  within  the  terms  of  the  exception  laid 
down  in  the  above  paragraph. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  exception  (i)  re- 
lates only  to  female  nurses  or  probationers  as 
described  above,  and  the  position  of  male 
nurses  for  the  sick  remains  as  at  present ;  (2) 
does  not  remove  the  obligation  to  pay  con- 
tributions in  respect  of  the  period  prior  to 
July  ist,  1922 ;  (3)  relates  only  to  unemploy- 
ment insurance.  The  position  as  regards 
health  insurance  under  the  National  Health 
Insurance  Act  is  not  affected. 


We  are  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Pen- 
sions to  state  that  disabled  Officers,  Nurses, 
and  Men,  and  the  widows  and  dependants  of 
those  deceased,  who  desire  to  appeal  to  the 
Pensions  Appeal  Tribunal  against  the  rejection 
of  claims  to  pension  must  do  so,  on  the  pre- 
scribed form,  within  a  year  after  the  date  of 
the  notification  by  the  Ministry  of  the  rejection 
of  the  claim,  or  before  August  19th,  1922, 
whichever  is  the  later.  Any  new  claim  to  pen- 
sion in  respect  of  disablement  under  any  War- 
rant, Order  in  Council,  or  Order,  administered 
by  the  Minister  of  Pensions,  must  be  made 
within  seven  years  after  the  claimant  was  dis- 
charged, or  before  September  ist,  1928, 
whichever  is  the  earlier. 


It  is  officially  stated  that  serving  members 
of  Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (R.)  or  ex-members  of 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (R.)  with  previous  mobilised 
service,  who  are  appointed  to  the  Regular 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.,  and  members  of  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 
(R.)  with  previous  mobilised  service  who  are 
called  up  for  temporary  duty,  will  not  receive 
the  initial  outfit  grant  of  ;^20.  In  such  cases 
only  the  annual  upkeep  grant  of  £10  is 
issuable. 

Our    War    Office    never    errs    in    excessive 
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g-enerosity    towards   the   rank    and    file   of    its 
nurses. 


A  larg-e  number  of  friends  attended  the 
g-arden  party  on  July  12th,  arranged  in  con- 
nection with  the  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
to  the  probationary  nurses  at  St.  Marylebone 
Hospital. 

Dr.  Basil  Hood  mentioned  that  the  prizes 
were  g-iven  twice  yearly.  The  gold  medal  pre- 
sented by  the  Board  for  proficiency  had  been 
awarded  Nurse  Ellen  Mary  Cook. 

Sir  James  Galloway,  after  presenting^  the 
awards,  congratulated  the  prize  winners  on 
their  successes. 

Teas  were  afterwards  served  for  the  visitors 
on  the  lawns  by  the  nursings  staiT,  and  a  tennis 
match  played  between  hospital  teams. 


On  Saturday  last  the  new  nurses'  home  at 
the  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  was 
unveiled  by  Lady  Ashcombe.  The  Home  is 
the  county  memorial  to  24  members  of  the 
Surrey  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  who  fell  in  the  Great  War.  It  cost 
;;^8,ooo  to  erect,  the  site  being-  the  g"ift  of  the 
Earl  of  Onslow.  The  Home  was  afterwards 
dedicated  by  the  Bishop  of  Winchester.  In 
the  course  of  a  brief  address  the  Bishop  said 
the  war  convulsed  Eng-lish  society  ;  but  it  had 
broken  down  restraints  which  had  kept  g^irls 
and  women  too  much  in  home  life,  and  it  had 
now  become  more  natural  for  many  to  come 
forward  to  work  as  citizens  and  as  soldiers  of 
the  rigfht. 


New  quarters  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
nurses  eng-ag-ed  at  the  Notting-ham  General 
Hospital  are  in  course  of  erection  on  an 
elevated  position  in  close  proximity  to  the  hos- 
pital and  overlooking-  the  Castle  Grounds. 
When  the  work  is  completed  eig^ht  sitting- 
rooms  and  about  130  other  rooms  will  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  nurses. 

The  furnishing  of  these  will  entail  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  large  sum  of  money.  To  raise 
it  various  means  are  being-  adopted.  In 
November  there  will  be  a  gig-antic  bazaar,  and 
prior  to  that  month  amateur  theatricals,  whist 
drives,  &c.,  will  take  place.  Special  appeals 
have  been  issued  to  the  districts  outside  Not- 
tingham to  organise  functions  for  this  very 
worthy  object. 


The  Queen's  Nurses'  Flag-  Day  at  Brig^hton 
on  Saturday  last  produced  the  splendid  total 
of  £329  4s.  3<i- 


GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

The  twenty-sixth  meeting  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  was  held 
at  the  Ministry  of  Health,  on  Friday,  July  21st. 
Sir  Wilmot  Herringham,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  F.R.C.P., 
M.D.,  Chairman  of  the  Council,  presided. 

Correspondence. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Miss  Bates,  thanking  the 
Council  for  the  grant  of  ;£2i  sick  pay. 

The  Shortage  of  Nurses. 

Also  a  letter  conveying  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  Consultative  Committee  of  Women's  Organi- 
sations drawing  attention  to  the  shortage  of 
nurses. 

Resolution. 

"  In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  shortage  of  nurses 
constitutes  a  grave  danger  to  the  community  the  under- 
mentioned constituent  Societies  of  the  Consultative  Com- 
mittee of  Women's  Organisations  respectfully  urge  the 
Prime  Minister  to  appoint  a  Select  Parliamentary  Committee 
to  enquire  into  all  the  conditions  of  the  profession.  They 
also  call  upon  the  Minister  of  Health  to  consider  impartially 
the  point  of  view  of  the  employees  as  well  as  those  who 
represent  the  employers'  interests." 

The  Resolution  was  supported  by  thirteen  con- 
stituent Societies  of  the  Committee. 

Paddington  Hospital  and  Recognition. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  the  Paddington  Hospital,  claiming 
that  the  hospital  provided  the  training  facilities 
requisite  for  recognition  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council. 

The  Matron  the  Sole  Referee. 

And  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Health  approv- 
ing an  amendment  to  Rule  8  (i)  submitted  by  the 
Council  providing  that  if  at  the  date  of  her  appli- 
cation the  applicant  was  employed  in  any  hospital, 
institution  or  infirmary  in  which  she  received  her 
training,  or  part  of  her  training,  and  the  Council 
are  furnished  with  evidence  of  good  character 
and  professional  efficiency  by  the  Matron  of  such 
institution  or  infirmary,  the  Council  may,  if  they 
think  fit,  dispense  with  any  further  evidence  of 
character  and  professional  efficiency. 

Registered  Nurses  no  Right  of  Appeal  to  the 
Council. 

The  Chairman  was  passing  on  to  the  next 
business  when  Miss  Macdonald  enquired  whether 
there  were  no  more  letters.  She  understood  one 
had  been  sent  by  Miss  Liddiatt. 

The  Chairman  said  he  received  a  number  of 
private  letters.  He  declined  to  read  them  unless 
they  led  to  business,  and  he  should  viTite  to 
Miss  Liddiatt  (whose  letter  was  in  his  pocket)  in 
that  sense. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  asked  whether  the 
Registered  Nurses  had  no  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Council  ? 

The  Chairman  replied :  No,  not  their  private 
opinions ;  not  unless  the  letter  led  to  business. 
Most  of  the  Nurses  Societies  had  representatives 
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on  the  Council ;  they  could  represent  their  views 
through  them. 

Miss  IVLacCallum  enquired  whether  this  meant 
that  the  nurses  were  to  be  muzzled.  When  she 
had  tried  to  bring  up  the  views  of  nurses  she  was 
told  they  could  only  be  expressed  through  the 
Registrar  or  the  Registration  Committee. 

The  Chairman  said  it  meant  that  the  matters 
dealt  with  must  be  really  of  importance.  The 
letters  were  often  of  no  importance  ;  they  did  not 
lead  to  business,  and  were  often  abusive  and  based 
on  false  information  in  the  Press. 

TNot  in  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. — 
Ed.] 

Miss  Macdonald  enquired  whether  Miss 
Liddiatt's  letter  was  abusive.  She  was  not  very 
Likely  to  write  an  abusive  letter.  Might  the 
Council  know  what  it  was  about  ? 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  not  read  it  very 
carefully. 

Miss  Macdonald  replied  :  "  You  told  us  just 
now.  Sir,  that  you  had  it  in  your  pocket." 

Report   of  the  Education  and  Examination 
Committee. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  (Chairman  of  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee)  moved  that  the 
Report  be  received. 

The  Committee  met  on  June  15th,  22nd,  and 
July  6th. 

I.  To  recommend  that  the  following  regulations 
concerning  hospitals  to  be  recognised  as  training 
schools  be  approved  : — 

I.  For   admission   to    the   General    Part   of 
THE  Register. 
(i)  Complete  Training  School.      General  or  Poor 

Law  Hospital. 
The  hospital  must  have  at  least  one  resident 
medical  officer,  and  must  satisfy  the  Council  that  it 
furnishes  adequate  training  material  in  the  four 
main  services  : — medical,  surgical,  gynaecological, 
and  children's  diseases,  and  provides  an  adequate 
staff  and  equipment  for  teaching,  in  accordance 
•  with  the  prescribed  syllabus,  for  a  three  years' 
training. 

(2)  Affiliated  Groups  of  General  and  Poor  Law 

Hospitals. 
There  are  many  hospitals  which  are  not,  when 
each  is  taken  separately,  sufficiently  large  to 
provide  adequate  material,  staff,  or  equipment  for 
training.  But  two  or  more  such  hospitals  working 
together  might  be  able  to  furnish  aU  the  necessary 
requirements,  or  one  or  more  smaU  hospitals  might 
be  affiliated  to  a  hospital  of  the  kind  dealt  with  in 
regulation  I  (i)  above.  The  Council  is  prepared  to 
consider  any  scheme  for  carrying  out  such  an 
arrangement.  It  will  be  for  the  hospitals  who 
propose  to  affiliate  themselves,  to  satisfy  the 
Council  that  the  requirements  for  a  four  years' 
training  are  fulfilled  by  the  scheme  proposed. 

(3)  Reciprocity    between    Special,    General,    and 

Poor  Law  Hospitals. 
(i)  The  Council  is  prepared  to  consider  schemes 
whereby  a  general  hospital  for  men  only,  one  for 


women  only,  and  one  for  children  only,  should 
respectively  work  together  to  furnish  the  necessary 
training  according  to  the  prescribed  syllabus. 
But  the  period  of  training  must  extend  over  four 
years,  though  it  may  be  divided  amongst  the  three 
hospitals  as  may  be  convenient,  provided  that 
adequate  training  in  the  four  main  services  is 
assured,  and  that  the  subjects  of  the  first  year  of 
the  General  Syllabus  are  taught  in  the  first  hospital 
to  which  the  nurse  goes  for  training,  so  far  as  they 
can  be  taught  in  that  hospital. 

(ii)  Nurses  trained  for  two  years  in  the  special 
hospitals  mentioned  below  (a)  will  be  eligible  for 
the  examination  for  the  general  part  of  the  Register 
when  they  have  undergone  a  subsequent  two 
years'  training  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital, 
as  in  I  (i).  But  the  two  years'  training  in  the 
special  hospital  must  include  the  subjects  of  the 
first  year  of  the  General  Syllabus,  in  addition  to  the 
subjects  special  to  the  hospital. 

(a)  Special  Hospitals. — Fever,  Gynaecological, 
Ophthalmic,  Ear  and  Nose,  Cancer,  Orthopaedic, 
Tuberculosis,  Urinary  Diseases,  Venereal  Diseases. 

II.  For  admission  only  to  the  supplemen- 

tary PARTS  OF  the  Register. 

(i)  Male  Nurses. — ^Three  years'  training  in 
accordance  with  the  prescribed  Syllabus  in  an 
institution  approved  by  the  Council. 

(2)  Mental  Nurses. — ^Three  years'  training  in 
accordance  with  the  prescribed  Syllabus  in  a 
Mental  Hospital  approved  by  the  Council. 

(3)  Sick  Children's  Nurses. — Three  years'  train- 
ing in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  Syllabus  in 
a  General  Hospital  for  Sick  ChUdren  approved  by 
the  Council. 

(4)  Fever  Nurses. — ^Two  years'  training  in  accord- 
ance with  the  prescribed  Syllabus  in  a  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases  approved  by  the  Council. 

III.  For  admission  to  the  General  Part  of 
THE  Register  and  also  to  a  Supplemen- 
tary Part  of  the  Register. 

(i)  General  and  Mental. 

Five  years'  training  will  be  necessary.  Either 
three  years'  training  in  an  approved  Mental 
Hospital,  and  two  years'  subsequently  in  a  Genera-, 
or  Poor  Law  Hospital,*  or 

Three  years'  training  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law 
Hospital*  and  two  years'  subsequently  in  a  Mentaa 
Hospital. 

(2)  General  and  Sick  Children. 

Five  years'  training  will  be  necessary.  Either 
three  years'  training  in  an  approved  General 
Children's  Hospital  and  two  years'  subsequently 
in  a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital,*  or 

Three  years'  training  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law 
Hospital*  and  two  years'  subsequently  in  a  General 
Children's  Hospital. 

*  As  in  I  (i). 
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{3)  General  and  Fever. 

Four  years'  training  will  be  necessary.  Either 
two  years'  training  in  an  approved  Fever  Hospital 
and  two  years'  subsequently  in  a  General  or  Poor 
Law  Hospital,*  or 

Three  years'  training  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law 
Hospital  and  one  subsequently  in  an  approved 
Fever  Hospital. 

Before  any  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital  or 
group  of  Hospitals  can  be  approved,  they  must  be 
prepared  to  submit  to  the  General  Nursing  Council 
a  full  description  of  their  training  material,  the 
amount  of  experience  each  training  nurse  is 
assured,  and,  in  the  case  of  Grouped  Hospitals, 
the  hospital  where  it  is  to  be  obtained,  and  to 
give  evidence  of  educational  facilities  and  of  the 
existence  of  systematic  arrangements  whereby 
the  attendance  of  each  training  nurse  at  a  series 
of  lectures  on  the  prescribed  subjects  is  assured. 
Such  material  will  be  scrutinised  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  and  each  General  or  Poor  Law 
Hospital  or  Group  of  Hospitals  will  be  accepted 
as  a  training  school  on  its  own  merits,  or  refused 
recognition. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  considers  that  it 
would  be  greatly  in  the  interests  of  the  training 
of  nurses  if  preliminary  training  schools  could  be 
instituted  in  various  centres  throughout  England 
and  Wales. 

II.  To  report  that  in  accordance  with  the 
instruction  of  the  Council,  the  Committee  addressed 
the  following  question  to  the  Medical  Superin- 
tendent of  Paddington  Hospital : — 

"  The  Council  wished  to  be  informed  whether 
the  female  nurses  at  the  Paddington  Hospital 
had  adequate  opportunities  for  nursing  both 
medical  and  surgical  cases  in  the  male  wards." 

The  following  reply  was  received  : — 

"  The  Female  Nurses  at  Paddington  Hospital 
have  ample  opportunities  for  nursing  both 
Medical  and  Surgical  cases  in  the  Male  Wards. 
We  are  at  present  employing  a  certain  number 
of  trained  Male  Nurses,  but  this  in  no  way 
affects  the  work  of  the  Female  Nurses,  as  the 
former  are  engaged  solely  for  the  reason  that 
we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  a  sufficient 
number  of  Female  Probationers  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  Hospital.  Thus,  I  think,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  a  Probationer  at  present  gets  as  much 
experience  as  she  would  were  there  no  Male 
Nurses.  As  our  number  of  Probationers  goes 
up,  the  Male  Nurses  will  gradually  be  dispensed 
with,  except  for  the  Male  Observation  Ward." 
The  Committee  recommends  that  Paddington 

Hospital  be  included  in  the  list  of  approved  Poor 

Law  Hospitals. 

III.  To  report  that  the  Scheme  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Examiners  and  the  Conduct  of  Examina- 
tions is  now  under  consideration. 

IV.  To  report  that  a  Conference  was  held  on 
Thursday,  July  13  th,  at  i,  Wimpole  Street,  to 
which   were   invited   representatives   of   training 

*  As  in  I  (I). 


schools  both  of  the  larger  and  smaller  groups,  and 
of  the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions.  The 
Conference  was  attended  by  about  250  repre- 
sentatives and  by  many  members  of  the  Council. 

The  Chairman  explained  that  the  object  of  the 
Conference  was  to  discuss  the  Examination 
Syllabus  drawn  up  by  the  Education  and  Examina- 
tion Committee  of  the  Council. 

On  the  Preface,  the  following  amendments  were 
moved  : — 

(i)  Proposed     by     Dr.      Wolseley-Lewis     and 

seconded  by  Dr.  Pearn  : — 

"  That  the  examination  be  divided  into  two 
parts  ;  the  first  examination  covering  the  sub- 
jects of  Elementary  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and 
Hygiene,  to  be  the  preliminary  examination  for 
admission  to  the  Register  or  any  Supplementary 
Register. 

"  Training  for  this  examination  may  be  taken 
at    any    hospital    (general,    mental,    fever    or 
children's)    certified    by    the    General    Nursing 
Council  as  affording  proper  facilities." 
A  large  number  of  those  present  spoke  on  the 

amendment,  which  was  carried. 

{2)  Proposed  by  Dr.  Candler  and  seconded  by 
Dr.  Brander  : — 

"  That  the  standard  to  be  reached  be  indicated 
in  the  Preface." 
This  amendment  was  carried. 

(3)  Proposed  by  Mr.  T.  Percival  and  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  P.  S.  G.  Propert  :— 

"  That    the    Preface    be    amended    by    the 
addition  of  an  intimation  that  the  first  com- 
pulsory   examination    will    not    be    held    until 
1925-" 
This  amendment  was  also  carried. 

I.  Under  the  heading  of  "  Elementary  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  "  no  changes  were  proposed. 

II.  Under  the  heading  of  "  Hygiene,"  "  Dis- 
posal of  Refuse,"  it  was  proposed  to  omit  "  and 
disposal  of  sewage  on  a  large  scale." 

With  a  few  verbal  amendments  which  have  been 
incorporated  in  the  draft  now  submitted  to  the 
Council,  the  rest  of  the  Syllabus  was  approved. 

Discussion. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still,  in  explaining  the  conditions 
of  admission  to  the  Register,  emphasised  that  for 
admission  to  any  one  part  of  the  Register 
three  years'  training  was  necessary.  The  training 
for  Fever  Nurses,  which  was  for  two  j'^ears,  was  the 
only  exception. 

For  admission  to  two  parts  of  the  Register,  the 
General  Part  and  a  Supplementary  Part,  the 
training  was  for  five  years  ;  that  for  Fever  Nurses, 
which  was  for  four  years,  being  the  only  exception. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  deprecated  requiring  a 
five  years'  training  from  Sick  Children's  Nurses  and 
Mental  Nurses  for  admission  to  the  General  Part  of 
the  Register,  for  they  should  be  admitted  with  four 
years'  training  on  the  same  terms  as  Fever  Nurses. 

It  was  proposed  that  two  years'  training  in  special 
hospitals,  including  those  treating  ophthalmic,  ear 
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and  nose,  ajid  venereal  diseases,  should  be  accepted 
with  two  .years'  general  training  as  qualifying  for 
admission  to  the  examination  for  the  General  Part 
of  the  Register.  She  pointed  out  that  in  most 
training  schools  experience  in  the  nursing  of  these 
speciaUties  was  already  provided  for.  She  moved 
an  amendment  to  omit  from  Clause  (I)  (3)  (ii)  (a) 
of  the  Report  (Special  Hospitals)  Ophthalmic,.  Ear 
and  Nose,  and  Venereal  Hospitals. 

Miss  Cattell  seconded. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  that  a  number  of 
nurses  went  to  these  hospitals  for  two  years' 
training.  If  they  could  be  included  it  would  be 
a  great  thing  for  the  hospitals. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that  at  Ophthalmic 
hospitals  the  patients  were  very  largely  out- 
patients. 

Miss  Villiers  said  her  experience  was  that 
nurses  coming  from  these  special  hospitals  had  not, 
as  a  rule,  been  well  taught. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  said  that  it  was  probably  in 
the  mind  of  the  Education  and  Examination  Com- 
mittee to  make  these  hospitals  puU  up. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  the  proposition  was  governed 
by  the  preceding  Clause.  The  Council  must  be 
satisfied  that  the  requirements  for  a  four  years' 
training  were  fulfilled  by  the  scheme  proposed. 
The  Tuberculosis  and  Orthopaedic  Hospitals  were 
putting  forward  a  claim  for  recognition  under  a 
reciprocal  scheme.  If  one  set  was  to  come  in 
others  should,  if  they  could  satisfy  the  Council  that 
they  could  fulfil  its  requirements. 

On  the  amendment  being  put  to  the  meeting  to 
omit  from  Clause  I  (3)  (ii)  {a)  Ophthalmic,  Ear  and 
Nose,  and  Venereal  Hospitals,  6  voted  for  it  and  10 
against  it.     It  was  therefore  lost. 

In  connection  with  the  recommendations  in 
regard  to  affiliated  training  to  qualify  for  the 
General  Register,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  urged 
that  Mental,  Sick  Children's  and  Fever  training 
should  be  treated  on  the  same  basis,  and  a  four 
years'  affiliated  training  be  required  in  each  case. 

Few  nurses  could  afl^ord  to  give  five  years  to 
qualify  for  two  Registers.  The  Council  would, 
therefore,  be  encouraging  specialism,  instead  of 
the  one  portal  to  the  General  Register  for  all 
■classes  of  nurses,  unless  Mental  and  Sick  Children's 
Nurses  were  included  in  the  four  years'  affiliated 
training . 

She  moved  an  Amendment  that  an  affiliated 
training  should  be  for  four  years  in  every  case, 
and  to  insert  under  subsection  {a)  Mental  Diseases 
and  Children's  Diseases. 

The  Amendment  was  carried. 

The  Chairman  then  put  the  Amendment  as 
a  Substantive  Motion,  when  8  voted  for  it  and 
4  against. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  then  moved  Clause  II, 
which  referred  to  training  at  the  Paddington 
Hospital. 

Miss  MacCallum  enquired  how  many  beds 
there  were  in  the  Hospital,  and  was  told  by  the 
Chairman  594.  How  many  of  these  were  chronic 
and  how  many  acute  cases  ?  The  Committee 
had  not  asked  for  this  information.  How  many 
major  operations  ?     480  operations  in  the  year. 


Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  that  the  training 
school  was  one  o  f  the  best  in  the  kingdom. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  that  the 
Paddington  Hospital  should  be  included  in  the 
list  of  Poor  Law  Hospitals  was  then  carried. 

On  Clause  IV  (Report  of  Conference),  sub- 
section (i)  dealing  with  the  Examination  was 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  for  a  reasoned 
report. 

Subsection  (2),  the  Chairman  pointed  out, 
was  rather  important.  He  might  say  that  it  was 
already  dealt  with  in  drawing  up  the  instructions 
for  examiners.  In  drawing  these  up  he  had 
explained  that  the  attainment  of  a  simple  standard 
only  must  be  expected. 

In  connection  with  subsection  (3),  providing 
that  the  first  compulsory  examination  will  not  be 
held  until  1925,  the  Chairman  stated  another 
point  was  that  the  Council  was  more  or  less  bound 
to  provide  an  examination  in  1924.  A  certain 
number  of  hospitals  had  begun  to  train  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Syllabus  of  Training,  which  was 
issued  in  1921,  and  they  must  keep  faith  with 
them. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  considered  that 
arrangements  should  be  made  for  an  optional 
examination  in  1924.  She  further  pointed  out 
that  unless  the  Minister  was  prepared  to  sign  the 
Syllabus  of  Training  which  had  been  awaiting 
his  signature  for  over  a  year,  the  Council  would  be 
in  the  same  untenable  position  again  in  1925. 
She  moved — 

"  That  the  Chairman  be  requested  to  invite  the  Minister 
to  approve  the  Syllabus  of  Training." 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  MacCallum  and 
carried. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  then  proposed — • 

"That  an  optional  examination  be  arranged  in  1924  tor 
nurses  who  have  been  trained  under  the  Syllabus  issued  by 
the  General  Nursing  Council  in  1921,  and  that  the  Preface 
to  the  Syllabus  of  Subjects  for  Examination  be  amended 
by  the  addition  of  an  intimation  to  this  effect." 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Cattell  and  carried. 

Mrs.    Fenwick   then   proposed — 

"  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Education  and  Examina- 
tion Committee  to  consider  the  arrangements  for  an 
optional  examination  in  1924,  and  report  to  the  Council." 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Villiers  and  carried. 

On  the  proposition  of  the  Chairman,  it  was 
left  to  the  Education  Committee  to  make  the 
verbal  alterations  in  the  Examination  Syllabus 
referred  to  in  the  Report. 

Miss  Coulton  enquired  whether  an  Examina- 
tion Syllabus  was  to  be  issued  for  the  Supple- 
mentary Part  of  the  Register  for  Sick  Children's 
Nurses. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  said  this  was  all  covered  by 
the  Examination  Syllabus  for  the  General  Part  of 
the  Register. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  Education  Committee  should  take  in 
hand  the  drafting  of  an  Examination  Syllabus  in 
connection  with  the  Supplementary  Parts  of  the 
Register.     Were    the     examiners    to    require     a 
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knowledge  of  Gynaecological  Nursing  from  Sick 
Children's  Nurses  ? 

Dr.  Goodall  said  that  in  drafting  the  Syllabus 
of  Training  for  Fever  Nurses  the  Committee  had 
in  mind  that  it  would  serve  also  as  an  Examination 
Syllabus,  and  this  had  all  been  passed  by  the 
Council. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  said  that  Scotland  had  not 
issued  an  Examination  Syllabus.  In  due  course 
the  English  Council  would  have  to  meet  Scotland. 
She  thought  that  the  General  Examination 
Syllabus  covered  the  ground. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  moved — 

"  That  there  be  an  Examination  Syllabus  issued  for  each 
of  the  Supplementary  Registers." 

This  was  seconded  and  carried. 
The  Report  was  approved. 

Report   of   Mental  Nursing  Cominittee. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  Chairman  of  the  Mental 
Nursing  Committee,  moved  that  the  Report  be 
received. 

The    Committee  has  met  once — on  July  12th. 

I.  To  report  that  a  Conference  had  taken  place 
with  members  of  the  Board  of  Control  Committee 
on  Mental  Nursing,  and  members  of  the  Mental 
Nursing  Committee  and  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee  of  the  Council. 

Present  : 
Visitors  :  Dr.  C.  Hubert  Bond,  F.R.C.P.  ; 
Dame  Louise  Gilbert  Samuel,  Mrs.  How  Martyn, 
M.Sc,  E.  A.  Medus,  Esq.,  Miss  M.  M.  Thorburn, 
R.R.C.,  Dr.  Wolseley  Lewis,  F.R.C.S.,  Dr.  G.  F. 
Barham,  Mrs.  Pinsent. 

■Council  Members. — Sir  Wilmot  Herringham 
(in  the  chair),  Mr.  Christian,  Dr.  Goodall,  Dr. 
Bedford  Pierce,  Miss  Swiss,  Miss  Worsley,  Miss 
Seymour  Yapp. 

After  being  welcomed  by  the  Chairman,  the  first 
point  raised  was  : 

{a)  That  the  period  (three  or  four  years,  as 
the  case  may  be)   laid  down  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  fuU  training  in  nursing  at  a 
general   hospital   shall  include   a   short   period 
{e.g.,  four  months)   of  experience  at  a  mental 
hospital  recognised  for  full  training  in  mental 
nursing. 
And   the   Chairman   explained   that   this   matter 
had  been  considered  by  the  Council,  which  had 
decided  that  it  was  undesirable  to  include  mental 
nursing  in  the  three  years'  training,  the  time  being 
already  fully  taken  up. 
The  second  point  was 

(&)  That  every  facility,  so  far  as  is  reasonable 

and  practicable,   shall  be  accorded  to  mental 

nurses,   either  at  some  suitable  period  in  the 

course  of  their  training  as  mental  nurses,   or 

subsequently  to  the  completion  of  that  training, 

so  as  to  enable  them  to  become  fully  trained  in 

general  nursing  at  a  hospital  recognised  for  that 

purpose. 

And  it  was  explained  that  the  Council  had  decided 

that  fully  trained  mental  nurses  would  be  eligible 

for  registration  as  general  nurses  with  two  years' 


additional  training  in  a  general  hospital  or  Poor- 
Law  Infirmary. 

In  connection  with  these  subjects,  an  interesting- 
discussion  took  place.  The  Visiting  Committee 
explained  their  main  object  was  to  improve  the 
status  of  the  mental  nurse  and  remove  the  prejud- 
ices that  now  existed  in  regard  to  them,  and  they 
appealed  to  the  General  Nursing  CouncU  for 
assistance. 

Certain  matters  which  were  raised  are  to  be 
further  discussed  by  the  Mental  Nursing  Commit- 
tee, which,  in  due  course,  will  report  to  the  Council 
any  recommendation  it  may  make. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  explained  that  the  Confer- 
ence had  discussed  the  relations  between  general 
and  mental  nursing.  Those  present  were  anxious 
to  raise  the  status  of  mental  nursing,  but  no- 
formal  recommendations  were  made. 

The  Report  was  approved. 

Report  of  the  Registration  Committee. 

Dr.  E.  W.  Goodall,  Chairman  of  the  Registra- 
tion Committee,  presented  the  Report. 

Since  the  last  Meeting  of  the  Council  the  Com- 
mittee has  met  four  times,  on  June  23rd,  June  30th, 
July  7th  and  July  14th. 

I.  Applications  for  registration  from  certain 

NURSES   trained   AT  THE   LONDON   HOSPITAL. 

The  Council  will  remember  that  at  their  meeting 
on  April  21st  last,  a  resolution  was  passed  recom- 
mending the  registration  of  these  nurses  subject  ta 
the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health.  The 
recommendation  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  on 
April  27th.  The  result  of  the  application  to  the 
Minister  is  shown  in  the  appended  letters,  three  in 
number.  * 

The  Committee  recommends — 

(a)  That  the  proviso  to  Rule  11  (i),  set  forth  in 
the  Registrar's  letter  of  June  14th,  1922,  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  be  adopted  by  the  Council  and 
submitted  to  the  Minister  for  his  approval. 

II.  Nurses  eligible  as  voters  at  the  Election 

OF  Direct  Representatives  to  be  held  in 

December  next. 
The  Council  had  decided  that  only  those  nurses 
who  have  been  registered  before  October  ist,  1922, 
shall  be  eligible  to  vote  at  the  forthcoming  Election. 
It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Committee 
that  there  is  an  impression  widely  prevalent 
amongst  nurses  that  only  those  nurses  whose 
names  appear  in  the  printed  register  will  be  eligible 
to  vote.  As  the  printed  register  is  to  be  published 
as  soon  as  possible  after  July  ist  of  this  year,  it 
is  quite  clear  that  the  names  of  no  nurses  who  have 
been  approved  for  registration  after  the  meeting 
of  the  Council  on  July  21st  will  appear  in  the 
printed  register,  though  all  those  who  are  approved 
for  registration  up  to  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  in  September  will  be  eligible  to  vote  at  the 
Election.  In  order  that  this  erroneous  impression 
may  be  corrected  the  Committee  recommends  : — 

(b)  That  an  official  notice  be  sent  to  the  press  to 
the    effect    that   all   candidates   who   have   been 

*  These  letters  were  appended  to  the  Report. 
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approved  for  registration  up  to  the  last  meeting  of 
the  CouncU  in  September,  will  be  qualified  to  vote 
at  the  Election,  although  the  names  of  nurses 
registered  after  July  21st,  1922,  cannot  appear  in 
the  printed  register.  Subsequent  names  wUl  be 
embodied  in  subsequent  editions  of  the  register. 

III.  Letter  from  Miss  M.  M.  C.  Herbert,  dated 
June  8th,  with  reference  to  existing 
nurses'  applications  for  registration 
UNDER  Sect.  3  (2)  (c)  of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act,  19 19. 

The  Council  at  its  meeting  on  June  i6th  last, 
referred  this  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended, 
to  the  Committee  for  consideration  and  report. 
'  The  writer  of  the  letter  raises  the  very  important 
question  whether  the  rules  in  respect  of  the  pro- 
fessional qualifications  for  registration,  which  have 
been  drawn  up  by  the  Council  and  approved  by 
the  Minister  of  Health,  are  not  too  rigid.  That 
the  rules  as  originally  approved  were  too  inelastic 
is  proved  by  the  fact  that  they  have  been  twice 
amended  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Council 
itself,  namely  as  regards  the  recognition  of  a 
combined  three  years'  training  in  hospitals  for  men 
and  women  as  a  qualification  for  the  General 
Register,  and  the  acceptance  of  evidence  of  two 
years'  experience  in  an  approved  hospital  for  in- 
fectious diseases  as  an  equivalent  to  two  years' 
training  in  such  a  hospital,  as  a  qualification  for  the 
Supplementary  part  of  the  Register  for  fever 
nurses.  Now,  from  time  to  time  there  have  come 
before  the  Committee  cases  in  which,  although  the 
applicant  is  obviously,  according  to  the  records 
and  testimonials  submitted,  an  experienced  and 
trained  nurse,  yet  she  had  not  fulfilled  the  con- 
ditions laid  down  in  the  rules,  and  the  Committee 
has  been  obliged  to  inform  the  Council  that  the 
applicant  is  not  eligible  for  registration.  In  view, 
therefore,  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  the 
Committee  has  again  carefully  considered  the 
applications  of  several  candidates  who  have  been 
declared  to  be  ineligible  under  the  rules.  The 
Committee  finds  that  these  applications  for  the 
most  part  fall  into  two  classes,  (i)  a  class  in  which 
the  applicant  has  been  trained  in  a  hospital  or 
hospitals  not  approved  by  the  CouncU,  but  has  had 
exceptional  experience  afterwards,  and  (2)  a  class, 
in  which  the  applicant  has  not  undergone  the  re- 
quired length  of  training  in  an  approved  hospital  or 
hospitals,  though  she  has  undergone  some  training, 
but  has  had  exceptional  experience  afterwards. 
It  appears  to  the  Committee  that  in  certain  of 
these  instances  a  strong  case  can  be  made  out 
against  the  exclusion  of  these  applicants  from  the 
register,  when  comparison  is  made  between  their 
training  and  experience  and  the  training  and 
experience  of  many  nurses  whose  applications  have 
been  successful,  especially  of  those  trained  in  small 
hospitals  ;  and  the  Committee  is  of  opinion  that 
some  step  should  be  taken  to  deal  with  the  anoma- 
lous position  in  which  the  applicants  in  question 
have  been,  though  quite  unintentionally,  placed. 
If  the  recommendation  set  out  below  is  approved 
by  the  Council  and  the  Minister  of  Health,  such 


exceptional  cases  would  be  recommended  by  the 
Registration  Committee  to  the  Council  for  regis- 
tration separately  and  in  detail.  The  proposed 
rule  will  apply  to  all  parts  of  the  register  for 
existing  nurses  only. 

The  Committee  recommends — 

(c)  That  the  following  new  rule  be  submitted 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  his  approval : — 

Rule  9  (B)  :  notwithstanding  anything  in  the 
preceding  rules  the  Council  shall  have  power  to 
consider  any  application  for  registration  which 
shall  be  referred  to  it,  by  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee, as  being  of  an  exceptional  character,  and, 
if  it  thinks  fit,  to  approve  the  applicant  for 
registration. 

IV.  Scheme  and  Rules  for  the  Election  to 
THE  Council  of  the  Direct  Represen- 
tatives. 

The  scheme  for  the  election  has  already  been 
approved  by  the  Council.  The  Committee  has 
received  and  considered  several  suggestions  which 
have  been  made  by  members  of  the  CouncU  in 
respect  of  the  rules,  and  recommends — 

(d)  That  the  scheme  for  the  election  of  direct 
representatives  as  approved  by  the  CouncU  on 
February  17th,  1922,  and  the  rules  concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  election  submitted  herewith,  be 
forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  his. 
approval. 

V.  The  Printed  Register. 

The  Committee  submits  specimen  pages  of  the- 
Register  which  in  accordance  with  the  rules  must 
now  be  printed  and  published  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  Committee  has  recommended  to  the  Finance 
Committee  that  the  estimate  of  Messrs.  Butler 
&  Tanner  for  the  printing  of  the  Register  be 
accepted,  and  understands  that  the  Finance 
Committee  is  bringing  a  recommendation  upon  the 
subject  before  the  CouncU  at  its  meeting  to-day. 
The  Committee  recommends — 

(e)  That  the  specimen  pages  of  the  printed 
Register  now  submitted  be  approved. 

VI.  The  Following  Weekly  Statements  Show- 
ing the  Progress  of  Registration  have 
been  Forwarded  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  : — 


Applications  Received. 

General.  Supp. 
Applications    received    week 

ending  June  17th  . .   208 

Applications    received    week 

ending  June  24th  . .   219 

Applications    received    week 

ending  July  ist   . .  , .   276 

Applications   received   week 

ending  July  8th  . .   307 

Applications    received    week 

ending  July  15th  . .   271 


29 


53 


19 


Total. 
256. 

248 

329- 
326- 
289^ 


1,281       167  1,448- 
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VII.  Registration  to  July  15TH,  1922  : — 
-Applications  received  .  .  .  .  .  .    8, 516 

Applications  approved  by  Council  to 

I    June  i6th,   1922     .  .  . .  .  .    5,291 

-Applications  for  approval    . .  .  .     1,325 


Ineligible 

Applications  withdrawn 


6,616 

454 

23 


7.093    7.093 


1.423 


1.  Awaiting  completion  of  form . .  327 

2.  Awaiting  Rulings       . .          . .  26 

3.  Awaiting  information  (Mental)  24 
Note  I.      4.  Awaiting  application  for  refer- 
ence   . .          . .          . .          , .  465 

Note  2.  5.  Awaiting  references  applica- 
tion not  yet  answered         .  .  327 

Note  3.      6.  Awaiting  applications  not  yet 

being  dealt  with      . .          .  .  254 


1.423 
Note     I. — These    applications    all    date    from 

July  5th. 

Note    2. — These    include    cases     dating     from 

December,   1921. 

Note  3. — These   have   all   been   received    since 

July  loth. 

Applications  of  1,325  applicants  were  approved 
for  registration. 

Discussion. 

In  connection  with  the  proviso  mentioned  in 
■Clause  I,  a  letter  was  received  from  the  Minister  of 
Health  stating  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  give 
his  approval  to  a  Rule  in  the  terms  set  out  in  the 
letter  received  from  the  Registrar  after  such  a 
Rule  had  been  adopted  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council. 

The  Registrar,  instructed  by  the  Registration 
•Committee,  submitted  the  following  amendment 
to  the  proviso  set  out  in  a  former  letter  from  the 
Minister  for  insertion  at  the  end  of  Rule  11  ( i)  : — 

Provided  also  that  the  Council  may  accept  as  sufficient, 
a  certificate  that  the  applicant  has  had  not  less  than  two 
years'  training  before  November  1st,  1919,  in  a  General 
Hospital  approved  by  the  Council  having  one  or  more 
resident  medical  officers,  if  the  Coimcil  are  satisfied  that  the 
applicant  has  been  employed  in  the  service  of  the  hospital 
as  a  nurse  in  attendance  on  the  sick  for  a  period  of  not  less 
than  one  year  beyond  the  period  covered  by  the  certificate, 
but  immediately  following  it. 

On  Clause  III,  Dr.  Goodall  stated  that  the 
•question  dealt  with  arose  out  of  a  letter  received 
from  Miss  Herbert  at  the  last  meeting. 

The  inclusion  under  the  present  rules,  as  ehgible 
for  Registration,  of  Superintendents  or  Head  Nurses 
appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  prior  to 
November,  1919,  was  provided  for  in  deference  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  He  did  not  agree  with 
Miss  Herbert's  argument  based  on  the  fact  that 
the  words,   "  trained  "   and   "  training,"   are  not 


mentioned  in  the  Act.  The  Act  left  the  Council 
to  decide  on  the  admission  of  nurses  to  the  Register 
"  under  conditions  which  appear  to  the  Council 
to  be  satisfactory  for  the  purposes  of  this  provi- 
sion." 

Dr.  Goodall  then  gave  examples  of  three 
groups  of  cases  in  which  nurses  with  a  certain 
amount  of  training,  and  large  subsequent  experi- 
ence, would  not  find  themselves  on  the  Register. 

He  moved  Recommendation  III  (c)  of  the 
Committee  : — 

That  the  following  new  Rule  be  submitted  to 
the  Minister  of  Health  for  his  approval : — 

Rule  9  (B).— Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  preceding 
Rules,  the  Council  shall  have  power  to  consider  any  appli- 
cation for  registration  which  shall  be  referred  to  it  by  the 
Registration  Committee  as  being  of  an  exceptional  char- 
acter, and,  if  it  thinks  fit,  to  approve  the  applicant  for 
registration. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  moved  to  insert  after 
"  referred  to  it  "  the  words  "  in  detail  "  ;  with  that 
proviso  she  approved  of  the  new  Rule  which 
provided  that  the  Council — not  the  Registrar  or 
the  Registration  Committee — should  •  adjudicate 
on  these  exceptional  cases. 

Dr.  Goodall  intimated  his  willingness  to 
accept  the  amendment. 

The  Chairman  asked  whether  it  was  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council  to  permit  him  to  do  so. 

The  Council  having  signified  its  consent,  the 
Rule  as  amended  was  voted  upon  and  carried 
with  one  dissentient. 

On  Clause  IV  (d),  Dr.  Goodall  said  that  the 
scheme  for  the  Election  of  Direct  Representatives 
was  based  on  that  in  use  by  the  Genei'al  Medical 
Council.  The  Council  was  much  indebted  to  the 
G.M.C.  for  the  information  placed  at  its  disposal. 
The  Rules  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  in 
this  connection  were  complicated,  but  he  did  not 
see  how  this  could  be  avoided.  When  Dr.  Addison 
appointed  the  first  Council  he  did  his  best  to  see 
that  all  sorts  of  branches  were  represented  upon  it, 
and  it  was  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
drew  up  the  Act  that  this  policy  should  be  con- 
tinued. 

The  Scheme  was  then  presented  and  discussed 
in  detail,  the  Council  resolving  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee for  this  purpose.  The  recommendation 
of  the  Council  that  the  Rules  concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  election  be  forwarded  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  was  approved.  When  the 
Minister  has  approved  the  Scheme  we  shall  place 
it  before  our  readers,  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  they  should  study  it  and  understand 
clearly  the  method  of  voting  when  the  election  is 
held. 

Clause  IV  (d)  was  then  adopted. 

The  Printed  Register. 

Dr.  Goodall  then  moved  V,  "  That  the  speci- 
men pages  of  the  printed  Register  now  submitted 
be  approved."  He  said  that  the  names  of  hospitals 
and  asylums  had  to  be  entered  in  the  pages. 
It   was   also     proposed   to   include   a   title   page 
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largely  based  on  the  Medical  Register,  the  contents, 
the  names  of  Registrar  and  Office,  a  note  re 
registration  fees,  the  names  of  members  of  the 
Council,  the  Registration  Act,  a  copy  of  the  Rules 
up  to  date,  a  short  index,  and  then  the  Register 
proper. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  then  criticised  the 
proof  sheets  of  the  Register,  she  said  the  type  was 
mean,  and  the  paper  inferior.  The  entries 
did  not  conform  to  the  First  Schedule.  That  in  the 
Supplementary  Parts  of  the  Register  there  was  no 
record  of  the  hospitals  where  the  training  had  been 
received. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  moved  the  following  Resolution  : 

"  That  the  Register  be  set  up  in  bolder  type, 
and  on  a  better  qualitj^  paper.  That  the  date 
months  of  Registration  be  curtailed  if  of  more  than 
five  letters,  and  that  under  Qualifications  '  Cert.' 
be  substituted  for  Certificate,  '  Conj.  Cert.'  for 
Conjoint  Certificate,  and  '  Tr.'  for  Trained;  and 
that  in  every  instance  the  requirements  in  the 
First  Schedule  be  complied  with,  and  that  the 
hospital  or  hospitals  in  which  training  has  been 
received  and  dates  be  inserted." 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Macdonald  and 
agreed,  with  the  addition  of  "  Hosp."  for  Hospital, 
"  Inf."  for  Infirmary,  and  "  Asyl."  for  Asylum. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  agreed  with  the  recommenda- 
tion. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  in  the  proof 
sheets  one  nurse  had  only  a  year's  training  against 
her  name.  That  was  not  the  Statutory  qualifica- 
tion for  Registration,  which  must  cover  a  period 
of  three  years. 

Dr.  Goodall  suggested  the  entry  should  run  : — 
Trained  (with  dates  of  training  and  hospital),  and 
experience  covering  two  years. 

Miss  Dowbiggin  said  the  Register  was  not  to 
be  a  Directory.  She  thought  the  one  year  of 
training  a  sufficient  entry. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  a  preliminary  note  might  be 
inserted  intimating  that  three  years'  training  and 
experience  had  been  received  by  all  on  the  Register. 

Miss  Villiers  thought  that  if  a  private  doctor 
consulted  the  Register  he  would  turn  down  a 
nurse  with  only  one  year's  professional  record  to 
her  credit. 

Eventually,  on  the  proposal  of  the  Chairman,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  specimen  page  of  the  Register 
should  be  referred  back  for  the  insertion  in  every 
case  of  hospitals  and  dates,  and  experience  and 
dates. 

Dr.  Goodall  enquired  whether  the  Council 
would  wish  for  another  specimen  to  be  brought  up. 

The  Chairman  thought  not.  Everybody  was 
agreed,  and  it  was  necessary  that  the  Register 
should  be  proceeded  with.  Nobody  whose  appli- 
cation was  not  passed  that  day  would  be  in  the 
printed  Register. 

The  Report  was  then  approved. 

{To  be  concluded.) 


AN    OFFICIAL     NOTIFICATION. 


All  applicants  who  have  been  approved  for 
registration  up  to,  and  including,  those  approved 
at  the  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  on 
September  22nd,  1922,  will  be  qualified  to  vote 
for  the  election  of  the  new  Council  in  December, 
1922. 

The  names  of  nurses  approved  later  than 
July  2 1  St,  1922,  cannot  appear  in  the  first  printed 
Register,  but  wUl  be  embodied  in  subsequent 
editions  of  the  Register. 

All  those  approved  for  registration  on  Sep- 
tember 22nd,  will  be  notified  of  the  fact. 


The  sooner  Trained  Nurses  send  in  their  appli- 
cations the  sooner  their  turn  for  consideration  by 
the  Council  will  come,  as  strict  rotation  should 
be  the  rule. 


INVALID    COOKERY  AND   THE    STATE 
EXAMINATION. 


Miss  A.  R.  Hare,  Matron  of  the  North  Bierley 
Union  Infirmary,  at  Clayton,  near  Bradford, 
who  attended  and  spoke  at  Conference  convened 
by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales,  recently  held  at  No.  i,  Wimpole  Street, 
W.,  writes  to  say  a  remark  attributed  to  her  in 
our  issue  last  week  was  not  concerned,  as  reported, 
with  the  failure  of  candidates  in  the  final  examina- 
tion. What  she  wished  to  know  was  whether, 
if  a  nurse  has  passed  an  examination  in  invalid 
cookery,  and  has  been  granted  a  certificate,  she 
must  take  up  the  subject  again  in  the  State 
Examination.  Seven  of  the  nurses  of  the  above 
Infirmary  have  recently  obtained  a  first-class 
certificate,  and  three  a  second-class  certificate  for 
Invalid  Cookery,  at  the  Leeds  School  of  Handi- 
craft, and  aU  ten  are  being  prepared  for  the  first 
State  Examination.  Miss  Hare  did  not  receive 
an  answer  to  this  question,  but  we  presume  it  is 
in  the  affirmative. 


COLLEGE    OF    NURSING,    LTD. 


The  Lady  Mayoress  of  Norwdch,  on  July  20th, 
opened  a  bazaar  in  support  of  a  Club  for  the 
nurses  of  the  City  and  County  "  and  other  ladies 
of  similar  status."  We  think  these  ladies  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  nurses,  who  organise 
the  Club,  and  raise  the  funds,  and  then  invite 
them  to  share  the  benefits. 

The  Bishop  of  Norwich,  who  also  spoke,  reminded 
those  present  that  "  men  who  had  interests  beyond 
their  profession  brought  to  their  professional 
work  a  freshness  and  a  glow  not  felt  by  the  man 
who  never  for  a  moment  left  the  scene  of  his 
working  occupation." 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  July  20th,  .1922. 

Mr.  Kennedy  asked  the  Minister  of  Pensions 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  dissatisfaction  amongst 
nursing  sisters  who  have  been  invaUded  owing 
to  their  war  service,  with  the  treatment  they  are 
receiving  from  his  department ;  that  some  who 
are  afflicted  with  incurable  diseases  have  been 
refused  treatment  unless  they  submit  to  two 
monthly  examinations  by  Ministry  of  Pensions' 
medical  officers,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they 
Jiave  sent  in  medical  certificates  from  eminent 
specialists  to  say  that,  in  their  opinion,  these 
examinations  are  unnecessary  and  harmful ; 
that  many  of  these  nursing  sisters  refuse  treatment 
rather  than  submit  to  these  examinations  ;  and 
that,  owing  to  the  fact  that  during  the  war  their 
salary  was  in  many  cases  only  £^0  and  ;^50  per 
annum,  they  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  treatment 
themselves ;  and  whether  he  will  have  this 
matter  investigated. 

Major  Tryon  answered  : — The  information 
in  the  possession  of  my  right  hon.  friend  does 
not  at  aU  support  the  suggestions  made  by  the 
hon.  member.  Examinations  in  connection  with 
medical  treatment  are  not  made  oftener  than, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Advisers  to  the 
Ministry,  the  circumstances  require.  It  is  ob- 
viously the  duty  of  my  right  hon.  friend  in  the 
direct  interests  of  the  patient  no  less  than  of  the 
State  to  secure  effective  supervision  over  treat- 
ment provided  by  his  Department  and,  for  this 
purpose,  he  does  not  consider  that  an  examination 
once  in  two  months  is  unreasonable  or  excessive. 


MEMORIAL    TO    CANADIAN    NURSING 
SISTERS  WHO  DIED  IN  THE  GREAT  WAR. 

The  nurses  of  Canada  have  undertaken  to  place 
at  Ottawa  a  memorial  to  the  Canadian  nurses 
who  died  while  on  military  service  in  the  great 
war.  The  project  was  discussed  freely  at  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  the  Canadian  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Trained  Nurses,  and,  while  there  were 
many  opinions  as  to  the' form  which  the  memorial 
should  take,  all  were  agreed  that  some  permanent 
witness  to  their  heroic  sacrifice  should  be  erected. 
The  official  record  of  the  losses  of  Canadian 
Nursing  Sisters  is  as  follows  :  In  the  Canadian 
Army  Medical  Corps  :  Fourteen  killed  by  enemy 
action  in  France,  two  died  of  wounds  in  France, 
eighteen  died  of  disease  overseas,  fifteen  drowned 
by  enemy  action  at  sea,  seven  died  on  home  service. 
Canadian  nurses  attached  to  the  American  Army 
Nurse  Corps  :  Six  died  on  active  service  abroad, 
six  died  on  active  service  at  home.  Practical 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  educational  memorials, 
as  well  as  the  feeling  that  at  the  national  capital 
there  should  be  a  visible  tribute  to  the  heroism  of 
these  women,  brought  about  the  decision  to  place 
there  "  a  permanent  structure."  Permission  has 
been  obtained  to  erect  the  memorial  on  federal 
ground  in  Ottawa. 


Miss  Jean  Gunn  (the  Chairman  of  the  National 
Committee)  is  endeavouring  to  secure  permission 
to  place  the  memorial  inside  the  Parliament 
Buildings  instead  of  in  Major  Hill  Park. 

The  location  desired  is  on  the  ground  floor  in 
the  main  corridor  near  the  entrance  to  the  parlia- 
mentary Ubrary. 

Designs  are  being  submitted  by  artists  and 
sculptors.  About  ;^2,ooo  has  been  subscribed  by 
the  nurses  affihated  in  the  National  Association. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

Prestwood  Sanatorium,  Wolverhampton. — Miss  Kat- 
rine Edis  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Western  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  and  in 
infectious  nursing  at  the  Belvidere  Hospital,  Glasgow, 
the  Hospital,  Little  Bromwich,  near  Birmingham, 
and  has  been  Night  Superintendent  at  the  Hull  City 
Ho.spitaI,  Deputy  Matron  at  the  New  City  Hospital, 
Fazakerley,  Liverpool,  Matron  of  Wirral  Sanatorium, 
Birkenhead,  of  the  Government  Colony  Hostels, 
Coventry,  and  of  Leith  Infectious  Hospital.  She  is  a 
Registered  Nurse. 

City  Maternity  Home,  Wakefield. — Miss  Edith  Morton 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Leicester,  and  has  been  Hohday 
Sister  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland,  School 
Nurse  and  Health  Visitor  at  Burton-on-Trent,  and 
Night  Sister  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Leeds. 

Royal  City  of  Dublin  Hospital.— Miss  EveUne  M.  S. 
Johnston  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  Guy's  Hospital,  and  has  held  the  following  positions  : 
Sister,  Endsleigh  Palace  Hospital  for  Officers,  London  ; 
Sister-in-Charge,  Bignor  Park  Hospital,  Sussex  ;  Night 
Sister  and  Sister,  Evelyn  and  Addison  Wards,  Guy's 
Hospital.     Miss  Johnson  is  also  a  Certified  Midwife. 

SISTER. 

Greenwicli  and  Deptford  Hospital. — Miss  Mary  EUza- 
beth  Hudson,  R.R.C.,  has  been  appointed  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Highfield  Hospital,  Sunderland, 
and  has  been  Charge  Nurse  at  Craiglockhart  Hospital, 
Edinburgh,  Sister  at  a  Military  Hospital,  at  Retford, 
and  Sister-in-Charge  at  Trent  Bridge  Nursing  Home, 
Nottingham.     She  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

HEALTH   VISITOR. 

Herefordshire  County  Council. — Miss  Emma  Jane 
Gleadell  has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Rochdale  Union  Infirmary,  and  has  been 
School  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor  for  the  Borough  of 
Accrington. 

PRESENTATION. 

An  Illuminated  Testimonial  was  recently  presented 
to  Miss  Graham,  the  Matron  of  the  Westhulme  Hospi- 
tal, by  Captain  Bailey,  President  of  the  Oldham  Branch 
of  the  British  Legion,  on  behalf  of  that  body  and  the 
Oldham  Cheer-Up  Concert  Party. 

The  address  reads  :  "  We  congratulate  you  upon 
your  magnificent  work  carried  out  at  the  Westhulme 
Hospital  for  aU  the  patients  who  have  passed  through 
your  hands,  not  forgetting  the  soldiers  and  sailors. 
Your  energetic  work  is  highly  appreciated  by  all  the 
residents  of  Oldham.  May  you  be  long  spared  to 
carry  on  the  good  work  you  are  doing." 

Miss  Graham  thanked  the  donors,  and  said  it  would 
be  very  highly  appreciated. 
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PRIZES     AT    ST.     LEONARD'S    HOSPITAL, 
SHOREDITCH. 


Mr.  W.  Randall,  Chairman  of  St.  Leonard's  Hospital, 
Shoreditch,  presided  at  the  Annual  distribution  of 
Prizes  at  the  hospital  recently,  when  many  members  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  were  present.  The  prize  and 
•certificate  winners  were  : — 

Nurse  Paterson  Amos  (gold  medaUst),  Nurse  Con- 
stance J.  Pollock  (silver  medahst),  Nurse  Edith  Bailey 
and  Nurse  Janet  Anderson  (certificates).  Second-year 
nurses'  examination  :  Nurse  Florence  Blake  (ist  prize). 
Nurse  Margaret  O'Fljoin  (2nd  prize).  First-year 
nurses'  examination :  Nurse  Jessie  McLennan  and 
Nurse  Mary  Beveridge  (ist  prizes).  For  the  winter 
session,  1921-1922  :  Nurse  Violet  N.  Chessworth 
(ist  prize).  Nurses  Storey  and  Jones  (2nd  prizes). 

Dr.  G.  E.  Froggatt,  the  Medical  Superintendent, 
-spoke  very  highly  of  the  work  done  by  the  nurses,  and 
emphasised  the  importance  of  steady,  continuous 
apphcation  to  studies  during  the  three  years'  course. 

We  agree  with  the  chaplain  the  Rev.  F.  E.  Birch, 
who  spoke  of  the  courtesy  and  good  manners  of  the 
nurses,  that  these  are  a  very  important  detail  in  the 
working  of  an  institution. 

Miss  Inglis,  the  Matron,  speaking  to  the  nurses, 
-emphasised  the  importance  of  the  practical  as  well  as 
the  theoretical  side  of  their  work. 


THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 


The  Members  of  the  General  Council  and  Com- 
mittees of  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund,  which  is 
organising  the  Combined  Appeal  for  the  Hospitals 
of  London,  have  given  practical  proof  of  their 
beUef  in  their  own  cause  by  themselves  contributing 
so  far  the  sum  of  ;^i6,672  13s.  The  Earl  of  Iveagh 
has  given  ;^5,ooo  ;  Viscount  Hambleden  ;^2,500  on 
-account  of  a  conditional  promise,  of  ;^5,ooo  ;  Mr. 
Stuart  de  la  Rue,  ;^i,050  ;  and  Lord  Revelstoke, 
Lord  Marshall,  Lord  Bearsted,  Sir  Alan  Anderson 
and  Mr.  Robert  Fleming  ;^i,ooo  each.  The  list 
•  also  includes  donations  from  the  Bishop  of  London 
(;^26  5s.),  Cardinal  Bourne,  the  Chief  Rabbi  and 
-other  clergy,  the  Presidents  of  the  Royal  Colleges 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  most  of  the 
medical  members  of  the  Council,  and  many  others 
who  already  have  very  heavy  claims  on  their 
generosity. 


The  French  Minister  of  Social  Hygiene,  Public 
Charity  and  Social  Welfare  has  recently  sent  to 
all  prefects  information  concerning  improvements 
to  be  made  in  hospitals  in  their  districts.  The 
'Circujar  emphasises  the  importance  of  all  modern 
medical  and  surgical  equipment  in  the  hospitals 
with  X-Ray  equipment,  bacteriologic  and  organic 
chemistry  laboratories  and  similar  modem  depart- 
ments. For  rural  hospitals  the  requirements  are 
operating  and  steriUsing  rooms.  The  French 
Minister  has  requested  the  prefects  to  send  him 
floor  plans  of  hospitals  and  a  list  of  their  equip- 
ment and  the  special  services  offered. 


A  PALTRY  £100  A  YEAR. 

"  I  think  it  is  a  blot  upon  Derby  public  that  a 
paltry  ;^ioo  is  all  we  can  get  towards  the  District 
Nursing  Fund  for  the  splendid  work  done,"  re- 
marked Alderman  Dr.  Laurie,  Deputy-Mayor,  who 
presided  over  the  fifty-seventh  annual  meeting  of 
the  Royal  Derby  and  Derbyshire  Nursing  and 
Sanitary  Association,  held  at  the  Queen  Mary 
Nursing  Home,  Dufi&eld  Road,  Derby,  on  July  6th. 

The  annual  report  states  that — 

The  private  nursing  staff  numbered  38  ;  Nursing 
Institution,  Nightingale  and  Queen  Mary  Nursing 
Homes,  16  ;  district  (borough  of  Derby),  5  ;  district 
(outljdng),  5  ;  probationers  in  training,  9  ;  number 
of  pupils  trained  in  midwifery  and  general  nursing 
during  the  year,  87.  During  the  year  58  pupils  have 
passed  the  examination  of  the  Central  Mid  wives' 
Board,  and  23  have  completed  12  months'  training 
in  midwifery  and  general  district  work.  There  had 
been  492  calls  for  private  nurses  during  the  year.  Of 
these  they  had  been  able  to  supply  only  386.  To  the 
private  wards  of  the  Nightingale  Nursing  Home  330 
patients  had  been  admitted — ^medical  12,  surgical  318  ; 
and  in  the  maternity  wards  there  had  been  460  cases, 
of  which  93  were  private  patients.  A  number  of  the 
public  maternity  patients  throughout  the  year  had 
been  unable  to  pay  the  ordinary  fees,  owing  to  the 
general  unemployment.  In  special  cases  the  Public 
Health  Department  of  the  town  had  paid  the  residency 
fees,  and  no  apphcation  had  been  refused.  Since  the 
opening  of  the  Queen  Mary  Nursing  Home  on  May  7th, 
1921,  there  had  been  87  patients  admitted.  During 
the  year  62,000  visits  had  been  paid  in  the  Borough  of 
Derby,  and  1,920  cases  attended.  The  nurses  had 
sat  up  114  nights,  and  had  assisted  at  42  operations. 
They  had  paid  1,192  pre-natal  visits,  and  had  attended 
1,016  maternity  cases.  In  the  outlying  districts  of 
Barlborough,  Bulwell,  Castle  Donington,  Langley 
Mill,  and  Ripley,  nurses  had  paid  15,089  visits,  and 
attended  871  cases. 

During  the  year  450  mothers  and  babies  had  attended 
the  "  Babies'  Welcome "  in  connection  with  the 
institution.  The  Board  were  sorry  to  report  a  decUne 
in  the  small  amount  received  from  annual  subscriptions 
and  donations.  As  this  sum  was  entirely  devoted  to 
the  nursing  of  the  sick  poor  by  the  district  nurses, 
they  felt  they  might  legitimately  claim  the  practical 
sympathy  of  the  pubUc  for  this  work.  The  Board 
offered  their  congratulations  to  Nurses  Lily  Burgoyne 
and  Joy  Thompson,  who,  after  20  years'  service, 
received  purses  of  ^20  ;  to  Nurses  Aiken,  Bell,  Dobson, 
Handy,  Harper,  and  Monteith,  who  on  completion  of 
41  years'  service,  received  silver  badges  ;  and  to  Nurses 
Payne,  Rushton,  Skermer,  Smith,  Storry,  and  WiUiams 
who,  after  seven  years'  service,  received  Bibles. 

Alderman  Dr.  Laurie,  in  moving  the  adoption 
of  the  report  and  financial  statement,  referred  to 
the  fact  that  the  public  only  contributed  ;^ioo  a 
year  to  the  District  Nursing  Fund.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  expenses  were  ^^2,949,  and  the  balance 
had  to  come  out  of  the  nurses'  earnings,  whereas 
if  the  public  was  more  generous  in  its  support  a 
large  amount  of  that  money  would  be  devoted 
to  the  Nurses'  Pension  Fund.  At  present  they 
could  only  afiord  to  give  a  pension  of  los.  per  week. 

W^e  quite  agree  with  Dr.  Laurie  that  a  "  paltry 
;£ioo  a  year  "  is  a  very  poor  appreciation  of  the 
splendid  service  given  to  Derby  by  its  district 
nurses. 
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Miss  SherrifE  MacGregor,  the  Organizing  Secre- 
tary of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  has  been 
speaking  on  State  Registration  to  the  staff  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Liverpool,  and  is  reported  as 
making  the  following  statement  which  is  pure 
bosh  : — 

"  The  law  divided  nurses  into  three  classes — 
nurses,  who  were  trained  before  the  law  was 
passed ;  intermediate  nurses,  who  were  being 
trained  at  the  time  it  was  passed  ;  and  future 
nurses,  who  started  their  training  after  the 
law  came  into  existence.  To  prevent  any  un- 
fairness to  anyone  the  standard  of  registration  for 
the  first  class  was  lower  than  that  for  the  second, 
and  the  second  lower  than  that  for  the  third." 

The  law,  that  is  the  Act,  does  no  such  thing. 
There  is  a  term  of  grace  for  "  Existing  Nurses," 
from  July  14th,  1921,  to  July  14th,  1923,  during 
which  time  nurses  with  and  without  a  certificate 
of  three  years'  training  can  register,  after  which 
nurses  with  three  years'  certificates  only  can 
register.  But  Mary  Jones,  who  got  her  certificate 
on  the  15th  (and  after)  July,  1923,  is  not  in  a 
higher  "  class  "  than  Mary  Brown  who  was 
awarded  her  certificate  on  the  previous  day. 
Three  years'  certificated  nurses  are  on  exactly  the 
same  footing  from  July  i^th,  1921,  until  the  State 
Examination  comes  into  force. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  State  Certificate 
after  Examination  will  place  a  nurse  on  a  higher 
professional  grade,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  it  is 
of  paramount  importance  to  Certificated  Nurses 
that  their  evidence  of  proficiency  (their  hospital 
certificate  after  examination)  should  be  recorded 
on  the  published  State  Register. 

The  term  "  intermediate  "  is  of  no  professional 
significance,  and  was  only  adopted  in  the  Rules 
to  mark  the  interval  between  the  term  of  grace 
and    the    compulsory    State    Examination. 

Such  silly  statements  as  that  made  by  the 
representative  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
at  Liverpool,  reflect  no  credit  on  its  compre- 
hension of  the  Law,  and  is  calculated  to  bring  it 
into   contempt. 

*'  LITTLE  CUCKUO  FLOWER." 

For  what  the  judge  described  as  one  of  the  most 
brutal  murders  in  the  annals  of  crime,  Simon 
McGeown  (38),  labourer,  was  sentenced  to  death 
at  Belfast  Assizes  last  week.  The  victim  was  a 
seven-year-old  child,  Maggie  FuUerton.  Death 
was  due  to  a  fractured  skull,  and  there  was  a 
gaping  wound  in  the  lower  part  of  the  body.  The 
child  had  been  outraged  before  being  murdered. 
Let  us  hope  the  wretch  who  perpetrated  the  crime 
will  swing  for  it. 

At  Manchester  Assizes,  Walter  Francis  Rawlin- 
son  (28),  boiler  maker,  of  Barrow-in-Furness,  was 
found  guilty  of  outraging  a  girl  of  fourteen  in  a 
wood.  Rawlinson  was  given  three  years'  penal 
servitude.  Criminals  of  this  type  should  be 
sterilised  before  they  are  let  loose  to  repeat  their 
crimes — which  they  so  often  do. 


BOOK    OF    THE    WEEK. 

"  THE  HEAD  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COOMBE.  "* 

We  venture  to  predict  that  this  book  will  score 
an  immense  success  with  the  general  public.  It 
is  just  the  volume  to  take  on  holiday  for  those 
who  abandon  strenuous  reading  during  that  period. 

It  is  written  with  Mrs.  Hodgson  Burnett's  sym- 
pathetic insight  into  the  life  of  a  lonely  child  who 
"  for  the  first  six  years  of  her  life  sat  on  certain 
days  staring  out  of  a  window  in  a  small,  dingy 
room  on  the  top  floor  of  a  slice  of  a  house  in  a 
narrow  but  highly  fashionable  London  street." 

The  house  was  inhabited  by  the  very  pretty- 
Mrs.  Garette-Lawless,  its  inordinate  rent  being 
reluctantly  paid  by  her. 

So  light  and  airy  was  the  fair,  slim  physical 
presentation  of  her  being,  so  almost  impalpably 
diaphanous  the  texture  and  form  of  mind  and 
character  to  be  observed  by  human  perception, 
that  among  friends  and  enemies  she  was  prettUy 
known  as  "  Feather."  She  had  married  Robert 
Garette-Lawless,  who  was  a  beautiful  and  irre- 
sponsible rather  than  a  deliberately  bad  young 
man. 

When  Robin  was  born  she  was  regarded  as  a 
calamity.  Feather  cried  for  a  week  when  she  first 
announced  the  probability  of  her  advent. 

That  Feather  should  become  a  parent  gave  rise 
to  much  wit  of  light  weight. 

It  was  the  Head  of  the  House  of  Coombe  wha 
asked  the  first  question  about  her. 

"  What  will  you  do  with  her  ?  "  he  asked 
detachedly. 

The  peerage  recorded  him  as  a  Marquis  and 
added  several  lesser  attendant  titles.  He  was  old 
enough,  rich  enough,  important  enough  for 
marriage  to  be  almost  imperative.  But  he 
remained  unmarried. 

He  was  reported  to  have  a  history,  but  he 
treated  such  rumours  with  an  outward  cynical 
indifference. 

He  had  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  per- 
fectly dressed  man  in  London. 

When  Robin  was  about  a  year  old  Robert 
Garrette-Lawless  died  after  a  brief  illness,  leaving 
Feather  a  lovely  penniless  widow  with  a  child. 

It  came  with  a  sudden  and  rude  shock  when  the 
situation  broke  upon  her. 

"  Would  they  turn  her  into  the  street.  Would 
the  servants  go  away.  Would  she  be  left  without 
even  a  carriage.  She  began  to  run  up  and  down 
the  room  like  a  frightened  little  cat  seeing  nO' 
escape  from  the  trap  it  has  been  caught  in." 

She  was  not  long  left  in  doubt ;  the  servants 
deserted  at  the  first  intimation  that  wages  were 
improbable.  A  melancholy  picture  is  drawn  of 
the  first  night  in  the  empty  house  and  the  wailing 
child  on  the  top  floor,  while  its  selfish  little  mother 
smothered  herself  in  the  pillows  below  so  that 
she  might  not  hear  its  cries.  With  morning  came 
a  ray  of  hope.  She  sent  to  Lord  Coombe.  Quite 
frankly  she  asks  his  protection  ;    she  would  do 
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an5rthing  she  was  asked  if  someone  would  only 
take  care  of  her  and  ensure  the  continuance  of  the 
life  to  which  she  was  accustomed. 

Lord  Coombe  accepted  the  bargain,  partly  from 
pity  that  so  lovely  and  fragile  a  creature  should 
be  caught  on  the  wheels  of  life,  and  partly  he 
admitted  to  himself  she  possessed  assets  which 
would  have  modified  most  things  to  most  men. 

So  it  came  to  pass  that  he  made  himself  respon- 
sible for  Feather  and  Robin,  and  for  the  slice  of 
a  house  in  the  fashionable  street. 

As  the  child  Robin  grew  older,  she  took  an 
unaccountable  aversion  to  Lord  Coombe,  partly 
owing  to  the  whispers  and  insinuations  of  the 
servants,  though,  of  course,  their  import  was  of 
no  significance  to  her.  Her  mother  was  only 
known  to  her  as  the  "  Lady  Downstairs."  She 
was  too  young  to  understand  that  her  brighter 
surroundings  were  due  to  Lord  Coombe,  who  had 
on  one  memorable  occasion  invaded  the  uninviting 
nursery  and  dismissed  at  a  moment's  notice  the 
terrifying  Andrews. 

Of  the  many  pathetic  incidents  in  the  child's 
life,  none  is  more  appealing  than  the  withdrawal 
by  his  mother  of  her  first  playmate.  The  friend- 
ship, begun  in  Kensington  Gardens,  had  progressed 
quite  happily  until  Donald's  mother  realised  that 
Robin  was  the  daughter  of  Feather.  So  there 
came  a  day  when  Robin  waited  in  vain  for  Donald 
— he  who  had  kissed  her,  the  first  kiss  she  had 
ever  had —  had  gone  away  without  a  word,  and 
the  iron  of  bitterness  entered  into  the  lonely 
child's  soul. 

Later  on,  when  she  is  grown  into  a  lovely  girl, 
there  is  a  powerful  and  dramatic  scene  where  she 
is  entrapped  by  the  White  Slave  gang,  and  is 
discovered  and  liberated  by  Lord  Coombe. 

It  is  a  very  complicated  history,  and  we  cannot 
attempt  to  unravel  it  for  our  readers  in  a  short 
space,  but  we  heartily  recommend  them  to 
attempt  it  for  themselves.  The  fact  that  it  is 
written  by  so  gifted  an  author  as  Mrs.  Hodgson 
Burnett  places  it  in  the  front  rank  of  novels. 

H.  H. 


THE    MALARIA    MOSQUITO. 

Major-General  P.  Hehir,  I.M.S.,  Westward  Ho  ! 
North  Devon,  sends  to  the  Lancet  the  following  anony- 
mous trifle  found  among  his  old  papers  :— 

He  lurks  among  the  reeds,  beside  the  marsh. 
Red   oleanders  twisted   in  his  hair. 

His  eyes  are  haggard  and  his  lips  are  harsh. 

Upon  his  breast  the  bones  show  gaunt  and  bare. 

The  green  and  stagnant  waters  lick  his  feat 
And  from  their  filmy  iridescent  scum, 

Clouds  of  mosquitoes,  gauzy  in  the  heat, 
Rise  with  his  gifts  :    Death  and  Delirium. 

His  messengers  :  they  bear  the  deadly  taint 
On  spangled  wings  aloft  and  far  away, 

Making  thin  music,  strident  and  yet  faint. 
From  golden  eve  to  silver  break  of  day. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

"ADEQUATE  KNOWLEDGE  AND  EXPERI- 
ENCE OF  THE  NURSING  OF  THE  SICK  " 
REQUIRED   UNDER  THE  ACT. 

We  have  received  a  long  letter  too  late  for 
insertion  from  "  M.  C.  H.,"  explaining  to  our 
readers  clauses  in  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act 
in  reference  to  the  registration  of  untrained 
bona  fide  nurses  with  which  they  are  quite  familiar. 
Our  readers  who  form  the  group  which  initiated, 
agitated,  and  paid  for  State  registration  have  been 
kept  fully  informed  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  General  Nursing 
Council  have  administered  it. 

The  Act  instructs  the  Council  to  consider  the 
apphcations  of  "  Existing  Nurses  " — under  certain 
provisions — who  produce  evidence  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Council  of  good  character,  the 
prescribed  age,  and  have  been  for  at  least  three  years 
before  November  ist,  1919,  "  in  practice  as  nurses 
on  the  sick  under  conditions  which  appear  to  the 
CouncU  to  be  satisfactory  for  the  purposes  of  this 
provision  and  have  adequate  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience of  the  nursing  of  the  sick." 

Absolutely  untrained  ignorant  nurses  have  not, 
therefore,  as  "  M.  C.  H."  claims,  a  right  to  be  placed 
on  the  Statutory  Register ;  and  in  requiring  a 
minimum  of  one  year's  training  under  the  Rules, 
the  Council  saved  the  Register  from  becoming  a 
dead  letter.  To  prevent  injustice  in  exceptional 
cases,  the  Council  will,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Minister,  consider  "  in  detail  "  such  cases  on  their 
merits,  withobt  tampering  with  the  provision  for  a 
minimum  standard,  and  breaking  faith  with  those 
nurses  who  have  registered  under  existing  pro- 
visions. 

"  M.  C.  H.'s  "  interpretation  of  the  Act  would 
flood  the  Register  with  "  V.A.D.s,"  "  Nurse 
Mid  wives,"  and  other  persons,  who  do  not  appear 
to  the  Council  to  have  adequate  knowledge  and 
experience  of  the  nursing  of  the  sick." 


NOTICE. 

In  supplying  notice  of  appointments  the  Editor 
will  be  obliged  if  correspondents  will  notify  if 
they  are  "  Registered  Nurses,"  as  this  legal 
professional  title  should  now  be  notified. 


OUR   PRIZE   COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

August  ^th. — What  are  the  principal  causes  and 
consequences  of  dental  diseases  ?  What  preven- 
tive measures  may  be  employed  ? 

August  12th. — ^What  is  meant  by  decubitus  ? 
Give  some  characteristic  examples. 

August  Tgth. — Describe  some  common  diseases 
of  the  skin,  their  characteristic  appearance,  and 
their  nursinsr  care. 
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The   Mid^wife. 


MIDWIVES   AND    OPIUM. 


A  resolution  protesting  against  the  use  of  opium 
by  midwives  has  been  passed  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association  at 
Glasgow. 

Dr.  Scudamore  expressed  the  opinion  midwives 
should  not  be  allowed  to  administer  any  poison. 
There  were  some  whose  ignorance  was  colossal. 

Dr.  Turner,  on  the  other  hand,  pertinently 
enquired  whether  a  woman  in  a  remote  rural 
district  ought  to  remain  in  pain  while  the  midwife 
sent  five  or  ten  miles  to  a  doctor  to  come  out  and 
say  :  "  Yes,  I  will  give  a  prescription  for  ten  grains 
of  laudanum  ?  " 

More  even  than  pain  may  be  the  result  of  with- 
holding opium  when  needed,  and  the  patient  may 
lose  her  life  for  lack  of  a  drug  which  a  properly 
qualified  midwife  is  quite  competent  to  give.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  midwives  are  in  respon- 
sible charge  of  their  patients,  and  considered  by 
a  Central  Midwives  Board  competent  to  conduct 
a  labour,  and  to  care  for  mother  and  child.  Why, 
then,  deprive  her  of  the  use  of  a  drug  which  in 
some  cases  is  invaluable  ? 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Central  Mid- 
wives  Board,  which  has  been  administering  the  Act 
for  England  and  Wales  for  twenty  years,  has  never 
had  to  deal  with  a  case  of  improper  administration 
of  drugs. 


"AN  INJUSTICE  TO  THE  MATRON." 

We  quite  agree  that  discipline  must  be  main- 
tained and  that  nurses  must  carry  out  the 
directions  of  their  superior  officers,  but  if  the 
facts  concerning  Nurse  Mayne  at  the  Strabane 
District  Hospital  are  as  reported  in  the  Tyrone 
Constitutional,  she  seems  to  have  been  somewhat 
arbitrarily  treated. 

When  Major  M'Cormack,  D.S.O.,  Commissioner, 
recently  transacted  the  business  of  this  hospital, 
the  Matron,  in  her  report,  stated  that  Dr.  Hill. 
Medical  Officer,  gave  her  instructions  that  Nurse 
Mayne  was  to  do  maternity  work,  but  she  refused 
to  carry  out  the  order. 

The  Commissioner  said  that  Nurse  Mayne 
would  have  to  do  as  she  was  ordered.  When  orders 
were  given  they  should  be  carried  out  at  once ; 
if  nurses  had  a  grievance  they  could  complain 
afterwards. 

Nurse  Mayne  wrote  alleging  that  she  was  not 
being  fairly  treated  by  the  Matron,  as  she  had  to 
remain  on  day  duty  and  look  after  the  maternity 
cases  while  on  duty  and  was  now  being  called 
upon  to  discharge  maternity  duty  at  night.  She 
did  not  consider  she  should  be  asked  to  discharge 
both  day  and  night  duty,   and  stated  she  was 


unable  to  discharge  all  the  duty  imposed  upon  her 
by  the  Matron. 

The  Nurse  was  asked  to  appear  before  the 
Commissioner,  and  she  stated  that  she  did  not 
consider  the  attendance  on  maternity  cases  at 
night  was  part  of  her  duty.  She  would  be  unable 
to  obey  all  the  orders  of  the  Matron.  She  was 
not  getting  fair  play  and  should  not  be  asked 
to  do  this  duty  when  there  was  a  nurse  with 
maternity  training  on  duty. 

The  Commissioner  said  they  must  have  dis- 
cipline in  the  institution,  but  everyone  who 
carried  out  their  duties  would  be  supported  by 
him.  This  was  the  second  complaint  which  had 
come  before  him  in  regard  to  Nurse  Mayne  and 
if  not  dealt  with  now  it  was  an  injustice  to  the 
Matron.  He  ordered  Nurse  Mayne's  suspension 
and  that  in  the  meantime  she  leave  the  institution. 

No  nurse  should  be  required  to  be  on  duty 
night  and  day.  It  not  only  results  in  indifferent 
care  of  the  patients,  but  is  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nature,  and  therefore  bad  for  the  nurse. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD  FOR 
IRELAND. 

The  seventh  examination  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives  Board  for  Ireland  was  held  simultaneously 
in  Dublin,  Belfast  and  Cork  on  June  27th  and 
28th,  1922.  Ninety-five  candidates  entered,  of 
whom  one  did  not  attend,  six  failed,  and  eighty- 
eight  passed  satisfactorily.  The  following  regis- 
tered medical  practitioners  acted  as  Examiners  : — 
Doctors  G.  Tierney,  T.  Neill,  Agnes  Barry,  F.  W. 
Doyle,  J.  D.  Williamson,  J.  McLiesh,  J.  Booth 
and  P.  J.  O'Brien. 

Examination  Paper. 

The  following  is  the  paper  set  to  candidates  for 
the  Examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
for  Ireland,  June  27th,  1922  : — 

1.  Give  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  pregnancy 
and  state  how  you  will  calculate  the  probable  date 
of  delivery. 

2.  What  are  the  structures  in  the  umbilical 
cord  ?  Describe  how  you  will  tie  and  cut  it. 
Give  your  reasons. 

3.  What  conditions  on  the  part  of  the  mother 
in  the  second  stage  of  labour  will  require  medical 
assistance  ? 

4.  Explain  shortly  the  following  terms  : — 

{a)    Hydramnios ;     [b)    Vesicular    mole ;     (c) 
Quickening  ;    {d)  Pyrosis  ;    {e)  Wharton's  jelly. 

5.  Describe  the  varieties  of  Mastitis,  their  treat- 
ment and  prevention. 

6.  State  briefly  how  you  would  palpate  a 
pregnant  uterus,  and  what  information  you  would 
obtain. 
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AN     INEXCUSABLE    APPOINTMENT. 

When  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Eng^land  and  Wales,  in  February  last,  gave 
the  now  notorious  **  Instruction  "  to  the 
Registration  Committee,  in  connection  with 
applications  for  Registration,  "  to  examine 
only  those-  cases  which  were  submitted  to  them 
by  the  Registrar  as  being  doubtful,"  it  was 
evident  that  the  last  had  not  been  heard  of  this 
matter.  In  the  first  place,  it  reversed  the  In- 
structions given  to  the  Registration  Committee 
on  July  14th  of  last  year — on  which  day  the 
Rules  framed  by  the  Council  under  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act  were  signed  by  the  Minister 
of  Health,  and  the  State  Register  of  Nursesi 
opened — authorising  the  Committee  to  consider 
applications  for  Registration,  and  to  scrutinize 
testimonials  as  to  character  and  professional 
efficiency;  and,  secondly,  it  placed  upon  the 
Registrar  the  duty  of  examining  in  detail  the 
majority  of  applications.  Presumably  the 
Council  will  now  realise  how  much  devoted  and 
expert  service  was  rendered  gratuitously  in 
this  connection  by  a  few  members  of  the 
Registration  Committee. 
*  At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on  July  21st 
(as  reported  on  page  85)  the  Council  was 
informed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Pur- 
poses  Committee  that  it  considered  essential 
the  appointment  of  a  Secretary  to  the  Regis- 
trar, this  notwithstanding  that  a  clerical  staff 
numbering  in  all  18  persons — and  including  an 
Assistant  Registrar,  a  Registration  Clerk,  and 
a  skilled  stenographer — is  already  provided  for 
th€  working  of  the  office,  at  a  cost  of  ;^6o  a 
week. 

The  Committee  not  only  recommended  the 
creation  of  this  new  post,  but,  it  transpired 
at  the  meeting,  that  before  asking  the  Council 
to  authorise  the  appointment  it  had  interviewed 
a  lady  in  respect  to  the  post,  and  recommended 
that  Miss  Darbyshire  should  be  appointed  from 
September  ist  to  this  position,  at  a  salary  of 
;^25o  per  annum. 


When  it  was  f>ointed  out  that  if  the  post 
were  created  it  should  be  advertised,  according 
to  precedent  in  appointing  to  vacancies  for  the 
senior  f>osts  filled  by  nurses,  the  majority  of 
the  Council  voted  against  the  proposal,  when 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  decision  of  the 
Council  (on  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance 
Committee)  as  recently  as  May  19th,  *'  that 
prior  to  engagement  all  applicants  for  employ- 
ment by  the  Council  shall  produce  a  certificate 
of  health,"  this  also  was  ignored,  though  it 
was  known  that  the  lady  recommended  had  had 
two  serious  illnesses  recently ;  when  it  was 
urged  that  if  the  Council  appointed  a  Secretary 
to  the  Registrar  she  should  have  had  secre- 
tarial training,  and  Miss  Macdonald,  after  re- 
peated questions,  elicited  the  fact  that  the 
nominee  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee 
had  had  none,  this  was  discounted ;  and  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee  that  the  pro- 
posal had  been  before  it,  and  that  it  had  with- 
held its  approval  was  ignored.  The  fact  that 
the  lady  recommended  was  a  close  personal 
friend  of  the  Registrar  appeared  to  be  the 
dominating  factor,  and  the  recommendation 
was  approved. 

As  the  point  was  made  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  advertise  the  post  because  the  per- 
manent reorganisation  of  the  office  staff  would 
be  left  to  the  new  Council,  we  may  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  terms  of  the  recommendation  under 
which  Miss  Darbyshire 's  appointment  has  been 
sanctioned.  It  makes  no  mention  of  a  tem- 
porary arrangement,  but  expressly  provides 
"  that  the  post  be  offered  to  Miss  Darbyshire, 
at  a  salary  of  (not  at  the  rate  of)  ;;^25o  per 
annum." 

The  officers  employed  by  the  Council  are 
subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Health 
as  to  numbers,  and  it  is  high  time  that  a 
secretarial  expert  examined  and  reported  on 
the  number  of  staff  required  for  the  efficient 
working  of  the  office  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  and  that  the 
Geddes  axe  should  fall  on  any  in  excess  of  that 
number. 
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OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 


WHAT    ARE     THE     PRINCIPAL     CAUSES     AND     CON- 
SEQUENCES    OF    DENTAL    DISEASES.       WHAT    PRE- 
VENTIVE    MEASURES    MAY     BE    EMPLOYED? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  M.  M.  G.  Bielby,  Cranford, 
Middlesex. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  Principal  Causes  of  dental  diseases  are  : 
(i)    Inferior    quality    of    the    enamel    formed 
during-  the  pre-natal  life,  due  to  improper  feed- 
ing-  of    the    mother;    frequently    to    her    own 
carious  teeth.      (2)   Lack  of  vitamines  in  the 
artificial   feedings  of   infants,    interfering^  with 
the   growth   of   the   teeth   and   causing^   hypo- 
plasia.    Later,  lack  of  mineral  salts  and  nitro- 
genous material  in  the  diet.    (3)  Too  much  soft 
food  in  infancy  and  childhood,  thus  depriving: 
the   teeth   and   jaws   of   their   essential   work. 
(4)    Overcrowding   of    the    teeth   by    a    badly 
shaped      jaw,      often      resulting      from      the 
"  dummy  "  or  finger-sucking  habit,  or  the  use 
of  defective  bottle-teats.     (5)  Neglect  of  the 
temporary  teeth.     (6)  Acidity  in  the  mouth  due 
to  fermenting  food  particles,  especially  sugar, 
the  acid  eroding  the  enamel,  after  which  the 
dentine  or  tooth  bone  rapidly  decays  under  its 
action.       (7)    Neglect   to  keep  the   teeth  and 
mouth  clean  by  brushing  and  rinsing,  particu- 
larly at  night,  and  by  giving  children  sweets 
and  biscuits  after  they  are  in  bed.     (8)  Wrong 
use  of  the  toothbrush,   causing  the  gums  to 
recede  from  the  base  of  the  teeth,  leading  to 
cavity  formation. 

The  increase  of  dental  caries  in  the  last 
35  years  synchronises  with  the  use  of  white 
flour  in  making  the  chief  articles  of  food. 

The  Principal  Consequences  of  dental  dis- 
easies  are.  by  inhibiting  nutrition  essential  to 
the  continuance  of  life:  (i)  Malnutrition 
through  the  inability  to  masticate,  involvmg 
the  failure  of  the  first  stage  of  digestion.  This 
often  leads  to  a  craving  for  alcohol,  indiges- 
tion, gastritis,  and  gastric  ulcer.  (2)  If  the 
mouth  contains  carious  cavities,  septic  roots, 
or  pockets  with  pus-exuding  pyorrhoea,  infec- 
tion is  easily  taken  and  is  also  carried  about 
to  others.  Young  children  with  decayed  teeth 
are  particularly  liable  to  all  the  infectious  dis- 
eases of  childhood.  (3)  Pyorrhoea  alveolans, 
by  poisoning  the  system,  causes  lassitude  and 
nervous  disorders,  also  infective  endocarditis. 
(4)  Rheumatoid  arthritis;  one  medical  autho- 
rity attributes  90  per  cent,  of  this  to  infection 
from  the  teeth  sockets.  {5)  Obscure  diseases 
with  temperatures.  (6)  Anaemia.  (7)  Con- 
sumption and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  (8) 
Nose,  throat,  ear,  and  eye  troubles. 


Dental  diseases  may  be  wholly  responsible 
for  rheumatism,  septic  poisoning  in  childbirth, 
neuralgia,  neuritis,  enlarged  glands,  mental 
depression,  loss  of  appetite,  appendicitis,  head- 
aches, falling  out  of  the  hair,  and  bad  com- 
plexion. Unhygienic  mouth  conditions  may 
persist  unnoticed  for  years,  and  then  suddenly 
result  in  some  severe  illness.  Good  health  is 
impossible,  and  no  drugs  or  serums  can  pro- 
tect from  disease  with  a  pathological  oral 
cavity. 

Preventive  Measures. — The  most  important 
of  these  is  proper  feeding,  replacing  white 
flour  entirely  by  finely  ground  whole  wheat, 
which  contains  the  essentials  for  building 
strong  teeth,  including  more  than  four  times 
the  mineral  matter  contained  in  white  flour. 
Bread  should  be  well  baked,  requiring  the 
energetic  use  of  all  the  teeth,  and  all  crusts 
should  be  eaten.  Plenty  of  hard  foods  de- 
manding the  full  use  of  jaws  and  teeth  causes 
the  blood  to  circulate  well  in  the  latter  and 
keeps  them  healthy.  Hard  crusts  at  the  end 
of  a  meal  help  to  clean  the  teeth,  also  develop- 
ing the  jaws  and  preventing  overcrowding. 
No  new  bread  should  be  eaten. 

The  teeth  should  be  cleaned  after  each  meal 
when  possible,  and  always  on  going  to  bed, 
the  mouth  being  well  rinsed,  using  the  cheek 
muscles  vigorously.  Warm  water,  with  or 
without  liquid  Kolynos,  boracic  acid,  or  milk 
of  magnesia  may  be  used.  Even  better  than 
a  toothbrush  is  the  eating  of  a  ripe,  raw  apple, 
for  the  malic  acid  destroys  the  acid-forming 
germs. 

The  toothbrush  must  be  used  in  the  right 
way,  namely,  drawn  from  the  gums  towards 
the  cutting  edges.  It  should  be  disinfected 
daily,  a  i  per  cent,  solution  of  trikresol  being 
cheap  and  efl^ective.  Precipitated  chalk  and 
common  salt  are  good  cleaning  agents.  Food 
lodged  between  the  teeth  should  be  removed' 
by  a  thread,  preferably  waxed.  A  reel  of 
medium-sized  Lustrine  will  serve. 

The  first  sign  of  decay  after  the  age  of  three 
demands  dental  advice.  The  provision  of  a 
cheap,  reliable  toothbrush  for  the  million  is  an 
urgent  matter  and  merits  Government  concern, 
as  the  pre-war  foreign  penny  toothbrushes 
shed  their  bristles  dangerously. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  Rachel  Dodd,  Miss  M. 
James,  Miss  E.  M,  Robinson,  Miss  J.  Mac- 
pherson. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  is  meant  by  decubitus?  Give  some 
characteristic  examples. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


The  resignation  by  Miss^  A.  Carson  Rae  of 
tJie  position  of  Secretary-Matron  of  the 
Irish  Nurses'  Co-operative  Hostel,  34,  St. 
Stephen's  Green,  Dublin,  which  she  had  held 
for  so  many  years,  will  be  received  with  great 
reg-ret  in  Dublin.  Miss  Carson  Rae  has  not 
only  a  charming  personality,  but  is  a  first-class 
organiser.  She  is  also  a  very  public-spirited 
member  of  the  nursing  profession,  and  has 
given  much  valuable  and  voluntary  service  to 
securing  State  Registration.  It  is  a  very  great 
pleasure  to  her  friends  in  London  to  know  that 
she  intends  to  live  in  the  Metropolis,  and  she 
may  be  assured  of  a  most  hearty  welcome. 
We  note  on  page  92  the  appointment  of  her 
successor. 


The  Report  of  the  Nightingale  Fund  for  the 
year  ending  December  25th,  1921,  shows  that 
tlie  probationer-nurses  in  the  Nightingale 
Fund  School  on  that  date  were  69,  of  whom  13 
were  paying  probationers  and  15  Free 
Specials.  Seventy-three  were  admitted  from 
the  Preliminary  Training  School  up  to  Decem- 
ber 25th,  of  whom  20  were  paying  proba- 
tioners and  4  Free  Specials.  Twenty-six  re- 
signed or  were  discharged  as  unsuitable,  and 
one  (Probationer  Elizabeth  McConnell)  died. 
Sixty-eight  completed  their  term  of  service  and 
were  awarded  certificates. 

From  the  opening  of  the  School  in  June, 
i860,  to  December  25th,  1921,  a  total  of  3,163 
candidates  have  been  admitted,  and  1,937  have, 
after  completing  a  year's  training,  been 
entered  on  the  Register  of  Nightingale  Nurses 
and  taken  on  the  Hospital  Staff. 

The  Committee  tender  their  thanks  to  the 
Matron,  Sisters,  and'  Lecturers  for  their  work 
in  training  the  probationers. 

The  Matron  (Miss  Lloyd  Still)  reports  that 
the  work  of  the  Preliminary  Training  School 
has  been  carried  on  as  hitherto  by  Miss  Coode. 
Sister  Tutor  reports  that  fifty-six  nurses  have 
been  prepared  this  year  in  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  nursing.  The  general  level  has  been 
good,  though  individual  endeavour  and  capa- 
city obtain  prominence  owing  to  a  greater 
scope  given  to  original  work  and  to  observed 
details  of  ward  experience.  The  outlook  is 
fresher,  enthusiasm  is  growing,  but  personal 
effort  requires  fostering. 

Three  Nightingale  Scholarships  for  a  year's 
coursie  in  Household  and  Social  Science,  at 
King's  College  for  Women,  University  of 
London,     were    awarded    to    Miss    Ella    M. 


Thompson,  Miss  Mary  E.  Wynne,  Miss  Lucy 
G.  Duff  Grant. 

Six  Nightingale  Nurses  were  appointed 
Sisters  in  Charge  of  Wards,  six  were  ap- 
pointed Charge  Nurses,  five  Sisters  resigned 
their  posts,  seven  Charge  Nurses  resigned. 

The  post-graduate  courses  have  been  much 
appreciated,  twenty-three  nurses  having  ob- 
tained their  C.M.B.  certificates,  and  ten  have 
taken  a  course  in  the  Venereal  Department. 


Writing  in  Truth,  under  the  heading  of 
"  Nurses  and  Charity,"  Miss  Maude  McCallum 
says  : — 

"  Sir,— A  paragraph  in  your  issue  of  June  28th 
begins  : — 

"  '  I  know  I  should  not  dare  to  breathe  the  fact 
that  Lady  Cowdray's  Cluh  for  Nurses  is  far  too 
fine.  .  .  .' 

"  May  I  enter  a  protest  in  your  paper  against 
the  practice  of  using  nurses  for  advertisement  pur- 
poses? The  Cowdray  Club  is  not  a  club  for 
nurses;  it  is  a  club  for  professional  women,  and  I 
observe  that  your  correspondent  hopes  to  join  it. 

"  Whenever  money  or  anything  else  is  wanted, 
if  it  is  possible  to  bring  forward  nurses  as  a  reason 
for  obtaining  the  desired  object,  it  is  always  done. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Waterloo  a  little  while 
ago  a  large  notice  on  a  hospital  proclaimed  to  all 
and  sundry  that  the  children  and  nurses  ask  for 
help,  or  something  to  that  effect.  Were  nurses 
consulted  before  being  placarded  thus? 

"  The  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  is  another 
example.  Large  sums  of  money,  asked  ostensibly 
for  the  war-worn  nurse,  were  turned  into  the 
coffers  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  a  society 
governed  by  hospital  authorities. 

"  We  are  tired  of  being  brought  forward  as 
paupers  and  beggars.  Nurses  don't  always 
receive  the  benefits  collected  for  them,  though  I 
am  bound  to  say  that,  even  if  they  did,  many 
would  still  resent  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
attained.  We  do  not  intend  our  profession  to  be 
supported  on  charity." 


A  Nurse  writes  :  "  My  dressmaker  is  being 
urged  to  join  the  Cowdlray  Club."  Why  not? 
As  Miss  McCallum  emphasises  :  "  It  is  a  Club 
for  professional  women." 

Unfortunately  for  uis,  it  is  our  profession 
which  is  always  thrust  in  the  forefront  as  an 
unbllishing  mendicant.  We  never  hear  of  a 
Nation's  Fund  for  "shoppies"  or  clerical 
workers — or  dressmakers — or  other  profes- 
sional workers.  Whiy  not?  Moreover,  when  a 
slice  from  the  Cowdray  millions  was  utilised  to 
start  a  Club  for  Airmen  in  Piccadilly  the  an- 
nouncement was  not  followed  by  nauseous 
publicity  and  patronage.  Airmen  enjoy  their 
Club  in  peace.  Why  should  not  professional! 
women    do    likewise?      The    less    said    about 
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millions  these  days  the  better.  The  workers 
want  to  know  how  they  accumulate,  when  some 
of  them  are  living  fourteen  in  two  slum  rooms. 


A  correspondence  is  progfressing  in  the 
Aberdeen  press  on  the  need  of  help  for  old 
nurses.  "A  Nurse"  writes:  "If  there  are 
homes  for  aged  nurses  in  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
gow, why  have  we  not  one  across  the  Mounth  ? 
I  am  sure  there  are  a  good  few  nurses  from 
Aberdeen  to  John  o'  Groats.  Would  Miss 
Edmondson  (who  suggests  application  to  the 
Nation's  Fund)  kindly  see  that  nurses  who  have 
worked  for  a  pittance  and  are  now  getting  on 
in  years,  get  a  small  pension  and  a  home  to 
end  their  days  in?  I  know  a  nurse,  when  old 
and  ill,  who  had  to  go  to  the  Aberdeen  Poor- 
house.  The  salaries  of  nurses  were  rising 
along  with  other  worren's  work  in  the  early 
days  of  the  war  before  the  College  of  Nursing 
came  into  existence." 


Miss  I.  Macdonald,  R.B.N. A.,  has  some 
wise  things  to  say  on  organised  mendicancy, 
which  nurses  will  do  well  to  digest. 


The  late  Mr.  Edward  H.  Eraser,  D.C.L.,  of 
Wellington  House,  Nottingham,  left  ;^5o  to 
his  "  excellent  nurse,"  Henry  F.  King. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS. 

Message  of  President  Epitacio  Pessoa  to 
Eleventh  Congress  of  Brazil. 
The  following  excerpt  is  of  special  interest, 
says  the  American  Journal  of  Nursing,  because 
it  is  the  first  time  to  our  knowledge  that 
nursing  or  nursing  education  has  been  men- 
tioned in  a  Presidential  message.  The  Division 
of  Tuberculosis,  recently  organised,  is  already 
working  regularly  and  showing  continuous 
development.  Tuberculosis  is  a  problem  of  tre- 
mendous importance  in  our  country,  especially 
in  Rio  Janeiro,  where  the  disease  shows  a  very 
high  dieaith  rate.  We  are  only  at  the  beginning 
of  such  work,  as  the  city  needs  immediately 
1,000  beds  for  the  tuberculous.  In  close  con- 
nection with  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  is 
a  public  health  nursing  service,  which  is  now 
being  organised  in  the  Department  of  Health. 
The  lack  of  well-trained  nurses  in  our  country 
is  a  serious  hindrance  in  the  treatment  of  the 
sick,  both  institutional  and  private.  To  fill  this 
great  need  the  Government  has  decided  to  estab- 
lish a  Training  School  for  Nurses.  This  will 
represent  an  important  advancement  for  the 
sanitary  administration  and  at  the  same  time 
a  wider  field  for  the  efficient  activity  of  the 
women  of  Brazil. 


GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

{Concluded  from  page  75). 

We  continue  below  our  Report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  twenty-sixth  meeting  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
held  on  July  21st,  at  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
Sir  WUmot  Herringham.  K.C.M.G..  C.B..  F.R.C.P.. 
M.D.,  presiding. 

Report  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills  (Chairman  of 
the  General  Purposes  Committee)  moved  that  the 
Report  be  received. 

The  Committee  met  once,  on  July  7th  : — 

I.  To  report  that  the  question  of  staff  was 
further  considered,  in  view  of  the  great  increase 
in  the  number  of  applications  for  registration. 
It  is  essential  to  deal  speedily  with  these,  to 
prepare  the  register  for  printing,  and  to  make 
arrangements  for  dealing  with  the  forthcoming 
election.  After  considerable  discussion  it  was 
decided  to  make  certain  recommendations  dealing 
with  the  constitution  of  the  staff  until  the  end  of 
the  current  year.  It  was  thought  wiser  to  leave 
any  permanent  reorganisation  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  new  Council. 

The  Committee  recommend  : — 

(a)  That  a  Secretary  to  the  Registrar  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Council  to  assist  in  dealing  with  all 
correspondence  and  in  the  work  of  preparation 
for  Councils  and  Committees.  They  are  of 
opinion  that  a  trained  nurse  with  wide  adminis- 
trative experience  would  best  suit  this  purpose, 
and  further  recommend  that  the  post  be  offered 
to  Miss  Darby  shire  from  Sep  temper  ist, ,  at  a 
salary  of  £2.^0  per  annum.  Miss  Darbyshire  has 
lately  given  voluntary  assistance  in  the  office,  and 
has  proved  herself  most  valuable  in  helping  the 
Registrar. 

They  further  recommend  : — 

(6)  That  the  services  of  Miss  Stear,  who  has 
hitherto  been  doing  temporary  work  in  the  office, 
should  be  retained  for  the  present  at  the  same 
salary  {i.e.,  £},  los.  per  week).  Her  expert  know- 
ledge is  required  to  deal  with  verbatim  reporting 
at  the  Conference,  and  the  compilation  and  proof- 
reading of  the  printed  register,  and  other  important 
duties  arising  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of 
work  to  be  got  through  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

2.  The  Committee  further  recommend  : — 

(c)  The  purchase  of  a  Card  Index  for  the  Regis- 
tration Room,  at  a  cost  of  approximately  £20. 

Furthermore,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
installation  of  an  Intercommunication  Telephone 
(such  as  the  Reliance  Intercommunication  Tele- 
phone) would  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
office. 

[d)  They  beg  to  recommend  the  Council  to 
sanction  one  at  an  initial  cost  of  about  ^27  12s.  8d., 
inclusive  of  the  yearly  rental  of  ;^i8  2s.  8d. 
(Estimates). 

3.  To  report  that  the  Committee  have  the 
domestic  arrangements  still  under  consideration. 
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Discussion. 

Mrs.  Eustace  Hills  said  that  the  appointment 
of  a  Secretary  to  the  Registrar  was  suggested  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  present  time.  Miss  Darby- 
shire  had  already  given  valuable  voluntary  help 
in  the  office,  and  had  had  wide  administrative 
experience.  The  Committee  thought  it  essential 
that  the  Registrar  should  be  given  a  Secretary  to 
carry  out  the  business  of  the  present  Council. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  opposed  the  appoint- 
ment on  several  grounds.  The  Finance  Committee, 
whose  Report  would  be  considered  later,  had 
considered  the  proposal  and  withheld  its  approval. 
The  Council  ought  not  to  appoint  any  more  highly 
paid  officials  when  the^*  were  already  paying  ;^6o 
a  week  for  clerical  work  and  had  a  staff  of  18  in  the 
office.  Moreover,  she  considered  it  quite  un- 
necessary, when  they  had  appointed  to  help  the 
Registrar  an  Assistant  Registrar,  a  Registration 
clerk,  and  a  skilled  stenographer  who  attended  all 
meetings,  took  notes  of  the  proceedings,  and  really 
acted  as  Secretary,  though  this  was  the  Registrar's 
duty,  as  Rule  35  provided  that  the  Registrar 
should  act  as  Secretary  of  the  Council. 

The  lady  recommended  by  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  to  fill  a  post  which  had  not  yet  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Council  was  not  trained  in  secre- 
tarial work.  She  was  a  very  close  personal  friend 
of  the  Registrar,  and  was  a  middle-aged  woman 
who  had  been  invalided  out  of  Lady  Minto's 
Indian  Nursing  Association  and  recently  had 
suffered  two  serious  operations.  If  the  Council 
did  decide  to  create  this  post,  she  considered  the 
appointment  should  be  thrown  open,  and  adver- 
tised, according  to  precedent  in  appointing  to 
vacancies  for  the  senior  posts  tilled  by  nurses  ;  also 
that  they  should  appoint  someone  possessing 
youth,  good  health,  and  who  had  had  expert 
secretarial  training.  It  was  only  at  the  May 
meeting  of  the  Council  they  had  agreed  that 
applicants  for  official  posts  should  produce  a 
medical  certificate  of  health,  and  had  given  consent 
for  four  more  clerical  workers  to  be  engaged. 
Moreover,  the  nurses  who  had  been  compelled 
to  expend  upwards  of  -^30,000  in  securing  Regis- 
tration, would  have  a  very  serious  grievance  if  a 
lady  were  appointed  to  this  position  who  had 
consistently  opposed  and  signed  manifestoes 
against  State  Registration. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  reminded  the  Council  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  had  said  the 
system  of  inspection  of  original  certificates  was 
too  costly,  and  ostensibly  to  save  money  nurses 
were  registered  on  second  hand  information,  since 
which  time  the  expenses  of  administration  had 
gone  up  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

The  Council  still  owed  the  Treasury,  through  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  ;{5,ooo — an  obligation  they  had 
twice  recently  been  asked  to  discharge. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  supported  the  suggestion 
that  another  paid  official  should  be  appointed  and 
hold  the  position  of  Registrar's  Secretary. 

Miss  Macdonald  asked  the  Chairman  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  whether  Miss  Darby- 
shire  had  had  any  secretarial  training. 


Miss  ViLLiERS  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
post  should  be  advertised. 

Miss  DowBiGGiN  thought  that  was  necessary. 
She  further  enquired  whether  the  lady  appointed 
would  be  subordinate  to  the  Assistant  Registrar. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Dr.  Goodall  said  he  understood  the  appoint- 
ment would  be  made,  at  present,  as  a  temporary 
measure,  and  that  the  question  of  making  it 
permanent  would  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the 
new  Council  which  would  come  into  office  in 
January,  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to 
advertise  the  post  if  this  point  was  made  clear  to 
the  lady. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  said  she  had  not  seen  Miss 
Darbyshire  for  years  until  she  was  recently  inter- 
viewed by  the  General  Purposes  Committee,*  but 
she  knew  that  she  had  had  to  deal  with  a  variety 
of  work,  and  it  did  appear  that  she  could  give 
valuable  help.  As  to  Miss  Darbyshire  having 
signed  against  State  Registration  she  considered 
this  unimportant. 

Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw  was  in  favour  of  giving 
this  necessary  help  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Miss  MacCallum  asked  what  work  Miss 
Darbyshire  had  been  doing  in  the  office  ?  On  the 
question  of  the  health  of  the  candidate,  Miss  Mac- 
Callum said  that  when  she  had  formerly  appealed 
for  consideration  for  disabled  Army  nurses  for  such 
posts  her  request  had  been  turned  down  on  the 
ground  of  the  great  importance  of  good  health. 
Mrs.  Eustace  Hills  replied  that  Miss  Darby- 
shire had  been  helping  the  Registrar.  There  was 
no  question  of  her  being  above  Miss  Parsloe,  the 
Assistant  Registrar.     The  matter  was  urgent. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  asked  if  the  appointment  was 
so  urgent,  why  was  Miss  Darbyshire  not  coming 
till  the  ist  of  September  ?  but  received  no  reply. 
Miss  Macdonald  repeated  her  question  which 
had  been  ignored  by  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills,  "  Had 
Miss  Darbyshire  had  any  training  as  a  Secretary  ?  " 
In  reply  she  elicitated  a  hesitating  and  grudging 
reply,  "  Well  then.  No." 

On  Recommendation  I  {a)  of  the  Report  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  being  put  to  the 
meeting,  12  voted  for  it  and  4  against  it. 

Recommendation  {b)  was  carried  with  the 
omission  of  the  name  of  Miss  Stear,  who,  Mrs. 
Eustace  Hills  said,  was  unable  to  continue  her 
work  for  the  Council,  but  she  thought  she  knew 
someone  else  for  the  post. 

The  Recommendations  of  Clause  II  were  also 
agreed. 

On  Clause  III  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said 
the  Council  were  aware  that  the  Housekeeper 
(Miss  Cameron)  had  sent  in  her  resignation,  but 
was  it  a  fact  that  the  Assistant  Housekeeper 
(Miss  Fenn)  had  been  told  to  send  in  hers,  and, 
if  so,  who  authorised  the  Registrar  to  ask  for  it, 
and  why  was  this  not  reported  to  the  Council  at 
its  last  meeting  ?  She  considered  that  the  Council 
should  retain  in  its  own  hands  the  appointment 

*  Who  authorised  the  General  Purposes  Committee  to 
interview  a  candidate  for  the  post  before  it  had  been 
approved  by  the  Council? 
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and  discharge  of  these ,  officials  ;  these  ladies  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Council,  and  in  her  opinion 
no  one  but  the  Council  had  any  right  to  discharge 
them.     She  proposed  : — 

That  it  be  an  instruction  to  theGeneral  Purposes  Committee 
that  the  appointment  and  discharge  of  the  clerical  and 
domestic  staff  be  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  Council. 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Macdonald. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  moved  an  amendment  to 
omit  the  words  "  and  domestic." 

Miss  Dowbiggin  thought  this  power  should 
be  retained  in  the  case  of  the  Housekeeper,  but 
she  doubted  whether  it  should  be  in  the  case 
of   the   Assistant   Housekeeper. 

Miss  MacCallum  pointed  out  that  both  House- 
keeper and  Assistant  Housekeeper  were  very 
responsible  officials.  After  the  Registrar  left 
each  evening  the  Council's  house  and  the  whole  of 
the  papers  of  the  Council,  as  regards  the  pre- 
cautions against  fire,  were  in  their  hands. 

Miss  Macdonald  enquired  why  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  discharged  the  Assistant 
Housekeeper,    but   received   no   reply. 

Dr.  Goodall  hoped  the  Committee  was  not 
going  to  trouble  the  Council  with  these  appoint- 
ments. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  she  had  brought 
forward  a  proposal  which  she  considered  to  be  just 
to  these  responsible  officials  in  their  service. 

She  was  of  opinion  that  these  women  workers  had 
quite  as  much  right  to  protection  and  security  of 
tenure  as  any  other  servants  of  the  Council.  No 
other  Statutory  Body  allowed  its  officers  to  be 
discharged  without  a  reason  being  alleged. 

The  Chairman  said  they  were  really  domestic 
servants. 

He  then  put  the  Resolution  as  amended,  i.e., 
with  the  omission  of  the  words  "  and  domestic," 
and  it  was  carried  by  9  votes  to  4. 

The  Report  was  approved. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee. 

Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  presented 
the  Report  and  moved  that  it  be  received. 

The  principal  items  were  (i)  To  report  that 
another  enquiry  had  been  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  as  to  the  repayment  of  the 
loan  of  ;£5,ooo  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council 
for  one  year,  in  May,  1920.  The  Committee  re- 
commended that  out  of  the  balance  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Council  ;£2,50o  be  paid  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  being  half  of  the  amount  for  which  the 
Council  is  indebted  to  the  Ministry ;  (2)  To  report 
on  the  proposals  of  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee as  follows  :  (a)  On  the  proposal  to  appoint 
a  Secretary  to  the  Registrar  it  withheld  its 
approval ;  (b)  On  the  proposal  to  instal  an  inter- 
communication telephone  it  approved  the  sugges- 
tion but  recommended  that  consideration  be  given 
to  the  alternative  of  the  Council  establishing  its 
own  system  instead  of  renting  such  a  telephone, 
and  also  advised  further  consideration  on  the 
ground  of  cost,  as  between  two  estimates.  (3)  To 
report  that  the  Committee  had  received  estimates 


for  the  printing  of  the  Register  from  three  firms, 
and  that  it  had  approved  the  tender  of  Messrs. 
Butler  &  Tanner  of  Frome.  It  was  thought  that 
the  size  of  the  specimen  copy  was  not  large  enough, 
that  the  paper  used  might  be  rather  better  in 
quality,. and  that  an  estimate  should  be  obtained 
for  a  certain  number  of  copies  in  stiff  binding, 
instead  of  the  hmp  paper  cover. 

The  Committee  further  recommended  that  suit- 
able advertisements  be  accepted  for  the  Register 
which  would  help  to  cover  the  cost. 

Discussion. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee withheld  its  approval  to  the  appointment 
of  a  Secretary  to  the  Registrar  being  of  opinion 
that  the  financial  position  of  the  Council  did  not 
warrant  it,  apart  from  other  considerations.  It 
considered  that  the  cost  of  producing  the  Register 
might  be  substantially  reduced  by  accepting 
suitable  advertisements. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  objected  to  the  proposi- 
tion and  said  he  should  vote  against  it. 

On  being  put  to  the  meeting  it  was  carried. 

The  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was 
approved. 

Report  of  the  Disciplinary  and  Penal 
Cases  Committee. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  (Chairman  of  the 
Disciplinary  and  Penal  Cases  Committee)  presented 
the  Report  and  moved  that  it  be  received. 

The  Committee  met  on  Wednesday,  July  5th, 
1922. 

I.  To  report  that  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  was 
elected  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

II.  To  recommend  : — 

"  That  the  Council  obtain  from  the  Courts  the 
regular  report  of  proceedings  under  which  nurses 
may  have  been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  a  term 
of  imprisonment,  as  laid  down  in  Rule  4  of  Part  V 
of  the  Council's  Rules." 

III.  To  recommend  : — 

"  That  the  word  '  on,'  presumably  inserted  by 
inadvertance,  be  omitted  from  line  4,  under 
'  Particulars  of  Charge(s)  '  in  the  Fourth 
Schedule." 

IV.  To  recommend  that  the  following  names  of 
gentlemen  nominated  for  appointment  as  Solicitor 
to  the  Council  be  considered  : — 

Mr.  R.  A.  L.  Broadley,  4,  Elm  Court,  Temple, 
B.C. 

Mr.  Theodore  Goddard,  10,  Sergeant  Inn,  E.C.4. 

Mr.*H.  Dixon  Kimber,  79,  Lombard  Street,  E.C. 

Mr."  Sydney  Pitt,  16,  St.  Andrew's  Street, 
Holbom. 

Discussion. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  moved  that  the  four 
gentlemen  should  be  asked  to  attend  at  a  future 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  thought  the  Council 
should  ask  someone  to  advise  it  on  this  question. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  was  entirely  in  order.  Every 
member  of  the  Council  had  been  asked  to  send  in 
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names  for  the  appointment.  From  those  sent  in 
the. Committee  had  selected  and  recommended  for 
consideration  the  four  submitted. 

The  Council  approved  Mrs.  Fenwick's  proposal 
and  arranged  to  asl?  the  solicitors  mentioned  to 
attend  at  a  future  meeting  of  the  Council. 

The  Report  was  then  approved. 

Resolution. 

Miss  MacCallum  then  moved  the  Resolution 
of  which  she  had  given  notice. 

To  instruct  the  Registrar  to  deal  first  with  the  applications 
from  nurses  desiring  to  be  registered  which  are  already  in 
the  office,  and  with  those  subsequently  sent  in  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  received. 

Miss  Macdonald  seconded. 
She  moved  the  resolution  because  there  was,  she 
said,  an  idea  prevalent  that  the  Register  was  being 
packed  with  members  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  and  that  a  letter  had  been  sent  out  from  the 
office  of  the  Council  teUing  members  of  the  College 
that  they  need  only  send  their  number  on  the 
CoUege  Register  in  order  to  be  registered.  Several 
old  Registration  members  had  had  to  wait  nine, 
five,  and  four  months  while  other  nurses,  members 
of  the  CoUege  of  Nursing,  were  registered  within 
a  month  of  their  applications.  That  was  an  unfair 
thing,  and  must  cause  dissatisfaction  and  trouble. 
The  Chairman  asked  the  Registrar  to  speak  on 
the  point  of  the  letter  to  College  members. 

The  Registrar  stated  that  a  letter,  which  had 
been  stencilled,  was  sent  in  reply  to  enquiries  from 
College  members,  informing  them  that  all  that 
was  necessary  was  to  send  their  College  number. 
It  was  not  a  letter  which  required  sanction  but 
merely  one  sent  out  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  the 
office  in  reply  to  inquiries. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  asked  whether  there  was 
any  ground  for  the  accusation  of  preferential 
treatment  for  CoUege  members. 

The  Chairman  said  "  No,"  but  some  applica- 
tions which  had  been  up  before  the  Registration 
Committee  were  kept  back  because  for  various 
reasons  they  were  not  completed. 

Dr.  Goodall  repudiated  the  idea  that  there 
was  any  unfairness  in  dealing  with  applications 
from  CoUege  members.  As  for  the  suggestion  in 
the  Resolution  that  all  applications  in  the  office 
should  be  disposed  of  before  the  new  ones  were 
touched,  it  was  the  most  absurd  proposition 
which  had  ever  been  put  before  the  Council,  and 
if  carried  into  effect  would  hang  up  registration 
for  ever.  He  had  never  heard  such  nonsense  in 
his  life.  It  was  not  a  fact  that  old  applicants 
were  being  kept  back  for  new  ones  to  be  put  on. 
Each  application  was  dealt  with  as  it  came  in,  but 
sometimes  nurses  gave  as  references  doctors  and 
patients  with  whom  they  had  not  communicated. 
Sometimes  the  referees  had  forgotten  all  about 
the  nurses,  or  declined  to  speak  about  them. 

The  applications  came  in  every  day  and  were 
dealt  with  at  once,  that  was  what  was  the  pro- 
cedure in  the  office.  No  preferential  treatment 
was  shown  either  by  the  Committee  or  its 
members,  or  the  Registrar. 


He  moved  an  Amendment,  seconded  by  Mrs. 
Eustace  Hills. 

That  the  Council  approves  of  the  regular  custom  of 
the  office  whereby  ail  applications  for  Registration  are 
dealt  with  as  speedily  as  possible  in  order  of  reception. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  it  was  not  true 
there  was  no  preferential  treatment.  Rule  9A, 
proposed  by  Dr.  GoodaU,  speciaUy  provided 
for  it.  It  was  designed  to  give  preferential  treat- 
ment to  CoUege  members  by  exempting  them 
from  producing  direct  personal  evidence  of  train- 
ing or  certification.  These  nurses  were  accepted  as 
second-hand  entrants  with  very  little  trouble  to 
themselves,  and  could,  and  had  been,  run  on  to 
the  Register  in  less  time  than  others. 

No  organised  bodies  of  nurses  had  applied  for 
recognition  under  Rule  qa,  except  the  College  of 
Nursing  Ltd.  and  the  Royal  Free  Hospital  Nurses 
League,  and  nobody  had  supposed  that  they 
would  do    so. 

Miss  Macdonald  enquired  what  about  nurses 
trained  at  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  and  the  Royal 
Free  Hospital,  did  they  await  their  turn  ? 

Miss  MacCallum  understood  that  some  of  these 
nurses  had  been  put  on  the  Register  within  a  short 
time  of  applying,  before  other  nurses  whose  papers 
were  just  as  much  in  order. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  chaUenged  the  statement  and 
caUed  for  the  names. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  she  had  verified  a  list 
of  such  cases  which  was  avaUable. 

Dr.  Goodall's  amendment  was  then  put  to  the 
meeting  and  carried. 

On  the  proposition  of  Dr.  Goodall,  seconded 
by  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
September  meeting  of  the  CouncU  should  be  held 
on  the  22  nd  instead  of  the  15th  of  that  month, 
which  is  the  third  Friday  and  therefore  the 
regular  day. 

The    Press    then    withdrew,    and    the    Council 
considered  zw  camem  the  1,325  applications,  which 
the  Registration  Committee  recommended  should 
be  approved,  and  placed  on  the  Register. 
•m 

WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 
England  and  Wales — 12.  York  Gate,  Regent's 

Park,  London,  N.W. 
Scotland — 13,  MelvUle  Street.  Edinburgh. 
Ireland — 33.  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 


No  nurse  who  has  not  been  registered  by 
September  22nd  wUl  be  eligible  to  vote  for  the 
Direct  Nurse  Representatives  on  the  General 
Nursing  CouncU  for  England  and  Wales  at  the 
forthcoming  election,  so  that  there  is  no  time  to 
lose  if  a  nurse  wishes  to  exercise  her  professional 
franchise. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

Do  not  delay  to  send  in  your  application  forms 
at  an  early  date. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE  CORPORATION. 


LEGISLATION  ON   CHILD  ASSAULT. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  194,  Queen's  Gate,  on 
Saturday,  July  22nd,  on  the  Criminal  Law  Amend- 
ment Bill,  at  which  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  read 
her  wonderful  story  on  the  subject  of  child  assault, 
and  Miss  Mayo  (Organising  Secretary  of  the  Six 
Point  Group)  delivered  an  address.  Miss  H.  L. 
Pearse  (Superintendent  of  the  L.C.C.  School 
Nurses)  took  the  chair.  Tea  was  provided,  after 
which  the  gathering — very  well  attended  consider- 
ing the  stormy  weather — adjourned  to  the  drawing- 
room  for  the  meeting. 

"  Little  Cuckoo  Flower." 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  opened  by  reading  her 
story,  "  Little  Cuckoo  Flower,"  which  has  already 
appeared  in  this  Journal  some  years  ago,  and  is 
shortly,  at  the  request  of  the  meeting,  to  be  re- 
published in  pamphlet  form  for  wider  distribution. 
The  poignant  "  human  document  "  was  most 
beautifully  and  sympathetically  read,  and  moved 
the  hearers  profoundly.  The  intense  stillness  of 
the  entire  audience  was  an  extraordinary  tribute 
to  the  dramatic  power  of  the  story  and  the  person- 
ality of  its  exponent.  As  members  will  have  either 
read  it  in  this  Journal,  or  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  do  so  later  on,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  it  is 
the  tale  of  "  Little  Cuckoo  Flower,"  the  pride  of 
the  village,  and  the  idol  of  her  mother,  martyred 
by  a  scoundrel  who  escaped  punishment,  who  we 
are  led  to  believe  suffered  death  at  the  hands  of  the 
heartbroken  mother.  During  the  reading  the 
picture  of  "  Little  Cuckoo  Flower,"  with  tragedy  in 
her  eyes,  as  if  her  doom  were  foreshadowed  there, 
was  handed  round — a  "  silent  witness  "  to  the 
need  for  such  meetings  as  this  and  for  the  neces- 
sity of  every  effort  being  put  forth  to  stamp  out 
the  evils  discussed  at  them.  To  have  clean  and 
beautiful  homes  we  have  first  to  do  away  with 
ugliness  and  squalor ;  to  sweeten  and  cleanse 
the  world  outside  the  same  courage  is  needed, 
even  in  a  greater  degree,  because  the  ugliness  of 
the  streets  is  greater  than  any  dusty  corners  in  a 
house. 


The  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill. 

Miss  Mayo  gave  a  fearless  and  earnest  address. 
After  saying  she  had  pledged  herself  to  combat  this 
scourge  as  far  as  in  her  lay,  and  urging  others  to  do 
the  same,  she  explained  the  important  clauses  in 
the  Bill.  It  would  protect  girls  between  thirteen 
and  sixteen,  because  while  a  man  will  often  not 
commit  a  legal  offence,  he  has  not  the  same  scruple 
regarding  a  moral  one.  Rescue  workers  thought 
it  would  help  to  cleanse  the  streets  of  young  girls. 
Miss  Mayo  said  that  while  many  girls  of  sixteen 
were,  after  all,  only  children,  it  was  a  gross  unfair- 
ness that  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  should 
apply  in  the  case  of  a  young  man  "  led  astray  " 
by  a  precocious  and  vicious  girl.  The  law  was  less 
to  blame  than  its  administration  in  many  cases. 
Penal  servitude  for  life  could  be  inflicted  for  these 
offences  but  such  a  sentence  was  never  passed  for 
these  crimes. 

While  there  are  degrees  of  assaults,  the  charge 
can  be  commuted  from  a  more  serious  into  a  less 
serious  one,  as  long  as  the  case  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  magistrates.  Public  opinion  should  be  stirred 
up  and  these  cases  should  be  sent  to  the  High 
Court,  where  no  such  reduction  of  the  charge 
can  take  place.  Women,  she  held,  should  not 
evade  jury  service,  because  many  men  would  not, 
in  their  presence,  dare  to  acquit  these  scoundrels 
or  lighten  their  sentences.  Mr.  Parr,  of  the 
N.S.P.C.C,  had  told  the  Six  Point  Group  that  a 
judge  told  him  he  believed  such  acquittals  some- 
times occurred  because  "  members  of  the  jury  had 
committed  offences  themselves."  She  pictured 
the  ordeal  of  a  child  in  a  crowded  court  (whence 
the  women  had  been  cleared  out)  replying  to 
questions  from  the  counsel  for  her  tormentor, 
contradicting  herself  and  disqualifying  her  evi- 
dence. Miss  Mayo  laid  stress  on  the  necessity  for 
such  children  being  examined  by  a  responsible 
and  properly  appointed  woman,  and  the  deposition 
made  by  the  child  being  taken  down  outside  the 
court.  The  force  of  public  opinion  could  accom- 
plish this  reform.  She  mentioned  Homes  in 
Croydon  and  Wakefield  where  poor  little  sufferers 
of  from  four  to  twelve  years  were  unable  to  go 
out  for  fear  of  even  seeing  a  man,  such  was  the 
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result  of  the  experiences  they  had  had.  In  Croydon 
there  were  two  hundred  such  children  in  one  Home. 

Miss  Rawlings,  speaking  from  the  audience, 
commended  the  late  Mr.  Stead's  temerity  in  ex- 
posing the  criminals  in  high  places,  and  said 
England  should  imitate  AustraUa  in  ostracising 
such  men  as  had  been  convicted. 

The  Chairman  followed  with  some  telling 
remarks  on  the  penalty  children  suffer,  morally, 
mentally,  and  physically,  from  their  parents 
neglecting  to  face  facts  and  stamp  out  a  crime, 
often  from  their  own  homes.  The  ranks  of 
prostitution  were  often  recruited  from  child 
victims  ;  there  were  houses  so  congested  that  girls 
had  no  means  of  undressing  and  washing  privately  ; 
there  were  schools  and  public  baths  where  it  was 
impossible  to  avoid  infection.  She  told  of  the 
ordeals  teachers  had  endured  who  complained ; 
how  the  Councils  refused  responsibility  because  of 
offences  occurring  "  not  in  school  hours,"  how 
parents  took  "  hush  money  "  to  hide  offences — 
sometimes  even  condoning  them  for  a  price.  She 
thanked  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  and  Miss  Mayo 
for  attending  and  speaking  to  them  on  this  burning 
evil. 

It  was  proposed  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
seconded  by  Miss  Dempster,  and  carried,  that  a 
Mass  Meeting  be  held  in  the  Autumn  on  this 
subject,  and  that  the  Six  Point  Group  be  asked 
to  arrange  it. 

The  meeting  was  a  sad  one,  but  it  was  good  to 
see  there  the  Spirit  of  Womanhood  preparing  to 
fight  for  a  Cause  that  cannot  but  appeal  to  women — 
the  Cause  of  dear  little  "  Innocents  "  unknown  to 
us,  but  each  one — as  the  old  song  puts  it — "  Some- 
body's Darling "...  children  playing  in  the 
sunshine  like  "  Little  Cuckoo  Flower  "  one  hour, 
and  the  next — who  knows  ?  Perhaps  broken  on 
the  wheel  of  a  Fate  more  cruel  than  Herod's  Sword. 

It  was  good  to  see  our  Nurses  combining  with 
their  sisters,  in  political  organisations,  for  an 
object  worthy  of  their  noble  profession  ;  to  see 
them  preparing  to  go  out,  with  the  light  of  Know- 
ledge in  their  eyes  and  the  power  of  Healing  in 
their  hands,  to  defend  the  Little  Ones  from  those 
"  travesties  of  manhood  "  unworthy  to  bear  the 
name  of  man  at  all.  And  then — by  their  loving 
care  to  keep  pure  the  path  along  which  the  future 
women  of  England  may  walk  safely  and  fearlessly 
to  an  unstained  womanhood.  It  was  good  to 
know  that  amongst  the  toil  and  pain  of  their  work, 
these  helpers  will  hear  the  Voice  that  speaks  above 
the  sordidness  of  their  scenes  of  toiling  :  "  Inas- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these  My  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  Me." 

Pixie  H.  Baird. 


GENERAL     COUNCIL. 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Council  was  held  on 
Thursday,  July  20th,  at  5.30  p.m. 

Mr.  Paterson  occupied  the  Chair,  and  after  the 
Minutes  were  read  the  Financial  Reports  were 
placed  before  the  meeting  for  consideration  and 
adoption.  They  showed  that  the  various  funds 
were  in  a  satisfactory  condition.     The  Report  of 


the    Executive    Committee    dealt    chiefly    with 
matters  already  reported  in  our  official  organ. 

The  following  were  elected  Hon.  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year : — ^Miss  M.  Heather  Bigg,  R.R.C., 
Sir  James  Crichton-Browne,  LL.D.,  M.D.,  and 
Percival  White,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Vice-Chairmen ; 
Herbert  Paterson,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.,  and 
Mrs.  Campbell  Thomson,  O.B.E.,  Hon.  Secre- 
taries ;  Kenneth  Stewart,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Hon. 
Treasurer.  The  following  were  elected  Members 
of  the  Executive  Committee  :  Andrew  Currie,  Esq., 
M.D.,  Sir  Stanley  Hewitt,  M.D.,  J.  McGregor 
Robertson,  Esq.,  M.A.,  F.R.F.P.S.,  F.R.S.Edin., 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss  Breay,  Miss  Pearse, 
Miss  Cattell,  Miss  Gilligan  and  Miss  Liddiatt. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  architect,  Mr. 
Ferrier,  estimating  the  sum  required  for  the 
proposed  improvements  and  redecoration  at  the 
Settlement  Home  as  being  probably  about  ;^500. 
It  was  decided  to  ask  Mr.  Ferrier  to  take  estimates 
for  the  work,  and  to  instruct  him  that  the  amount 
to  be  expended  on  the  alterations  was  not  to 
exceed  ;^500. 

SETTLEMENT. 

The  Executive  Committee  are  contemplating 
considerable  decorations  and  improvements  at 
the  Settlement  Home  to  meet  which  the  sum  of 
about  ;^50o  will  be  required.  The  Conjoint  Com- 
mittee of  the  Benevolent  Funds  have  decided 
that  money  resulting  from  the  Sale  of  Work  in 
the  autumn  will  go  towards  this  amount,  but  other 
means  will  also  be  required  to  raise  the  money  if 
the  investments,  from  which  the  income  for 
maintaining  the  Settlement  are  derived  are  not 
to  be  encroached  upon.  We  shall  be  very  grateful 
if  our  members  will  do  their  utmost  during  the 
next  few  months  to  collect  gifts  for  the  Sale,  and 
also  we  shall  be  glad  to  receive  from  them  sug- 
gestions as  to  other  methods  which  might  be 
adopted  to  reach  the  sum  required  for  the  proposed 
improvements.  It  is  now  twenty  years  since  the 
freehold  property  at  Clapton  Square  was  bought 
by  the  Association,  and  since  then  there  has 
scarcely  been  a  room  empty  except  for  very  short 
intervals  between  the  departure  of  one  nurse  and 
the  advent  of  another.  Formerly  it  has  been  our 
habit  to  carry  out  internal  decorations  every  three 
years  but,  naturally,  at  the  end  of  twenty  years 
there  are  structural  and  other  improvements  and 
repairs  required,  to  bring  the  house  thoroughly 
up  to  date.  The  improvements,  which  are  now 
to  be  commenced,  will  be  such  as  to  cause  it  to  be 
unnecessary  to  do  much  more  to  the  house  for 
many  years  to  come,  and  to  make  it  a  delightful 
and  beautiful  home  for  those  who  are  able  at  last 
to  rest  after  years  of  strenuous  work. 

GIFTS    TO    THE    CLUB. 

We  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  following 
gifts : — The  Marchioness  of  Ailsa,  flowers  and 
chocolates  ;  Mrs.  Milne,  flowers  ;  Misses  Boradman, 
Cassidy,  Conway,  Cutler,  Denham,  Donaldson, 
Goodrich,  Kennedy,  Lilliecrapp,  Parsons,  Pullinger 
and  Swaby  Smith,  flowers  ;  Miss  Macvitie,  eggs. 
Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

GENERAL    NURSINQ    COUNCIL. 

Sir  W.  Herringham. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  on  July  27th, 
Mr.  Mills  asked  the  Minister  of  Health  whether 
Sir  WUmot  Herringham,  who  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  is  a 
registered  medical  practitioner  ;  if  so,  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  vacancy  which  this  gentleman 
was  appointed  to  fill  was  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  a  nominee  of  the  Privy  Council ;  that  in  the 
provisions  of  the  Schedule  to  the  Nurses'  Registra- 
tion Act  the  nominee  of  the  Privy  Council  may  not 
be  a  registered  medical  practitioner ;  and  in  view 
of  the  infringement  of  the  Act,  what  action  he 
proposes  to  take  ? 

Sir  Alfred  Mond  stated  (in  a  written  reply)  : 
The  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  question  is  in 
the  affirmative.  As  regards  the  second  part.  Sir 
Wilmot  Herringham  was  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  the  last  part  of  the  question, 
therefore,  does  not  arise. 


LEAGUE  OF  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S 
HOSPITAL  NURSES. 


REGISTRATION    IN   THE    IRISH   FREE 
STATE, 

The  following  notice  appears  in  the  Members' 
Circular  of  the  Irish  Nurses  and  Midwives  Union, 
29,  South  Anne  Street,  Dublin  : — 

REGISTRATION   OF  GENERAL   TRAINED 
NURSES. 

General  Trained  Members  Please  Note. 

We  are  assured  by  Dr.  Kelly,  of  the  Medical 
Section  of  the  Local  Government  Department 
of  the  Dail,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  all  general  trained  nurses  should  register 
at  once  under  the  General  Nursing  Council,  33, 
St.  Stephen's  Green.  Full  directions  as  to  regis- 
tration were  given  in  our  Members'  Circular  of 
July,  1 92 1,  and  forms  may  still  be  had  from  this 
office,  or  direct  from  33,  St.  Stephen's  Green. 
Dr.  Kelly  is  most  anxious  to  get  the  nursing 
profession  regularised  in  this  country,  and  the  first 
step  is  for  the  nurses  to  register,  so  that  they  will 
be  able  to  control  their  own  Nursing  Council, 
which  next  year  will  be  mainly  elected  on  the 
votes  of  the  nurses  on  the  register.  This  Council 
will  eventually  control  the  training  schools,  and 
insist  on  every  future  nurse  being  given  a  full 
training  which  will  fit  her  for  the  State  examination 
in  the  future. 

Existing  nurses  should  register  now,  and  may 
rest  assured  that  they  will  not  have  to  pay  any 
further  fee  to  any  future  Government  beyond 
the  small  annual  sum  (we  understand  2s.  (>d.) 
for  retention  of  name  on  the  register  from  year 
to  year. 

The  Queen  has  consented  to  become  patroness 
of  the  Heritage  Bazaar  to  be  held  in  London  in  the 
autumn,  in  behalf  of  the  Four  Women's  Colleges 
in  Oxford  Appeal  Fund.  Her  Majesty  has  also 
promised  some  gifts. 


A  General  Meeting  of  the  League  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital  Nurses  was  held  in  the  Clinical 
Theatre  at  the  Hospital  on  July  8th,  the  President, 
Miss  Helen  Todd,  being  in  the  chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Winter  General  Meeting 
on  December  17th,  192 1  were  read  and  confirmed, 
and  arising  out  of  them  the  President  said  that  the 
unanimous  resolution  recorded  as  passed  at  that 
meeting  had  been  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Health, 
the  Treasurer  and  Almoners  of  the  Hospital, 
and  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales,  expressing  the  conviction  that  certificates 
whenever  held  should  be  recorded  upon  the  State 
Register  of  Nurses  if  the  Register  was  to  be  of 
public  utUity,  and  of  any  value  to  the  nursing 
and  medical  professions,  and  no  doubt  had 
influence  in  securing  the  sanction  of  the  Minister  to 
the  necessary  steps  being  taken  to  ensure  the  record 
of  certificates.  The  opinion  of  a  meeting  of  a 
League  comprising  over  1,000  certificated  nurses, 
and  most  kindly  supported  by  a  letter  to  the 
General  Nursing  Council  from  the  Treasurer  and 
Almoners,  could  not  be  overlooked. 

An  acknowledgment  of  the  letter  of  con- 
gratulation sent  by  the  League  to  Princess  Mary 
on  her  approaching  marriage  had  been  received 
stating  that  Her  Royal  Highness  greatly  appre- 
ciated the  kind  message  from  the  League. 

Amongst  the  letters  of  regret  at  inability  to 
attend  was  one  from  the  Lady  Mayoress,  Lady 
Baddeley,  and  the  President  proposed  that  the 
meeting  should  send  its  united  thanks  to  her  for 
her  kind  hospitality  to  the'  League  at  the  Mansion 
House  in  April,  a  proposal  carried  by  acclamation. 

Reports. 

The  Treasurer,  Miss  Mabel  Sleigh,  said  that 
the  state  of  the  Exchequer  was  as  satisfactory 
as  could  be  expected,  the  bank  balance  at  the 
end  of  the  financial  year  being  ;^i09  13s.  5d.  There 
was  also  a  Reserve  Fund  of  ^^150  os.  9d.  from  ;^ioo 
War  Loan  Stock,  deposit  at  Bankers,  and  interest 
on  Investment  and  Deposit.  On  the  suggestion 
of  the  auditor  she  had  applied  for  returned  income 
tax  on  these  War  Bonds,  for  the  past  three  years, 
amounting  to  £:\  ids.  She  had  great  difficulty  in 
securing  this,  and  at  last  went  to  Mr.  Hayes  for 
advice,  who  expressed  the  opinion  that  she  might 
as  well  try  to  "  get  butter  out  of  a  dog's  mouth." 
However,  a  final  letter  secured  the  £^  los.  Since 
that  time  she  had  received  another  £1  los.,  and 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  future  in 
securing  this  each  year. 

The  Nurses'  Home  Fund  now  amounted  to 
ISi'j  14s.  5d. 

The  Secretary,  Miss  H.  T.  Baines,  presented  a 
report  showing  that  the  membership  of  the 
League  is  now  1,072.  An  interesting  course  of 
three  lantern  lectures  had  been  arranged  for  the 
autumn,  two  by  Lt.-Com.  CoUingwood  Hughes,  on 
October  3rd  (Zeebrugge)  and  October  loth  (The 
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Navy  at  War),  and  one  by  Mr.  Allen  S.  Walker, 
on  October  17th  (Thfii  Royal  City  of  Westminster 
and  its  Abbey). 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Benevolent  Fund, 
Mrs.  Matthews,  presented  a  report  showing  a 
balance  on  the  current  account  (exclusive  of  money 
on  deposit)  of  £15  4s.  gd.  ;^3t  had  been  disbursed 
during  the  year. 

All  these  reports  were  unanimously  adopted. 
The  Isla  Stewart  Memorial  Fund. 

The  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Shuter,  presented  the 
Report  of  the  Isla  Stewart  Memorial  Fund,  and 
stated  that  its  objects  were  to  benefit  education- 
ally, socially,  or  by  gifts  to  members  of  the  League, 
or  the  League  as  a  whole.  The  income  from  invest- 
ments was  a  little  over  £2y,  and  the  Committee  felt 
that  a  fitting  opportunity  had  arisen  to  make 
a  grant  of  £2^^  for  the  expenses  of  a  Delegate  to 
the  meeting  of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses 
at  Copenhagen.  Miss  H.  L.  Pearse  had  been 
invited,  and  accepted,  to  attend  as  a  Delegate, 
and  the  above  grant  was  made  to  her. 

The  Financial  Report  showed  that  the  Fund 
had  £6y5  invested,  and  a  balance  at  the  bank 
of  ;^i6  13s.  I  id.  after  the  grant  of  £2^^  had  been 
made. 

Report  of  the  Scrutineers. 

The  Scrutineers  reported  that  Miss  James 
(Sister  Kenton),  Miss  Le  Geyt  (Member  Central 
Midwives'  Board),  Miss  Nuttall  (Sister  Tutor, 
Charing  Cross  Hospital),  and  Miss  Townsend 
(Sister  Lawrence)  had  been  elected  to  serve  on 
the  Executive  Committee  in  place  of  the  retiring 
members,  Mrs.  Bracewell,  Miss  MacCormac,  Miss 
M.  E.  Moore,  and  Miss  Vergette. 

Mrs.  Turnbull  was,  by  acclamation,  elected 
a  Vice-President,  on  the  nomination  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  in  place  of  Miss  M,  Breay  who 
retired  at  the  end  of  her  term  of  office. 

Miss  Cutler  then  gave  an  account  of  the  Meeting 
of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses  at  Copen- 
hagen, which  was  much  appreciated.  She  very 
kindly  did  so  in  place  of  Miss  Pearse,  who,  at  the 
last  moment,  was  prevented  by  indisposition 
from  attending,  and  said  that,  as  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  National  Council  of  Trained  Nurses  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  she  had  had  the  honour  to 
be  nominated  as  one  of  the  four  delegates  from  this 
country. 

The  meeting  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Social 
Gathering  and  adjourned  to  the  Great  Hall,  where 
the  opportunity  for  social  intercourse  at  little 
tables,  while  tea,  cakes,  Scotch  bun  (sent  by 
Miss  Janet  Stewart),  and  raspberries  and  cream 
(supplied  by  many  willing  hands)  was  greatly 
enjoyed.  Music  was  provided  by  members  of  the 
Nursing  Staff. 

"  Why  should  permanent  teeth  desert  us  after 
a  few  years.  Nature  intended  them  to  be  as 
permanent  as  our  legs,  and  yet  the  nation  remains 
for  the  most  part  unmoved  while  millions  of  its 
teeth  rot." — Miss  Cooper  Hodgeson,  Superintendent 
of  Health  Visitors,  Durham,  at  the  Sanitary 
Congress. 


REGISTRATION    OF    NURSES    IN 
ONTARIO. 

At  last  an  Act  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses 
has  been  passed  in  Ontario,  Canada — after  years 
of  waiting  and  strenuous  work  upon  the  part  of 
pioneer  nurses. 

Hearty  congratulations  to  dear  Miss  Agnes 
Snively — doyenne  and  leader  of  Nursing  in 
Canada — and  to  Miss  Jean  Gunn  ;  past  and  present 
Lady  Superintendents  of  the  General  Hospital, 
Toronto  ;  to  the  active  members  of  the  Ontario 
Nurses'  Organisations ;  the  National  Association 
of  Canadian  Nurses,  and  to  all  the  individual 
registrationists  who  have  so  loyally  promoted  and 
worked  for  this  great  reform.  They  have  won 
legal  status  and  the  right  to  the  protected  title  of 
Registered  Nurses,  and  to  reciprocity  of  registra- 
tion with  the  Mother  Country. 

But  the  Act  as  drafted  may  produce  poor 
results,  and  to  quote  The  Canadian  Nurse,  our 
colleagues  in  Canada  are  fully  alive  to  the  pitfalls. 

After  many,  many  months  and  years  of  waiting, 
after  days  of  attending  a  Royal  Commission,  when  the 
summing  up  of  the  learned  judge  was  to  publicly  state 
that  the  graduate  nurses  of  Ontario  had  worked  hard 
and  worked  alone,  as  far  as  help  was  concerned,  to  get 
themselves  recognised  and  their  registration  legally 
assured,  comes  the  news  of  the  passing  of  the  Act 
respecting  the  Registration  of  Nurses  in  Ontario. 
Needless  to  say,  on  reading  it,  that  the  nurses  were  not 
consulted  to  any  noticeable  extent.  It  will  be  found 
in  the  hospital  notes  from  Ontario.  One  must  wait 
till  the  regulations  as  prescribed  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Govemor-in-Council  be  published  for  criticism,  but  one 
also  asks  where  could  you  find  another  example  of 
regulations  standardising  a  profession  taken  completely 
out,  so  far  as  can  be  learned  now,  of  the  hands  of  the 
members  of  that  profession  themselves  ?  Ask  the 
physicians  or  lawyers  what  they  would  think  of  a  like 
condition  for  their  profession. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Board  which  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor-in-Council  may  appoint  be  composed  exclu- 
sively of  nurses,  who  are  after  all  the  most  interested 
and  most  competent  to  set  the  standards  of  the  nursing 
profession.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  see  that 
the  standards  are  sufficiently  high  that  the  Ontario 
R.N.  certificate  be  recognised  elsewhere.  If  they  are 
not,  a  hardship  will  surely  be  felt  when  reciprocity  with 
other  provinces,  states  and  countries  is  asked  for  and 
refused. 

The  Act,  as  it  stands,  holds  too  many  chances  for 
low  standards  and  constant  agitation  to  be  of  much 
comfort  to  those  earnest  women  who  have  worked  so 
long  and  with  so  little  apparent  success. 

Our  Canadian  sisters  have  only  to  study  the 
Report  of  the  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  which  appears  in 
this  issue  to  realise  that  professional  self-deter- 
mination has  still  to  be  fought  for,  and  won  in 
Great  Britain.  But  with  a  Nurses'  Registration 
Act  in  force  we  stand  on  terra  firma,  and  if  we 
know  anything  of  British  pluck  and  tenacity  we 
shall  make  medical  and  lay  despotism  combined 
with  bureaucratic  ofiice  control,  impossible  in  the 
near  future,  and  govern  ourselves,  as  we  have  as 
much  right  to  do  as  have  other  legally  constituted 
professions.     There  well  be  no  peace  until  we  are 
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free.  Our  advice  to  Canadian  nurses  is  to  demand 
a  representative  professional  Council  from  the 
Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council  and  not  to  be 
content  till  they  get  it. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

SECRETARY<MATRON. 

The  Irish  Nurses'  Co-operative  Hostel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Dublin. 

■ — Miss  Lilian  M.  Flannery  has  been  appointed  Secre- 
tary-Matron. Miss  Flannery  holds  a  three  years'  certifi- 
cate from  the  West  London  Hospital,  Hammersmith, 
and  was  afterwards  Sister  at  the  Park  Hospital,  Hither 
Green,  Lewisham,  and  Queen's  Nurse  in  Ireland  from 
1912  toi9i4.  She  served  as  a  Member  of  Q. A. I.M.N. S.R. 
from  T914  to  1918,  and  has  been  Health  Visitor  at 
Carrick-on-Suir  from  191 8  to  1920,  and  Secretary  at 
The  Nurses'  Club  from  1921  to  1922. 
MATRON. 

Abertillery  and  District  Hospital,  Abertillery. — Miss 
M.  J.  Downing  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  King  Edward  VII.  Hospital,  Cardiff,  the 
Cottage  Hospital,  Mountain  Ash,  and  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  Plaistow,  E.,  Senior  Staff  Nurse,  Charing 
Cross  Hospital,  London,  War  Service  3rd  Western 
General  Hospital,  Cardiff,  and  also  in  France  as  Ward 
Sister,  Theatre  Sister  and  Night  Superintendent,  and 
Health  Visitor  under  the  Monmouthshire  County 
Council. 

Ellerslie  House,  Home  for  Paralysed  Sailors  and 
Soldiers,  Gregory  Boulevard,  Nottingham.— Miss  Rayner 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  London,  and  has  been  eight  and 
a-half  years  Sister  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Leicester, 
three  and  a-half  years  as  Housekeeper. 

Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Hartehill,  Stoke-on-Trent. — 
Miss  I.  M.  Tucker  has  been  appointed  Matron  of  the 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  HartshiU,  Stoke-on-Trent.  She 
was  trained  at  the  London  Hospital,  where  she  held  the 
positions  of  Matron's  Office  Assistant  and  Night  Sister, 
Matron  of  Balkan  Hospitals,  of  Leasowe  Hospital,  and 
of  the  Royal  Victoria  and  West  Hants  Hospital, 
Bournemouth. 

SECOND   ASSISTANT   MATRON. 
Holborn  and  Finsbury  Hospital,  Archway  Road,  N.19. — 
Miss  Christina  MacKenzie  has  been  appointed  Second 
Assistant-Matron.     She    was    trained    at    the    Royal 
Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  has  held  the  posi- 
tions of  Charge  Sister  and  Night  Superintendent  in 
Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service. 
Night  sister. 
Bar  and  Throat  Hospital,  Edmund  Street,  Birmingham. 
- — Miss  Nora  B.  Halliwell  has  been  appointed  Night 
Sister.     She    was    trained    at    the    West    Bromwich 
Hospital,  where  she  also  held  the  position  of  Sister. 
She  has  also  been  Sister  at  the  Cumberland  Infirmary. 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Dover.— Miss  Nellie  W,Lobb 
has    been    appointed  Night  Sister.     She  was   trained 
at  the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  Kingsland  Road,  E. 
THEATRE   SISTER. 

Hospital  for  Women  and  Children,  Leeds. — Miss  Mar- 
garet Rosson,  Registered  Nurse,  has  been  appointed 
Theatre  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Victoria  Hospi- 
tal, Burnley,  in  which  institution  she  subsequently  held 
the  positions  of  Sister  in  a  Male  Ward,  in  the  Children's 
Ward,  and  in  the  Operating  Theatre.  From  December, 
1921,  to  April,  1922,  she  was  attached  to  Dr.  Sinclair's 
Nursing  Home,  Burnley. 

SISTER. 

Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. — Miss  E.  M.  Swann  has 
been  appointed  Sister  of  the  Women  and  Children's 
Landing.     She  was  trained  at  Middlesex  Hospital,  W., 


and  has  been  Sister  at  Addenbrooke's  Hospital,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Sister,  Royal  Naval  Service,  Haslar. 

Royal  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  Bradford.— Miss  Mary  E. 
Hackett  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  City  of  Dublin  Hospital,  and  has  held 
the  positions  of  Theatre  and  Ward  Sister  in  the  same 
institution.  For  four  and  a-half  years  she  did  military 
nursing  during  the  war. 

Hospital  for  Women  and  Children,  Leeds.— Miss  K.  S. 
Jeffs  has  been  appointed  Ward  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary,  and  has  been  Staff 
Nurse  at  the  Royal  Liverpool  Children's  Hospital, 
and  Sister  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service 
from  1918-1919. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Norwich.— Miss  Rosina  Sinnett 
has  been  appointed  Sister  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  Ward. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Holborn  and  Finsbury  Hospital, 
Highgate,  and  has  held  the  positions  of  Staff  Nurse  at 
the  Welsh  Metropolitan  Hospital,  Whitchurch,  South 
Wales,  Stafif  Nurse  at  the  .5th  Northern  Hospital, 
Leicester,  Sister  at  the  Municipal  Hospital,  Willesden, 
and  Sister  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Ham. 

QUEEN  ALEXANDRA'S    IMPERIAL   MILITARY 
NURSING    SERVICE. 

The  London  Gazette  notifies  the  following  appoint- 
ments : — 

Miss  A.  G.  Murrie  to  be  Staff  Nurse,  November  5th, 
1921.  Miss  S.  A.  Harries  to  be  Staff  Nurse,  December 
1 92 1 . 

QUEEN  ALEXANDRAS    MILITARY    FAMILIES 
NURSING    SERVICE. 

The  following  to  be  Staff  Nurses  : — Miss  M.  N.  K. 
Rae,  November  22nd,  1921  ;  Miss  E.  B.  Stalker, 
December  5th,  1921. 


EXAMINATIONS     AND     PRIZES. 

Prize  Day  was  held  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury 
Hospital  on  the  14th  ult.,when  the  Dean  of  Canterbury 
presided,  and  Mrs.  Wace  presented  the  prizes. 

Dr.  Williams  read  the  results  of  the  examinations 
held  from  May  31st  to  June  2nd.  Ten  nurses  entered, 
with  the  following  results  :  Paper  on  medical  subjcts, 
all  passed  ;  paper  on  surgical  subjects,  eight  passed  ; 
examination  (viva)  on  all  practical  subjects  and  on 
theory  of  nursing,  all  passed,  eight  receiving  first-class 
passes ;  needlework,  including  splints,  bandages, 
swabs,  &c.,  all  passed. 

Dr.  Williams  read  a  letter  from  Miss  Armstrong, 
Sister-Tutor  at  the  Royal  Northern  Hospital,  London, 
who  examined  the  Senior  Nurses  on  June  ist  in  practical 
nursing  work.     She  wrote  :— 

"  Their  practical  work  was  well  done,  the  nurses 
worked  quickly  and  were  neat  in  method  and  manner. 
They  attacked  the  tasks  set  with  confidence,  and 
answered  the  questions  concerning  the  cases  they  had 
to  deal  with  correctly  and  thoughtfully.  Questions 
with  regard  to  surgical  instruments  and  appliances 
were  answered  well,  on  the  whole,  and  bandages  were 
well  applied." 

BEQUESTS    TO     NURSES. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Morgan,  of  Workington,  has  received 
a  bequest  of  ;^5,ooo  from  a  former  patient  whom  she 
nursed  for  about  10  months.  She  declines  to  give  the 
name  of  the  testatrix,  who  is  said  to  have  been  a  lady  of 
title.  Miss  Morgan,  who  is  a  native  of  Workington,  is 
at  present  Senior  Health  Visitor  in  that  town. 

The  late  Mr.  Edward  Vaughan  of  Pitminster, 
Somerset,  who  left  £300,000,  bequeathed  ;^i,ooo  to 
Nurse  Ellen  Blackwill,  ;£ioo  to  his  sister's  attendant, 
Emma  Kilminster,  and  £25  to  Nurse  Minnie  E.  Drewer. 
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The  Mecca  of  the  Thrifty 

WALLIS'S  HOLD  THE  FOREMOST  POSITION  FOR 

ECONOMY      IN 

NDRSES'  UNIFORMS  and  OUTFITS 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 

i     THOMAS  WALLIS  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  are  experienced  j 

Contractors  for  Hospital  Furnishings  of  every 

description.     Whatever  your  requirements  we  • 

•     guarantee  that   same    high    "Standard   of   Ex-  '• 

:     cellence"   that   has    made  our    name  famous.  : 

THOMAS  WALOs<Sr^^^C        Ltd., 

HOLBORN    CIRCUS,   LONDON,  E.C.   1. 


Ube  3Birtb  Control  IRcwe 

THE  OFFICIAL  ORGAN  OF    THE   C.B.C. 

{Society  for  Constructive  Birth  Control  and  Racial  Progress.) 

Id.  MONTHLY   from  the  Bookstalls  or  direct. 

Gives  News  of  the  Birth  Control  Movement  all  over  the  World. 

Deserves  its  title  :   "  The  Statesman's  Newspaper." 
The  Nursing  Profession  will  find  in  The  Birth  Control  News  just  what  it  wants. 

JOIN   THE    C.B.C. 


And  attend  the  interesting  Lectures 

and  discussions. 
Visit    the    Birth    Control     Clinic    at 

61,      Marlborough       Road,       and 

acquaint        yourself        with        its 

work. 


Get  Members  for  the  C.B.C.  and 
strengthen  the  hands  of  progress 
against  organised  reactionary 
opposition. 

Write  for  Literature  and  Membership 
Forms  to  the 


Hon.  Sec,  C.B.C,   61,  Marlborough    Road,  HoUoway,  N. 
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ROYAL  SANITARY  INSTITUTE. 

CONGRESS    AT     BOURNEMOUTH. 

There  was  much  enthusiasm  evinced,  and 
with  justice,  at  the  splendid  meetings  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Congress.  I  attended 
the  sessions  of  "  Sanitary  Science "  and  of 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  including  School 
Hygiene.  The  presidential  addresses  of  these  had 
an  audience  of  300  and  the  average  attendance 
was  about  100. 

Sir  George  Newman  urged  co  -  ordination 
between  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Hygiene,  which  were  all  one  problem,  and  advo- 
cated that  where  possible  the  same  institution 
should  be  used  and  the  same  medical  and  nursing 
officers  employed.  Scientific  study  of  (i)  Maternal 
Mortality,  (2)  Infant  Mortahty,  (3)  Morbidity  and 
Death,  i  to  5  years,  (4)  Morbidity  and  Death,  5  to 
14  years,  should  be  carefully  made  by  those  in 
authority  of  each  several  area  and  the  results 
compared  with  those  obtained  elsewhere. 

He  said  that  the  mothers,  in  producing  healthy 
children,  gave  the  State  the  highest  and  best  form 
of  service,  and  that  we  ought  to  see  to  it  that  at 
the  time  of  making  their  patriotic — he  would 
almost  say  divine — contribution,  all  mothers 
should  have  the  advantage  of  being  well  handled 
and  having  skilled  help.  Mothers  should  have 
better  homes  as  well  as  better  midwifery  service. 

There  is  far  too  little  care  given  to  the  i  to  5 
year  old  child,  for  at  5  years  of  age  35  per  cent, 
require  medical  attention,  and  it  is  just  between 
I  to  5  years  that  the  great  immunities  of  life  from 
preventable  disease  may  be  established.  At  5 
years,  too,  education,  in  his  opinion,  should  be 
more  of  nurture  than  instruction. 

At  the  present  time  though  the  nation  asks  for 
preventive  medicine  and  the  Public  Health  Service 
is  capable  of  supplying  it,  there  is  not  sufficient 
money  forthcoming.  It  should  be  remembered, 
however,  that  to  have  the  means  for  creating 
a  healthy  nation,  able  to  work  and  enjoy  life,  no 
economy  in  other  directions  can  be  more  well 
worth  while.  Health  Service  is  not  reducing 
disease  and  death,  but  creating  a  new  life — a  better, 
larger,  and  stronger  life,  bodily,  mentally,  and  for 
that  we  call  the  soul.  Much  has  been  accomplished 
within  the  past  fifteen  years.  Four  outstanding 
facts  should  give  inspiration  for  further  efforts.: — 

Two  and  a-quarter  mUUon  children  have  been 
placed  under  immediate  medical  supervision. 

One  thousand  clinics  exist,  at  which  millions  of 
attendances  are  made  annually  by  children. 

The  verminous  child  has  disappeared  from  our 
schools. 

Real  malnutrition  no  longer  exists. 

The  address  was  altogether  very  inspiring,  and 
he  charged  all  to  work  and  take  courage  by 
remembering,  as  he  did,  that  in  the  words  of 
Emerson,  we  must  learn  the  great  lesson  of  putting 
the  meaning  of  the  centuries  and  years  over 
against  the  days  and  hours,  that  the  work  now 
being  done  would  show  its  fruit  a  hundred  years 
hence. 


The  discussions  were  all  at  a  really  high  level 
and  many  persons  of  note  and  of  wide  experience 
took  part. 

Bournemouth  did  wonders  in  the  way  of  hos- 
pitality and  concessions  of  tram  fares,  pier  tolls 
and  so  forth.     The  Exhibition  was  well  attended. 

E.    B.    KiNGSFORD. 


COMMITTEE    ON   ADMINISTRATION  OF 
PUBLIC  MENTAL  HOSPITALS. 

This  Committee,  consisting  of  Sir  Cyril  Cobb, 
K.B.E.,  M.P.  (Chairman),  Dr.  Percy  Smith, 
M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  and  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  M.D., 
F.R.C.P.,  with  Mr.  P.  Barter  as  Secretary,  which 
was  appointed  in  December  last  to  investigate  the 
charges  made  by  Dr.  Lomax  in  his  book  ''  The 
Experiences  of  an  Asylum  Doctor,"  has  now  issued 
its  report. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  Com- 
mittee's  principal   recommendations  : — 

(a)  That  for  the  future  the  size  of  mental 
hospitals  should  so  far  as  possible  be  limited 
to  accommodation  for  1,000  patients. 

(b)  That  in  classification  of  patients,  account 
should  be  taken  of  the  home  conditions  and 
surroundings  from  which  they  come. 

(c)  That  the  Superintendent  of  a  mental  hospital, 
should  be  a  medical  man  who  should  have  un- 
divided control  of  the  medical  and  administrative 
work  ;  and  that  a  small  Advisory  Board,  preferably 
associated  with  the  Board  of  Control,  should  be 
available  for  consultation  by  Visiting  Committees 
when  making  these  appointments. 

(d)  That  the  number  of  Assistant  Medical 
Ofi&cers  should  be  increased,  and  that  facilities 
for  study-leave  should  be  given. 

(e)  That  the  Departmental  Committee  on  the 
Nursing  Service  should  consider  whether  some 
distinction  cannot  be  made  between  the  two 
duties  of  mental  nurses,  namely,  nursing  proper 
and  social  duties,  and  that  the  hours  devoted 
to  the  former  should  be  relatively  few,  but  that 
more  time  should  be  given  to  the  latter,  and  that 
the  present  rigid  system  involving  short  shifts 
of   duty   should   be   discontinued. 

(f)  That  the  diet  of  mental  hospitals  requires 
improvement  in  the  direction  of  greater  variety. 

(g)  That  the  employment  of  patients  could  be 
improved  by  the  appointment  of  a  special  officer 
at  each  institution  as  Occupations  Officer. 

(h)  That  the  organisation  of  after-care  work 
needs  to  be  considerably  strengthened  and  ex- 
tended. 

(i)  That  the  possibilities  of  co-ordinating  higher 
research  work  by  concentrating  it  in  a  few  fuUy 
equipped   institutions   should   be   considered. 

(j)  That  Visiting  Committees  should  be  strength- 
ened by  the  co-option  of  persons  who  have  special 
qualifications  and  time  to  devote  to  the  work, 
and  that  they  should  consider  the  authorisation  of 
some  small  unofficial  committee  to  visit  the 
mental  hospitals  from  time  to  time. 

(k)  That  the  Board  of  Control  needs  additional 
assistance  to  carry  out  their  work. 
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♦♦NO    MORE    WAR''  PROCESSION. 


The  sight  presented  to  the  eye  of  the  pedestrian 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  July  29th,  when  the 
Section  of  the  "No  More  War"  Procession, 
organised  by  the  British  Section  of 'the  Women's 
International  League  of  Peace  and  Freedom, 
started  from  the  Embankment,  was  very  fine. 
It  consisted  almost  entirely  of  women  and  children, 
each  the  bearer  of  a  bunch  of  flowers,  which, 
together  with  the  gay  banners  and  pennons,  gave 
a  striking  note  of  colour. 

The  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  had 
been  asked  to  organise  the  Nurses'  Section  under 
the  aegis  of  the  W.I.L.P.,  and  Mrs.  Northwood, 
on  behalf  of  the  Union,  laid  upon  the  Cenotaph 
a  handsome  bouquet  of  flowers,  together  with  an 
illuminated  card  bearing  the  words  :— 

"  The  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses. — 
May  our  work  be  for  the  healing  of  the  nations, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  destruction." 

Mrs.  Armstrong,  on  behalf  of  those  of  the 
P.U.T.N.  who  served  in  the  Army  during  the  war, 
also  laid  on  the  steps  a  bunch  of  flowers,  together 
with  an  appropriate  card,  as  did  Miss  Le  Geyt 
on  behalf  of  the  Public  Health  Section.  There 
were  also  beautifully  illuminated  cards  from  the 
Women's  International  League  of  Peace  and 
the  Women  Sanitary  Inspectors'  and  Health 
Visitors'  Association. 

One  of  the  most  charming  features  of  this 
special  Section  of  the  procession  was  the  band 
of  girls  clad  in  white  and  gold,  representing  the 
Eccleston  Guild  House. 

The  great  success  of  their  work  must  be  very 
encouraging  to  the  Women's  International  League 
of  Peace,  who  were  entirely  responsible  for  the 
arrangements  of  this  special  branch  of  the  proces- 
sion. 


LITTLE    CUCKOO    FLOWER. 


At  the  London  Sessions,  on  July  27th,  Robert 
Charles  Hill,  Walworth,  was  sentenced  by  Mr. 
A.  J.  Lawrie  to  nine  months'  imprisonment 
without  hard  labour,  for  an  offence  against  a  little 
girl    of    ten. 

Police  evidence  showed  that  the  prisoner  was 
at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  for  several  years  its  chairman. 
From  1902  to  19 12  he  was  a  member  of  the  West- 
minster City  Council,  and  a  special  constable  from 
1916  to  1921. 

The  prisoner,  when  sentenced,  declared  his 
innocence. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

August  12th. — ^What  is'" meant  by  decubitus? 
Give  some  characteristic  examples. 

August  1 9^A.— Describe  some  common  diseases 
of  the  skin,  their  characteristic  appearance,  and 
their  nursing  care. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

A     ONE-PORTAL     EXAMINATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 

Madam, — On  July  13th,  the  nursing  authorities 
of  England  and  Wales  were  invited  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  to  confer  with  them  with  regard 
to  the  draft  syllabus  of  examination. 

After  full  consideration,  the  following  resolution 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

"  That  the  examination  be  divided  into  two 
parts  ;  the  first  examination  covering  the  subjects 
of  Elementary  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hygiene, 
to  be  the  preliminary  examination  for  admission 
to  the  Register  or  any  Supplementary  Register. 
Training  for  this  examination  may  be  taken  at  any 
Hospital  (General,  Mental,  Fever  or  Children's) 
certified  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  as 
affording  proper  facilities." 

It  is  surprising  to  learn  that  at  the  meeting  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  on  July  21st,  the  only 
step  taken  to  give  effect  to  this  resolution  was  to 
refer  it  back  to  the  Education  Committee  for 
report. 

Many  consider  one  examination  at  the  end  of  a 
three  years'  training  quite  inadequate ;  many 
consider  it  of  the  first  importance  that  there  should 
be  a  one-portal  examination  through  which  every 
Nurse  must  pass  before  she  can  enter  the  pro- 
fession, whatever  branch  she  may  elect  to  take  up. 

I  hope  that  those  interested  in  nursing  will  not 
allow  this  matter  to  be  pigeon-holed,  but  wiU 
insist  that  the  Education  Committee  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  formulate  a  scheme  to  carry  out 
the  clearly  expressed  views  of  the  Conference 
without  further  delay. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
H.  WoLSELEY  Lewis,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S. 
Medical  Superintendent. 

Kent    County    Mental    Hospital, 
Maidstone. 

"ONCE    BITTEN,"     «Sc. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — If  you  consider  the  matter 
worthy  of  space,  may  I,  as  a  student  of  occult 
truth,  point  out  that  a  future  incarnation  of  our 
Editor  fifty  years  hence  is  extremely  unlikely. 

Earth-lives  spent  mainly  in  unselfish  aspiration 
and  endeavour  are  generally  separated  by  a  period 
of  about  1,500  years,  the  greater  part  of  this 
intervening  period  being  passed  in  the  bliss  of  the 
heaven- world.  So  those  who  have  so  long  fought 
for  their  ideals  of  nursing  will  probably  find  these 
in  full  manifestation,  on  their  rebirth,  and  wiU  be 
able  and  ready  to  apply  their  exceptional  reforming 
p,nd  organising  faculty  to  some  other  neglected 
point  of  evolution. 

M.    M.    G.    BlELBY. 

[The  Editor  sincerely  hopes  that  she  wUl  never 
again  be  called  upon  to  take  part  in  any  evolu- 
tionary movement — at  all  events  until  Truth  and 
Honour  are  recognised  as  indispensable  adjuncts  to 
progress. — Ed.] 
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THe   Mid^rife. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 


A  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  was 
held  at  the  Board  Room,  i,  Queen  Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  on  July  27,  Sir  Francis  Champneys, 
Bart,  presiding. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Miss  Puxley,  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  stating  the  view  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  on  the  subject  of  the  use  of  Pituitrin 
by  midwives,  and  asking  for  the  observations  of 
the  Board  thereon. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Minister  of  Health  be 
thanked  for  the  expression  of  his  views  on  the 
subject  of  the  use  of  Pituitrin  by  midwives,  and 
that  he  be  informed  that  the  Board  has  no  obser- 
vations to  offer  with  regard  thereto. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
Surrey  County  Council  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Board  to  the  Rule  as  to  the  use  of  drugs  by 
midwives  recently  made  by  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Scotland,  and  asking  for  the  Board's 
views  as  to  the  desirability  of  adopting  a  similar 
Rule  in  this  country. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Surrey 
County  Council  be  informed  that  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  has  always  declined  to  schedule 
drugs  except  in  so  far  as  stated  in  Rule  E.  19. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  a  copy  of  the  Board's 
Memorandum  on  the  administration  of  drugs  by 
midwives  be  forwarded  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Surrey 
County  Council. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
Middlesex  County  Council  reporting  the  case  of 
a  midwife  who  had  administered  to  a  patient  a 
whiff  of  chloroform,  but  who  had  failed  to  record 
the  fact  in  her  Register  of  Cases,  and  asking  for 
the  Board's  views  as  to  the  desirability  of  a 
midwife  administering  chloroform. 

It  was  agreed  to  reply  (i)  That  in  failing  to 
record  the  administration  of  "  a  whiff  of  chloro- 
form "  in  her  Register  of  Cases  the  midwife  in 
question  committed  a  breach  of  Rule  E.  19. 
(2)  The  Board  will  be  glad  to  know  whether  the 
Middlesex  County  Council  are  prepared  to  find 
a  prima  facie  case  in  order  that  the  midwife  may 
be  the  subject  of  penal  proceedings  before  the 
Central  Midwives  Board. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Director,  Division  of 
Nursing,  Department  of  Health,  New  Zealand, 
setting  forth  a  ruling  made  by  the  Registrar  of 
Midwives  in  New  Zealand,  as  to  the  registration 
in  New  Zealand  of  midwives  who  hold  the  Board's 
Certificate. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  letter  be  received. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Manchester,  Salford  and  District  Branch  of  the 
National  Council  of  Women  forwarding  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  which  had  been  passed  by  the 
Council : — 


This  Branch  of  the  National  Council  of  Women  is 
convinced  that  the  present  training  of  midwives  is 
entirely  inadequate  to  fit  them  for  the  heavy  respon- 
sibilities of  their  work  and  urges  upon  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  the 
necessity  for  longer  and  more  comprehensive  training. 
It  urges  further  that  before  making  any  such  change 
careful  investigations  shall  be  made  in  this  and  other 
countries  and  the  views  of  midwives  and  others  in  all 
branches  of  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Work  shall 
be  considered. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Resolution  be  taken  into 
consideration  when  the  revision  of  the  Rules  as 
to  training  takes  place. 

The  Board  expressed  the  hope  that  the  District 
Branch  of  the  National  Council  of  Women  will 
forward  any  information  at  their  disposal  to  the 
Central  Midwives  Board. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Miss  J.  A.  McRitchie 
asking  that  she  may  be  admitted  to  Examination 
on  a  reduced  period  of  midwifery  training  in  con- 
sequence of  the  holding  by  her  of  a  certificate  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council,  granted  as  a  result 
of  general  training  at  the  Arbroath  Infirmary. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  application  be  not 
granted. 

Applications. 

The  following  applications  were  granted  : — 

For  Approval  as  Lecturer. — Alexander  Croydon 

Palmer,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  Herbert  Francis  Parker, 

M.D.,  Alfred  Henry  Richardson,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S., 

Mabel  Garland  Bro'die,  M.D. 

For  Approval  as  Teacher. — -Medical  Practitioner 
Lily  Anita  Baker,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

Midwives. — Midwives  Catharine  Annie  ArkcoU 
(No.  48635),  Constance  Mercy  Campion  (No. 
49623),  Daisy  Irene  Harrington  (No.  35299), 
Annie  Gilmour  Gay  (No.  24055). 

And  the  following  subject  to  conditions : — 
Laura  Bruford  (No.  34915),  P.  Melwyn  Timmins 
(No.  45058). 

The  Board  passed  a  Resolution  recording  its  deep 
sympathy  with  the  family  of  the  late  Sir  Edward 
Maline  and  its  appreciation  of  the  valuable  services 
rendered  by  him  as  an  Examiner  at  the  Birmingham 
Centre. 


THE    BIRTH    CONTROL    NEWS. 


The  Birth  Control  News,  the  official  organ  of 
the  Society  for  Constructive  Birth  Control  and 
Racial  Progress,  is  the  second  paper  now  devoted 
to  this  subject.  It  is  a  monthly  paper,  the  head- 
quarters of  which  are  at  61,  Marlborough  Road, 
HoUoway,  N.,  and  the  price  is  id.  The  first 
number  appeared  in  May  of  this  year. 
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EDITORIAL. 


WOMEN    POLICE— ALL    POLICE    WORK 
5H0ULD     BE     WELFARE     WORK. 

There  is  always  a  danger  in  making  drastic 
changes — namely,     the    danger    of    sweeping 
away  good  things  with  the  bad,   the  rooting 
up  of  the  wheat  with  the  tares.     To  foresee 
this  potential  danger,  and  to  guard  adequately 
against  it,  requires  the  long-headedness  equally 
with  the  level-headedness  of  the  true  states- 
man.     Economy   and  anti-waste  are  political 
cries  which   we   have  heard   echoed,   and   re- 
echoed, down  the  vista  of  post-war  years,  and 
we    have    no    desire    to    make    any    adverse 
criticism  of  necessary  retrenchment  to  relieve 
our  over-taxed  country,  but  what  we  wish  to 
point   out,    and    to    emphasise,    is   this :    true 
economy,    conceived    in    the    mind   of    a    true 
statesman,  often  means  some  measure  of  ex- 
penditure, a  small  measure  of  expenditure  in 
order  to  save  a  greater.     Secondly,  we  would 
wisih  to  show  that  waste  does  not  mean  neces- 
sarily the  waste  of  money  ;  the  waste  of  health, 
and   the   lowering  of  the   standard   of   public 
♦morality  is  the  most  disastrous  form  of  waste 
conceivable,  and  tends  to  the  decadence  of  a 
nation.       In    our    opinion,    a    great    mistake 
was    made    in    this   connection    by    a    British 
statesman,,    on     the     plea     of     economy,     in 
the   recommendation   to  disband    the   Women 
Police  Patrols  of  Lx>ndon.      Several  able  and 
intensely    practical    speeches    were    made    in 
the    House    in    Committee    in    opposition    to 
the    recommendation,    on    June    29th,    notably 
by  Sir  Arthur  Steel-Maitland,  Mrs.  Wintring- 
ham,   Lady  Astor,   and  Mr.    Ronald   McNeill. 
In   discussing   a  remark   made   by   the   Home 
Secretary,   and  one  which  has  been   so  often 
quoted,    namely,   that   the   work  done  by   the 
Women  Police  Patrols  is  not  police  work,  but 
welfare    work,    Mrs.    Wintringham    reminded 


the    Committee    that    the    official    instructions 
which  the  women  receive  when  they  enter  the 
Force  are  that  they  are  to  deal  with  women 
and    children    who   are   ill,    injured,    destitute, 
homeless,   victims  of  assault  or  in  danger  of 
drifting  into  an  immoral  life;  she  added  that 
although  such  may  be  welfare  work,  yet  very 
special   training  is  necessary   to  enable  them 
to  do  it  properly.     In  the  last  resort,  can  it  not 
be  said  that  all  police  work  is  welfare  work? 
It  is  not  a  question  of  terms,  but  of  the  in- 
estimable value  of  the  work  these  women  have 
done.     Their  duties  go,   however,  far  beyond 
those   above   mentioned.      Mrs.    Wintringham 
reminded    the    members    that    "  the    Women 
Patrols  may  be  employed  in  detecting  oifences 
in  the  White  Slave  traffic  and  other  offences 
under  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Act,  and 
disorderly  houses ;  they  have  dene  a  great  deal 
of  good  work  in  connection  with  alien  caf6s, 
particularly  where  there  are  Chinese  and  black 
men.      They  can  enter  betting  and   gambling 
houses,    visit    licensed    premises,    visit    night 
clubs  attended  by  both  sexes,   carry  out  the 
Vagrancy  Acts  in  the  matter  of  fortune-telling, 
detect  pickpockets,   and  assist  in  criminal  in- 
vestigations,   in   which  they   have  done  good 
work    in    the   past   with    regard    to   the   drug 
cocaine.      "  They  can  go  where  no  man  has 
any  access,  and  recently  they  have  secured  six 
people  who  have  been  carrying  on  traffic  in 
cocaine.    .    .    .    The   League  of  Nations  is  at 
present  grappling  with  this  great  curse,  and, 
we  think,  in  itself  it  is  a  justification  for  the 
existence    of    the    Women    Patrols    that    they 
should  help  the  League  of  Nations  to  try  to 
stamp  out  this  traffic.     The  League  of  Nations 
needs  the  help  of  all  Governments,  and  it  is 
necessary  that  our  Government  should   main- 
tain these  women  police  if  for  nothmg  else." 

On   very   good   authority,   it   is   stated   that 
one    patient    suffering    from    venereal    disease 
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costs  the  nation  ;^8o  a  year.  Women  Police — 
by  uttering  cautions  to  women  loitering  in 
caf^s  and  elsewhere — appreciably  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease ;  therefore,  far  from  their 
disbandment  being  an  economy,  it  will  un- 
doubtedly prove  an  expensive  measure.  We 
are  glad  to  learn  that  the  result  of  the  debate 
has  been  that  the  Home  Secretary  has  made  a 
valuable  concession,  namely,  he  has  consented 
to  keep  a  nucleus  of  twenty  uniformed  women 
(including  especially  the  officers),  a  nucleus, 
as  he  says,  "  upon  which  a  new  Force  could  be 
immediately  built  up  any  moment  that  there 
was  financial  power  to  do  so. ' '  We  trust  that 
time  is  not  far  off. 


OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT    IS      MEANT    BY      DECUBITUS?      GIVE    SOME 
CHARACTERISTIC    EXAMPLES. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Mrs.  Firth  Scott,  231,  Ladbroke 
Grove,  London,  W.C. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Decubitus  (Lat.  decumhere,  to  lie  down)  is 
generally  taken  to  mean  the  attitude  or  posi- 
tion which  the  patient  assumes  in  bed.  It  also 
is  sometimes  used  to  denote  bedsores.  Taking 
the  first  meaning  of  decubitus,  we  may  learn 
much  of  our  patient's  illness  and  general  con- 
dition by  intelligently  observing  the  position 
which  he  finds  most  natural  and  comfortable. 

In  peritonitis  the  pain  is  abdominal,  hence 
the  patient  will  prefer  to  lie  on  his  back  with 
the  knees  drawn  up  in  order  to  relax  the 
abdominal  muscles. 

In  meningitis  and  tetanus  the  muscles  at  the 
back  of  the  neck  tend  to  become  rigid  and  the 
head  is  bent  backwards.  This  also  applies  to 
cases  of  strychnine  poisoning. 

In  certain  cardiac  affections  the  patient  will 
want  to  be  either  propped  straight  up  in  bed, 
or  leaning  forward  with  the  arms  supported  on 
a  bed-table. 

In  pleurisy,  or  broken  ribs  on  one  side,  the 
patient  will  prefier  to  lie  on  the  bad  side  or  on 
the  back,  in  order  to  give  the  "  good  "  side  as 
much  free  play  as  possible. 

In  delirium  the  patient  may  lie  heavily  and 
almost  comatose,  or  he  may  toss  and  fling  him- 
self about. 

In  the  late  stage  of  typhoid,  when  extremely 
weak,  the  patient  will  lie  low  down  helplessly 
and  heavily  in  the  bed. 


In  dysmennorrhoea  most  comfort  is  found  by 
lying  on  one  side  with  the  knees  drawn  up, 
and  a  hot-water  bottle  over  or  near  the  abdo- 
men, and  another  one  near  the  back  over  the 
lumbar  region. 

In  fractures,  of  course,  the  position  would 
depend  upon  the  side  of  the  injury,  but  the 
main  idea  of  the  patient  will  be  to  avoid  move- 
ment of  the  injured  bone. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  positions  naturally 
taken  by  a  sick  person  are  usually  set  up  by 
the  stress  of  their  injury,  and  as  Nature  is 
intent  on  remedying  the  diseased  state  as 
quickly  as  possible,  it  is  wise  for  the  nurse  to 
follow  the  indications  and  let  the  patient  choose 
the  mO'St  comfortable  position,  even  if  such 
causes  a  less  "  tidy  "  bed  than  usual ! 

The  second  interpretation  of  decubitus. 
I.e.,  bedsores,  is  happily  becoming  rarer  as 
nursing  becomes  more  efficient.  A  patient 
with  bedsores  is  about  as  creditable  to  the 
nurse  as  one  with  burns  from  hot  bottles  !  But 
in  crowded  homes,  where  skilled  nursing  is 
not  obtainable  and  medical  and  nursing 
adjuncts  are  noticeable  by  their  absence,  bed- 
sores are  all  toO'  common  with  weak  or  per- 
manently bedridden  patients.  The  only  way 
to  prevent  bedsores  is  by  unremitting  atten- 
tion to  the  patient's  back,  elbows,  and  heels, 
keeping  them  dry  and  clean,  encouraging  the 
circulation  by  rubbing,  nourishing  the  skin  by 
a  suitable  ointment  if  very  dry,  and  keeping 
the  draw-sheet  smooth  and  free  from  crumbs. 
Methylated  spirit  cracks  some  skins ;  in  such 
cases  witch-hazel  (a  solution  of  hamamelis)  is 
very  useful  to  rub  the  skin  with  on  the  pres- 
sure areas.  After  this,  dust  with  a  good  rice, 
starch,  or  talcum  powder. 

Bedsores  can  be  alleviated  by  spreading  a 
mixture  of  castor  oil  and  zinc  ointment  on 
pieces  of  lint  as  a  dressing.  "  Compericum  " 
is  also  soothing  and  healing  in  many  cases. 

Badly  nourished  patients  are  more  liable  to 
have  bedsores  than  those  with  plump,  healthy 
flesh,  as  are  paralysed  cases.  But  with  care 
the  nurse  can  generally  prevent  even  these 
cases  from  having  the  added  pain  of  sore 
backs  or  heels,  as  the  case  may  be. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  Rachel  Dodd,  Miss 
Catharine  Wright,  Miss  M.  James,  Miss  E. 
Browne,  Miss  F.  Graham,  Miss  E.  A.  Noblett. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

Describe  some  common  diseases  of  the  skin, 
their  characteristic  appearance,  and  their  nurs- 
ing care. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


Finland  is  a  country  which  just  now  has  a 
gfreat  interest  for  nurses,  more  especially  those 
belonging-  to  societies  g^rouped  in  National 
Councils  affiliated  to  the  International  Council 
of  Nurses,  for  in  1925,  on  the  invitation  of 
Baroness  Mannerheim,  President,  and  the 
National  Council  of  Finnish  Nurses,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses 
hope  to  meet  in  Helsing-fors,  its  beautiful 
capital.  It  is  with  special  pleasure,  therefore, 
that,  by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Woman's 
Leader,  we  print  on  pag^e  106  an  article  on 
*'  The  Woman's  Movement  in  Finland,"  which 
appeared  recently  in  that  paper. 


The  Report  of  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  In- 
stitute for  Nurses  for  192 1  from  the  Council  to 
the  Patron,  Queen  Alexandra,  shows  how 
greatly  the  work  of  Queen's  Nurses  has  been 
appreciated. 

The  securing-  of  adequate  support  has,  as 
ever,  been  a  source  of  anxiety  to  the  Council, 
relieved  in  part  by  the  action  of  Queen  Alex- 
andra in  increasing-  the  membership  of 
"  Queen  Alexandra's  Committee  "  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  which  has  enabled  the  Com- 
mittee to  hand  over  to  the  Institute  ;^2,5oo 
instead  of  ;^2,ooo,  for  which  the  Council 
record  their  deep  gratitude.  Among^st  other 
sources  of  extra  revenue  have  been  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Ball  at  Lansdowne  House, 
organised  by  the  Marchioness  Curzon  of 
Kedleston ;  a  generous  g-ift  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Queen  Mary's  Hostels,  on  their 
closing-  down,  of  ;^i,io9  12s.  and  ;^3,5oo 
Four  per  Cent.  Funding-  Loan  ;  and  a  Special 
» Appeal  to  members  of  the  Council  and  the 
present  subscribers. 

The  Council,  however,  consider  that  steps 
must  be  taken  to  bring-  the  expenditure  and 
income  more  into  accord,  and  with  this  end 
in  view  Conferences  of  Representatives  of  the 
affiliated  Associations  in  England  and  Wales 
were  held  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  when 
the  financial  position  was  explained.  The 
representatives  were  insistent  that  the  work 
undertaken  by  the  Institute  should  not  be 
gfiven  up  or  delegated  to  other  authorities,  and 
the  Council  were  most  gratified  at  the  readi- 
ness with  which  the  affiliated  Associations 
were  prepared  to  g-ive  financial  assistance  by 
means  of  an  increased  affiliation  fee,  ag-reeing- 
to  a  reduction  in  the  amount  paid  by  the  In- 
stitute to  the  Homes  for  the  training-  of  candi- 
■dates  in  district  work,  and  to  a  further  reduc- 


tion in  the  grants  to  the  County  Nursing 
Associations. 

The  Council  record  their  appreciation  of  the 
ability,  tact,  and  sense  of  duty  shown  by  their 
staff  of  Inspectors.  They  feel  that  it  is  largely 
due  to  their  intelligfence  and  faithful  service 
that  the  position  of  the  Queen's  Nurses 
throughout  the  United  King-dom  stands  where 
it  does. 

The  Report  notes  that  "  the  General  Nurs- 
ing- Council  has  drawn  up  the  curriculum  of 
the  training  to  be  g^iven  to  future  nurses  in 
the  hospitals,  and  it  is  hoped  this  will  provide 
some  of  the  instruction  which  now  has  to  be 
given  during  district  training-.  This  should 
eventually  enable  the  length  of  that  training 
to  be  reduced,  but  this  will  not  be  until  the 
year  1925  at  the  earliest." 

It  is  further  stated  that  "  the  coming-  year 
will  doubtless  present  many  difficulties,  par- 
ticularly in  connection  with  the  raising  of 
money.  The  Council  feel,  however,  that  while 
every  effort  must  be  made  to  keep  the  expendi- 
ture as  low  as  possible,  it  would  be  a  disas- 
trous policy  to  impair  by  any  false  economy 
the  efficiency  of  the  machinery  that  has  been 
built  up  year  by  year.  Healthy  citizens  are 
vital  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  and  it  is  not 
g-enerally  realised  how  g-reat  a  debt  is  due  to 
the  District  Nurses,  who  were  carryings  on 
their  work  in  the  homes  of  the  people  long^ 
before  health  work  was  undertaken  by  Public 
Authorities.  The  Queen's  Institute  has  always 
been  of  opinion  that  the  ideal  scheme  for  deal- 
ing- with  health  matters  would  be  found  in  the 
combination  of  voluntary  effort  and  official 
authority,  and,  if  the  need  for  national 
economy  leads  to  fuller  co-operation  between 
Public  Health  Authorities  and  voluntary  Nurs- 
ing- Associations,  the  result  may  be  far  from 
detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  nation." 


The  League  News  for  1922  of  the  Bradford 
Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  League,  in  its  orang^e 
cover  bearing  an  impression  of  the  Badg-e  of 
the  League,  is  most  admirably  produced  and 
illustrated,  and  full  of  interesting  matter. 
Amongst  other  items  it  contains  a  strong 
article  from  the  President,  Miss  J.  W.  Davies, 
pointing  out  to  League  Members  the  extreme 
importance  of  Registration. 

Miss  Davies  writes: — "The  chief  object  of 
our  League  is  to  uphold  and  forward  the  use- 
fulness, honour,  and  efficiency  of  Trained 
Nurses,  and  there  is  no  better  way  by  which 
we  can  fulfil  this  aim  at  the  present  time  than 
by  each  individual  member  having  her  name 
placed  on  the  State  Register.  .  .  . 
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"It  is  important  to  register  at  once,  as  the 
present  Council,  nominated  by  the  Minister  of 
Health,  goesi  out  of  office  not  later  than 
December,  1922,  and  may  be  dissolved  at  any 
moment,  when  an  election  will  take  place.  In 
the  next  Council  16  out  of  25  members  will  be 
Registered  Nurses.  These  will  be  nominated 
and  elected  by  the  Registered  Nurses.  It  is 
most  necessary  that  this  election  should  voice 
the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  trained  nurses 
in  the  kingdom-,  and  not  only  a  small  minority. 
In  order  to  take  part  in  this  important  election 
League  Members  who  have  not  already  done 
so  should  register  at  once.  Nurses  who  fail 
to  register  must  expect  to  find  themselves  at 
a  disadvantage  in  the  near  future.  Before 
long,  only  Registered  Nurses  will  be  eligible 
for  important  and  coveted  positions;  already 
some  of  the  Nursing  Organisations  are  accept- 
ing Registered  Nurses  only  as  members. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  will  not  be  in 
the  interests,  or  add  to  the  prestige,  of  our  own 
League  to  admit  or  retain  those  nurses  whose 
names  do  not  appear  on  the  State  Register." 


Miss  M.  M.  G.  Bielby,  whose  thoughtful 
articles  deeply  interest  many  of  our  readers, 
is  contributing  a  series  of  articles  on  "  The 
Laws  of  Health  "  to  the  Dawn  of  Day.  In  her 
introductory  remarks  she  writes  : — "  *  I  do  not 
wonder  at  what  people  suffer,'  said!  Ruskin, 
'  I  only  wonder  at  what  they  lose.'  Those 
who  have  enjoyed  radiant  health,  lost  it  for  a 
time,  and  then  regained  it,  never  hesitate  in 
placing  sound  hieaith  first  on  the  list  of  the 
clesirable  possessions  of  this  life,  for  without 
health  the  physical  body  truly  constitutes  a 
prison-house  and,  except  in  rare  cases,  bodily 
infirmity  clouds  the  mind. 

"  There  is  now  a  general  awakening  to  the 
fact  that  ill-healthi  is  the  result  of  the  breaking 
of  Nature's  laws,  either  by  ourselves  or  our 
parents,  through  self-^indulgence  or  ignorance, 
which  is  often  wilful.  It  is  not,  as  so  many 
formerly  supposed,  a  condition  imposed  on  us 
by  God,  but  is  the  unalterable  effect  of  causes 
set  in  action  by  man  himself.  God's  Law  and 
Nature's  law  are  the  same,  and  we  cannot 
separate  them. 

"  That  health  cannot  be  bought  is  a  false 
saying  which  has  worked  untold  harm,  for 
health  can  be  bought,  and  its  price  is  the 
denial  of  self-indulgence.^' 


ness  of  candidates  to  bind  themselves  for  prac- 
tically four  years  and  a  half."  This  is  not  sur- 
prising when  we  realise  that  the  short,  insuffi- 
cient training  and  the  long  service  exacted  by 
this  lay-governed  Association  does  not  qualify 
the  nurses  for  registration. 


The  two  witnesses  toi  the  Scottish  marriage 
of  a  nurse  to  an  Army  officer  in  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  Dundee,  on  September  12th,  1914,  have 
now  been  discovered,  one  in  London  and  the 
other  in  Canada. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  marriage 
was  by  declaration,  signed  by  husband  and 
wife,  and  witnessed  by  two  guests  staying  in 
the  hotel  who  heard  the  principals  take  one 
another  for  husband  and  wife.  The  marriage 
was  not  registered,  and  the  husband  was  killed 
-soon  afterwards.  When  the  widow  decided  to 
establish  the  marriage  legally  it  transpired  that 
the  signed  declaration  was  lost.  As  a  result 
of  the  publicity  given  in  the  press  the  wit- 
nesses have  been  found,  and  the  formal  action 
to  prove  the  marriage  will  be  taken  shortly. 


The  Report  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  South  African  Trained  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion, held  at  Port  Elizabeth  in  May,  and  pub- 
lished in  its  official  organ,  The  South  African 
Nursing  Record,  is  fine  reading,  and  will  well 
repay  close  study.  We  have  many  of  the 
same  problems. 

A  cable  was  read  from  Miss  J.  C.  Child, 
R.R.C.,  from  England  at  the  Opening  Meet- 
ing amidst  applause,  announcing  that  the 
affiliation  of  the  Association  with  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses  had  been  granted 
at  Copenhagen. 

The  admission  of  the  S.A.T.N.A.  leaves  only 
the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  outside  the 
International  Federation  of  our  great  Do- 
minions Overseas.  Our  Australasian  sisters 
cannot  afford  to  stand  aloof,  and  we  cannot 
afford  to  be  deprived  of  -their  sympathy  and 
support. 


The  Surrey  County  Nursing  Association,  at 
its  Annual  Meeting,  reported  that  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  probationers  (for  village 
nursing)  continued,  "  owing  to  the  unwilling- 


The  Record  for  July,  just  received,  contains 
a  full  and  interesting  account  of  the  affiliation 
ceremony  in  Copenhagen,  together  with  the 
group  of  delegates  with  Mrs.  Henny 
Tscherning  and  Baroness  Mannerheim  in  the 
centre.  It  notes  also  that  "  Miss  J.  C.  Child 
has  been  appointed  Overseas  President,  and  so 
will  keep  her  colleagues  in  South  Africa  in 
touch  with  the  International  movement  in 
Europe.  Her  charming  kindness,  loyalty  and 
wit  make  her  a  most  valuable  representative 
and  link." 
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METROPOLITAN  ASYLUMS  BOARD. 


NURSES'     HOURS     AND     PAY. 

The  Managers  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board  on  July  29th  adopted  the  following  report 
from  their  General  Purposes  Committee  : — 

Nursing  Staff  :  Institutions  other  than 
Mental  Hospitals. 
(a)  Hours  of  Duty. 
When  the  Board  on  8th  April,  1922,  converted 
the  fixed  rate  of  bonus  payments  to  female 
domestic  staff  in  institutions  other  than  mental 
hospitals  into  a  sliding  scale  based  on  the  cost  of 
living  figure,  no  recommendation  was  submitted 
with  regard  to  the  bonus  of  nursing  staff,  as  the 
whole  question  of  their  remuneration  and  working 
hours  was  under  reconsideration.  We  have  now 
received  a  long  report  from  the  chief  medical 
officers  of  the  infectious  hospitals,  children's  and 
surgical  tuberculosis,  and  medical  tuberculosis 
services,  on  these  matters,  making  important  re- 
commendations, to  which  we  have  given  our 
careful  consideration. 

(b)  The  50-HouR  Week. 
The  Chief  Medical  Officers  state  that  they  have 
consulted  with  the  Medical  Superintendents  re- 
garding the  effect  of  the  introduction  in  1919  of 
the  48-hour  working  week  (increased  to  50  in  1920, 
when  the  annual  leave  was  standardised  at  four 
weeks)  on  the  treatment  and  well-being  of  the 
patients  in  the  Board's  infectious,  tuberculosis, 
and  children's  hospitals,  and  that  it  is  their  unani- 
mous opinion  that  the  50-hour  week  has  been 
definitely  prejudicial  to  the  treatment  and  well- 
being  of  the  patients  in  the  hospitals  of  the  three 
services  referred  to. 

(c)  The  Question  of  Continuity  in  the 
Treatment  of  Patients. 
The  Chief  Medical  Officers  report  that  although 
it  is  difficult  to  adduce  specific  instances  where 
individual  patients  have  suffered  through  the 
shorter  working  week,  an  experience  of  the  system 
in  operation  has  induced  them  to  view  it  unfavour- 
ably. Among  the  reasons  which  have  led  them 
to  form  this  opinion  the  following  may  be  cited  : — ^^ 
The  impossibility  with  a  50-hour  week  of  securing 
continuity  in  observation  and  treatment.  The 
Sisters  and  Staff  Nurses  have  so  much  time  off 
duty  that  they  are  very  often  unaware  of  new 
developments  in  the  condition  of  their  patients  and 
of  changes  of  treatment  from  day  to  day.  When 
information  is  desired,  too  often  the  Sister  or  Staff 
Nurse  replies  that  she  does  not  know,  as  she  was 
off  duty  at  the  time.  Further,  in  the  nursing  of 
patients,  particularly  those  who  are  more  seriously 
ill,  the  personality  of  the  nurse  is  a  factor  which 
counts  a,  great  deal.  Much  of  this  is  lost  where 
such  frequent  changes  in  the  nursing  service  have 
to  be  made  as  at  present. 

(d)  Suggested  New  Scheme. 
The.  Board's   expert  medical   advisers   report   to 
us  that  the  only  remedy  for  this  state  of  things, 
Which  is  deplored  equally  by  the  senior  members 


of  the  nursing  staff  and  by  the  higher  officials, 
would  appear  to  be  a  return  in  some  measure  to 
the  hours  of  duty  which  previously  obtained,  and 
the  abolition  of  the  system  of  overtime  payments, 
which  is  entirely  opposed  to  the  true  spirit  of 
nursing.  They  have  given  very  careful  considera- 
tion to  the  question  of  the  length  of  time  the 
nurses  should  be  on  duty  so  as  to  afford  the 
requisite  continuity  of  nursing  of  the  sick,  and  at 
the  same  time  provide  the  nurses  with  a  reason- 
able and  proper  amount  of  rest  and  relaxation. 
Bearing  in  mind  these  two  considerations,  and 
having  regard  to  the  desirability  from  the  point 
of  view  of  administrative  convenience  of  so 
arranging  the  time  off  duty  as  to  dovetail  in  with 
meal  hours,  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  a 
scheme  of  service  which  is  based  on  the  following 
propositions  : — 

(i)  Hours  of  Duty. — Night  Staff. — Hours  of  duty 
to  be  8  p.m.  to  7  a.m.  =  11  hours. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  as  a  rule  the  night 
nurses'  work  is  not  so  heavy  as  that  of  the  day 
nurses,  and  in  most  hospitals  they  change  duty 
every  three  months,  these  hours  are  not  excessive. 
Day  Staff. — Hours  of  duty  to  be  7  a.m.  to  8  p.m., 
less  two  hours  for  meals,  actually=ii  hours.  Ward 
Sisters,  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  actuaIly=io  hours. 

N.B. — Meal  times  are  usually  : — Lunch,  half- 
hour,  between  9  a.m.  and  10.30  a.m.  Dinner,  one 
hour,  between  12.30  p.m.  and  2.30  p.m.  Tea,  half- 
hour,  between  4  p.m.  and  5  p.m. 

The  hours  for  meals  need  not  necessarily  be  the 
same  at  all  hospitals,  but  the  time  allowed  should 
be  the  same. 

(ii)  Times  Off  Duty,  and  number  of  hours  on 
duty  weekly. — Night  Staff — to  have  three  nights 
off  per  fortnight.  Duty  hours  would  then  be  five 
nights  of  II  hours  =  55  liours ;  and  on  alternate 
weeks  six  nights  of  11  hours  =  66  hours.  Weekly 
average  =  605  hours. 

N.B. — Night  Nurses  are  expected  to  go  to  their 
wards  a  few  minutes  before  coming  on  duty  to 
receive  day  report  from  the  Sister. 

Day  Staff. — All  day  staff  to  have  weekly  : — One 
whole  day  off  =11  hours;  one  half-day  off  (i.e., 
either  leave  ward  at  1.30  p.m.,  or  go  to  ward  at 
1.30  p.m.)  — 5  hours;  one  Sunday  pass=3  hours. 

Except  that  Sisters,  instead  of  a  half-day  from 
dinner-time,  to  go  off  duty  after  tea  =  3  hours;  and 
all  Probationers,  Assistant  Nurses,  and  Assistant 
Nurses  CI.  II  in  their  first  year,  instead  of  one 
half-day,  to  have  ij  hours  off  daily — i.e.,  I5X5 
=  75  hours. 

Home  Sisters. — ^The  duties  of  these  officers,  of 
whom  there  are  usually  two  at  each  hospital, 
being  mainly  supervisory,  it  is  necessary  that  one 
of  them  should  come  on  duty  at  6.30  a.m.  to  take 
the  nurses'  breakfast,  and  it  is  also  desirable  that 
one  of  them  should  be  on  duty  until  10  p.m.,  the 
time  when  the  nurses  go  to  bed.  Beyond  this,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  arrangements  as  to 
teaching  vary  at  the  different  hospitals,  the  hours 
of  duty  or  off-duty  for  these  officers  are  not  laid 
down  in  detail.  The  number  of  hours  on  duty 
weekly,  however,  for  Home  Sisters  should  be  58. 
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Superintendent  Sisters. — Neither  are  the  times 
at  which  the  Superintendent  Sisters  should  come 
on  or  go  off  duty  specified,  but  the  number  of 
hours  weekly  they  are  on  duty  should  be  54. 

Summary  .—The  number  of  hours  duty  per  week 
would  then  be  as  follows  : —  Hours. 

Night  Nurses  (averaged  over  two  weeks)     605 

Home  Sisters 58 

Superintendent  Sisters  ...     54 

Ward  Sisters  (6x10)— 3  — 3 54 

Staff  Nurses,  Senior  Probationers,  Proba- 
tioners (second  year),  Assistant  Nurses 
CI.  I,  Assistant  Nurses  CI.  II  (after 
their  first  year),  and  Assistant  Nurses 
(after  their  first  year)  (6xii)-5-3  ...  58 
Probationers  (first  year)  \ 
Assistant     Nurses     (first 

year)       )   (6xii)-3-7^     55J 

Assistant    Nurses    CI.    II 

(first  year)         

Annual  Leave. — ^To  remain  as  at  present. 

(e)  Remuneration. 

The  Chief  Medical  Officers  report  further  that 
as  a  compensation  for  the  greater'  number  of  hours 
the  nursing  st^ff  would  have  to  work,  some  in- 
creases in  the  salaries  paid  would  be  expected,  and 
they  suggest  certain  additions  to  the  salary  and 
wages  scale  as  suitable  to  the  occasion.  In  recom- 
mending these  additions  they  have,  they  state, 
been  influenced  by  two  considerations  :  first,  the 
need  for  emphasising  more  strongly  than  is  the 
case  in  the  present  scale  the  difference  in  value 
between  the  services  rendered  to  the  hospital  by 
the  more  experienced  grades,  and  those  rendered 
by  mere  beginners ;  and  second,  the  feeling,  which 
has  been  very  apparent  of  late,  that  trained  nurses 
generally  are  underpaid.  So  far  as  nurses  with 
experience  are  concerned,  they  are  in  agreement 
with  this  view.  

The  Board  adopted  an  increase  in  basic  salaries 
for  their  nursing  staff  other  than  those  at  Mental 
Hospitals,  where  the  conditions  are  the  subject  of 
special  agreement  between  the  Board,  the  London 
(jounty  Council,  and  the  Asylum  Workers'  Union. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


W  What  nurse  could  wish  for  a  better  tribute 
than  the  late  Nurse  Smith  of  Insch,  Aberdeenshire, 
concerning  whomja  patient  wrote  : — 

"  I  wonder  if  we  who  had  grown  accustomed  to 
her  frequent  ministrations  really  realise  what  it 
means  and  what  we  have  lost  ?  She  was  a  born 
nurse  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  ever  ready  to 
help,  advise,  or  sympathise.  It  mattered  not 
whether  she  was  called  to  the  mansion  or  the  home 
of  the  poorest.  She  was  ever  the  same  dignified, 
helpful,  tactful  nurse,  beloved  by  young  and  old, 
and  little  children  put  themselves  in  her  way  to 
get  her  glad  '  Good  morning  '  as  she  passed.  We 
would  fain  have  kept  her,  but  '  to  live  in  the 
hearts  of  those  we  leave  behind  is  not  to  die.' 

"  Truly,  we  are  better  men  and  women  for 
having  known  the  district  nurse." 


GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL. 

(Sir  W.  Herringham). 
In  the  House  of  Commons  on  August  2nd  : — 
Mr.  Mills  asked  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  under  what  provision  of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act  of  191 9  he  appointed  Sir  Wilmot 
Herringham  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  considering  the  fact  that  the 
two  nominees  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Eustace  Hills  and  Miss  Steele,  are  still  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  and  that,  according  to  the 
Act,  the  Board  are  only  entitled  to  make  two 
nominations ;  and  why,  if  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  Board's  nominees,  the  General 
Nursing  Council  have  received  no  intimation  of 
the  fact  ? 

Mr.  Fisher  :  The  appointment  was  made  under 
Section  2  of  the  Schedule  to  the  Act.  The  Hon. 
member  is  under  a  misapprehension  in  supposing 
that  Mrs.  HiUs  is  now  a  nominee  of  the  Board  ; 
she  occupies  her  seat  on  the  Council  on  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  Privy  Council.  The  failure  to 
inform  the  General  Nursing  Council  of  the  changes 
in  the  Board's  nominations  was  due  to  a  mis- 
understanding which  I  regret. 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  August  4th  : — 

Mr.  Wignall  asked  the  Minister  of  Health 
whether,  in  January,  1922,  when  Sir  Wilmot 
Herringham  was  appointed  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  of  England  and  Wales,  there  was  only  one 
vacancy  on  the  council,  that  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Priestley,  K.C.,  the 
nominee  of  the  Privy  Council ;  whether  the 
Board  of  Education  appointed  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Eustace  Hills  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  in 
May,  1920,  and  Miss  Steele  in  October,  1921  ; 
whether  he  will  state  under  what  provision  of  the 
Nurses  Registration  Act  of  191 9  the  Board  of 
Education  appointed  Sir  Wilmot  Herringham  in 
January,  1922,  considering  the  fact  that,  according 
to  the  Schedule  of  the  Act,  they  are  only  entitled 
to  two  nominations,  and  that  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Eustace  Hills  and  Miss  Steele  are  still  members 
of  the  council ;  and  why,  if  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  nominees  appointed  by  the  different 
bodies,  the  council  has  never  yet  been  notified  of 
,he  fact  ? 

Mr.  Dudley  W.^rd  (Vice-Chamberlain  of  the 
Household)  :  I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to 
the  reply  given  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  a  similar 
question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dartford  on  the 
2nd  August. 

The  point  of  Mr.  Wignall's  question  appears  to  be 
why  the  General  Nursing  Council  has  never  yet 
been  notified  of  the  changes  made  in  the  nominees 
appointed  by  the  different  nominating  bodies, 
and  to  this  he  received  no  adequate  reply. 

We  learn  on  good  authority  that  the  resignation 
of  the  late  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  C.  Priestley,  took 
effect  only  on  January  25  th,  yet  from    Novem- 
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ber  2ist,  when  he  intimated  his  intention  to 
resign  when  his  successor  was  appointed,  he 
attended  no  meeting  of  the  Council,  neither  did 
the^members  of  the  Council  who  went  on  strike 
for  the  same  period,  the  result  being  that  the 
national  business  of  the  Council  was  held  up  for 
over  two  months. 

We  think  Members  of  Parliament  have  every 
right  to  know  why  the  Minister  of  Health  never 
notified  the  General  Nursing  Council  of  the 
appointment  of  a  new  Chairman,  or  what  Govern- 
ment Department  appointed  him.  Why  the 
Privy  Council  did  not  notify  the  CouncU  whom  it 
had  appointed  in  place  of  Mr.  Priestley,  resigned, 
and  why  the  Board  of  Education  did  not  notify 
the  resignation  of  one  of  its  nominees,  and  the 
appointment  of  another.  Had  the  General 
Medical  Council,  or  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
been  subjected  to  similar  treatment,  we  imagine 
they  would  have  adopted  effective  means  of 
showing  their  resentment  of  such  methods  of 
conducting  public  business,  and,  more,  of  such  a 
neglect  of  public  duty,  for  unquestionably  the 
General  Nursing  Council  has  a  right  to  be  furnished 
with  such  information  as  has  been  withheld  from 
it. 

Because  nurses  are  a  poorly  paid  class  of  women 
workers  who  have  only  recently  been  accorded 
legal  status,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should 
be  treated  with  contempt  by  Ministers  whose 
salaries  they  help  to  provide. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  expresses  regret  for  the  error 
of  his  Department. 

■I    •> 

THE   BRITISH    MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION 
MEETING. 

At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  at  Glasgow,  Sir  William 
Macewen,  F.R.S.,  LL.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  President  of 
the  Association  for  the  ensuing  year  was  inducted 
into  the  Presidential  Chair  by  the  retiring  Presi- 
dent, Professor  David  Drummond.  He  was, 
•  as  reported  by  the  British  Medical  Journal, 
accorded  a  hearty  welcome,  the  representatives 
all  standing.  On  behalf  of  the  Executive  of  the 
Reception  Committee,  he  welcomed  the  represen- 
tatives to  the  city  of  Glasgow. 

Sir  William  Macewen  is  well-known  to,  and 
revered  by  nurses,  and  it  will  be  remembered  that 
he  took  an  active  part  in  promoting  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill  when  it  was  before  the  House 
of  Commons.  On  the  outbreak  of  war,  his  valuable 
professional  services  were  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government,  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick 
and  wounded,  to  their  great  comfort  and  benefit. 


At  the  Annual  Representative  Meeting  o  n 
July  24th,  it  was  resolved  : — 

"  That  the  Council  take  into  early  consideration 
the  effect  of  a  recent  Rule  passed  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  (England  and  Wales)  which 
permits  the  secretary  of  a  nurses'  organisation  to 
certify  nurses  applying  for  registration." 


THE  BIRMINGHAM  AND  THREE 
COUNTIES   TRUST   FOR   NURSES. 

The  trustees  of  the  Birmingham  and  Three 
Counties  Trust  for  Nurses  have  issued  a  report 
covering  the  period  from  the  inception  of  the 
trust  to  December  31  last.  They  state  that  in 
October  last  the  Scenic  Fair  Committee  handed 
over  to  them  a  sum  of  £17,788  13s.  76..,  being  the 
balance  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fair  after  the  pay- 
ment to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  of  a  sum  of 
;^2,223  IIS.  8d.,  representing  10  per  cent,  of  the 
total  funds  raised  by  the  scenic  fair,  and  a  similar 
sum  of  ;^2,223  IIS.  8d.  to  the  Nation's  Fund 
for  Nurses,  these  two  payments  being  allocated 
for  the  benefit  of  nurses  in  the  Three  Counties. 
A  trust  deed  has  been  drawn  up  dealing  with  the 
disposition  of  the  fund  handed  to  the  trustees. 
Part  of  the  capital  wUI  be  expended  on  the  purchase 
and  equipment  of  premises  for  a  club  or  hostel 
for  the  nurses  of  the  Three  Counties,  and  the  income 
of  the  balance  of  the  invested  trust  fund  will  be 
dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

(a)  To  establish  and  maintain  scholarships  for 
nurses  in  the  Three  Counties.  The  trustees  have 
approved  the  following  scheme  submitted  by  the 
Birmingham  Centre  of  the  College  of  Nursing  : — 
(i)  ;^i5o  for  a  scholarship  to  enable  a  nurse  to  train 
as  a  sister-tutor  at  King's  College  for  Women, 
London  (one  year  from  October,  1922).  The 
applicants  to  enter  for  the  competitive  examination 
held  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  in  June,  1922. 
(2)  Two  scholarships  of  £25  each  to  enable  two 
nurses  to  take  their  training  in  midwifery  during 
the  year  1922-23,  the  date  for  the  next  examination 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  not  yet  having 
been  pubhshed.  These  scholarships  are  already 
being  offered. 

{b)  For  the  maintenance  and  upkeep  of  the 
hostel  or  club  for  the  use  of  the  nurses  of  the 
Three  Counties  when  bought. 

(c)  For  promoting  and  aiding  the  interests  of 
all  trained  nurses  of  and  in  the  Three  Counties, 
particular  regard  being  had  to  cases  of  illness 
and  old  age. 

(d)  For  such  other  purposes  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  necessary  or  requisite. 

The  trustees  have  allocated  ;^7,ooo  for  the 
future  purchase  and  equipment  of  club  premises ; 
;^6,ooo  to  endow  the  club  when  purchased,  and 
;^4,ooo  to  endow  scholarships.  These  three  sums 
have  accordingly  been  invested  in  approved 
trustee  securities. 

The  trustees  have  experienced  considerable 
difficulty  in  finding  premises  suitable  for  the 
club,  and  at  the  time  of  this  report  are  still  un- 
successful in  spite  of  the  most  strenuous  efforts. 
It  is  a  great  disappointment  to  them,  they  say, 
to  meet  with  the  obstacles  and  objections  that 
have  been  put  in  their  way  by  the  owners  of 
houses  adjoining  those  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  suitable.  A  number  of  cases  of  nurses  in 
the  Three  Counties  have  already  benefited  from  the 
pa5mients  made  by  the  trustees  to  the  College  of 
Nursing  and  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses. 
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KEGISTRATIONOFNURSES  IN  VICTORIA.         A  FRENCH  HOSPITAL  IN  EGYPT. 


DEPUTATION  TO  CHIEF  SECRETARY. 

A  deputation  from  the  Royal  Victorian  Trained 
Nurses'  Association  received  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
asked  him  recently  to  bring  in  a  Bill  during  the 
present  session  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses 

As  reported  in  the  Melbourne  Age — 

Dr.  Fetherston,  M.L.A.,  who  introduced  the 
deputation,  said  the  Association  had  been  asking 
for  Registration  for  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years, 
and  had  received  nothing  from  past  Governments 
but  kind  words.  This  Government  had  introduced 
a  Bill  to  register  nurses,  some  of  the  clauses  of 
which  were  an  insult  to  the  profession.  The  Bill 
did  not  pass  the  Legistative  Council,  because  of 
certain  contentious  clauses,  fixing  hours  of  work, 
&c.  The  Association  also  wanted  full  and  adequate 
control  on  the  Registration  Board  of  Control,  since 
there  would  be  many  intricate  points  to  be  decided, 
which  nobody  but  nurses  would  be  competent  to 
deal  with.  Registration  was  being  introduced  in 
other  countries,  and  at  present  there  could  be  no 
reciprocity  between  those  countries,  and  any 
nurses  going  there  from  Victoria.  The  Association 
also  asked  that  the  next  Bill  should  provide  for 
registration  and  reciprocity  only,  and  contain  no 
contentious  clauses. 

Dr.  Argyle,  M.L.A.,  advocated  the  protection  of 
the  words  Trained  Nurse  rather  than  Registered 
Nurse,  and  Dr.  Vance  considered  that  salaries  and 
hours  should  not  be  fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
because  it  took  another  Bill  to  alter  them.  Arbi- 
tration Courts  and  Wages  Boards  were  the  proper 
authorities  to  fix  wages.  He  advocated  the  protec- 
tion of  nurses'  uniform. 

The  Chief  Secretary  said  there  was  no  disagree- 
ment concerning  registration  as  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment was  concerned.  The  only  question  was  what 
other  things  were  to  be  put  into  the  Bill.  He  was 
not  quite  sure  how  these  other  things  would  affect 
Reciprocity  of  Registration  with  other  countries 
and  he  did  not  think  a  Bill  as  outlined  by  Dr. 
Vance  would  pass  the  House.  There  was  too 
much  contentious  matter  in  it.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  be  depriving  the  nursing  profession  of  its 
standing  if  it  were  laid  down  that  the  Registration 
Board  were  the  body  to  make  Regulations  for  the 
conduct  of  nursing  examinations,  and  not  the 
Nurses'  Association,  as  requested.  They  were 
asking  for  something  new  when  they  requested 
that  the  word  nurse  must  only  be  used  by  Regis- 
tered Nurses.  How  did  they  propose  to  carry 
that  out  ? 

Dr.  Vance  :  Make  it  a  punishable  offence  for 
anyone  to  use  the  term  nurse  who  is  not  entitled 
to  do  so. 

The  Chief  Secretary  said  it  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  with  such  a  widely-used  word  as  nurse. 
The  Government  intended  cutting  out  of  the  next 
Bill  a  lot  of  the  contentious  matter  that  was  in  the 
last  one.  He  had  the  Bill  under  review  now,  and 
it  would  be  going  before  Cabinet  for  final  adoption 
in  a  week  or  two.  Meanwhile  he  •would  bring 
their  representations  before  Cabinet. 


Miss  Mary  Harvey  writes  from   Ismailia  : — 
I  promised  to  write  to  you  if  I  saw  anything 
that  would  interest  you   or  your  readers,  but  il 

1  wrote  about  everything  that  I  find  interesting 
it  would  make  a  very  fat  book.  I  found  Port 
Said  and  Cairo  are  more  interesting  than  Ismailia, 
because  this  town  is  mainly  French,  still  there 
are  a  good  many  Arabs,  Bedouins,  Greeks,  Italians, 
Berberines,  Sudanese  and    a  few  British. 

Yesterday  I  went  to  the  Hospital  of  St.  Vincent 
and  St.  Paul  at  Ferry  Point,  about  two  miles 
from  here.  The  very  charming  sisters  showed 
me  over.  They  had  no  English  and  I  very  little 
French,    still   we   managed   to   be   very   friendly. 

The  Hospital  is  built  in  blocks,  each  containing 

2  floors,  I  ward  one  each  floor,  each  ward  holds 
14  beds,  windows  on  both  sides,  a  door  at  each 
end,  keep  the  wards  as  cool  as  possible  ;  a  wide 
balcony  runs  all  round,  which  also  helps  ta 
keep  the  place  cool. 

The  windows  and  doors  are  all  fitted  with 
fly-proof  windows  and  doors,  glass  ones,  and  sun- 
proof ones. 

There  are  rounded  corners  everywhere.  The 
wards  have  one  table  each,  a  few  chairs  (straight 
hard  ones),  and  a  locker  to  each  bed.  The  beds 
are  high,  and  fitted  with  very  comfortable  spiral 
spring  mattresses.  I  wonder  if  the  Arabs  like 
so  soft  a  bed,  as  they,  or  many  of  them,  take 
their  rest  on  the  pavement.  There  is  also  a 
mosquito  curtain  to  each  bed. 

Each  ward  in  the  surgical  block  has  a  dressing 
room,  which  contains  a  table  for  the  patient, 
one  for  dressings,  a  fixed  basin  with  hot  and  cold 
water,  glass  cupboards  for  instruments  and 
dressings.  The  Theatre  was  on  the  ground  floor, 
wall,  ceiling,,  and  floor  all  in  one.  This  beside 
the  windows,  had  four  powerful  electric  lights, 
one  in  each  corner.  It  also  had  glass  cupboards 
for  instruments.  The  very  large  sterilizer  was 
filled    outside    the    theatre    and    emptied    inside. 

They  also  have  a  very  up-to-date  electrical 
department. 

Each  floor  has  a  small  dining-room,  which  also 
serves  as  a  sitting-room  for  those  who  are  able  to 
get  up.  There  were  pictures  on  the  walls,  a 
book-case  with  a  few  books,  and  a  statue  of  a 
saint.  The  sister  has  a  sitting-room  next  to  the 
ward,  and  there  are  a  few  single-bedded  rooms 
for  first-class  patients.  There  is  a  bath-room 
to  each  floor,  and  a  fixed  wash  basin,  also  three 
or  four  w.c.'s. 

Adjoining  the  dining-room  is  a  small  service 
room  for  washing  up  feeders  and  preparing  special 
diets ;  all  big  washing-up  is  done  away  from  the 
wards. 

On  one  balcony  was  a  statue  of  the  Virgin  in 
alabaster,  with  a  canopy  of  dried  mud  decorated 
with  shells,  and  just  above  the  Virgin's  head 
a  dove  had  built  her  nest  and  was  sitting  on  her 
eggs.     I  could  have  touched  her  easily. 

From  this  balcony  we  looked  down  into  the 
Suez  Canal,  which  just  at  this  point  is  in  a  deep 
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cutting.  Some  men  were  taking  camels  across 
the  ferry,  one  camel  went  across  with  each  load 
as  a  decoy.  They  evidently  did  not  like  the 
ferry,  and  tried  to  run  away,  but  as  they  had  one 
of  their  forelegs  tied  up  they  could  not  get  very 
far.  On  reaching  the  other  side  they  were  allowed 
to  walk  off  on  four  legs. 

Beyond  the  Canal  the  desert  shone  in  every 
shade  of  gold,  until  ia  the  far  distance  it  looked 
purple. 

I  had  no  time  to  visit  the  dispensary  and 
laundry.  In  passing  from  one  block  to  another 
I  saw  the  chicken  run,  and  their  fowls  were  almost 
as  large  as  English  ones.  I  wonder  if  they  lay 
larger  eggs  than  the  usual  Egyptian  hen. 

All  the  blocks  are  connected  by  covered  paths, 
which  are  covered  with  climbing  flowers,  and  the 
whole  is  in  a  big  garden  in  the  desert. 


THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  has  sent  a  cheque  for  £145 
as  a  second  personal  donation  to  the  Hospitals 
of  London  Combined  Appeal,  to  be  added  to  his 
previous  gift  of  ;^i05. 


Princess  Mary,  Viscountess  Lascelles,  has  pro- 
mised to  open  the  new  infant  ward  of  the  Leeds 
General  Infirmary,  on  October  2nd. 


Over  ;^27i,ooo  having  been  received,  and  more 
promised,  in  response  to  the  combined  appeal  of 
the  hospitals  of  London,  at  a  special  meeting  of 
the  President  and  General  Council  of  King  Edward's 
Hospital  Fund  on  August  ist,  it  was  decided  to 
authorise  an  interim  distribution  of  ;^i50,ooo,  and 
a  further  sum  after  the  holidays,  to  make  an  early 
distribution  of  at  least  ;^200,ooo. 


New  anatomical  and  biological  departments  are 
to  be  constructed  at  Guy's  Hospital,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  ;£45,ooo. 


How  many  people  reahse  that  there  are  still 
some  thirty  thousand  ex-service  men  in  hospital 
throughout  the  country.  In  and  around  London 
there  are  no  less  than  8,000 .  Nor  do  they  decrease, 
for  at  Orpington  there  are  1,200,  as  against  800 
last  year.  The  increases  are  usually  due  to 
recurring  illnesses,  or  the  breaking  out  of  old 
wounds,  even  after  the  men  have  begun  to  work. 


PRACTICAL    POINTS. 

Onions,  which  are  a  valuable  nervine,  and  rich 
in  sulphur,  are,  as  commonly  cooked,  difficult  of 
digestion.  If  baked  in  their  skins  for  four  hours, 
in  moderate  heat,  they  are  easily  digested  by 
a  delicate  stomach,  leaving  no  flavour  in  the 
mouth,  or  any  reminder  during  the  following  16 
hours  that  they  have  been  eaten.  As  they  will 
keep  for  a  couple  of  days,  in  their  skins,  after  being 
baked,  a  quantity  may  be  cooked  at  one  time. 
Either  cold  in  salads,  or  used  in  soups  and  sauces, 
they  are  excellent,  and  sweet  in  flavour. 


QUEEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE 
OF  NURSES. 

Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  approve  the  appointment  of  the  following 
to  be  Queen's  Nurses,  to  date  July  ist,  1922,  and  also 
of  Leonore  Isabelle  Boswell,  to  date  April  ist,  1922  : — • 

England. 

Mary  Button,  Edith  Blain,  Emma  M.  Imossi,  Ada  E. 
Knowles,  Mary  C.  Neary,  Olive  Kermode,  Mary  A.  S. 
Batty,  Lucy  Brown,  Agnes  M.  Hall,  Clare  Marsh, 
Katherine  N.  Penney,  Florence  M.  PhiUipson,  Charlotte 
Slade,  Gertrude  E.  M.  Reffell,  Annie  Heywood,  EUza- 
beth  Cole,  Elsie  M.  Jones,  Florence  Alpen,  Margaret 
Smith,  Frances  Chesterfield,  Miriam  E.  Clark,  Nora  R. 
Marsh,  Ethel  E.  Bowles,  Edith  Whelan,  Maud  M. 
Shepherd,  Hilda  E.  Manifield,  Blanche  M.  Froggett, 
Annie  Kimo,  Beatrice  H.  Walsh,  Blanche  C.  Watson, 
Lillian  Brankston,  Margaret  A.  Cooper,  Nora  A. 
Burdass,  Annie  Policy,  Gertrude  Lomas,  Una  Thomp- 
son, Isabella  S.  Whyte,  Mary  O'Brien,  Florence 
Hamer,  Ellen  M.  Gibson,  Isabella  E.  Harding,  Winifred 
France,  Hannah  Greenwood,  Hilda  G.  Liell,  Lucie  T. 
I.  Percebois,  Jessie  Sheppard,  Ada  Berryman,  LiUan  E. 
Letts,  AUx  I.  Sprot,  Ruth  E.  Yeomans,  AmeUa  V, 
Legge,  Mary  Littlewood,  Ida  S.  Neve,  Louisa  Cane, 
Olive  E.  Cladingbowl,  Kate  O'Dwyer,  Lihan  A. 
Shackell,  Jessie  L.  Sanders,  Nell  WiUiams,  Margaret 
A.  Martin. 

Wales. 

Violet  M.  Dover,  Mary  T.  Morgan,  Mary  K.  Rowlands. 
Scotland. 

Margaret  A.  Beaton,  Emily  Elliott,  Rachel  A.  Evans^ 
Jeannie  McClelland,  Elizabeth  Pennycook,  Janet  M. 
Simpson,  Jessie  L.  Smyth,  Margaret  M.  Stewart, 
Ria  B.  Stuart,  Jessie  C.  Swanson,  Elsie  E.  Watson, 
Christina  J.  Maitland,  Isabel  Sim,  Margaret  Living- 
stone, Marion  D.  Burns,  Mary  W.  Thomson. 

Ireland. 
Ellen  J.  Carlin,  Aileen  O'Doherty,  Kathleen  Guinan 
Mary  J.  Rothwell. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

Isolation  Hospital  and  Sanatorium,  Belvedere  Road, 
Burton-on-Trent. — Miss  M.  E.  Ascott  has  been  ap- 
pointed Matron.  She  received  fever  training  at  the 
Park  Hospital  (M.A.B.),  Hither  Green,  Lewisham,  and 
general  training  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester. 
She  has  held  the  position  of  Sister  in  a  Sanatorium, 
and  done  private  nursing  in  Swansea.  As  a  member 
of  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service  she  worked 
as  a  Staff  Nurse  at  the  4th  London  General  Hospital, 
and  42  nd  General  Hospital,  Greece,  and  as  Sister  at  the 
2nd  Western  General  Hospital,  Manchester.  She  has 
been  Pupil  Housekeeper  at  the  Roj^al  Infirmary, 
Manchester,  Home  Sister  at  the  SaUsbury  Infirmary, 
Assistant  Matron  at  the  Hawkmoor  Sanatorium,  and 
the  Kingston  Infirmary,  and  for  the  last  two  years 
has  been  Matron  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
Barry,  Glamorganshire.  She  is  a  Certified  Midwife, 
having  received  her  midwifery  training  at  the  MiUtary 
Families  Hospital,  Devonport. 

Oalsert  (County)  Isolation  Hospital,  near  Larkhall. — 

Miss  H.  J.  More  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Western  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  and  has 
held  the  positions  of  Charge  Nurse  at  Southport  Fever 
Hospital  and  of  Assistant  Matron,  Middle  Ward  Fever 
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Hospital,  Motherwell.  Miss  More  was  a  member  of 
the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Association  and  saw 
service  during  three  years  of  the  war  at  a  field  hospital 
in  Egypt. 

Cupar  District  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Auchter- 
muchty. — Miss  Catherine  Helen  Long  has  been  ap- 
pointed Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Knightwood 
Fever  Hospital,  Glasgow,  and  subsequently  had 
experience  in  medical  and  surgical  nursing  in  a  Private 
Home  in  Glasgow,  and  was  for  three  years  Staff  Nurse 
in  Musselburgh  Fever  Hospital,  doing  administrative 
work  and  taking  Matron's  duties  when  necessary. 
For  over  three  years  she  was  Sister  in  the  diphtheria 
ward  at  the  Heathfield  Hospital,  and  since  March  of 
this  year  has  been  Sister  in  Linlithgow  Fever  Hospital. 
SISTER    TUTOR. 

London  Temperance  Hospital,  Hampstead  Road, 
N.W.I. — Miss  Lena  Abrams  has  been  appointed  Sister 
Tutor.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Southern 
Hospital,  Liverpool,  and  subsequently  had  two  years' 
experience  of  private  nursing,  four  and  a-half  years 
war  work  at  Queen  Mary's  Military  Hospital,  Whalley, 
and  has  been,  for  a  year.  Assistant  Matron  at  Kingston 
Infirmary.  She  is  a  certificated  masseuse  and  a 
Certified  Midwife. 

Coventry  Union  Infirmary. — Miss  Margaret  Cavill 
ihas  been  appointed  Sister  Tutor  and  Home  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Lambeth  Infirmary,  and  has 
been  Sister  at  the  Northern  Hospital  (M.A.B.),  Winch- 
more  Hill,  N.,  Ward  Sister  at  the  Berrington  War 
Hospital,  and  is  Temporary  Sister  at  Lambeth  Hos- 
pital at  the  present  time. 

THEATRE    SISTER. 

London    Temperance     Hospital,     Hampstead     Road, 

N.W. — Miss  Elizabeth  Paul  has  been  appointed  Theatre 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Dundee,  and  held  the  position  of  Theatre  Sister  in  that 
institution  for  two  and  a-half  years,  at  Richmond 
Military  Hospital  one  and  a-half  years,  and  at  the 
Pensions  Hospital,  Orpington,  for  two  and  a-half  years. 
For  two  and  a-half  years  she  was  a  member  of  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  MiUtary  Nursing  Service  Reserve. 
SISTER. 

Victoria  Hospital,  Burnley. — Miss  Dora  Boyd  has 
teen  appointed  Sister  of  a  male  surgical  ward.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Western  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  and 
was  Staff  Nurse  for  two  years  at  the  3rd  Scottish 
General  Hospital,  Stobhill,  Glasgow  (T.F.N. S.),  and 
for  the  last  two  years  Sister  at  the  Royal  Hospital  for 
Sick  Children,   Yorkhill. 

Miss  Phyllis  M.  Anderson  has  been  appointed  Sister 
of  a  medical  ward  in  the  same  institution.  She  was 
trained  at  the  General  Infirmary,  Leeds,  and  is  a 
Certified  Midwife. 


THE  WOMAN'S  MOVEMENT  IN  FINLAND. 


BEQUEST    TO     A     NUR5E. 

Mr.  Arthur  Robert  White,  advertising  contractor, 
who  died  on  June  2ist,  bequeathed  /50  to  Nurse  Sarah 
Ransley. 

"■■ , 

Sister  Bellamy  of  the  Registered  Nurses  Society, 
London,  who  was  one  of  the  nurses  detailed  to  nurse 
the  Crown  Princess  of  Greece  during  her  recent  serious 
illness,  was  delighted  to  receive  from  Her  Royal 
Highness,  as  a  parting  gift  a  lovely  little  brooch — 
a  diamond  surrounded  with  rubies,  set  in  an  oblong 
bar  of  platinum.  Sister  Bellamy  treasures  this 
gracious  memento  the  more,  because  it  really  belonged 
to  the  Princess,  who  evidently  realised  the  added 
value  of  this  personal  touch. 


Women  in  Finland  have  always  shown  them- 
selves full  of  the  progressive  spirit,  and  their 
suffrage  aetivities  won  them  the  vote  in  1906, 
and  gained  municipal  representation  in  1918. 
Suffrage  in  F'nland  is  granted  to  women  on 
the  same  terms  as  men,  and  there  are  to-day 
twenty-one  women  Members  of  Parliament,  who 
keep  a  close  watch  on  all  Bills  relating  to  women 
and  children.  There  is  hardly  a  community  in  the 
Republic  of  Finland,  recognised  by  the  Supreme 
Council  in  1918,  in  which  worhen  are  not  members 
of  the  municipal  council  or  where  they  are  not 
members  of  committees,  and  even  in  the  remotest 
districts  the  women  show  themselves  keenly  inter- 
ested in  municipal  and  national  affairs.  In  the 
elections  of  1919  and  1921  women  played  an  ener- 
getic and  intelligent  part ;  and  they  are  elected 
members  of  the  chief  committee  of  all  the  party 
political  associations. 

A  State  Commission,  which  has  recently  been 
handling  a  Bill  concerning  the  property  rights  of 
women,  contains  two  women  members ;  and  the 
commission  unanimously  recognised  the  following 
principles,  several  of  which  are  particularly  inter- 
esting to  English  women  in  view  of  certain  recent 
cases. 

1.  The  guardianship  of  the  wife  by  the  husband 
is  to  be  abolished. 

2.  The  property  rights  of  husband  and  wife  shall 
depend  upon  their  personal  property ;  but  when  the 
marriage  is  dissolved,  either  by  death  or  by  divorce, 
both  the  husband  and  wife  shall  have  a  right  to 
half  the  other's  property. 

3.  Both  parties  are  under  obligation  to  manage, 
their  personal  property  with  due  care  and  Economy. 

4.  Husbands  and  wives  are  by  mutual  arrange- 
ment allowed  to  alter  their  property  rights  during 
the  marriage. 

5.  Husband  and  wife  have  equal  rights  regard- 
ing the  management  of  home  affairs  and  the  up- 
bringing of  their  children. 

Finland  under  Rusian  rule  was  a  poor  country ; 
and  the  conditions  prevailing  during-  the  years  from 
19 14  to  1919  were  extremely  difficult.  Russia  in- 
vaded Finland  in  1914,  and  in  1918  war  was  actu- 
ally waged  on  her  territories.  The  country  was 
cut  off  and  completely  isolated  from  food  produc- 
ing states ;  and  the  normal  conditions  of  life  were 
greatly  disturbed.  The  women  of  Finland  played 
a  great  part  in  the  averting  of  actual  starvation  by 
their  organisation  of  schemes  to  cultivate  and  pre- 
serve food  products,  and  their  work  in  the  forma- 
tion of  small  holdings.  Furthermore,  they  opened 
workshops  at  Helsingfors,  where  hundreds  of  poor 
women  received  instruction  in  needlecraft  and 
household  industries  the  while  they  received  an 
adequate  salary.  In  1918  the  Finnish  Government 
put  the  seal  on  the  admirable  work  by  opening  a 
Central  Bureau  for  Women  Workers,  which  regu- 
lates the  hours  of  labour,  salaries,  etc.,  and  is 
entirely  supervised  by  trained  women. 

In  1905  the  systematic  feeding  of  school  children 
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was  undertaken,  four  million  marks  yeany  being 
granted  by  the  Finnish  Diet  for  food  and  clothing 
of  necessitous  cases.  The  State  contributes  fifty 
per  cent,  of  the  running  expenses,  and  the  parishes 
and  school  boards  do  the  rest.  Voluntary  workers 
are  encouraged,  and  a  member  of  the  Finnish 
National  Council  of  Women  supervises  the  whole 
scheme,  and  has  done  excellent  work  in  spreading 
information  on  the  subject.  The  State  of  Finland 
has  made  itself  responsible  for  the  care  of  war 
orphans ;  but  here,  again,  voluntary  workers  play 
a  splendid  part.  Indeed,  the  social  welfare  work  of 
Finnish  women  cannot  be  too  highly  praised !  one 
only  regrets  the  sad  necessity  of  the  aftermath  of 
war  which  lias  so  enlarged  the  field  for  their 
labours,  .^s  one  Finnish  lady  said  to  the  writer  : 
"  Had  we  many  more  training  schools  for  social 
workers  we  could  fill  them  all ;  the  work  is  almost 
more  than  we  can  manage  with  our  existing  or- 
ganisations." 

Since  19 14  child-saving  societies  of  every  variety 
have  multiplied  in  Finland — children's  homes,  or- 
phanages, creches,  day  nurseries,  etc.  The  women 
of  Finland  are  tremendously  keen  on  the  moral 
standard  of  their  country.  In  1917  the  chief 
women's  organisations  convened  a  great  congress 
to  discuss  various  aspects  of  the  social  evil,  and 
undoubtedly,  in  spite  of  the  lowering  of  the  moral 
standard  which  the  demoralising  influences  of  the 
war  years  brought  into  being,  the  congress  aroused 
a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  one  immediate  result 
was  fhe  appointment  of  a  number  of  women  police. 
A  permanent  committee,  afterwards  affiliated  as  a 
sub-committee  to  the  National  Council,  is  now 
occupied  in  planning  a  series  of  rescue  homes  in 
country  places.  Legalised  prostitution  was  abol- 
ished in  1907,  but  as  some  system  of  police  control 
and  medical  examination  of  women  only  still  exists, 
the  Women's  Organisations  of  Finland  feel  that 
the  whole  question  needs  careful  watching.  The 
Finnish  Parliament  has  passed  a  law  this  year  on 
the  subject  of  illegitimate  children. 

In   1919  Finland  "  went  dry,"  but  here,  again, 

the  practical  experience  of  the  women  teaches  fhem 

•         tliat  much  educational  work  still  needs  to  be  done 

if  really  good  effects  are  to  be  obtained  from  the 

law,  and  its  sanctity  respected  as  it  should  be. 

Women  have  entered  practically  every  profession 
in  Finland  save  that  of  the  Church  and  the  Army ! 
They  are  professors  and  lecturers  at  the  University 
and  Schools;  they  have  entered  the  Civil  Service, 
and  are  found  in  post  offices,  banks,  and  offices. 
They  hold  office  as  trades'  inspectors,  municipal 
doctors,  and  chemists.  There  are  several  women 
architects,  and  many  of  the  women  doctors  and 
surgeons  have  been  working  for  a  number  of  years 
and  have  built  up  large  private  practices.  Women 
are  employed  in  Government  offices,  but  the  highest 
and  most  responsible  posts  are  only  open  to  men. 
Hospital  nurses  and  midwives  are  well  trained  and 
organised,  but  are  not  particularly  well  paid. 
.Agitation  on  this  subject  will  probably  result  in  an 
alteration  in  their  economic  position. 

Finland  is  a  very  democratic  country,  and  fre- 
quently a  close  co-operation  between  the  peasants 


and  the  educated  classes  takes  place.  The  "Martha-. 
Association,"  one  of  the  largest  and  best  organised 
societies  for  the  teaching  of  domestic  science  and 
market  gardening,  having  a  membership  of  nearly 
25,000,  has  as  its  aim  the  awakening  of  women  to 
their  great  responsibilities  as  guardians  of  the 
home  and  education  of  the  youth  of  Finland.  This 
Association  works  with  a  great  amount  of  solid 
success,  and  its  promoters  are  tactful,  capable 
women,  able  to  surmount  any  little  difficulties 
which  a  lack  of  the  co-operative  spirit,  liable  to  be 
found  among  the  townspeople  and  the  landless 
peasants — a  ready  prey  to  Bolshevism — may  bring 
them  up  against.  The  Martha  Association  did 
splendid  work  during  the  war  years. 

The  women  of  Finland  are  full  of  hope  in  the 
future  of  their  country,  and  very  proud  of  the  part 
they  played  in  the  institution  of  the  free  Republic. 
They  are  following  with  the  keenest  interest  and" 
intelligence  the  progress  of  the  woman's  move- 
ment in  Great  Britain  :  sympathetic  with  the 
struggle  for  fuller  recognition  of  the  rights  of 
citizenship,  a  little  puzzled  and  critical  —  as  well 
they  may  be ! — of  those  who  remain  indifferent  or 
even  hostile  to  the  progressive  programme  of  to- 
day. The  knowledge  that  the  smaller  nations  are 
watching  our  steps  should  stimulate  us  to  a  still 
keener  interest  in  the  pressing  questions  which  still 
await  solution  in  Great  Britain  relative  to  the  well-- 
being  of  women  and  children. 

E.  Chivers  Davies. 
(From  The   Woman's  Leader.) 

OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 

"LITTLE     CUCKOO     FLOWER." 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  after  the  holidays  it 
is  probable  that  the  Six  Point  Group  will  make 
arrangements  for  a  mass  public  meeting  to  discuss 
child  assault.  It  is  high  time  more  determined 
action  was  taken  by  women  in  condemnation  of 
this  appalling  crime,  and  we  feel  sure  our  readers 
will  wish  to  support  such  a  meeting. 

Amongst  the  Bills  to  receive  the  Royal  Assent, 
before  Parliament  adjourned  until  November  14th', 
was  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill.  While 
not  incorporating,  as  finally  passed,  all  that  its 
promoters  hoped,  it  raises  the  "  age  of  consent  "to 
sixteen,  and  abolishes  as  a  defence  to  a  charge 
under  the  Act,  except  in  the  case  of  a  first  offence 
by  men  under  23  years  of  age,  that  the  offender 
had  "  reasonable  cause  to  believe  "  that  the  girl" 
concerned  was  over  the  age  of  sixteen. 


At  the  beginning  of  October  the  Prime  Minister 
will  receive  a  deputation  organised  by  the  National 
Union  of  Societies  for  Equal  Citizenship,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  present  a  memorial  signed  by 
222  members  of  Parliament  asking  the  Govern- 
ment to  carry  legislation  which  will  give  the  vote 
to  women  on  the  same  terms  as  men,  before  the 
next  General  Election.  The  memorial  is  also 
supported  by  a  large  number  of  nationally 
organised  associations. 
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Mrs.  Oliver  Strachey  has  been  adopted  as 
prospective  independent  candidate  for  Brentford 
and  Chiswick. 


Dr.  H.  Wansey  Bayly  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Imperial  Conservative  Association  of  Plymouth  as 
candidate  for  the  Sutton  Division  of  that  town 
a,t  the  next  Parliamentary  election,  in  opposition 
to  Viscountess  Astor,  M.P.,  who  at  present 
represents  that  constituency. 


In  reply  to  a  question  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  Viscountess  Astor,  M.P.,  the  Prime  Minister 
stated  that  it  had  been  decided  by  the  Cabinet  to 
send  some  women  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  the 
Assembly  of  the  League  of  Nations  at  Geneva. 
The  British  Representatives  at  the  Assembly  will 
be  the  Earl  of  Balfour  (Lord  President  of  the 
Council),  Mr.  Fisher  (President  of  the  Board  of 
Education),  and  Colonel  J.  Ward  (C.L.,  Stoke-on- 
Trent)  . 


All  the  money  required  for  the  canopied  statue 
of  St.  Joan  of  Arc  to  be  erected  in  Winchester 
Cathedral  as  the  English  Memorial  to  "  the  Maid," 
has  now  been  received,  and  the  work  put  in  hand. 


Miss  C.  C.  Monro,  of  the  Universities'  Mission 
to  Central  Africa,  speaking  at  the  recent  anni- 
versary meeting  at  the  Central  Hall,  Westminster, 
said  :  "  African  women  do  work  so  hard  and  they 
so  seldom  if  ever  complain  about  it.  You  meet 
them  working  in  the  field  from  morning  to  night, 
carrying  these  heavy  loads,  and  you  say,  '  Much 
work  ?  '  and  they  smile  back  to  you  and  say, 
'  Yes,  much  work,'  but  they  never  say,  '  Too 
much  !  '  I  have  heard  a  sermon  preached  by  an 
African  padre,  Yakobo  Timpwa,  and  African 
padres  can  often  say  much  sterner  things  than  the 
white  padres  do,  and  Yakobo  Timpwa  said  to 
the  men,  '  You  men  do  not  treat  your  wives  as 
really  companions  but  as  servants.  You  want 
a  rice  field  :  your  wife  goes  and  plants  it  while 
you  sit  at  home  and  smoke  your  pipe  ;  your  wife 
weeds  it,  your  wife  guards  it  from  birds  and  pigs, 
and  at  the  time  of  harvest  your  wife  reaps  it  and 
you  tell  her  to  take  the  rice  to  market  and  seU  it, 
and  when  she  comes  home  you  stretch  out  your 
hand  and  you  say,  '  Give  me  the  money  !  '  " 


Education  is  Light  from  God. 

"  The  struggle  for  light,  with  its  wide  fellow- 
ships and  high  enthusiasms,  will  displace  the 
struggle  for  power,  with  its  mean  passions,  its 
monstrous  illusions,  and  its  contemptible  ideals. 

"  The  struggle  for  power  will  end,  not,  as  some 
predict,  in  universal  revolution,  which  would 
merely  set  it  going  again  in  another  form,  but 
by  being  submerged,  lost  sight  of,  snowed  under, 
by  the  greater  interests  that  centre  round  the 
struggle  for  hght." — {Dr.  L.  P.  Jacks.) 


BOOK    OF    THE    WEEK. 

"MY    YEARS    IN    PARIS.'* 

This  very  interesting  book  gives  an  account  of 
the  Court  of  Napoleon  III  between  the  years 
1859-71.  It  is  written  by  Princess  Pauline  Metter- 
nich,  the  wife  of  the  Austrian  Ambassador,  of 
whom  the  Times  speaks  as  a  queen  of  wit,  caprice 
and  fashion.  This  remarkable  woman  died  only 
last  year  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  Her 
reminiscences  are  full  of  fascination,  and  her  inti- 
mate experiences  of  the  beautiful  Empress  make 
very  good  reading  indeed. 

The  Princess,  writing  of  their  first  interview, 
says  :  "  The  general  effect  of  the  Empress  was 
charming.  She  was  wonderfully  graceful.  She 
was  very  simply  dressed.  She  wore  a  black  silk 
skirt  looped  up  all  round,  a  fashion  which  she  her- 
self had  introduced  in  order  to  do  away  with  long 
dresses  while  staying  in  the  country.  A  very 
sensible  fashion,  too,  although  the  Faubourg  St. 
Germain  took  exception  to  it,  saying  she  went  about 
in  short  skirts  like  a  ballet  girl.  With  this  skirt 
she  wore  a  perfectly  simple  red  flannel  shirt,  with 
a  belt  round  her  waist." 

"  Practically  everyone  succumbed  to  the  charm 
of  the  Empress,  and  I  was  absolutely  fascinated 
by  her  grace,  her  kindness  and  her  wonderful 
beauty.  But  even  greater  than  her  beauty  was  the 
incomparable  grace  of  every  movement." 

An  amusing  episode  is  recorded  of  the  Society 
d'i  la  Charity  Maternelle,  founded  by  Queen 
Marie  Antoinette.  No  one  but  the  reigning  sove- 
reign was  allowed  to  be  its  president  and  protectress. 

The  Archbishop  in  his  ecclesiastical  robes,  and 
accompanied  by  his  grand  vicars,  came  officially 
to  beg  the  Empress  to  accept  the  presidency.  A 
great  many  people  were  present.  The  Empress 
was  quite  wrought  up,  but  was  satisfied  that  she 
knew  the  little  speech  she  had  prepared  by  heart. 

The  poor  Archbishop,  overcome  by  nervousness, 
could  get  no  further  than  "  Madame."  Three 
times  he  repeated  this,  followed  by  an  interminable 
pause,  during  which  everyone  present  went  through 
torture.  As  for  Madame  de  la  Beydoy^re,  she 
completely  lost  her  head  and  suddenly  cried 
"Bravo"!!!  at  the  top  of  her  voice.  But  the 
climax  was  not  yet  reached.  A  moment  later  the 
Empress  burst  out  crying.  Stumbling  down  the 
steps  and  sobbing  hysterically,  her  Majesty  bowed 
to  the  wretched  Archbishop  and  retired  to  her  own 
apartment,  followed  by  the  entire  Court. 

Afterwards  the  Emperor  pointed  out  to  her  that 
a  few  words  from  her  would  have  put  the  Arch- 
bishop at  his  ease.  But  the  poor  Empress  pro- 
tested that  she  had  prepared  nothing  but  a  little 
speech  thanking  him  for  his  touching  and  eloquent 
words ! 

One  thing  the  Empress  thoroughly  enjoyed  was 
a  day  in  .the  country,  and  the  dullest  person  could 
not  fail  to  be  amused  at  the  account  of  the  ascent 
of  La  Rune.  The  party  numbered  about  fifty. 
Apparently    Her    Majesty's    appreciation    was    not 

*  By  Princess  Pauline  Metternich.  Nash  & 
Grayson  :  London, 
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BOROFAX' 


BRAND 


Boric       Acid        Ointment 


Antiseptic     and     Emollient 


Prevents  dryness  and  cracking  of  the  skin 
often  brought  about  by  continuous  immer- 
sion of  the  hands  in  antiseptic  solutions. 

Excellent  also  as  an  antiseptic  lubricant 
for  instruments,  etc. 

Always  clean  and  free  from 
contamination. 


Burroughs  VELLCOMEt  CO_Loimo»iBsoj 


-~  BOROFAX'"-" 

BORIC  ACID  OINTMENT 


Collapsible    tubes. 
All  Chemists  and   Stores 


Burroughs    Wellcome    &    Co.,    London 


N  401 


COPYRIGHT 


Garrould's 


HOSPITAL   CONTRACTORS 
150  to  162,  Edgware  Rd„  London,  W.2 


WASHING    COTTON    DRESS    MATERIALS. 

As  used  In  the  principal  Hospitals,  Asylums,  and  Nursing  Institutions.      Patterns  and  Prices  Post  Free. 


Halifax.  Linen  finished  Washing  Cloth,  made  expressly  for 
Nurses'  wear,  in  pale  blue,  pink,  grey,  rose,  butcher,  navy, 
&c.,  also  in  stripes,  30  inches  wide.  1/6  J  yard. 

Garrould's.  Hospital  Begatta  Cloth,  white  ground  with 
coloured  stripes,  30  inches  wide.  l/8i  yard.  Checks  and 
mixed  blues.  1/9 J  yard. 


Egerton.     Mercerised  Oxford  Cloth,  in  pink,  sky,  blue,  grey 

fawn,  butcher,  red,  black,  30  inches  wide.    2/3J  yard. 
Salvador.    Washing  Cloth,  suitable  for  Nurses'  wear,  in  fine 

checks  and  stripes,  in  grey,  navj',  light  blue,  red  and  black, 

40  inclies  wide.    2/6J  yara. 
Hector.     Drill,   very   durable,   in   plain   colours,   light,    mid, 

30  inches.   2/6i  yard. 


-»l  The'MlRAHDA"  DRESS. 

In    HOSPITAL    WASHING 

NURSE  CLOTHS.     Stock  sizes 

(Unlined),  from  12/6  ;   (Lined), 

14-/6-  Made  to  Special  Measure, 

wiih  Fittings  and  Bodice  Lined, 

23/6- 

Patterns,     Measurement 

Forms   and  illustrations 

of  other  styles.  Post  Free. 

The  "FLORA"  t**" 
With  Gored  Skirt. 
Stout  Linen-finished  Cloth,  60  in. 
wide  at  the  foot,  3/6,  3/11, 
4/1 1 ,  and  5/1 1 .  In  threesizes. 
Length  34,  36,  38  in.  Also  Waist 
33  in.  Wide  skirt  to  meet  at  back, 
5/ 11  and  6/11.  See  Catalogue 
for  further  selection. 

Catalogue  of  Nurses  Uni- 
forms. Surgical  Instruments 
and  Appliances  Post  Free. 


The  The 

.'AMHERST"        "ARMY" 

Full  range  of  Patterns  and 
Prices  Measurement  Forms,  also 
other  designs  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


Teleiframs— "GARROULD.    EDGE.   LONDON. 


■vol  The  '  YARCIA" 
(Reg.)  COLLAR. 
Made  to  tlope  upon  the 
shoulders.  One  stud  hole, 
2  in.  deep,  lOid.  each. 
Two  stud  holes,  24  in.  deep. 
1  /Did. 


The  "YARCIA" 
(Regd.)  CUFF 

(Round  Corners) 

3iin.  deep.l/OJpr. 
4  in.  deep,  1/2  J  pr. 


Garrould's  New 
NURSE'S  "YEIL-HAT." 

Made  of  fine  Navy  Straw,  with 

Silk  VeU.  1 5/1 1,  or  with  Crepe- 

de-Chine  Veil,  18/11. 

Illustrations  &  Prices  of  Bonnets. 
Storm  Caps,  etc.,  Post  Free. 

ORDERS  OYER  10/-  in  Yalae 
Carriage  Paid. 


Teleohonaa— 5320.    5321.   and   629-7  PADDINGTON. 
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shared  by  the  other  ladies  of  the  party.  Night  fell 
before  the  exhausted  women,  unaccustomed  to 
walking,  again  reached  the  carriages  that  conveyed 
them  home. 

The  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth  that  went  on 
was  positively  indecent.  The  ladies-in-waiting 
were  suddenly  metamorphosed  into  red-hot  rebels, 
the  guests  into  revolutionaries  raging  at  sovereigns 
w'hose  outrageous  whims  transported  them  against 
their  will  to  a  well-nigh  inaccessible  mountain  top. 

But  the  adventures  were  outrivalled  by  those  in 
the  next  picnic  at  sea  in  the  "Seagull,"  when  the 
whole  party  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
drowned.  Even  the  Empress  felt  nervous  when 
at  length  she  stepped  on  shore.  Seeing  the 
Emperor,  who  was  anxiously  awaiting  her,  she 
went  straight  up  to  him.  "  Our  picnic  has  not 
been  much  of  a  success,"  she  said. 

He  answered  sharply  :  "  There  must  be  an  end 
of  these  escapades."  The  Princess  describes  the 
appearance  of  the  whole  party  as  "  like  nothing  on 
earth." 

The  visit  of  King  Ludwig  I  of  Bavaria  to  the 
Paris  Exhibition  caused  great  amusement  to  the 
vivacious  Princess.  His  eccentricities  wero  known 
all  over  Europe. 

*'  I  was  presented  to  him  at  St.  Cloud,  where 
Their  Majesties  were  in  residence  and  where  a 
large  party  was  held  in  his  honour.  I  remember 
the  general  consternation  that  followed  on  the 
entrance  of  King  Ludwig. 

"  The  Emperor  Napoleon,  accompanied  by  all 
his  Ministers,  advanced  to  meet  him.  '  May  I  be 
allowed  to  present  these  gentlemen  to  your 
Majesty?  '  he  asked. 

"  The  King,  without  a  moment's  hesitation, 
replied  :  '  Certainly  not !  It  would  bore  me  to 
death.'  The  Emperor  roared  with  laughter,  but 
the  Ministers  returned  to  their  places  looking  un- 
commonly small." 

Another  anecdote  of  him  relates  how  he  told  the 
mother  of  three  daughters  (a  lady  of  his  acquaint- 
ance) that  "  they  might  be  very  good  girls,  but 
they  were  remarkablv  ugly." 

The  volume  concludes  in  a  far  different  strain — 
the  fall  of  the  Empire — and  we  regret  that  space 
will  not  allow  us  to  quote  from  these  sad  passages. 
But  to  those  of  our  readers  who  are  able  to  obtain 
the  book,  our  advice  is — Read  it.  H.  H. 

ETERNITIE. 

O  yeares  !     O  Age  !  "  Farewell  : 
Behold  I  go,      "' 
Where  I  do  know 
Infinitie  to  dwell. 

And  these  mine  eyes  shall  see 

All  time,  how  they 

Are  lost  i'  the  sea 
Of  vast  eternitie. 

Where  never  Moone  shall  sway 

The  starres  ;     but  she. 

And  night  shall  be 
Drowned  in  one  endlesse  day. 

Herrick,  1591-1674. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  w^ay 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

HIGH     TIME. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying 
that  the  Minister  of  Health  has  power,  under  the 
Nurses  Registration  Act,  1919,  to  decide  what 
the  necessary  clerical  staff  shall  consist  of  for  the 
carrying  on  of  the  business  of  Registration. 
When  it  becomes  essential  to  appoint  a  lady  at  a 
salary  of  ;^250  per  annum  to  do  the  work  that 
certain  members  of  the  Council  were  doing  without 
cost  to  the  nurses,  and  when  a  staff  of  some  18  or 
19  is  necessary  in  order  that  about  seven  thousand 
nurses  may  be  placed  on  the  Register,  is  it  not 
time  for  them  to  approach  the  Minister  and  ask 
him  to  apply  the  guillotine  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  Paul. 

Regent  Square,  W.C. 

A    REGARD   FOR    ECONOMY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — The  methods  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  are  not  such  as  commend  them- 
selves to  the  ordinary  mind  possessing  a  regard 
for  responsibility  and  for  economy.  An  important 
duty  of  the  Council  "  to  form  and  keep  a  register 
of  nurses  "  is  first  relegated  to  a  Registrar.  A 
personal  friend  of  the  Registrar  is  then  made  her 
secretary  at  a  salary  of  ,^250  per  annum,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  Standing  Finance  Committee 
withholds  its  approval  to  the  creation  of  the 
office,  and  that  this  Secretary  has  had  no  secre- 
tarial training.  Such  a  method  of  selection  would 
not  be  allowed  for  the  appointment  of  even  an 
assistant  matron  to  any  reputable  hospital.  Then 
steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that  the  recipient  of 
the  salary  is,  after  elimination  of  other  applicants, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  body  who  appoints,  the  best 
obtainable.  There  appears  to  be  at  headquarters 
a  systematic  oblivion  that  the  money  spent  so 
ruthlessly  on  staff  comes  out  of  our  pockets.  The 
sooner  we  nurses  are  allowed  to  manage  our  own 
concerns  the  better.  I  greatly  deprecate  the 
high-handed  and  unbusinesshke  procedure  which 
now  obtains. 

Yours   faithfully, 

Ellen  B.  Kingsford, 

54,  Westby  Road,  Registered  Nurse. 

Boscombe. 

THE     ROYAL     SANITARY     INSTITUTE 
CONGRESS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor. — I  spent  part  of  my  holiday  at 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Congress  this  year, 
as  I  also  did  in  1920  and  1921,  and  I  find  it  well 
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worth  while.  The  fine  presidential  address  of 
Major-General  the  Right  Hon.  J.  E.  B.  Seely  was 
interesting  from  start  to  finish. 

The  lecture  by  Dr.  Saleeby  on  "  Sunlight  and 
Health,"  with  lantern  shdes,  was  also  fuU  of 
interest,  showing  the  need  for  smokeless  towns  to 
give  the  sun  a  chance  to  shine  in  the  towns  as  well 
as  the  country.  Infant  Welfare,  and  Ante-Natal 
Work  and  Health  Visitors  were  all  freely  discussed. 
Two  of  the  most  interesting  discussions  were  on 
"  The  Effect  of  an  Inefficient  Midwifery  Service  on 
the  Health  of  the  Female  Population,"  and  "  A 
Loophole  in  the  Mid  wives'  Act."  I  wish  aU 
midwives  had  been  present  to  hear  these  two 
lectures  and  the  discussions  which  followed.  It  is 
a  great  pity  many  more  nurses,  health  visitors  and 
midwives  do  not  attend  these  conferences.  There 
should  have  been  more  than  double  the  number. 
The  number  of  delegates  and  members  from  all 
the  principal  towns  and  cities  of  the  British  Isles, 
as  well  as  from  all  parts  of  the  world  except 
Germany,  were  970,  but  mainly  men.  I  hope 
these  few  words, though  so  imperfectly  put  together, 
may  stimulate  interest  in  future. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Emily  S.  Lewis. 

Augustus  Road, 

Hammersmith,  W.6. 

THE    PROTECTION    OF    WOMEN. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Have  the  people  of  England, 
I  wonder,  become  numbed  and  insensible  to 
the  atrocities  that  are  taking  place  every  day  in 
Ireland  ?  Many  years  ago  accounts  of  the  Bulgar- 
ian and  Armenian  atrocities  sent  a  thrill  of  righteous 
horror  and  practical  sympathy  through  the 
country,  and  rightly  so  ;  they  are  our  fellow 
creatures.  What  is  the  matter  with  the  mind 
and  heart  of  England,  that,  when  her  own  people 
are  suffering  in  like  manner,  no  general  protest 
is  made  ?  How  is  it  that  we  don't  mobilise  our 
forces  into  a  great  moral  army  of  resistance? 
•Those  monsters  of  cruelty,  not  content  with 
murder,  arson,  and  anarchy,  are  now  outraging 
their  own  women-folk.  The  notorious  "  Tipper- 
ary  "  case  has  been  discussed  in  the  Press,  and 
Lord  Carson  has  taken  care  that  his  colleagues 
in  the  House  of  Lords  should  know  all  about  it, 
and  he  has  since  told  them  that  he  knows  of 
another  case  quite  as  infamous.  A  contemporary, 
whose  veracity  we  cannot  doubt,  states  that  it 
holds  particulars  of  "  unprintable  "  deeds  of  this 
nature  in  Ireland.  England  ought  to  be  blazing 
from  end  to  end  over  this  hideous  brutality.  I 
do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  matter  in  this  Journal 
from  the  political  standpoint,  but  it  is  our  duty 
as  women,  as  nurses,  as  human  beings  with  human 
hearts  to  feel  and  to  grieve  and  to  act  in  whatever 
measure  we  can,  and  to  make  known  to  our 
readers  and  others  the  inhuman  savagery  that  is 
being  perpetrated  in  the  adjacent  island.  So 
near  is  Ireland  to  England — does  that  not  suggest 
something  ?  "Be  sober,  be  vigilant "  is  not 
merely  a  warning,  but  a  divine  command,  which 


it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  aU  professing  Christians  to 
obey  ;  and  surely  there  could  scarcely  be  any  time 
all  down  the  history  of  the  ages,  when  obedience  to 
it  was  more  necessary.  A  very  excellent  and 
practical  suggestion  has  been  recently  made  by  a 
correspondent  in  a  weekly  contemporary,  namely, 
that  "  loyal  men  "  should  be  organised  into  some 
sort  of  association  which  might  be  a  bulwark  to 
our  King  in  the  "  dreadful  months  to  come." 
Another  writer,  commenting  upon  it,  says : — 
Let  any  such  organisation  have  for  one  of  its' 
objects  the  protection  of  women,  old  women  and 
young."  In  this  I  cordially  concur,  but  I  am  most 
Qoncerned  with  young  women  and  children. 
Nurses,  like  doctors,  are  the  trustees  of  the  nation's 
health,  and  foreseeing  how  great  will  be  the 
measure  of  physical  degeneracy  to  posterity,  if 
unbridled  vice  is  to  go  unchecked,  I  trust  that 
the  resolution  that  was  passed  at  a  meeting  held 
at  the  R.B.N. A.  Club,  on  July  22nd,  namely  that 
a  public  meeting  should  be  held  in  the  autumn  to 
demand  punishment  of  an  effective  and  deterrent 
nature  for  this  appalling  crime,  will  have  a  very 
practical  response.  In  the  meantime,  all  that  we 
can  do  to  show  our  detestation  and  horror  at 
the  very  prevalent  outrages  on  women  which 
are  now  taking  place  in  Ireland,  should  be  done 
in  all  earnestness. 

B.  K. 

KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

Second  to  None. 
Miss  Susan  May. — "  I  notice  in  the  reports  of 
hospital  annual  meetings  every  committee  claims 
that  their  methods  and  their  nurses  are  '  second  to 
none,'  or  the  '  best  in  the  world.'  When  the  State 
Syllabus  and  State  Examination  are  in  force  these 
vain  boasts  must  cease.  Anyway,  we  shall  know 
which  schools  turn  out  efficiently  trained  nurses — 
and  the  sooner  the  better." 

WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Appli;:ation  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 

England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N.W. 

Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

No  nurse  who  has  not  been  registered  by 
September  22nd  will  be  eligible  to  vote  for  the 
Direct  Nurse  Representatives  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  at  the 
forthcoming  election,  so  that  there  is  no  time  to 
lose  if  a  nurse  wishes  to  exercise  her  professional 
franchise. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

Do  not  delay  to  send  in  your  application  forms 
at  an  early  date. 

■  ■ 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

August  7,6th. — What  are  the  principal  diseases 
of  the  urinary  system,  and  the  nursing  points 
you  would  observe  in  caring  for  patients  suffering 
from  them  ? 
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TKe   Midwife. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES    BOARD. 


At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  applications  were  considered  from  four 
women  to  be  certified  by  the  Board  under  Section 
10  of  the  Midwives  Act,  191 8,  by  reason  of  holding 
the  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
Ireland,  obtained  in  virtue  of  the  possessiori  of  tlje 
Certificate  of  the  Hospital  specified  in  each  case, 
gained  after  training  and  examination  by  that 
Hospital : — Midwives  Evelyn  Mary  Power, 
National  Maternity  Hospital,  Dublin ;  Winifred 
Ryan,  Coombe  Lying-in  Hospital ;  Charlotte 
Stevens,  Cork  Maternity  Hospital ;  Elizabeth 
Malone,  Coombe  Lying-in  Hospital. 

It  was  agreed  :  "  That  the  standard  of  training 
undergone  by  the  above  women  at  their  respective 
Hospitals  and  the  Examinations  at  those  Hospitals 
passed  by  them  and  accepted  by  the  Central 
Midwives'  Board  for  Ireland,  being  equivalent  to 
the  standard  adopted  by  the  Board,  their  names 
be  entered  on  the  Midwives  Roll  and  a  Certificate 
granted  to  each  of  them  on  payment  of  the  fee  of 
one  guinea  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  191 8,  Section  10." 

The  Secretary  reported  that,  in  conformity  with 
the  Board's  Resolutions  of  July  25th,  191 8,  and 
October  14th,  1920,  he  had  placed  on  the  Roll  the 
names  of  the  following  women  holding  a  Certificate 
of  having  passed  the  Examination  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  or  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  Ireland,  as  the  case  may  be  : — 

Midwives  Frances  Maud  Hoey  (No.  57696), 
Jessie  Maitland  (No.  57S97),  Frances  Mary  Mac- 
donald  (No.  57698),  Jeanie  Williamson  McLean 
(No.  57699). 

EXAMINATION  PAPER. 

The  following  are  the  questions  set  at  the 
Examination  held  by  the  Central  Midwives' 
Board  on  August  ist,  in  London,  Bristol,  Manches- 
ter, and  Newcastle-on-Tyne  : — 

1.  Describe  the  true  conjugate  diameter  of 
the  pelvis.  How  can  you  form  an  opinion  as  to 
its  length  ?  What  is  the  importance  of  this 
information  ? 

2.  How  do  you  recognise  the  presence  of  twins 
during  the  first  stage  of  labour  ?  Describe  the 
management  of  such  a  case. 

3.  What  are  the  causes  of  ophthalmia  neonat- 
orum ?  Describe  the  symptoms  as  they  appear. 
What  are  the  dangers  to  the  child  ?  What  do 
the  Rules  of  the  Board  require  you  to  do  with 
regard  to  this  condition  ? 

4.  Describe  the  parts  of  the  birth  passage  which 
undergo  dilatation  during  labour.  What  condi- 
tions delay  the  process  of  dilatation  ? 

5.  What  conditions  in  the  child  and  the  mother 


render    breast    feeding     difficult  ?     What     steps 
would  you  take  to  overcome  these  difficulties  ? 

6.  What  is  the  essential  difference  between 
white  and  blue  asphyxia  in  a  newborn  child  ? 
What  would  you  do  for  the  child  in  each  case  ? 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD   FOR 
IRELAND. 

Successful  Candidates. 

At  the  recent  examination  held  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  Ireland,  the  successful  candi- 
dates received  their  training  in  the  following 
institutions  : — 

Dublin. — Rotunda  Hospital,  24  ;  Coombe  Hos- 
pital, II  ;    National  Maternity  Hospital,  18. 

Belfast. — Incorporated  Maternity  Hospital,  10  ; 
Workhouse  Maternity  Hospital,  7  ;  Malone  Place 
Refuge,  2. 

Cork. — Cork  Maternity  Hospital,  7 ;  Cork 
Lying-in  Hospital,  7. 

Lurgan  Maternity  Hospital,  i. 
Curragh  Military  Families  Hospital,  i. 


FOURTH     INTERNATIONAL    CONGRESS 

FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF 

MOTHERHOOD     AND     INFANCY. 

The  third  International  Congress  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Motherhood  and  Infancy  was  held,  writes 
the  Paris  correspondent  of  the  Lancet,  at  Berlin 
in  191 1  ;  the  fourth  took  place  in  Paris  recently, 
and  was  a  great  success,  30  nations  being  represen- 
ted. The  necessity  of  encouraging  pregnant 
women  to  go  for  consultation  to  the  out-patient 
clinic  of  a  maternity  hospital  during  the  last 
months  of  pregnancy  was  much  insisted  upon  as 
well  as  the  need  of  recording  the  peculiarities  of 
each  case  in  a  special  "  maternity  booklet  "  to 
be  kept  by  the  mother  for  reference  in  other 
pregnancies.  Confinement  at  home  was  dis- 
cussed, and  the  necessity  of  pecuniary  allowances 
for  poor  families  was  regarded  as  an  absolute 
necessity.  Mr.  Armand  Delille  suggested  that 
the  children  of  tuberculous  parents  should  be 
taken  away  and  sent  to  the  country  under  the 
care  of  a  healthy  family.  It  was  recommended 
that  women  depending  on  charitable  institutions 
during  and  immediately  after  their  confinement 
should  be  compelled  to  bring  their  offspring  to 
special  consultations  for  infants,  and  for  periodical 
medical  examination  The  efficiency  of  creches 
and  district  nurses  was  also  considered.  The 
fifth  congress  will  be  held  at  Madrid  in  1925. 
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EDITORIAL. 


HEALTH    IN   THE   FACTORY. 

Among-  the  many  openings  for  nurses  at  the 
present  day  is  that  of  factory  nurse. 

Foremost  amongf  the  firms  which  have  taken 
steps  to  conserve  the  health  of  their  employees 
is  that  of  Messrs.  Cadbury  Bros.,  of  Bourn- 
ville,  who  have  recently  published  a  pamphlet, 
entitled  "  Health  in  the  Factory,"  in  which 
they  state  that  the  care  for  health  at  Boum- 
ville  may  be  regarded  from  three  aspects. 
From  the  point  of  view  of  the  public,  it 
ensures  that  the  firm's  product  is  pure  and 
wholesome — a  first  essential  in  a  food-produc- 
ing- factory.  The  workers  are  relieved  of  many 
anxieties  attaching  to  the  incidence  of  sickness 
in  themselves  and  their  families,  to  say  nothing 
of  their  own  bodily  comfort  and  well-being. 
The  jirm — apart  from  any  humanitarian  con- 
siderations— obtains  an  efficiency  and  stability 
in  its  labour-force  resulting  from  a  healthy, 
contented  worker,  a  minimum  time-loss 
through  ill-health,  as  well  as  the  confidence  of 
a  sensitive  public  in  its  manufactures. 
•  The  factory  is  surrounded  by  beautiful 
g-rounds — notably  the  Men's  and  Girls'  Re- 
creation Grounds,  with  tree-shaded  lawns, 
flower-beds,  swimming  pools,  lily  ponds,  &c., 
and  among  the  factory  buildings  themselves 
lawns  with  trees  and  flowers  are  introduced 
where  possible. 

There  are  dressing-rooms,  with  facihties  for 
•drying  wet  clothes,  and  over-shoes  are  sup- 
plied at  low  rates  during  particularly  wet  or 
snowy  weather.  Both  girls  and  men  are  re- 
quired to  wear  overalls,  mostly  of  white 
holland  (this  also  applies  to  girls  in  offices), 
and,  in  some  departments,  caps  completely  to 
cover  the  hair.  There  is  adequate  lavatory 
and  sanitary  accommodation,  and  facilities  are 
provided   for   hot   baths,    shower    baths,    &c.. 


during  and  after  working  hours.  There  is 
sufficient  accommodation  to  provide  every 
woman  employee  with  a  weekly  bath. 
"  Bubble  "  fountains  are  put  up  in  various 
parts  of  the  factory,  where  employees  may 
quench  their  thirst.  These  fountains,  in  which 
the  water  rises  clear  of  the  apparatus,  are 
considered  much  more  sanitary  than  the 
common  drinking-cup.  Among  other  pro- 
visions is  the  introduction  of  a  rest-pause,  with 
the  opportunity  to  obtain  refreshment. 

The  doctors  are  available  for  consultation 
and  advice  in  all  matters  affecting  working 
conditions,  but  their  chief  duty  lies  in  dealing 
with  the  personnel,  the  treatment  of  individual 
illness  and  accident,  and  the  examination  of 
applicants  for  work,  with  a  view  to  preventing 
unsuitable  persons  from  being  employed,  and 
to  ensure  that  those  engaged  are  not  employed 
on  work  for  which  they  are  not  physically 
suitable. 

The  fact  that  this  one  factory  alone  employs 
two  full-time  registered  medical  practitioners 
(a  medical  man  and  a  medical  woman)  and  four 
trained  nurses,  three  of  whom  afe  certificated 
masseuses,  is  an  indication  of  the  amount  of 
preventive  as  well  as  curative  work  which 
needs  to  be  done  in  connection  with  a  great 
industrial  organisation  of  this  nature,  and 
the  injury  to  industry  which  takes  place  when 
preventable  illness  occurs.  "  The  sick  worker 
in  industry  is  a  weight  carried  by  his  fellows." 

In  addition  to  treatment  by  the  Works 
doctors,  all  cases  of  illness  treated  at  home, 
whether  by  the  Works  doctors  or  by  a  private 
doctor,  are  seen  p>eriodically  by  one  of  the 
nurses,  provided  that  he  lives  within  a  radius 
of  three  miles.  The  nurses  take  charge  of 
districts,  their  work  being  very  similar  to  that 
of  the  ordinary  district  nurse.  To  one  inspired 
by  a  passion  for  prevention  the  post  of  factory 
nurse  offers  an  opportunity  for  happy  work. 
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EPIDEMIC     DIARRHCEA. 


A  very  interesting-  and  instructive  lecture  on 
epidemic  (or  summer)  diarrhoea,  g-iven  by  Dr. 
Donald  Paterson,  M.R.C.P.,  at  the  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond  Street, 
VV.C,  where  he  is  physician  to  the  Out- 
patient Department,  is  published  in  the  Lancet, 
from  which  we  extract  the  following.  The 
lecture  is  an  analysis  of  84  fatal  casest  which 
came  to  post-mortem  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1921. 

During-  this  year  147  cases  diagnosed 
summer  diarrhoea  were  admitted,  and  less  than 
one-half  were  discharged  cured,  and  Dr. 
Paterson  says,  although  this  would  appear  a 
very  high  mortality,  actually  the  figures  com- 
pare well  with  those  of  any  other  institution 
like  Great  Ormond  Street  Hospital,  where  only 
the  most  severe  cases  are  brought. 

Dr.  Paterson  writes  : — 

Epidemic  diarrhcea,  or  epidemic  enteritis,  is  a 
disease  affecting  infants  and  very  young  children 
during  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September, 
and  sometimes  October.  It  is  characterised  by  an 
acute  gastro-intestinal  upset,  with  diarrhoea  and 
vorniting,  a  low  blood  pressure,  collapse,  dehydra- 
tion, symptoms  of  intoxication,  or  symptoms 
resembling  shock.  There  is  a  high  mortality. 
The  setiology  remains  indefinite.  What  part 
bacterial  infection  plays — whether  it  is  a  primary 
cause  or  whether  merely  of  secondary  importance 
— is  not  known.  Whether  this  disease  be  due  to 
the  action  of  bacteria  on  the  food,  either  before 
or  after  ingestion — whether  or  not  there  are  several 
diseases  grouped  under  this  one  term — whether 
we  are  really  dealing  with  one  of  the  so-called 
filter-passing  virus  group  remains  to  be  proved. 

In  dealing  with  a  disease  in  which  the  chief 
symptoms,  those  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  are 
common  to  so  many  other  diseases,  the  difficulties 
of  making  a  correct  diagnosis  are  great  indeed. 
I  propose,  therefore,  to  base  my  remarks  on  the 
findings  in  84  cases  which  came  to  post-mortem 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  192 1.  In  this 
way,  I  exclude  such  diseases  as  cerebro-spinal 
fever,  pneumonia  or  empyema,  pyopericardium, 
and  other  conditions  which  may  give  rise  to 
diarrhoea  and  vomiting  in  infants.  When  we 
consider  that,  out  of  the  297  deatlis  which  occurred 
in  Great  Ormond  Street  Hospital  under  the  age 
of  twelve  years  during  the  year  1921  there  were 
73  deaths  attributed  to  summer  diarrhoea,  we 
cannot  but  realise  the  seriousness  of  the  complaint. 
The  figure  73  does  not  include  all  the  cases  of 
summer  diarrhoea,  as  a  certain  number  were 
recorded  under  the  complication  which  occurred 
during  the  course  of  the  disease  ;  the  figures 
really  ought  to  be  84. 

Treatment. 
Remarks  on  treatment  following  reports  of  a 
very  large  number  of  post-mortem  findings  need 


some  explanation.  I  have  included  them  because 
there  are  certain  lines  of  treatment,  which,  if 
adopted  early,  undoubtedly  tend  to  benefit  the 
patient  to  a  marked  extent,  and  there  are  certain 
methods  which  tend  to  do  the  patient  much  harm, 
although  applicable  to  other  forms  of  diarrhoea. 

The  treatment  should  in  my  experience  be 
directed  along  the  following  lines  : — 

(i)  The  removal  of  the  child  from  the  surround- 
ings in  which  it  contracted  the  disease.  This  is 
an  all-important  point,  as  during  the  warm 
weather  the  hot,  still  atmosphere  of  the  tenement 
tends  to  lower  the  vitality  of  the  child,  and  the 
symptoms  rapidly  grow  worse.  Both  in  its 
causation  and  in  its  treatment,  therefore,  heat 
should  be  looked  on  as  playing  an  important  part. 
Anyone  who  has  been  through  an  epidemic  of 
diarrhoea  at  a  big  children's  hospital  must  have 
noticed  the  general  improvement  in  the  cases 
during  a  temporary  cool  spell  of  weather,  and  the 
immediate  relapse  during  another  hot  spell. 
Fresh  moving  air  seems  to  help  in  this  disease,  as 
much  as  it  does  in  the  respiratory  diseases  of 
children. 

(2)  Make    good    the    dehydration.     The    most 
important  treatment  which  a  hospital  can  attempt 
is  the  administering  of  salines,   which  is  almost 
impossible  to  carry  out  in  the  child's  own  home 
surroundings.     That  the  great  part  of  the  distress 
which  the  child  seems  to  be  suffering  is  due  to 
dehydration  there  seems  little  doubt.     The  best 
method    of    administering    the    salines    has    been 
largely  debated,  and  of  late,  especially  in  America, 
the  intraperitoneal  method  has  come  into  favour. 
Some  of  the  advantages  claimed  are,  that  it  is  more, 
painless,  quicker  to  administer,  and  quicker  to  be 
absorbed    than    the   subcutaneous    method.     The 
child  receives  the  saline  at  a  known  temperature, 
and  it  has  not  had  a  chance  to  cool  off  as  in  the 
subcutaneous  method,  where  it  must  pass  slowly 
from  the  raised  reservoir  along  the  rubber  tubing. 
The  dangers  of  wounding  the  bowel  seem  slight, 
and  there  should  be  little  chance  of  introducing  an 
infection  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.     Whether  the 
presence  of  the  saline  increases  the  liability  for 
infection  to  pass  from  the  bowel  to  the  peritoneum,  , 
however,  is  not  clear.    It  should  be  noted,  however, 
that  for  some  days  after  the  operation  the  child 
will  not  allow  the  abdomen  to  be  palpated.     This  . 
method  of  administering  saline  was  adopted  largely 
during  the  1921  epidemic  at  this  hospital,  although 
saline  was  also  administered  subcutaneously  in  less 
urgent  cases.     There  seemed  a  distinct  advantage 
in   the   intraperitoneal  method   of  administration 
if  the  collapse  and  dehydration  was  urgent,  but 
because  of  the  risks  named  above,  it  is  not  a  method 
to  be  used  except  in  these  cases.     To  administer 
large  quantities  of  fluid  by  the  mouth  is  rational,  , 
and  frequent  feeds  of  a  bland  fluid  should  be  given. 
(3)  Composition  of  the  feed.    Various  feeds  have 
been  tried.     Albumin  water,   plain  boiled  water,  , 
barley  and  rice  water,   weak  freshly-brewed  tea.  . 
During    the    1921    epidemic,    water    containing    a  , 
yl  per  cent,  solution  of  glucose  was  used  largely.  . 
It  was  sweet,  the  child  liked  it  and  would  take  it- 
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in  large  quantities  ;  it  was  cheap,  and  contained 
a  larger  number  of  calories  than  any  other  form 
of  food  equally  bland.  The  glucose  water  also 
combated  acidosis,  which  in  the  acute  cases  with 
"  air-hunger  "  was  an  urgent  problem.  Frequent 
small  feeds  whenever  the  child  was  awake  seemed 
to  be  the  best  plan,  and  the  children  seemed  to  do 
better  on  glucose  water  than  on  any  other  feed. 
As  stimulants  for  the  collapse,  15  to  20  minims 
of  brandy  every  four  hours  seemed  to  be  of  benefit 
to  small  infants,  and  acted  as  a  sleep  producer  as 
well.  Apart  from  this,  we  relied  on  the  intra- 
peritoneal and  subcutaneous  salines  and  on  mustard 
baths  for  the  treatment  of  the  collapse. 

For  the  diarrhoea,  in  the  early  stages  an  initial 
dose  of  castor  oil  was  given  if  the  child  was  not 
too  collapsed.  No  attempt  was  made  at  this  stage 
to  stop  the  number  of  motions,  as  it  was  considered 
that  toxic  substances  either  from  the  food  or  from 
the  action  of  bacteria  were  being  got  rid  of.  Later, 
however,  either  a  bismuth  mixture  or  small  doses 
of  a  castor  oil  mixture  were  administered.  Opium 
preparations  were  not  used  during  the  acute  stages 
at  all  and  seemed  to  be  contra-indicated.  Kaolin 
was  tried  on  several  cases  without  appreciable 
results.  Intestinal  antiseptics  do  not  seem  to 
affect  this  condition.  Anti-dysenteric  serum  was 
given  in  several  cases,  but  not  in  sufficient  numbers 
for  conclusions  to  be  drawn.  In  certain  cases  the 
pyrexia  and  symptoms  of  intoxication  abate  only 
during  starvation.  Any  attempt  to  get  the  child 
back  to  a  feed  which  would  support  life  seemed  to 
lead  to  a  recurrence  of  the  symptoms.  Usually  the 
child  succumbed  at  the  first  relapse,  but  in  several 
cases  there  were  three  or  four  relapses. 

Several  feeds  were  tried  with  success  following 
the  initial  starvation.  Perhaps  the  most  successful 
was  well  diluted,  dried,  malted  milk — this  was 
low  in  fat — and  the  malted  carbohydrate  seemed 
to  be  tolerated  well.  Another  feed  on  which  many 
seemed  to  do  well  was  either  veal  or  chicken  broth, 
skimmed  free  of  fat,  to  which  lactose  was  added. 
Following  this  one  of  the  dried  milks  was  given, 
preferably  a  half  cream.  Fat  seemed  to  cause  a 
recurrence  of  the  symptoms  quicker  than  anything 
else,  and  the  post-mortem  picture  of  the  livers 
seemed  to  offer  an  explanation  of  this  fact.  Some 
cases  tended  to  hang  on  for  weeks  after  the  acute 
symptoms  were  over,  and  remained  in  a  marasmic 
condition,  some  gradually  sinking  and  finally 
dying  of  asthenia,  others  slowly  improving  and 
finally  being  discharged.  These  tended  to  return 
if  there  had  been  anything  but  the  most  careful 
feeding  during  the  period  at  home. 


A  memorial  tablet  designed  to  commemorate 
the  names  of  the  naval  medical  officers  and 
Nursing-  Sisters  who  lost  their  lives  during-  the 
war  is  being  unveiled  at  the  Royal  Naval  Hos- 
pital, Haslar,  on  August  17th.  Similar  tablets 
are  to  be  arranged  at  the  Royal  Naval  Hos- 
pitals at  Chatham  and  Plymouth.  , 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


In  connection  with  the  Octocentenary  of  the 
foundation  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
London,  which  is  to  be  celebrated  next  year, 
the  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Gazette  is 
publishing  some  interesting  articles  in  regard 
to  the  workers'  in  the  hospital.  We  reprint  on 
page  120  an  article  by  Sir  D'Arcy  Power, 
K.B.E.,  on  the  Sisters,  which  we  commend  to 
the  notice  of  our  readers. 


The  same  journal  draws  attention  to  a  set 
of  engravings  produced  by  Messrs.  Beynon,  of 
Cheltenham,  and  now  on  sale  in  the  Library, 
The  drawings  are,  it  is  stated,  of  Hospital 
subjects  well  known  to  Bart's  men  and  nurses. 
They  are  of  great  artistic  charm  and  merit, 
and  one  or  more  should  be  on  the  walls  of 
every  student,  or  nurse,  past  or  present,  of  the 
Hospital. 


The  Department  of  Hygiene  and  Public 
Health  of  the  Battersea  Polytechnic  (Battersea 
Park  Road,  S.W.  11)  is  arranging  a  Post- 
Graduate  Course  in  Dietetics  and  Cookery  for 
the  Artisan  Home,  for  Health  Visitors,  Super- 
intendents of  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Social 
Workers  and  Teachers,  on  Thursday  evenings, 
from  6.30  to  9.30  p.m.,  beginning  on  Septem- 
ber 28th.  For  students  living  within  the 
London  County  Council  Administrative  area, 
or  Middlesex,  the  fee  for  the  full  course  of 
24  weeks  will  be  ;^i  ;  for  a  course  of  12  weeks 
(theory  and  demonstration  only),  los. 

The  course  has  been  specially  arranged 
owing  to  frequent  applications  from  profes- 
sional women  interested  in  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  the  problems  of  the  Artisan 
Home.  Only  such  kitchen  equipment  will  be 
used  as  is  found  in  the  poorest  artisan  home, 
and  students  will  be  given  opportunities  of 
cooking  meals  for  a  family  on  a  single  gas- 
ring,  an  oil-stove,  and  an  open  fire. 

The  full  course  will  cover  a  period  of  two 
terms  of  24  classes.  During  the  first  term  the 
Lecturers  will  deal  largely  with  the  theory  of 
the  subject,  illustrated  by  practical  demon- 
strations. During  the  second  term  the  even- 
ings will  be  entirely  given  up  to  practical 
work. 


A  correspondent  draws  our  attention  to  an 
advertisement  from  the  Education  Committee 
of  a  large  city  for  a  School  Nurse,  who  has 
had  three  years'  general  hospital  training,  at 
a  commencing 'salary  of  £132  per  annum.   We 
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agree  that  it  is  entirely  insufficient,  and  that 
local  authorities  who  wish  to  attract  the  best 
type  of  nurse  must  offer  a  more  adequate 
salary. 


The  Misses  Macaulay,  who  are  opening-  the 
Springfield  Nursing  Home  at  Whitstable, 
Kent,  for  medical,  surgical,  and  convalescent 
patients,  could  scarcely  have  selected  a  locality 
more  likely  to  aid  medical  and  nursing  care. 
The  invigorating  breezes  do  wonders  for  tired 
and  sick  people  in  a  few  days,  and  convales- 
cents will  find  much  to  interest  them  in  the 
neighbourhood.  In  addition  to  the  Charm  of 
the  sea,  it  may  be  noted  that  Canterbury  is 
within  an  easy  tram  ride,  and  the  city,  which 
is  the  seat  of  the  See  of  St.  Augustine,  has 
innumerable  attractions  for  the  Churchman 
and  the  antiquarian,  while  its  "antique" 
shops  prove  an  irresistible  magnet  to  those 
whose  tastes  lie  in  that  direction. 


We  have  pleasure,  at  the  request  of  Miss 
A.  M.  Filley,  Matron  of  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Greenock,  of  notifying  to  nurses  trained  in 
that  institution  that  they  can  have  their  badges 
on  making  application  to  her.  The  cost  of  the 
badge  is  3s.  6d. 


The  Report  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Hannington,  Chief 
Superintendent  of  the  Victorian  Order  of 
Nurses  for  Canada,  to  Her  Excellency  the 
President,  gives  in  comprehensive  form 
massed  statistics  concerning  the  work  of  the 
Order  during  its  25  years'  existence.  "  These 
do  not,  however,  give  the  completed  story, 
and  they  were  collected  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty from  a  number  of  sources.  Such  a  thing 
as  a  Central  Administrative  Office,  executive 
secretary,  filing  clerk  and  stenographers,  vital 
statistics,  publicity  material,  lending  library, 
and  affiliations  with  leading  universities  for 
the  supervised  field  work  for  their  students, 
were  not  dreamed  of  by  the  Founders,  but  are 
to-day  an  important  feature  of  the  work.  In 
fact,  they  are  the  Centre  from  which  the  life 
of  the  Order  circulates,  and  it  is  the  mainten- 
ance of  this  centre  which  is  causing  the  con- 
cern of  the  Board  of  Governors. ' ' 

Mrs.  Hannington  writes  further  : — "  The 
tremendous  organisation  and  expansion  under 
my  predecessor  will  probably  never  be  equalled 
or  recorded  by  any  subsequent  Superintendent, 
but  the  responsibility  for  the  superstructure  on 
these  strong  foundations  will  pass  from  one 
incumbent  of  the  office  to  another.   .   .   . 

**  I  am  not,  however,  satisfied  with  the 
service  we  are  givmg.  Your  Chief  Superin- 
tendent  is   away   too  much,    which   results   in 


imiportant  woi^k  connected  with  the  nursing" 
service  becoming  congested,  and  local  asso- 
ciations are  quite  justified  in  their  complaints 
of  the  lack  of  prompt  attention  to  their 
demands. 

"  The  improving  and  standardising  of  the 
nursing  service  of  all  branches  is  a  never- 
ending  and  wholly  absorbing  occupation  for 
our  executive  nurses.  In  this  w^ork  we  have 
always  had  the  sympathetic  co-operation  and 
support  of  the  local  associations,  and  in  this 
improvement  is  the  very  soul  of  our  Order, 
not  that  we  are  changing  our  methods,  but  are 
having  more  time  to  develop  them  according 
tO'  the  individual  needs  of  the  communities. 
The  motor-car  is  the  greatest  blessing  for  the 
district  nurse,  saving  time  and  energy  for  the 
work,  leading  to  economy  and  efficiency  of 
effort.  Here  again  we  owe  thanks  to  local 
generosity. 

*'  To  secure  a  sufficient  number  of  suitable 
women  for  our  work  requires  our  constant 
attention.  We  must  have  women  of  good 
education,  graduate^  of  a  standard  training 
school,  and  with  public  health  training  or  ex- 
perience. We  gave  this  formerly  in  our  own 
training  centres,  which  training  we  discon- 
tinued, and  during  the  past  year  have  been 
experimenting  with  a  scholarship  system  in 
connection  wiuth  the  various  Canadian  univer- 
sities giving  post-graduate  courses  in  public 
health. 

"  The  increase  in  the  school  work  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  many  people  feel  this  work  can 
be  done  more  economically  by  this  Order, 
others  preferring  our  nurses  because  we  are 
already  familiar  with  their  living  conditions, 
and  in  this  way  another  personality  is  not 
introduced  into  the  home,  with  a  certain 
authority  to  investigate  their  conditions.  Our 
people  still  retain  the  tradition  that  *  an 
Englishman's  home  is  his  castle.'  As  one 
rather  exasperated  woman  exclaimed  after 
being  called  upon  by  representatives  of  dif- 
ferent organisations :  '  You  see.  Miss,  if  I 
have  to  entertain  three  young  ladies  in  a  morn- 
ing, I  have  no  time  to  cook  my  man's 
dinner.'  " 


It  is  interesting  to  note  in  the  annual  report 
of  the  Registrar-General  for  1920,  just  pub- 
lished, that  the  marriage  rate  was  the  highest 
ever  recorded,  more  births  were  registered 
than  in  any  year  since  civil  registration  was 
inaugurated,  and  the  death  rate,  including  the 
infant  mortality  rate,  was  the  lowest.  But 
we  must  remember  that  quality  is  of  greater 
importance  -even  than  quantity,  and  on  this 
point  statistics  are  not  informative. 
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MATERNITY   AND   CHILD   WELFARE. 


TRAINING     OP     HEALTH    VISITORS. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  issued  a  Memoran- 
dum modifying  the  requirements  enforced  in 
19 19  for  the  Training  of  Health  Visitors.  We 
print  below  the  most  important  paragraphs  : — 

1.  In  his  circular  of  July  14th,  191 9  (Circular  4, 
M.C.W,  10),  with  reference  to  the  training  of 
Health  Visitors,  the  Minister  drew  the  attention 
of  local  authorities  to  the  Board  of  Education 
(Health  Visitors'  Training)  Regulations,  1919, 
which  make  provision  (a)  for  a  course  of  two  years 
for  candidates  without  previous  training,  and 
(6)  for  a  course  of  one  year  in  the  case  of  fuUy 
trained  nurses,  or  women  with  experience  in  health 
visiting,  or  of  those  possessing  a  University  Degree 
or  its  academical  equivalent — assuming  in  each 
case  that  the  individual  possesses  sufficient  general 
knowledge  or  experience  to  profit  by  such  a  course. 

2.  The  Board  of  Education,  in  consultation 
with  the  Ministry,  have  now  modified  the  require- 
ment in  (6)  above,  and  have  announced  (Circular 
1267)  that,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  training  of 
nurses  as  Health  Visitors  they  will  be  prepared  to 
approve  whole  or  part-time  courses  of  less  than 
one  year's  duration  at  recognised  Institutions  for 
trained  nurses  who  have  had  a  three  years'  course 
of  general  hospital  training  or  a  full  course  of 
training  ot  a  Children's  Hospital.  It  has  also  been 
decided  that  these  shortened  courses  shall  be  open 
to  women  who  have  been  acting  for  three  years  as 
Health  Visitors  in  the  service  of  local  authorities 
and  who  are  willing  to  take  a  short  refresher  course. 

4.  A  number  of  women  have  now  obtained  the 
certificate  prescribed  by  the  Regulations  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  some  of  these  have 
obtained  posts  as  Health  Visitors.  The  supply  of 
women  with  this  certificate  may  not,  however,  be 
adequate  yet  to  fill  aU  the  Health  Visitors'  posts 
that  fall  vacant,  and  in  some  cases  local  authorities 
may  wish  to  combine  with  the  office  of  Health 
Visitor  another  office  for  which  further  qualifica- 
tions are  desired.  The  Minister  expects,  however, 
that  local  authorities  who  have  to  fill  a  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  Health  Visitor  in  the  future  will  so 
frame  their  advertisements  as  to  admit  of  applica- 
tions being  made  by  women  with  the  certificate 
prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and  wiU 
give  preference  to  such  women  in  filling  vacancies, 
where  further  qualifications   are   not   required. 

5.  For  the  present  the  Minister  proposes  to 
require,  in  cases  outside  London  to  which  his 
sanction  and  the  payment  of  grant  is  desired,  that 
a  woman  appointed  as  a  Health  Visitor  should 
have   one   of   the   following   qualifications  : — 

(i)  The  certificate  prescribed  by  the  Regulations 

of  the  Board  of  Education, 
(ii)  Three  years'  training  in  a  General  Hospital, 
or   full   training   in    a   Children's   Hospital, 
together  with  at  least  one  of  the  following 
qualifications  : — 

(a)  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  ; 


(6)   the  certificate  of  a  Sanitary  Inspector; 

(c)  the  certificate  for  Health  Visitors  of 
one  of  the  bodies  approved  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  under  the 
Health  Visitors  (London)  Order,  1909, 
i.e.,  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health,  the 
National  Health  Society,  or  the  Batter- 
sea  Polytechnic. 

For  the  present  the  Minister  will  be  prepared  to 
dispense  with  the  full  qualifications  referred  to 
in  (i)  and  (ii)  in  special  cases  in  which  evidence 
is  submitted  that  a  woman  whom  it  is  proposed 
to  appoint  as  a  Health  Visitor  has  had  previous 
experience  of  the  duties  under  a  local  authority 
and  has  discharged  them  efficiently. 

This  paragraph  will  apply  also  in  London  and 
outside  London  to  superintendents  of  Centres  who 
are  not  Health  Visitors  where  grant  is  desired  in 
respect  of  their  salaries. 

6.  The  Health  Visitors  (London)  Order,  1909, 
wiU  continue  in  'force  and  will  govern  appointments 
of  Health  Visitors  in  London  until  January  ist, 
1923.  The  Minister  proposes  to  rescind  it  from 
that  date,  when  the  approval  given  under  the  Order 
to  the  certificate  of  the  bodies  referred  to  in  para- 
graph 5  (ii)  (c)  above  will  be  withdrawn.  Para- 
graph 5  of  the  memorandum  will  then  apply  to 
appointments  of  Health  Visitors  in  London. 

9.  Many  Health  Visitors  at  present  act  as 
Assistant  Inspectors  of  Midwives  under  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  Minister  of  Health  con- 
siders that  the  inspection  of  midwives  should  be 
carried  out  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a 
medical  practitioner,  preferably  a  medical  woman. 
In  cases  where  a  non-medical  woman  takes  part 
in  the  inspection  of  midwives  it  is  essential  that 
she  should  not  only  possess  the  certificate  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board,  but  should  have  had 
substantial  experience  as  a  practising  midwife. 
She  should  also  be  a  fully-trained  nurse. 

10.  The  visiting  of  expectant  mothers  before 
confinement  and  of  infants  during  the  first  ten 
days  after  birth,  is  at  present  undertaken  in  some 
areas  by  Health  Visitors.  The  Minister  is  of 
opinion  that  this  work  should  be  assigned  to  the 
midwife  (where  a  midwife  has  been  engaged  by  the 
mother)  wherever  this  can  be  done  consistently 
with  the  efficient  discharge  of  the  important  duties 
involved. 

12.  Some  Health  Visitors  who  possess  the 
requisite  qualification  have  been  appointed  as 
Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  office  which  are 
usually  assigned  to  women.  The  Minister  will  be 
prepared  to  approve  this  arrangement  where  it  is 
found  convenient,  but  Health  Visitors  acting  in 
this  capacity  should  not  be  required  to  undertake 
the  serving  of  notices  and  the  conduct  of  prosecu- 
tions for  sanitary  defects  discovered  in  the  course 
of  their  visits  as  Health  Visitors. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE  CORPORATION. 


WHITE  CLOVER. 


The  call  of  the  hills !  Can  yon  hear  it  ? 
Whispers  from  the  solitary  places  are  on  the  soft 
summer  wind,  unceasing,  insistent.  So  I  com- 
mandeer a  bicycle.  It  creaks  that  its  day  is  over  ; 
it  is  rusty,  and  its  old  bones  are  fit  but  for  a  mile 
or  so,  and  that  on  level  high  road  ;  that  last  climb 
of  a  year  ago  .  .  .  and  so  on  and  so  forth.  Its 
groanings  are  unheeded  for  these  rol'.ng  hills  are 
calling,  calling.  Enter  once  more  their  solitudes, 
creep  close  in  the  mist  to  their  rocky  sides  and 
listen,  and  listen. 

At  the  first  decline  Rustysides  announces  her 
revenge.  Her  brake  will  not  grip  the  tyre. 
"  Keep  to  the  high  road,"  she  clanks.  "  Hills 
were  made  before  the  days  of  b"  cycles,  and  among 
them  a  staff  will  prove  a  worthier  friend  than  I." 
A  crest  of  the  high  road  now,  just  where  a  half- 
forgotten  path  runs  to  a  valley  lying  deep  in  the 
hills  to  the  right.  That  wriggling,  unreliable  front 
wheel  turns  suddenly.  Too  late  for  the  level 
highway  now  !  The  brake  is  on  strike,  you  know, 
and  soon  we  are  flying  along  the  unknown  road 
'mid  banks  of  tall  grasses  and  heather,  unt^l  we 
reach  the  level  at  last,  and  stop  at  a  Highland 
smithy.  From  a  black  cloud  of  firs  on  the  hill 
beyond  rises  the  tower  of  an  ancient  castle. 

"  Old,  very  old,"  says  grey  beard  at  the  anvil ; 
"  but  no  history,  no  history  has  it  at  all.  Never 
worth  your  while  to  climb  that  road,  only  ruins 
left ;  and  there's  no  history."  But  we  hardly 
hear  him.  Already  Rustysides  is  being  dragged 
reluctantly  up  the  rough  road  where,  in  olden 
days  the  Lords  of  Moray  drove  four-in-hand,  or 
led  gay  hunting  parties  from  the  castle  in  the  firs. 
Soon  we  are  among  the  mounds  and  terraces 
where  once  was  spread  a  garden  ;  its  crumbling 
walls  serve  still  to  keep  the  sheep  in  pasture. 
They  are  fringed,  those  walls,  here  and  there, 
with  yellow  "  Star  of  Bethlehem."  A  tiny  root 
was  planted,  perhaps  five  hundred  years  ago ; 
now  it  is  the  last  reigning  monarch  of  the 
garden. 

Among  the  ruins  a  mountain  pony,  jealous  of 
intruders,  hastens  to  his  stable  to  challenge  our 


right  of  entry  there,  or  perhaps  to  guard  the  wisp 
of  hay  between  stone  window  seats  where  often 
my  lady  and  her  maidens  must  have  watched  the 
road  that  winds  on  through  the  valley  for  many 
a  mile.  The  briars  are  creeping  over  worn  carvings 
above  the  window  and,  as  we  seek  to  read  them, 
nettles  high  on  the  tower  are  nodding  derisively 
"  No  history,  no  history,  you  know."  A  miniature 
forest  of  mountain  ash  on  the  roof  of  my  lady's 
chamber  takes  up  the  refrain,  "  No  history  no 
history  !  "  as  we  pass  down  stone  steps,  hollowed 
by  feet  that  are  now  long  dead.  But  still  we 
linger,  Rustysides  and  I.  Such  peaceful  decay 
is  here ;  quiet  it  is  as  a  churchyard,  for  the  castle 
has  no  place  in  materialistic  history  that  voracious 
sightseers  need  scramble  and  chatter  among  the 
terraces  which  are  so  green  against  the  purple 
stretches.  Near  the  tower  is  a  patch  of  white 
clovers,  each  one  pirouetting  in  the  wind.  Theirs 
is  a  merry  dance  withal,  for  it  is  not  summer 
though  the  towers  are  crumbling  and  the  garden 
is  dead  ?  Watch  them.  Each  little  white  head 
on  its  .  .  .  Listen  !  Was  there  rustle  of  a  silken 
gown  ?  Did  it  not  seem  to  brush  a  border  of  box 
as  light  feet  passed  on  a  garden  path  ?  Hush,  the 
ivy  is  whispering  to  the  lichens  that  have  stolen 
the  colours  of  the  garden  !  Whispering,  whisper- 
ing, and  surely  there  was  a  footstep  !  Why,  the 
garden  is  blooming  now  !  Or  was  it  a  fragrance 
from  the  meadow-sweet  that  hides,  under  its 
creamy  cloud,  the  bum  beyond  the  fir  trees  ? 
No,  for  there  are  figures  among  the  terraces,  gay 
and  in  old  world  garments.  See  them  trooping 
from  the  castle  doorway.  No,  'twas  but  the 
shadows  of  the  fir  trees  in  the  failing  light  and  the 
clovers  are  dancing,  dancing  for  they  are  the  lords 
and  ladies  of  the  garden  now.  But  no,  it  is  not 
theirs  alone.  Who  are  those  who  walk  beneath 
the  tower  ?  Methought  I  saw  a  plumed  hat 
raised  high  .  .  .  there  were  white  ruffles  about 
the  wrist  ...  a  velvet  sleeve.  Surely  the  name 
of  a  Queen  was  spoken.  And  then  I  saw  .  .  . 
But  this  that  I  saw  is  not  written  in  history,  and 
so  it  did  not  happen.  I'll  speak  not  of  it,  utter 
not,  or  history  might  yet  be  found  to  rob  the 
crumbling  towers  of  solitude. 

The   darkness   is   falling   among   the   fir   trees  ; 
we  must  through  the  heather,  Rustysides  and  I, 
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to  where  the  smithy  fire  gleams  far  below.     But 
was  that  a  voice  on  the  evening  wind  ? 
"  Oh,  wae  betide  ye  Huntly,  an'  wherefore  did  ye  sae  ? 
For  I  bade  ye  bring  him  \vi'  ye,  an'  forbade  ye  him 
tae  slay." 

A  sad  song  this  between  the  sighing  of  the  fir 
trees. 


But  hauntingly  seemed  to  come   again  the  song 
from  the  firs — 

'■  The  bonnie  Earl  o'    Moray— he  might   hae  been    a 
King."  I.  M. 

■m.         9m 

AN  R.B.N. A.  WEDDING   GROUP. 

The   Wedding   Group   on   this   page  is   that  of 

M  iss  Kathleen 
Mary  Dunne  and 
Mr.  Robb.  As  we 
recently  reported, 
the  marriage  was 
solemnized  at 
West  minster 
Cathedral,  and  the 
bride  was  given 
away  by  Miss 
Macdonald. 


AN     K.B.N. A     WHUDI.NQ     QRUUP. 

Front  Row  Heft  to  right)  :    Miss  Perkins,  "  Mary,"  Miss  Morgan. 
Second  Row  :    Miss  Dunsford,  Miss  Frampton,  the  Bride  and  Bridesmaid. 
Third  Row  :    Mrs.  Ogden,  Mr.  Robb,  Senr.,  Mr.  Williams,  the  Bridegroom,  Miss  Cutler,  Miss  Macdonald. 
Fourth    Row  :    Miss  McDermott,  Miss  Ward,  Miss  Gilligam,  Mils  Cattell. 
Fifth  Row  :  Miss  Denham,  Miss  Cassidy. 


"  He  was  a  braw  gallant,  an'  he  rade  in  the  ring. 
The  bonnie  Earl  o'  Moray,  he  wa.s  the  Queen's  love." 

I  stuck  old  Rustysides  against  the  wall  at  the 
end  of  our  journey.  "  Anyhow,"  she  clanked 
resentfully,  "  'Twas  but  a  bed  of  clover  that  you 
saw,  just  white  clover  and  a  ruin  on  a  hillside." 


SALE  OF  WORK 

Will  our  mem- 
bers kindly  bear 
in  mind  the  Sale 
of  Work  which 
it  is  proposed  to 
hold  in  the 
autumn  for  the 
purpose  of  help- 
ing to  defray 
the  expenses  to 
be  incurred  in 
connection  with 
the  improve- 
nients  at  our 
Settlement  Home. 
We  shall  be  grate- 
ful if  during  the 
next  few  months 
they  will  do  their 
utmost  to  collect 
or  to  make  pretty 
or  useful  articles 
for  the  Sale. 
After  twenty 

years'  occupation 
of  our  freehold 
property  it  is 
necessary,  as  we 
have  stated,  to 
spend  some  £500 
upon  it,  a  con- 
siderable sum  for 
our  members  to 
raise  in  these 
days.  But  we 
know  we  shall 
not  appeal  t  o 
them  in  vain. 

NOTICE    TO     MEMBERS. 

Will  members  note  that  our  next  Supplement 
will  be  published  after  the  return  of  the  Secretary, 
who  is  now  taking  a  holiday,  to  194,  Queen's  Gate. 
Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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THE    OCTOCENTENARY    OF   THE 
FOUNDATION.* 

2.— THE     SISTERS. 

By  Sir  D'Arcy  Power,   K.B.E. 

The  patients  and  the  Sisters  alone  have  come 
down  to  us  from  the  most  ancient  time  with  the 
least  change.  At  the  beginning  the  Sisters  tended 
the  sick  poor  as  an  act  of  charity  ana  to  the  best 
of  their  ability  without  special  training.  The 
religious  motive  may  now  be  less  conspicuous  and 
is  in  part  obscured  by  the  professional  aspect,  but 
it  nevertheless  exists.  No  nurse  worthy  of  the 
name  can  take  upon  herself  the  manifold  cares  and 
responsibilities  of  a  Sister  without  having  in  her 
heart  those  feelings  which  actuated  her  early  pre- 
decessors. The  four  Sisters  formed  an  integral 
part  of  the  original  foundation  of  the  Hospital. 
They  were  professed  Nuns — probably  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Augustine,  for  the  Saint  gave  his  rule  to 
women  before  he  placed  it  on  men.  They  were 
chosen  by  the  Prior  of  the  Convent  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Master  and  Brethren  of  the 
Hospital,  and  swore  fidelity  to  the  Prior  and  Con- 
vent and  obedience  to  the  Master.  They  lived  in 
a  common  refectory  and  slept  together  in  a 
dormitory.  They  received  daily  four  loaves  of 
white  bread,  three  loaves  of  second  quality  bread, 
half  a  flagon  of  ale,  and  the  better  of  the  two 
dishes  of  cooked  food  supplied  to  the  Brethren. 
They  wore  tunics  and  overtunics  of  grey  cloth,  and 
it  is  expressly  stated  that  the  tunic  was  not  to 
reach  lower  than  their  ankles.  But  this  was  at  a 
time  when  long,  trailing  skirts  were  in  fashion. 

One  of  the  four  was  detailed  to  take  charge  of 
and  to  issue  to  the  inmates  of  the  Hospital  all 
articles  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  from  the 
common  stock.  No  doubt  with  the  intention  of 
making  her  position  easier,  it  was  a  part  of  the 
rule  that  no  one  should  grumble  if  he  did  not  get 
as  good  a  suit  as  he  expected,  or  if  the  garments 
he  received  had  been  already  worn  by  someone 
else.  But  there  is  no  mention  that  one  Sister  was 
before  another  though  all  were  under  the  Master. 
Their  work  was  lifelong,  and  in  some  cases  they 
held  good  social  positions,  and  were  able  to  make 
substantial  bequests  to  the  Hospital. 

In  the  course  of  ages  some  must  have  become 
specially  skilled  in  midwifery,  for  many  women 
were  delivered  in  the  Hospital;  others  must  have 
made  that  tradition  of  skilled  but  unscientific 
nursing  which  still  exists  as  the  hallmark  of  the 
best  type  of  St.  Bartholomew's  nurse.  The  patient 
first  and  always,  gentleness,  courtesy,  and  the 
numberless  minute  tricks  and  details  which  have 
been  learnt  and  carried  on  from  generation  to 
generation  by  observation  and  not  by  precept. 
The  numbers  remained  unaltered  for  four  hundred 
years,  and  although  the  duties  were  nominally 
unchanged,  it  is  manifest  that  four  persons  could 
not  have  nursed  from  60  to  100  patients,  even 
where  many  could  help  themselves,   and  all   were 

*  Of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  in  Smithfield. 


made  to  do  more  for  themselves  than  is  now 
required  of  them.  There  must  have  been  sub- 
ordinates, but  of  these  we  hear  nothing. 

There  was  no  break  in  the  tradition  when  King 
Henry  VHl  took  the  revenues  of  the  Hospital 
into  his  own  hands,  but  there  was  a  great  re- 
organisation. A  few  patients  remained  in  the 
Hospital,  and  the  Sisters  must  have  been  there  to 
attend  upon  them.  In  1544  five  Sisters  were 
appointed,  and  in  1551  the  number  was  increased 
to  twelve.  One  of  the  twelve  was  chosen  to  act 
as  Matron,  and  to  her  was  attached  "  a  fool." 
Sir  Norman  Moore,  in  his  history  of  the  Hospital^ 
rather  unkindly  counts  the  fool  as  a  Sister,  and 
thus  makes  the  number  thirteen,  although  ia 
reality  there  were  but  twelve.  The  Hospital  is  so- 
conservative,  however,  that  in  the  opinion  of  some 
the  type  still  recurs  at  long  intervals,  though  it 
is  no  longer  a  professional  office.  Under  the  new 
constitution  the  Matron  and  Sisters  had  duties  and 
perquisites  which  have  now  lapsed.  The  Matron 
had  personal  charge  of  all  the  bedding  in  the 
Hospital,  and  she  was  enjoined  to  see  that  the 
Sisters  did  their  duty  in  spinning,  and  did  not 
enter  their  wards  after  seven  o'clock  in  winter  or 
nine  in  the  summer,  except  to  attend  to  patients 
in  danger  of  immediate  death  or  suffering  fronr 
extreme  sickness.  She  was  allowed  as  a  per- 
quisite to  sell  ale,  and  receive  a  shilling  for  the 
use  of  a  pall  when  a  patient  died.  The  Sisters, 
on  their  side,  had  to  wash  the  patients'  linen  as 
well  as  to  scrub  the  floors 

The  appointment  of  Sister  carried  with  it  a 
habit  or  uniform,  just  as  in  the  pre-Reformation 
days  when  the  Sisters  were  nuns.  Six  yards  of 
cloth  were  allowed  yearly  at  22s.  6d.  The  cloth 
was  at  first  brown,  but  was  soon  changed  to  light 
blue,  and  blue  in  various  shades  has  remained  the 
colour  of  the  Sisters'  uniform  since  1555.  The 
common  dormitory  remained  until  1787,  when  the 
Sisters  began  to  sleep  and  live,  as  they  now  do, 
in  the  little  room  partitioned  off  from  the  ward. 
The  change  was  probably  for  the  better,  as  there 
are  several  orders  for  the  Sisters'  wards  to  be 
cleared  of  bugs  by  the  Hospital  bug-catcher. 
They  appear  to  have  been  a  strong  and  self-reliant 
body  of  women,  for  on  one  occasion  they  made  a 
determined  attack  upon  a  Sheriff's  officer,  and 
obliged  him  to  relinquish  a  patient  whom  he  had 
captured  in  one  of  the  wards.  As  early  as  1647 
women  helpers  had  been  introduced,  who  some- 
times claimed  the  reversion  to  the  place  of  Sister. 
They  represent  the  original  of  the  Staff  Nurse. 
A  regular  nursing  staff  was  in  existence  in  1818, 
for  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  that  year 
represented  to  the  Governors  that  one  Sister  and 
two  Nurses  were  not  sufficient  for  a  double  ward. 
In  182 1  the  Nurses  were  ordered  to  wear  a  brown 
uniform,  and  in  1868  scrubbers  were  appointed  to 
undertake  the  drudgery  of  scrubbing  the  floors 
and  passages.  In  1877  an  institution  was  opened 
for  the  training  of  Nurses,  and  from  this  time  on- 
wards nursing  in  the  Hospital  has  become  more 
and  more  a  skilled  profession. 

—From  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Journal. 
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A  NURSE'S  EXPERIENCES  IN  NEW  YORK* 

By  Miss  Flora  Sparger. 

Having  just  returned  from  New  York  after 
two  years'  experience,  I  have  been  asked  to  give 
such  impressions  of  hfe  there  as  may  interest 
any  nurse  who  is  thinking  of  crossing  the  Atlantic 
to  work. 

Life  in  New  York  is,  indeed,  different  from  Hfe 
in  England,  and  it  is  difficult  to  set  down  in  words 
exactly  wherein  lies  that  difference.     The  outlook 
of  a  race  is  coloured  by  so  many  things — education, 
environment,    tradition,    heredity,    all   play   their 
part  in  the  makings  of  a  population.     Successful 
nursing  depends  largely  upon  successful  dealings 
with  the  individual  who,   for  the  time  being,  is 
the  patient.     Especially  is  this  so  in  New  York 
where  the  individuals  have  sprung  from  so  many 
sources.     All  sorts  of  people  land  in  New  York ; 
some  of  them  have  been  described  as  the  "scum 
of  Europe."     Poles,  Russians,  Germans,  Italians, 
Slovaks  of  a  low  class  emigrate  there  in  enormous 
numbers.    In  one  generation  these  families  become 
Americanized  to  a  surprising  extent  and  reach  a 
position  of  affluence  which  must  be  seen  to  be 
believed.     They   outnumber   the   truly  American 
families  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  its  immediate 
surroundings.     They    become    wealthy,    and    so, 
as  a  private  nurse,  I  found  quite  a  large  proportion 
of  my  patients  amongst  them.     As  everyone  knows, 
wealth  and  culture  are  by  no  means  synonymous 
terms,  and  it  may  strain  one's  powers  of  adaptation 
considerably  to  do   one's  best  professional  work 
in   a  household   where   the   grandparents  neither 
read  nor  write  English,  and  where  the  meaning 
of  medical  ethics  is  unknown.     Yet  it  is  from  the 
doctors  of  just  such  families  that  good  work  can 
be  expected,  and  American  doctors  most  highly 
appreciate  the  nurse  who  can  get  along  without 
friction   and   with   successful   results   in   ignorant 
but  wealthy  households.     Personal  prejudice  must 
be   scrapped,    or  case    after  case  wUl  prove   un- 
successful.    As     regards     nursing     in     the     truly 
American  households,  I  found  the  utmost  courtesy 
and    kindness    were  extended.     Much  work,   not 
strictly  professional,  seemed  to  be  expected  of  a 
willing  nurse.     The  acute  shortage  of  any  kind 
of    domestic    help    makes    good -nature    essential. 
The  nurse  must  often  be  wiUing  to  cook  entirely 
for  the  patient,  and  possibly  for  herself  too,   or 
difficulties  will  arise.     Sometimes,   even  in  large 
households,  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  part  of  the 
actual   housework — cleaning   the   patient's   room, 
etc.,  rather  than  create  friction  to  the  detriment 
of  the  patient.     In  return  I  found  my  patients 
were  appreciative  and  very  generous. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  the  nurse  is  open- 
minded,  and  will  adapt  herself  to  curious  condi- 
tions without  grumbUng,  private  nursing  in  New 
York  offers  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  good 
work  and  good  pay.  The  usual  procedure  is  to 
place   your   name   on   the   books   of   a   reputable 

♦Read  at  the  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Conference, 
London,  1922. 


Registry  or  Co-operation.  It  will  send  you  to  a' 
case,  and  if  the  doctor's  report  is  satisfactory, 
cases  will  flow  along  fairly  steadily.  The  twelve- 
hour  day  is  in  vogue,  so  that  you  are  expected  on 
duty  at  eight  a.m.  and  work  without  off-duty  time 
till  eight  p.m.,  when  you  return  home  to  sleep. 
Distances  are  so  great  in  New  York  that  it  may 
quite  well  happen  that  you  have  an  hour's  travel- 
ling night  and  morning.  Undeniably,  it  is  hard 
work.  For  this  twelve-hour  day  $7  (about 
£1  15s.)  a  day  is  paid,  but  no  expenses  such  as 
laundry  or  travelling.  Some  nurses  find  the 
24-hour  day  easier  to  manage — myself  amongst 
them.  Then  the  nurse  sleeps  with  the  patient, 
and  must  be  willing  to  get  up  a  few  times  in  the 
night  if  necessary.  The  advantages  are  three 
hours  off-duty  time  in  the  day,  and  if  the  case  is. 
very  heavy,  a  couple  of  hours  for  sleep  as  well. 
For  this,   $8  a  day  is  paid  (about  £2). 

I  know  that  to  English  workers  these  rates 
sound  very  high,  but  amongst  them  must  be  placed 
expenses  of  living.  Living  in  New  York  is  a 
terribly  expensive  thing.  The  rent  of  a  small 
room  in  a  not  too  convenient  locality,  is  around 
$8  a  week  (about  £2).  This  includes  Ught  and 
heat,  but  no  meals  or  conveniences  for  cooking 
them.  It  is  possible  to  rent  a  room  with  "  kitchen 
privileges,"  but  these  are  not  very  frequent  and 
increase  one's  rent.  Without  kitchen  privileges 
one  is  faced  with  a  restaurant  as  the  only  alterna- 
tive for  meals  during  the  interval  between  cases. 
In  New  York,  as  in  London,  that  is  a  large  item 
in  the  budget.  There  are  some  clubs  for  the 
accommodation  of  nurses,  but  personally  I  found 
a  waiting  list  at  all  of  them  and  all  of  them  had  two 
nurses  in  each  room — not  a  desirable  arrangement. 
I  think.  Laundry,  too,  is  very  expensive.  Ameri- 
can nurses  dress  in  white  dresses,  caps,  shoes 
and  stockings.  No  aprons,  cuffs,  collars  or  belts 
are  worn.  My  laundry  biU  usually  amounted  to 
$4  (i)  or  $5  {£1  5s.)  a  week,  exclusive  of  small 
things  which  I  usually  washed  myself.  How- 
ever, even  with  aU  these  expenses,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  more  money  can  be  earned  and  saved 
in  New  York  than  is  possible  in  England.  Un- 
fortunately, I  have  not  yet  dra^vn  up  a  budget 
of  my  earnings  and  expenditure,  so  I  cannot  give 
exact  figures.  If  several  nurses  go  together 
and  are  sure  of  being  congenial,  it  is  better  to  rent 
a  small  flat,  and  so  economise  on  food  and  the 
innumerable  petty  expenses  that  crop  up  when 
one  lives  in  rooms.  Rents  and  telephones  are 
very  expensive  though,  so  I  am  not  sure  that  in 
the  long  run  it  is  much  cheaper. 

As  regards  the  difierences  met  with  in  methods- 
and  technique,  these  should  not  be  a  great  obstacle 
to  an  intelligent  woman.  There  are  excellent  text 
books  published  in  New  York  that  describe  every 
detail  of  various  treatments  not  met  with  in 
England.  I  have  one  in  my  possession  written  by 
the  late  Superintendent  of  Nurses  of  the  Presby- 
terian Hospital  which  stood  me  in  great  service 
in  this  respect  (Maxwell  and  Pope's  "  Practical 
Nursing ").  With  it  I  found  it  possible  to- 
administer  treatments  that  I  had  never  previously 
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heard  of.  It  travelled  with  me  to  every  case  and 
never  failed  me. 

Concerning  the  work  in  Hospitals,  I  have 
gathered  some  information  that  may  be  of  use  to 
intending  travellers.  My  only  direct  experience 
of  an  American  hospital  was  as  a  patient  and  not 
as  a  nurse.  All. hospital  patients,  except  those  of 
the  pauper  class,  pay,  and  pay  highly.  The  least 
expensive  beds  are  in  the  public  wards,  then  come 
semi-private  beds — four  or  six  in  a  room — and 
finally  private  rooms.  In  the  latter  two  classes, 
it  is  very  usual  for  the  relatives  of  acute  cases  to 
employ  two  "  special  nurses."  They  are  obtained 
by  the  hospital  and  look  after  the  individual 
patient  in  the  same  way  as  in  a  private  house. 
These  "  specials  "  do  a  12 -hour  day  and  are  paid 
6  dols.  (;^i  IDS.)  a  day  by  the  patient,  who  also 
pays  about  1.50  dol.  (7s.  6d.)  a  day  to  the  hospital 
for  her  meals.  They  go  home  to  sleep  at  night 
and  work  from  7  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  The  regular 
hospital  staff  also  work  from  7  to  7,  but  with  the 
important  difference  that  they  are  allowed  suffi- 
cient off-duty  time  to  make  up  a  56-hour  week. 
On  each  floor  is  the  "  floor  Nurse,"  who  seems  to 
hold  a  position  equivalent  to  that  of  a  hospital 
Sister  in  England.  They  are  paid  80  dols.  to 
100  dols.  a  month  (;^20-;^25).  They  are  accommo- 
dated by  the  hospital  and  so  have  no  living 
expenses. 

The  particulars  are  taken  from  the  Brooklyn 
Hospital,  but  I  find  they  are  approximate  for 
other  large  hospitals. 

Under  the  floor  nurses  are  the  nurses  in  training. 
Those  I  met  seemed  to  be  excellently  fed  and  to 
have  abundant  social  life  in  the  evenings.  All 
hospitals  seem  to  be  suffering  from  shortage  of 
staff  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  English  nurse 
need  seek  far  in  New  York  for  an  institutional 
position.  That  she  would  have  to  adapt  her  ideas 
as  to  hospital  discipline  very  considerably  is 
undoubted.  Our  training  is  longer  and  seemingly 
more  detailed  and  thorough,  and  possibly  our 
probationers  are  prepared  to  do  more  work  and 
under  stricter  discipline  whilst  they  are  training. 
Of  the  higher  administrative  posts  in  New  York 
hospitals,  I  have  no  knowledge. 

I  must  add  a  word  as  to  State  Registration.  All 
trained  nurses  practising  in  New  York  must  obtain 
a  Registration  Card  from  the  New  York  State 
Department  of  Health,  Albany,  and  must  be  pre- 
pared to  produce  it  at  any  moment.  No  position 
could  be  obtained  without  it,  a  Hospital  certificate 
not  being  accepted  in  its  stead.  There  seems  to  be 
little  difficulty  in  obtaining  it  with  the  proper 
credentials,  but  nurses  from  Smaller  training  schools 
would  be  well  advised  to  find  out  before  going  to 
New  York  whether  their  certificate  will  entitle 
them  to  their  Registration  card.  Returning  to 
the  question  of  hospital  appointments,  it  is  illegal 
in  American  law  to  make  any  contract  of  employ- 
ment with  any  worker  in  another  country,  so  that 
excludes  the  chance  to  get  your  job  first  and  then 
set  sail.  You  would  not  be  admitted  to  the 
country,  for  the  Customs  official  who  comes  aboard 
at  Ellis  Island  questions  all  passengers  closely  as  to 


their  intended  movements  and  is  quite  equal  to 
sending  you  back  home  should  you  not  answer  his 
questions  satisfactorily. 

If  you  have  your  State  Registration  Card,  and 
feel  equal  to  the  strain  of  further  training,  there  is 
a  splendid  field  for  anaesthetics.  America  has 
completely  accepted  the  nurse  anaesthetist.  She 
is  in  every  hospital  and  some  eminent  surgeons 
employ  their  own  anaesthetist.  The  training  takes 
one  year,  I  think. 

The  Public  Health  service  also  has  many  open- 
ings. As  far  as  I  could  discover  it  was  not  nearly 
as  well  paid  as  private  nursing,  but  has  the  advan- 
tage of  an  8-hour  day  and  a  regular  salary.  School 
nurses  work  in  all  the  Public  schools,  and  in 
cleansing  stations  and  clinics  for  school  children. 
The  New  York  State  Department  of  Health  has 
a  splendidly  broad  conception  of  its  functions. 
Every  marriage  which  is  advertised  in  the  news- 
papers brings  a  response  from  Albany.  A  week 
or  so  later,  the  newly-married  woman  receives 
a  booklet  entitled  "  Suggestions  for  Prospective 
Mothers."  It  is  full  of  wisdom  and  kindly  common 
sense,  and  gives  every  detail  as  to  habits  of  life 
for  the  woman  should  she  become  a  prospective 
mother,  and  also  full  details  as  to  preparations  for 
confinement,  clothing  for  the  baby,  &c.  There 
is  also  a  chapter  devoted  to  the  prospective  father. 
In  the  front  of  it  is  a  list  of  booklets  obtainable 
gratis  dealing  with  child  welfare.  They  are 
printed  in  English,  Italian,  Polish  and  Slovak,  so 
that  nearly  all  New  York  mothers  are  provided  for. 
The  Venereal  Diseases  Bureau  also  has  a  list  of 
gratis  publications  written  in  very  simple  language. 
The  care  of  the  Public  Health  Department  does 
not  stop  at  the  care  of  prospective  mothers.  .1 
have  here  a  splendid  pamphlet  on  maternity  care 
and  a  small  folder  for  the  New  Born  Baby.  In  the 
full  set  every  aspect  of  child  rearing  is  touched 
upon.   .   .  . 

Another  good  prospect  of  work  for  the  enter- 
prising nurse  lies  in  a  12  months'  course  at  Columbia 
University  as  Oral  Hygienist.  After  training,  the 
oral  hygienist  can  either  work  as  a  dentist's  assis- 
tant or,  I  believe,  a  few  are  working  independently. 
They  undertake  such  minor  dental  operations  as 
scaling  teeth,  &c.  Those  to  whom  I  spoke  on 
the  subject  agreed  that  in  time  a  large  demand 
will  arise  for  these  oral  hygienists.  At  present  it 
is  in  the  nature  of  pioneer  work. 

I  feel  that  before  I  close  I  must  make  some 
mention  of  the  climate  of  New  York.  Work  in  the 
city  in  the  hottest  two  months  is  almost  unbear- 
able, and  to  one  unaccustomed  to  it  would  prove 
almost  impossible.  Few  better  class  private 
families  remain  in  town.  Everyone  goes  either  to 
the  mountains  or  the  sea  coast,  whither  the 
husbands  join  them  at  week-ends.  Even  poor 
class  families  fly  from  the  terrible  heat  of  the 
shadeless  city,  so  that  inevitably  work  is  at  a 
minimum.  There  are  various  alternatives.  One 
is  to  go  to  a  mountain  or  seaside  resort  and  join 
a  registry  there  temporarily.  I  solved  the  diffi- 
culty the  first  year  by  driving  a  car  at  Glen  Cove, 
Long  Island,  a  delightfully  cool  place  surrounded 
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by  woods  and  only  two  and  a-half  hours'  run  from 
New  York.  My  employer  and  his  family  had 
a  summer  house  there.  I  drove  the  husband  to 
the  raUway  station  at  7  a.m.,  when  he  went  by 
train  to  his  New  York  business.  I  fetched  him  at 
6  p.m.  in  the  car.  During  the  day  I  took  charge 
of  two  very  trying  children  and  helped  consider- 
ably with  housework.  However,  I  had  the  use 
of  the  car,  and  took  many  glorious  drives  with 
my  troublesome  charges  as  passengers.  Last  year 
I  spent  high  up  in  the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania, 
as  nurse  in  charge  of  a  large  recreation  camp  for 
girls.  I  had  56  children  between  six  and  eighteen, 
and  was  responsible  for  their  health  and  general 
condition.  It  was  a  highly  interesting  experience, 
though  I  had  much  responsibility.  So  you  see 
that  it  is  possible  to  get  work  and  experience  out 
of  the  trying  heat  of  the  city  in  the  summer. 


THE    HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

"The  Record  Ballot  !  Closing  Next  Month  ! 
Genuine  Sporting  Ballot.  /^lo.ooo  must  be  won. 
Biggest  Sporting  Event  since  Calcutta  Sweepstake. 
Fascinating — Simple — Exciting  !  "     And  so  forth. 

The  voluntary  hospitals  are  just  now  very  much 
on  their  trial.  Shall  they  or  shall  they  not  be  taken 
over  by  the  State  ?  The  strong  plea  for  the 
voluntary  system  is  that  it  is  a  peculiarly  British 
institution,  and  that  British  men  and  women  will 
never  allow  the  coffers  of  the  voluntary  hospitals 
to  be  imfilled.  But  if  they  find  it  necessary  to 
descend  to  the  above  method  of  raising  money, 
widely  advertised  in  the  press  as  "in  aid  of  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  British  Red  Cross  Society, 
&c."  (we  wonder,  by  the  way,  what  precisely  that 
"  &c."  covers),  then  the  sooner  the  State  takes 
the  helm  the  better.  One  can  imagine  the 
caustic  criticism  which  would  have  been  poured 
upon  such  an  advertisement  had  it  been  issued 
during  the  life-time  of  Florence  Nightingale  on 
behalf  of  the  hospital  with  which  her  honoured 
name  is  indissolublv  associated. 


The  trustees,  of  the  late  Mr.  David  Ainslie,  of 
Costerton,  East  Lothian,  have,  in  connection  with 
the  terms  of  his  will,  atquired  Canaan  House  and 
other  property  for  the  establishment  and  endow- 
ment of  the  Astley-Ainslie  Institution  for  the 
benefit  of  convalescent  patients  in  the  Royal 
Infirmary  of  Edinburgh.  Canaan  House,  which 
will  be  a  section  devoted  to  women  patients,  will 
provide  accommodation  for  5U  convalescents,  but 
when  the  other  residences  are  completed  there 
will  be  accommodation  for  3110  to  -juw. 


The  Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  have 
acquired  a  house  in  Canaan  Lane,  which  they 
propose  to  convert  into  a  hostel  for  45  nurses  and 
staff,  as  the  present  accommodation  for  the  nurses 
is  quite  insufficient. 

We  regret  to  be  unable  to  award  a  prize  in 
connection  with  our  Prize  Competition  this  week, 
no  paper  of  sufficient  merit  having  been  received. 


THE   BRITISH   MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION 
MEETING. 

Nurses'  Registration. 

The  Official  Report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Annual  Representative  Meeting  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  contains  the  following 
paragraph,  under  heading  "  Medico-Political 
Matters  "  : — 

Dr.  J.  McGregor  Robertson  (Glasgow  North- 
Western)  said  there  was  no  reference  in  the 
Report  to  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act.  He 
was  anxious  that  the  Council  should  consider 
carefully  a  recent  rule  passed  by  the  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  which  empowered 
the  secretary  of  an  approved  nurses'  organisation 
to  certify  to  the  qualifications  of  nurses  applying 
for  registration,  a  duty  formerly  discharged  by 
an  appropriate  committee  of  the  Nursing  Council. 
This  rule  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  serious  menace 
to  the  purity  of  the  elections,  as  it  would  allow 
of  any  number  of  nurses  being  certified  en  bloc. 
He  desired  to  propose  a  motion  in  the  sense 
indicated. 

The  motion,  as  an  instruction  to  the  Council, 
was  agreed  to. 

>> 

THE    PASSING     BELL. 

Commanding  Intellect. 

The  Empire  will  endorse  the  action  of  the  Dean 
of  Westminster  in  at  once  expressing  his  desire 
that  the  funeral  service  for  the  late  Viscount 
Northcliffe  should  be  held  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
for  so  does  the  nation  delight  to  honour  the 
greatest  of  its  sons  and  daughters,  and  it  is  fitting 
that  such  honour  should  be  shown  to  the  great 
journalist,  patriot,  and  genius,  whose  passing  has 
left  the  nation  the  poorer. 

Genius  is  a  rare  and  precious  gift,  to  be  treasured 
when  found,  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Raymond  writes  in  a  . 
contemporary  :  "Of  all  the  men  I  have  ever 
met,  apart  from  the  artist  kind,  Viscount  North- 
cliff e  best  satisfies  my  conception  of. that  strange, 
incalculable,  dangerous,  and  sometimes  evanescent 
thing  we  call  genius. 

His  career  may  be  explained  by  two  words — 
energy  and  vision.  His  energy  was  a  matter  of 
physical  and  nervous  make  up.  But  all  his  energy, 
wonderful  as  it  was,  might  have  achieved  btat  a 
mediocre  result*  had  he  not  been  gifted  with  an 
uncanny  power  of  knowing,  not  only  what  the 
average  man  is  saying  or  doing  to-day,  but  what 
he  will  .say  or  do  the  day  after  to-morrow." 

His  Majesty  the  King,  the  Queen,  Queen 
Alexandra,  and  other  members  of  the  Royal 
Family  have  sent  messages  of  sympathy  to  Lady 
Northcliffe. 

One  of  the  devoted  band  of  Crimean  nurses 
organised  by  Miss  Florence  Nightingale  for  service 
in  the  Crimea  has  passed  away  at  Warminster,  in 
the  person  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Bidwell,  aged  ninety- 
one.  Miss  Bidwell  volunteered  for  service  when 
she  was  a  young  woman,  and  served  for  some  time 
under  the  famous  Dr.  ^Vleyer,  at  Smyrna. 
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PRACTICAL    POINTS. 


The  Hot  Operating  Theatre. 
Mr.  R.  P.  Rowlands,  M.S.  Lond.,  F.R.C.S.  Eng., 
Surgeon  to  Guy's  Hospital,  in  the  Lancet  of 
August  5th,  suggested  that  it  is  unnecessary,  and 
even  harmful,  to  make  the  operating  theatre  hot 
and  stuffy.  He  wrote  further  :  "  My  experience, 
•during  many  years,  has  convinced  me  that  the 
ideal  theatre  should  be  kept  at  a  temperature  of 
about  65  deg.  F.,  well  ventilated,  and  devoid  of 
an  excess  of  moisture.  Most  operating  theatres 
are  kept  at  a  much  higher  temperature,  and  many 
.are  so  stuffy  and  moist  that  it  is  difficult  to  do  the 
best  work  in  them.  It  is,  of  course,  known  that 
a  stuffy,  moist  atmosphere  adds  seriously  to  the 
■bad  and  unpleasant  effects  of  excessive  heat. 

Effect  of  Excessive   Heat   on    the    Patient. 

"  The  theatre  is  chiefly  for  the  patient,  and  it 
has  become  a  tradition  that  it  must  be  kept  hot 
in  his  interest.  Fresh  air  is  feared  because  of  the 
►dust  it  may  carry  into  the  wound,  and  the  vapour 
of  one  or  more  sterilisers  is  too  often  allowed  to 
saturate  the  air  with  moisture.  Are  such  con- 
ditions to  the  advantage  of  the  patient  ?  It  is, 
of  course,  admitted  that  he  must  be  kept  warm  so 
that  he  may  not  suffer  unduly  from  shock,  but 
this  ideal  is  attained,  in  the  large  majority  of 
■operations,  by  keeping  him  well  and  warmly 
clothed  and  by  carefully  avoiding  exposure  of  any 
part  of  the  body  except  the  wound,  the  rest  being 
■covered  with  dry,  sterile  towels  which  prevent 
unnecessary  radiation,  convection,  and  evaporation 
from  the  surface  of  the  body.  For  very  prolonged 
operations,  which  should  be  rare,  it  may  be  neces- 
:sary  to  heat  the  table  also,  due  care  being  taken 
not  to  burn  the  patient. 

"  When  the  theatre  is  unduly  hot  and  stuffy 
my  experience  is  that  shock  is  more  severe,  and 
the  patient  perspires  so  freely  that  he  and  his 
■clothing  are  often  drenched.  This  great  loss  of 
liquid  lowers  the  circulation  and  general  vitality 
so  that  saline  axillary  infusions  have  often  to  be 
^iven  during  and  after  the  operation  to  make  up 
the  deficiency.  Under  more  normal  conditions 
a  saline  enema  after  the  operation  is  sufficient. 
Many  years  ago  I  was  considerably  surprised  to 
find  that  collapsed  patients  needing  urgent  opera- 
tions carried  out  in  their  own  homes,  which  could 
not  be  heated  to  the  temperature  commonly  pre- 
vailing in  our  operating  theatres,  did  at  least  as 
Avell  as  those  operated  upon  in  the  theatres.  These 
observations  made  me  think  that  we  might  be 
too  infatuated  with  the  hot  theatre  and  led  me  to 
try  reducing  the  temperature  of  my  own,  with 
great  advantage  to  the  patients. 

"  Again,  it  does  not  seem  reasonable  to  move 
the  patient  from  a  cool  ward  into  a  theatre  about 
20  deg.  warmer,  and  then  back  again — while  he  is 
still  unconscious  and  suffering  from  shock — 
through  cold  corridors  into  the  lower  temperature. 
It  is  probable  that  the  risk  of  pulmonary  complica- 
tions is  thereby  increased." 

Mr.  Rowlands  considers  that  a  surgeon  and  his 


assistants  cannot  give  their  best  work  in  such  an 
atmosphere,  and  that  "  the  headache  and  fatigue 
commonly  experienced  after  a  long  day  in  the 
operating  theatre  are  chiefly  due  to  the  heat  and 
bad  conditions  and  can  be  largely  avoided  by 
improving  these  conditions.  It  is  not  really 
necessary  for  the  surgeon  to  be  bathed  in  perspira- 
tion while  he  is  doing  his  work.  Moreover,  some 
of  the  sweat  may  infect  the  wound." 

In  the  issue  of  August  12th  Dr.  C.  Hamilton 
Whiteford  supports  Mr.  Rowlands'  views  and 
writes  : — 

"  I  have  for  many  years  run  my  private 
operating  theatre  on  the  lines  advocated  by  Mr. 
R.  P.  Rowlands  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Lancet,  and 
can  corroborate  his  conclusions  in  nearly  every 
detail.  An  atmosphere  which,  owing  to  its 
excessive  heat  and  moisture,  reduces  surgeons  and 
nurses  to  the  consistency  of  a  boiled  rag,  cannot 
be  other  than  harmful  to  a  patient  whose  resisting 
powers  have  been  reduced  by  disease  or  injury  plus 
an  anaesthetic.  Even  in  recently  constructed 
theatres  it  is  quite  common  to  find  that  steam  from 
the  sterilisers  finds  its  way  into  the  air  of  the 
theatre. 

"  The  principle  of  applying  the  heat  where  it 
is  required — i.e.,  to  the  patient — instead  of  to  all 
the  contents  of  the  theatre,  has  not  yet  met  with 
general  acceptance.  A  very  moderate  amount  of 
external  heating  suffices  for  a  patient  who  is  placed 
on  the  table  in  fairly  good  general  condition  and 
whose  vitality  is  not  depressed  during  the  opera- 
tion by  chill  from  exposure,  severe  loss  of  blood, 
trauma  from  rough  operating,  or  over-ansesthetisa- 
tion.  For  supplying  the  patient  with  heat  the 
electrically  heated  table  is  the  best.  In  tables 
heated  by  cans  or  bags  of  hot  water,  the  heat 
lessens  as  the  operation  proceeds,  and  is  least  at 
the  end  of  the  operation,  the  very  time  at  which 
the  patient  requires  it  most. 

"  For  warming  the  theatre  itself  to  a  reasonable 
temperature,  the  old-fashioned  radiator,  still  to 
be  seen  in  recently  built  theatres,  is  far  too  much 
of  a  dust  trap.  The  heating  apparatus  should  be 
built  into,  and  should  form  part  of,  the 
surface  of  the  wall.  Flat  metal  plates,  electrically 
heated,  answer  admirably.,  Ventilation,  in  practice, 
resolves  itself  into  either  sucking  the  foul  air  out, 
its  place  being  taken  by  air,  more  or  less  vitiated, 
from  the  rooms  and  corridors  adjacent  to  the 
theatre,  or  diluting  the  foul  air  by  driving  in  a 
continuous  stream  of  out-door  air,  filtered,  and  if 
necessary  warmed,  the  excess  of  air  escaping  from 
the  theatre  into  parts  of  the  building  adjoining 
the  theatre.  The  driving-in  method  is  by  far  the 
better. 

"  In  July,  1914,  the  writer  was  in  a  newly  built 
English  theatre,  which  was  being  '  ventilated  '  by 
an  enormous  extracting  fan.  The  workers  and 
the  spectators  found  the  atmosphere  intolerable. 
Fortunately,  the  architect,  in  a  moment  of  mental 
aberration,  had  fitted  the  theatre  with  an  ordinary 
sash-frame  window,  which  had  to  be  opened  to 
its  fullest  extent  before  the  impending  asphyxia 
could  be  obviated." 
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APPOINTMENTS. 

SECRETARY. 

Society  of  Chartered  Nurses,  38,  New  Cavendish  Street, 
W. — Miss  Annice  Gray,  R.R.C.,  has  been  appointed 
Secretary  to  the  Society  of  Chartered  Nurses,  38,  New 
Cavendish  Street,  W.i,  and  begins  her  duties  on  the 
17th  inst.  She  was  trained  at  the  Dundee  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  afterwards  took  up  private  nursing  in 
London,  and  did  much  valuable  work  in  the 
'Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  during  the  war. 

SISTER  TUTOR  AND  HOME  SISTER. 

Mile  End  Hospital,  E. — Miss  Constance  Stainer  has 
been  appointed  Sister  Tutor  and  Home  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Mile  End  Hospital,  where  she 
.subsequently  held  the  position  of  Night  Sister.  She 
has  also  been  Sister  at  the  Mile  End  Military  Hospital, 
and  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

SISTER. 

Hackney  Union  Infirmary,  Homerton,  E. 9.— Miss 
-Margaret  Jean  McDonald  has  been  appointed  Ward 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Glasgow  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  has  been  Sister,  Ward  Sister,  and  Night 
Sister. 

Royal  Hospital  and  Home  for  Incurables,  West  Hill, 
Putney,  S.W. — Miss  Emma  Hailey,  A.R.R.C.,  has  been 
appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Middlesex 
Hospital,  and,  as  a  member  of  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve,  from  191 5 
to  1922,  has  held  the  positions  of  Staff  Nurse  and  Sister 
.at  King  George's  Hospital,  and  with  the  Army  of 
Occupation.  She  has  also  had  experience  of  private 
nursing. 

NIGHT  SISTER. 

General  Hospital,  Darlington. — -Miss  Elizabeth  Cromp- 
ton  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester,  and  has  held  the 
position  of  Sister  in  Military  Families'  Hospitals,  at 
the  Second  Western  General  Hospital,  and  of  Sister- 
in-Charge  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Swansea. 

Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby. — -Miss  Irene  Abrahams 
has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Jessop  Hospital  for  Women,  and  the  Royal  In- 
firmary, Sheffield,  and  has  since  been  Night  Sister  at 
the  Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester.  She  has 
also  had  experience  of  private  nursing. 

■QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE 
FOR     NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Alice  M.  CampbeU  is  appointed  to  Leeds 
.(Central)  as  Assistant  Superintendent ;  Miss  Fanny 
-Mason,  to  Birmingham  (Summer  Hill  Road),  as  Assis- 
tant Superintendent ;  Miss  Elizabeth  riassell,  to 
-Stockton  and  Thornaby  ;  Miss  Margaret  M.  Lynch,  to 
-Barrow-in-Furness  ;  Miss  Edith  M.  Pinyon,  to  South- 
borough  ;  Miss  EUzabeth  A.  Thornley,  to  Carnforth  ; 
-Miss  Mary  E.  Woodgate,  to  Halesworth. 

HONOURS    FOR    NURSES. 

Dr.  Geoffrey  Williams,  one  of  the  honorary  surgeons 
of  the  Wrexham  Infirmary,  offers  annually  a  gold  and 
.a  silver  medal  to  the  two  nurses  who  during  the  year 
.show  the  greatest  interest  and  efficiency  in  their  work. 

The  adjudicators  are  the  honorary  surgeons,  matron, 
-and  sisters,  and  they  have  awarded  the  gold  medal 
this  year  to  Nurse  Maud  Speed  and  the  silver  medal  to 
-Nurse  Dorothy  Chattin. 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


A  Great  Achievement. 
Trained  Nurses  who  follow  the  activities  of  their 
friend  and  champion.  Major  R.  W.  Barnett,  M.P., 
outside  as  well  as  inside  the  House  of  Commons! 
with  considerable  interest,  know  that  he  is  a  chess 
player  of  great  distinction.  That  he  is  also  a  crack 
shot  is  evident  from  the  result  of  the  thirty- 
seventh  rifle  match  between  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  at  Bisley,  which,  as  the  5^.  Pancras 
Guardian  records,  resulted  in  a  notable  victory  for 
the  House  of  Commons  team,  captained,  for  the 
third  year  in  succession,  by  Major  R.  W.  Barnett, 
M.P.  for  South-West  St.  Pancras.  The  Commons 
score  was  a  record,  the  whole  team  of  eight 
averaging  92  ^^  out  of  105,  with  the  Service  rifle  at 
200,  500,  and  600  yards,  while  the  first  six  men 
(including  two  Ministers,  Major  Tryon  and  Mr. 
KeUaway)  actually  averaged  95.  To  this  result 
Major  Barnett  contributed  100  out  of  a  possible 
105,  the  highest  individual  score  in  the  match, 
and  was  warmly  congratulated  upon  his  achieve- 
ment. 


The  "  Lords  and  Commons  "  match  had  its 
origin  at  Wimbledon  in  1862,  but  it  was  not  until 
1875  that  H.H.  the  Maharajah  of  Vizianagram 
presented  the  magnificent  challenge  cups,  which 
are  now  held,  from  year  to  year,  either  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  or  the"  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Since  the  competition  was  first  insti- 
tuted, the  Lords  have  won  on  15  occasions,  and 
the  Commons  on  22.  For  the  past  three  years  the 
Lords  team  has  been  led  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
who  was  formerly  in  command  of  the  ist  Battalion 
Grenadier  Guards,  while  Major  Barnett,  the 
captain  of  the  Commons  team,  served  on  the  staff 
of  the  36th  (Ulster)  Division,  and  has  now  shot 
with  distinction  thirty  times  in  the  international 
match  for  the  Elcho  Shield. 


THE  LETTER  "  E." 

Someone  has  advanced  the  opinion  that  the 
letter  "  e "  is  the  most  unfortunate  character 
in  the  English  alphabet  because  it  is  always  out 
of  cash,  forever  in  debt,  never  out  of  danger,  and 
in  hell  all  the  time.  For  some  reason  he  over- 
looked the  fortunates  of  the  letter,  so  we  caU 
his  attention  to  the  fact  that  "  e  "  is  never  in 
war  and  always  in  peace.  It  is  the  beginning  of 
existence  and  the  end  of  trouble.  Without  it 
there  would  be  no  meat,  no  life,  and  no  heaven. 
It  is  the  centre  of  honesty,  makes  love  perfect. 
It  is  the  beginning  of  eternity,  the  end  of  time  and 
space.  The  beginning  of  every  end  and  the  end 
of  every  place.  And  without  it  there  could  be 
no  editors,  devils,  nor  news. — The  Modern  Hospital. 

A     WORD    FOR     THE     WEEK. 

"  It  is  not  life  that  matters,  but  the  courage  vou 
bring  to  it." 

;  Hugh  Walpole. 
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•♦THE   ALTAR  STEPS  '  * 

Mr.  Compton  Mackenzie  is  a  versatile  writer 
who  can  with  equal  convincingness  write  of  the 
underworld  as  of  the  higher  flights  of  religious 
experience.  It  is  of  the  latter  point  of  view  that 
he  asks  the  reader's  attention  in  his  latest  work. 
He  traces  the  steps  of  young  Mark  Lidderdale 
from  his  impressionable  childhood  until  he  attains 
the  summit  of  his  ambition — his  ordination. 

He  introduces  Mark  in  his  father's  vicarage, 
Netting  Hill. 

"  Frightened  by  some  alarm  of  sleep  that  was 
forgotten  in  the  moment  of  waking,  a  little  boy 
threw  back  the  bedclothes  and  with  a  quick  heart 
and  breath  sat  listening  to  the  torrents  of  darkness 
that  went  rolling  by.  He  dared  not  open  his  mouth 
to  scream  lest  he  should  be  suffocated  ;  he  dared 
not  put  out  his  arm  to  search  for  the  bell-rope 
lest  he  should  be  seized  ;  he  dared  not  hide  beneath 
the  bed  clothes  lest  he  should  be  kept  there  ; 
he  could  do  nothing  except  sit  up  trembling  in 
a  vain  effort  to  orientate  himself.  Had  the  room 
reall}^  turned  upside  down  ?  Was  it  an  earthquake, 
or  was  it  the  end  of  the  world  ?  '  Guardian  angel  !" 
he  shrieked." 

His  cry  was  answered  in  the  person  of  his  mother. 

"  Oh  !  Mother,"  he  sighed,  clinging  to  the  soft 
sleeves  of  her  dressing  gown,  "  I  thought  it  was 
being  the  end  of  the  world." 

Mark's  father  was  an  ascetic  clergyman  of  the 
ultra  High  Church  party.  He  made  a  better  parish 
priest  than  he  did  husband  and  father.  Mark 
was  an  only  and  a  lonely  child,  and  few  luxuries 
came  the  way  of  the  poverty-stricken  vicarage 
in  the  slum  parish. 

When  he  was  about  seven  years  old  his  em- 
bittered father  became  impossible  to  live  peaceably 
with,  and  his  mother  took  refuge  with  quite  another 
kind  of  clergyman — her  father — and  found  com- 
parative happiness  in  her  girlhood's  home  in  Corn- 
wall. In  due  course,  old  Parson  Trehawke  and 
Mark's  mother  died  and  the  boy  was  left  practically 
penniless  except  for  a  few  hundred  pounds. 

He  ate  the  bitter  bread  of  dependence  with  his 
uncle  and  aunt  Lidderdale  until  his  education  at 
school  was  finished.  At  that  time  he  was  large 
for  his  age,  or  at  any  rate  so  loosely  jointed  as  to 
appear  large  a  swart  complexion,  prominent  cheek- 
bone and  straight,  lank  hair  gave  him  a  melancholic 
aspect— the  impression  that  remained  with  the 
observer  until  he  heard  the  boy  laugh  in  a  paroxysm 
of  merriment  that  left  his  dark  blue  eyes  dancing 
long  after  the  outrageons  noise  had  died  down. 
Uncle  Henry  found  his  laughter  boisterous  and 
irritating  ;  if  his  nephew  had  been  a  canary  in  a 
cage  he  would  have  covered  him  with  a  tablecloth. 
Aunt  Helen,  if  she  was  caught  up  in  one  of  Mark's 
narratives,  would  twitch  until  it  was  finished, 
when  she  would  rub  her  forehead  with  an  acorn  of 
menthol  and  wrap  herself  more  closely  in  a  shawl 
of  soft  Shetland  wool.     If  it  had  not  been  for  the 

*  By  Compton  Mackenzie. 


family  of  a  neighbouring  clergyman,  a  Mr.  Ogilvie, . 
Mark  would  have  grown   up  in  a  wholly  uncon- 
genial atmosphere,  and  as  it  was  he  was  driven  to 
far  too  much  introspection. 

He  went  through  many  phases  in  his  religion 
and  joined  in  the  first  place  a  monastery  where 
he  became  a  lay  brother. 

His  candid  description  of  life  as  he  found  it  there 
is  very  interesting,  and  he  does  not  attempt  to 
gloss  over  its  little  foibles  and  jealousies. 

There  are  some  charming  passages  in  the  book, 
and  we  will  conclude  with  a  characteristic  one 
describing  an  old  Cathedral  town. 

The  bells  chimed  from  early  morning  until 
sombre  eve  ;  ancient  clocks  sounded  the  hour  with 
strikes  rusty  from  long  service  of  time  ;  rooks  and 
white  fantail  pigeons  spoke  with  the  slow  voice  of 
creatures  that  are  fairly  content  with  the  slumbrous 
present  and  undismayed  by  the  sleepy  morrow. 

In  summer  the  black-robed  dignitaries  and  white- 
robed  choristers  themselves  not  much  more  than 
larger  rooks  and  fantails,  passed  slowly  across  the 
green  Close  to  their  dutiful  worship.  ...  In  spring 
there  were  daisies  in  the  close  and  daffodils  nodding 
among  the  tombs,  and  on  the  grey  wall  of  the 
Archdeacon's  garden  a  flaming  peacock's  tail  of 
Japanese  quince. 

This  is  not  a  book  for  everyone,  but  we  are  sure 
that  there  are  many  among  our  readers  who  will 
appreciate  it,  and  to  such  we  commend  it. 

H.  H. 

A  JIQGE. 

Those  of  our  readers  with  a  literary  turn  will 
welcome  "A  Pepysian  Garland,"  edited  by  Dr.. 
H.  E.  Rollins  and  published  by  the  Cambridge 
University  Press.  It  contains  some  eighty  ballads, 
published  between  the  years  1595  and  1639,  and 
preserved  in  the  Pepysian  Library  at  Cambridge. 
The  selection  covers  the  best  period  of  the  English 
black-letter  broadside  ballad  ;  and  the  book,  as 
a  whole,  is  an  important  revelation  of  the  treasures 
of  the  Pepys  collection. 

The    jig,    "  A    Country    New    Jigge    betweene 
Simon  and  Susan,  to  be  Sung  in  Merry  Pastime 
by  Bachelors  and  Maydens,"  is  a  gem. 
Simon. 
O   mine  owne  sweet  heart 

And  when  wilt  thou  be  true  ; 
Or  when  will  the  time  come 

That  I  shall  marry  you. 
That  I  may  give  you  kisses 

One,  two  or  three, 
More  sweeter  than  the  hunny 
That  comes  from  the  bee. 

Susan. 
My   father  is   unwilling 

That  I  should  marry  thee. 
Yet  I  could  wish  in  heart. 

That  so  the  same  might  be  ; 
For  now  methinks  thou  seemst 

More   lovely   unto   me : 
And  fresher  than  the  Blossomes 
That  bloomes  on  the  tree. 
But  as  her  mother  is  "  most  willing,"  she  pleads 
for  consent,  and  "  all's  well  that  ends  well." 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

NOTA    BENE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Nursing  Staff  of  Institutions,  other  than  Mental 
Hospitals,  under  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board, 
are  satisfied  with  the  hours  of  duty  that  liave  been 
assigned  them.  If  they  are  not,  they  have  only 
themselves  to  blame.  Perhaps  they  wiU  make 
a  special  note  of  the  fact  that  while  their  colleagues 
working  in  Mental  Hospitals  have  been  able, 
through  the  Asylum  Workers'  Trade  Union,  to 
have  a  voice  in  the  settling  of  their  own  duty 
hours,  those  of  the  rest  of  the  Nursing  Staff  have 
been  settled  for  them  by  the  Medical  Officers. 

One  reads :  "  The  Chief  Medical  Of&cers 
report  ...  on  the  nurses'  hours  of  duty,"  but 
apparently  no  Society  of  Nurses  has  been  consulted. 
It  is,  however,  expressly  stated  that  the  conditions 
in  the  Mental  Hospitals  under  the  M.A.B.  are  the 
subject  of  special  agreement  between  the  Board, 
the  London  County  Council,  and  the  Asylum 
Workers'  Union. 

If   the    majority   of   M.A.B.    nurses    had   been 
members  of  a  Professional  Trade  Union,  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  they,  too,  would  have  had  a  voice  in 
the  management  of  their  own  affairs. 
Maude  MacCallum, 
Hon.  Secretary,  The  Professional  Union  of 
Trained  Nurses. 

17,  Evelyn  House, 

62,  Oxford  Street,  W.i. 

THE  SENSE  OF   PROPORTION    ALL  WRONG. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

My  Dear  Editor, — Surely  the  psychology  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  has  deteriorated 
to  that  of  a  spendthrift  Government  Department  ? 
Otherwise,  how  can  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary 
to  the  Registrar  (not  a  very  responsible  position, 
surely  ?)  at  the  inflated  salary  of  £2^)0  per  annum 
be  reconciled  with  the  fact  that  we  still  owe 
thousands  of  pounds  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
which  we  are  at  the  moment  unable  to  pay  ? 
The  Registrar  may  need  help,  but  surely  not  at 
this  fancy  price  ?  No  one  objects  to  "  helping 
a  professional  lame  dog  over  a  stile,"  but  don't 
let  us  sacrifice  honesty  to  sentiment !  There  are 
others  !  !  Some,  with  longer  and  wider  experience, 
now  disabled,  known  to  the  writer,  who  can 
scarcely  get  a  living,  and  who  did  not  enjoy  the 
larger  salaries  of  these  latter  years.  No  disparage- 
ment to  the  lady  appointed.  All  honour  to  her 
work  at  home  and  abroad.  But  the  sense  of 
proportion  is  all  wrong. 
I    beg    to   remain, 

Yours  sincerely, 

London.  A.  E.  Macdonald  {Sister). 


KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Way  to  Face  It. 

A  Correspondent  writes. — "  From  an  article  in 
the  Observer,  by  Elizabeth  Robins,  on  '  Woman's 
Status  and  Men's  Apathy,'  I  have  pasted  up  the 
following : — 

"  '  The  public  relations  between  men  and 
women  will  be  easier  from  the  moment  women 
recognise  that  men  simply  cannot  as  yet  feel  any 
genuine  sympathy  with  women's  activities  beyond 
the  never-denied  two.  We  need  hardly  say  that 
of  these  the  first  is  concerned  with  women's  sex 
functions,  and  the  second  with  her  value  as  low- 
grade,  low-paid  worker.  To  recognise  this  without 
rancour,  or  even  wounded  feeling,  will  be  a  great 
saving  of  time  and  friction. 

"  '  In  sum,  then,  the  second  hearing  (of  Lady 
Rhondda's  Petition  in  the  Lords)  showed  the 
root  trouble  to  be  not  that  men  will  not  fairly 
represent  women.  But  that  men  cannot.  The 
sooner  women  face  that  fact  the  better  for  both 
them  and  men,  of  whom  the  impossible  has  quite 
unfairly  been  expected. 

"  '  The  immediate  way  to  "  face  it  "  is  for 
women  to  bring  home  to  their  representatives  in 
the  House  of  Commons  the  realisation  that  women 
voters  expect  the  Sex  Disqualification  Act  to  be 
cleared  of  the  stigma  of  being  a  piece  of  undignified 
trickery.' 

"  I  advise  the  same  policy  with  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act.  Doctors  have  no  right  to 
dominate  nurses  on  their  own  Governing  Body. 
The  College  Matrons  who  encourage  it  are  not 
only  betraying  their  profession  but  their  sex." 


WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 
England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 

Park,  London,  N.W. 
Scotland — 13,  MelvUle  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

No  nurse  who  has  not  been  registered  by 
September  22  nd  will  be  eligible  to  vote  for  the 
Direct  Nurse  Representatives  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  at  the 
forthcoming  election,  so  that  there  is  no  time  to 
lose  if  a  nurse  wishes  to  exercise  her  professional 
franchise. 

Forms  should  be  carefuUy  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

Do  not  delay  to  send  in  your  application  forms 
at  an  early  date. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

August  26th. — What  are  the  principal  diseases 
of  the  urinary  system,  and  the  nursing  points 
you  would  observe  in  caring  for  patients  suffering 
from  them  ? 

September  2nd. — How  would  you  deal  with  a 
case  of  suspended  animation  after  submersion  in 
water  ? 
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THe   Midwife 


QUEEN  CHARLOTTE'S  HOSPITAL. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital,  Marylebone 
Road,  London  (the  170th  Annual  Report),  con- 
tains many  interesting  items. 

The  Ante-Natal  Department. 
The  important  work  of  this  Department  con- 
tinues to  grow,  and  for  greater  convenience  of  the 
patients  and  in  order  to  meet  the  congestion  in  the 
temporary  premises  adjoining  the  Hospital,  accom- 
modation has  been  provided  at  the  Kensington 
District  Home  for  Ante-Natal  treatment  of 
Kensington  cases.  The  total  number  of  Ante- 
Natal  patients  during  the  year  was  4,376  and  their 
attendances  numbered  8,239  as  compared  with 
4,667  patients  and  7,759  attendances  in  1920. 

New  Lecture  Room. 
The  New  Lecture  Room,  erected  at  the  rear  of 
the  Nurses'  Home,  was  taken  into  use  in  October 
last  and  has  been  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage 
in  connection  with  the  teaching  of  the  pupils. 
The  room  in  the  Hospital,  formerly  used  as  a  Joint 
Lecture  and  Sitting  Room,  is  now  available 
entirely  as  a  sitting  room  for  the  Nurses. 

The  Midwifery  Training  School. 
Applications  for  admission  to  the  Training 
School  have  again  been  numerous  and  the  vacancies 
are  filled  for  many  months  ahead.  This  is  especi- 
ally the  case  for  Medical  Students,  who  are  entering 
from  most  of  the  London  Medical  Schools  and 
from  many  of  the  Provincial  and  Scotch  Medical 
Schools. 

A  Record  to  be  Proud  of. 

The.  number  of  Pupil  Midwives  who  entered  for 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  Examination  was  1 77, 
of  whom  all  but  one  passed,  the  percentage  of 
failures  being  0.5  only  as  compared  with  20  per 
cent,  in  Great  Britain  as  a  whole.  A  school  which 
can  show  such  a  result  has  indeed  a  record  to  be 
proud  of. 

>» 

CE^TRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD   FOR 
SCOTLAND. 


MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,    1915. 

The  "  Report  on  the  Work  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  for  the  year  ended 
March  31st,  1922,"  presented  by  that  Board  to 
the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  shows  that  the  total 
enrolments  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1922, 
were  474  ;  previous  enrolments,  4,548  ;  total 
enrolments  to  date,  5,022.  Of  the  total  number  on 
the  Roll,  1,730  have  passed  the  examination  of 
the  Board,  and  3,292  have  been  admitted  in  virtue 


of  certification  under  Sections  2  and  11  of  the 
Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  i.e.,  through  holding 
recognised  certificates  or  in  respect  of  having  been 
in  bona  tide  practice  at  the   passing  of  the  Act. 

Training  Institutions. 
There  are  14   institutions  in  Scotland  at  which 
midwives  may  be  trained,  of  which  four  are  Poor 
Law  Institutions. 

New  Rules. 
The  approval  of  the  Rules  of  the  Board  by  the 
Privy  Council  having  terminated  on  August  26th, 
1 92 1,  the  Rules  were  adjusted  after  revisal  with 
those  of  the  English  and  Irish  Boards.  The  Rules 
were  submitted  to  these  Boards  for  any  observa- 
tions they  might  have  to  make,  were  thereafter 
sent  to  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  and  the 
General  Medical  Council,  and  were  finally  approved 
by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  on  January  ist, 
1922. 

EXAMINATION. 

The  Examination  of  the  Board  held  simul- 
taneously in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dundee  and 
Aberdeen,  concluded  on  2nd  instant  with  the 
following  results  : — - 

Out  of  133  candidates  who  appeared  for  the 
Examination,  115  passed.  Of  the  successful 
candidates  32  were  trained  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  Edinburgh,  41  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  Glasgow,  4  at  the  Maternity  Hospital, 
Aberdeen,  8  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Dundee, 
6  at  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee  Institute,  Edin- 
burgh, 9  at  the  Cottage  Nurses'  Training  Home, 
Govan,  Glasgow,  and  the  remainder  at  various 
recognised  Institutions. 

Examination   Paper. 

1.  Name  the  bones  that  form  the  vault  of  the 
foetal  skull  and  describe  their  position.  Name 
and  describe  the  position  of  the  sutures  and 
fontanelles  and  explain  their  importance  in  mid- 
wifery practice  ? 

2.  Describe  the  bladder  complications  which 
may  be  met  with — (a)  during  pregnancy,  and 
(b)  during  the  puerperium. 

3.  Perincsum.  How  would  you  manage  your 
case  to  avoid  tearing  ?  What  risks  to  the  woman 
come  from  torn  perinaeum  ? 

4.  When  visiting  a  patient  on  the  first  day  of 
the  puerperium  what  points  would  you  investigate 
with  regard  to  {a)  the  mother,  (6)  the  child  ? 

5.  Name  some  of  the  commoner  causes  of  still- 
births, and  indicate  the  midwife's  duties  when  such 
a  case  occurs  in  her  practice. 

6.  Under  what  conditions  must  a  midwife  dis- 
infect herself  and  all  her  instruments  and  other 
appliances,  and  have  her  clothing  thoroughly 
disinfected  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Super- 
vising Authority,  before  going  to  any  other 
maternity  patient  ? 


THE 


MOSiilOOilWiiiSiS 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

THE  NOSSIIiG  RECORD 

EDITED  BY  MRS.  BEDFORD  FENMfICK,  REQISTEREO  /iJRiE. 


No.  1,795. 


SATURDAY,   AUGUST  26,   1922. 


Vol.  LXIX 


EDITORIAL. 

THE   ROCKEFELLER    REPORT  ON  NURSING 
EDUCATION. 

The  reference  of  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  in  January, 
1919,  was  orig-inally  "to  conduct  a  study 
of  the  proper  training  of  public  health 
nurses."  It  soon  became  clear,  however,  that 
the  entire  problem  of  nursings  and  of  nursings 
education,  relating  to  the  care  of  the  sick  as 
well  as  to  the  prevention  of  disease,  formed 
one  essential  whole,  and  must  be  so  considered 
if  sound  conclusions  were  to  be  attained.  A 
year  later,  in  February^  1920,  the  Foundation 
requested  the  Committee  to  broaden  the  scope 
of  the  inquiry  to  include  "a  study  of  general 
nursing  education,  with  a  view  to  developing 
a  programme  for  further  study  and  for  recom- 
mendation of  further  procedure." 

Dr.  C.  E.  A.  Winslow,  Professor  of  Public 
Health,  Yale  Medical  School,  acted  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  and  Miss  Josephine 
Goldmark  as  Secretary,  and  it  included, 
amongst  others.  Miss  A.  W.  Goodrich,  Miss 
M.  A.  Nutting,  Miss  Lilian  D.  Wald,  and  Miss 
Helen  Wood.  The  Report  is  exhaustive  and 
of  considerable  length,  but  the  following  are 
the  principal  conclusions  of  the  Committee  : — 

That,  since  constructive  health  work  and 
health  teaching  in  families  is  best  done  by 
persons  :  (a)  capable  of  giving  general  health 
instruction,  as  distinguished  from  instruction 
in  any  one  specialty  ;  and  (h)  capable  of  render- 
ing bedside  care  at  need,  the  agent  responsible 
for  such  constructive  health  work  and  health 
teaching  in  families  should  have  completed  the 
nurses'  training.  There  will,  of  course,  be 
need  for  the  employment,  in  addition  to  the 
public  health  nurse,  of  other  types  of  experts 
such  as  nutrition  workers,  social  workers, 
occupational  therapists,  and  the  like.  That  as 
soon  as  may  be  practicable  all  agencies,  public 
or  private,  employing  public  health  nurses, 
should  require  as  a  pre-requisite  for  employ- 
ment the  basic  hospital  training,  followed  by 
a  post-graduate  course,  including  both  class 
work  and  field  work,  in  public  health  nursing. 

That  the  career  open  to  young  women  of 
high  capacity,  in  public  health  nursing  or  in 


hospital  supervision  and  nursing  education,  is 
one  of  the  most  attractive  fields  now  open,  in 
its  promise  of  professional  success  and  of  re- 
warding public  service;  and  that  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  attract  such  women. 

That  for  the  care  of  persons  suffering  from 
serious  or  acute  disease,  the  safety  of  the 
patient,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  medical 
and  nursing  professions,  demand  the  main- 
tenance of  the  standards  of  educational  attain- 
ment generally  accepted  by  the  best  senti- 
ment of  both  professions  and  embodied  in  the 
legislation  of  the  more  progressive  states ;  and 
that  any  attempt  to  lower  these  standards  would 
be  fraught  with  real  danger  to  the  public. 

That,  with  the  necessary  financial  support, 
and  under  a  separate  board  or  training-school 
committee  organised  primarily  for  educational 
purposes,  it  is  possible,  with  completion  of  a 
high-school  course  or  its  equivalent  as  a  pre- 
requisite, to  reduce  the  fundamental  period  of 
hospital  training  to  twenty-eight  months,  and 
at  the  same  time,  by  eliminating  unessential, 
non-educational  routine,  and  adopting  the 
principles  laid  down  in  Miss  Goldmark's  re- 
port, to  organise  the  course  along  intensive 
and  co-ordinated  lines  with  such  modifications 
as  may  be  necessary  for  practical  application ; 
and  that  courses  of  this  standard  would  be 
,  reasonably  certain  to  attract  students  of  high 
quality  in  increasing  numbers. 

Superintendents,  supervisors,  instructors, 
and  public  health  nurses  should  in  all  cases 
receive  special  additional  training  beyond  the 
basic  nursing  course. 

That  the  development  and  strengthening  of 
University  Schools  of  Nursing  of  a  high  grade 
for  the  training  of  leaders  is  of  fundamental 
importance  in  the  furtherance  of  nursing  edu- 
cation. 

That  the  development  of  nursing  service 
adequate  for  the  care  of  the  sick  and  for  the 
conduct  of  the  modern  public  health  campaign 
demands  as  an  absolute  pre-requisite  the 
securing  of  funds  for  the  endowment  of 
nursing  education  of  all  types;  and  that  it  is 
of  primary  importance,  in  this  connection,  to 
provide  reasonably  generous  endowment  for 
University  Schools  of  Nursing. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT     ARE     THE      PRINCIPAL     DISEASES    OF    THE 
URINARY    SYSTEM.   AND  THE  NURSING   POINTS   YOU 
WOULD    OBSERVE    IN    CARINQ    FOR    PATIENTS  SUF- 
FERING FROM  THEM? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Henrietta  Ballard,  Bermondsey 
Hospital,  Lower  Road,  Rotherhithe. 

prize    paper. 

Principal  Diseases  of  the  Kidneys. 
Inflammation  of  the  kidney,  or  nephritis,  is 
one  of  the  most  common  of  kidney  diseases, 
and  is  caused  by  specific  fevers,  exposure  to 
wet  or  cold,  or  may  be  a  complication  of 
pregnancy.  Urine  is  often  much  suppressed, 
and  waste  fluid,  instead  of  being  excreted,  gets 
into  the  superficial  tissue,  and  oedematousi 
swellings  of  extremities  and  face  may  be  the 
first  symptom. 

Nursing  Points. 

Warmth  is  most  essential ;  patient  must  be 
clothed  in  wool  or  flannel,  nursed  between 
blankets,  and  given  plenty  of  well  protected 
hot  water  bottles  around  him.  The  room  must 
be  kept  at  a  warm,  even  temperature  and  no 
draughts. 

Diet. — Diluted  milk,  imperial  drink  and  soda 
water  must  be  given ;  if  restriction  of  fluid  is 
necessary  owing  to  much  oedema,  gruel  or 
arrowroot  may  be  given  instead. 

Urine  must  be  measured  and  tested  daily  for 
blood,  albumen  and  pus,  and  a  specimen  put 
up  in  "  Esbach's  "  to  obtain  correct  amount 
of  albumen  each  day.  A  urine  chart  must  be 
kept. 

Aperients  producing  watery  stools  and  dia- 
phoretics will  be  ordered  freely. 

Pain  may  need  relief;  poultices  or  fomenta- 
tions to  lumbar  region  may  have  desired  effect. 

Skin  action  must  be  increased ;  hot  baths, 
packs  and  drugs  such  as  pilocarpine  will  be 
necessary. 

Vomiting  may  be  very  persistent  and  may 
be  relieved  by  Sod.  Bicarb,  or  other  drugs 
ordered. 

Bedsores  must  be  prevented,  especially  on 
oedematous  parts.  Temperature,  pulse  and 
respiration  taken  and  noted  regularly.  Pulse 
may  become  hard  and  tense,  and  respirations 
slow  and  heavy,  indicating  convulsions  or  other 
complications. 

Chronic  Nephritis  may  be  present  for  years, 
and  treatment  will  not  be  so  rigid  as  in  acute 
conditions.  Urine  may  not  be  scanty  and 
albumen  may  vary  very  much  in  amount,  and 
diet  have  little  effect  on  condition. 


UrcBmia  may  follow  nephritis,  and  symptoms 
of  severe  headache,  drowsiness  and  defective 
vision  must  be  taken  as  serious  indications. 
They  may  result  in  convulsions  which  closely 
resemble  epilepsy,  during  which  the  patient 
must  be  protected  from  hurting  himself  and 
from  biting  his  tongue.  The  action  of  skin 
must  be  increased  and  drugs  or  chloroform 
may  be  necessary  to  control  the  fits. 

Growths  of  tubercular  or  malignant  origin 
may  be  present  in  kidney,  and  surgical  inter- 
ference may  be  necessary. 

Calculus  or  Stone  in  kidney  is  marked  by 
very  severe  pain  with  rigors,  vomiting  and 
profuse  perspiration.  Drugs  such  as  morphia 
may  be  necessary  to  relieve  the  agonising 
colic,  or  local  applications  or  hot  baths  accord- 
ing to  severity.  Removal  of  stone  or  kidney 
will  give  permanent  relief. 

Diseases  of  Bladder. 

Cystitis  or  Inflammation  of  the  bladder  may 
be  a  complication  of  other  disease ;  it  may  also 
be  caused  by  infection  from  without  by  dirty 
catheters  or  instruments,  or  may  be  the  result 
of  chronic  disease  or  the  presence  of  a  foreign 
body. 

Chief  Nursing  Points. 

Rest  in  bed,  liquid  diet,  and  local  treatment. 

Washouts  will  be  given  of  either  Boracic 
lotion  or  Permanganate  of  Potash  ;  the  catheter 
may  have  to  be  passed  at  regular  intervals,  and 
the  urine  must  be  measured  and  tested  as  in 
kidney  conditions. 

Drugs. — Aperients  and  Urotropine  may  be 
ordered.  If  infection  is  due  to  gonorrhoeal 
infection  more  drastic  treatment  will  be  given. 

Stones  in  bladder  may  cause  blockage  of 
ureters  or  urethra  and  must  be  either  removed 
or  crushed  under  an  anaesthetic.  The  lining 
mucous  membrane  of  vessels  or  organs  may 
be  injured  by  their  passage  and  cause  increased 
pain. 

Temperature  may  be  high  in  bladder  infec- 
tions. Rigors  and  severe  headaches  are  very 
distressing  and  the  patient  needs  careful  nurs- 
ing to  prevent  any  further  infection  occurring. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  E.  A.  Noblett,  Miss 
Rachel  Dodd,  Miss  M.  Jenkins,  Miss  G.  Todd, 
Miss  F.  Jones. 

QUESTION  FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

How  would  y  a  deal  with  a  case  of  sus- 
pended animation  after  submersion  in  water? 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  issued  a  Cir- 
cular to  Poor  Law  Authorities  (Circular  330) 
stating^  that  it  has  been  represented  to  him  that 
the  effect  of  the  Order  dated  August  13th, 
192 1,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Regulations  made  under  Sec- 
tion 7  of  the  Dangerous  Drugs  Act,  1921,  is 
not  in  all  cases  fully  understood  by  Medical 
Officers  and  Dispensers  attached  to  Poor  Law 
Establishments.  He  has  therefore  caused  a 
Memorandum  to  be  prepared  explaining  in  a 
convenient  form  the  application  of  the  Order 
to  Poor  I^w  Institutions,  and  the  procedure 
to  be  adopted  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
prescribed  conditions,  The  Clauses"  of  special 
interest  to  Poor  Law  nurses  are  the  following  : 

Supplies  of  stock  preparations  of  dangerous 
drugs  required  to  be  kept  in  a  ward  are  only  to 
be  issued  by  the  Medical  Officer  on  a  written 
requisition  of  the  nurse  in  charge  of  the  ward. 
The  Medical  Officer  will  retain  the  requisition 
for  reference  and  record  for  a  period  of  at  least 
two  years.  The  nurse  in  charge  of  the  ward 
is  required  to  keep  a  copy  of  each  requisition, 
to  keep  the  drugs  so  supplied  under  lock  and  key, 
and  to  use  them  only  under  the  directions  of  the 
Medical   Officer, 

The  Medical  Officer  is  required  to  take  all 
necessary  precautions  to  ensure  the  safe  delivery 
of  the  drugs  affected  by  the  Regulations  to  the 
ward  in  which  they  are  required. 

Where  there  is  an  outpatient  department, 
the  two  preceding  requirements  are  to  apply 
to  the  department  in  the  same  way  as  they  do 
to  a  ward. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  required  to  keep  a  record 
of  each  occasion  on  which  a  prescription  or 
^  requisition  was  dispensed,  and,  in  the  case  of  a 
prescription  the  date,  the  name  of  the  prescribing 
doctor  and  name  or  case  number  of  patient,  and 
in  the  case  of  a  requisition  the  date,  the  name  of 
the  nurse  making  the  requisition,  and  the  name 
or  description  of  the  ward  for  which  the  requi- 
sition is  made. 


The  other  day  the  Superintendent  of  a 
private  nurses'  co-operation  received  an  ac- 
count from  a  patient  for  damage  done  to  a 
sheet  through  burns  caused  by  a  nurse  while 
smoking  in  bed.  We  hear,  also,  that  damage 
to  sheets  from  the  same  cause  is  not  unknown 
in  the  nurse-training  schools.  There  are 
differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
smoking  by  nurses,  but  there  can  be  none  as 
to  smoking  in  bed  ;  a  nurse  who  indulges  in 
this  practice  is  a  dangerous  person  to  have  in 
a  house,  and  it  should  be  strictly  and 
absolutelv  forbidden. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Cambridge  County 
Nursing  Association  stated  that  the  steady  in- 
crease of  the  work  led  the  Committee,  in 
June,  1 92 1,  to  decide  on  the  purchase  of  a 
Ford  car  for  the  use  of  the  Superintendent  and 
her  assistant,  and  that  it  had  been  of 
inestimable  benefit  in  the  saving  of  both  time 
and  energy. 

In  the  future,  no  doubt,  the  car  will  be  a 
potent  influence  in  solving  the  problem  of  the 
care  of  the  sick  in  rural  districts.  Instead  of 
a  highly  skilled  nurse  being  set  down  in  a 
small  village,  where  there  is  not  enough  work 
to  employ  her  energies,  the  car  will  enable  her 
to  cover  a  wide  area,  and  thus  her  knowledge 
and  skill  will  be  available  for  the  benefit  of  a 
much  larger  number  of  people.  It  will  also 
enable  her  to  reside  at  headquarters,  as,  on  a 
telephone  call,  she  will  be  quickly  available 
when  wanted,  and  she  can  thus  have  the 
stimulus  of  the  society  of  other  nurses  en- 
gaged in  the  same  work  as  herself.  The 
isolation  of  the  rural  nurse,  which  is  so  large 
a  factor  in  the  unpopularity  of  rural  nursing, 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  past ;  and  the  car  will 
also  help  to  solve  the  "  shortage  "  question, 
because  one  nurse  will  be  able  to  deal  with  a 
much  larger  number  of  cases  than  heretofore. 

No  one  can  have  seen  the  important  and 
indispensable  part  played  by  the  car  in  the 
organisation  of  district  nursing  in  the 
devastated  regions  of  France  without  being 
desirous  of  .  seeing  it  incorjxirated  in  the 
organisation  of  district  nursing,  and  especially 
rural  nursing,  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


Leicester  has  real  reason  to  be  proud  of  its 
district  nurses,  and  of  their  Superinten- 
dent, Miss  Mearns,  who  was  appointed  Super- 
intendent under  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Insti- 
tute in  1916,  at  the  Home  in  New  Walk.  Miss 
Mearns  has  a  profound  love  for  the  work,  and 
believes  deeply  in  its  value,  so  that  she  in- 
evitably inspires  all  her  nurses  with  the  convic- 
tion that  theirs  is  a  fine  and  a  noble  profession. 
Never  yet  has  Miss  Mearns  been  known  to 
say  "  No  "  to  a  call  for  help.  As  quickly  as 
feet  can  reach  the  spot  a  deft,  capable,  kindly 
nurse  is  there  to  do  all  that  is  needed.  The 
wonderful  help  of  the  Queen's  Nurses  during 
the  terrible  influenza  epidemics  is  something 
that  will  never  be  forgotten  in  Leicester. 


Viscountess  Novar,  the  Countess  of  Elgin, 
and  Lady  Green  have  recently  been  engaged, 
on  behalf  of  the  Fife  County  Nursing  Associa- 
tion, in  submitting  to  the  workers  in  the  tex- 
tile factories  in  Dunfermline,  by  the  courtesy 
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of  the  manag-ement,  the  need  and  value  of  a 
trained  nursing'  service  for  every  home  in  the 
burg^h  unable  to  afford  a  private  nurse,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  support  available  for  estab- 
lishing it  on  the  only  possible  financial  basis, 
namely,  a  provident  method  of  maintenance. 
The  response,  says  the  Dunfermline  Press,  has 
been  excellent.  If  all  the  workers  in  the  burgh 
will  undertake  voluntarily  to  contribute  id.  per 
fortnight,  beginning'  in  October,  it  will  be 
possible  to  inaugurate  that  month  a  service  of 
three  Queen's  Nurses,  additional  to  the  present 
nurse,  in  readiness  for  all  the  illnesses  of  the 
Scottish  winter  and  spring.  All  workers  are 
being  approached.  Homes  not  contributing-  in 
this  way  will  be  asked  to  pay  either  an  annual 
subscription  of  6s.  or  a  scale  of  charges  for 
actual  services  rendered;  and  this  revenue,  it 
is  estimated,  will  meet  70  per  cent,  of  the 
costs  of  maintenance,  the  remaining  30  per 
cent,  being  met,  as  elsewhere,  from  private 
sources,  employers'  contributions,  and  certain 
small  grants.  Old  ag-e  pensioners,  the  sick 
poor,  unemployed  workers,  &c.,  will  receive 
the  service  gratis.  This  provident  payment  of 
2S.  per  year  per  worker  will  permit  every  home 
to  have  the  service,  when  needed,  free,  and 
without  any  element  of  charity ;  and  when  not 
needed,  other  homes  will  be  receiving  the 
benefit  of  the  common  payment. 

A  public  meeting-  to  inaugurate  the  service 
will  be  held  in  October,  when  it  is  contem- 
plated a  District  Nursing  Associa^iion  for  Dun- 
fermline, representative  of  all  contributors,  will 
be  formed.  

Dr.  Yeoman,  Medical  Officer  of  the  Wirral 
(Chester)  Poor  Law  Authority,  has  been  pro- 
testing against  the  standard  of  training  de- 
fined by  the  General '  Nursing-  Council.  A 
nurse,  he  said,  would  now  have  .to  be 
examined  in  biology,  physiology,  psychology, 
mathematics,  including^  the  metric  system  and 
elementary  algebra,  botany,  elementary  chemis- 
try, and  other  subjects  before  she  was  con- 
sidered qualified  for  her  work  in  the  ward. 

We  advise  our  readers  to  accept  this  state- 
ment * '  cum  g-rano, ' '  and  to  study  for  them- 
selves the  Syllabus  of  Training  issued  by  the 
General  Nursing-  Council.  It  is  a  pity  that  a 
responsible  medical  officer  should  mislead  the 
public  and  discourage  women  from  becoming 
nurses,  as  the  shortag-e  is  very  injurious  to  the 
public  health. 

The  Liverpool  Courier  thinks  that  high 
medical  information  and  skill  is  valuable, 
where  it  can  be  used.  For  ordinary  hospital 
service,  strength  of  body,  equability  of  tempera- 
ment, and  ability  to  do  tasks  of  drudgery,  are 
even  more  important ! 


DUBLIN    COLLEAGUES    HONOUR 
MISS  CARSON=RAE. 


A  pleasant  function  was  the  farewell  supper, 
given  on  August  17th,  in  honour  of  Miss 
Carson-Rae,  who  is  leaving  Ireland,  having 
resigned  the  position  of  Head  of  the  Nurses' 
Hostel,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

Invitations  were  issued  by  Miss  Huxley  and 
Miss  Reeves,  and  althoug^h  holiday  time 
hindered  many  acceptances,  a  goodly  number 
of  g-uests  gathered  together  in  Miss  Reeves' 
quarters  at  Dr.   Steevens'   Hospital. 

A  rdcherche  supper  of  dainty  viands  was 
served  at  a  long'  table;  lovely  roses  were  the 
flowers  selected  for  its  decoration,  and, 
tog^ether  with  g^arlands  of  pink  ramblers,  pre- 
sented a  feast  of  colour.  Among  those  present 
were  the  Misses  Burkitt,  Gouldingf,  Huxley, 
Riorden,  Thornton,  Reeves,  Phelan,  Delap 
and  Patton.  Miss  Huxley,  who  presided  and 
proposed  the  health  of  the  guest  of  the  even- 
ing-, said  :  "  Ladies, — Thoug-h  this  is,  as  it 
was  intended  to  be,  a  very  pleasant  festivity, 
our  rejoicing  is  tempered  with  regret  when  we 
remember  that  it  is  to  say  farewell  to  Miss 
Rae.  We  very  much  regret  Miss  Rae's  de- 
parture from  Dublin^,  especially  those  of  us 
who  have  worked  with  her  in  various  nursing" 
org-anisations  for  so  many  years! — the  Irish 
Nurses'  Association,  the  Irish  Matrons'  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Irish  Nurses'  Registration 
Board.  Of  this  latter -Miss  Rae  did  the  secre- 
tarial work  almost  unaided.  We,  at  least, 
know  full  well  the  value  of  her  work  and  its 
admirable  thoroughness  and  method.  These 
qualities  have  been  notably  manifested  in  the 
Irish  Nurses'  Hostel,  whose  secretary  Miss 
Rae  has  been  since  its  inception.  Who  could 
enter  the  doors  of  34,  St.  Stephen's  Green 
without  feeling-  that  a  gentlewoman  reig^ned 
there?  The  place  has  been  beautifully  kept, 
and  its  financial  management  has  been  a  sur- 
prising- wonder  to  us  all.  Her  clear  brain 
which  enabled  her  to  run  the  various  com- 
mittees successfully,  and  her  quick  perception 
of  difficulties  that  might  arise,  made  her  work 
invaluable  to  the  Nursing-  politics  of  Dublin. 
We  shall  be  poorer  by  her  departure. ' ' 

Miss  Rae  responded  in  a  graceful  speech, 
and  thanked  her  friends  for  their  good  wishes ; 
and  Miss  Reeves  voiced  the  general  feeling^  of 
regfret  which  all  present  felt.  Expressions 
of  cordial  good  will  closed  a  very  friendly 
g-athering-. 

Dublin's  loss  is  London's  g-ain,  and  Mis® 
Carson-Rae  is  assured  of  a  warm  welcome  on 
this  side  of  the  Channel. 
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THE    BRAVE    AND    TRUE   WHO   HAVE 
DIED  THE  DEATH  OF  HONOUR. 

"  In  honoured  memory  of  the  Medical  Officers 
and  Nursing  Staff  who  were  killed  or  died  on 
Service  in  the  Great  War." 

As  we  briefly  reported  last  week,  a  memorial 
tablet,  designed  to  commemorate  the  NavaJ 
Medical  Officers  and  Nursing  StafE  who  were  killed 
or  died  in  the  Great  War  (in  all  1,503),  was  unveiled 
by  the  Director-General  (Surgeon-General  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Robert  HiU,  K.C.B.,  K.C.M.G., 
C.V.O.),  at  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Haslar,  on 
August  17th. 

The  Memorial,  which  is  carried  out  in  metal,  is 
surmounted  by  the  Admiralty  Crest,  below  which 


Peebles  ;  Miss  Jeannette  Mary  Robbins,  November 
4th,  1918,  R.N.  Hospital,  Chatham ;  Miss  Annie 
Wilson,  November  5th,  191 8,  Garth  Castle  ;  |Miss 
Anette  Maud  Prevost,  November  19th,  1918,  R.N. 
Hospital,  Chatham. 

V.A.D.  Nursing  Members. 

Miss  Margaret  Baron,  October  22nd,  1918  ;  Miss 
Evelyn  Elliston,  March  5th,  1919  ;  Miss  Margaret 
M.  Evans,  July  28th,  1918  ;  Miss  Mildren  Feeney, 
October  8th,  191 8  ;  Miss  Anstice  Harvey,  October 
28th,  1918  ;  Miss  Bridget  A.  Lambarde,  March 
5th,  1919. 

The  memorial  tablet  is  affixed  to  the  east  wall 
of  the  porchway  facing  the  main  entrance  gates  to 
the  Hospital. 

In  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  persons. 


ROYAL     NAVAL     HOSPITAL,     HASLAR— MAIN     ENTRANCE. 


appear  the  names  of  those  members  of  the  Naval 
Medical  and  Nursing' Services  who  gave  their  lives 
for  King  and  Country.  Those  of  the  Nursing 
Staff  are  : — 

Queen    Alexandra's    Royal    Naval    Nursing 
Service. 

Miss  Olive  Kathleen  Bowlatt,  December  30  th, 
1915- 

Queen    Alexandra'5    Royal  Naval 

Nursing  Service  Reserve. 

Nursing  ' Sisters. 

Miss  Caroline  Maud  Edwards,  December  30th, 

1915  ;     Miss   Louisa   Chamberlain,    August    loth, 

1918,  China  ;    Miss  Mabel  Edith  Grigson,  October 

3rd,  191 8,  R.N.  Hospital,  Malta  ;   Miss  Grace  Glen 

Ainsworth,    October   29th,    1918,    R.N.    Hospital, 


including  Nursing  Sisters  on  the  Staff  of  the 
Hospital  and  members  of  the  Sick  Berth  Staff,  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Hospital,  the  Rev.  C.  Graham, 
O.B.E.,  conducted  a  short  service,  in  the  course  of 
which  prayers  were  offered  for  "  the  brave  and 
true  who  have  died  the  death  of  honour." 

The  Director-General,  prior  to  the  unveiling, 
said  that  included  in  the  memorial  were  the  Naval 
Medical  Officers  of  the  permanent  Service,  Nursing 
Sisters  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Royal  Naval  Nursing 
Service  and  its  Reserve,  and  members  of  Voluntary 
Aid  Detachments. 

Personally,  he  could  not  imagine  any  more 
suitable  site  than  the  gateway  of  Haslar  Hospital 
to  place  this  Memorial.  Built  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  it  was  a  memorial  to  the  most  glorious 
days  of  Naval  history.     To  Haslar  were  brought 
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the  sick  and  wounded  from  the  battles  of  Copen- 
hagen, St.  Vincent,  the  Nile,  Trafalgar,  the  Crimea, 
the  Baltic.  Through  that  gateway  passed  every 
surgeon  on  entering  the  Naval  Medical  Service,  and 
future  generations  in  passing  would  pay  tribute 
to  the  service  of  those  medical  officers  and  Nursing 
Sisters  who  gave  their  all  to  their  King  and 
Country,  and  who  would  remain  for  ever  an 
example  in  patriotism. 

The  Director-General  then  released  the  flag,  and 
the  tablet  was  unveiled,  and  the  impressive  func- 
tion closed  with  the  blessing  of  the  Chaplain,  and 
the  National  Anthem. 

A  laurel  wreath  from  the  Sick  Berth  Staff  was 
laid  at  the  foot  of  the  Memorial. 


THE    INTERNATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 
NURSES, 


THE  AMERICAN  NURSES*  ASSOCIATION. 

The  American  Nurses'  Association  has  elected 
Miss  Adda  Eldredge  as  its  President,  in  succession 
to  Miss  Clara  D.  Noyes,  the  retiring  President. 
Miss  Eldredge  has  been  for  years  a  Member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  and  has  also  acted  as  Inter- 
state Secretary. 


The  Convention  of  the  National  League  of 
Nursing  Education  in  Seattle,  U.S.A.,  appears, 
from  the  Report  published  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Nursing,  to  have  been  an  unqualified 
success.  The  outstanding  event  of  the  week  was, 
we  learn,  the  presentation  of  the  long  awaited 
Rockefeller  Report  on  Nursing  Education,  pre- 
sented by  Miss  Goodrich,  who  read  rapidly  for 
more  than  an  hour,  and  so  conveyed  the  abstract 
of  Miss  Goldmark's  report,  as  condensed  by  Dr. 
Winslow. 


THE  "ROSS"  LAWN  TENNIS 

CHALLENGE  CUP, 

The  Matrons  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
are  issuing  invitations  to  witness  the  Final  of  the 
"  Ross  "  Lawn  Tennis  Challenge  Cup  at  the  Park 
Hospital,  Hither  Green,  on  Saturday,  Septem- 
ber 9th,  at  2.30  p.m.  We  hope  the  Clerk  of  the 
Weather  will  smile  upon  the  gathering.  That  is 
aU  that  is  needed  to  make  it  a  most  enjoyable 
function. 

COLLEGE  OF    NURSING. 

Birmingham  and  Three  Counties    Centre. 

On  Thursday,  August  17th,  Miss  Bodley, 
Matron  of  Selly  Oak  Hospital,  was  "  At  Home  " 
to  members  of  the  centre.  In  spite  of  the  un- 
certain weather  several  excellent  sets  of  tennis 
were  played,  whilst  less  energetic  guests  enjoyed 
a  game  of  bowls.  Tea  was  served  in  the  nurses' 
sitting-room,  simply  but  effectively  decorated  in 
blue  and  cream.  Music  and  a  guessing  competi- 
tion brought  to  a  close  a  delightful  social  gathering. 

G.  M.  E.  Jones, 

Hon.  Press  Sec. 


Of  the  five  countries  received  into  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses  at  Copenhagen — 
Belgium,  China,  Italy,  Norway,  and  South  Africa 
— the  first  to  present  a  Report  was  Belgium,  this 
being  read  by  Mile,  la  Comtesse  Louise  d'Ursel. 
The  Report  was  as  follows  : — 

NURSING  IN   BELGIUM. 

It  is  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Danish  nurses  that  we  come  to  show 
to  the  elite  of  nursing  of  all  countries  the  result 
of  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  raise  the 
standard  of  our  profession  in  Belgium. 

The  war,  coming  just  at  the  moment  when 
nursing,  as  a  profession,  began  to  rise  in  our 
country,  abruptly  stopped  all  tentatives  of  bring- 
ing nurses  together.  They  were  dispersed,  to 
concentrate  all  their  efforts,  during  four  years,  on 
one  single  aim — that  of  relieving  the  frightful 
sufferings  which  surrounded  them — without  think- 
ing of  forwarding  their  own  interests. 

Directly  conditions,  after  the  armistice,  allowed 
them  to  come  together,  they  founded  an  Associa- 
tion which  has  grown  and  spreads  now  through- 
out the  whole  country.  To  show  you  what  we 
have  done  during  these  three  years,  we  would  like 
to  put  before  you  the  stages  through  which 
nursing  has  passed,  to  reach  the  present  state. 

Bsfore  the    War. 

The  history  of  nursing  in  Belgium  goes  back  to 
very  far,  and  is  closely  associated  with  the  charit- 
able foundations  of  the  Middle  Ages. 

In  times  of  general  trouble  the  civil  power  is 
not  able  to  give  protection  to  the  people.  At  that 
moment  the  Church  takes  up  the  work,  and  the 
bishop,  inside  the  walls  of  the  city,  gathers  all 
the   sufferers  ix>und  him. 

The  tendency  to  relieve  suffering,  hindered  by 
invasions,  rises  steadily  from  the  eleventh  century. 
The  "  Maisons  Dieu"  gather  in  all  human 
miseries — soldiers  and  citizens,  religious  and  laic, 
Jews  and  Mahometans  are  admitted  without 
difficulty,  for  they  all  bear  the  same  mark  of 
suffering. 

The  care  is  given  by  "  brothers  "  and  "  sisters  " 
living  in  separate  communities,  who  not  only 
welcome  the  invalids  when  they  come,  but  seek 
them  in  the  streets. 

Tlie  patient  is  looked  on  as  the  master  of  the 
house,  and  the  religious  are  his  servants.  Most 
of  our  modern  hospitals  have  their  origin  in  these 
"  Maisons  Dieu,"  and  are  still  served  by  the  same 
religious  orders  as  in  the  twelfth  century. 

Then  comes  the  feudal  system  :  The  lords  try  to 
improve  the  position  of  their  vassals,  they  create 
charitable  institutions  and  endow  those  which 
exist  already. 

Thus  it  is  that  many  hospitals  served  by 
.'Xugusfinian  sisters  have  been  endowed  by  Sophie, 
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daughter  of  Ste  Elisabeth  of  Hungary  and  wife  of 
Henry  H,   Duke  of  Brabant. 

In  gratitude  they  bear  the  name  of  Ste  Elisabeth. 

The  "  leproseries, "  or  hospitals  for  lepers,  were 
particularly  noticeable  at  this  period.  These 
hospitals  were  served  by  a  brotherhood  of  brothers 
and  sisters  placed  under  the  episcopal  authority, 
who  wore  on  the  sleeve  a  little  piece  of  red  cloth 
to  show  that  they  had  accepted  the  livery  of  the 
lepers. 

After  the  crusades  and  the  development  of  towns 
and  of  commerce,  growing  riches  allowed  private 
people  to  relieve  the  misery  of  their  brothers. 

That  was  the  period  of  the  foundation  of 
numerous  guilds  and  confraternities  which  were 
established  in  our  towns,  and  of  which  many  still 
exist. 

At  the  death  of  the  donors  most  of  these 
foundations  went  back  to  the  care  of  the  town 
councillors,  and  were  the  beginning  of  the  present 
"  Commissions  des  hospices." 

The  most  important  nursing  brotherhoods  of 
this  period  are  : — 

The  "  Frferes  Cellites,"  who  devoted  themselves 
to  the  care  of  the  insane. 

The  Brothers  of  Mercy,  who  buried  the  dead. 

The  "Bogards,"  ancient  members  of  the 
Weavers'  Guild,  who  became  religious  and  cared 
for  the  sick  members  of  their  old  profession. 

The  Capuchin  priors,  who  devoted  themselves 
especially  during  epidemics  of  plague. 

Amongst  women  : — 

Les  Soeurs  Noires  had  convents  in  the  whole 
country,  and  still  nurse  the  sick. 

The  Augustines,  who  received  grants  from  the 
Dukes  of  Brabant  and  Counts  of  Flanders  in 
acknowledgment  of  their  devotion. 

The  Grey  Sisters,  or  "  p^nitentes,"  gave  their 
time  to  visiting  the  sick. 

The  Cisterciennes  Bernardines  work  the  hospital 
at  Ghent  since  the  year  1228.  They  still  wear  the 
white  woollen  habit,  which  they  now  cover  with  a 
larere  linen  overall. 

The  seculars  of  the  Third  Order  of  St.  Francis 
lived  in  the  world  devoting  themselves  to  the  care 
of  the  sick. 

One  interesting  group  is  that  of  the  B^guines, 
who  appear  at  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century  at 
Li^ge. 

They  are  good  women  who,  without  entering  a 
convent,  give  themselves  to  works  of  mercy.  They 
take  complete  or  temporary  vows  of  celibacy,  and 
live  adapting  their  religious  life  to  the  needs  of 
their  fellow  citizens. 

When  they  grouped  together  it  was  often  near 
a  hospital  to  care  f^r  the  sick,  which  they  did  in 
many  towns. 

Every  B^guinage  had  an  infirmary  in  the 
centre  where  the  oldest  and  the  weakest  were 
gathered,  as  well  as  sick  people  from  outside. 
There  they  worked  under  the  orders  of  the 
"  Maitresse,"  or  matron. 

All  the  B^guines  were  not  nurses,  but,  in  the 
case  of  an  epidemic,  they  spent  themselves 
generously. 


It  was  because  of  their  charity  that  the  French 
Revolution  spared  them. 

Still,  to-day,  some  Beguines  continue  to  visit  the 
sick  in  their  homes. 

Later  on,  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  St.  Vincent 
de    Paul    were   sent   to    work    in    many   hospitals. 

Besides  these,  there  were  many  orders  of  more 
recent  date  of  nursing  sisters. 

Until  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  care 
of  sick  people  was  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  religious  orders,  and  many  hospitals  and 
dispensaries  are  still  actually  worked  by  them. 
They  also  still  do  private  nursing  and  visit  the 
sick  |xx)r. 

Their  amount  of  training  is  varied,  but  many 
among  them  have  submitted  to  the  State  prescrip- 
tions, and  some  even  now  follow  the  regular  course 
of  training. 

The  first  idea  of  establishing  a  school  of  nursine, 
opened  to  educated  girls  in  order  to  raise  the 
standard  in  the  lay  profession,  so  little  known  in 
Belgium,  was  put  into  practice  by  Dr.  Depage, 
and  on  May  i6th,  1907,  he  opened  "  L'Ecole 
Beige  des  infirmi^res  dipl6m^es." 

The  first  matron  of  this  school  was  from  the 
LxDndon  Hospital,  and  is  immortalised  by  her 
martyrdom.  I  speak  of  Edith  Cavell.  This  school 
has  faithfully  followed  the  Niglitingale  traditions 
and  exacts  four  years  of  training. 

Before  the  war  the  school  distributed  twenty- 
three  nurses'  certificates. 

The  same  year,  in  the  month  of  October,  Dr. 
van  Swieten  opened  the  "  Ecole  Saint-Camille, " 
where  the  nursing  course  was  given,  followed  by 
a  practical  training  in  different  hospitals  and  dis- 
pensaries. 

The  school  was  later  established  at  H6pital  Ste 
Elisabeth  Uccle. 

A  six-months'  obligatory  training  was  required 
from  all   the  pupils;   223    certificates  were   given. 

In  1912,  during  the  Balkan  war,  the  school  sent 
a  mission  comprising  a  number  of  doctors  and 
nurses  to  Belgrade. 

The  hospitals  of  Antwerp  opened  a  training 
school  for  nurses  in  1907  at  the  Stuyvenberg.  It 
was  completely  organised  in  1912. 

The  Sint  Berlendischool  was  started  in  Antwerp 
in  1908. 

The  Ecole  Provingiale  de  Li^ge  opened  the  same 
year. 

In  the  sanatorium  for  nervous  diseases  of  Fort 
Jaco,  Dr.  Ley  had  a  training  school  for  mental 
case  nurses. 

Pubh'c  interest  began  to  rise  in  favour  of  the 
profession,  through  the  influence  of  doctors  and 
prominent  people,  who  helped  to  create  these 
schools. 

The  State  began  to  move  in  the  matter,  and  on 
April  4th,  1908,  a  Royal  Order  created  an  official 
certificate  for  nurses.  This  Act,  though  ele- 
mentary, decided  the  programme  and  the  matter 
of  the  examination  to  be  passed,  but  did  not 
insist  on  any  practical  training. 

In  February  1909,  the  Hospitals  of  Brussels 
opened  a  trainmg  school  at  Hdpital  St.   Jean. 
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Several  Royal  Orders  in  1908  and  1909  led  to  the 
Act  of  July  i2th,  1913,  reorganising  the  examina- 
tions for  the  Nurses'  diploma.  It  created  three 
diplomas : 

(i)  For  candidates  '  who  have  followed  the 
theoretical  and  practical  course  during  one  year  at 
least. 

(2)  For  hospital  nurses  possessing  the  first  dip- 
loma and  who  have  spent  two  years  in  a  hospital, 
including  six  months  in  the  medical  and  six 
months  in  the  surgical  wards ;  or  who  have  spent 
two  years  in  private  nursing. 

(3)  For  mental  nursing;  for  those  nurses  wlio 
have  spent  two  years  in  a  mental  hospital. 

The  defect  in  the  order  was  that  the  practical 
training  was  not  compulsory,  and  that  for  the 
second  diploma  the  training  was  not  supervised. 

In  1912  two  schools  were  opened: — L'Ecole 
libre  d'infirmieres  de  Mons  ;  and  L'Ecole  provin^iale 
professionelle  pour  infirmieres  de  Charleroi. 

The  Belgian  Red  Gross  has  organised  in  most 
of  the  large  centres  of  the  country  "  first-aid 
courses." 

Holders  of  this  diploma  were  often  attached  to 
dispensaries   at   exhibitions,   reviews,   processions. 

During  the  War. 

Directly  the  political  situation  of  Europe  gave 
rise  to  the  fear  of  a  catastrophe,  a  call  was  made 
to  all  those  who  were  willing  to  help,  in  case  of 
the  worst  happening. 

At  once,  after  the  declaration  of  war,  crowds  of 
nurses  and  first-aid  helpers  came  to  offer  their 
services  at  the  Red  Cross,  from  whence  they  were 
sent  at  once  to  the  different  hospitals  and  ambu- 
lances of  the  country. 

Then  came  the  invasion,  the  retreat  of  our 
army,  and  the  occupation  of  the  country. 

During  fifty-one  months  an  impregnable  barrier 
separated  those  who  fought  and  those  who  waited 
for  deliverance ;  but  on  both  sides  there  was  suffer- 
ing, and  the  nurses  devoted  themselves  heart  and 
soul. 

At  the  Front. — When  our  soldiers  fell  in  defend- 
ing the  last  inch  of  our  territory,  far  from  their 
own  people,  they  found  women  from  all  lands 
ready  to  dress  their  wounds  side  by  side  with  the 
Belgian  nurses. 

When  our  refugees,  worn  out  with  wandering, 
dying  from  privations,  begged  a  home  or  help, 
they  were  welcomed  and  cared  for. 

When  our  worst  cases  needed  to  be  cured  in 
the  mountain  air,  generous  women  procured  all 
that  was  possible  to  give  them  back  their  health. 
To  all  these  nurses,  allies  and  friends  who  came 
spontaneously  to  our  help,  either  in  the  ambu- 
lances at  the  front,  the  hospitals  in  the  rear,  the 
convalescent  homes  or  refugee  camps,  we  would 
like  to  express  our  deep  gratitude. 

They  have  taken  the  place  of  mothers,  wives  and 
sisters,  and  we  shall  never  forget  them. 

There  were  very  few  Belgian  nurses  at  the  front 
at  first ;  their  professional  formation  had  to  be 
organised. 


Those  who  were  fully  qualified  were  sent  directly 
to  the  military  hospitals. 

Those  who  had  no  training  went  to  the  King 
Albert's  Hospital  in  London,  where,  for  about  six 
months,  they  were  initiated  under  the  direction  of 
an  English  Matron  before  being  sent  as  required 
to  the  military  hospitals. 

Besides  wounded  soldiers  there  were  other 
victims  of  the  war  not  less  pitiable :  the  refugees, 
wounded  civilians,  and  the  typhoid  patients,  who 
came  to  die  in  hundreds  in  the  emergency 
hospitals. 

Here,  again,  the  nurses  excelled  themselves, 
organising,  without  realising  it,  the  Hospital 
Social  Service. 

They  provided  a  staff  for  maternity  cases, 
orphanages,  creches,  milk  distributions,  consulta- 
tions, nursed  in  houses  under  shell  fire,  seeking 
out  the  contagious  cases  in  bombarded  towns  and 
villages. 

They  distributed  clothes,  and  went  so  far  as  to 
found  an  association  of  lace-makers  to  provide 
work  for  their  convalescents,  which  helped  to  keep 
up  the  moral  standard.  Above  all  our  nurses,  we 
can  never  forget  how  our  Queen  worked  with  her 
own  hands  for  our  wounded. 

In  Occupied  Belgium.— The  Royal  Palace  of 
Brussels  was,  during  the  whole  war,  a  hospital 
for  the  mutilated  or  incurable  cases  sent  from  the 
German  hospitals. 

But  our  population  was  weakening  through 
privations,  consumption  making  terrible  ravages. 
It  was  necessary  to  organise  in  order  to  fight  the 

evil.  .  , 

The  National  League  against  Tuberculosis  and 
the  Child  Welfare  section  of  the  Relief  Commission 
called  the  nurses  to  serve  their  dispensaries,  milk 
kitchen,  consultations  for  weakened  children,  school 
canteens,  convalescent  homes,  school  colonies. 

Then  came  the  evacuation  of  the  people  of  the 
North  of  France.  In  October,  1918,  thousands  of 
civilians  were  brought  into  Belgium,  and  infectious 
influenza  broke  out  amongst  them.  The  Commis- 
sion of  Epidemics  created  temporary  hospitals 
worked  by  nurses  from  different  schools. 
(To  he  concluded.) 


THE    PASSING     BELL. 

We  greatly  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Miss  Mary 
Louisa  Damon,  for  many  years  Supermtendent  of  the 
Victoria  Nurses'  Institute.  Cape  Town.  Miss  pamon 
retired  from  active  work  in  1920,  haymg  gamed  wide- 
snread  respect  and  admiration  throughout  boutn 
Sri?a  fofher  indefatigable  work  for  the  welfare  and 
uplift  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 

The  last  two  years  were  passed  with  her  fnena. 
Miss  Williams,  at  Inglenook,  ^heir  pretty  house  m 
Durhamsville.  Cape  Colony.  -  .lere  she  passed  to  her 

Miss  Damon  was  a  member  of  the  South  African 
Trained  Nurses'  Association,  and  the  Guild  ol  bt. 
Barnabas  for  Nurses,  and  was  an  Hon.  Servmg  bister 
of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem 
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PROFESSOR  M.  A.  NUTTING,  R.N.,  MA. 

At  the  recent  Commencement  Exercises  of  the 
University  of  Yale,  Professor  William  Lyon 
Phelps  presented  Miss  Mary  Adelaide  Nutting, 
Professor  of  Nursing,  Department  of  Nursing  and 
Health,  Teacher's  College,  Columbia  University, 
New  York,  for  the  conferring  of  the  honorary 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  British  Nurses,  to 
whom,  through  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses,  Miss  Nutting  is  so  well  known,  will  rejoice 
with  their  American  colleagues  over  this  recog- 
nition of  one  whose  single  aim  has  been  to  uplift 
nursing  education,  to  secure  for  nursing  a  place 
in  the  University  curriculum,  and  to  demonstrate 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  profession  of 
which    she  is  so  honoured  and  beloved  a  leader. 

Professor  Phelps  described  our  distinguished 
colleague  in  the  following  words  : — 

"  Mary  Adelaide  Nutting.  Born  in  Quebec,  her 
original  impulse  was  toward  the  arts  and  she 
studied  painting  and  music  in  Canadian  and 
American  schools.  She  gave  up  that  career  to 
become  a  member  of  the  first  class  of  the  Johns 
Hopkins  Training  School  for  Nurses.  Later  she 
became  Superintendent,  and  initiated  most  of  the 
progressive  policies  that  made  that  pioneer  school 
pre-eminent.  She  was  the  first  nurse  to  receive  a 
chair  in  institutional  administration  in  Teachers 
College,  Columbia,  where  she  organised  a  large 
department,  training  hundreds  every  year.  Her 
zeal  and  knowledge  made  her  conspicuous  during 
the  war,  when  she  was  appointed  by  President 
Wilson  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Nursing 
in  the  Council  of  National  Defence.  She  was 
awarded  the  Liberty  Service  medal  of  the  National 
Institute  of  Social  Sciences.  She  is  joint-author 
of  an  authoritative  History  of  Nursing.  Her 
devotion,  courage,  faith,  skill,  and  magnificent 
perseverance  have  made  her  to-day  one  of  the 
most  useful  women  in  the  world." 

The  American  Journal  of  Nursing  says  : — 

"  No  more  fitting  praise  could  have  been 
bestowed  upon  the  woman  who,  through  a  life 
*  time  of  exalted,  self  abnegating  and  altruistic 
endeavour,  has  to  her  credit  so  much  of  solid 
achievement  in  developing  and  standardising 
nursing  education.  Year  by  year  the  lives  and 
the  service  of  nurses  have  been  enriched  by  Miss 
Nutting's  wise,  persistent  and  far-reaching  efiorts 
to  make  available  to  them  the  abundant  contri- 
butions science,  literature,  history  and  the  arts 
offer  to  nursing.  Year  by  year  the  courses  made 
available  by  the  Department  of  Nursing  and 
Health  at  Teachers  College  have  been  multiplied 
and  strengthened  to  meet  the  ever  increasing 
demands  upon  nurses.  Through  her  students. 
Miss  Nutting's  lofty  ideal  for  nurses — that  of 
devoted  and  satisfying  service  of  mind  as  well  as 
of  hand  and  of  heart,  based  on  sound  and  rigorous 
preparation — has  been  given  to  the  world.  Those 
who  are  proud  to  call  themselves  her  "  daughters," 
imbued  with  something  of  her  courage,  vision, 
and  idealism,  have  taken  their  places  in  the  fore- 
front of  the  battle  for  health  until,  wherever  nurses 
are,  the  influence  of  the  teaching  has  been  felt." 


THE  OCTOCENTENARY  OF  THE 
FOUNDATION* 

THE   BEADLES. 

By  Sir  D'Arcy  Power,  K.B.E. 
Often  in  the  Hospital  Square,  sometimes  in 
Cheapside,  more  rarely  in  Oxford  Street,  a  pleasant- 
looking  official  may  be  seen  in  a  wide-skirted  black 
coat  with  a  silver  badge  on  his  right  breast  bearing 
the  Hospital  arms  and  wearing  the  regulation  cap 
of  black  with  a  narrow  white  piping — the  Hospital 
colours.  He  is  one  of  the  Hospital  beadles,  and 
he  takes  us  straight  back  to  the  re-foundationjof 
the  Hospital,  and  to  the  days  of  Henry  VIII.  He 
is  as  much  a  part  of  the  Hospital  as  the  Clerk  or 
the  Surgeons  and  even  more  so,  because  he  is 
a  parish  officer  as  well  as  a  Hospital  servant,  and 
he  came  into  existence  when  the  parish  of  St. 
Bartholomew's-the-Less  was  established  in  1547. 
His  duties  both  as  a  Hospital  official  and  as  a 
parish  beadle  were  clearly  defined  from  the  very 
beginning.  His  charge  as  a  beadle  was  that — 
"  Your  office  and  charge  is  to  give  attendance 
from  time  to  time  upon  the  Governors  of  this 
House,  and  to  do  such  business  as  they  shall  assign 
to  you.  On  all  such  days  as  the  Governors  of 
this  House  shall  not  sit  in  this  Hospital  for  the 
affairs  of  the  same  ye  shall  separate  and  divide 
yourselves  into  the  sundry  parts  and  liberties 
thereof  every  man  taking  his  several  walk.  And 
if  in  any  of  your  walks  ye  shall  happen  to  espy 
any  person  infected  with  any  loathly  grief  or 
disease,  which  shall  fortune  to  lie  in  any  notable 
place  of  this  City  to  the  noyance  and  infection  of 
the  passers  by  and  slander  of  this  House,  ye  shall 
then  give  knowledge  thereof  to  the  Almoners  of 
this  Hospital  that  they  may  take  such  order 
therein  as  to  them  shall  be  thought  meet. 

"  Ye  shall  also  have  a  special  eye  and  regard 
unto  all  such  persons  as  have  been  cured  and 
healed  in  this  House  that  none  of  them  counterfeit 
any  grief  or  disease,  neither  beg  within  the  City 
and  liberties  thereof.  And  if  ye  shall  fortune  to 
find  any  so  doing,  ye  shall  immediately  commit 
him,  or  them,  to  some  cage  and  give  knowledge 
thereof  to  the  Governors  of  this  House,  that  they 
may  take  further  order  as  they  shall  think  best. 

"  Ye  shall  not  haunt  nor  frequent  the  company 
of  any  poor  and  beggarly  persons  (that  is  to  say) 
to  drink  or  eat  with  them  in  any  victualling  house 
or  other  place,  neither  shall  ye  receive  any  bribe 
or  reward  of  any  of  them,  lest  by  occasion  thereof 
you  should  winck  at  them,  and  so  lewdly  licence 
them  to  beg,  upon  pain  to  be  dismissed  this  House. 

"  Also  ye  shall  not  suffer  any  sturdy  or  idle 
beggar  or  vagabond  to  beg  or  ask  alms  within  this 
City  of  London  or  the  suburbs  of  the  same,  but 
ye  shall  forthwith  commit  all  such  to  ward  and 
immediately  signify  the  name  and  surname  of  him 
or  them  to  the  Alderman  of  that  ward  where  ye 
shall  apprehend  any  such  beggar  or  else  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  that  execution  may  be  done  as  the 
law  in  that  case  provideth.     This  is  your  charge." 

*Of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  Smithfield. 
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In  addition  to  this  charge  relating  to  the  main 
duties  of  the  beadles  there  exist  the  more  detailed 
orders  for  the  beadles,  which  are  of  equal  interest. 
They  are  : — 

"  First,  you  shall  every  day,  two  and  two 
together,  walk  through  your  wards  appointed  with 
your  staffs  in  your  hands  ;  and  all  such  vagrant 
and  idle  persons  as  you  shall  find  in  your  walks  or 
in  any  place  abroad,  you  shall  apprehend  and 
convey  to  the  Bridewell.  And  if  you  chance  to 
be  resisted  by  way  of  the  said  vagrants  and  evil 
persons  you  shall  call  for  aid  to  every  constable 
next  adjoining  to  assist  you.  And  if  he  refuse  to 
do  so,  to  take  his  name  and  go  to  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  deliver  unto  him  the  disobedience  of  the  said 
constable.  And  if  the  Lord  Mayor  do  not  pre- 
sently cause  such  constable  to  be  punished,  then 
at  the  next  Court  of  Aldermen  you  to  attend  and 
make  your  complaint,  whereby  the  law  may  be 
executed  accordingly. 

"  Item,  if  any  of  your  citizens  die  within  your 
walks  you  are  to  give  your  attendance  at  the  houses 
of  them  so  deceased  and  to  see  that  no  rogues  or 
idle  persons  resort  thither  to  trouble  the  street. 
And  if  anything  be  given  you  of  benevolence  for 
your  travail  to  take  it  thankfully  without  calling 
aught  of  duty.  And  if  you  be  not  of  yourselves 
able  to  clear  the  streets  of  such ;  then  you  shall 
call  to  your  aid  such  beadles  whose  walks  are  next 
adjoining  to  aid  and  assist  you  therein.  And  you 
shall  distribute  to  them  part  of  such  money  as 
shall  be  given  unto  you.  And  you  shall  not 
intrude  yourselves  to  none  other  burials  out  of 
your  wards  or  walks  but  unto  such  as  you  shall 
be  called  by  your  fellow  beadles. 

"  Item,  one  of  you  every  Sunday  with  the  rest 
of  the  beadles  of  the  other  houses  shall  give  your 
attendance  at  Paul's  Cross  at  the  sermon  time  ;  to 
visit  all  the  streets  and  lanes  adjoining  and  there 
to  apprehend  all  such  vagrant  and  idle  persons 
as  shall  be  there  found  by  you,  and  to  carry  them 
as  well  men  as  women  and  children  to  Bridewell ; 
whereby  there  may  be  order  taken  according  to 
the  law  prescribed. 

"  And  if  any  of  you  shall  be  found  negligent  in 
performing  these  orders  above  said  or  any  other 
orders  hereafter  made  and  devised,  upon  every 
fault  found  your  staffs  shall  be  taken  from  you  and 
to  be  secluded  for  evermore  for  serving  in  those 
rooms.  Whereof  assure  yourselves  without  any 
favour  or  otherwise  to  be  punished  according  to 
the  Governors'  discretion." 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  beadles  of  the 
Hospital  were  persons  of  importance  in  the  City, 
that  they  had  ample  authority  to  maintain  order, 
apprehend  rogues  and  compel  the  sick  who  were 
a  menace  to  public  health  to  come  to  the  Hospital 
for  treatment.  They  are  now  reduced  to  two, 
and  are  to  be  clearly  distinguished  from  the  "  box 
carriers  "  who  used  to  attend  the  surgeon  as  he 
went  his  rounds  in  the  wards,  one  being  attached 
to  each.  The  box  carrier  derived  his  name  from 
the  heavy  brass-bound  box  of  instruments  which 
he  carried  when  minor  operations  in  the  wards 
were  performed  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  without 


an  anaesthetic.  He  was  at  once  a  terror  to  the 
dresser  and  a  help  to  the  house-surgeon.  His 
heavy  step  slowly  ascending  the  stairs  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  was  a  warning  to  the  house- 
surgeon  of.  a  loud  knock  on  his  bedroom  door, 
followed  by,  "  A  case  in  the  Surgery,  Sir,  but  you 
needn't  'urry  for  it  ain't  hurgent,"  or  else,  "  I 
think  you'd  better  come  quick  for  'e  seems  pretty 
bad." — From  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Journal. 


THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

The  Voluntary  Hospitals  Commission  have  re- 
solved to  allocate  ;^225,ooo  (including  amounts 
already  voted)  to  London  hospitals,  and  ;^275,ooo 
to  provincial  and  Scottish  hospitals.  The  Commis- 
sion have  decided  that  unless  exceptional  circum- 
stances can  be  shown,  they  will  be  unable  to  con- 
sider any  claims  in  resf>ect  of  1921  deficits  which 
are  received  later  than  November  30. 


The  Hygienic  Committee  of  the  League  of 
Nations  has  decided  to  recommend,  in  principle, 
the  sending  of  a  Commission  to  the  Far  East  to 
obtain  information  on  the  frequent  outbreak  of 
epidemic  diseases,  particularly  those  presenting 
international  dangers. 


Mr.  A.  Daniel  Serena,  J. P.,  of  York  Terrace, 
Regent's  Park,  N.W,,  made,  amongst  many 
others,  the  following  interesting  bequests. 

Subject  to  legacies  to  his  two  sisters,  his  niece, 
godson,  and  cousin,  and  the  payment  of  all  duties, 
he  left  the  residue  (about  ;^r25o,ooo)  for  division 
equally  among  the  following  hospitals  : — 

London,  Charing  Cross,  King's  College,  Guy's, 
Middlesex,  University  College,  Royal  Free,  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's, St.  George's,  St.  Thomas's,  St.  Mary's, 
Great  Northern  Central,  Royal  Hospital  for  In- 
curables, Poplar  Hospital,  Hospital  for  Consump- 
tion and  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  Brompton  Cancer 
Hospital,  Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women,  Queen 
Charlotte's  Hospital,  Lock  Hospital  and  Rescue 
Home,  Harrow  Road,  and  Italian  Hospital, 
Queen's  Square. 

Also,  ;£j'io,ooo  free  of  legacy  duty  to  the  London 
Hospital,  and  as  a  memento  of  his  long  association 
with  Holloway  Prison  as  Visiting  Justice  he  left 
;^io  to  each  person  who,  at  his  death,  shall  be 
either  governor,  doctor,  matron,  warder,  or  clerk 
at  the  prison,  and  who  has  filled  any  of  these 
positions  during  his  period  as  a  visiting  justice. 


The  Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw,  treasurer,  on  present- 
ing the  auditor's  report  at  the  quarterly  court  of 
Governors  of  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford,  said 
that  the  main  increase  was  In  salaries  and  wages. 
That  was  the  first  time  they  had  felt  such  a  heavy 
Increase  of  the  work  of  the  nursing  staff,  and  they 
were  being  better  paid  now  In  order  to  attract  the 
kind  of  girl  required  for  the  work.  Before  the 
war,  nurses  could  be  recruited  fairly  easily,  but 
since  that  time  they  had  experienced  great  diffi- 
culty In  obtaining  them  because  they  found  new 
kind?  of  work  to  do  which  were  lighter  than  nurs- 
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ing  and  far  better  paid,  with  only  about  one-sixth 
of  the  training  to  go  through,  and  it  was  the 
natural  result  that  the  hospitals  should  have  fared 
badly.  It  was  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the 
community  exploited  the  nursing  services.  They 
were  there  to  fight  disease  for  the  public,  and  they 
had  to  allow  for  the  cost.  In  addition  to  fighting 
disease,  all  the  hospitals  were  fighting  insolvency, 
and  it  was  difficult  for  them  to  keep  going.  The 
Government  had  considered  the  increase  necesary 
by  introducing  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act, 
which  would  necessitate  every  nurse  being  State 
examined,  and  that  meant  they  would  have  to  be 
better  taught.  The  community  had  to  realise  what 
a  very  splendid  service  they  had  had  in  the  past 
for  nothing,  or  for  very  little,  and  what  a  splendid 
service  they  would  have  in  the  future;  but  they 
must  face  the  position  with  an  honourable  gene- 
rosity owing  to  the  altered  times,  and  he  was  sure 
they  would  be  only  too  willing  to  give  their  help. 
When  they  remembered  that  one-third  of  their 
total  expenditure  for  the  whole  year  was  to  go  in 
nursing,  they  would  realise  that  it  was  going  to 
people  whose  splendid  devotion  to  their  work  was 
beyond  all  words;  and,  in  these  changing  times, 
they  had  to  make  their  budget  meet  the  cost  of 
what  was  required. 

■  ■ 

THE  SCHICK  TEST. 

The  Ministry  of  Health,  in  a  Memorandum  on 
{a)  the  supply  and  administration  of  Diphtheria 
Antitoxin  and  {b)  on  the  use  of  the  Schick  Test  and 
Methods  of  active  immunisation  for  the  prevention 
of  Diphtheria  explain  that  the  Schick  Test  is  a 
clinical  test  by  means  of  which  the  Antitoxic 
immunity  of  individuals,  and  consequently  their 
susceptibility  or  otherwise  to  the  disease,  can  be 
judged  from  a  local  skin  reaction. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Schick  test  has  many  useful 
practical  applications  to  diphtheria  prevention,  and 
that  the  practice  of  active  immunisation  based  on 
the  results  of  the  test  may  in  many  instances  be 
usefully  followed  either  in  an  individual  household 
or  in  connection  with  definite  outbreaks  of  diph- 
theria. Here  attention  is  particularly  called  to  the 
utility  of  the  system  : — 

In  the  Case  of  Nurses  and  Others  Specially 
Exposed  to  Risk  of  Diphtheria  Infection, 

The  history  of  isolation  hospitals  shows  that 
nurses  and  members  of  hospital  staffs  who  are 
brought  into  frequent  and  close  relation  to  diph- 
theria cases  not  only  frequently  contract  infection, 
but  sometimes  suffer  from  a  severe  or  even  fatal 
attack  of  diphtheria.  This  has  been  notably  the 
case  with  younger  nurses  or  those  who  are  exposed 
to  diphtheria  infection  for  the  first  time.  If  all 
new  members  of  the  staff  of  an  isolation  hospital 
who  are  likely  to  be  exposed  to  diphtheria  infection 
are  tested  by  the  Schick  test  before  or  at  the  time 
of  admission,  and  those  who  give  positive  reactions 
are  forthwith  offered  active  immunisation,  the 
occurrence  of  diphtheria  amongst  the  staff  of  the 
hospital  should  be  materially  reduced. 


PRIZES  AND    CERTIFICATES    FOR 
NURSES. 

The  Mayoress  of  Leicester  (Mrs.  J.  W.  Heath)  who 
was  accompanied  by  the  Mayor,  presented  the  prizes 
and  certificates,  at  the  Annual  Distribution  of  Prizes 
to  Nurses  of  the  Training  School  at  the  North  Evington 
Infirmary.  Mr.  H.  C.  Tomlin,  M.B.E.,  Chairman  of 
the  Infirmary  Committee,  presided,  and,  in  addition 
to  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress,  was  supported  on  the 
platform  by  Mrs.  Warner  and  MLss  Leeson  (Guardians), 
Dr.  E.  C.  Hadley,  Medical  Superintendent,  and  Mr. 
H.  Mansfield  (Clerk  to  the  Board). 

The  Chairman  spoke  of  the  progress  made  in  recent 
years,  which  he  attributed  to  the  excellence  of  the 
work  of  the  Matron  (Miss  Masters)  and  the  Medical 
Superintendent,  supported  by  the  medical  and  nursing 
staffs. 

Dr.  Hadley  said  they  were  proud  of  their  Training " 
School  .at  North  Evington,  and  not  only  did  all  the 
nurses  obtain  their  proficiency  certificate  at  the  end 
of  four  years  but  many  of  them  won  the  certificates  of 
the  Central  Midwives'  Board,  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute,  as  health  visitors  and  school  nurses,  and 
also  for  massage.  Another  subject  now  being  taught 
was  hospital  economy. 

Dr.  Hadley  congratulated  the  nurses  on  their 
extreme  keenness  and  diUgence  during  the  year,  and 
said  most  of  the  credit  for  their  success  was  due  to  the 
Matron. 

They  were  already  carrying  out  at  the  infirmary 
the  whole  syllabus  of  teaching  laid  down  under  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act.  It  would  mean  a  greater 
distribution  of  the  work  than  hitherto,  and  he  was  afraid 
that  eventually  he  would  have  to  ask  the  Guardians 
to  appoint  a  tutor  assistant.  He  was  only  preparing 
them  for  that  when  he  said  they  had  to  realise  that  the 
Royal  Infirmary  and  similar  institutions  had  appointed 
assistants. 

Prize  and  Certificate  Winners. 

Prize  given  by  Mr.  H.  C.  TomUn  to  the  best  nurse 
completing  her  training  (4th  year). — Nurse  Elizabeth 
Ann  BeU. 

Training  certificates,  awarded  to  nurses  on  com- 
pletion of  their  four  years'  training,  and  who  have 
passed  the  necessary  qualifying  examination  and  have 
become  proficient  in  the  science  and  art  of  nursing. — 
Nurse  Lucy  Elks,  Nurse  Violet  Kathleen  Baldwin, 
Sister  Elizabeth  O'Hurley,  Nurse  Sarah  EUzabeth 
Evans,  Nurse  Elsie  Berdinner,  Nurse  Edna  Aldyth 
Morris,  Nurse  Maud  Annie  Bugg,  Nurse  Elizabeth 
Ann  BeU,  Nurse  Evelyn  Mary  Harris,  Nurse  Agnes 
Martha  Freeman. 

Central  Midwives'  Board  Examination. — Nurse  Lucy 
Elks,  Nurse  Violet  Kathleen  Baldwin,  Sister  Elizabeth 
O'Hurley,  Nurse  Elsie  Berdinner,  Nurse  Edna  Aldyth 
Morris,  Nurse  Maud  Annie  Bugg. 

Health  visitors'  and  school  nurses'  examination  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. — Sister  Amy  Dexter, 
Sister  Elizabeth  O'Hurley,  Nurse  Elsie  Berdinner, 
Nurse  Maud  Annie  Bugg,  Nurse  Agnes  Martha  Freeman. 

Prizes  given  by  the  Guardians  to  nurse  obtaining 
the  highest  number  of  ward  marks  of  any  nurse  in 
training  during  last  12  months  :  Nurse  Annie  Brock- 
bank.  Awarded  on  the  results  of  the  annual  examina- 
tions :  3rd  year,  Nurse  Bessie  Brown  Sanders  ;  i  (2nd 
year).  Nurse  Lilian  EUzabeth  Warner ;  2  (2nd  year). 
Nurse  Jessie  Maud  Bishop  ;  i  (ist  year).  Nurse  Wini- 
fred Freda  Grimes;  2  (ist  year).  Nurse  EUzabeth 
Woodard.  For  invalid  cookery :  i.  Nurse  Kathleen 
Gillen ;  2,  Bessie  Brown  Sanders.  For  massage : 
Nurse  Bessie  Brown  Sanders.     General  attention  to 
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studies  and  care  in  taking  lecture  notes.— Central 
Midwives'  Board  course  :  Nurse  Edith  King.  Third 
year's  course  of  lectures  :  Nurse  Jtdith  King.  Second 
year's  course  of  lectures  :  i,  Nurse  Elizabeth  Grim- 
shaw  ;  2,  Nurse  May  Currie  ;  3,  Nurse  Lilian  Elizabeth 
Warner.  First  year's  course  of  lectures :  i.  Nurse 
jMadeloine  Jane  Sandercock  ;  2,  Nurse  Elizabeth  Lucy 
Woodard  ;    3,  Nurse  Bertha  Cope. 


LITTLE  CUCKOO  FLOWER. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Groundslow  Sanatorium,  Staffordshire. — Miss  Edith 
Humphrey  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Bagthorpe  Infirmary,  Nottingham,  and 
has  been  Sister  at  the  General  Hospital,  Kettering, 
Ward,  Night  and  Housekeeping  Sister  at  the  Coventry 
and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  and  Home  and  Sister- 
Tutor  at  the  Bagthorpe  Infirmary.  As  a  member  of 
Queen  ALxeandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
Reserve  she  worked  at  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Netley, 
during  the  war.     She  is  a  certified  midwife. 

HOME  SISTER. 

Victoria  Hospital,  Blackpool. — ^Miss  Susan  Hall, 
A.R.R.C.,  has  been  appointed  Home  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Cumberland  Infirmary,  Carlisle,  at  the 
Monsall  Fever  Hospital,  Manchester,  at  the  City  of 
London  Maternity  Hospital,  and  in  housekeeping  at 
the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond  Street, 
W.C.  She  has  been  Sister  at  the  East  Suffolk  Hospital, 
Ipswich,  and  at  the  Plaistow  Hospital,  London,  and 
worked  abroad  in  connection  with  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  as  Theatre  Sister, 
and  Night  Sister.  She  has  been  Holiday  Housekeeping 
Sister  at  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond 
Street,  W.C. 

SISTER. 

Children's  Hospital,  Sheffield.— Miss  Elsie  Bloor  has 
been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  District 
Infirmary  and  Children's  Hospital,  Ashton-under-Lyne, 
and  at  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  Derby.  She 
has  been  Staff  Nurse  at  the  Penistone  Isolation 
Hospital. 

HEALTH   VISITOR. 

Berkshire  County  Council. — Miss  G.  M.  Lucas  has 
been  appointed  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse.  She 
was  trained  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London, 
and  the  City  Fever  Hospital,  Coventry,  and  is  a 
certified  midwife.  She  has  held  the  position  of  School 
Nurse,  District  Nurse,  and  Health  Visitor  at  Fernhurst, 
Sussex. 

Miss  O.  Webb  has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor  and 
School  Nurse  under  the  same  authority.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond 
Street,  W.C,  and  at  the  Garrett  Anderson  Hospital, 
Euston  Road,  W.C,  and  is  a  Certified  Midwife.  She 
has  had  experience  as  Health  Visitor,  District  Nurse, 
and  School  Nurse. 


PRESENTATION. 

Miss  Dunster,  who  recently  resigned  the  position 
of  District  Nurse  at  Leckhampton  after  twelve  years' 
service,  has  been  presented  with  an  illuminated  address 
and  gold  wristlet  watch  as  a  token  of  appreciation  of 
her  valued  service  and  kindness.  Miss  Dunster  was 
also  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  leather  suit  case 
'from  the  Chairman  of  the  Association  and  Mrs. 
Morison,  and  of  a  silver-mounted  purse  from  the  Girl 
'Guides,  in  whom  she  had  taken  a  great  interest. 


Sentence  of  six  months'  hard  labour  was  passed 
at  North  London,  on  August  19th,  as  reported  in 
the  press,  on  George  Smith,  29,  hawker,  of  Bow 
Road,  for  assaulting  a  five-year-old  girl  on  Mill 
Fields,  Clapton.  It  was  stated  that  when  the 
mother  of  the  child  spoke  to  Smith  he  ran  away. 
Prisoner  pleaded  that  he  was  sitting  quietly  on 
a  seat  when  several  children  climbed  on  to  him 
and  he  caught  hold  of  the  little  girl  to  prevent 
her  falling.  The  magistrate  remarked  that  the 
evidence  was  clear,  and  only  smart  sentences 
would  stop  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  men  like 
prisoner. 


Appearing  in  the  dock  at  Manchester  re- 
cently, with  both  eyes  blackened,  his  face 
cut  and  scratched,  and  minus  a  piece  from  one 
of  his  ears,  Arthur  Towler,  41,  of  Birch  Street, 
Ardwick,  was  sentenced  to  three  months'  hard 
labour  for  improperly  assaulting  a  four-year-old 
girl- 
Consequent  on  Towler's  behaviour  towards  the 
child  hundreds  of  infuriated  men  and  women,  it 
was  stated,  gathered  in  the  vicinity  of  his  house. 
Towler  would  have  been  more  severely  handled 
had  the  police  not  been  apprised  by  telephone 
what  was  occurring,  and  a  number  of  plain-clothes 
officers  were  rushed  to  the  scene.  On  arrival  there 
the  police  had  to  force  their  way  through  the 
angry  crowd,  so  fiercely  did  the  people  at  first 
resent  any  attempt  to  "  rescue  "  the  man. 


Week  by  week  there  are  recorded  in  the  press 
cases  of  the  violation  of  little  children — ^well  nigh 
babies — ^by  blackguards  who,  when  brought  to 
justice,  should  receive  exemplary  sentences  ;  for, 
for  one  case  brought  into  court  there  is  little  doubt 
many  occur  which  are  never  heard  of.  Can  we 
wonder  when,  as  recently,  a  porter  of  West  Ham 
was  convicted  of  improperly  assaulting  a  little  girl 
of  eight,  and  was  sentenced  to  two  months' 
imprisonment !  Legislation  is  urgently  needed 
for  the  protection  of  child-life,  enabling  magistrates 
to  deal  much  more  drastically  than  at  present 
with  ruf&ans  convicted  of  crimes  of  this  nature, 
and  meanwhile  sentences  of  the  utmost  severity 
permitted  should  be  imposed. 


The  following  case,  though  not  referring  to  a 
little  child,  is  particularly  scandalous  : — 

Father  of  five  young  children,  Richard  Bates 
was  charged  at  Crewe  with  assaulting  Sarah 
Clarke,  laundry-maid  at  Baguley  Sanatorium,  near 
Manchester.  Superintendent  Owen  stated  that  at 
midnight  complainant  arrived  at  Crewe  on  a 
holiday.  As  she  was  going  along  Mill  Street 
defendant  rushed  out  from  an  entry,  jumped  on 
her  back,  threw  her  down,  and  dragged  her  hat 
over  her  eyes.  She  screamed,  whereupon  he  seized 
her  by  the  throat  and  almost  strangled  her.      Her 
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cries  attracted  the  attention  of  a  number  of  women 
residents  who  left  their  beds  and  went  to  the 
girl's  assistance.  Accused  then  ran  away,  but 
was  arrested  shortly  afterwards,  his  clothes  being 
covered  with  street  dust.  He  was  also  bleeding 
from  a  cut  on  the  cheek.  Defendant  accounted  for 
the  dust  on  his  clothes  by  playing  on  the  sands  at 
Rhyl  with  his  children.  The  Chairman  remarked 
that  it  was  only  in  consideration  for  his  young 
children  that  Bates  was  not  sent  to  prison  without 
the  option  of  a  fine.  He  was  fined  ^^lo  and  costs. 
A  more  feeble  reason  for  not  sending  a  man 
to  jail  was,  we  should  think,  never  given  by  a 
magistrate.  Of  what  use  is  such  a  father  likely 
to  be  to  young  children  ?  To  associate  with  him 
must  mean  danger  of  moral  contamination. 


BOOK    OF    THE    WEEK. 


The  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Act,  1922,  is 
now  in  print,  and  can  be  purchased  through  any 
bookseller,  price  2d.,  or  direct  from  H.M.  Stationery 
Office,  Imperial  House,  Kingsway,  W.C.2. 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


Thursday,  September  12  th,  is  the  date  arranged 
for  conferring  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  by 
the  University  of  Aberdeen  upon  the  Queen,  in 
the  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen.  Similar  degrees 
have  already  been  conferred  by  two  Scottish 
Universities  upon  Her  Majesty — ^by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Glasgow  in  1907,  and  of  Edinburgh 
in  1920.  It  was  not  until  last  year  that  an 
English  University,  that  of  Oxford,  conferred 
a  degree  (that  of  Doctor  of^Civil  Law)  upon  Her 
Majesty. 

r  When  the  competitors  in  the  International 
Chess  Congress  assembled  at  the  Central  Hall, 
Westminster,  for  the  distribution  of  the  prizes 
won  in  the  Tournament  of  the  International  Chess 
Congress,  Major  R.  W.  Bamett,  M.P.,  Chairman 
•  of  the  Executive  ^Committee,  said — in  the  course 
of  his  reply  to  a  vote  of  thanks,  proposed  by  Senor 
Capablanca  on  his  (own  behalf  and  that  of  the 
other  Masters — that  the  Congress  had  shown  that 
chess  could  be  popularised.  It  was  the  first  time 
there  had  ever  been  a  "  gate  "  for  chess  in  London. 


With  all  honour  Viscount  NorthclifEe  was  laid  to 
rest  on  Thursday,  in  last  week,  and  the  hold  he 
had  on  the  minds  and  afiections  of  the  public  was 
evidenced  not  only  by  the  great  congregation 
which  filled  the  Abbey  at  the  beautiful  service 
preceding  the  .f  burial  at  Finchley,  but  by 
the  seven  miles  of  spectators,  who  lined  the  route 
to  the  cemetery,  and  by  the  reverent  crowds  who 
visited  the  grave  on  Sunday. 


The  passing  of  Dame  Genevieve  Ward,  full  of 
years,  wisdom,  and  honour,  removes  from  our 
midst  a  figure  of  dignity,  pathos  and  charm,  and 
from  the  theatrical  world  one  of  our  greatest 
"dramatic  artistes. 


SPINSTER    OF  THE   PARISH.* 

"  It  had  been  an  odd  impulse  that  made  little 
Mildred  Parker  seek  counsel  and  advice,  or  at  least 
sympathy,  from  Miss  Verinder  in  the  first  great 
crisis  of  her  young  life.  The  imperious  necessity 
of  opening  her  heart  to  someone  had,  of  course, 
lain  behind  the  impulse,  but  now,  sitting  in  the 
drawing-room  of  Miss  Verinder's  flat,  listening  to 
Miss  Verinder's  pleasant  emotionless  voice, watching 
Miss  Verinder  with  methodic  care  put  away  small 
odds  and  ends  in  an  antique  bureau,  she  felt  the 
huge  incongruity  of  speaking  of  love  to  an  old 
maid  of  fifty." 

And  yet  Mildred's  instinct  was  right.  She  took 
her  love  story  to  very  sympathetic  ears.  Volubly 
she  began  to  narrate  her  romance,  but  floundered 
badly,  and  after  several  attempts,  in  which  she 
described  how  she  had  fallen  deeply,  and  perhaps 
foolishly,  in  love  with  a  young  man,  how  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Parker  had  made  a  monstrous  absurd  fuss 
about  it,  and  how,  because  of  it,  the  once  comfort- 
able house  in  Ennismore  Gardens  was  swept  with 
tempest,  wrath  and  pain,  she  floundered  suddenly 
into  silence. 

"  Emmeline," — and  she  changed  her  position  on 
the  sofa — "  I  think  I'd  better  start  at  the  very 
beginning." 

"  That  is  always  a  good  place  to  start  at,"  said 
Miss  Verinder,  smiling  S3mipathetically." 

So  Mildred  "  started  "  and  told  Miss  Verinder 
all  she  felt  of  the  "  torturing  bliss  and  exquisite 
pain  that  honest,  straightforward  young  girls  suffer 
when  this  most  potent  of  fevers  catches  them 
without  warning,  like  a  thunder  clap."  How  she 
and  her  lover  had  been  forbidden  to  meet.  "  But 
we  do  meet,  of  course,"  and  how,  most  unkindest 
cut  of  all,  her  parents'  real  objection  to  him  was  not 
so  much  that  he  was  an  actor,  as  that  he  was  a 
bad  actor. 

"  My  own  inclination,"  said  Mildred,  "is  to 
chuck  over  everything  and  do  something  desperate  ; 
you  know,  just  to  run  off  with  him." 

"  And  marry  him  without  your  parents'  con- 
sent ?  " 

"  Or  not  marry  him,"  said  Mildred,  darkly, 
pulling  at  her  gloves. 

"  Mildred  !  "  said  Miss  Verinder,  with  a  little 
cry.     "  What  do  you  mean  ?  " 

"  Well,  what  I  mean,"  said  Mildred,  "  is  that 
I  don't  see  why  they  should  not  stew  in  their  own 
gravy — at  least  for  a  bit.  Don't  you  see  ?  When 
they  find  that  I'm  gone  in  that  way,  if  they're 
really  genuine  in  their  feelings,  it  wiU  be  the 
regular  Mid- Victorian  business.  The  lost  child — 
our  daughter  gone  to  perdition.  Get  her  married 
now  to  the  scoundrel  that  has  lured  her  way. 
Make  her  an  honest  woman  at  any  price,  and," 
said  Mildred,  with  a  little  ripple  of  innocent 
laughter,  "I'll  jolly  well  make  them  pay  the  price. 
You  know,  no  more  than  is  right — the  usual.     I 

*  By  W.  B.  Maxwell.  Thornton  Butterworth, 
Ltd.,  15,  Bedford  Street,  London,  W.C.2. 
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don't  mean  blackmailing  them  or  anything  like 
that." 

"  Mildred,"  said  Miss  Verinder  with  an  unex- 
pectedly firm  tone  of  voice,  "  you  and  I  must  talk 
very  seriously.     And  you  must  listen  to  me,  dear. 

and  not  be  impatient  if  what  I  urge Ah,  yes." 

Here  the  advent  of  tea  made  an  interruption,  and 
"  in  spite  of  her  emotion,  or  because  of  it,  Mildred 
was  hungry,  and  she  ate  freely  of  the  thin  bread 
and  butter  and  the  sugar-covered  cake,  till  gradu- 
ally these  dainties  seemed  to  turn  to  dust  and 
ashes  in  her  mouth  while  she  listened  to  Miss 
Verinder's  advice. 

"  Mildred  must  not  be  silly  ;  Mildred  must  be 
a  sensible  girl ;  Mildred  must  summon  patience  to 
her  aid,  consider  other  people's  feelings  as  well  as 
her  own,  allow  time  to  work  on  her  behalf." 

Miss  Verinder  would  help  to  the  best  of  her 
ability,  she  would  take  the  first  chance  of  a  chat 
with  Mrs.  Parker.  But  really  and  truly  it  was  all 
nonsense  to  speak  of  kicking  over  the  traces, 
outraging  propriety  or  convention,  or  that  sort  of 
thing.  Mildred  must  wait.  At  any  rate,  one  must 
not  give  way  to  one's  passions." 

"  Then  Mildred  blurted  out,  clothing  her  thought 
in  very  plain  words,  '  But,  dear  Miss  Verinder, 
perhaps  you  don't  know  what  the  passions  are.'  " 

"  Why  should  you  assume  that  ?  "  said  Miss 
Verinder  gently. 

Then  Miss  Verinder  gently,  but  firmly,  summed 
up.  "  Mildred  must  promise  not  to  act  rashly. 
In  time — the  young  man  proving  patient  and 
worthy — her  parents  may  agree  to  an  engagement. 
But  this  suggestion  of  unsanctified  bolt,  an  irregu- 
lar union,  entered  into  for  whatever  aim  or  pur- 
pose— oh,  no  never." 

"  Believe  me,  Mildred  dear,  it  is  only  the  very 
strongest  characters  that  can  brave  public  opinion 
— and  you  must  remember  that  public  opinion  is 
represented  by  your  father  and  mother.  Yes,  I 
am  sure — to  go  right  through  with  anything  of 
that  kind  immense  self-control,  almost  an  iron 
nerve  is  required.  That  is,  if  it  is  to  be  done 
successfully  .... 

"  And  you  have  to  think  of  your  Alwyn  and 
the  effect  it  might  produce  on  him.  .  .  .  Perhaps 
it  is  only  the  very  finest  natures  that  can — accept — 
ah — this  particular  kind  of  surrender  or  self- 
sacrifice  from  a  woman  and  still  hold  her  quite 
as  high  in  their  minds  as  they  did  before — ah — 
the  surrender  occurred." 

Miss  Verinder  was  right.  Mildred's  "  affair  " — 
very  genuine  in  its  way' — was  of  quite  ordinary 
quality.  The  book  is  not  concerned  greatly  with 
her  story  but  with  that  of  Miss  Verinder  herself, 
who  a  quarter  of  a  century  previously  had  fallen 
in  love,  with  a  love  so  intense  that  it  burned  at 
white  heat  all  through  the  years,  and  held  the 
affection  of  the  man  she  loved.  Anthony  Dyke — 
explorer — had  been  cruelly  used  by  fate.  He 
married  young,  only  to  find  immediately  that 
his  wife  was  insane.  He  endeavoured  vainly  to 
get  the  marriage  annulled,  and  for  twenty-seven 
yeaxs  the  insane  wife  barred  the  way  to  any  legal 
tie  between  Dyke  and  Emmeline  Verinder. 


At  last  release  came  to  the  wife,  and  Dyke  and 
Miss  Verinder  were  free  to  marry. 

"  On  that  first  Sunday  of  their  banns  they  sat 
in  the  church  side  by  side. 

"  '  I  publish  the  banns  of  marriage  between  ' 

The  clergyman  paused  as  if  startled. 

"  Anthony  Dyke  was  standing  up.  Emmie 
gently  pulled  his  coat,  and  whispered,  '  Sit  down, 
dear.' 

The  banns,"  he  said,  in  a  gruff  whisper,  and 
because  of  his  deafness  louder  than  was  necessary, 
'  Get  up  yourself.' 

No,  dear,'  she  whispered,  in  a  flutter,  '  It's 
not  done.' 

"  But  he  was  offering  her  his  hand  as  if  to  assist 
her.  Again  inviting  her  to  rise.  It  was  the  old 
country  custom  still  prevalent  in  the  West  of 
England  when  he  was  a  boy.  .  .  .  Dyke  in  the 
Antarctic  and  other  remote  places,  had  not  learnt 
that  the  practice  was  no  longer  usual  and  proper. 

"  Then  Miss  Verinder,  comprehending  the  cause 
of  his  solecism  rose  at  once  ;  doing  what  she  had 
always  done  for  his  sake,  smashing  through  the 
barriers  of  convention,  trampling  etiquette  under 
foot,  caring  not  twopence-halfpenny  what  anyone 
else  thought  about  it.  She  stood  by  his  side 
proudly,  yet  demurely,  as  ready  to  brave  the 
world,  to  defy  the  universe,  as  she  had  been 
twenty-seven  years  ago. 

"  The  clergyman,  after  clearing  his  throat,  had 
gone  ahead  with  the  little  list : 

"  .  .  .  '  Also  between  Anthony  Penfold  Dyke, 
widower,  of  the  parish  of  Endells  in  Devonshire, 
.  .  .  and  Emmeline  Constance  Verinder,  spinster, 
of  this  parish.'  "  P.  G.  Y. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

KERNELS     FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

NoTA  Bene. 
Miss  E.  M.  Robinson  writes  :  Miss  MacCallum 
is,  of  course,  right  in  saying  that  nurses  other 
than  nurses  in  mental  hospitals  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  conferring  with  their  employers 
through  their  organizations  in  regard  to  their 
conditions  of  work.  All  the  same  I  think  the 
Managers  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  are 
right.  The  constant  change  of  nurses  is  not  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  patients,  who  should  be 
our  first  consideration. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

September  2nd. — How  would  you  deal  with  a 
case  of  suspended  animation  after  submersion  in 
water  ? 

September  gth. — Detail  the  nursing  of  a  patient 
suffering  from  failing  heart,  with  general  CBdema. 
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AN    HISTORICAL    OUTLINE. 

FROM    SUSPICION    TO   CO-OPERATION. 

Great  pressure  on.  our  space  has  prevented  us 
so  far  from  alluding  to  the  extremely  interesting 
and  extremely  valuable  address  on  "  The  Early 
History  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and  the 
Organisation  of  Midwifery  in  England  and  Wales," 
given  by  Sir  George  Fordham,  who  was  for  nine 
years  a  member  of  that  Board,  to  the  Cambridge- 
shire Nursing  Association  at  their  annual  meeting 
held  in  the  County  Hall,  Cambridge. 

Sir  George  said  in  part : — 

A  Departmental  Committee,  before  which  I  gave 
evidence,  sat  in  1909,  and,  in  its  report,  made 
a  number  of  minor  suggestions,  mainly  arising 
through  the  experience  gained  in  the  working  of 
the  Act.  An  amending  Act  was  not,  however, 
passed  until  nine  years  later,  in  191 8. 

I  am  not  dealing  to-day,  however,  with  modem 
developments  so  much  as  with  the  early  history 
and  work  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
England  and  Wales,  on  which  body  I  represented 
the  County  Councils'  Association  for  about  nine 
years — from  the  end  of  the  year  1904  to  the  spring 
of  191 4 — and  of  which  I  was  Honorary  Treasurer. 

Of  the  twenty  years'  work  of  the  Board  it  may 
be  said  that  its  duty  during  the  first  half  of  that 
period  was  largely  constructive.  In  the  past  ten 
or  twelve  years  the  constructive  work  has  prac- 
tically disappeared,  leaving  the  Board  free  for  the 
discharge  of  its  important  administrative  and 
routine  duties,  very  sufficient  in  magnitude  and 
burden  to  occupy  its  attention. 

The  Board  was  first  set  up  to  consist  of  nine 
members  only — four  being  medical  practitioners 
appointed  by  various  medical  institutions ;  two 
(of  whom  one  was  to  be  a  woman)  appointed  by 
the  Privy  Council,  and  the  other  three  appointed 
respectively  by  the  County  Councils'  Association, 
the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses, 
and  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association.  It 
has  since  been  enlarged  (from  April  ist,  1921)  to 
14  members,  but  during  my  long  term  of  office 
.  in  the  early  stage  of  its  existence  I,  as  represen- 
tative of  the  County  Councils'  Association,  found 
myself  on  the  Board  as  the  only  layman  and  the 
only  representative  of  local  government  adminis- 
tration in  England  and  Wales,  and  thus  in  a 
position  both  interesting  and  onerous.  It  was 
necessary  to  hold  very  frequent  meetings,  both 
of  the  Board  and  of  committees,  and  this  will  be 
understood  when  I  proceed,  as  I  now  propose  to 
do  shortly,  to  enumerate  the  various  phases  of 
the  constructive  and  administrative  responsibilities 
imposed  on  the  Board  by  its  statutory  constitution. 

The  Midwives  Roll. 
The  first  great  work  was  the  setting  up  of  the 
Roll  of  Certified   Midwives.     The   foundation   of 
the  RoU — now  rapidly  and  happily  disappearing — 


was  the  large  body  of  women  who  were  able  to 
satisfy  the  Board  that  at  the  passing  of  the  Act 
they  had  been  for  at  least  one  year  in  bona  fide 
practice  as  midwives,  and  that  they  bore  good 
characters.  Certain  certificates  from  institutions 
also  justified  inclusion  in  the  Roll.  Claims  had  to 
be  made  within  two  years  from  the  coming  into 
operation  of  the  Act  (April  ist,  1903).  The  Roll, 
as  thus  constituted,  was  closed  in  1905,  and,  as 
reported  to  the  Board  on  May  19th  of  that 
year,  the  Roll  then  contained  22,300  names,  of 
which  12,521  were  those  of  bona  fide  midwives  ; 
7,458  were  admitted  on  the  certificate  of  the 
Obstetrical  Society  of  London,  and  the  remaining 
2,321  had  obtained  diplomas  from  a  number  of 
other  institutions,  nineteen  in  all,  which  had  been 
admitted  to  this  privilege. 

Training  and  Examination. 

Concurrently  with  the  setting  up  of  the  Roll 
itself,  a  matter  of  immense  labour  and  routine 
for  the  officers  of  the  Board,  but  which  did  not 
involve  the  Board  itself  in  much  which  required 
their  formal  decisions,  the  question  of  the  training 
of  the  new  midwives  and  their  examination  was 
one  involving,  in  all  its  early  stages,  much  con- 
structive labour  and  professional  knowledge. 

The  Board,  by  its  rules,  laid  down  the  method 
and  time  of  teaching,  and  by  resolutions  accepted, 
or  refused,  the  applications  of  training  homes 
and  hospitals,  as  recognised  schools,  and  individuals 
as  qualified  teachers,  and  for  the  purpose  of  certi- 
ficates of  teaching,  without  which  admission  to 
the  Board's  examinations  were  refused. 

A  large  panel  of  examiners  was  set  up,  from  which 
the  special  examiners  for  each  examination  were 
selected — the  papers  set  being  subject  to  general 
co-ordination,  so  as  to  maintain,  as  far  as  possible, 
a  settled  standard  of  knowledge  in  the  women 
admitted  to  the  Roll. 

The  first  examination  was  held  on  June  27th, 
1905,  and  the  second  on  October  24th  of  the  same 
year,  and  it  was  at  that  time  appointed  that  four 
examinations  should  be  held  annually,  in  January, 
April,  July  and  October,  a  practice  which  still 
continues. 

In  the  first  set  of  rules  the  minimum  period  for 
training  was  three  months  only,  and,  no  doubt,  the 
papers  and  standard  of  examination  were  framed 
on  this  very  limited  basis ;  but  I  had  no  special 
acquaintance  at  any  time  with  either  training  or 
examination — and,  indeed,  never  during  my  mem- 
bership of  the  Board  did  I  actually  even  attend 
in  the  Examination  Hall  to  watch  the  proceedings. 

As  regards  the  medical  and  sanitary  side  of  the 
large  questions  and  the  many  minute  issues  in- 
volved, although  I  assisted  at  their  discussion,  and 
possibly  usefully  in  some  respects,  particularly  as 
regards  drafting,  I  cannot  pretend  to  deal  here  to- 
day with  the  history  of  the  development  of  this' 
code.     It  is  familiar  to  most  of  my  audience. 
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As  to  one  section  of  the  Rules,  my  own  pro- 
fessional training  enabled  me  to  render  special 
and,  I  hope,  useful  service.  I  refer  to  the  Rules 
governing  the  penal  procedure  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  Board.  This  important  section  of  the  Rules 
presented  many  difficulties.  The  jurisdiction  the 
Board  possesses  is,  I  think,  unique.  It  is  analogous 
to  that  possessed  by  the  General  Medical  Council, 
but  is  much  more  rigid,  in  a  sense,  as  it  is  founded 
on  the  observance  of  a  severe  code  of  minutely 
detailed  regulations,  whereas  the  General  Medical 
Council  is,  if  I  understand  the  matter  aright, 
pretty  much  a  law  unto  itself  in  defining  what  and 
what  are  not  infractions,  not  so  much  of  Rules 
binding  practitioners  to  special  knowledge  and 
special  forms  of  treatment  of  disease,  as  of  what  is 
known    as     "  unprofessional   conduct." 

My  interest  in  this  matter  even  to-day  arises 
from  the  fact  that,  if  my  recollection  serves  me, 
the  Rules  in  this  respect  were  drafted  by  me — sub- 
stantially as  they  are  now  applied.  They  were 
framed  on  the  method,  generally,  of  the  General 
Medical  Council,  so  far  as  it  was  applicable,  and 
I  had  the  advantage  of  discussing  and  settling 
them  here  in  Cambridge  with  Sir  Donald  Macalister, 
then,  as  now,  President  of  the  General  Medical 
Council. 

In  the  result  they  obtained  an  easy  passage 
through  the  Board  and  the  Privy  Council  Office, 
the  latter  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  President  of 
the  General  Medical  Council,  and  have,  I  believe, 
solved  most  of  the  solvable  difficulties  of  the 
situation. 

The  penal  sittings  of  the  Board  in  the  early 
days,  were  not,  however,  without  those  difficulties 
which  are  incident  to  the  discharge  of  judicial 
duties  by  persons  untrained  in  such  matters. 

This  is  a  sketch,  and  a  brief  one.  The  very  full 
minutes  of  the  Board  which  have  been  printed, 
indexed  and  bound  in  volumes  would  have  enabled 
me  to  elaborate  much  more  fully  than  I  have  done 
the  history  of  their  early  proceedings  in  the  building 
up  of  this  important  instrument  of  progress  in 
public  health — the  profession  of  midwifery  and 
the  care  of  both  mother  and  child. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  Board's  penal  practice 
cases  came  before  that  tribunal  which  opened  wide 
the  eyes  even  of  the  layman  to  the  far-reaching 
and  destructive  evils  which  lay  at  the  root  of 
neglected  maternity.  And  so  much  of  this  evil  is 
preventible — and  even  easily  preventible  !  One 
has  only  to  think  of  puerperal  fever  and  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  to  realise  what  preventive 
treatment  properly  and  systematically  applied  can 
do  to  abate  long-drawn-out  human  suffering. 
And  the  root  of  so  much  life-disease  is  in  the  birth- 
period  and  the  early  childhood  ! 

Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  has  been  and  is,  so 
important  in  modern  preventive  medicine — I  speak, 
of  course,  as  a  layman  and  as  an  ex-administrator, 
and  thus  with  a  certain  diffidence — as  the  work 
of  the  past  twenty  years  which  has  been  done  by 
that  laborious  and  little-known  (I  had  almost  said 
obscure)  body,  the  Central  Mid  wives  Board. 
Nothing  in  detail — and  in  devotion  and  sacrifice — 


is  to-day  more  important  to  the  general  welfare  of 
our  population  than  the  work  of  the  nurse- 
midwife. 


A   BETTER   MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
REQUIRED. 

Dr.  Aleck  W.  Bourne,  B.Ch.,  F.R.C.S.,  addressing 
the  recent  Congress  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
on  "  The  Effects  of  an  Inefficient  Midwifery 
Service  on  the  Health  of  the  Female  Population," 
pleaded  for  improved  teaching  of  the  medical 
student  and  midwife.     He  concluded  : — 

"  In  the  case  of  the  midwife  we  are  trying  to  give 
a  highly  specialised  scientific  instruction,  involving 
strange  technical  terms,  to  a  woman,  frequently 
illiterate,  who  has  had  no  previous  education  in 
the  scientific  method,  in  a  period  of  six  months. 
In  this  brief  time  a  woman  with  a  short  and  incom- 
plete general  education,  who  has  never  developed 
the  habit  of  learning,  is  suddenly  expected  to  learn 
anatomy,  physiology,  the  mechanics  and  clinical 
aspects  of  pregnancy  and  labour  and  treatment  of 
abnormalities.  The  result  is  that  she  gains  no 
understanding  but  a  superficial  parrot-like  and 
unreasoning  knowledge. 

"  The  remedy  is  to  insist  on  a  far  better  type  of 
woman,  a  much  higher  standard  of  general  educa- 
tion, and  a  higher  intelligence  than  the  low  level 
attained  by  many  who  now  aspire  to  be  midwives. 

"  The  teaching  of  the  London  schools  for  mid- 
wives,  I  believe,  to  be  good,  but  some  of  the  lesser 
known,  smaller  provincial  schools  must  be  sadly 
deficient,  judging  from  the  standard  reached  at  the 
examinations  of  the  C.M.B." 


NO    PRESENTATION. 

The  following  was  told  by  a  private  hospital 
inspectress  in  West  Australia  where  they  have 
a  baby  bonus  of  ;^5  to  all  mothers,  to  secure  which 
a  form  has  to  be  filled  in  by  the  midwife. 

There  are  several  questions,  including  the 
following  :  "  Duration  of  labour,"  "  Presentation, 
&c." 

Against  the  latter  question  one  Sarah  Gamp, 
who  was  registered,  who  had  had  two  births, 
wrote  against : — 

ist  for  presentation  none. 

2nd  for  presentation,  turkey  and  two  chickens. 
— From  Miss  Bothwell's  Diary,  South  African 
Nursing  Record. 


READY  AT  THE  CALL  OF  DUTY. 

The  mothers  of  the  Ray  Lodge  Infant  Welfare 
Centre,  Woodford,  have  presented  to  Nurse  Harvey 
a  cut-glass  rose  bowl,  an  umbrella,  and  an  overmantel 
art  pot  to  show  their  appreciation  of  the  indefatigable 
way  in  which  she  has  worked  amongst  them.  At  all 
hours  and  times  she  has  been  ever  ready  to  answer 
the  call  of  duty,  and  when  she  was  in  attendance 
on  a  case  those  concerned  knew  well  that  everything 
possible  would  be  done  for  the  welfare  of  the  patient. 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE    JOY    OF     LIFE. 

The  coming-  of  September  warns  us  to  make 
the  most  of  the  g-olden  days  which  it  so  often 
bring-s  in  its  train,  for  soon  the  touch  of  frost 
in  the  air  will  warn  us  of  the  approach  of 
winter.  We  are  wise  if  we  gfather  to  ourselves 
in  these  summer  months  mental  pictures  w"hich 
we  can  carry  with  us  throug-h  the  years,  which 
we  can  bring-  out  of  our  storehouse  for  our 
refreshment  and  pleasure  when  onoe  again  the 
life  of  cities  has  absorbed  us. 

And,  indeed,  such  pictures  are  not  far  to  seek. 
Whichever  way  duty  or  pleasure  leads  us  in 
this  **  precious  isle  set  in  a  silver  sea,"  whether 
it  takes  us  north,  south,  east  or  west,  it  leads 
into  scenes  of  loveliness,  each  with  its  own 
special  characteristics  and  charm  which,  to  the 
lover  of  nature,  provide  rare  enjoyment  both 
at  the  time  and  in  retrospect.  And  if  Eng-land 
§nd  Wales  are  beautiful,  so  are  the  islands 
which  encompass  them.  The  Isle  of  Man,  so 
full  of  lovely  spots  that  it  seems  invidious  to 
mention  any  one  of  them;  but  cross  the  island 
to  Port  Erin,  and  see  how  glorious  the  combina- 
tion of  sea  and  sky  and  heather-clad  hills  can  be. 
The  Channel  Islands,  and  especially  Sark,  are 
dreams  of  loveliness.  Store  your  memory  with 
the  exquisite  colouring-  of  this  favoured  isle, 
the  beauty  of  its  flowers,  the  wonders  of  its 
caves,  they  will  come  back  to  you  again,  as 
a  refreshing-  memory  at  some  unexpected 
moment.  The  Isle  of  Wight — the  Garden  of 
England — at  all  times  a  g-racious  vision  of 
beauty,  is,  perhaps,  most  beautiful  in  spring-, 
when  it  is  starred  with  primroses  and  scented 
with  sweet-smellingf  violets. 


We  have  spoken  of  Eng-land  and  Wales,  and, 
indeed,  they  are  all  full  of  g-racious  memories. 
But  "  Bonnie  Scotland  "  are  words  to  conjure 
with.  What  memories  of  happy  holidays  they 
bring-  into  our  line  of  vision.  Given  only  the 
' '  eyes  to  see, ' '  we  shall  not  have  a  dull  moment 
in  whichever  direction  we  decide  to  g-o,  and  we 
shall  return  to  take  up  our  life's  work  refreshed 
in  body  and  mind,  and  with  our  storehouse  of 
memories  enlarg-ed  and  enriched. 

And  if  an  Autumn  holiday  is  g-lorious,  what 
shall  w-e  say  of  an  Engflish  springs?  Follow  the 
goiidance  of  Canon  Rawnsley,  that  lover  and 
exponent  of  the  beauties  of  the  Engflish  lakes, 
as  he  shows  you  the  blue  bell  wonder  of  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Duddon. 

"  Those  of  us  who  had  visited  Duddon  in 
daffodil  time  had  seen  the  innumerable  tufts  of 
blue  bell  in  the  thickets  by  the  waterside,  and  had 
been  told  that,  g-lorious  as  the  daffodils  were,  the 
blue  bells  were  more  marvellous  in  their  beauty , 
So  we  set  off  to  the  Duddon.  Through  the  low 
bushes  of  the  hazel  swamp,  where  a  few  weeks 
since,  daffodils  had  sheeted  the  ground,  were 
now  to  be  seen  the  blue  bdl  myriads  in  open 
patches;  not  with  such  piurple  lustre  as  I  have, 
seen  in  Kentish  woods,  but  bluergrey  as  is  the 
northern  sky.  You  scarce  could  distinguish 
at  a  distance  the  pools  of  blue  water  from  the 
pools  of  sky  blue  blossoms.  Fancy  heard  a 
fairy  music  from  innumerable  bells,  and  ever  as 
we  passed  along,  when  the  flowers  were  hidden 
from  our  sight  by  wall  or  shrub,  their  fragrance 
fills  the  air. " 

Surely  healing  for  mind  and  body  are  to  be 
found  with  nature  by  those  who  submit  them- 
selves to  her  gracious  influences,  and  who  have 
*'  eyes  to  see  and  love  a  world  so  fair." 
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OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 


HOW  WOULD  YOU  DEAL  WITH  A  CASE  OF 
SUSPENDED  ANIMATION  APFER  SUBMERSION 
IN     WATER? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Rachel  Dodd,  Woolwich  Home 
for  Ailing  Babies,  Eglinton  Road,  Plumstead, 
S.E.  18. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

In  dealing  with  a  case  of  suspended  anima- 
tion after  submersion  in  water,  the  first  step  . 
I  should  take,  after  sending  for  medical  assist- 
ance, would  be  to  endeavour  to  get  the  impure 
blood  aerated  by  artificial  respiration,  asi  com- 
plete deprivation  of  oxygen  results  in  death 
after  three  to  five  minutes,  and  therefore  re- 
covery is  unlikely  if  the  submersion  under 
water  has  lasted  long-er  than  a  few  minutes. 

On  removal  of  the  patient  from  the  water, 
I  should  quickly  remove  false  teeth,  if  any, 
and  other  foreign  matter  from  the  mouth  and 
nose,  and  lose  no  time  in  commencing  arti- 
ficial respiration,  without  delay  for  any  ex- 
amination, removal  of  clothingf  or  the  like. 
Professor  Schafer's  prone-posture  method  I 
should  chose,  in  preference  to  others,  as  it  has 
the  advantage  of  extreme  simplicity  and  great 
effectiveness.  Further,  no  time  is  lost  in  free- 
ing" the  air-pasisages  of  water  and  mucus, 
which  may  drain  from  the  mouth  during-  the 
whole  procedure ;  there  is  no  trouble  caused  by 
the  tongue  falling  backwards  into  the  throat 
as  in  the  face  upwards  methods;  the  patient 
is  not  so  liable  to  bruising  nor  injury  of  the 
ribs  and  liver. 

I  should  place  the  patient  face  downwards 
on  the  ground,  with  a  firm  pad  under  the  lower 
part  of  the  chest;  turn  the  face  a  little 
tO'  one  side,  so  that  the  mouth  and  nose  are 
not  obstructed;  kneel  astride  the  patient, 
facing  his  head,  and  place  my  hands  oyer 
the  lower  part  of  his  back,  one  on  each  side 
(on  the  lowest  ribs) ;  throw  the  weight  of  my 
body  forwards  upon  my  hands,  so  as  to  ex- 
press air  (and  water,  if  any)  out  of  patient's 
lungs ;  raise  my  body  to  take  off  pressure,  and 
allow  his  chest  to  expand,  repeating  these 
movements  twelve  to  fifteen  times  per  minute 
until  breathing  is  restored,  not  desisting  for 
several  hours,  as  cases  are  recorded  to  have 
recovered  after  this  period  of  time. 

When  breathing  has  been  restored,  if  at 
all  possible,  the  patient  should  be  carried,  in 
the  recumbent  position,  and  placed  in  a  warm 


bed,   after  removal  of   all   wet  clothes,    which 
I  should  replace  by  warm,  dry  ones. 

I  should  then  make  efforts,  at  once,  to- 
restore  the  feeble  circulation  and  to  regain  the 
body  warmth.  To  this  end  I  should  wrap  the 
patient  in  hot  blankets,  with  hot  bottles  to  the 
sides  and  feet,  and  apply  friction  to  the  arms 
and  legs  by  rubbing  gently  but  firmly  towards 
the  heart.  The  lips  and  gums  may  be  rubbed 
with  brandy  until  the  power  of  swallowing 
returns,  on  the  return  of  which  I  should  ad- 
minister sips  of  hot  brandy  and'  water,  hot 
coffee,  &c. 

When  the  heart  continues  feeble,  and  indeed 
during  the  performance  of  artificial  respiration 
(but  not  in  such  a  way  as  to  impede  the  latter, 
which  is  of  paramount  importance),  hot 
sponges  or  cloths  may  be  applied  to  the  front 
of  the  chest  over  the  heart. 

Smelling  salts,  amyl-nitrite,  or  ammonia, 
whichever  is  at  hand,  may  be  held  to  the  nose. 
If  the  patient  shows  a  tendency  to  sleep  it 
should  be  encouraged,  but  he  should  be  most 
carefully  watched  during  the  whole  time  lest 
breathing  should  again  cease,  when  artificial 
respiration  must  again  be  commenced.  The 
room  must  be  kept  at  an  even  temperature, 
65°  Fah.,  with  a  current  of  fresh  air  passing 
through,  but  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  expose 
the  patient  to  draughts. 

Complications  may  arise,  such  as  lung  and 
kidney  trouble,  and,  as  prophylactic  measures, 
the  doctor  may  order  linseed  and  mustard 
poultices. 

When  the  heart  is  very  feeble,  or  has  even 
stopped  beating,  the  face  extremely  cyanosed, 
and  the  veins  of  the  arms  and  neck  swollen, 
the  doctor  may  wish  to  do  venae-section,  so 
allowing  the  blood  to  escape  and  the  heart  to 
contract  again. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  :— Mrs.  G.  Firth  Scott,  Miss 
J.  F.  Spencer,  Miss  M.  Robertson,  Miss  F. 
Grey,  Miss  P.  Thomson. 

Miss  J.  F.  Spencer  writes:  "  If  collapse  is 
very  great,  a  stimulant  enema  may  be  given. 
Keep  patient  in  bed  for  several  days  to  guard 
against  further  shock  and  chill.  If  patient 
should  be  surrounded  by  a  crowdi  when  being 
restored,  get  someone  to  remove  the  people 
right  away,  so  as  the  patient  is  able  to  have  as 
much  fresh  air  as  possible." 

QUESTION  FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

Detail  the  nursing  of  a  patient  suffering  from- 
failing  heart  with  general  oedema.  • 
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SYNERQISTIC  ANAESTHESIA. 


AS  USED  IN  THE  NORTH  CHICAGO  HOSPITAL 

By  Eleanor  C.  Ahrens,  R.N. 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

(The  following-  article  is  published  on  request 
of  a  nurse  who  was  embarrassed  to  find  herself 
unfamiliar  with  newer  methods  of  anaesthesia. 
—Ed.  A.J.N.) 

Nursies  are  familiar  with  the  symptoariis  of 
post-operative  discomfort  which  result  from 
acidosis  and  traumatic  shock.  Following"  aill 
ether  anaesthesia,  acetone  bodies  are  found  in 
the  urine.  It  is  said  by  some  surgeons  that 
six  per  cent,  of  the  laparotomies  show  acetone 
for  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after  operation. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Gwathmey,  of  New  York  City, 
contributed  to  the  subject  of  Synergistic  Anaes- 
thesia in  1920-192 1  a  number  of  articles  which 
were  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Beck,  of  the  North  Chicago 
Hospital,  a  noted  Oto  Laryngologist,  has  been 
using  the  following"  method  for  a  number  of 
months  with  g-reat  success. 

The  drugs  used  are  : — Morphine  for  adults, 
paregoric  for  children,  in  lieu  of  morphine ; 
Magnesium  Sulphate,  25  per  cent,  solution ; 
Ether ;  Olive  Oil ;  Paraldehyde. 

The  technique  is  as  follows  : — 

Two  hours  before  the  patient  is  to  be  operated 
upon — after  preparing  skin  with  two  per  cent. 
Iodine  solution,  give  hypodermic  of  sterile  Mag- 
nesium Sulphate  c.  c.  11,  plus  Morphine 
Sulphate  gr.  |.  Repeat  every  half  hour  until 
three  doses  have  been  g-iven.  Then  give,  per 
rectum  :  Olive  Oil,  aa.  drachm,  iii ;  paraldehyde, 
'drachm  iii ;  Ether,  drachm  iss. 

The  hypodermics  are  g-iven  in  the  buttocks  as 
a  rule  and  rarely  in  the  deltoid.  If  the  patient . 
is  a  child,  pareg-oric  minims  V  drachm  iss,  is 
given  by  mouth  in  lieui  of  morphine.  One-half 
hour  later  g-ive,  per  rectum ;  Magnesium 
Sulphate,  i  c.  c.  ;  Ether  drachm  iss;  Olive  Oil, 
drachm  iss. 

Surgical!  anaesthesia  is  reached  in  from  four 
to  six  hours.  The  patient  can  be  aroused  after 
this  anaesthetic  and  will  carry  on  a  conversation 
but  will  not  remenber  it  . 

No  pOiSt-operative  vomiting"  occurs,  the 
patient  has  no  gas  pains  and  sleeps  from  four 
to  twelve  hours.  Occasionally  it  is  necessary  to 
resort  to  an  accessory  anaesthetic  of  ether  in- 
halation or  vapor  method  and  apothesene  2  per 
cent,  per  hypodermic. 

The  operations  performed  at  this  hospital 
under  synergistic  anaesthesia  are  tonsilectomies, 
sub-mucus  resections  of  nasal  septum,  radical 


antrum  and  frontal  sinuses,  mastoidectomy, 
suspension  laryngoscopy,  laryngectomy,  ex- 
cision of  upper  jaw,  thyroidectomy,  trephine  of 
skull,  and  decompression  operation. 

The  technique  used  in  some  hospitals, 
however,  consists  of  a  prfeliminary  alkaline 
treatment  of  Sodium  Bicarbonate  and  lactose 
for  several  days  before  operation,  in  order  to 
have  the  patient  thoroughly  saturated  wiith  the 
carbonate.  Immediate  pre-operation  treat- 
ment is  essentially  that  of  Gwathmey,  which 
consists  of  a  hypodermoclysis  of  a  4  per  cent, 
chemically  pure  and  sterille  solution  of  mag- 
nesium sulphate  given  at  fifteen-minute  intervals 
for  two  or  three  doses,  starting-  one  and  one- 
quarter  hours  before  operation,  and  morphine 
sulphate  i/io  tO'  |  gr.  in  1.5  c.  c.  of  a  25  per 
cent,  chemically  pure  and  sterile  solution  of  the 
magnesium  sulphate  g-iven  at  fifteen-minute 
intervals  for  two  or  three  doses,  starting  one 
and  one-quarter  hours  before  operation.  Gwath- 
mey has  used  as  much  as  400  c.  c.  in  hypoder- 
mcclysis  and  has  given  the  morphine  in  from 
I  toi  2  c.  c.  solution. 

The  patient  is  always^  kept  in  a  darkened 
quiet  place  and  is  very  g-ently  removed  to  the 
anaesthethizing  room  where  the  synerg^istic 
anaesthesia  of  ether  by  drop  method  is  com- 
menced, if  it  is  necessary  to  administer  same. 
The  patient  is  practically  in  a  state  of  analgesia 
and  the  excitement  stag-e  is  nil.  The  pulse  is 
usually  slow  and  little  faster  in  the  second  stage, 
retiring  to  a  lower  rate  during-  the  operation. 

Successful  anaesthesia  of  this  type  calls  for 
the  utmost  precision  in  carrv'ing  out  ordersi, 
and  the  most  careful  observation  on  the  part  of 
the  nurses  entrusted  with  the  care  of  these 
patients. — American  Journal  of  Nursing. 


THE    PREVENTION    OF    DISEASE. 

Dr.  Rae,  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  for 
Aberdeen,  spoke  last  week  on  the  above  sub- 
ject at  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Udny 
and  Forfar  District  Nursing  Association. 

Dr.  Rae  treated  his  subject  under  two  heads 
— general  measures  of  ventilation  and  the  pre- 
vention of  special  diseases.  The  most  valuable 
method  of  preventing  a  number  of  diseases 
was,  he  said,  proper  ventilation.  Out  of  1,500 
houses  inspected  during  a  night  in  September 
last  in  Halifax,  only  450  had  open  bedroom 
windows,  just  about  one-third.  People  spent 
something  like  one-third  of  their  lives  in  bed, 
and  if  these  figures  were  typical  of  other 
places,  two-thirds  of  the  population  spent  one- 
third  of  their  lives  in  a  foul  atmosphere,  and 
that,  too,  when  they  were  resting,  and  should 
be  regaining  strength  for  the  succeeding  day's 
work. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


The  course  of  three  lantern  lectures  ar- 
ranged by  the  Leag-ue  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  Nurses,  to  take  place  at  the  Hospital 
on  the  first  three  Tuesdays  in  October,  at 
8.30  p.m.,  promises  to  be  of  exceptional 
interest.  The  first  twO'  are  by  Lieut. -Com- 
mander Collingwood  Hughes^ — on  October  3rd 
on  '*  Zeebrugge,"  and  on  October  loth  on 
"  The  Navy  at  War."  On  October  17th,  Mr. 
Allen  S.  Walker  will  lecture  on  the  Royal 
City  of  Westminster  and  its  Abbey,  and  a 
rare  treat  is  assured. 

The  lectures  are  open  to  non-members  of 
the  League.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  from 
Miss  Baines,  Secretary  to  the  League,  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  E.C.  Members 
2S.  6d.  and  non-members  5s.  the  Course; 
admission  to  a  single  lecture,  29. 


The  Newport  and  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion (Salop)  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  satis- 
factory report  which  was  presented  to  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  held  at 
the  Nurses'  Home,  when  the  Hon.  Treasurer 
(Mr.  Wilks)  was  able  to  present  a  statement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  Association  to  that  day, 
showing  a  balance  to  its  credit  for  the  first 
time  since  pre-war  days. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  states  that  a  meeting  of  a  Committee 
of  the  Welsh  Consultative  Council  (under  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health)  appointed  to  consider 
the  question  of  the  provision  that  should  be 
made  for  the  future  nursing  services  in  Wales 
was  held  in  December,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  material  for  consideration  in  con- 
nection with  this  problem  has  been  collected 
by  the  Council. 


The  Committee  who  drew  up  the  Rockefeller 
Report  on  Nursing  Education  express  the 
opinion  that,  while  training  schools  for  nurses 
have  made  remarkable  progress,  and  while  the 
best  schools  of  tc^-day  in  many  respects  reach  a 
high  level  of  educational  attainment,  the  average 
hospital  training  school  is  not  organised  on 
such  a  basis  as  to  conform  to  the  standards 
accepted  in  other  educational  fields ;  that  the 
instruction  in  such  schools  is  frequently  casual 
and  uncorrelated ;  that  the  educational  needs 
and  the  health  and  strength  of  students  are 
frequently  sacrificed  to  practical  hospital  exi- 
gencies; that  such  shortcomings  are  primarily 
due  to  the  lack  of  independent  endowments  for 
nursing   education ;   that   existing   educational 


facilities  are,  on  the  whole,  in  the  majority  of 
schools,  inadequate  for  the  preparation  of  the 
high  grade  of  nurses  required  for  the  care  of 
serious  illness,  and  for  service  in  the  fields  of 
public  health  nursing  and  nursing  education, 
and  that  one  of  the  chief  reasons  for  the  lack 
of  sufficient  recruits,  of  a  high  type,  to  meet 
such  needs  lies  precisely  in  the  fact  that  the 
average  hospital  training  school  does  not  offer 
a  sufficiently  attractive  avenue  of  entrance  to 
this  field. 


Following  the  convention  of  the  American 
Nurses'  Association  in  Seattle,  U.S.A.,  it  was 
the  pleasure  of  the  Pacific  Division  to  have  as 
guests  Miss  Clara  D.  Noyes,  Director  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  and 
Miss  Elizabeth  Fox,  Director  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  Public  Health  Nursing  Service,  at 
a  luncheon  in  San  Francisco,  of  which  an 
interesting  report  is  published  in  the  Pacific 
Coast  Journal  of  Nursing.  In  the  course  of 
a  talk  given  on  this  occasion.  Miss  Noyes 
said  :  "  One  of  the  most  constructive  things 
we  have  done  has  been  the  organisation  of 
schools  of  nursing  in  countries  where  no  such 
schools  existed.  The  first  school  we  organised 
was  in  Czecho-SIovakia.  This  school  was 
started,  taking  over  a  group  of  American 
nurses  who  were  well  trained  for  that  purpose. 
Then  gradually  as  we  came  along  with  our 
work,  being  done  with  the  A.R.A.,  we  de- 
veloped our  child-welfare  clinics,  here,  there, 
and  everywhere.  You  will  be  interested  to 
know  that  from  this  training  school  we  have 
already  graduated  a  class,  and  in  each  of  the 
twenty  child-welfare  stations  which  we  have 
organised  we  have  been  able  to  place  a  native 
nurse  trained  in  the  school  of  nursing  organised 
three  years  ago  by  the  American  Red  Cross. 
This  fall  our  American  nurses  will  all  come 
away  from  this  school  and  the  native  nurses, 
trained  in  the  school  will  take  over  the 
responsibility  for  its  operation.  The  child- 
welfare  stations  are  being  turned  over  to  the 
community  July  ist.  As  we  have  been  doing 
the  work  we  have  been  building  up  the  local 
personnel,  for  the  Red  Cross  in  all  its  work  has 
done  it  on  a  fifty-fifty  basiS' — where  we  have 
given  the  money  and  materials,  the  community 
has  given  the  personnel,  &c.  ;  they  must  do 
their  share. 

"  In  Poland  the  same  thing  has  happened. 
Two  schools  of  nursing  have  been  organised 
there  and  are  well  under  way.  In  connection 
with  our  school  in  Warsaw,  which  I  think 
would  rank  with!  any  of  the  modern  nursing 
schools    in    this  country,    the    money    for   the 
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school,  $f 0,000  annually,  was  griven  by  a 
student  nurse  in  the  Walter  Reed  Hospital. 
In  Turkey,  that  country  where  women  haive 
been  so  subjug-ated  all  these  years,  we  are 
org-anising:  a  school  of  nursing  which  Turkish 
women  are  entering-.  This  shows  you  some- 
thing- of  the  constructive  work  we  have  been 
doing-.  It  is  perfectly  useless  to  talk  about 
developing^  public  health  nursing-  or  any  sort 
of  public  health  work  in  a  country  unless  you 
have  properly  qualified  nurses  as  a  unit." 


Miss  Edris  Griffin,  Secretary  of  the  Trained 
Nurses'  Association  of  India,  records  in  the 
Nursing  Journal  of  India  an  interesting-  develop- 
ment of  the  work  of  the  Association,  namely, 
the  formation  of  a  Health  Visitors'  League  in 
connection  with  it.  It  is  hoped  to  have  a 
monthly  letter  in  the  Journal  to  record  the 
dodng-s  of  the  League,  to  publish  the  names 
of  new  members  and  to  answer  any  questions 
on  difficulties  met  with  in  the  work.  Miss 
Griffin  as]<:s  all  members  to  write  to  her  once 
in  three  months  telling-  her  of  their  work,  and 
any  interesting:  cases,  or  special  difficulties  met 
with.  She  concludes  with  all  g-ood  wishes  for 
the  success  of  the  Leag-ue,  which  we  heartily 
endorse,  and  by  hoping  that  small  beginnings 
may  have  big  endings. 


The  same  paper  contains  some  impressions 
of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses  at 
Copenhagen,  contributed  by  Miss  M,  Lamb, 
delegate  of  the  Trained  Nurses'  Association  of 
India,  together  with  the  report  in  this  Journal. 

Miss  Lamb,  describing  her  first  meeting 
with  the  other  delegates  at  Mrs.  Tscherning's 
^  house,  writes  :  "  I  remember  how  at  this  first 
meeting  I  was  struck  by  the  delightfully 
friendly  spirit  which  prevailed,  an  impression 
which  deepened  during  the  week.  Needless  to 
say,  difficulties  of  language  were  there,  but 
all,  or  nearly  all,  were  able  to  speak  some 
English,  and  were  most  kind  in  making  the 
effort  for  us. 

"  On  Monday,  after  Mrs.  Tscherning's 
Address  of  Welcome,  Miss  Munck,  Matron  of 
the  Bispebjarrg  Hospital,  took  the  chair.  She 
wasi  one  of  those  (and  there  were  a  good  many) 
whom  one  felt  it  a  real  pleasure  to  meet,  a 
woman  of  high  ideals,  who  was  yet  most 
capable,  and  diffused  all  the  time  a  spirit  of 
friendliness  and  good  will.  .  .  . 

"  I  wish  it  had  been  possible  for  other  mem- 
bers of  our  Indian  Association  to  have  been 
present  in  Denmark  (each  affiliated  Asisocia- 
tion  has  the  right  to  send  four  delegates),  as 
it  was  a  time  of  real  inspiration.     One  realised 


how  the  ideals  of  our  own  profession  are  so 
wonderfully  the  same  all  the  world  over,  and 
one  felt  proud  to  be  a  trained  nurse. 
Baroness  Mannerheim,  of  Finland,  was  elected 
as  President  of  the  International  Council  for 
the  next  three  years,  and  a  charming  Presi- 
dent she  will  make.  Those  who  gather  in  Fin- 
land (Helsingfors)  for  the  next  meeting  in  June, 
1925,  may  be  sure  of  having  a  most  delightful 
and  interesting  time,  and  I  hope  our  Associa- 
tion will  be  represented  there." 


At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  St. 
George's  Hospital  Nursing  Association,  Bom- 
bay, the  report  and  the  statement  of  accounts 
for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1922,  stated 
that  the  number  of.  nurseg  of  the  Hospital 
Staff  during  the  year  averaged  51,  consist- 
ing of  8  Sisiters  (one  of  whom  acts  in  rota- 
tion as  Night  Superintendent),  13  senior 
nurses,  15  junior  nurses  and  15  probationers. 
During  the  year  41  probationers  were  enrolled, 
and  of  these  only  20  have  remained  in  the 
service  of  the  Association.  The  health  of  this 
staff  has  not  been  very  good.  Eight  nurses 
on  an  average  had  been  sick  in  wards  during 
each  month  and  about  8  or  nine  on  leave, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  wards  have  been 
perpetually  short-handed,  and  the  nurses  on 
duty  have  had  to  work  very  hard  throughout 
this  trying  and  strenuous  year. 

The  Chairman,  Mr.  L.  S.  Hudson,  in 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  Report,  said  that 
Miss  Macfarlane  had  been  in  charge  as  Lady 
Superintendent  for  nearly  a  year  and  had  won 
golden  opinions  from  all  who  had  come  into 
touch  with  her,  and  the  Committee  believed 
that  the  staff  were  happy  and  contented  under 
her  direction. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  the 
European  General  Hospital  Endowment  Funds 
and  the  Khandalla  Convalescent  Home  held 
subsequently,  the  Committee  recorded  with- 
great  regret  the  death  in  February,  after  a 
short  illness,  of  Miss  Goldney,  who  had  been 
Lady  Superintendent  for  a  period  of  sixteen 
years.  Miss  Marsh  was  appointed  to  the 
vacant  post.  Until  a  new  Superintendent  was 
appointed  the  work  was  kindly  undertaken  by 
the  Sisters  of  the  All  Saints  Community.  The 
Committee  expressed  their  thanks  to  the 
Reverend  Mother  Superior  and  All  Saints 
Sisters  for  the  work  of  supervising  the 
management  of  the  Home. 


Nurses  are  to  be  trained  to  drive  the  motor- 
ambulances  of  the  Ossett  (Essex)  Isolation 
Hospital. 
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THE  GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

SYLLABUS    OF   TRAINING. 

Leeds  authorities  are  not  disposed  to  endorse 
the  criticism  of  the  standard  of  training  for  nurses 
defined  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales,  expressed  by  Dr.  Yeoman,  to  which  we 
referred  last  week.  The  Yorkshire  Evening  Post 
points  out  that  the  new  Syllabus,  which  is  for  a 
period  of  three  years'  training,  has  already  been 
adopted  at  the  Leeds  General  Infirmary,  and  the 
standard  of  efficiency  required  is  considered  to 
be  nothing  more  than  essential. 

"  I  do  not  think  the  General  Nursing  Council 
are  asking  too  much  at  all,"  remarked  Miss 
Innes,  the  Matron  of  the  Leeds  General  In- 
firmary. "  A  period  of  three  years  is  rather  short, 
and  I  think  rather  more  time  might  be  allowed 
to  prevent  the  encroachment  of  the  theoretical 
part  of  the  training  upon  the  hours  which  ought 
to  be  devoted  to  practical  work. 

"  We  train  for  four  years  here,  and  get  what 
is  required  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  into 
about  three  and  a  half  years.  Everything  in  the 
Syllabus  is  necessary,  and  the  training  is  not  too 
difficult  for  the  well-educated,  intelligent  girls 
needed  to-day  in  the  nursing  profession." 

A  secondary  school  standard  of  education  is 
regarded  as  essential  by  the  Leeds  General  In- 
firmary for  girls  who  desire  training  in  the  in- 
stitution. The  applicants  are  of  a  very  good 
type,  and  some  of  those  in  training  at  present 
have  previously  raatriculated.  All  have  to  pass 
a  preliminary  examination,  after  a  course  of 
lectures  lasting  two  months  in  the  Infirmary 
training  school. 

The  Infirmary  has  always  given  its  nurses  a 
very  thorough  training  on  the  practical  side, 
and  it  is  fortunate  in  having  the  very  valuable 
help  of  the  Leeds  University  and  Medical  School, 
whose  professors  and  lecturers  assist  in  the 
education  of  the  nurses. 

Botany  is  not  taught  at  the  Infirmary,  but 
knowledge  of  the  subject  is  expected  from  all 
girls  with  a  secondary  education. 

Knowledge  of  the  metric  system  is  essential, 
because  so  many  measurements  of  medicine  are 
made  by  it. 

The  York  Board  of  Guardians  have  decided 
unanimously  to  send  a  strong  protest  to  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  reference  to  the 
approval  by  the  Council  of  a  regulation,  that 
to  be  recognised  as  a  complete  training  school 
a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital  must  have  at  least 
one  resident  medical  officer.  Mr.  C.  Judson 
pointed  out  that  if  they  had  no  resident  medical 
officer  they  could  not  have  any  probationer  nurses. 
He  thought  it  a  high  handed  piece  of  work  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  to  try  to  force  such  a 
provision  upon  the  Ministry. 

Why  not  unanimously  decide  to  appoint  a 
Resident  Medical  Officer. 


THE   INTERNATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 
NURSES, 

NURSING     IN     BELGIUM.* 

{concluded) 

During  the  War. 

WorJz  of  the  Nursing  Schools. — The  "  Ecole 
Beige  dTnfirmi^res  Dipl6mees,"  now  called  "  Ecole 
Edith  Cavell,"  in  memory  of  its  martyr  matron, 
has  given  33  certificates  to  the  pupils  during  the 
war. 

Twelve  certificated  nurses  have  crossed  the 
frontier  and  have  joined  the  Ambulance  of  the 
Ocean  at  La  Panne  and  the  Labour  Hospital. 

Twenty-two  nurses  worked  five  hospitals  for 
infectious  diseases  in  1918. 

They  were  especially  efficient  at  Nivelles  and 
Limelette. 

Madame  Depage,  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, perished  in  the  sinking  of  the  "  Lusitania." 

The  School  Saint-Camille  trained  83  nurses,  who 
were  qualified. 

Forty-two  nurses  crossed  the  frontier  to  join  the 
army  and  the  Hospital  Elisabeth  at  Poperinghe, 
organised  and  directed  by  the  school. 

Twenty-two  nurses  worked  in  four  hospitals  for 
influenza,  especially  at  Dongelberg  and  Rixensart. 

Four  nurses  died  from  infectious  diseases  con- 
tracted in  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties. 

Stuyvenberg  School  went  on  training  nurses  and 
sending  them  to  the  different  relief  work,  where 
their  help  was  needed. 

Sint  Berlindischool  had  to  interrupt  the  courses 
from  1914  until  1916. 

From  1916  on  the  student  nurses  were  trained  in 
three  hospitals  of  Antwerp  and  the  neighbourhood. 

Ecole  professionelle  provinciale  pour  infirmi^res 
at  Charleroi  : 

Two  nurses  died  from  influenza  and  typhoid  con- 
tracted in  the  hospitals. 

During  the  war  the  Belgian  Red  Cross  organised 
further  studies  with  training  in  hospitals  and  dis- 
pensaries. 

After  the  War. 

The  war,  which  upset  so  grievously  the  economic 
and  social  conditions  of  life,  obliged  a  great  num- 
ber of  well-educated  women  to  earn  their  own 
living. 

The  nurse's  career  opened  a  new  outlook  for 
them,  and  the  various  specialisations  allowed  each 
to  choose  her  own  sphere  in  it. 

A  great  number  of  young  girls,  who  had  worked 
in  the  ambulances,  wished  to  continue  or  to  devote 
themselves  to  relief  work. 

The  Home  Office  decided  that  the  military 
nurses,  who  had  done  at  least  two  years'  service  in 
the  ambulances,  should  be  allowed  to  pass  an 
examination  to  obtain  a  hospital  nurse's  diploma. 

The  contact  with  foreign  nurses,  the  forced  resi- 


*  Report  presented  at  the  meeting  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses  at  Copenhagen  by  Mile,  la  Comtesse 
I<ouise  d'Ursel. 
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dence  of  Belgians  in  other  countries,  where 
nursing  occupies  a  privileged  place,  the  growing 
call  for  nurses  for  relief  work,  led  to  a  thoughtful 
consideration  of  a  new  programme,  which  would 
be  nearer  the  Nightingale  system. 

Many  discussions  took  place  at  the  Federation 
of  training  schools  between  the  doctors  and  a  few 
nurses.  They  submitted  a  project  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  by  whom  it  was  modified. 

Then  the  National  Child  Welfare  Association 
and  the  National  League  against  Tuberculosis 
insisted  on  the  necessity  of  a  long  and  serious 
training. 

At  last,  after  more  than  a  year's  work  and  dis- 
cussion, the  Royal  Order  of  September  3rd,  192 1, 
appeared. 

This  Order  instituted  three  different  diplomas  : — 

i.  Hospital  nurse, 
ii.  Visiting  nurse, 
iii.  Mental   case  nurse. 

(The  course  of  study  for  each  of  the  three  years' 
training  is  then  given  in  detail.) 

First  Year. 

Studies  :  ethics  of  the  profession,  anatomy,  physi- 
ology, general  hygiene,  bacteriology,  hygiene  of 
nurse,  patient  and  surroundings,  domestic  economy 
common  to  all  three  categories. 

Training  :  the  members  of  the  two  first  catego- 
ries must  live  in  the  school  for  six  months.  Those 
of  the  third  have  to  spend  one  year  in  a  hospital 
or  colony  for  the  insane. 

Second  Year. 

Studies  :  pathology,  materia  medica,  nursing, 
practical  dietetics,  first-aid,  massage,  infant  care, 
obstetrical  nursing,  child  care,  common  to  the  two 
first  categories. 

For  the  mental  case  nurse  the  studies  are  : — 
psychiatry,  special  nursing,  ethics,  hygiene  of  com- 
municable diseases,  first-aid. 

Third  Year. 

•  Studies  : 

I.  Hospital  nurse  :  more  advanced  teaching  of 
the  preceding  studies — duties  of  the  nurse  in  the 
operating  theatre  and  the  dressing  room — notions 
of  methods  of  relief,  prevention  and  assistance. 

n.  Visiting  nurse  :  Hygiene  and  welfare  of  the 
child ;  notions  of  pedagogy ;  control  of  communi- 
cable diseases  specially  applied  to  home  nursing ; 
control  of  tuberculosis ;  school  medical  inspection ; 
home  nursing ;  the  legislation  and  control  of  social 
evils ;  moral  duties  of  tlie  visiting  nurse. 
Training  for  the  second  and  third  year  : 
I.  Hospital  nurse:  two  years'  'hospital  training; 
medical,  surgical  and  contagious  wards  and 
specialities. 

n.  Visiting  nurse  : 

12  months — hospital   work  in  the  same  wards 

as  above  ; 
4  months — children's  wards  (medical  and  sur- 
gical),   maternity — infant    welfare 
centre — mothers'  conferences   and 
pre-natal  work-school  colonies ; 


2  months — tuberculosis  nursing  in  sanatorium 

and  dispensaries ; 
I     month — skin  and  venereal  diseases  ; 
I     month — school  dispensaries ; 
I     month — outside    patients   dispensary. 

Total  21  months. 

Conditions  of  admission  : 

The  probationer  must  be  at  least  17  years  of  age, 
must  have  good  health  and  physical  aptitude,  and 
have  a  doctor's  certificate  to  this  effect.  She  must 
be  in  possession  of  a  diploma  of  elementary  teacher 
or  have  a  certificate  equivalent  to  our  "  etudes 
moyennes."  Those  candidates  who  began  their 
studies  under  the  old  rigime  may  continue  them 
along  the  same  lines  until  October  i,   1924. 

Unions  Professionelles  d'lnfirmieres. 

Before  the  armistice,  in  spite  of  the  work  ac- 
complished, nursing  was  not  organised  in  Belgium. 

The  many  nurses  busy  in  our  hospitals,  sana- 
toria, dispensaries,  caring  for  our  invalids  did  not 
know  each  other  and  had  no  bond  between  them. 
Their  isolation  placed  them  in  a  very  painful 
situation  both  materially  and  morally;  insufficient 
payment,  long  hours  of  duty,  lack  of  comfort  and 
distraction,  lack  of  moral  support  in  their  duty. 

It  was  necessary  to  unite  these  shifting  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  in  a  stable  and  firm  bond, 
an  Association  which  would  raise  the  standard  of 
the  profession  and  bring  it  honour. 

At  the  end  of  19 18  a  few  nurses  gathered 
together  in  the  aim  of  formirig  this  Union. 

Their  efforts  were  crowned  with  success.  On 
February  nth,  1919,  forty  of  the  nurses  from  the 
Brussels  hospitals  met  and  founded  a  temporary 
Committee — the  Association  was  given  the  name 
of  "  Union  professionelle  des  Infirmieres  Beiges." 

The  Committee  at  once  placed  itself  in  touch 
with  the  nursing  associations  in  America,  Den- 
mark, Holland,  England,  &c.,  who  welcomed  us 
and  helped  us. 

With  the  data  which  they  gave  us  we  drew  up 
our  statutes,  which  were  submitted  at  the  second 
general  meeting  and  approved. 

The  guiding  principle  of  the  Association  is 
democratic  :  that  of  self-government.  The  Com- 
mittee is  composed  of  nurses  elected  by  the  nurses 
themselves,  and  excludes  those  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  profession. 

As  a  means  of  propaganda  a  humble  magazine 
"  L'Infirmiere  Beige,"  appeared  in  July,  1919,  and 
became  a  link  between  the  members  of  the  Union. 

On  December  12th,  1919,  the  Association  ob- 
tained lawful  recognition  and  its  statutes 
appeared  in  the  official  Government  journal,  "  Le 
Moniteur." 

After  having  affiliated  its  members  in  a  mutual 
help  society  which  assures  them  an  indemnity 
in  case  of  sickness,  the  Committee  approached  the 
important  subject  of  conditions  of  work. 

An  inquiry  was  made,  and,  according  to  the 
reports  given  by  the  delegates  of  the  different 
hospitals,   a   report  of   the   general    situation   was 
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made,  submitted  to  the  general  assembly,  and 
approved. 

This  report  included  four  points  : — 

Morality;  one  single  State  certificate;  working 
hours ;  salaries. 

The  Union  had  one  long  and  difficult  task  to 
perform  :  to  obtain  satisfaction  on  these  points. 

This,  through  the  devotion  of  the  directors  of 
the  movement  was  some  years  later  to  be  achieved 
successfully. 

It  did  not  suffice  to  improve  the  present  condi- 
tions of  work ;  it  was  necessary  to  watch  over  the 
professionad  formation  of  its  members;  so  the 
Union  organised  scientific  lectures,  advanced 
courses  of  nursing,  meetings  for  rehearsing  before 
examinations.  The  Committee  bought  books  and 
established  a  system  of  exchange  of  foreign 
magazines. 

Federation  Nationale  des  Infirmi^res  Beiges. 

The  Union  of  Brussels  did  not  remain  isolated. 
All  through  the  country— at  Antwerp,  Tournai, 
Ghent,  Malines^ — Unions  are  established. 

It  was  time  to  create  the  National  movement 
long  thought  of  by  the  Union. 

On  February  3rd,  1922,  delegates  from  the  pro- 
vincial unions  met  at  Brussels  and  voted  unani- 
mously for  a  National  Federation. 

To  this  Federation  are  admitted  : — 

Union  professionelle  des  Infirmieres  Beiges 
(Bruxelles). 

Antwerpsche  Vakvereeniging  van  Voll.  gedi- 
plomeerde  Verplegeringen   (Stuyvenberg,  Anvers). 

Vereeniging  der  volgediplomeerde  verpleegsters 
(Anvers). 

Union  Professionelle  des  Infirmieres  de  Tournai. 

Vereeniging  der  Verpleegsters  (Malines). 

Beroepsvereeniging  van  verpleegsters  van  Oost 
Vlaanderen,  Gand. 

The  aim  of  the  Federation  is  the  cordial  union 
of_  the  different  groups  of  Belgian  nurses  and  its 
mission  is  to  defend  the  professional,  material  and 
moral  interests  of  the  Belgian  nurse. 

We  have  still  one  duty  to  perform.  We  have  to 
thank  the  foreign  nursing  associations  for  the  help 
they  have  always  given  us,  for  their  hearty  wel- 
come, and  especially  to  the  Danish  nurses,  who 
have  always  been  our  guide  in  the  difficulties  and 
doubts  of  the  young  movement,  and  who  to-day 
receive  us  so  kindly. 

It  is  not  only  the  gratitude  of  the  nurses  which 
we  bring  to  Denmark,  but  that  of  a  whole  people 
whom  the  Danish  nation  has  unwearyingly  helped 
during  the  terrible  period  of  the  war. 

Novy  we  ask  you,  nurses  of  all  lands,  to  allow 
us  to  join  ourselves  to  the  groups  of  pioneers,  who 
have  led  the  way  for  the  nurses  of  the  countries 
which  you  represent. 

Our  affiliation  to  the  International  Council 
would  be  the  greatest  step  forward  that  nursing 
has  made  in  our  country. 

It  would  give  to  our  efforts  the  sanction  of  a 
world-wide  movement,  and  prove  once  more  the 
truth  of  our  national  motto  :  "  Union  is  strength." 


VICTORIA  AND  BOURNEMOUTH 
NURSES'  LEAGUE. 

Miss  Christina  Forrest,  one  of  the  veteran 
supporters  of  the  movement  for  State  Reg^is- 
tration  of  Nurses,  and  who,  as  Lady  Super- 
intendent of  the  County  Hospital,  York,  was 
named  in  the  Incorporation  Clause  of  the  Royal 
Charter  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion, writes  editorially  in  the  official  org-an  of 
the  Victoria  and  Bournemouth  Nurses' 
League  : — "  It  is  difficult  to  write,  even  on  a 
smiall  scale,  when  one  has  been  laid  by  for  two 
and  a  half  years  more  or  less  physically,  and 
as  a  result  has  a  feeling  of  hopeless  mental  fog, 
so  you  .must  forgive  me  for  beginning  with 
the  confession  that  I  do  not  feel  I  have  grasped 
all  the  many  details  of  the  last  six  months. 
I  am,  however,  quite  clear  on  one  point,  and 
that  is  that  I  regret  with  all  my  heart  that 
nursics^ — trained  nurses  high  up  in  our  pro- 
fession— should  have  stabbed  in  the  back  one 
who  has  been  a  true  friend  to  nurses  and  a 
consistent  upholder  of  all  that  has  led  to  State 
Registration  of  trained  nurses,  placing  them 
as  a  legally  constituted  professional  body. 
We  must  flight  if  nece.ssary  and  uphold  our 
views  and  our  rights,  but  let  us  fight  with  clean 
hands;  don't  hit  below  the  belt  and  don't  stab 
in  the  dark  or  at  your  enemy's  back.  All  of 
you  know  or  might  know  to  what  I  am 
alluding,  and  it  is  of  no  use, .  and  indeed  it 
would  be  a  pity,  to  go  further  into  it.  Rather 
let  us  try  to  get  nurses  to  register  who  believe 
that  each  profession  should  rule  itself  and  that 
leaders  should  belong  to  the  profession  they 
profess  to  lead.  If  once  we  could  get  that 
established,  much,  it  seems  to  me,  would 
naturally  fall  into  place  which  now  is  distorted. 

"  One  thing  seems  to  me  very  important, 
though  perhaps  less  so  than  the  last  mentioned, 
and  that  is  that  the  power  of  deciding  who 
sihould  or  should  not  be  registered  or  presented 
for  registration  should  not  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  one  person,  whoever  that  person  may  be, 
but  that  it  should  be,  as  originally  planned,  in 
the  hands  of  a  Committee — the  chairman  a 
registered  nurse  and  the  members  registered 
nurses — and  that  provisiion  should  be  made  to 
enable  a  Committee  to  carry  on  the  work  even 
if  a  certain  number  should  decide  to  wreck  a 
policy  or  injure  a  person  by  deliberate  absten- 
tion from  attendance.  Let  us  think  of  our 
resiponsibilities  when  the  time  comes  for  us  to 
act  by  voting,  and  let  us  carefully  and  thought- 
fully use  our  power  by  voting  for  those  who 
would,  we  believe,  do  the  besit  they  could  for 
us,   to  make  us  a  free  self-governing  body." 
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A    FOUNDATION    OF    FREEDOM   AND 
TRUTH. 


On  June  22,  1922,  the  foundation  stone  of  the 
"  new "  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  in  Cavendish 
Square,  "  was  well  and  truly  laid."  Those  who 
survive  for  another  twenty  years  may  perhaps  be 
able  to  speak  of  the  success  or  failure  of  the  new 
College.  To  found  an  association  of  this  sort 
there  must  be  a  moral  as  well  as  a  physical  struc- 
ture to  build  upon,  and  upon  the  moral,  more  than 
any  other,  will  success  or  failure  depend.  It  is 
easier  to  reconstruct  a  building  that  has  been  made 
of  bad  material,  than  it  is  to  build  up  an  association 
whose  moral  foundation  is  not  stable,  as  under- 
pinning is  only  of  temporary  use. 

I  cannot  help  calling  to  mind  another  building 
whose  foundation  stone  was,  I  believe,  twenty  odd 
years  ago,  laid  with  like  pomp  and  circumstance. 
It  w^as  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  nurses.  The  money 
was  partly  given  by  "  the  charity  "  of  a  great 
lady,  but  the  nurses  were  privileged  to  pay  more 
than  half  of  the  expenses  themselves.  They  were 
not  informed,  however,  of  the  agreement  drawn  up 
at  the  building  of  this  house  till  some  considerable 
time  later,  when  they  found  it  had  been  arranged 
by  certain  interested  parties  that,  although  their 
money  was  to  help  to  build  and  be  entirely  respon- 
sible for  the  upkeep,  it  was  expressly  stipulated 
that  no  nurse  should  have  any  part  or  lot  in  the 
management.  That  house  has  been  from  the 
beginning  a  most  unqualified  failure.  It  has 
never  been  able  financially  to  support  itself  in 
twenty  years  ;  it  has  been  a  great  source  of  dis- 
content to  the  nurses  concerned,  and  whenever 
money  was  required  to  get  it  out  of  financial 
difficulties,  the  nurses'  money  had  to  be  used. 

With  this  in  mind,  one  wonders  what  agreement 
has  been  made  at  the  foundation  of  the  new 
College  of  Nursing.  As  far  as  I  can  gather, 
members  have  not  been  informed  on  this  matter, 
but  no  coUege  or  society  can  prosper  that  has 
not  a  foundation  of  freedom  and  truth.  I  give  an 
example  of  what  I  mean  from  the  Seventh  Annual 
Report  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  It  refers 
to  the  Unemployment  Insurance  Act : — 

"  Freedom  ! 

"  As  early  as  November,  1920,  a  referendum 
of  19,800  members  was  taken  to  ascertain  their 
wishes  in  the  matter.  The  number  of  returns  sent  in 
response  was  most  disappointing,  as  less  than 
5,000  replies  were  received,  and  thus  the  Council, 
not  having  substantial  support  from  members,  was 
unable  to  approach  the  Ministry  of  Labour  with 
any  hope  of  success.  In  November  last,  however, 
the  Council  had  reason  to  believe  that  another 
referendum  would  be  more  fruitful  of  results. 
Accordingly,  forms  for  signature  by  nurses  wishing 
exemption  were  sent  to  all  institutions  and  authori- 
ties where  nurses  were  employed,  and  this  appeal 
resulted  in  35,500  such  signatures." 


To  quote  again  from  this  report : — 
"  Truth  ! 

"  Following  upon  this  response,  a  deputation, 
introduced  by  Mr.  Leonard  Lyle,  M.P.,  was  received 
by  the  Minister  of  Labour.  Later,  a  conference 
with  other  nurses'  societies  was  called,  and  con- 
sideration was  given  to  special  schemes,  &c.,  but 
it  was  when  the  Unemployment  Insurance  Bill 
was  before  the  House  of  Commons  for  amendment 
that  the  members  of  the  College  rose  to  the  occasion 
and  enthusiastically  supported  Mr.  Lyle  when, 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  stated  in  the  widest  terms  the  nurses' 
case  for  exemption." 

I  also  give  a  portion  of  a  letter  sent  to  a  paper 
concerning  this  matter  by  Major  Barnett,  M.P., 
who  had  worked  very  hard  in  the  nurses'  interests 
before  ever  Mr.  Lyle  took  them  up.  It  was 
addressed  from  the  House  of  Commons  : — 

"  You  describe  the  proposed  new  clause,  which 
stood  in  the  names  of  Captain  Elliot,  Mr.  Hopkins 
and  myself,  as  '  a  counter-amendment '  to  that  of 
Mr.  Lyle.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  our  clause  to 
exempt  registered  nurses  and  nurse  probationers 
from  unemployment  insurance  was  handed  in  at 
the  Table  early  on  Thursday,  March  ^oth,  and 
officially  printed  on  the  following  day,  while  it 
was  only  on  the  Saturday  that  Mr.  Lyle's  new 
clause  (subsequently  withdrawn),  appeared  for  the 
first  time  on  the  paper." 

Can  any  permanent  building — physical  or 
spiritual — be  raised  on  material  abstracted  from  its 
neighbours  ?  Those  who  are  alive  twenty  years 
hence  may  be  able  to  judge  in  this  particular 
matter,  but  it  is  as  true  to-day  as  when  the  words 
were  written  : 

"  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labour 
in  vain  that  build  it," 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Registered  Nurse. 

BETHLEM     ROYAL     HOSPITAL. 

The  Physician  Superintendent  of  Bethlem 
Royal  Hospital  (Dr.  J.  G.  Porter  Phillips  has 
reported  to  the  Governors  that  511  patients 
— 212  being  men  and  299  women — were  under 
treatment  there  last  year.  Of  these  188  were 
voluntary  boarders.  There  were  discharged  as 
having  recovered  132,  as  being  relieved  25  ; 
20  patients  died.  The  patients  admitted  during 
the  year  included  many  professional  men,  officers 
of  H.M.  Forces,  and  Civil  servants.  In  the 
hospital  for  nervous  diseases  651  outpatients  made 
3,088   attendances. 

The  average  cost  of  maintenance  per  head  per 
week  last  year  was  £6  4s.  Fifty-three  per  cent, 
of  the  patients  were  received  gratuitiously,  and 
47  per  cent  paid  at  reduced  rates  varying  from 
2 IS.  to  63s.  6d.  per  week.  The  Commissioners 
of  the  Board  of  Control  state  that  the  hospital 
continues  to  be  carried  on  in  a  very  efficient 
manner  under  Dr.  Porter  Phillips,  and  all  who  are 
under  treatment  are  receiving  proper  care  and 
attention. 
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THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

The  Queen,  during  her  stay  at  Moy  Hall,  visited 
the  Northern  Infirmary,  Inverness,  where  she 
was  received  by  Provost  Sir  Donald  Macdonald, 
Lady  Macdonald,  the  directors,  and  the  medical 
staff.  Miss  A.  C.  Sutherland,  the  matron,  presen- 
ted to  Her  Majesty  a  bouquet  of  pink  roses.  The 
Queen  gave  great  pleasure  by  visiting  each  cot  in 
turn  in  the  children's  ward  and  speaking  to  the 
children  individually. 


Mr.  William  Asch,  of  South  Audley  Street,  W., 
left  ;^250  to  the  German  Hospital,  Dalston  ;  ;^200 
each  to  the  London  Hospital,  Middlesex  Hospital, 
St.  George's  Hospital,  King's  College  Hospital, 
Queen  Charlotte's  Lying-in  Hospital,  the  Hospital 
for  Children,  Great  Ormond  Street,  Brompton 
Hospital  for  Consumptives,  Cancer  Hospital, 
Fulham  Road,  and  the  National  Hospital  for  the 
Paralysed  and  Epileptic ;  ;^ioo  each  to  the  Sea- 
men's Hospital  Society,  Greenwich,  and  Poplar 
Hospital  for  Accidents.  He  also  left,  amongst  many 
other  bequests,  ;^ioo  to  Eric  Alven,  of  Hinde  Street, 
W.,  and  if  he  should  still  be  acting  as  his  masseur, 
two  carved  ivory  figures. 


Mrs.  Amy  Rice  Reed,  of  the  Shrubbery,  Caze- 
nove  Road,  Stamford  Hill,  N.,  bequeathed  ;^i,ooo 
to  the  Queen's  Hospital  for  Children  ;  ;^500  each 
to  the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  Dalston,  Prince  of 
Wales  General  Hospital,  Tottenham,  and  St. 
Dunstan's  Hostel  for  Blinded  Soldiers. 


Liverpool  hospitals  benefit  substantially  under 
the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Edward  Hatton  Cookson, 
of  that  city.  He  bequeathed  ;^i,ooo  to  the 
Royal  Southern  Hospital,  Liverpool ;  ;^50o  each 
to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Liverpool,  the  David 
Lewis  Northern  Hospital,  Liverpool,  and  the  East 
Liverpool  Day  Nursery  ;  and  ;£200  each  to  the 
Infirmary  for  Children,  Liverpool,  and  the  Dental 
Hospital,  Liverpool. 


Lord  Buxton,  the  President,  and  Mr.  C.  Srase 
Dickens,  Chairman  of  the  Royal  Sussex  County 
Hospital,  have  issued  a  strong  appeal  on  its  behalf. 
Its  available  funds  are  completely  exhausted,  and 
two  courses  are  open  to  it — to  carry  on  and 
incur  further  debt,  or  to  close  down  beds  and 
restrict  the  work  generally.  The  former  they 
are  not  Justified  in  doing,  the  latter  they  must  do 
unless  they  are  provided  with  the  means  to  carry 
on.  To  get  square  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  is 
needed  ;^io,ooo. 


Gifts  of  money  and  goods  in  aid  of  the  bazaar 
for  the  new  Nurses'  Home  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Manchester,  to  be  held  on  November  ist,  2nd,  and 
3rd,  may  be  sent  to  the  Matron,  Miss  M.  E.  Spar- 
shott,  R.R.C.,  at  the  Infirmary.  The  Home  will 
cost  ;/^ioo,ooo,  and  the  bazaar  is  an  effort  to  raise 
the  first  ;^i 0,000  of  that  amount. 

When  the  new  infirmary  was  built — now  some 
thirteen  years  ago — accommodation  was  provided 


for  180  nurses,  but  since  then  the  work  has  so 
increased  that  many  of  the  nurses  have  to  lodge 
outside.  Also  it  is  desired  to  reduce  the  hours  on 
duty  of  the  nurses,  and  this  again  means  an 
increased  staff  and  consequently  need  for  further 
accommodation. 


The  Directors  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Dundee, 
are  keenly  anxious  that  a  scheme  for  an  extension 
of  their  operating  theatre  may  receive  sufficient 
financial  support  to  enable  them  to  proceed  with 
this  urgently  needed  addition. 

Plans  of  the  extension  scheme,  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
James  Findlay,  architect,  have  had  the  approval 
of  the  Directors,  and  the  cost  is  estimated  at 
between  ;^i5,ooo  and  ;^20,ooo.  The  plans  incorpor- 
ate the  reconstruction  of  the  central  block  of  the 
Caird  building,  and  its  enlargement  "  fanwise  " 
towards  the  rear  of  the  Dalgleish  and  Gilroy  Nurses' 
Homes.  The  ground  floor  of  the  extension  con- 
sists of  two  large  operating  theatres,  each  of  16,500 
cubic  feet,  with  an  up-to-date  sterilising  room 
between,  anaesthetic  rooms  adjoining,  while  the 
existing  erection  is  to  be  re-arranged  and  formed 
into  a  wash-up  room,  with  bath  and  lavatory 
accommodation.  There  is  also  an  instrument 
room,  a  bandage  room,  and  an  apartment  for  the 
nurse  in  charge.  On  the  basement  of  the  same 
plan  outline  there  is  a  spacious  X-ray  room,  which 
is  an  essential  adjunct  of  the  theatre,  and  it  is 
found  to  be  possible,  with  only  a  proportion  of 
additional  excavation,  to  make  two  large  lecture 
rooms  for  the  use  of  students  below  the  operating 
theatres.  These  have  separate  entrances,  which 
permit  of  students  to  attend  without  proceeding 
through  the  corridors  of  the  main  infirmary 
building. 

NOT    FORGOTTEN. 

The  first  party  of  sick  and  maimed  sailors, 
soldiers,  and  airmen  (120  in  all)  from  various 
London  Hospitals,  who,  on  the  invitation  of  the 
King  and  Queen,  spent  a  happy  afternoon  in  the 
grounds,  and,  owing  to  the  inclement  weather,  in 
the  Royal  Riding  School  at  Buckingham  Palace 
last  week,  were  received  by  Mr.  H.  P.  Hansell 
on  behalf  of  their  Majesties  and  Princess  Mary, 
and  by  Miss  Marta  Cunningham,  on  behalf  of  the 
Not  Forgotten  Association,  which  conveyed  them 
to  the  Palace. 

The  following  message  received  by  telegram 
from  Balmoral  and  read  by  Mr.  Hansell,  gave 
great  pleasure  : 

"  I  am  commanded  by  their  Majesties,  and  by 
Princess  Mary,  to  offer  you  a  special  greeting, 
and  to  say  what  a  pleasure  it  is  to  them  to  be  able 
to  do  something  towards  brightening  the  days  of 
those  who  are  still  suffering  from  the  cruel  hand  of 
war.  You  are  much  in  the  thoughts  of  the  King 
and  Queen,  and  of  Her  Royal  Highness,  who  send 
you  every  good  wish  for  a  happy  afternoon  in 
the  garden  of  their  Majesties'  London  home. — 
Equerry-in  -Waiting.  ' ' 

A  suitable  reply  was  telegraphed  to  their  Majes- 
ties. 


September  2,  1922      ZThc  ^Britisb  Joumal  of  1Flur0ing. 


155 


LEGAL    MATTERS. 

ALLEGED  NURSE   CHARGED  WITH  FRAUD. 

At  Woking,  on  August  28th,  Mary  Lyon,  a  middle- 
aged  woman,  was  charged  with  obtaining  jewellery 
from  Mrs.  Constance  Lydia  Holroyd  by  false  pretences. 
The  charges  concerned  a  diamond  pendant,  valued  at 
;£'i25;  a  diamond  brooch,  valued  at  /60  ;  twelve  loose 
diamonds,  valued  at  ;£8o  ;  and  a  diamond  ring,  valued 
at  £170. 

Mr.  G.  R.  Holroyd  said  in  evidence  that  his  wife 
advertised  the  articles  for  sale,  and  received  a  reply 
from  the  accused,  whom  he  subsequently  met  by 
appointment  at  the  Grosvenor  Hotel.  The  accused, 
who  was  wearing  a  nurse's  uniform,  told  him  that  she 
had  been  in  charge  of  a  large  convalescent  home  for 
soldiers,  run  by  Lady  Morley,  whose  sister  she  was. 
She  further  stated  that  she  was  the  widow  of  a  naval 
officer,  and  that  she  had  been  awarded  the  O.B.E. 
for  services  as  a  nurse.  She  stated  that  the  pendant 
was  for  her  niece,  who  was  to  attend  Court.  He  handed 
her  the  pendant,  and  other  jewellery  was  sent  to  her ; 
she  made  another  appointment  with  him,  but  failed  to 
keep  it. 

The  accused  asserted  that  she  said  she  had  nursed 
Lady  Morley's  sister.  The  Grosvenor  was  rather  bad 
for  hearing.  Evidence  was  offered  that  she  was 
engaged  as  a  nurse-companion  to  a  sister  of  Lady 
Morley. 

Police  evidence  was  given  to  prove  that  the  accused 
pleaded  guilty  on  all  charges,  and  she  was  remanded. 

We  see  no  evidence  given  to  prove  that  Mary  Lyon 
was  a  trained  nurse.  The  Nursing  Profession  is  now 
within  measurable  distance  of  being  able  to  prove 
whether  or  not  a  person  who  claims  to  be  a  Nurse 
is  a  Registered  Nurse,  and  whether  or  not  the  uniform 
she  is  wearing  is  the  protected  uniform  of  a  Registered 
Nurse.  It  behoves  all  nurses  who  are  eligible  for 
Registration  by  the  State  to  register  without  delay, 
and  thus  dissociate  themselves  from  persons  of  this 
type. 

■  ■ 

APPOINTMENTS. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Oxford  County  and  City  Mental  Hospital,  Littlemore 
near  Oxford. — Miss  Jessie  M.  Willcox  has  been  appoin- 
ted Assistant  Matron  and  Home  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  and 
has  held  the  positions  of  Theatre  Sister  and  Night  Sister 
in  that  institution,  and  of  Housekeeping  Sister  at  the 
Colwyn  Bay  and  District  Hospital.  She  also  holds 
the  certificate  of  the  Medico-Psychological  Association, 
having  received  her  training  in  Mental  Nursing  at 
Bridlington  House. 

Leigli  Infirmary. — Miss  M.  Y.  Evans  has  been  ap- 
pointed Assistant  Matron  and  Sister-in-Charge  of  the 
X-Ray,  Electrical  and  Massage  Department.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Leigh  Infirmary,  and  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Wigan,  and  has  been  Ward  Sister  at  the 
Leigh  Iniirmary. 

SISTER.TUTOR. 

St.  Marylebone  Hospital,  Ladbroke  Grove.  W.— Miss 
O.  M.  Billinghurst  has  been  appointed  Sister-Tutor. 
She  was  trained  at  the  London  Hospital,  and  did 
Military  nursing  in  connection  with  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve  during  the 
war.     She  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

NIGHT    SISTER. 

Oxford  County  and  City  Mental  Hospital. — Miss 
Margaret  Carroll  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister. 
She  was   trained   at   the   Firvale  Hospital,    Sheffield, 


and  the  County  Mental  Hospital,  Leek,  Staffs,  and 
has  worked  as  a  Sister  in  connection  with  Queen 
Alexandra's  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve.  She 
holds  the  certificate  of  the  Medico-Psychological 
Association. 

SISTER. 

Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester. — Miss  G.  K.  Roe 
has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the 
West  London  Hospital,  Hammersmith,  and  has  held 
the  position  of  Staff  Nurse  at  the  Freemasons'  Hospital, 
Chelsea,  S.W. 

The  Hebburn  Hospital  (Urban  District  Council  of 
Hebbum).-  Miss  G.  M.  Mitchell  has  been  appointed 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  City  of  Westminster 
Infirmary,  when  she  subsequently  held  the  position  of 
Sister.  She  also  worked  at  the  Milton  Hospital, 
Portsmouth,  and  the  Louise  Margaret  Hospital,  Alder- 
shot.  She  has  held  the  position  of  Night  Sister  at  the 
Auxiliary  Military  Hospital,  Camborne,  Cornwall,  and 
has  had  experience  of  private  nursing. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Grace  Barrett  is  appointed  to  West  Riding 
Training  Home,  as  Assistant  Superintendent ;  Miss 
Ivy  D.  C.  Gordon  to  Exeter ;  Miss  Clare  Marsh  to 
Chatham ;  Miss  Emma  Partington  to  Metropolitan 
N.A.  ;  Miss  Catherine  P.  Phillips  to  Carlisle  ;  Miss 
Margaret  Swanson  to  Tadcaster ;  Miss  Mary  E.  Wood- 
gate  to  Halesworth. 

BEQUEST    TO    A    NURSE. 

Mrs.  Agnes  J.  Baldock  of  Eaton  Square,  S.W., 
has  bequeathed  /50  to  Nurse  Jeannie  Stoddart, 
formerly  nurse  to  her  husband.  Colonel  Edward  Holmes 
Baldock,  C.B.,  and  herself. 

RESIGNATION, 

Miss  Winram,  Matron  of  the  Stirling  Combination 
Hospital,  has  resigned  the  position  on  account  of  her 
continued  indifferent  health.  In  her  letter  of  resigna- 
tion to  the  Board,  she  said  that  her  work  during  the 
ten  years  she  had  been  in  its  service  had  been  a  great 
pleasure.  With  the  Board's  kind  co-operation,  she 
had  been  able  to  carry  out  various  schemes  which  had 
added  to  the  better  working  of  the  various  departments, 
and  she  felt  certain  that  they  would  also  prove  to  be 
economical.  She  thanked  the  Board  for  their  kindness 
and  consideration,   which  she  had  fully  appreciated. 

The  Chairman  spoke  warmly  of  Miss  Winram's 
work  through  a  long  period  of  years,  saying  that  she 
had  given  the  Committee  the  utmost  satisfaction  in 
carrying  out  her  work  which  was  of  an  arduous  and 
responsible  kind.  He  expressed  the  sincere  wish  of 
the  members  that  she  might  soon  be  restored  to  her 
ordinary  health  and  strength. 

WEDDINQ    BELLS. 

Her  many  friends  will  wish  to  express  to  Miss 
Miriam  Henley,  Registered  Nurse,  who,  for  the  last 
two  and  a  half  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society,  431,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.,  their  best  wishes  for  her  happiness  on 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Harry  Pearce,  which  takes  place  on 
Saturday,  September  2nd,  at  2.30  p.m.,  at  St.  Alban's, 
Thrale  Road,  Streatham. 

Miss  Henley,  after  previous  experience  in  massage 
at  the  West  End  Hospital,  Welbeck  Street,  W.,  and  at 
the  Cottage  Hospital,  Letchworth,  was  trained  for 
four  years,  and  certificated,  at  the  London  Homoeopathic 
Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street,  W.C. 

Her  future  home  will  be  at  30,  Parklands  Road, 
Streatham. 
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PRACTICAL    POINTS. 


The  Care  of  Rubber  Goods. 

Miss  Kate  Madden,  R.N.,  Directress  of  Nurses, 
the  Brooklyn  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  writes 
in  the  Modern  Hospital : — 

Rubber  articles  are  destroyed  so  easily  and 
deteriorate  so  quickly  that  too,  large  a  stock  on 
hand  (especially  gloves)  is  to  be  avoided.  They 
should  be  kept  in  a  dry,  cool  place  as  exposure  to 
heat  and  moisture  tends  to  destroy  the  rubber, 
shortening  its  life.  They  should  be  protected 
from  the  action  of  fats  and  acids  by  careful  washing 
to  remove  materials  used  for  lubrication,  &c. 
Rubber  sheets  and  pillow  cases  when  not  in  use 
should  be  hung  on  a  bar  ;  never  folded.  We  have 
such  bars  in  every  ward  ;  they  are  eight  feet  long 
to  allow  the  sheets  to  hang  out  straight. 

The  marking  of  rubber  articles  is  important ;  all 
new  articles,  except  gloves  and  rubber  dam,  are 
marked  for  the  ward  they  are  issued  to  in  the  store- 
room. Sheets  and  pillow  cases  are  stamped  on 
the  border.  Hot  water  bottles,  ice  caps  and  air 
rings  have  metal  tags  which  are  not  easily  removed. 
This  careful  marking  enables  us  to  place  the  re- 
sponsibility for  carelessness  or  misuse  of  the 
article  and  tends  to  prevent  that  bane  of  hospital 
existence,  borrowing. 

Rubber  sheets  are  washed  with  2  per  cent, 
carbolic,  scrubbed  with  soap  and  water,  rinsed 
and  dried,  hung  on  bar  and  covered  with  a  cotton 
sheet. 

Air  rings  are  washed  with  2  per  cent  carbolic, 
scrubbed  with  soap  and  water,  dried,  inflated  and 
hung  on  a  bar  which  can  be  lifted  at  end. 

Hot  water  bottles  are  washed,  drained  out  weU, 
dried,  inflated,  top  inserted  and  hung  up. 

Ice  caps  are  drained,  washed,  dried  inside  and 
out,  a  piece  of  gauze  placed  inside  to  prevent  cutting 
of  the  rubber,  inflated,  top  screwed  in  and  hung  up. 
Rubber  dam  is  soaked  in  2  per  cent,  carbolic  for 
half  an  hour,  scrubbed  with  soap  and  warm  water, 
rinsed,  dried,  powdered  and  rolled. 

Rectal  tubes,  catheters,  tubing,  drains,  S'C,  are 
wiped  off  with  tissue  paper,  washed  with  cold 
water  to  remove  all  adherent  matter,  washed  with 
warm  water  and  soap  to  remove  lubricant,  rinsed, 
placed  in  boiling  water  for  two  minutes,  immersed 
in  cold  water,  dried,  hung  up  to  drain,  put  away  in 
large  sheet  glass  jars,  in  which  they  are  carefully 
coiled. 

Rubber  gloves. — Our  custom  i&to  give  new  gloves, 
except  in  special  cases,  only  to  the  operating  rooms, 
the  maternity  delivery  rooms  and  the  laboratories  ; 
mended  gloves  are  furnished  the  wards.  The 
routine  care  of  gloves,  mended  and  new,  all  over 
the  hospital  is  as  follows  : — 

New  gloves  are  boiled  in  normal  saline  for 
five  minutes,  they  are  thoroughly  dried  on  both 
sides,  powdered,  put  in  glove  cases  and  sterilised  in 
an  autoclave  under  fifteen  pounds  pressure  for  ten 
minutes.  A  puff  of  cotton  with  extra  powder  is 
sterilised  with  each  pair  of  gloves.  After  use 
gloves  are  washed  with  cold  water,  immersed  in 
lysol  I  per  cent,  for  twenty  minutes,  tested  for 


leaks,  dried  and  mended  if  necessary,  powdered 
thoroughly  on  both  sides  and  put  in  glove  cases  and 
sterilised.  As  much  of  the  wear  of  gloves  is  due 
to  tearing  when  they  are  put  on,  the  wrists  are 
turned  back  and  when  the  hand  is  inserted  into 
the  glove,  the  other  hand  is  slipped  under  this  turn- 
back wrist  and  the  glove  is  gently  pushed  on  over 
the  hand.  This  serves  two  purposes  :  it  prevents 
tearing  of  the  glove  and  keeps  the  fingers  of  the 
other  hand  clear. 

Our  glove  cases  are  made  of  unbleached  cotton, 
fairly  heavy,  and  are  cut  thirty-six  inches  long  by 
eighteen  inches  wide.  This  case  is  lined  with  one 
layer  of  sheet  wadding,  turned  in  and  finished  all 
around  and  stitched  across  from  each  corner  to 
hold  the  wadding.  They  are  folded  to  form  a 
double  pocket  not  quite  meeting  in  the  centre  ; 
when  finished  they  are  sixteen  inches  long  and 
nine  inches  across  the  pockets.  We  find  they 
protect  the  gloves,  stand  washing  and  sterilising 
very  well  and  wear  for  a  long  time. 

Hard    rubber    articles    are    kept    in    bichloride 
1-200,  and  are  boiled  only  in  special  cases. 
«■ 

ANTE-NATAL,  INTRA-NATAL  AND 
NEONATAL  DEATH. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion at  Glasgow,  in  the  Section  of  Gynaecology  and 
Obstetrics,  Dr.  J.  W.  BaUantyne,  as  reported  in 
the  British  Medical  Journal,  read  a  paper  on 
"  Ante-natal,  intra-natal,  and  neo-natal  death  : 
causes,  pathology,  and  prevention,  with  special 
reference  to  ante-natal  death."  In  opening,  he 
remarked  on  the  coincidence  that  in  1888,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association  in 
Glasgow,  the  discussion  in  this  Section  was  also 
on  ante-natal  death,  and  he  touched  upon  the 
limitations  of  the  subject  as  they  then  existed. 
Dr.  BaUantyne  then  proceeded  to  deal  fully  with 
the  classification  of  the  causes  and  the  prevention 
of  foetal  death.  He  exhibited  a  most  instructive 
table  to  illustrate  how  great  a  reduction  in  the  still- 
birth rate  in  Edinburgh  had  been  brought  about 
since  ante-natal  supervision  and  treatment  had 
been  practised.  In  conclusion,  he  urged  strongly 
that  every  mother  should  be  placed  in  the  position 
to  receive  proper  ante-natal  care.  Dr.  Eardley 
Holland  (London),  in  following  dealt  more  particu- 
larly with  intra-natal  death.  He  emphasised  that 
examination  of  a  large  number  of  stillborn  foetuses 
proved  that  a  larger  number  died  from  the  compli- 
cations of  labour  than  from  foetal  or  maternal 
disease.  Post  mortem,  these  foetuses  showed 
evidence  of  cerebral  or  visceral  haemorrhages.  It 
was  remarkable  how  frequently  the  tentorium 
cerebelli  was  torn.  He  had  found  that  in  88  per 
cent,  of  deaths  of  the  child  in  normal  breech 
deliveries  this  condition  was  found.  He  urged 
that  delivery  of  the  after-coming  head  should  not 
be  unduly  hastened.  In  conclusion  he  showed  a 
series  of  lantern  slides  to  demonstrate  the  lines  of 
stress  in  the  falx  cerebri  and  the  tentorium  cerebelli 
to  illustrate  where  tears  were  most  likely  to  occur 
as  the  result  of  the  moulding  of  the  head. 
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PEACEHAVEN. 

THE  QAROEN  CITY  OF  THE  SOUTH  DOWNS. 

There  are  few  more  interesting  developments  of 
modern  life  than  the  garden  cities,  which,  of  late 
years,  have  offered  health  and  happiness  to  so 
many  of  those  who  desire  to  get  away  from  the 
rush^and  strenuous  life  of  our  big  cities.  And  a 
garden  city  on  the  beautiful  South  Coast— with 
the  enchantment  of  blue  sea  and  rolling  dowps, 
bracing  breezes,  and  modern  comforts  in  quiet 
surroundings — seems  like  the  ideal  of  our  dreams 
which  we  have  hitherto  believed  to  be  unattainable. 
Yet  these  are  precisely  the  attractions  held  out  by 
Peacehaven,  the  Garden  City  of  the  South  Downs, 
within  easy  reach  of  London,  six  miles  from  Brigh- 
ton, and  one-and-a-half  from  Newhaven. 

Peacehaven  is  of  particular  interest  to  trained 
nurses  because  it  may  solve  the  problem  of  where 
to  take  convalescents  who  need  sea-air,  and  yet 
shrink  from  a  fashionable  and  overgrown  health 
resort.  It  is  further  of  interest  to  them,  because 
most  nurses  long  for  a  home  of  their  own,  arranged 
on  their  own  plan,  to  which  they  can  retire  when 
their  working  days  are  done.  At  Peacehaven, 
at  the  present  time,  a  freehold  plot  can  be  secured 
for  £25,  on  which  one's  dream-house  may  be  built ; 
or  bungalows,  with  modern  conveniences,  fitted 
with  labour-saving  appliances,  and  ready  for 
immediate  occupation,  are  obtainable  from  ;^450. 

Lastly,  while  Peacehaven  is  of  interest  to  nurses, 
the  interest  of  nurses  is  unquestionably  of  import- 
ance to  Peacehaven,  for  it  is  certain  that  just  as 
the  big  liners  find  it  profitable  to  carry  and  pay 
good  salaries  to  medical  practitioners  and  nurses, 
because  of  the  increased  public  confidence  and 
patronage  thereby  secured,  so  nothing  gives  greater 
confidence  or  tends  more  to  popularize  a  health 
resort  with  those  seeking  to  recuperate,  than  to 
know  that  trained  nurses  are  resident  there,  whose 
services  are  readily  available  in  case  of  need. 

ROBB'S    NURSERY    BISCUITS. 

Robb's  Nursery  Biscuits  are  a  household  word 
and  many  nurses  can  testify  to  the  value  both  of 
Robb's  Biscuits  and  Biscuit  Powder.  Not  only 
are  they  of  value  in  the  feeding  of  infants,  but  they 
form  a  valuable  and  nutritious  article  of  diet  for 
invalids.  Those  who  desire  to  learn  more  of  their 
possibilities  in  this  connection  are  invited  to  write 
to  Messrs.  Alex.  Robb  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  following  the 
directions  given  on  page  ii  of  the  cover  of  this 
issue,  when  they  wiU  receive  free  samples  of  both 
biscuits  and  biscuit  powder,  together  with  a 
descriptive  booklet. 

THE    PASSING     BELL. 

Dacre  Craven. — On  August  27th,  at  his  residence, 
3,  East  Terrace,  Walton-on-Naze,  the  Rev.  Dacre 
Craven,  M.A.,  late  Rector  of  St.  Andrew's,  Holbom, 
E.C.,    in   his   90th   year. 

Mr.  Dacre  Craven  was  well  knoAvn  to  a  former 
generation  of  nurses  as  having  married  Miss  Florence 
Lees  whose  name  is  alwavs  associated  with  district 
nursing  as  the  first  Superintendent  of  the  MetropoUtan 
and  National  Nursing  Association,  of  23,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C. 


LITFLE  CUCKOO  FLOWER. 


p.  Taylor,  engineer,  of  Brixton,  has  been  sen- 
tenced to  four  months'  hard  labour  at  Lambeth 
Police  Court  for  improper  conduct  in  Ruskin  Park, 
Denmark  Hill.  It  was  stated  that  the  two  children 
of  P.C.  Fyffe,  the  elder  girl  being  six  years  of  age, 
were  playing  in  the  park.  Taylor  sat  on  a  seat 
near  by.  His  conduct  attracted  the  attention  of 
two  keepers,  one  of  whom  changed  into  his  private 
clothes  in  order  to  watch  the  man  without  arousing 
his  suspicions.  The  other  used  field-glasses  from 
a  distance.  Taylor  ran  away  when  the  keepers 
approached  him,  but  after  a  struggle  was  arrested 
by  the  girl's  father,  who  had  also  observed  the 
man's  conduct.  Taylor  denied  the  allegations, 
but  the  magistrate  in  passing  sentence  said  that 
there  never  was  a  clearer  case. 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


The  Lady  Mayoress  (Lady  Baddeley),  who  is  a 
J. P.  for  the  County  of  London  and,  as  our  readers 
know,  a  certificated  Nurse  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  occupied  a  seat  on  the  bench  at  the 
Mansion  House  Justice  Room  last  week,  the  Lord 
Mayor  being  the  presiding  magistrate. 


Mrs.  Coombe  Tennant,  J. P.,  has  been  appointed 
substitute  delegate  to  the  assembly  of  the  League 
of  Nations. 


Once  again  the  High  Alps,  so  cruel  often  to 
those  who  love  them,  and  return  to  them  again  and 
again  for  health,  for  delight,  for  inspiration,  for 
peace,  and  much  else  besides,  have  taken  toU  of 
a  devotee.  The  body  of  Dr.  Sophie  Bryant,  so 
weU  known  in  educational  circles  in  this  country, 
and  who  has  been  missing  since  August  15th,  has 
now  been  found,  not  in  a  crevasse,  into  which  it 
was  feared  she  must  have  fallen,  but  on  a  rock 
below  Montauvert,  near  Chamounix,  where  she  was 
staying.  It  is  supposed  that  she  left  the  beaten 
track  and  fell.  Much  sympathy  will  be  felt  with 
her  relatives  on  this  tragic  ending  to  a  brilliant  and 
distinguished  life. 


"  The  Life  of  Clara  Barton,"  in  two  volumes  by 
her  relative,  the  Rev.  William  E.  Barton,  published 
by  the  Houghton  Mifflin  Company,  Boston  and 
New  York,  will  be  read  with  much  interest  by 
trained  nurses  who  admire  her  great  hearted  work 
for  humanity. 

COMINQ   EVENTS. 

September  gth. — Final  of  the  "  Ross "  Lawn 
Tennis  Challenge  Cup,  Park  Hospital,  Hither 
Green.  By  invitation  of  the  Matrons  of  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board.     2.30  p.m. 

October  ^rd. — League  of  St.  Bartholomew,s 
Hospital  Nurses.  Lecture  by  Lieut.  Com,  Colling- 
wood  Hughes  on  Zeebrugge.  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  E.C.     8.30  p.m. 
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"THIS     FREEDOM."* 

We  expect  much  of  the  brilliant  author  of  "  If 
Winter  Comes,"  and,  assuredly,  the  critics  not- 
withstanding, "  This  Freedom  "  will  add  to  his 
fame.  In  our  view  it  surpasses  "  If  Winter  Comes," 
and  must  rank  as  one  of  the  great  novels  of  the 
year  for  its  literary  merit,  its  deep  penetration, 
and  its  wonderful  presentment  of  its  subject. 

Rosalie  Aubyn,  the  youngest  of  her  family  by 
some  years,  was  the  child  of  a  countiry  clergyman, 
and  a  sweet,  gentle,  mother  with  the  early  Victorian 
outlook  on  life.  Her  father  had  been  a  Wrangler, 
and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  men  of  his  year  at 
Cambridge.  All  manner  of  brilliance  was  expected 
for  him,  and  of  him.  He  unexpectedly  went  into 
the  Church,  and  as  unexpectedly  married,  while 
on  a  holiday,  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman,  a 
widower,  who  kept  a  small  private  school  in 
Devonshire.  Thereupon  the  rosy  prospects  ter- 
minated. The  brilliant  Wrangler  found  himself 
unexpectedly  the  assistant  master  in  his  father-in- 
law's  second-rate  and  failing  school.  The  daugh- 
ter would  not  leave  her  father,  the  suitor  would 
not  leave  his  darling. 

When  his  father-in-law  died  he  awoke  charac- 
teristically. The  old  man  dead  !  Now  that  was 
one  burden  lifted,  one  shackle  removed.  The 
school  finally  went  smash  at  the  same  time. 
Never  mind  !  Another  burden  gone.  How  he 
hated  the  school,  how  he  loathed  and  abominated 
it.     Now  a  fresh  start !     Hurrah  ! 

That  was  Rosalie's  father — in  those  days.  He 
always  jumped  blindly  and  wildly  into  things. 
Blindly  and  wildly  into  the  Church,  blindly  and 
wildly  into  marriage,  blindly  and  wildly  into  the 
school,  blindly  and  wildly,  one  might  say,  into 
fatherhood  on  a  lavish  scale.  Blindly  and  wildly — 
the  magnificent  fresh  start — into  the  rectory  in 
which  Rosalie  was  born. 

Life  at  the  Rectory  revolved  round  the  male 
members  of  it,  and  indeed  Rosalie's  earliest 
apprehension  of  the  world  was  of  a  mysterious 
and  extraordinary  world  that  revolved  entirely 
about  her  father,  and  that  entirely  and  completely 
belonged  to  her  father.  So  when  on  one  occasion 
she  saw  her  father  chased  by  a  bull  she  was  not 
in  the  least  alarmed,  only,  as  always,  enthralled. 
To  see  a  woman  rushing  before  a  bull  would  have 
alarmed  Rosalie,  for  she  would  have  felt  it  was 
unnatural ;  but  for  her  father  to  be  wildly 
bounding  along  in  front  of  a  bull  seemed  perfectly 
natural  and  ordinary.  .  .  .  The  world  was  his  and 
the  fulness  thereof,  and  he  did  what  he  liked  with 
it.  She  merely  remarked,  "  Mother  says  dinner 
is  waiting  for  you,  iather." 

"  Her  mother — her  mother  and  her  sisters  and 
the  servants  and  the  entire  female  establishment 
of  the  universe — seemed  to  Rosalie  always  to  be 
waiting  for  something  from  her  father,  or  for  her 

*  By  A.  S.  M.  Hutchinson.  (Hodder  &  Stough- 
ton,  Ltd.) 


father  himself,  or  waiting  for  or  upon  some  male 
other  than  her  father.  That  was  another  of  the 
leading  principles  that  Rosalie  first  came  to  know 
in  her  world.  Not  only  were  the  males  able  to 
do  what  they  liked,  and  always  doing  wonderful 
and  mysterious  things,  but  everything  that  the 
females  did  either  had  some  relation  to  a  male, 
or  was  directly  for,  about,  or  on  behalf  of  a  male. 

"  Getting  Robert  off  to  school  in  the  morning, 
for  instance,  was  another  early  picture. 

"  There  would  be  Robert  eating,  and  the  entire 
female  population  of  the  Rectory  feverishly 
attending  upon  Robert  while  he  ate.  Six  females, 
intensely,  and  as  if  their  lives  depended  upon  it, 
occupied  with  one  male — all  exhaustingly  occupied 
in  pushing  out  of  the  house  one  heavy  and  obstinate 
male  aged  about  ten." 

And  following  on  Robert,  Harold  ;  Harold  in 
great  heat  and  hurry  (as  men  always  were) 
with  his  splendid  button  boots  in  one  hand  and  an 
immense  pair  of  shining  cuffs  in  the  other  hand. 
Harold  wrangling  with  and  bullying  Robert,  his 
father  bullying  Harold ;  but  the  males  of  the 
family  paramount  always.  The  females  negligible 
and  adoring. 

Rosalie's  mother,  whose  name  had  been  Anna 
Escott,  kept  at  the  bottom  of  a  drawer  five  most 
exquisite  little  miniatures.  They  were  in  a  case 
of  faded  blue  plush,  and  they  had  been  in  that 
case,  and  at  the  bottom  of  one  drawer  or  another 
ever  since  the  girl  Anna  Escott,  aged  twenty, 
had  placed  them  in  the  case,  then  exquisitely  blue 
and  new  and  soft,  and  given  up  painting  miniatures 
for  ever,  in  order  to  devote  her  whole  time  to 
looking  after  her  invalid  father  and  the  failing 
preparatory  school  that  was  his  livelihood. 

It  was  inevitable  that  with  Rosalie  observant, 
and  sharp  at  making  deductions,  the  pendulum 
should  swing  far  the  other  way.  She  declined 
at  the  conclusion  of  her  school  days  to  adopt 
the  obvious  role  of  teacher  ;  figures  and  finance 
enthralled  her,  and  she  made  good  in  Lombard 
Street.  When  she  married  she  was  a  happy, 
loving,  and  devoted  wife,  an  adoring  mother, 
her  house  faultlessly  managed,  her  children  well 
cared  for,  and  yet  disaster  befel,  and  the  moral — 
for  the  book  has  a  moral —  is  that  she  should  have 
given  up  her  place  in  the  world  of  finance  for 
which  she  had  real  talent,  and  devoted  herself 
exclusively  to  her  husband  and  children.  And 
yet  is  the  deduction  quite  fair  ?  The  stay-at- 
home  women  is  often  an  incompetent  drone,  a 
thoughtless  butterfly,  demanding  everything,  giv- 
ing little.  Opinions  will  be  sharply  divergent, 
but  certain  it  is  that  those  mothers  have  their 
reward  who  do  not  hand  over  their  children  to 
governesses  and  nursemaids  when  they  are  small, 
but  themselves  guide  them  in  the  way  they 
should  go,  and  are  closely,  intimately  associated 
with  the  ordering  of  their  lives,  the  recipients  of 
their  confidences,  the  sharers  of  their  joys  and 
sorrows.  The  price  paid  for  freedom  may  be  too 
high. 

P.  G.  Y. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE    ROYAL    SANITARY    INSTITUTE; 
COURSES    OF    TRAINING. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  am  sending  you  a  prospectus 
of  the  courses  of  training  for  Sanitary  Officers, 
Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Workers  arranged  by  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute,  commencing  on  September 
27th  and  29th,  which  I  should  be  glad  if  you 
could  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  readers  of  your 
paper. 

These  training  courses  are  of  particular  interest 
just  now  when  so  many  educated  women  are  being 
appointed  on  the  staff  of  Public  Health  authorities, 
and  the  demand  for  trained  women  appears  to  be 
increasing. 

The  training  not  only  includes  Lectures,  but 
practical  Demonstrations  in  the  Museum  of 
Sanitary  Appliances  at  Infant  Consultations  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres,  visits  to  public  works  and 
other  places  of  sanitary  interest,  and  the  use  of  a 
Reference  Library,  Lending  Library,  and  Reading 
Room. 

The    Lectures    are    followed    by    the    standard 
Examinations  of  the  Institute,  which  are  recog- 
nised in  all  parts  of  the  British  Empire. 
Yours  faithfully, 

E.  White  Wallis,  Secretary. 

The  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 

90,  Buckingham  Palace  Road,  London,  S.  W.  i . 

SMOKING    IN    BED. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  read  in  the  Journal  of 
August  26th  of  compensation  being  claimed  by  a 
patient  for  a  sheet  which  had  been  burnt  by  a  nurse 
through  smoking  in  bed.  The  habit  of  women 
smoking  is  now  almost  universal,  so  that  one  can 
only  speak  generally  ;  but  it  is  obvious  to  any 
right-thinking  person  that  it  is  not  only  dangerous 
for  a  tired  nurse  when  off  duty  to  smoke  in  bed,  and 
risk  dropping  off  to  sleep  with  a  lighted  cigarette 
in  her  mouth,  but  decidedly  dishonourable  to  thus 
indulge,  either  in  hospital  or  at  a  private  case, 
especially  now  that  it  is  usually  possible  for  a 
smoker  to  have  a  smoke  quite  openly.  If  the 
habit  is  so  imperative,  I  consider  a  nurse  should 
give  up  the  honourable  duty  of  private  nursing. 

I  am.  Dear  Madam,  yours  faithfully, 

J.  C.  Child,  Registered  Nurse. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  can  sympathise  with  the 
Superintendent  on  the  subject  of  nurses  smoking 
in  bed.  The  habit  of  smoking  is  becoming  so 
common  that  one  cannot  speak  of  nurses  alone 
in  this  connection,  but  if  a  thought  is  given  to 
the  practice  of  smoking  in  bed  will  be  at  once 
recognised  as  most  dangerous.     It  should  be  a 


point  of  honour  with  nurses  not  to  indulge  in 
smoking  whilst  femployed  at  a  private  case  and 
certainly  not  in  bed,  where  the  danger  must  surely 
be  obvious  to  all  responsible  women,  as  all  nurses 
should  be,  and  they  will,  I  think,  agree  that  a 
nurse  who  is  a  slave  to  the  habit  is  not  justified  in 
taking  care  of  a  private  case.  Certainly,  as  a 
Superintendent,  responsible  to  the  public,  I  should 
not  feel  justified  in  sending  such  a  nurse  to  a  case. 
The  risk  is  too  great  to  the  patient,  to  his  house, 
and  to  the  Society  which  supplies  the  nurse. 
Yours   truly, 

"  Superintendent." 

KERNELS     FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Health  Visitor  {London). — "  What  a  joy  it  was 
to  note  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Board  of 
Education  are  now  beginning  to  realize  the  im- 
portance of  attracting  trained  nurses  to  apply  for 
positions  as  Health  Visitors,  and  have  modified 
the  training  requirements  accordingly.  On  the  top 
of  this  comes  the  declaration  of  the  distinguished 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Rockefeller  Founda- 
tion that  "  the  agent  responsible  for  constructive 
health  work  and  teaching  in  families  should  have 
completed  the  nurses'  training.  Splendid  !  My 
B.J.N,  these  two  last  weeks  made  me  a  happy 
woman." 

Registered  Nurse. — "  The  writer  of  the  paragraph 
in  the  Liverpool  Courier  who  thinks  that  high 
medical  information  and  skill  is  valuable,  but 
ability  in  a  nurse  to  do  tasks  of  drudgery  are 
even  more  important,  voices  a  view  of  employers 
of  labour,  which  has  been  a  dominant  factor  in 
training  for  many  a  long  year.  If  he  were  suffering 
from  an  infectious  disease  and  isolated  with  a 
nurse,  I  wonder  which  he  would  appreciate  most — 
her  professional  skill  or  her  aptitude  as  a  char." 


NOTICE. 

In  supplying  notices  of  appointments  the 
Editor  will  be  obliged  if  correspondents  wiU  state 
if  they  are  "  Registered  Nurses,"  as  this  legal 
professional  title  should  now  be  notified. 

WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 

England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N.W. 

Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

No  nurse  who  has  not  been  registered  by  Septem- 
ber 2  2nd  next  wiU  be  eligible  to  vote  for  the  Direct 
Nurse  Representatives  at  the  forthcoming  election, 
so  that  there  is  no  time  to  lose  if  a  nurse  wishes  to 
exercise  her  professional  franchise. 

Forms  should  be  carefuUy  fiUed  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

OUR   PRIZE   COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

September  gth. — Detail  the  nursing  of  a  patient 
suffering  from  failing  heart,  with  general  oedema. 

September  i6th. — Describe  in  detail  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  patient  to  be  operated  on  for  cancer  of  the 
tongue.  What  special  points  require  attention  in 
the  nursing  after-treatment  ? 
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THe   Midwife. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 


AUGUST    EXAMINATION. 

At  the  Exajnination  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  held  on  August  ist  in  London,  Bristol, 
Manchester, :  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  607  candi- 
dates presented  themselves  for  examination  and 
480  passed  the  Examinert.  The  percentage  of 
failures  was  20.9. 


ARE    THE     PRESENT    METHODS    OF 
DISINFECTION    WORTH    WHILE  ? 


Dr.  T.  W.  Naylor  Barlow,  O.B.E.,  M.R.C.S., 
D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Wallasey,  in  a 
paper  on  the  above  subject  presented  at  the 
recent  Congress  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
said  in  part : — 

There  is  a  very  widespread  idea  as    to    the 
extreme  potency  of  a  disinfectant.       Judging  by 
my  own   experience,   this  is  held    by  the  public 
generally,  all  midwives  and  nurses,  many  doctors, 
and,  dare  I  say,  by  a  few,  but  very  few.  Medical 
Officers  of  Health.     The  idea  is  that  one  has  only 
to  show  a  disinfectant  to  a  micro-organism  for  the 
latter  to  immediately   curl   up   and   die.       As  a 
matter  of  fact,  all  medical  men  know,  or  would 
know  if  they  stopped  to  think  one  instant,    that 
every  micro-organism  requires,  in  order  to  kill  it  : 
(i)  a    certain    strength    of    the    solution ;     (2)  a 
certain  time  exposure  to  the  solution,  this  latter 
time   being  greater   as   the    dilution   is   weaker ; 
and,     moreover,    that^*.  the     temperature    has     a 
modifying     effect    on    the     action    of    the    dis- 
infectant/-being    more    potent    hot    than    when 
cold.     I  remember  hearing  a  paper  by  the  late 
Professor  Del6pine  on  this  question  of  disinfectants, 
when  he  distinctly  stated  that  very  dilute  solutions 
of  some  of  the  best  known  disinfectants,  when 
mixed  with  culture  media,   acted  as  a  stimulus 
to     the    growth    of    micro-organisms ;    in    other 
words,  their  properties  in  these  solutions  were  not 
germicidal    but    stimulative.     If    we    bear    these 
simple   facts   in   mind   and   look   around   us,    we 
would,  I  think,  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  even 
in  this  year  of  Our  Lord,  disinfectants  are  more 
abused   than  properly   used,     invariably   by   the 
public,     almost     invariably     by     midwives     and 
nurses,  and  not  uncommonly  by  medical  men.     Let 
us  take  a  few  examples  : — 

(i)  The  ordinary  midwife  and  the  disinfecting 
of  her  hands  :  she  takes  a  tabloid,  e.g.,  one  which, 
mixed  with  a  pint  of  water,  forms  a  solution  of 
I  per  thousand  perchloride  of  mercury.  She 
dips  her  hands  in  for  one  or   two   seconds   (with 


or    without    a    preliminary    washing)     and    then 
fondly  imagines  that  aU  is  weU. 

{2)  A  nurse  in  the  School  Clinic  or  out-patient 
department  of  a  Hospital :  she  invariably  has 
at  her  elbow  a  bowl  containing  a  weak  solution 
of  some  so-called  disinfectant,  in  which  she, 
from  time  to  time,  dips  for  a  second  or  so  any 
instruments  she  may  be  using,  in  the  belief  that, 
as  a  result  of  that  momentary  dipping,  she  is 
using  a  sterile  instrument. 

(3)  Antiseptic  mouth  washes  and  nose  douches 
are  ordered  by  the  thousand  for  various  causes : 
Is  it  possible  to  introduce  into  the  nose  or  mouth 
a  solution  of  any  material  of  such  potency,  and 
for  such  a  length  of  time,  as  will  have  any  germi- 
cidal effect  ? 

{4)  We  are  in  the  habit  of  spraying  the  walls 
of  rooms  after  the  various  infectious  fevers  with 
some  germicidal  solution,  or  alternatively,  of 
burning  some  substance  which  causes  the  evolution 
of  a  gas  supposed  to  have  germicidal  properties. 
It  is  reasonable  to  ask  what  organisms  are  we 
killing  by  such  means.  Are  we  really  doing 
anything  towards  preventing  disease  ?  For  my 
part  I  think  aU  house  disinfection  can  quite 
safely  be  scrapped.  While  I  am  not  prepared 
to  deny  at  the  present  moment  that  it  is  possible 
to  transmit  disease  by  means  of  inanimate  objects, 
e.g.,  books,  walls  of  rooms,  &c.,  I  wiU  say  that, 
as  factors  in  the  spread  of  disease,  they  are  of  no 
account  and  need  not  be  considered.  The  chief 
and  only  factor  worth  consideration  is  the  person 
affected  and,  perhaps,  his  clothes  and  bedding. 
The  so-caUed  disinfection  of  rooms  by  gas  is, 
to  my  mind,  futile  and  unscientific,  especially 
where  carried  out  by  the  ordinary  disinfecting 
staff  of  a  Corporation. 


WHAT    ARE    WE    TO    DO  ? 

Mother  with  her  first  baby  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  :  "  Oh  !  she  eats  anything  now  ;  she's  got 
two  teeth,  and  is  ten  months  old." 

Superintendent :  "  Not  quite  anything  I  think, 
Mrs.  Trewin.  You  wouldn't  give  her  pasty,  for 
instance,  yet." 

Mother  :  "  Oh,  yes  I  do  ;  she  just  loves  a  meat 
and  turnip  pasty." 

Superintendent  explains  how  dangerous  this  may 
be,  &c.,  &c.,  when  in  chimes  a  mother  with  her 
fifth  child  (all  living  and  bonny  and  regular  atten- 
dants at  the  Welfare)  :  "  Well,  I've  given  all 
mine  pasty  and  anything  they  wanted  as  soon  as 
they  looked  for  it,  and  it  ain't  hurt  none  of  mine  !  " 

(A  true  conversation  which  took  place  at 
a  Cornish  Centre.) 

— Queen's  Nurses  Magazine. 
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EDITORIAL. 

THE     UNITED    WOMEN'S    INSURANCE 
SOCIETY. 

The  present  day  is  one  of  co-operation,  be- 
cause this  generation  is  learning  that  the 
advantages  of  co-operation  far  surpass  those 
of  competition,  and  also  because  the  cost  of 
administration  of  large  societies  is  more 
economical  than  that  of  small  ones,  and  there- 
fore they  are  able  to  give  more  advantageous 
terms  to  their  members. 

Recently,  a  movement  has  been  inaugurated 
by  the  Domestic  Workers'  Friendly  Society  to 
unite  Women's  Societies  under  the  National 
Insairance  Act  in  one  society,  to  be  known  as 
the  United  Women's  Insurance  Society. 
Already,  the  co-operation  of  the  Clerical  and 
Professional  Women's  Insurance  Society  has 
been  assured,  and  the  Committee  of  the 
Society  has  invited  the  Trained  Women 
Nurses'  Friendly  Society  to  place  the  advan- 
tages of  amalgamation  before  its  members,  for 
the  matter  is  one  for  the  consideration  and 
decision  of  the  members. 

In  passing,  we  may  point  out  that  it  is  a 
great  compliment  to  this  Society,  composed 
exclusively  of  nurses,  whose  affairs  are  ad- 
ministered exclusively  by  nurses,  that  its 
financial  position  should  be  such  as  to  attract 
such  a  proposition.  The  financial  position  of 
the  Society  is  assured  :  it  has  saved  some 
thousands  of  pounds,  and  is  able  to  give  its 
members  a  cash  benefit  of  14s.  6d.  a  week 
wihen  sick.  But  it  cannot  hope  to  offer  all  the 
advantages  which  a  larger  society  can  do. 

The  United  Women's  Insurance  Society 
offers  to  its  members  15s.  a  week  Sick  Benefit, 
and,  in  addition,  dental  benefit,  optical  treat- 
ment and  appliances,  surgical  appliances,  Con- 
valescent Homes,  and  Massage  and  Electrical 
Treatment,  and  help  from  a  large  invested 
benevolent  fund. 


The  question  now  to  be  put  before  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Trained  Women  Nurses'  Friendly 
Society,  at  a  Special  Meeting  specially  sum- 
moned for  the  purpose,  is  whether  the  pro- 
position of  the  United  Women's  Insurance 
Society  shall  be  accepted  or  not. 

If  it  is  accepted,  then  the  Trained  Women 
Nurses'  Friendly  Society  will  cease  to  take 
part  in  the  administration  of  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Acts,  191 1  and  1921,  as  an 
Approved  Society,  and  will  transfer  its  engage- 
ments under  the  Acts  to  the  United  Women's 
Insurance  Society,  together  with  all  funds  and 
securities  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Society 
in  the  books  of  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Fund. 

The  position  is  briefly,  do  the  members  of 
the  Trained  Women  Nurses'  Friendly  Society 
desire  to  avail  themselves,  by  co-operation,  of 
the  greatly  extended  benefits  offered  by  the 
larger  United  Society,  or  do  they  desire  to 
remain  a  Society  composed  exclusively  of 
nurses  trained  and  in  training,  which  can 
never  attain  the  numbers  necessary  to  supply 
all  these  additional  benefits. 

The  Committee  of  the  Society,  having  given 
careful  consideration  to  the  matter,  feel  that 
the  interests  of  the  members  would  be  best 
served  by  union  with  the  United  Women's 
Insurance  Society,  and  are  therefore  prepared 
to  advise  the  members  to  adopt  this  course; 
but  they  must  understand  that  the  decision 
rests  with  themselves,  and  we  hope,  therefore, 
that  they  will  carefully  weigh  the  pros  and 
cons  of  the  matter,  and  endeavour  to  arrive  at 
a  wise  decision  when  they  receive  a  detailed 
statement,  before  recording  their  vote. 

One  thing  has  been  demonstrated  beyond 
question — that  nurses  include  in  their  number 
those  who  are  capable  of  managing  their  finan- 
cial affairs  successfully  and  economically,  and 
who  are  deserving  of  ever}'  confidence,  and  the 
Trained  Women  Nurses'  Friendly  Society  is 
to  be  accorded  representation  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Management  of  the  United  Women's 
Insurance  Society  il  they  federate  with  it. 


l62 


ZTbe  Britteb  3ournal  of  IRureina.    September  9,  1922 


OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 


DETAIL    THE    NURSING    OP   A   PATIENT   SUPPERINQ 
FROM   PAILINQ  HEART  WITH  GENERAL  (EDEMA. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Rachel  Dodd,  Woolwich  Home 
for  Ailing  Babies,  Eglington  Road,  Plum- 
stead,  S.E. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  nursing  of  a  patient  suffering  from 
failing  heart,  with  general  oedema,  consists  in 
complete  rest  and  depletion.  Absolute  rest  in 
mind  and  body  is  essential. 

The  patient  must  be  moved'  with  extreme 
care,  two  people  at  least  assisting,  and  special 
care  taken  to  prevent  bedsores,  which  are 
liable  to  form,  chiefly  due  to  the  affected  cir- 
culation. The  patient  should  not  even  be 
allowed  to  feed  himself. 

Position. — All  cases  with  marked  dyspnoea 
are  nursed  in  the  upright  position,  and  propped 
up  with  a  bedrest  and  pillows,  arranging 
pillows  for  the  arms  to  rest  on,  and  a  pillow 
for  the  knees  to  rest  on,  also  small  ones  to 
support  feet,  thus  relieving  pressure. 

For  cases  requiring  to  lean  forward  arrange 
a  bed-table  (if  no  heart  table  procurable)  in 
front  of  patient,  and  cover  it  with  a  pillow ;  it 
should  be  raised  to  such  a  height  that  the  arms 
may  rest  comfortably  on  it.  If  ascites  is 
great,  the  patient  may  prefer  to  lie  on  one  or 
other  side. 

In  cases  of  localised  dropsy,  elevation  of  the 
dropsical  part  is  of  great  importance,  and  the 
patient  should  adopt  the  recumbent  position  if 
comfortable  for  him.  A  water-bed  or  cushion 
should  be  used  if  obtainable.  If  the  dropsy 
is  advanced,  it  may  be  necessary  to  use  an 
armchair  for  the  patient  to  sit  up  in. 

The  diet  must  be  simple  but  ample,  and^  of 
a  kind  to  be  easily  digested,  fluids  being 
restricted.  The  stomach  should  never  be  over- 
loaded, as  flatulence  and  distension  may  ensue. 
The  diet  should  chiefly  consist  of  diluted  milk, 
Bovril,  Benger's  Food,  weak  tea,  fish,  chicken, 
and  toast.  Alcohol  is  sometimes  prescribed  in 
small  quantities  at  regular  intervals. 

The  depletion  (withdrawal  of  fluid  from  the 
bod^)  is  accomplished  by  the  use  of  purga- 
tives, such  as  blue  pill,  and  diuretics  (sub- 
stances which  produce  diuresisi). 

The  free  action  of  the  bowels  and  the  in- 
creased quantity  of  urine  passed  relieves  the 
circulation. 

Diaphoretics  (remedies  to  promote  perspira- 
tion) are  also  used  to  promote  the  action  of 
the  skin. 


If  there  is  much  fluid  in  the  lower  limbs  they 
are  punctured  or  drained  by  Southey's  tubes. 

In  cases  where  the  fluid  is  in  the  abdomen 
(ascites),  tapping  is  resorted  to. 

Venesection  may  be  of  service  in  advanced 
cases. 

The  bowels  are  kept  relaxed  in  order  to 
prevent  straining  and  to  relieve  the  heart  and 
kidneys  from  work,  by  eliminating  fluids  by 
the  intestine. 

A  urine  chart  should  be  kept,  and  a  twenty- 
four  hour  specimen  tested  every  other  day,  as 
the  urine  is  frequently  diminished  in  quantity, 
and  often  contains  albumen. 

Temperature,  pulse,  and  respiration  should 
be  taken  night  and  morning,  but  in  cases 
attended  by  pyrexia  a  four-hourly  chart  should 
be  kept.  Particular  attention  should  be  paid 
to  the  pulse  and  counted  for  the  full  minute, 
and  taken  frequently  in  acute  cases,  noting 
rhythm,  volume,  and  frequency. 

Drugs  consist  of  cardiac  tonics,  stimulants, 
aperients,  and  hypnotics.  Elaterium  relieves 
the  distension  and  allows  the  circulation  in  the 
kidneys,  impeded  by  the  distension,  to  pro- 
ceed. Laudanum  fomentations  are  sometimes 
prescribed  to  relieve  abdominal  pain  due  to 
distension.  Patients  taking  drugs,  particu- 
larly digitalis,  require  very  careful  observation, 
and  any  unfavourable  symptoms  reported  at 
once,  such  as  excessive  vomiting.  All  heart 
cases  are  apt  to  be  sick  readily,  because, 
owing  to  the  errors  in  the  circulation,  the 
gastric  juice  is  comparatively  inactive,  and 
therefore  dyspepsia  is  particularly  apt  to  arise. 
In  addition  to  which  both  the  stomach  and  the 
heart  are  supplied  by  the  same  nerves  (namely, 
the  vagi),  and  therefore  when  either  organ  is 
diseased  it  is  apt  to  upset  the  other. 

An  extreme  degree  of  slowing  of  the  heart 
when  digitalis  is  given  should  be  watched  for. 
Some  patients  exhibit  an  idiosyncrasy,  the 
administration  of  the  drug  leading  to  increased 
rapidity  and  irregularity  of  the  heart's  action, 
with  vomiting,  orthopnoea,  and  increasing 
cyanosis.  The  drug  should  be  immediately 
stopped. 

Oxygen,  when  administered,  should  be  given 
with  great  care,  not  exciting  the  patient. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Mrs.  C.  Williams,  Miss  Mabel 
Robertson,  and  Miss  Susan  Carey. 

QUESTION  FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

Describe  in  detail  the  preparation  of  a 
patient  to  be  operated  on  for  cancer  of  the 
tongue.  What  special  points  require  attention 
in  the  nursing  after  treatment? 
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AUTOTOXIN     AFTER     INGESTION    OF 
FOODSTUFFS. 


With  reference  to  the  mysterious  deaths 
which  occurred  recently  at  the  Loch  Maree 
Hotel  from  ptomaine  poisoning,  I  should  like 
to  state  that  I  have  known  several  persons  who 
cannot  e^t  chicken  and  ham  or  turkey  and 
ham  paste  without  almost  immediate  gastric 
trouble  and  blindness  ensuing.  The  first  case 
of  this  sort  which  came  under  my  care  was 
that  of  a  young  girl  at  a  boarding-house  in 
Brighton,  where  I  was  staying  during  the 
month  of  August  about  ten  years  ago.  This 
girl  arrived  one  Saturday  evening,  and  as 
dinner  was  in  progress  she  came  straight  into 
the  dining-room  and  took  the  vacant  seat 
beside  me.  She  was  not  at  all  tired,  having 
only  travelled  a  distance  of  twenty  miles;  I 
thought  how  well  and  strong  she  looked.  We 
made  friends,  and  chatted  together  during  the 
meal,  which  consisted  of  roast  beef,  green 
vegetables,  and  stewed  fruit.  The  girl  had  an 
ordinary  appetite,  neither  too  big  nor  too 
small,  and  she  seemed  to  enjoy  her  dinner. 
We  both  retired  early.  The  following  morn- 
ing (Sunday)  this  girl  and  I,  both  being  late 
for  breakfast,  were  the  sole  occupants  of  the 
dining-room.  I  took  tea,  toast,  and  a  boiled 
egg;  she,  tea,  bread  and  butter,  chicken  and 
ham  paste.  She  told  me  she  bad  slept  well, 
and  was  going  to  spend  the  morning  in  writing 
letters  for  the  Indian  mail,  and  we  both  felt 
glad  of  the  fact  that  all  the  other  guests  were 
at  church  or  promenading  and  we  could  have 
the  sitting-room  all  to  ourselves.  The  meal 
Over,  we  adjourned  to  the  lounge,  and  soon 
afterwards  my  companion  started  writing.  She 
wrote  rapidly,  but  stopped  every  now  and  then 
and  looked  at  me  in  a  puzzled  way.  I  laughed, 
and  said,  "  Like  the  schoolboys,  are  you  think- 
ing '  what  to  put '  ?  "  She  did  not  reply  at 
once,  and  then  said  :  *'  Whatever  is  happening 
to  me?  My  left  arm  looks  so  big,  like  two 
arms,  and  it  is  quite  numb  and  so  heavy,  and 
my  lips  and  tongue  and  throat  feel  numb,  as  if 
pins  and  needles  were  in  them."  She  was 
very  distressed  and  frightened.  I  tried  to  re- 
assure her,  laid  her  on  a  couch,  covered  with 
a  rug,  and  procured  a  hot-water  bottle  for  her 
feet,  which  were  very  cold.  The  pulse  was 
small  and  rapid,  which  may  have  been  caused 
by  fear  and  mental  depression. 

I  sat  on  a  low  seat  beside  her,  and  placed 
her  hand  and  arm  in  a  large  bowl  of  very  hot 
water,  giving  massage  from  finger  tips  to  top 
of  shoulder,  keeping  the  temperature  of  the 


water  the  same  alHthe  time.  This  helped  in  a 
great  measure  to  remove  the  numbness  and 
"dead  weight  "  from  the  arm,  but  the  double 
vision  and  "  half-blind  feeling  "  remained,  and 
the  girl  continued  to  feel  very  ill,  so  with  help 
I  carried  her  up  to  bed  and  sent  for  a  doctor. 
By  the  time  he  arrived  the  girl  was  able  to 
speak  more  clearly,  and,  questioned  as  to 
whether  she  had  ever  had  a  similar  illness, 
remembered  that  once,  when  at  school  in 
Paris,  she  had  eaten  pdtS  de  foie  gras  at 
dejeuner,  and  about  twenty  minutes  after  the 
meal  had  "  turned  quite  blind,  had  seen 
double,  and  had  had  the  same  numb  sensa- 
tions. The  Superieure  had  kept  her  in  bed  a 
few  days,  given  her  fleur  de  guimauve,  and 
very  light  diet,"  and  never  during  her  two 
years  in  Paris  had  there  been  any  recurrence 
of  the  malady,  as  she  had  "  never  again 
attempted  pd,te  de  foie  gras."  On  the  present 
occasion  a  week's  rest  in  bed  in  a  darkened 
room  was  ordered,  brandy  ^ii  in  soda  water 
in  the  twenty-four  hours,  warm  milk  and  soda 
in  small  quantities  every  two  hours,  and  cas- 
cara  extract  3  i  each  night,  and  if  the  blindness 
continued  a  dose  of  Eno's  Fruit  Salt  in  warm 
water  at  7  a.m.  each  morning.  This  treat- 
ment, with  very  gentle  massage  of  head  and 
spine,  had  the  desired  effect;  the  patient's 
nerves  were  soothed,  and  the  poison  eliminated 
from  the  system.  At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  I 
brought  my  patient,  though  still  far  from 
strong,  back  to  London,  and  since  that  time 
have  never  lost  sight  of  her.  On  three  occa- 
sions since  that  unpleasant  experience  at 
Brighton  she  has  tried  to  overcome  what  she 
chooses  to  term  her  "  idiosyncrasy  for  potted 
pastes,"  but  each  time  the  result  has  been  the 
same,  double  vision  or  total  blindness  and 
numbness  quickly  following  where  even  only 
one  thin  sandwich  of  chicken  and  ham  or  any 
other  potted  paste  has  been  eaten. 

She  has  now  grown  wise,  and  abstains  from 
all  potted  pastes,  realising  that  "One  man's 
meat  is  another  man's  poison." 

Sister  Marie. 


GIFTS    ACCEPTABLE. 

The  Matron  at  7,  Lower  Brook  Street,  Ipswich, 
would  be  very  glad  of  baby  clothing  for  many  cases 
in  the  town  where,  from  unemployment  and  other 
causes,  the  parents  are  unable  to  provide  same. 
The  midwives  attended  324  cases  in  the  year 
ended  September  30th,  192 1,  and  this  number 
will  probably  be  exceeded  in  the  year  ending 
September  30th  next. 

Gifts  of  old  linen  and  underclothing  are  also 
most  acceptable  for  distribution  by  the  district 
nurses  amongst  the  very  poor  of  the  town. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


We  continue  to  receive  many  letters  express^- 
ing  hesitation  to  reg^isiter  under  the  General 
Nursingf  Council.  We  sympathise  with  our 
correspondents,  but  advise  without  hesitation 
that  they  should  avail  themselves  of  the 
benefits  of  the  Act.  Q>nsci€ntious  interest  in 
their  profession  in  the  future  by  Regfistered 
Nurses  is  the  only  means  of  securing-  self- 
government,  and  the  present  monopoly  of 
executive  power  by  the  lay  and  medical  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  and  the  bureaucratic 
management  of  the  office,  should  be  resisted 
by  a  self-respecting  Nursing  community. 
Register  now,  and  do  your  duty  to  your  cloth 
in  the  future. 


In  the  Nineteenth  Century  and  After  Miss 
E.  S.  Haldane  discusses  "  Nursing  as  a  Pro- 
fession," and  says  : — 

"  What  forms  a  profession  as  distinguished 
from  an  occupation  it  is  difficult  to  say.  In 
any  case  it  involves  two  things,  one  of  which 
is  the  skill  and  knowledge  which  is  acquired 
not  alone  by  mere  mechanical  skill,  but  also  by 
the  exercise  of  the  intellectual  faculties.  The 
other  is  an  equal  requisite  for  any  pursuit  that 
is  more  than  ancillary,  and  that  is  self-govern- 
ment. The  nurse  has  only  within  the  last  year 
or  two  had  any  claim  to  the  last  qualification, 
and  indeed  she  is  only  now  beginning  to  realise 
the  effect  of  the  Nurses*  Registration  Act  of 
1919.  At  last  she  is  coming  to  claim  her 
recognition  as  an  important  factor  in  the  great 
work  of  maintaining  the  health  of  the  nation, 
and  as  a  partner  in  this  work — if  a  junior  one 
— ^with  the  medical  man,  rather  than  simply  an 
instrument  in  his  hands. " 

After  touching  on  the  development  of  nurs- 
ing from  ancient  times  down  to  the  work  of 
Florence  Nightingale  in  the  Crimea,  Miss  Hal- 
dane emphasises  the  fact  (so  often  insisted  on 
in  this  Journal)  that  "  enormously  important 
as  this  work  was,  her  main  desire  was  to  raise 
the  status  of  nursing  from  being  a  menial 
occupation  to  that  of  a  trained  calling,  and 
this  was  the  work  to  which  she  devoted  her- 
self on  her  return  to  the  East. ' ' 

Miss  Haldane  points  out  that  there  were 
'*  years  of  struggle  over  the  question  of  State 
Registration,  until,  in  1919,  a  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Act  became  law." 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  an  article  of  this 
nature  should  make  no  mention  of  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association,  the  organisation 
through  which  the  registration  movement  was 
first  inaugurated,   or  of  the  Society   for  the 


State  Registration  of  Trained  Nurses,  which 
drafted  and  introduced  the  first  Bill  into  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1904,  to  procure  this 
most  necessary  legislation,  and'  upon  which 
the  present  Act  is  based.  Neither  is  mention 
made  of  the  Central  Committee's  united  effort. 
Such  omissions  leave  "  the  record  of  the 
organisation  of  the  new  profession  that  has 
been  growing  up  amongst  us  year  by  year 
almost  without  our  realising  it,"  as  Miss  Hal- 
dane writes,  historically  incomplete,  especially 
as  the  cost — ^;^30,ooo — of  procuring  this  re- 
form was  entirely  contributed  by  members  of 
these  groups. 

Miss  Haldane  recognises  the  immense  im- 
portance of  the  Public  Health  work  done  by 
the  trained  nurse,  as  well  as  of  that  in  other 
branches:  "  she  is  constantly  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion of  great  responsibility,  and  is  looked  to 
to  do  much  besides  the  mere  assisting  of  the 
doctor  in  illness,  and  the  better  equipped  she 
is  for  this  work  the  better  for  her  patients  and 
neighbours."  The  nursing  profession,  in 
short,  "  is  proving  itself  to  be  a  potent  factor 
in  our  civilisation,  and"  one  that  we  must 
seriously  take  into  account." 


Here,  says  Truth,  is  another  little  matter 
which  throws  a  curious  light  on  the  workings 
of  bureaucracy.  A  100  pver  cent,  disabled 
member  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Nursing  Service 
applied  to  the  Awards  Branch  of  the  Pensions 
Ministry  for  an  assessment  for  two  years,  on 
the  ground  of  the  danger  to  her  health  of  the 
usual  half-yearly  medical  examination.  The 
appeal  was  allowed.  When,  however,  she 
applied  to  the  Treatment  Branch  of  the 
Ministry  for  a  refund  of  the  amount  of  her 
medical  bills  she  was  informed  that  owing  to 
a  new  regulation  the  refund  is  conditional  on 
an  examination  every  two  months  by  a  Pen- 
sions Ministry  official.  Could  anything  be 
more  absurd  or  unjust?  Clearly  if  a  half-yearly 
examination  is  harmful,  an  examination  every 
two  months  must  be  much  more  so.  Mr.  Mac- 
pherson  should  see  that  the  branches  of  his 
departments  do  not  stultify  each  other  in  this 
fashion. 


The  Cathedral  Nursing  Society  for  the  Sick 
Poor  of  Newcastle,  48,  Osborne  Road,  is 
;£i,ioo  in  debt,  and  the  nurses  are  arranging 
a  garden  sale  of  work  in  the  hope  of  removing 
this  burden. 

Unless  this  debt  can  be  reduced  it  is  feared 
that  the  staff  will  have  to  be  cut  down,  and 
as  this  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  in 
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the  city,  such  a  step  would  be  a  great  loss  to 
the  aged  poor. 

Although  termed  the  Cathedral  Nursing 
Society,  the  work  is  entirely  undenominational, 
and  last  year  27,000  visits  were  paid  to  ag'ed 
sick  of  all  creeds.  The  staff  of  the  Society 
also  takes  charge  of  cases  from  all  the  hospitals 
needing  skilled  after-care  treatment. 

The  date  of  the  sale  is  October  5th,  and  the 
Lady  Mayoress  has  consented  to  perform  the 
opening  ceremony.  All  old  friends  are  invited 
to  send  a  gift  in  kind  or  of  money  for  the  sale. 


We  reg^ret  to  note  that  at  a  Meeting  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Nursing-  Association 
Lady  Victoria  Percy,  who  is  President,  stated 
that  "  in  the  more  sparsely  populated  districts 
the  nurses  reside  in  the  cottag-es  with  the 
patients."  We  had  hoped  this  most  undesir- 
able system  had  been  superseded  by  more 
hygfienic  arrangements  long  ago.  Very  few 
cottag-es  of  the  very  poor  can  house  the  nurse 
without  the  greatest  inconvenience  and  dis- 
comfort to  the  family,  and  our  Ministry  of 
Health  and  County  Councils,  who  subsidise 
these  lay-governed  Associations,  would  do  well 
to  insist  upon  more  decent  arrangements. 


In  the  absence  of  the  Duchess  of  Atholl,  the 
Countess  of  Mar  and  Kellie  opened  the  splen- 
didly organised  garden  fete  recently  held  at 
Monzie  Castle,  Crieff,  in  support  of  the  Home 
for  Aged  and  Retired  Nurses,  which  has  been 
established  in  Glasgx>w,  to  serve  the  West  of 
Scotland  area,  under  the  auspices  of  the  King 
Edward  VII  Memorial  Fund  for  Nurses.  The 
scheme  owes  its  inception  and  the  progress 
which  has  been  made  so  far  in  a  large  degfree 
to  the  very  active  interest  of  Mrs.  M'Cowan, 
the  wife  of  the  owner  of  Monzie  Castle,  Coun- 
cillor David  M'Cowan,  Glasgx>w.  Mrs. 
M'Cowan  is  convener  of  the  committee  respon- 
sible for  the  establishment  of  the  Home,  and 
as  such  she  formally  accepted  about  six  months 
ago  the  custody  of  Hazelwood  House,  Dum- 
breck,  which  is  now  being-  adapted  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  scheme. 

Hazelwood  House  was  presented  some  years 
ago  to  the  Scottish  Branch  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society,  who  used  it  during  the  war  as 
an  auxiliary  hospital,  and  later  as  a  training 
centre.  When  it  ceased  to  be  required  for  this 
work  the  Red  Cross  Society  generously  under- 
took to  put  the  building  at  the  disposal  of  the 
committee  by  granting  a  lease  of  it  for  thirty 
years  without  rent.  When  the  Home  is  com- 
pleted it  will  have  accommodation  for  twenty- 
five  nurses,  each  with  a  separate  room.     The 


design  is  that  the  institution  should  serve  as 
a  residence  for  nurses  who  have  retired  from 
the  practice  of  their  profession.  A  similar 
Home  has  been  in  existence  in  Edinburgh  for 
several  years.  It  is  anticipated  that  many  of 
the  nurses,  while  unable  to  live  independently, 
will  be  in  a  position  to  contribute  to  some 
extent  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Home,  but 
the  full  costs  of  the  institution  cannot  be  re- 
covered in  that  way,  and  the  scheme  provides 
for  the  foundation  of  a  reserve  fund,  to  be 
applied  in  making-  good  the  difference  between 
the  revenue  and  the  total  expenditure.  The 
committee  have  already  secured  subscriptions 
amounting  to  over  ;^2o,ooo,  but  a  considerable 
sum  is  still  required  to  make  the  necessary 
alterations  in  the  Home  and  leave  a  balance 
for  future  working.  An  additional  sum  of  at 
least  ;^5,oc)o  was  sougfht,  and  it  was  to  assist 
in  the  acquisition  of  that  aim  that  the  Monzie 
Castle  f^te  was  org-anised. 

Many  appreciative  speeches  were  made  at 
the  F^te.  It  was  universally  acknowledg-ed 
that  rich  and  poor,  all  had  learned  to  value  the 
work  of  nurses,  and  that  public  sympathy  was 
certainly  behind  this  project  to  afford  those 
who  were  not  in  a  position  to  live  indepen- 
dently a  Home  in  which  they  could  pass  in 
peace  and  quiet  and  comfort  the  closing-  period 
of  the  lives  which  they  had  spent  in  bringing 
solace  and  happiness  to  others. 


The  Board  of  Management  of  the  Victoria 
Maternity  Hospital,  Pretoria,  have  awarded  a 
gold  medal  to  Nurse  Trougfhton,  who  attained 
the  first  place  in  the  Transvaal  Nursing-  Ex- 
amination last  session,  and  a  silver  medal  to 
Nurse  Sutton,  who  came  out  third.  Both 
nurses  received  their  g-eneral  training-  at  the 
Addington  Hospital,  Durban. 


A    RE=UNION    AT    WHIPPS    CROSS 
HOSPITAL. 

Dr.  Muir,  Medical  Superintendent  and  Miss 
L.  S.  Clark,  Matron  of  the  Whipps  Cross  Hospital, 
Leytonstone,  E.,  have  issued  an  invitation  to  a 
Re-union  on  Friday,  October  20th,  to  all  Whipps 
Cross  Nurses.  The  Bishop  of  Barking  has  kindly 
consented  to  give  an  address  in  the  Hospitjil 
Chapel  at  4  p.m.  The  Matron  invites  all  those 
who  hope  to  attend  to  send  her  a  postcard,  and 
notifies  that  arrangements  can  be  made  to  put  up 
a  limited  number  of  nurses  who  are  unable  to 
return  the  same  night  due  to  distance. 

We  have  no  doubt  Whipps  Cross  nurses  wiU 
flock  to  their  old  Training  School  which  they  hold 
in  great  affection. 
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THE  INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL 
OF  NURSES. 

No  delegate  from  China  was  able  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  International  CouncU  of  Nurses 
at  Copenhagen  and  the  Report  sent  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Nurses'  Association  of  China,  Miss 
Louise  A.  Schlecker,  R.N.,  was  read  by  Miss 
Munck. 

NURSES'    ASSOCIATION    OF    CHINA 

(which  at  present  has  about  700,  members). 

Constitution. 
Section  I.     Name. 

This  organisation  shall  be  known  as  the  Nurses* 
Association  of  China. 

Section  II.     Purpose. 

1.  To  promote  fellowship  among  its  members  ; 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  nurses'  calling  ; 
for  mutual  help  and  comfort  in  times  of  illness, 
discouragement,  or  misfortune. 

2.  To  raise  the  standard  of  hospital  training 
in  China  by  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  course  of 
study  and  examination  for  the  Chinese. 

Section   III.     Membership. 

I  {a).  Members  must  be  graduates  of  accredited 
schools  connected  with  general  hospitals  having 
a  daily  average  of  thirty  patients  or  over,  and  a 
continuous  training  of  not  less  than  two  years. 
The  training  must  include  practical  experience  in 
caring  for  men,  women  and  children,  together  with 
theoretical  and  practical  instruction  in  medical, 
surgical,  obstetrical  and  children's  nursing. 

(b) .  Associate  members  ;  such  partially  trained 
nurses  as  are  in  charge  of  hospitals  and  training 
schools  for  nurses  in  this  country.  Associate 
members  are  not  eligible  for  election  as  officers  or 
members  of  the  Registration  Committee,  and  have 
no  vote  at  business  Sessions. 

2.  Chinese  membership.  Qualified  nurses  hold- 
ing the  diploma  or  certificate  of  schools  of  nursing 
registered  under  the  Committee  on  Nursing  Educa- 
tion who  have  successfully  passed  the  examina- 
tions and  received  the  diploma  of  the  N.A.C. 

3.  Applications  for  membership  to  be  made  to 
the  secretary,  and  by  her  to  be  presented  to  the 
membership  Committee. 

4.  The  membership  Committee  shall  decide  as 
to  the  eligibility  of  applicants  for  membership. 

Section  IV.     Officers. 

1.  The  officers  shall  be  :    the  President ;    Vice- 
d^       President,  General  Secretary,  Editorial  Secretary, 

Treasurer. 

2.  There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Nursing 
Education,  which  shall  consist  of  six  members, 
four  of  whom  shall  be  chairmen  of  sub-committees. 
All  members  shall  be  nurses  giving  full  time  to 
training  nurses. 

3.  The  officers  of  the  Association,  together  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Nursing  Educa- 
tion, shall  form  the  Executive  Committee. 

4.  Four  members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  form  a  quorum. 


5.  The  officers  of  the  Association  and  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Nursing  Education 
shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  at  the  Conference 
business  meeting,  and  shall  serve  two  years,  or 
until  successors  are  elected. 

6.  The  secretary  may  appoint  an  assistant 
secretary  as  needed. 

Section  V.     Duties  of  Officers. 

1.  The  president  shall  preside  at  all  meetings 
of  the  Association  and  shall  be  a  member  ex-officio 
of  all  the  Standing  Committees. 

2.  The  vice-president  shall  preside  in  the  absence 
of  the  president  and  with  full  power  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

3.  The  general  secretary  shall  keep  the  minutes 
of  the  meetings  and  a  record  of  membership  ; 
conduct  all  correspondence  not  relating  to  editorial 
work ;  send  notices  of  meetings  ;  and  perform 
the  duties  usually  pertaining  to  that  office,  with 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
Executive  Committee. 

4.  The  editorial  secretary  shall  receive  and 
collect  items  of  interest  and  articles  on  various 
subjects,  and  arrange  them  for  publication  in  the 
magazines. 

3.  The  treasurer  shall  receive  and  collect,  hold 
and  pay  out  all  moneys  of  the  Association,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
She  shall  keep  a  correct  account  in  detail  of  all 
money  received  and  expended  by  her,  and  carefully 
preserve  vouchers  of  the  same,  and  shall  render 
her  report  in  writing  at  the  biennial  meeting. 

6.  The  President  shall  appoint  two-  auditors 
from  the  Executive  Committee  at  the  biennial 
meeting.  The  auditors  shall  audit  all  bills  and 
accounts  of  the  treasurer,  and  report  in  writing 
at  the  biennial  meeting  whether  they  be  correct. 

7.  No  paid  workers  under  the  Association  (other 
than  a  secretary)  are  eligible  for  election  as  officers 
or  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

II.    Committee  on  Nursing  Education. 

Aim  and  Duties. — To  promote  the  elevation  of 
nursing  standards,  to  have  charge  of  all  matters 
in  the  N.A.C.  relating  to  nursing  education,  schools 
of  nursing,  books  and  text-books  on  nursing. 

Membership. — Members  shall  be  full  members  of 
the  N.A.C.  who  are  superintendents  of  schools  of 
nursing,  or  nurses  giving  full  time  to  the  training 
of  nurses. 

It  shall  consist  of  six  members  with  the  President 
of  the  N.A.C.  as  an  ex-officio  member.  Three 
members  shall  serve  two  years,  three  members 
four  years,  and  thereafter  their  successors  shall 
be  nominated  by  the  Committee  on  Nursing 
Education  and  elected  by  the  N.A.C.  to  serve  for 
four  years. 

There  shall  be  a  Sub-Committee  on  each  of  the 
following  : — 

1.  Translation. 

2.  Examination. 

3.  Registration  of  Schools. 

4.  Curriculum. 
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I-  These  sub-committees  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Committee  on  Nursing  Education  with  one 
of  its  members  as  chairman. 

1.  Translation  Qjmmittee.     5. 

To  approve  books  for  translation. 
To  edit  books  for  translation. 
To  arrange  for  publication. 

2.  Curriculum   Committee.     3. 

To  revise  and  promulgate  in  detail  a  standard 
curriculum  for  schools  of  nurses  in  China 
and  to  revise  this  curriculum  as  necessary 
to  keep  abreast  of  progress. 

3.  Registration  of  Schools  of  Nurses.     4. 
I  for  the  North. 

I  for  the  South. 

I  for  the  East. 

I  for  the  West. 

To  formulate  regulations  for  the  registration 
of  schools  and  pass  on  all  applications, 
and  to  recommend  schools  for  certificate 
to  the   Secretary  of  the  N.A.C. 

4.  Examinations.  To  consist  of  a  chairman, 
and,  ex-officio,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Education  and  the  eight  (8)  examiners  of 
the  N.A.C.     They  shaH 

{a)  Set  examination  questions  (which  shall 
be  approved  by  the  chairman  and  the 
chairman  of  the  Education  Committee). 

(6)  Pass  on  the  acceptance  of  candidates. 

(c)  Set  rules  for  examinations  which  shall 
be  approved  by  the  N.A.C. 

III.     Local  Organisations. 
We  recommend  that  Section  XII  stand  as  it  is, 
but  we  make  the  following  recommendations  for 
carrying  it  into  effect : — 

No.  I.     For  Chinese  Nurses. 

a.  We  recommend  that  some  foreign  member  of 
the  N.A.C.  shall  be  appointed  in  each  section  of 
the  country  (as  North,  West,  Central,  and  South 
China)  to  arouse  interest  in  the  formation  of 
Local  Auxiliaries  for  Chinese  nurses. 

b.  That  there  shall  be  no  rule  for  the  conduct  of 
•         these  Auxiliaries  only  that  all  members  shall  be 

full  members  of  the  N.A.C. 

c.  That  each  Auxiliary  shall  be  free  to  carry  on  its 
work  in  the  way  that  best  meets  the  local  needs. 

d.  That  this  person  appointed  by  the  N.A.C.  shall 
notify  the  General  Secretary  of  the  N.A.C.  of 
the  formation  of  a  new  Auxiliary. 

No.  2.     For  Foreign  Nurses. 

We  recommend  that  China  shall  be  divided  into 
North,  Central,  West,  and  South  China  for  the 
formation  of  branches  of  the  N.A.C,  that  these 
branches  shall  be  for  foreign  nurses  primarily ; 
that  meetings  shall  be  held  at  least  once  a  year 
and  oftener  if  possible  at  such  times  and  places  as 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  direct. 
Section  VI.     Duties  of  Committee  on  Registration. 

1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on 
Registration  to  investigate  into  the  intellectual 
training,  moral  standard,  and  hospital  discipline  of 
all  hospital  institutions  under  missionary,  govern- 
ment, or  private  control,  which  may  desire  to 
register  under  the  Executive  Committee. 


2.  Charges  against  members  shall  be  made  in 
writing  and  duly  signed  and  sent  to  the  secretary 
only.  The  secretary  shaU  lay  the  matter  before  the 
Registration  Committee.  After  due  investigation 
Registration  Committee  shall  report  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  If  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  decide  that  a  member  has  been  guilty  of 
conduct  unbecoming  a  nurse,  she  shall  be  dropped 
from  the  list  of  members. 

Section  VII.     Standard. 

The  Association  decides  that  all  hospitals  regis- 
tering under  the  Executive  Committee  shall  adopt 
the  uniform  course  of  study  and  examinations 
required  by  the  Nurses'  Association  of  China. 

Section  VIII.     Meetings. 

1.  The  biennial  meeting  shall  be  held  at  such 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
President. 

2.  Series  of  meetings  shall  be  called  and  arranged 
for  from  time  to  time  as  shaU  be  deemed  advisable  ; 
such  meetings  to  be  arranged  for  by  the  President 
or  by  three  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Section  IX.     Fees. 

1.  Foreign  Members. — The  annual  assessment 
shall  be  two  dollars  ($2.00),  payable  at  Chinese 
New  Year. 

2.  Chinese  Members. — The  annual  assessment 
shall  be  sixty  cents  (60  cents),  payable  at  the  time 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  local  organisation. 

3.  No  membership  ticket  shall  be  issued  until 
the  first  assessment  is  paid.  There  shall  be  no 
initiation  fee. 

4.  Any  member  who  fails  to  pay  annual  assess- 
ment for  two  years  shall  be  considered  suspended 
untU  payment  has  been  made. 

5.  All  money  from  assessments  shall  constitute 
the  general  expense  fund. 

Section  X. 

1.  Anyone  knowing  of  the  death  of  a  member, 
or  of  a  member  needing  help  or  comfort,  shall  make 
it  known  to  the  secretary  of  her  branch. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members  promptly  to 
report  change  of  residence  and  to  attend  all 
meetings  of  the  Association  when  possible. 

3.  The  list  of  members  shall  be  read  at  the 
Biennial  Business  Meeting  for  revision. 

Section  XI. 

The  Association  may  make  such  rules  as  are 
necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this 
constitution,  and  also  to  regulate  the  proceedings 
of  its  officers  and  committees,  providing  the  same 
do  not  conflict  with  the  instrument. 

Section  XII. 

Notice  of  any  change  in  the  constitution  must 
be  given  one  year  in  advance,  and  may  be  made  by 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  the  members  present. 

Section  XIII.     Local  Organisations. 

I.  Local  branches  should  be  formed  wherever 
possible.  They  are  advised  to  constitute  them- 
selves along  the  lines  of  the  central  organisation. 
They  should  arrange  for  regular  meetings. 
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2.  The  president  of  the  local  branch  shall  be 
the  secretary  to  correspond  with  the  central 
organisation.  Any  papers  or  matters  of  local 
interest  should  be  sent  by  her  to  the  general 
secretary. 

3.  In  all  cases  requiring  investigation  with  a 
view  to  discipline,  the  president  of  the  local  branch 
should  communicate  with  the  general  secretary. 

4.  Local  committees  are  urged  to  encourage 
members  to  write  papers  and  to  report  cases  of 
special  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association 
at  large. 

5.  Nurses  in  training  may  attend  meetings  as 
visitors,  but  wiU  have  no  vote  and  will  be  charged 
no  fees. 

{To  be  concluded.) 


EAST    SUFFOLK   AND    IPSWICH 
HOSPITAL. 


ULSTER    NURSING   AND    MIDWIVES 
COUNCIL. 

The  Ministry  of  Home  Affairs  has  appointed 
the  following  to  be  the  General  Nursing  and 
Midwives  Council  for  Northern  Ireland  : — Colonel 
WiUiam  R.  Dawson,  M.D.,  chief  medical  officer. 
Ministry  of  Home  Affairs ;  Mr.  Robert  James 
Johnstone,  M.P..  F.R.C.S.,  Belfast;  Professor 
Charles  Gibson  Lowry,  F.R.C.S.I,,  Belfast ;  Miss 
Jeannie  H.  KeUy,  matron,  Incorporated  Maternity 
Hospital,  Belfast ;  Miss  Elizabeth  F.  Tate, 
matron,  Ulster  Hospital  for  Children  and  Women, 
Belfast ;  Miss  Anne  Elizabeth  Musson,  matron. 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Belfast ;  Miss  Alphonsus- 
Mary  Curtin,  lady  superintendent.  Mater  Infi- 
morum  Hospital,  Belfast ;  Miss  Mary  Harkin, 
matron,  Down  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Down- 
patrick  ;  Miss  Mary  E.  Campbell,  lady  superin- 
tendent. Union  Workhouse,  Belfast ;  and  one 
other  person  to  be  appointed  subsequently  repre- 
sentative of  county  and  county  borough  councils. 
The  above  hold  office  until  June,  1925. 

MEETINQ     OF    COUNCIL. 

Meeting  of  Joint  Nursing  and  Midwife  Council, 
held  at  Donegall  Square,  Belfast,  Friday 
September,   1922. 

Present : — Miss  Mussen,  Royal  Victoria  Hos- 
pital ;  Miss  Harkin,  Co.  Asylum ;  Miss  KeUy, 
Maternity ;  Miss  Campbell,  Union  Infirmary ; 
Miss  Tate,  Templemore  Avenue  ;  Colonel  Dawson, 
C.M.O.  ;  and  Dr.  Johnston.  Major  Harris,  D.S.O., 
was  also  in  attendance. 

Colonel  Dawson,  C.M.O.,  was  unanimously 
appointed  chairman. 

Arrangements  are  being  proceeded  with  to 
have  the  Nurses  of  Northern  Ireland  registered. 
Other  business  having  been  transacted  the  meeting 
adjourned  until  October  3rd,  1922. 


BOTULISM     INQUIRY. 

The  inquiry  under  the  Fatal  Accident  Inquiry 
Acts  into  the  recent  poisoning  tragedy  at  Loch 
Maree,  when  eight  people  died,  it  is  believed  of 
botulism,  is  being  held  at  Dingwall. 


NURSES'    ANNUAL    PRIZE    DAY. 

The  nursing  staff  of  the  East  Suffolk  and  Ipswich 
Hospital,  numbering  102,  and  augmented  by  several 
old  members  of  this  excellent  nursing  school  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  assembled  in  the  class-room  of  the 
Hospital  on  August  31st  to  hear  the  reports  of  the 
examiners,  to  hear  the  awards,  and  to  receive  the  much 
coveted  prizes.  Mr.  B.  W.  Elkington  (the  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Management)  presided,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  Dr.  F.  F.  Ward  (representing  the  Visiting 
Staff),  Mr.  E.  A.  Oliver  (Chairman  of  the  Employees' 
Organisation),  Miss  K.  V.  S.  Merriman  (the  Matron), 
the  Rev.  T.  Hejrwood  (the  Chaplain),  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Griffiths  (Secretary). 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  glad  the  prize-giving  was 
associated  with  the  meeting  of  the  Nurses'  League, 
which  was  the  occasion  of  a  great  reunion  of  the  old 
and  new  members  of  the  nursing  staff  of  the  Hospital. 
He  was  particularly  pleased  to  witness  in  their  midst 
that  day  their  old  Matron,  Miss  M.  Deane.  Doubtless 
some  of  the  nurses  might  think  that  the  examiners  had 
been  somewhat  sparing  in  their  praise  ;  but  they  must 
remember  that  the  new  curriculum  laid  down  by  the 
General  Council  of  Nursing  of  Great  Britain  was  of  a 
much  higher  standard  than  anything  which  had  ever 
gone  before,  and  called  forth  their  greatest  energies  if 
they  would  attain  success.  Enormous  strides  had  been 
made  in  bringing  up  the  standard  of  efficiency,  and 
even  the  nurses  who  were  just  completing  their  four- 
years'  course  would  recognise  the  advancement  that 
had  been  made  even  in  the  last  four  years.  He 
welcomed  amongst  them  the  two  Danish  nurses  who 
had  come  over  from  their  native  land  to  acquire  English 
methods,  the  better  to  equip  themselves  for  the  pro- 
fession they  had  adopted  by  a  thorough  understanding 
of  the  best  system  of  nursing.  It  showed  great  courage 
and  enterprise  on  the  part  of  these  two  young  ladies. 
He  then  called  upon  the  Matron,  Miss  Merriman, 
R.R.C.,  as  head  of  the  Nursing  School,  for  a  resum6  of 
the  reports  of  the  examiners. 

Miss  Merriman,  who  on  rising  to  present  the  report 
was  greeted  with  applause,  presented  a  statistical 
statement  of  the  examinations. 

The  examinations  of  the  nurses  had  been  conducted 
by  three  London  examiners,  on  practical  nursing,  by 
Miss  A.  Millicent  Ashdown,  on  medicine  by  Dr.  T. 
Grainger  Stewart,  and^  in  surgical  nursing  by  Mr. 
Russell  Howard.  In  the  surgical  examination  all  the 
22  candidates  passed,  with  the  exception  of  two.  The 
examiner  stated  "  the  oral  examination  was  better 
than  the  written,  and  attributes  it  to  the  very  careful 
and  systematic  teaching  in  the  classes,  and  thorough 
instruction  in  the  wards."  In  the  medical  exami- 
nations Dr.  Grainger  Stewart  examined  22  nurses,  of 
whom  20  passed.  The  examiner,  in  his  report,  stated  : 
"  Speaking  generally,  the  answers  were  good,  and  free 
from  any  serious  mistakes,  and  the  answers  given  were 
all  to  the  point  and  clearly  expresssd.  The  nurses  at 
the  East  Suffolk  Hospital  have  been  well  taught,  in 
that  they  have  been  led  to  apply  their  theoretical  know- 
ledge to  help  them  to  understand  the  importance  of 
noting  various  clinical  symptoms,  and  the  factors 
underlying  their  production." 

The  examination  in  practical  nursing  held  by  Miss 
Ashdown  resulted  in  all  the  candidates  passing,  with 
the  exception  of  two.  The  examiner  stated  :  ' '  Taking 
into  consideration  the  fact  that  this  is  the  first  exami- 
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nation  held  in  practical  nursing  at  the  Hospital,  I 
may  describe  the  work  as  good."  In  conclusion  the 
examiner  stated :  "  The  work  compares  favourably 
with  the  first  examinations  held  at  other  training 
schools,  and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  will  much 
improve  when  the  spirit  of  competition  is  aroused,  as 
is  always  the  case  in  an  examination  of  this  sort." 

Miss  Merriman  commented  on  this  by  stating  she 
was  confident  the  nurses  would  try  to  prove  the  correct- 
ness of  Miss  Ashdown's  statement.  The  results  of  the 
massage  examinations  were  more  encouraging  this  year. 
All  the  entrants  passed  except  one,  who  failed  in 
anatomy  only.  Two  nurses  who  had  recently  left  this 
Training  School  had  since  passed  the  examination  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

The  Matron  gave  the  best  results  in  the  various 
examinations  as  follow ; — In  surgical  nursing.  Nurse 
F.  Ford  83  per  cent,  and  Nurse  F.  Buckman  82  per 
cent. ;  in  medical  nursing.  Nurse  Bell  79  per  cent,  and 
Nurses  F.  Buckman  and  Barlas  75  per  cent. ;  in 
practical  nursing.  Nurse  Humfress  75  per  cent,  and 
Nurse  Chadwick  74  per  cent. ;  in  the  Junior  Nurses' 
Class,  Nurse  Delaney  89  per  cent,  and  Nurse  Bennett 
88  per  cent. 

Miss  Merriman  spoke  to  the  nurses  of  their  new 
Nurses'  Home — the  addition  to  Norton  House,  which 
was  now  in  the  course  of  erection,  and  congratulated 
them  that  a  donation  of  £40  had  been  handed  over  to 
the  nurses  as  a  result  of  the  amount  received  from  the 
opening  of  the  tennis  court.  In  conclusion  she  quoted 
the  words  of  Archdeacon  Holmes  as  a  motto  for  the 
nurses — 

"Upon  the  weU-doing  of  each 
Depends  the  well-being  of  the  whole." 

She  felt  confident  that  this,  put  into  practice,  would 
ensure  all  that  they  hoped  and  looked  for  in  their 
training  school. 

The  Chairman  then  presented  the  prizes  and  medals, 
and  in  doing  so  stated  that  the  gold  and  silver  medals 
were  competitive,  and  were  won  by  marks  gained  on 
the  first  two  examinations,  plus  the  marks  awarded  for 
three  years'  work  in  the  wards.  The  awards  were  as 
follows  : — Gold  medal.  Nurse  Humfress  ;  silver  medal. 
Nurse  Thomas ;  bronze  medals,  Nurse  Barber,  Nurse 
Ebdon,  and  Nurse  Jay. 

The  Matron's  prize  is  won  by  the  candidate  who,  in 
the  Matron's  opinion,  is  the  best  all-round  nurse.  This 
•  prize  went  to  Nurse  Humfress. 

We  feel  sure  the  nurses  trained  and  prepared  at  the 
East  Suffolk  and  Ipswich  Hospital  will,  in  the  future, 
prove  excellent  candidates  when  examined  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  the  Certificate  qualifying 
them  for  State  Registration. 


LEAGUE    NEWS. 


BRADFORD    ROYAL    INFIRMARY. 

The  Council  of  the  Bradford  Royal  Infirmary 
Nurses'  League,  at  their  meeting  on  Saturday, 
September  2nd,  wishing  to  emphasize  the  import- 
axice  of  practical  work,  decided  to  give  an  annual 
prize  to  the  nurse  who  had  obtained  the  greatest 
number  of  marks  for  practical  nursing  during 
the  whole  of  her  training. 

The  prize  will  be  a  handsome  travelling  clock 
engraved  with  a  suitable  inscription. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

Bath  Eye  Infirmary. — -Miss  Isabel  Chaplin  has  been 
appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Wigan,  after  previous  three  years'  experi- 
ence at  the  Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital.  Miss  I. 
Chaphn  has  subsequently  held  the  following  appoint- 
ments :  Out-patients',  Ward,  and  Theatre  Sister, 
Bradford  Eve  and  Ear  Hospital ;  Ophthalmic  Sister, 
King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Cardiff ;  and  Matron, 
Weymouth  and  Dorset  County  Eye  Hospital. 
HOME  SISTER. 

Princess  Mary's  Hospital  lor  Children,  Cliftonville, 
Margate. — Miss  R.  Rankin  has  been  appointed  Home 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  King's  College  Hospital, 
London,  and  has  held  the  position  of  Sister  at  Victoria 
Park  Hospital,  E.,  and  at  Princess  Mary's  Hospital 
for  Children,  Margate,  and  of  Staff  Nurse  in  the  Terri- 
torial Force  Nursing  Service. 
SISTER. 

London    Homeopathic    Hospital,    W.C.— Miss    Grace 

E.  Simmons  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  Kingsland  Road, 
and  has  been  Sister  at  the  Central  London  Throat, 
Nose,  and  Ear  Hospital,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C. 

East   Suffolk   and   Ipswich   Hospital,    Ipswich.— Miss 

F.  Gough  has  been  appointed  Sister  of  the  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat  Wards.  She  was  trained  at  Charing  Cross 
Hospital,  where  she  held  the  positions  of  Ward  and 
Outpatient  Sister,  and  at  the  Samaritan  Hospital  for 
Women. 

THEATRE    SISTER. 

Royal  Portsmouth  Hospital,     Portsmouth.— Miss  M. 

Betts  has  been  appointed  Theatre  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sheffield. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBIUEE     INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Adelia  M.  Lansdown  is  appointed  to  Dorset 
C.N.A.,  as  Assistant  Superintendent ;  Mrs.  Ellen 
Allison  to  Stocksbridge ;  Miss  Grace  M.  Dann  to 
Reigate;  Miss  Dorothy  M.  Lodge  to  Central  St. 
Pancras  ;  Miss  Mary  McCann  to  Widnes  ;  Miss  Jean 
Martindale  to  Bumeside ;  Miss  Mary  C.  Neary  to 
Harrogate.  _ 

THE    PASSING   BELL. 

A    NOTABLE    HOSPITAL   OFFICIAL, 

I  record  with  very  sincere  regret  the  death  of  Mr. 
W.  H.  Cross,  J. P.,  who  has  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
87,  and  who  was  for  all  the  best  working  years  of  his 
life.  Clerk  to  the  Governors  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  E.C.,  for  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years,  a 
position  from  which  he  retired  in  1905-  Mr.  Cross 
was  a  very  exceptional  personaUty,  a  keen  business 
man,  of  most  tactful  and  generous  disposition.  He 
hved  within  the  gates  of  the  ancient  foundation  in 
Smithfield  in  great  domestic  happiness  surrounded 
(together  with  his  charming  wife)  by  a  quiverful  of 
nine  happy  handsome  children,  several  of  whom 
became  associated  with  the  work  of  the  hospital,  in  its 
clerical,  medical  and  nursing  departments. 

Mr.  Cross  was  Clerk  when  I  was  appointed  Matron 
and  Superintendent  of  Nursing  of  the  Hospital  in 
1881,  and  we  worked  together  in  the  utmost  harmony 
for  upwards  of  six  years.  His  fatherly  advice  was 
always  at  my  disposal,  but  I  owe  him  an  everlasting 
debt  of  gratitude  that  he  never  on  any  occasion 
damped  down  the  aspirations  of  an  ardent  spirit, 
but  with  extraordinary    kindness    supported  sugges- 


J  7© 


Zbc  36riti6b  Journal  of  iRursing.     September  9,  1922 


tions  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Nursing  Depart- 
ment  and   the  welfare  of  the  patients. 

Mr.  Cross  was  one  of  the  old  type  of  officials  whose 
dignified  relations  with  the  Treasurer  and  Almoners 
in^Committee  was  a  lesson  to  the  modern  bureaucrat. 
Suave,  persuasive,  full  of  ripe  knowledge,  it  was 
always  a  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  him  when 
difficulties  arose — as  they  were  always  smoothed  out 
with  marvellous  dexterity  and  good  feeling. 

Some  day  when  I  have  time  to  write  a  few  memoirs, 
I  propose  to  devote  a  chapter  to  my  association  with 
Mr.  W.  H.  Cross,  for  whom  I  have  always  retained 
admiration  and  warm  affection.  E.  G.  F. 


THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 


South  African  nursing  has  sustained  a  big  loss  in 
the  death,  which  occurred  at  Durbanville,  of  Miss 
Damon,  for  more  than  twenty  years  Matron  of  the 
Victoria  Nurses'  Institute.  She  had  much  to  do  with 
the  growth  of  this  organisation,  which  to-day  is  highly 
esteemed  by  the  medical  profession,  and  safeguards 
the  interests  of  the  nursing  community.  Miss  Damon 
was  born  in  England  in  1S53,  being  the  daughter  of 
Captain  Damon,  who  fought  in  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar. 
Settling  in  South  Africa  forty  years  back.  Miss  Damon 
became  Matron  at  Zonnebloom  College,  and  subse- 
quently occupied  other  responsible  posts  with  great 
credit  to  herself.  She  served  in  the  Boer  War,  receiving 
a  medal  for  her  service.  A  large  circle  of  friends  mourn 
the  loss  of  one  who  was  an  ornament  to  her  profession. 


A  FATAL   DECISION. 

Efforts  were  made  at  the  fortnightly  meeting 
of  the  Bolton  Board  of  Guardians  (Councillor  W. 
Grundy  presiding)  to  justify  a  recommendation 
of  the  Townleys  Hospital  Committee  that  a  Sister- 
Tutor  be  advertised  for  at  a  salary  of  ;^250  per 
annum  (non-resident).  Unfortunately  a  motion 
by  Mr.  R.  Hargreaves  that  the  matter  be  referred 
back  was  carried  by  a  large  majority.  He  did 
not  think  the  appointment  advisable. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Barnes  pointed  out  that  the  training 
of  nurses  under  the  syllabus  prescribed  by  the 
Nursing  Council  was  nowadays  entirely  different 
from  what  it  used  to  be  a  few  years  ago  when  the 
sister-in-charge  was  perfectly  capable  of  doing  all 
the  necessary  training.  It  was  now  quite  impos- 
sible for  an  ordinary  sister-in-charge  or  a  matron 
with  other  work  on  her  hands  to  give  the  necessary- 
instruction.  She  did  not  think  it  advisable  that 
probationers  should  have  to  pick  up  knowledge  in 
a  more  or  less  haphazard  way,  and  the  Board 
should  also  bear  in  mind  that  nowadays  they  were 
not  getting  quite  the  class  of  girl  for  such  work 
as  used  to  be  the  case.  They  needed  far  more 
education.  As  the  matron  of  another  large 
hospital  recently  reminded  her,  there  were  now 
so  many  different  careers  open  to  girls  that  many 
of  those  of  the  more  intelligent  type  who  used  to 
take  up  nursing  were  now  training  for  the  medical 
profession.  She  felt  they  could  get  a  better  class 
of  probationers  if  it  was  known  they  would  get 
the  necessary  training. 

Mr.  F.  Shippobottom,  J. P.  chairman  of  the 
Townleys  Committee,  seconded  the  amendment, 
which  was  carried  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

This  is  a  fatal  decision  which  will  have  to  be 
rescinded  if  Bolton  is  to  rank  as  a  Nurse  Training 
Centre. 


The  Press  is  strongly  in  favour  of  retaining  the 
voluntary  hospital  system,  as  against  State 
control.  Experience  proves  that  patients  prefer 
to  be  treated  in  voluntary  hospitals.  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Social  Democratic  Federation,  Dr. 
EUis  Morgan  asserted  that  the  voluntary  hospitals 
are  bureaucratic  to  a  degree.  But  it  is  argued 
that  State  control  would  be  a  strange  remedy, 
and  furthermore  that  if  there  was  no  other  reason 
against  State  control  this  fact  of  bureaucratic 
methods  should  clinch  the  case  against  the  State 
meddling  with  the  voluntary  hospitals.  That  if 
some  hospitals  are  a  little  bureaucratic,  under 
State  control  they  would  all  be  entirely  bureau- 
cratic. No  one  can  tell  to  what  kind  of  tyrannical 
conditions  people  would  have  to  submit  to  obtain 
treatment. 

Does  an  old-age  pensioner,  whose  treatment  in 
a  workhouse  hospital  is  paid  for  by  relatives,  lose 
his  rights  as  a  citizen,  and  consequently  his  State 
pension  ?  asks  the  Daily  Chronicle. 

This  question  has  come  before  the  Barnet 
Guardians,  who  have  answered  it  in  the  affirmative, 
and  have  been  supported  in  their  attitude  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

In  the  WeUhouse  Hospital,  at  Barnet,  the 
Guardians  set  apart  a  ward  for  paying  patients, 
who  are  received  at  a  minimum  fee  of  two  guineas 
a  week. 

Among  the  patients  recently  admitted  was  an 
old-age  pensioner  from  New  Barnet,  for  whose 
treatment  relatives  regularly  paid  the  weekly  fee. 

The  patient  remained  in  hospital  over  three 
months,  whereupon  the  local  Pensions  Committee 
stopped  his  pension  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
received  treatment  in  a  Poor-law  institution. 

Against  this  decision  the  patient  appealed  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  claiming  that,  as  the  cost 
of  his  maintenance  in  hospital  had  been  fully 
defrayed  privately,  he  could  not  be  classed  as  a 
pauper,  and  therefore  had  not  sacrificed  any  of  his 
rights  as  a  citizen. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Pensions  Committee 
a  letter  was  read  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
upholding  the  action  of  the  committee,  and  stating 
that  the  patient  had  become  disqualified  for 
receipt  of  a  pension  by  receipt  of  Poor-law  relief. 

The  guardians  are  to  be  pressed  to  take  up  the 
matter  with  the  Ministry. 


The  Star  and  Garter  Home  for  Disabled  Sailors 
and  Soldiers,  established  and  hitherto  managed  by 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  has  been  constituted 
an  independent  charity  under  a  scheme  prepared 
by  the  Charity  Commissioners.  Under  its  new 
constitution  the  charity  will  be  administered  by 
a  body  of  governors  comprising  the  former  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  with  Sir  Arthur  Stanley 
as  chairman  and  Sir  William  H.  Bennett  as 
vice-chairman.  The  appointment  of  additional 
governors  is  vested  in  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society.  "' 
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THE  ROYAL  SANITARY  INSTITUTE. 

Women  Health  Visitors  and  Child  Welfare 
Workers. 
The  Council  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  has 
arranged  an  autumn  course  of  lectures  for  Women 
Health  Visitors  and  Child  Welfare  Workers, 
beginning  on  Friday,  September  29th,  at  6  p.m. 


The  Council  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  15 
years  ago  established  an  Examination  for  Health 
Visitors  and  School  Nurses,  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  the  General  Order  of  September, 
1909,  setting  out  the  regulations  as  to  qualification 
and  appointment  of  Health  Visitors,  named  the 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  among 
the  qualifications  for  the  appointment  of  Health 
Visitor,  and  these  qualifications  are  referred  to  in 
their  official  circular  of  August,  191 8,  under  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  Memorandum 
in  July,  1922,  naming  the  present  certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  a  qualification  for 
salary  grant,  provided  the  holder  has  three  years' 
training  in  a  General  Hospital,  or  full  training  in 
a  Children's  Hospital. 

The  Institute  has  decided,  however,  next  year 
to  require  of  all  candidates  for  the  Examination, 
three  years'  Nursing  Training  and  the  C.M.B.,  with 
attendance  at  a  special  course  of  training  for 
Health  Visitors.  The  certificates  granted  by  the 
Institute  will,  therefore,  cover  the  requirements 
for  salary  grant  and  also  the  further  qualifications 
which  are  considered  by  the  Ofiicers  responsible 
for  the  service  to  be  desirable  for  this  office. 

The  fee  for  the  complete  course  of  Lectures  and 
Demonstrations  is  £5  5s. ;  or  for  Part  I,  £^  13s.  6d. ; 
for  Part  II,  £2  2s. 

Full  information  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Secretary  at  the  Institute. 

Candidates  who  desire  to  enter  for  the  Health 
Visitors'  Examination,  or  for  the  Child  Welfare 
Exarnination  must  produce  evidence  of  practical 
training  and  experience,  including  nursing,  as 
required  by  the  regulations  for  each  examination, 
in  addition  to  attending  this  Course  of  Lectures. 


A  TRUE  TALE  WITH  A  MORAL. 

"  Johnny  Head  in  Air." 
We  have  recently  heard  of  the  victimisation  of 
several  nurses.  The  plea  is  usually  one  of  the 
loss  of  a  purse,  and  an  appeal  for  a  loan  to  reach 
home.  The  nurse  generally  gives  help  and  hears 
of  the  beggar  no  more. 

Sometimes,  however,  angels  are  entertained 
unawares. 

Many  years  ago  a  young  nurse  travelled  with  a 
queer-looking  old  woman  in  a  train,  who  upon  the 
request  of  the  ticket-puncher  was  unable  to  find 
her  ticket,  although  she  rummaged  through  bags 
and  pockets.  He  then  required  her  to  hand  over 
money,  some  los.,  for  her  fare.  There  was  more 
rummaging  for  a  purse  which  could  not  be  found. 
The  official  was  irate — the  old  lady  voluble. 


The  nurse  peeped  in  her  own  purse  to  see  if 
there  was  los.  in  it.  It  seldom  contained  as  much. 
She  discovered  the  princely  sum  of  12s.  6d.,  and 
at  once  offered  to  pay  for  the  old  lady's  ticket. 
The  official  hummed  and  hawed,  but  ultimately 
accepted  the  cash  and  handed  over  the  necessary 
slip  of  paper. 

Naturally  the  nurse  expected  an  expression  of 
thanks,  which  she  did  not  receive. 

After  a  somewhat  lengthy  silence,  the  old  woman 
remarked  : — 

"  No  doubt  you  are  satisfied  to  lay  up  for  your- 
self treasure  in  Heaven,  for  that  is  all  you  wiU 
receive  for  helping  a  worthless  old  woman  in  this 
world." 

The  nurse,  whose  altruistic  nature  found  real 
joy  in  kindness  to  others,  explained  this  idiosyn- 
crasy to  her  companion,  who  stared  at  her  in 
amazement,  and  then  asked  for  her  name  and 
address. 

At  a  side  station  the  old  woman  alighted.  She 
was  evidently  well  known.  A  powdered  footman, 
somewhat  disdainfully,  helped  her  out  of  a  third  - 
class  carriage,  the  stationmaster  and  porter  were 
also  at  her  service.  When  seated  in  a  magnificent 
barouche,  waiting  just  outside  the  platform  fence, 
she  waved  her  stick  at  the  nurse,  who  was  flatten- 
ing her  nose  on  the  carriage  window. 
mBy  and  by  to  rest  her  feet  the  nurse  pulled  out 
the  cushion  from  the  opposite  seat,  and  lo  !  and 
behold,  behind  it  glittered  a  long  old-fashioned 
purse  containing  at  one  end  ten  golden  sovereigns, 
kept  in  security  by  a  steel  ring,  at  the  other  the 
ticket.  At  the  earliest  opportunity  she  counted 
the  coins  with  the  guard,  and  told  him  of  the  old 
lady's  loss,  handed  him  the  purse  and  gave  her 
name  and  address.  ^ 

A  few  days  later  she  received  a  registered 
packet  containing  the  purse  and  the  gold,  and  a 
note  with  no  signature  inscribed  : — "  For  a  foolish 
young  woman  with  her  head  in  the  clouds." 

That,  of  course,  was  not  the  end  of  the  story, 
but  the  rest  is  privileged. 


'•^ 


THE  SILENT  TIDE. 

I  heard  Old  Ocean  raise  her  voice  and  cry. 
In  that  still  hour  between  the  night  and  day ; 
I  saw  the  answering  tides,  green-robed  and  grey. 

Turn  to  her  with  a  low,   contented  sigh  ; 

Marching  with  silent  feet  they  passed  me  by. 
For  the  moon  had  taught  them  to  obey. 
And  scarce  a  wavelet  broke  in  fretful  spray. 

As  they  went  forth  to  kiss  the  stooping  sky. 


So,  to  my  heart,  when  the  last  sunray  sleeps. 
And  the  wan  night,  impatient  for  the  moon. 
Throws  her  grey  mantle  over  land  and  sea. 

There  comes  a  call  from  out  Life's  nether  deeps. 
And  tides,  like  some  old  ocean  in  a  swoon, 
Flow  out  in  soundless  majesty  to  thee. 

—From  "  Life."  ' 
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It  is  not  every  day  the  proletariat  can  buy 
bargains  from  a  Queen  of  England.  Queen  Mary 
visited  the  sale  of  work  last  Saturday  in  the 
grounds  of  Balmoral  Castle,  in  aid  of  Crathie 
Parish  Church'  Women's  Guild  and  ex-Service 
Men's  Club,  and  took  up  a  position  behind  the 
counters.  Here  Her  Majesty  acted  as  a  sales- 
woman, and  of  course  there  was  a  great  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  public  to  secure  articles  from 
Royal  hands.  The  Queen  also  sold  flowers  outside 
the  refreshment  marquee,  and  remained  altogether 
for^three  hours  at  the  sale.  We  live  in  democratic 
days,  indeed  ! 


The  King  on  Sunday  unveiled  the  beautiful 
memorial,'of  Inver  granite  erected  near  the  entrance 
gate  to  Balmoral  Castle  in  memory  of  the  twenty- 
eight  men  from  the  estate  who  lost  their  lives  in 
the  war.  It  was  a  very  touching  ceremony, 
the  Balmoral  pipers -played  "  The  Flowers  of  the 
Forest,"  and  the  King  laid  a  wreath  of  white 
heather  on  the  memorial. 


The  Trades  Union  Congress  is  meeting  at 
Southport  this  week,  and  union  losses  and  unem- 
plo3anent  are  being  seriously  considered.  The 
Right  Hon.  J.  R.  Clynes,  M.P.,  had  an  admirable 
foreword  in  Monday's  Times,  which  concluded 
with  the  following  warning  in  referring  to  the 
programme  : — 

"  Education  and  housing  will  take  a  front  place. 
Labour  considers  that  no  saving  on  education 
could  bring  about  real  economy,  and  an  ignorant 
democracy  is  the  greatest  danger  to  the  State. 
The  unblushing  assurance  of  the  Minister  of 
Health  that  the  housing  policy  of  the  Government 
is  adequate  has  enraged  many  thousands  of 
workers  who,  on  returning  from  the  war,  find 
themselves  without  a  home  and  with  little  prospect 
of  getting][one." 

Bad  housing  conditions  mean  bad  health,  low 
morals  and  bad  blood.  No  class  realises  this 
more  than  our  Public  Health  and  District  Nurses. 


The  Prime  Minister  has  consented  to  receive  at 
the  beginning  of  October  a  deputation  organised 
by  the  National  Union  of  Societies  for  Equal 
Citizenship  to  present  to  him  a  memorial,  signed 
by  222  members  of  Parliament  and  a  large  number 
of  nationally  organised  associations,  asking  that 
the  Government  carry  before  the  General  Election 
legislation  which  wiU  give  women  the  vote  on  the 
same  terms  as  men. 


The  English  memorial  to  Saint  Joan  of  Arc, 
which  is  to  take  the  form  of  a  canopied  statue  in 
Winchester  Cathedral,  will  probably  not  be  ready 
for  dedication  until  next  spring.  All  the  money 
required  has  now  been  received,  and  the  com- 
mittee have,  therefore,  put  the  work  in  hand. 


THE    HOLY    TREE.* 

This  charming  book  deserves  all  praise,  depict- 
ing as  it  does  human  nature  so  truly,  in  such 
poetic  language,  and  with  such  poignant  sym- 
pathy. The  loving  heart  of  the  young  Irish  girl, 
with  its  frailty  and  its  deeply  laid  religious  in- 
stincts, diverted  from  its  ideals  and  forced  into 
uncongenial  marriage,  is  the  theme  of  this  most 
appealing  romance. 

It  is  written  in  musical  dialect,  not  overdrawn 
or  tiresome  in  any  way,  hut  with  a  lulling  lilt 
that  hypnotises  the  reader. 

"  What  in  the  name  of  heaven  is  making  them 
all  so  cantankerous,  and  it  May  Day  and  all?  " 

Ann  Logan  laughed  the  question  at  the  row  of 
lustre  jugs  hanging  from  the  top  shelf  of  the 
dresser,  a  slight  twist  in  her  smile,  dtoubt  in  her 
soft  voice. 

"Going  out  in  the  rain  in  your  new  cotton? 
Every  penny  of  thruppence  three  farthings  a  yard 
within  at  Brannigan's.  Take  it  off,  I  tell  you, 
and  put  on  your  linsey. " 

Mrs.  Logan  spoke  in  anger  to  the  pot  of  Indian 
meal  stirabout  hissing  on  the  open  hearth. 

"  Let  the  girl  be,  woman.  What's  in  a  drop  of 
rain?  And  it  clearing,  too.  At  the  worst  can't 
you  give  her  the  loan  of  your  hood  cloak?  " 

Old  Pat  Logan  spoke  in  a  quiet  voice  to  the  sea 
bellowing  beyond  the  poplar  trees  at  the  end  of 
the  lawn. 

The  three  of  them — the  laughing  girl,  the  can- 
tankerous, grasping  mother,  the  saintly  old  man. 

Ann  had  set  her  heart  on  going  to  eight  o'clock 
Mass  to  deck  the  Mother  of  God,  and  it  the  holy 
month  of  May,  with  the  finest  flowers  in  the 
whole  parish. 

Before  the  day  was  over  she  had  agreed  to  be 
sold  to  Joe,  "  a  decent  man,"  to  save  the  roof  over 
her  old  grandfather's  head — he  willing  to  give  a 
hundred  pounds  to  save  them  from  ruin. 

"  Joe  had  all  them  virtues.  He  wouldn't  let  a 
thing  go  out  of  repair.  God!  if  she  only  knew 
what  to  do  !  Selling  her  like  a  pig.  And  she'd 
never  roam  the  Bruagh  mountains  now  with  the 
man  of  her  dreams.  It  was  often  she  had  planned 
it,  and  they  calling  her  from  across  the  plain  and 
she  on  the  top  of  Knockbrack  of  an  evening,  a 
sort  of  purple  haze  on  them  that  tugged  the 
heart.  And  he'd  feel  the  same.  Not  a  rush  on 
the  roadside  that  they  wouldn't  make  love  out  of. 
There'd  be  glens  with  green  water  rushing  down 
them  singing  what  was  in  her  heart  and  his. 
And  the  walk  home  under  the  stars.  She  pressed 
her  face  against  the  grass  and  wished  she  was 
dead.  The  very  thought  of  Joe  left  her  as  deso- 
late as  the  flat  under  a  sleet  storm  in  winter. 
Maybe  love  was  only  a  dream  and  poets'  talk. 
She'  could  stifle  dbwn  things.  She  must  get  away 
from  herself.     Couldn't  them  blackbirds  shut  up? 


*  By  Gerald  O 'Donovan.     (Heinemann.) 
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NURSE ! 

ONE  MOMENT   PLEASE. 

In  your  professional  career  you  muat 
coma  across  maay  case*  where  the  raru- 
lar   use  of  "Wincarnis"  would  be  of 
inestimable  value  to  patieata.  In  debility, 
ansemia,  mal*nutrition,  insomnia,  nervous 
breakdown  and  particularly  in  prolonged 
convalescence    after  a  serious    illness 
'Wincarnis'  has  an  extraordinary  stimulating 
and  strengrtheninr  effect — but  unlike  drurs 
which  only  rive  a  fictitious  strenrth,  "  Win- 
carnis" Kives   a  strength  which   is  lasting, 
beeausa  in  each  wiaerlassful  of  "  Wincarnis  " 
there  is  a  standardised  amount  of  nutriment. 
'Wiacarnis'    is   supplied   to  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  the  Kinr  and  Queen  of  Spain.   The 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  and  His  Majesty's 
Forces,     It  is  rerularly  prescribed   by   Doctors 
and    recommended   by   tkeusands  of  nurses. 

Over  10,000  Doctors 
recommend  it. 

eOLEHAN  A  CO.  LTD.  WINCARNII  WORKS,  NORWICH. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  INSURANCE 

THE    TRAINED    WOMEN 
NURSES'  FRIENDLY  SOCIETY 

(APPROVED  SOCIETY) 

431,   Oxford  Street,    London,   W. 
ADDITIONAL.  BENEFITS. 

The  Committee  of  Management  are  pleased 
to  be  able  to  inform  members  that  a  surplus  has 
been  found  on  the  recent  actuarial  valuation  of 
the  Society,  and  that  as  a  consequence  the  cash 
benefits  of  the  Society  will  be  increased  as 
foUowsfrom  the  week  beginning- 4th  July,  1921  : — 
Sickness  Benefit  from  128.  to  14s.  6d. 
Disablement  Benefit  from  Ts.  6d.  to 

88.  9d. 
Benefit  of  special  class  (K)  of  married 
women  from  Ts.  6d,  to  Ss.  9d, 

These  increases  of  cash  benefits  will  be  paid 
in  the  same  way  as  the  ordinary  benefits,  and 
consequently  from  the  date  mentioned  benefit 
will  be  paid  at  the  higher  rate. 

Members  who  did  not  become  insured  until 
after  the  31st  December,  1918,  or  who  joined  the 
Society  after  5th  July,  1920,  will  not  be  entitled 
to  participate  in  these  additional  benefits. 

Nurses^  Trained  and  in  Training  should  apply  for 
conditions  of  membership  to — 

THE  SECRETARY, 
Trained  Women   Nu«ses' Friendly  Society, 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.i. 


Hot  Water 
in  Plenty 


THE     GAS    WATER-HEATER 
is    always   ready — saving  expense 
and    increasing    comfort    without 
trouble. 

GAS  WATER  -  HEATERS  give 
thoroughly  hot  water  at  any  hour, 
independent    of     the    kitchen    range. 


Gas  Economy  Leaflet  III. 
post  free    on   application. 


THE  BRITISH 
COMMERCIAL 

GAS 


ASSOCIATION 

30  CROSVENOR  CDNS  5WI 
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What  call  was  on  them  to  be  lovemaking  ?  Or  the 
scent  on  the  apple  blossom." 

Alas  for  poor  little  Ann !  Joe  proved  a  "  decent 
man,"  She  liked  him,  too.  But  instead  of  liking 
him  better  with  time,  it's  colder  and  colder  she 
grew,  as  if  the  heart  grew  stiff  within  her. 

And  then  Brian  came  on  the  scenes — Brian  who 
answered  to  every  note  within  her;  Brian  the 
patriot,  "  the  whole  world  knowing  that  it's 
gathering  the  young  men  into  a  movement  for 
lifting  the  country  to  its  ancient  grandeur  he  is. 

If  God  only  gave  her  Brian  for  a  husband.  But 
she  mustn't  think  of  him  in  that  light.  It  was 
only  the  makings  of  a  great  friend  Brian  was." 

Brian's  image  gradually  obsessed  her.  She, 
imaginative  to  the  tips  of  her  fingers,  saw  him, 
and  Jove  through  him,  in  every  bit  of  nature. 

There  was  Brian  leaning  now  against  the  chaflf- 
cutter.  It's  to  kiss  that  moody  look  off  his  face 
she'd  like  to  if  he  wasn't  so  much  of  a  stranger 
and  if  God  wasn't  agin  it.  A  great  peace  all 
over  her.  Just  as  if  she  could  speak  to  him  with- 
out saying  a  word  and  he'd  understand  everything 
.   .  .  like  as  if  he  was  her  own  mind  speaking  to 

^er." 

Her  tender  conscience  troubled  her  sadly,  and 
she  in  her  distress  goes  to  her  old  friend  and 
confessor,  Father  John,  to  unburden  her  soul,  and 
her  arrival  at  the  priest's  house  in  the  storm  is  a 
striking  piece  of  writing. 

It's  gentler  than  ever  he  was,  though  a  power 
of  sadness  that  he  tried  to  hide  by  poking  the  turf 
grew  on  him,  till  it's  afeard  she  was  that  he  had 
set  fire  to  the  chimney. 

"  Is  there  anything  between  ye?  "  he  asked. 
"  There's  a  great  love  between  us  and  a  couple 
or  three  of  kisses,  or  maybe  more.     It's  in  no  state 
I  was  to  keep  count  of  them." 

She  couldn't  hide  the  pride  that  was  on  her. 
But  the  thing  itself  or  the  way  she  said  it  hurt 
him.  It's  to  look  older  and  more  hunched  he  did. 
It  was  fighting  for  her  life  she  was,  and  ready 
to  .put  pain  on  man  or  God  for  the  glory  that  was 
singing  in  her." 

By  degrees  the  old  man  showed  her  the  nobler 
way,  he  not  once  throwing  her  sin  at  her  head. 
Give  your  life  for  your  friend.  The  pride  she'd 
have  in  seeing  him  grow  a  great  man. 

She'd  give  heaven  and  earth,  her  soul,  every- 
thing to  touch  his  hair  once  .  .  .  sinking  out  of 
life  she  was. 

The  hand  of   God  was  on  her  brow   ...    the 
hand  of  a  human  being,  and  she  near  pushed  to 
the  edge  of  the  world. 
"  God  will  help  you. 

It's  to  smile  at  him  she  could,  and  feel  grateful 
for  the  loving  heart  of  him  she  got  back  in  his 
look." 

Ann  went  back  meaning  to  make  a  brave  fight, 
and  it  is  a  pathetic  picture  drawn  of  the  woman 
who  yet  could  not  bring  herself  to  regatxi  the 
exaltation  of  her  great  love  as  sin. 

We  heartily  commend  this  gem  to  our  readers ;  it 
is  a  dull  soul  that  will  fail  to  discern  its  rare  beauty. 

H.  H. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

September  gth. — ^Final  of  the  "  Ross "  Lawn 
Tennis  Challenge  Cup.  Park  Hospital,  Hither 
Green.     2.30  p.m. 

September  22nd. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  Monthly  Meeting.  Ministry 
of  Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.     2.30  p.m. 

September  25th. — Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  90, 
Buckingham  Palace  Road,  S.W.i.  Introductory 
Lecture  to  the  Students  in  the  several  courses  of 
Lectures  arranged  by  the  Institute  for  the  Autumn 
Session  by  Louis  C.  Parkes,  Esq.,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 
Chairman  of  the  Council.  Admission  free. 
5.30  p.m. 

September  2^th  to  2gth. — National  Council  of 
Women  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Annual 
Meeting  and  Conference.     Guildhall,  Cambridge. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A  WIND  FROM  THE  WILDERNESS. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — ^May  I  thank  you  very  much 
for  your   exceedingly  kind  review  of  my  book, 
"  A  Wind  from  the  Wilderness  "  ?     It  is  a  review 
like  that  that  rewards  an  author  for  taking  pains. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  I  always  take  pains,  but 
your  reviewer,  "  H.  H.,"   has  done  what  so  few 
people  ever  do,  understood  exactly  what  I  meant 
and  was  trying  to  say,  and  his — or  is  it  her  ?— 
praise,  has  consequently  gone  straight  to  my  heart. 
Again  I  thank  you,  and  I  am. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Mary  Gaunt. 
Via  Sant'  Ampeglio, 
Bordighera. 
[We  feel  sure  "  H.  H."  (Miss  Henrietta  Hawkins) 
will  welcome,  as  we  do,  this  appreciative  letter 
from    Miss    Mary    Gaunt.     "  A    Wind    from    the 
Wilderness  "   is   a  delightful  book,   especially  to 
those  of  us  who  are  interested  in  that  wonderful 
race,    the    Chinese — so    inscrutable,    so    divinely 
artistic.     When   we   touch   with    a    worshipping 
hand  a  rose-backed  bit   of    egg-shell   with  seven 
borders,  we  marvel  at  the  exquisite  fairy  fingers 
which   produced   it  and  realise  that  we  are   not 
"  all  highest "  where  fine  arts  are  concerned  in  our 
association  with  the  Chinese. — Ed.1 

SMOKING     IN     BED.  • 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — In  connection  with  the  increas-  \ 
ing  habit  of  smoking  amongst  nurses,  several  ;j 
points  are  obvious.  Does  not  a  nurse  who  smokes  j 
lose  most  of  her  influence  as  a  health  teacher  by  | 
her  tacit  admission  that  she  has  become  a  slave  - 
of  the  tobacco  habit,  which,  as  the  result  of  medical  ;[ 
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investigation,  has  been  found*\'to  be  inimical  to 
physical  efficiency,  particularly  harmful  to  poten- 
tial parents,  and  tending  to  affect  injuriously  the 
throat,  vision,  heart  and  nervous  system  ? 

From  the  aesthetic  standpoint :  Should  not  a 
nurse,  by  her  care  of  her  physical  body,  suggest  a 
lavender-scented  linen-cupboard  rather  than  a 
smoke-room  ?  There  are  still  thousands  of  nice 
women  who  prefer  to  keep  the  smoke-room 
atmosphere  away  from  their  bedrooms,  and  who 
may  feel  an  acute  distaste  for  a  nurse  whose 
breath,  hair,  fingers  and  garments  reek  of  the 
odour  of  tobacco.  The  trained  nurse  should 
stand  for  personal  purity  and  daintiness. 

From  the  ethical  standpoint :  Is  it  well  that 
any  body  of  professional  women  should  act  an 
example  of  a  habit  which  is  wholly  wasteful  of 
time  and  money  when  so  many  of  us  are  expending 
energy  in  the  effort  to  persuade  our  less-educated 
sisters  and  brothers  to  employ  such  time  and 
money  more  usefully  ? 

It  is  clear  that  the  tobacco  habit  is  artificially, 
and  often  painfully,  induced.  In  the  vast  majority 
of  cases  it  is  solely  due  to  a  siUy,  sheep-like  follow- 
ing by  unthinking  persons  of  vain  and  idle  women 
who  consider  the  habit  smart,  or  of  the  youths  who 
wrongly  regard  it  as  manly. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Cranford,  M.  M.  G.  Bielby. 

Middlesex. 

[In  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Correspondent 
of  The  Times — and  his  opinions  are  usually 
uncommonly  sound — the  Cigarette  Habit  is  becom- 
ing a  vice.  He  writes  :  "  The  enormous  increase 
of  cigarette  smoking  among  women  calls  for  some 
protest  by  the  medical  profession,  for  the  habit 
is,  in  many  instances,  passing  beyond  a  pleasure 
and  becoming  a  vice.  The  absorption  of  nicotine 
— which  is  the  danger  element  in  the  matter — 
produces  a  condition  of  nervous  distress  which  is 
frequently  painful  to  observe.  From  this  proceed 
palpitations  and  exhaustion  and  outbursts  of 
0  emotion — as  in  a  case  which  came  before  the 
Courts  the  other  day.  The  damage  may  be  so 
severe  that  mental  instability  results. 
Woman's  delicate  nervous  organism  was  certainly 
not  intended  to  endure  large  doses  of  this  poison. 
Her  functions  as  a  mother  cannot  but  be  inter- 
fered with  when  she  indulges  in  it  to  excess." 
We  should  like  to  see  an  anti-Smoking  Society 
amongst  nurses. — Ed.] 

KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  Newspaper  Woman. — "  I  seldom  take  up  a 
paper  without  spying  a  paragraph  about  the 
hardships  of  hospital  nurses,  but  when  visiting 
these  institutions  everything  appears  couleur  de 
rose.  One  wonders  after  all  if  the  modem  spirit 
of  idleness  and  lack  of  grit,  where  work  and  diffi- 
culties are  concerned,  ha,ve^  not  ^ot  hold  of  the 
Nursing  Schools.  The  off  'duty  time-tables  for 
all  concerned  can  hardly  be  extended.  As  a 
nation  we  are  great  lie-abeds,  and  the  6.30  bell 
for  rising  is,  I  know,  considered  one,  of  the  greatest 
hardships.     We   know   how   difficult   it   is   these 


days  to  get  domestics  to  turn  out  before  7.30  even 
in  summer.  In  France,  Belgium,  Holland  and 
Germany  people  think  nothing  of  rising  at  5  a.m., 
and  we  all  know  it  is  the  early  bird  which  gets  the 
worm." 

A  Professional  Nurse. — "  I  am  constantly 
hearing  that  the  professional  nurses  are  so  out  of 
touch  with  the  movements  of  the  day,  and  in 
consequence  our  narrow  outlook  is  the  reason  of 
admitting  shop  girls  and  others  to  membership  of 
the  Cowdray  Club  so  that  we  may  exchange  ideas 
with  them,  '  and  so  bring  to  our  patients  that 
freshness  and  essential  stimulus  which  should 
count  for  so  much  in  the  treatment  of  sickness.' 
I  tested  this  argument  the  other  day,  and  was  not 
surprised  to  find  that  the  last  thing  these  women 
wished  for  was  to  '  exchange  '  ideas  with  nurses. 
'  Oh  !  don't  tell  me  about  hospitals — so  de- 
pressing !  '  said  one.  '  Disease  gives  me  the 
creeps,'  said  another.  '  You  are  sure  you  are  not 
infectious  ?  I  don't  think  you  ought  to  enter 
the  Club  in  uniform,'  said  a  third.  I  found  these 
workers  interested  in  food  and  the  fashion  papers  ; 
also  in  jewels,  the  doings  of  society  women,  and 
the  theatres.  None  of  them  knew  who  was  the 
Member  of  the  district  in  which  they  lived,  or  had 
ever  visited  the  Houses  of  Parliament ;  neither 
did  they  belong  to  any  women's  organisation,  or 
know  anything  about  literature.  How  is  asso- 
ciation with  such  women  going  to  elevate  the 
trained  nurse  ?  " 

NOTICE. 

In  supplying  notices  of  appointments  the 
Editor  will  be  obliged  if  correspondents  will  state 
if  they  are  "  Registered  Nurses,"  as  this  legal 
professional  title  should  now  be  notified. 

WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 

England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N.W. 

Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

No  nurse  who  has  not  been  registered  by  Septem- 
ber 2  2nd  next  will  be  eligible  to  vote  for  the  Direct 
Nurse  Representatives  at  the  forthcoming  election, 
so  that  there  is  no  time  to  lose  if  a  nurse  wishes  to 
exercise  her  professional  franchise. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

September  i6th. — Describe  in  detail  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  patient  to  be  operated  on  for  cancer  of  the 
tongue.  What  special  points  require  attention  in 
the  nursing  after-treatment  ? 

September  ■z^rd. — ^What  do  you  understand  by 
arterial  tension  ?  Explain  "  high  and  low " 
blood  pressure — ^with  brief  description  of  symp* 
toms,  cause  and  treatment  of  both. 

September  ^oth. — ^What  is  the  difference' between 
"  rheumatoid  arthritis,"  "  neuritis,"  and  "  rheu- 
matism ?  " 
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TKe   Midwife. 


A  LOOPHOLE  IN  THE  MIDWIVE5  ACT. 

Dr.  R.  J.  Maule  Home,  M.A.,  Ch.B.,  B.Sc. 
D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Poole,  who 
read  a  paper  on  the  above  subject  at  the  recent 
Congress  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  at 
Bournemouth,  said  in  part : — 

In  the  course  of  routine  work  connected  with 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  my  borough  I  was 
struck  by  the  number  of  cases  which  came  to  my 
notice — without  any  special  enquiries — where 
mothers  had  been  attended  at  the  birth  of  a  child, 
by  an  uncertified  and  unqualified  "  maternity 
nurse  "  onl)' — no  doctor  being  present  at  the  actual 
birth  of  the  child  (child  birth). 

The  names  associated  with  the  cases  in  my  file 
are : 

(i)  Mrs.  "  A  "    . .  . .  3  cases. 

(2)  Mrs.  "  B  "    . .  . .   2  cases. 

(3)  Mrs.  "  C  "     . .  , .  2  cases. 

(4)  Mrs.  "  D  "    . .  . .   3  cases. 

(5)  Mrs.  "  E  "    . .         . .  2  cases. 

Mrs.  "  A  "  was  also  associated  with  a  case  in 
March,  1920,  which  resulted  in  the  mother's  death 
from  a  complication  of  pregnancy  (pelvic  periton- 
itis) . 

Of  the  above  quoted  instances,  (i)  in  Mrs. 
"  A's  "  practice,  one  mother  developed  puerperal 
fever— :axi  avoidable  and  very  serious  illness ; 
(2)  in  Mrs.  "  B's  "  practice,  one  mother  developed 
puerperal  fever  and  died  ;  (33  in  Mrs.  "  C's  "  prac- 
tice, one  infant  developed  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  other  cases  above  pro- 
gressed normally. 

A  third  case  of  puerperal  fever  (fatal)  has  lately 
occurred  where  the  maternity  nurse,  "  Mrs.  B  " 
was  working  in  conjunction  with  a  doctor.  This 
case  is,  I  understand,  still  sub  judice. 

The  outstanding  fact  is  that  of  fourteen  cases  of 
childbirth  with  which  the  "  maternity  nurses  " 
have  been  associated  (in  two  of  which  a  doctor  was 
also  in  attendance)  :  Three  cases  of  puerperal 
fever,  with  two  deaths  ;  one  case  of  pelvic  periton- 
itis, with  one  death ;  and  one  ascertained  case 
of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  have  resulted. 

This  is  an  intolerable  situation  from  the  point 
of  view  of  public  health — that  three  out  of  fourteen 
women  of  child-bearing  age  should  lose  their  lives 
in  this  manner. 

Points  and  questions  which  arise  in  this  connec- 
tion are  : — 

What  constitutes  (under  Sec.  i  (2)  Midwives 
Act,  1902),  the  expression  "  under  the  direction  of 
a  qualified  medicaJ  practitioner  "  ? 

If  a  doctor  accept  attendance  on  a  case  of  labour 
in  conjunction  with  an  uncertified  "  maternity 
nurse  " — where  no  midwife  is  engaged,  and  know- 
ing this — is  he  to  be  expected  to  make  a  special 
point  of  being  present  at  the  time  of  birth  ? 

If  he  does  not  do  this,  then  he  would  appear  to 


be  treating  the  "  maternity  nurse  "  as  a  midwife, 
as  any  action  of  a  midwife  taken  by  the  "  nurse  " 
could  not  be  construed  to  be  taken  in  "  emergency  " 
(Sec.  I  (2)). 

In  a  case  of  puerperal  fever  or  any  other  condi- 
tion supposed  to  be  infectious,  a  "  midwife  "  is 
under  an  obligation  (C.M.B.  Rules  E.  6  and  E.  23) 
which  prevent  her  going  to  another  engagement 
until  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Supervising  Author- 
ity. 

In  a  similar  case  where  an  unqualified  woman  is 
in  attendance,  this  woman  is  in  a  position  to  spread 
such  an  infection  unwittingly.  .  .  .  The  gov- 
erning rules  do  not  safeguard  the  public  in  this 
respect. 

It  was  hoped  that  in  course  of  time  the  bona  fide 
midwife  would  cease  to  be,  and  the  certified 
midwife  would  have  a  fair  field  for  her  energies, 
but  it  would  appear  that  there  is  a  danger  of 
the  "  maternity  nurse  "  taking  the  place  of  the 
bona  fide  midwife. 

There  is  no  advantage  to  be  gained  by  shutting 
our  eyes  to  facts.  If  the  "  maternity  nurse  "  is 
not  better  controlled,  if  the  interpretation  of  the 
term  "  under  the  direction  of  a  qualified  medical 
practitioner "  is  not  made  so  Clear  that  there 
can  be  no  room  for  equivocation  on  the  part  either 
of  the  medical  practioner  or  of  the  "  maternity 
nurse,"  there  is  a  real  possibility  of  the  main 
purpose  of  the  Act  being  stultified,  as  now  the 
uncertified  woman  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
carrying  on  a  "  practice"  without  the  use  of  the 
term  "  midwife." 

THE    MIDWIVES'    ROLL. 

The  Ministry  of  Health,  in  the  Third  Annual 
Report  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  1921-1922,  to 
the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  states  that 
of  the  48,618  women  on  the  Midwives  Roll  (covering 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales),  12,052  gave 
notice  of  intention  to  practise  as  midwives  in  1921. 
Eighty-two  per  cent,  of  the  total  on  the  Roll  are 
now  certificated. 

In  1920,  the  last  year  for  which  figures  are 
available,  the  percentage  of  births  notified  by 
midwives  was  47*7  in  London,  66'9  in  the  County 
Boroughs,  and  47"  i  in  the  Counties. 

The  Department  has  continued  to  encourage 
Local  Authorities  to  secure  a  complete  service  of 
competent  midwives  for  their  districts. 


PRIMEVAL    FETISH. 

An  appeal  to  mothers  to  cease  the  practice, 
prevalent  in  the  district,  of  cutting  babies'  ears 
at  the  waning  of  the  moon  has  been  made  by  Dr. 
David  Arthur  Hughes,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Carmarthenshire. 

He  described  the  practice  as  a  primeval  fetish. 
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EDITORIAL. 

CLASSED    AS    PAUPERS. 

The  Barnet  Board  of  Guardians  are  doing-  a 
most  useful  and  pulblic-sipirited  bit  of  work  in 
urging-  modifications  of  the  oj)eration  of  the 
Poor  Law  in  the  case  of  the  sick. 

At  their  last  meeting*  the  Gkiardians  further 
considered  the  case;  to  which  we  alluded  last 
week,  of  the  old-ag-e  pensioner  who,  because 
he  was  a  patient  in  the  Guardians'  hospital, 
was  deprived  of  his  pension  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  received  poor  relief,  althoug-h  the  full 
cost  of  his  maintenance  and  treatment  had  been 
defrayed  by  his  relatives. 

The  Clerk  mentioned  two  other  cases  which, 
it  was  said,  illustrated  the  urgent  need  for 
reform. 

In  one  case  an  expectant  mother,  arrange- 
ments for  whose  confinement  had  broken  down 
at  the  last  moment,  was  brougfht  to  the  Guar- 
dians' hospital,  where  her  child  was  born.  The 
woman  was  not  in  straitened  circumstances, 
yet  both  she  and  her  baby  had  to  be  entered 
on  the  records  as  pauipers. 

In  the  second  case  a  lad  was  brought  into  the 
hospital  as  an  urgent  case,  and  was  forthwith 
operated  on  for  appendicitis.  The  whofe  cost 
of  his  maintenance  and  treatment  was  paid  by 
his  father,  who  rightly  protested  against  the 
lad  being  termed  a  pauper.  Had  he  been 
admiitted  to  the  local  isolation  hospital  suffer- 
ing with  scarlet  fever  he  would  not  have  been 
termed  "a  pauper,"  although  the  cost  of  his 
maintenance  and  treatment  would  have  been 
charged  to  the  rates. 

The  Guardians  resolved  to  bring  these  cases 
to  the  notice  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  to 
press  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  dis- 
qualifications attaching  to  patients  accepting 
treatment  in  Poor  Law^  hospital's. 

This  course  has  been  taken,  and,  in  an  ad- 
mirable letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment, Mr,  Arthur  Wilshire,  Clerk,  gives  cogent 
reasons  for  reform,  in  view  of  the  difficulties 
caused  by  the  shortage  of  hospital  accommoda- 
tion. He  refers  to  correspondence  with  the 
Department  last  year,   and  incidentally  to  an 


interview  which  took  place  in  April  last  year 
between  the  Minister  and  a  deputation  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  on  the  question  of 
the  admission  of  paying  patients  into  the  Poor 
Laiw  infirmaries.  From  this  correspondence 
and  the  published  report  of  the  interview,  we 
learn  that  all  parties  were  agreed  that  in  the 
present  shortage  of  voluntary  hospital  accom- 
modation it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  Poor 
Law  hospitals  should  be  regarded  as  available 
for  the  sick  on  the  broadtest  possible  lines. 

The  term  * '  pauper  ' '  has  for  many  years 
been  generally  regarded  as  an  offensive  one, 
and  the  Guardians  believe  they  are  voicing 
the  opinion  of  the  public  at  large  when  they 
contend  that  it  should  not  be  applied  to  sick 
people  anywhere,  whether  in  Poor  Law  institu- 
tions or  not. 

It  appears  to  be  indisputable  that  grave 
danger  would  result  to  patients  brought  to  the 
hospital  as  cases  of  sudden  or  urgent  necessity 
if  their  adbiission  thereto  were  held  up  until 
they  were  informed  of  the  disqualification  such 
admission  would  entail  and  they  had  consented 
thereto.  An  unconscious  patient  obviously 
could  not  consent,  and  it  would  be  a  barbarous 
thing  to  follow  such  a  course  in  the  case  of  a 
woman  in  labour.  It  is  submitted  that  a 
Medical  Officer  who  adopted  such  a  procedure 
would  be  acting  contrary  to  Section  54  of 
4  &  5  Will.  4,  Chap.  76,  and  would  render 
himself  very  properly  liable  to  penalties  under 
that  section.  It  thierefore  follows  that  in  a 
number  of  cases  the  pauperisation  of  the 
patient  becomes  an  accomplished  fact  without 
the  patient's  knowledjge  or  his  or  her  consent 
to  the  disqualifications  that  result  therefrom. 

The  Guardians  invite  the  Minister  of  Health 
to  give  sympathetic  consideration  to  their  diffi- 
culties, and  to  assist  in  removing  the  disqualifi- 
cations that  attach  to  patients  in  Poor  Law 
hospitals,  and  whichi  would  not  exist  if  these 
hospitals  were  under  the  control  of  a  piublic 
authority  other  than  a  Board  of  Guardians. 

Moreover,  they  want  these  disqualifications 
removed  at  once,  without  waiting  for  the  long- 
expected  scheme  for  the  reform  of  the  Poor 
Law. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


DESCRIBE  IN  DETAIL  THE  PREPARATION  OF  A 
PATIENT  TO  BE  OPERATED  ON  FOR  CANCER  OF 
THE  TONGUE.  WHAT  SPECIAL  POINTS  REQUIRE 
ATTENTION    IN    THE   NURSING   AFTER-TREATMENT? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Henrietta  Ballard,  Bermondsey 
Haspital,  Rotherhithe,  S.E. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Preparation. — Previous  to  an  operation  on 
the  tongue  the  mouth  must  be  made  as  clean 
as  possible,  all  decayed  or  loosened  teeth  must 
be  removed  and  the  gums  perfectly  healed. 
The  healthiest  possible  condition  must  be 
aimed  at.  All  existing  abscesses,  gumboils, 
&c.,  must  be  completely  healed,  and  no  pus 
left  in  any  cavity. 

The  operation  may  be  extensive  and  com- 
plete excision  of  the  tongue  be  performed, 
which  usually  necessitates  splitting  of  the  jaw 
and  separation  of  the  lower  lip  in  the  middle 
line,  which,  after  wiring  together  and  sutur- 
ing, would  suppurate  if  any  pus-forming 
micro-organisms  gain  entrance. 

The  teeth  must  be  cleaned  before  and  after 
every  meal  with  a  firm  brush  and  antiseptic 
powder  or  paste,  and  efficient  antiseptic 
mouthwashes  (not  strong)  given  two-hourly 
until  the  operation. 

The  patient  generally  is  prepared  as  for  any 
other  operation.  An  aperient  may  be  given 
one  or  two  days  previous,  and  enema  saponis 
on  morning  of  operation. 

Diet  must  be  lig'ht,  but  as  nourishing  as 
possible.  Usually  fluids  only  can  be  taken. 
Plenty  of  beaten  eggs  and  prepared  foods  can 
be  taken  until  four  to  six  hours  previous. 

All  moustache  or  beard  must  be  shaved,  and 
area  very  especially  cleansed,  and  the  neck 
skin  rendered  aseptic,  in  case  a  tracheotomy 
has  to  be  performed  first. 

A  bath  sihould  be  given  the  morning  of 
operation,  and  hair  washed,  dried,  and  covered 
with  sterile  cap,  before  taking  to  theatre; 
artificial  teeth  removed  and  mouth  well 
washed  out  with  antiseptic  lotion  immediately 
before  leaving  ward. 

All  preparation  should  be  made  for  tracheo^ 
tomy,  as  the  patient's  condition  may  necessi- 
tate its  performance  at  any  moment. 

After  the  operation  a  firm,  stout  thread  is 
passed  through  the  root  of  the  tongue  and 
brought  out  through  the  mouth  andi  secured  to 
cheek  either  by  strapping  or  a  stitch,  so  that 
if  any  remaining  tissue  falls  back  over  the 
larynx,  by  a  little  gentle  pulling  on  thread,  the 
patient  is  relieved. 


Wrap  up  as  warmly  as  possible  for  removal 
to  ward,  and  if  possible  procure  a  hood 
to  protect  from  cold  air ;  place  in  a  well-warmed 
bed  on  side,  protected  from  all  draughts. 

As  soon  as  consciousness  returns,  prop 
patient  up  in  Fowler's  position;  but  turn  on 
side,  and  watch  for  haemorrhage  or  signs  of 
blockage  of  larynx,  as  either  condition  might 
quickly  prove  fatal.  A  special  nurse  should  be 
on  duty  for  the  patient  until  all  likelihood  of 
danger  is  over. 

Feeding  will  be  given  either  through  nose 
or  rectum  for  two  or  three  days,  and  after 
either  by  means  of  an  aesophageal  or  tube 
attached  to  a  feeder.  Frequent  nourishing 
feeds  must  be  given,  and  rectal  salines  if 
patient  is  at  all  collapsed. 

The  mouth  muist  be  irrigated  two-hourly  with. 
a  mild  antiseptic  lotion,  and  all  blood-clots, 
mucus,  &c.,  washed  away.  The  patient  should 
not  be  allowed  to  speal^,  and  all  his  wants  will 
be  anticipated  by  aj  good  nurse.  Pencil  and 
paper  should  be  near  himi  to  enable  him  to  write 
any  fresh  need. 

The  number  of  times  the  patient  swallows 
must  be  watched,  as  a  vessel  might  be  bleeding 
and  collapse!  be  the  first  indication. 

In  the  event  of  hcemorrhage  occurring,  the 
nurse  must  be  ready  to  act  at  once.  Seizing 
the  root  of  tongue  and  compressing  against 
jaw  must  be  done  until  bleeding  point  can  be 
seized  with  forceps  and  ligatured ;  sloug'hiing 
of  part  may  cause  secondary  haemorrhage  as 
long  as  a  fortnighit  after  operation. 

(Edema  of  the  Glottis  is  frequently  a  trouble- 
some complication,  and  is  likely  to  prove  fatal. 
Tracheotomy  will  be  necessary  immediately  to 
save  life  if  suffocation  is  threatening. 

Pneumonia,  especially  the  septic  form,  may 
intervene  unless  the  patient  is  pirotected  in  every 
way  from  cold  air  and  diraughts,  all  care  being 
taken  that  no  septic  matter,  blood,  &c.,  is 
drawn  into  lungs  during  unconsciousness.  An 
aperient  should  be  given  the  day  after  opera- 
tion, and  mashed  food  after  a  few  days;  but 
all  particles  must  be  carefully  washed  away. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  received  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  S.  F.  Rossiter  (too  late 
for  Prize),  Miss  M.  W.  Comer,  Miss  Rachel 
Dodd,  Miss  Mary  Jones,  and  Miss  Susan 
Carey. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  do  you  understand  by  arterial  ten- 
sion? Explain  "high  and  low"  blood;  pres- 
sure, with  brief  description  of  symptoms^ 
cause,  and  treatment  of  both. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


The  Reg-istered  Nurses'  Parliaimentary 
Council  will  meet  on  Saturday,  September  30th, 
at  431,  Oxford  Street,  W.  One  item  on  the 
Agenda  will  be  to  consider  the  forthcoming- 
election  of  Reg^istered  Nurses  on  the  General 
Nursing-  Council  for  Eng-land  and  Wales. 


The  Army  School  of  Hyg-iene  has  been  estab- 
lished at  Puckridg'ei  Hill,  Aldershot,  as  a  per- 
manent centre  of  instruction  for  officers  and 
other  ranks. 

Nothing  ever  came  of  our  sug"g"estioa  during- 
the  war  that  a  section  of  Sanitary  Sisters  should 
be  org-anised  and  attached  to  Queen  Alexan- 
dra's Imperial  Military  Nursing-  Service.  Some 
day  no  doubt  the  War  Office  will  realise  the 
necessity  for  suob  a  Service.  Why  should  not 
a  begrinning"  be  made  in  connection  with  the 
new  Army  School  of  Hygiene. 


We  advise  our  readers  to  procure,  if 
possible,  a  copy  of  the  Presidential  Address  of 
Sir  Charles  Sherrington  on  "  Some  Aspects  of 
Animal  Mechanism,"  g-iven  at  the  meeting- 
•of  the  British  Association  at  HuE. 

Psycho-analysis  and  the  child,  vitamins  in 
food,  and  the  marine  origin  of  life  were  among 
the  many  subjects  discussed  at  the  meeting-. 

One  sad  aspect  of  nursing-  in  some  Poor 
Law  Infirmaries  which  we  have  visitedi  of  late 
years  is  the  system  of  keeping-  infants  in  bed. 
If  sufficiently  well,  infants  should  be  out  and 
about,  or  at  least  out  of  bed.  We  have  been 
struck  with  the  sadness  of  these  little  prisoners, 
and,  upon  inquiry,  are  usually  told  that  the 
nursing  staff  is  too  busy  to  act  as  nursemaids, 
which  is  the  sort  of  attention  the  poor  mites 
require.  Isn't  it  ix>ssible  to  improve  upon  this 
prison  system? 

We  are  g-lad  to  note  that  Mrs.  Andrews, 
Ministry  of  Health  Inspector,  in  the  course 
of  her  report  upon  her  visit  to  the  Keynsham 
Poor  Law  Institution,  whichi  was  read  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Guardians,  said  that  the 
nurse'ries,  both  on  the  upper  floor,  were  in  good' 
order.  Alterations  were  under  consideration, 
but  before  being-  put  in  hand  it  would  be  well 
to  consider  utilising-  a  vacant  room  on  the 
g-round  floor  as  day  nursery.  In  her  opinion, 
children  in  upstairs  nurseries  in  Poor  Law 
Institutions  did  not  g-et  out  enoug-h  during-  un- 
certain weather.  She  felt  no  woman  would 
spend  her  time  in  drag-g-ing"  six  or  eigfht 
children  up  and  down  steep  stone  steps  to  suit 


the  vagaries  of  this  climate,  whereas  if  on  the 
ground  floor  the  children  could  run  in  and  out 
freely,  and  infants  in  cots  could  be  out  con- 
stantly. 

The  Clerk  (Mr.  C.  Martin)  said  that  since 
the  visit  of  the  Lady  Inspector  there  had  been 
a  visit  from  a  Medical  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to 
leave  further  consideration  of  the  matter  until 
a  report  from  that  Inspector  was  received. 

Mr.  H.  Edwards  proposed  that  this  course  be 
taken. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  the  recom- 
mendation  that  the  children  should  not  have  to 
come  down  steep  stairs  was  a  g-ood  one,  and 
Mr.   Edwards  agrreed. 

It  was  agreed  that  further  consideration  of 
the  report  should  stand  over  until  the  Medical 
Inspector's  report  was  received. 

Thus  we  realise  the  value  of  the  **  outside 
eye,"  especially  if  it  is  a  mother's  eyei,  where 
children  are  concerned. 


The  Rochford  Guardians  have  wisely  decided 
to  train  their  own  nurses  and  to  obtain  recogni- 
tion by  the  General  Nursing"  Council  of  their 
hospital  as  a  training-school.  The  Board 
realises  that  otherwise  they  will  not  be  able, 
in  the  future,  to  obtain  probationers.  The 
Board,  however,  is  in  error  in  stating  that 
compulsory-  regfistration  is  in  force.  The  Act 
provides  for  a  voluntary,  not  a  compulsory, 
system  ;  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  in  a  few 
years  unreg-istered  nurses  will  cease  to  rank  as 
professional  nurses,  and  wiU  find  g-reat  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining-  well-paid  and  influential 
posts.  _ 

On  October  i6th,  17th,  and  i8th  a  confer- 
ence convened  by  the  National  Clean  Milk 
Society,  Inc.,  will  be  held  (by  permission  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London)  in  the 
Council  Chamber  of  the.  Guildhall,  E.C.,^  under 
the  presidency  of  Viscount  Astor.  This  con- 
ference should  be  interesting^  to  Public  Health 
Nurses.  Inquiries  should  be  made  to  Miss 
H.  M.  WiUans,  Hon.  Secretary,  National  Milk 
Conference,  3,  Bedford  Square,  London, 
W.C.  I.  

According"  to  the  Lancet,  there  exists  in 
Vienna  an  institute,  on  the  lines  of  our  Central 
London  District  Association,  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions,  which  supplies  trained 
nurses  and  other  assistance  free  of  charg-e  to 
sick  persons  who  are  unable  to  find  accommoda- 
tion in  hospitals.  Thisi  org"anisation  wasf ounded 
at  a  time  when  it  was  most  difficult  to  obtain 
a  bed  in   a  hospital  and   many  poor  patients 
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were  suffering-  because  of  lack  of  trained  help. 
Duringf  the  influenza  epidemic  of  191 8-19  its 
services  were  particularly  appreciated.  In  a 
recently  published  report  dealing-  with  the  year 
1 92 1  we  read  that  104  nurses  dtealt  withi 
4,193  persons;  the  service  rendered  included 
6,963  "all-night"  and  11,917  "all-day" 
attendances,  besides  nearly  70,000  sing-le  visits 
of  from  half-an-hour  tO'  four  hours  to  the  homes 
of  patientSi.  The  institute  has  twenty-five 
stations  in  Vienna  and  fifty  stations  in  the 
country.  It  affords  help  not  only  by  sending 
out  nurses,  but  also  by  supplying-  medicines, 
bandagfes,  and  nursing"  appliances  (thermo- 
meters, cotton-wool',  ice-bagfs,  baby  linen,  &c.), 
and  also  food  and  drug^s  where  needed.  Over 
3, coo  families,  comprising- nearly  8,500  persons, 
were  thus  assisted ;  these  were  mostly  middlcK 
class  families;  they  are  frequently  very  poor, 
but  object  to  beings  classed  as  paupers. 


Dr.  Lomax's  reply  to  the  Report  on  Administ- 
tration  of  Public  Mental  Hospiitals  naturally 
stresses  the  attempt  to  discredit  him  personajlly. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  reforms  in  this  class 
of  institution  are  necessary.  Medical  Super- 
intendents have  so  much  administrative  work, 
they  cannot  find  time  for  detailed  daily 
examination  of  patients  there,  and  ail  these 
officers  should  possess  a  diploma  in  psycho- 
log-ical  medicine.  Better  classification  of 
patients  is  necessary  :  women  patients  need 
encouragfement  to  enjoy  papers  and  maga- 
zines, and  all  mental  nurses  need  gfreater  ex- 
perience in  g-eneral  nursing^.  We  note  the 
statement  in  the  press  that  in  December,  1921, 
only  1,784  female  nurses  out  of  8,575  held  thb 
certificate  of  the  Medico-Psiychologfical  Asso- 
ciation, and  not  long  ago  an  advertisement  ap- 
peared for  a  male  nurse  which  merely  required 
that  he  must  be  al  gfood  first  violin  ! 

The  fact  is  that  thie  Lunacy  Laws  are  ai 
generation  old;  the  Ministry  of  Health  has 
promised  us  a  new  Bill.  It  is  the  concern  of  the 
public,  as  well  as  of  the  mental  specialist ;  let 
us  see  to  it  that  our  new  laws  provide  for 
humane  treatment  and  for  the  more  efficient 
prevention  and  cure  of  those  dread  diseases 
of  our  civilisation — insanity  and  nervous  break- 
down.   

Private  nurses  are,  we  hear,  having  a  very 
slack  time  this  month,  and  those  are  wise  who 
take  their  holidays  in  September,  whbn  thte 
doctors  and  many  residents  are  away.  Hiig-h 
taxation  has,  of  course,  something  to  do  withI 
unemployment,  because  skilled  nursing, 
although  most  necessary  in  better-class  home®, 
has  now  become  a  luxury. 


STATE    REGISTRATION    OF    NURSES. 

THINQ5  TRAINED  NURSE5  SHOULD   KNOW 
AND    CONSIDER. 

It  is  now  nearly  three  years  since  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Acts  were  passed,  and  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  so  far  few  of  their  pro- 
visions are  satisfactorily  in  force. 

The  English  Register  was  opened  on  July 
14th,  1 92 1,  although  by  hard  work  the  Regis- 
tration Committee  had  drafted  the  Rules  for 
Registration  by  July,  1920.  The  English 
Register  was  delayed  owing  to  discussion  with 
the  Scottish  Council  on  a  reciprocity  Rule  for 
registration. 

But  unfortunately  the  proposal  made  in 
October  to  dteprive  nurses  of  the  record  of  their 
Certificates — their  evidence  of  efficiency — on 
the  Register  when  .published,  and  Mrs.  Bed- 
ford Fenwick's  warning  to  the  Council  that 
she  would  stump  the  country  against  such  un- 
paralleled injustice  and  stupidity,  which  was 
followed  by  the  private  personal  attack  upvon 
her  at  the  Ministry  of  Health,  together  with 
the  ten  weeks'  strike  of  her  detractors,  shook 
the  confidence  of  the  Nursing  Profession  in 
the  bona  fides  of  the  Council,  and  applications 
for  registration  decreased  very  considerably. 

Later  Mrs.  Fenwick's  draft  for  a  revised 
First  Schedule,  providing  that  those  nurses 
who  had  worked  for,  and  possessed.  Certifi- 
cates of  Training  should  have  them  recorded 
in  the  State  Register,  which  was  approved 
by  the  Minister  of  Heialth,  did  something  to 
placate  the  indignation  of  thoughtful  nurses, 
and  the  fact  that  unless  registered  at  the 
Council  Meeting  on  July  21st  their  names 
could  not  be  entered  on  the  forthcoming  first 
issue  of  the  Register,  did  much  toi  induce 
nurses  to  apply  for  registration  on  the  General 
Register. 

Nothing,  however,  is  more  apparent  than 
that  nurses  object  to  be  known  as  specialists, 
and  the  applications  from  Fever  Nurses  and 
Sick  Children's  Nurses  to  have  their  names 
appear  on  the  Sp^ecdal  Registers  are  exceed- 
ingly few. 

The  Male  Nurses  have  not  responded  well, 
and  the  thousands  of  Mental  Nurses,  especially 
the  men,  are  holding  back,  as  they  are  not 
satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  business,  financial 
and  otherwise,  by  the  majority  of  the  Council. 

Upon  inquiry  we  learn  that  Male  Mental 
Nurses  strongly  object  to  being  governed'  by 
Institution  Matrons,  Medical  Superintendents, 
and  the  laity,  as  through  their  Union,  the 
Asylum  Workers'  Union,  they  have  secured  a 
large  degree  of  self-determination,  and  they 
naturally   object   to   place    themselves   profes^ 
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sionally  under  the  control  of  persons  the 
majority  of  whom  know  nothing-  of  their  work 
and  status,  and  who  in  the  past  have  shown 
themselves  devoid  of  any  degree  of  statesman- 
ship whatever,  and  inspired  with  a  spirit  of 
unreasoning-  autocracy,  to  which  no  class  of 
thoug-htful  worker  intends  to  submit.  The 
mental  nurses  to  whom  we  have  spoken  mean 
to  wait  for  the  election  of  the  new  Council  in 
December,  and  if  the  CoUeg-e  of  Nursing- 
policy  of  the  executive  control  of  the  Nursing 
Profession  by  influential  and  wealthy  members 
of  the  laity  and  powerful  members  of  the 
medical  profession  is  further  emphasised  in  its 
personnel,  an  Amended  Act  will  become  a 
plank  for  aj  new  Parliament,  to  provide  self- 
government  for  the  Nursing  Profession  on  the 
same  principle  as  that  enjoyed  by  the  medical 
and  other  professions.  The  Male  Mental 
Nurses  will  have  the  support  of  the  women 
nursesi'  organisations  and  their  registered 
members  in  such  a  demand,  as  the  present 
policy  is  as  out  of  date  as  the  dodo. 

The  Mental  Nurses  are  specially  interested 
in  the  financial  management  of  the  Council, 
which  has  practically  been  handed  over  to  the 
small  unrepresentative  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee of  five  persons,  controlled  by  a  lady 
of  title  who  has  never  spent  a  week  in  an 
office  or  in  a  hospital  ward  in  her  life,  and 
which  is  apparently  to  be  permitted  to  super- 
sede the  decisions  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
upon  which  the  nursf^  have  some  say  as  to 
how  their  fees  are  to  be  expended ;  and  they 
naturally  object  to  those  members  of  the 
Council  who  do  not  contribute  to  its  upkeep 
controlling  expenditure  and  squandering  their 
money.  The  position  is  naturally  intolerable 
tO'  wage-earning,  self-respecting  nurses. 
The  Vote. 

Only  thosie  nurses  who  are  registered  by 
September  22nd  next  will  be  eligible  to  vote 
for  the  nurses'  representatives  on  the  new 
Council  which  comes  into  office  in  January, 
1923.  Time  must,  of  course,  be  given  to 
receive  nominations  at  the  office  and  toi  con- 
duct the  election.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Register  will  be  published  at  an  early  date,  so 
that  the  names  and  addresses  of  their  con- 
stituents will  be  easily  available  by  the  candi- 
dates for  office. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  thie  Nurses'  Organi- 
sations, inolbding  Registered  Nurses'  Par- 
liamentary Council  and  the  members  of  thie 
London  Centre  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  will  hold  meetings  at  an  early  date  to 
discuss  the  election. 

Great   responsibility   will   rest  in   the  hands 


of  the  limited  number  of  nurses  registered  ini 
nominating  their  representatives,  and  the  less 
party  spirit  exercised  the  better. 

Each  nurse  on  the  General  Register  will 
have  the  right  to  vote  for  eleven  persons — six 
past  or  present  Matrons  of  General  Training 
Schools  and  five  other  Registered  Nurses,  who 
should  be  experts  in  their  own  Sections  of 
Nursing.  A  Sister  Tutor  we  must  have,  a 
Public  Health  Nurse,  and  a  Private  Nurse, 
and  it  is  very  necessary  that  the  candidates 
should  realise  that  they  cannot  perform  their 
duties  satisfactorily  unless  they  are  prepared 
to  give  much  time  and  thought  to  them,  and, 
moreover,  that  as  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and'  Wales,  they 
must  conscientiously  acquaint  themselves  with 
the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  whole  Nursing 
Profession,  not  stand  as  Party  women  for  one 
organisation  or  group  of  persons.  The  general 
good  of  the  community  should  be  their  objec- 
tive. Efficient  theoretical  and  practical  nursH 
ing  education ;  efficient  examination  tests,  in 
which  nursing  experts  take  a  sufficient  part; 
courteous  communication  with  their  constit- 
uents ;  a  large  share  of  self-government  in  the 
Council.  These  are  benefits  the  elected  mem- 
bers must  be  prepared  to  work  for.  The 
Executive  positions  of  Chairs  of  Standing 
Committees  should  be  allotted  to  Registered' 
Nurses,  especially  those  of  Education,  Regis- 
tration, Discipline,  and  Office  Expenditure. 
To  place  a  medical  practitioner  or  a  member 
of  the  laity  in  the  Registration  Chair — ^to 
control  the  nurses'  professional  status  and  uni- 
form ;  or  in  the  Diisioilpiinary  Chair — to  control 
her  personal  conduct;  or  in  the  (General  Pur- 
poses Chair — to  control  the  clerical  staff  and 
office  expenditure;  is  treating  the  Act  for  the 
organisation  of  a  Nursing  Profession  with 
contempt,  and  enforcing  a  dangerous  system 
of  economic  control  over  thousands  of  expert, 
self-supporting  workers  whicth  it  is  their  right 
to  resent. 

We  evidently  need  new  blood  on  the  Coun- 
cil, preferably  women  with  ai  deep  sense  of 
professional  responsibility,  and  of  liberal  out- 
ilbok  and  sympathetic;  social  views.  Let  us 
hope  we  shall  get  them* 

The  sooner  the  Registered  Nurses  select  and 
nominate  their  candSdates  thb  better.  In  thie 
meantime  their  constituents  should  adopt  a 
clearly  dlefined  policy  and  a  list  of  questionsi  to 
submit  to  candidates,  upon  the  replies  to 
whidh  votes  can  be  given.  The  Nurses  on  the 
Special  Registers  select  and  nominate  their 
own  candidates,  and  they  alone  can  vote  for 
them,    and    as    the    constituencies    are    very 
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limited,  these  elections  will  be  much  less  diffi- 
cult than  for  candidates  on  the  General  Part 
of  the  Reg^ister. 

Let  us  all  do  our  duty  to  the  best  of  our 
ability  in  recording-  our  professionaj  franchise. 
We  have  worked  for  this  vote  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  Now  let  us  use  it  for  the  benefit 
of  the  profesision  and  the  public. 

THE    ''ROSS"    LAWN    TENNIS 
CHALLENGE    CUP. 

An  exciting  contest  took  place  on  the  ground 
of  the  Park  Hospital,  Hither  Green,  on  the  after- 
noon of  Saturday,  September  gth,  when  the 
Final  was  played  for  the  "  Ross  "  Lawn  Tennis 
Challenge  Cup. 

The  North  Western  Hospital  v.  North 
Eastern  Hospital. 

This  is  only  the  second  year  of  the  Cup's 
existence,  and  the  honour  had  so  far  belonged 
to  the  North  Western  Hospital,  and  during  the 
first  part  of  the  contest  it  looked  as  though  it 
would  retain  the  coveted  possession  for  another 
year,  the  first  event  resulting  in  3  setts  to  the 
North  Western  advantage. 

The  players  were,  North  Western  :  Staff  Nurses 
Barnett  and  Birch.  North  Eastern  :  Staff  Nurses 
Coller  and  Love. 

In  the  last  event,  however,  the  North  Eastern 
turned  the  tables,  and  amid  great  excitement, 
and  after  some  close  scoring,  wrested  the  Cup 
from  their  rivals.  The  players  in  this  event  were  : 
North  Western,  Staff  Nurses  Bloomfield  and  Lord. 
North  Eastern,  Staff  Nurses  Reid  and  Verity. 

It  was  a  proud  moment  for  the  North  Eastern 
Hospital  when  Nurse  Love  went  up  to  receive 
the  handsome  Cup  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
M.A.B.  It  is  engraved  with  the  following  inscrip- 
tion :  "  The  Ross  Lavra.  Tennis  Challenge  Cup 
for  competition  by  nurses  of  the  M.A.B.  Hospitals, 
presented  by  the  Matrons."  There  was  a  large 
gathering  of  spectators  in  the  beautiful  grounds, 
including  many  Matrons  and  Medical  Super- 
intendents of  other  M.A.B.  Hospitals.  They 
were  most  hospitably  received  and  entertained 
by  Dr.  Woodford,  Medical  Superintendent,  Miss 
Balsillie,  Matron,  and  her  Staff,  and  the  attention 
of  the  onlookers  was  agreeably  divided  between 
delicious  fruit  salad  and  tea  and  the  flying 
white  figures  on  the  court. 
G^  Everyone  was  delighted  to  see  Miss  Ross,  who 

was  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  game.  With 
the  presentation  of  the  Cup  and  a  short  speech 
from  the  Chairman,  a  very  exciting  and  enjoyable 
afternoon  was  brought  to  a  close.  We  heartily 
congratulate  the  Matrons  who  were  the  originators 
and  promoters  of  this  idea  to  stimulate  a  healthy 
love  of  sport  among  their  nurses,  and  a  friendly 
rivalry  among  the  Hospitals  of  the  M.A.B. 

We  may  add  that  the  defeated  shook  hands  in 
true  sportsmanlike  manner  with  the  victors  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  game. 


BOTULISM. 


The  tragic  outbreak  of  botulism  at  Loch  Maree 
Hotel  has,  says  The  Lancet,  naturally  directed 
attention  to  the  possibility  of  further  outbreaks 
in  this  country.  First  recognised  in  Germany, 
where  it  was  at  one  time  fairly  prevalent,  the 
nature  of  botulism  was  only  elucidated  when  van 
Ermengem  in  1896  isolated  the  bacillus  botulinus 
as  the  cause.  From  that  date  until  about  ten 
years  ago  the  condition  was  looked  upon  as  a  very 
rare  one  and  of  academic  rather  than  practical 
importance.  Then  a  series  of  outbreaks  and 
isolated  cases  were  recorded  in  the  United  States  of 
America  and  have  continued  up  to  the  present 
time.  They  have  shown  two  features  of  interest. 
In  the  first  place,  the  European  cases  were  nearly 
aU  associated  with  a  vehicle  which  was  usually 
meat  in  some  form  or  other,  and,  indeed,  the  earlier 
outbreaks  were  given  the  title  of  sausage  poisoning 
from  the  constant  association  with  that  form  of 
made-up  food.  In  the  United  States,  on  the 
contrary,  the  vehicle  has  been  almost  invariably 
fruit  or  vegetables  in  a  preserved  form,  as  a  rule 
home  canned  or  bottled,  less  commonly  commer- 
cially put  up  in  cans.  One  of  the  most  dramatic 
outbreaks  was  after  a  banquet  in  a  students 
club  house  at  San  Francisco,  when  the  noxa  was  a 
salad  of  string  beans  prepared  at  the  home  of  one 
of  the  students.  The  other  feature  of  interest  is 
that  the  outbreaks  have  been  mostly  localised  in 
California  or  one  of  the  western  States.  Since 
1900  there  have  been  reported  39  outbreaks  of 
human  botulism  in  California,  with  a  total  of 
130  cases  and  a  case  mortality  of  72  per  cent. 
In  the  spring  of  191 8,  a  remarkable  group  of  cases 
of  oculo-motor  paralysis,  mostly  occurring  in  London 
and  Sheffield,  was  reported  in  our  columns^  in 
which  botulism  was  at  first  suspected  to  be  the 
cause.  Careful  inquiry,  however,  showed  that  this 
diagnosis  was  unfounded.  Dr.  W.  G.  Savage  states 
definitely  in  his  book2  on  food  poisoning  that  he 
has  been  unable  to  trace  a  single  definite  outbreak 
of  botulism  in  this  country.  The  Loch  Maree  out- 
break may  be  reasonably  accepted  as  the  first 
authenticated  outbreak  in   Britain. 

In  California  investigators  have  shown  that  the 
botuline  bacillus  is  not  only  a  cause  of  human 
disease,  but  that  at  least  two  animal  diseases  are 
related  to  it,  viz.,  limberneck  in  chickens  and 
fodder  disease  in  horses.  A  diligent  examination 
of  possible  material  outside  the  animal  body  has 
demonstrated  the  presence  of  this  bacillus  upon 
the  surface  of  growing  fruits  and  vegetables, 
bruised  cherries,  decaying  leaves,  and  the  bodies 
of  insects.  Extensive  soil  studies  have  also  been 
made,  and  it  has  been  shown  that  the  spores  of  the 
organism  are  widely  distributed  through  the  soil 
of  the  western  States  and  also  in  many  other  parts 
of  U.S.A.  Dr.  Meyer  has  published  a  map 
showing  their  distribution  in  soil,  and  at  the  present 
time  has  in  hand  a  series  of  investigations,  not  yet 

iTAe   Lancet,    191 8,    i.,    568.    569. 
2"  Food    Poisoning    and    Food    Infections."     1920. 
Cambridge  University  Press. 
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completed,  as  to  their  distribution  in  England  and 
other  European  countries.  American  investigators 
have  also  established  the  important  point  that 
there  are  two  distinct  types  of  toxin,  distinguished 
by  the  letters  A  and  B,  and  that  the  antitoxin 
■of  type  A  does  not  protect  against  the  toxin  of 
type  B.  Immune  sera  have  been  prepared,  the 
most  suitable  animal  being  the  goat,  and  the  anti- 
toxin so  produced  is  valuable  for  treatment  if  the 
•condition  is  recognised  early  enough.  The  occur- 
rence of  different  types  makes  it  necessary  that 
polyvalent  sera  should  be  employed. 

Concerning  the  possibility  of  outbreaks  in  this 
country  the  following  facts  have  to  be  kept  in 
mind.  It  is  well  known  that  the  poisonous  effects 
are  due  to  the  development  of  a  powerful  toxin  by 
the  bacillus,  and  that  the  spores  of  the  bacilli 
themselves  are  harmless  when  taken  by  the  mouth. 
The  bacillus  is  a  saprophytic  anaerobe  and  pro- 
duces its  toxin  outside  the  animal  body.  In  the 
older  outbreaks  in  Germany  and  other  parts  of  the 
•Continent  these  conditions  were  provided  by  the 
stacking  of  bacon  or  other  food  under  faulty 
conditions  which  restricted  air  access.  In  the 
more  recent  outbreaks  the  anaerobiosis  is  obtained 
in  the  sealed-up  jars  of  fruit  or  vegetables. 
Exactly  what  were  the  conditions  which  caused 
infection  and  favoured  toxin  production  in  the 
Loch  Maree  outbreak  must  remain  uncertain  until 
after  the  results  of  the  judicial  inquiry.  The 
possibility  of  outbreaks  of  botulism  resulting  from 
the  enormous  importation  of  canned  fruits  from 
California  to  this  country  has  recently  been  dis- 
cussed •*  by  Dr.  Savage.  His  view  is  that  the 
risk  is  a  small  one  provided  all  unsound  or  doubtful 
food  is  rejected.  The  gist  of  his  argument  may 
be  put  thus.  While  -direct  examination  and 
experimental  investigation  have  shown  that  B. 
botulinus  may  be  isolated  from  canned  fruits  or 
other  foods  which  are  perfectly  sound  in  every 
way,  the  bacillus  under  such  conditions  is  present 
in  the  sporing  state  and  almost  always  in  small 
numbers  only.  Such  spores  may  develop  into 
bacilli  and  produce  extremely  poisonous  toxins 
under  suitable  conditions,  but  they  will  not  do 
«o  in  the  animal  body.  Botuline  spores  in 
moderate  number  can  be  swallowed  with  impunity  ; 
danger  only  arises  when  the  numbers  are  so  large 
that  the  toxin  in  the  spores  themselves  is  sufficient 
to  produce  symptoms.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
such  spores  find  conditions  suitable  to  their  growth 
and  develop,  they  wiU,  it  is  true,  produce  potent 
toxins,  but  the  process  wiU  be  accompanied — 
usually  but  not  invariably — by  a  physical  altera- 
tion of  the  outside  of  the  tin  (blown  or  springy 
condition),  and  invariably  by  a  rancid  odour.  In 
other  words,  the  dangerous  tins  are  also  physically 
unfit,  and  in  most,  if  not  all,  the  recorded  out- 
breaks associated  with  fruit  or  vegetables  the 
•danger  signal  has  been  neglected.  These  con- 
siderations refer  to  canned  fruit  or  vegetables. 
How  far  they  apply  to  preserved  meats  or  other 

^"  Botulism  and  Canned  Fruits  and  Vegetables," 
Medical  Officer,   July  15th. 


foods,  the  flavour  of  which  may  mask  the  odour 
of  botuline  growth,  is  uncertain  and  requires 
investigation. 

A    NEW    RESIDENTIAL    CLUB    FOR 
NURSES. 

A  new  residential  club  for  nurses  has  been 
opened  within  the  past  few  weeks  at  25,  Devonshire 
Terrace,  Lancaster  Gate,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Mrs.  Dawes. 

This  club  should  prove  a  great  asset  to  private 
nurses,  for  Mrs.  Dawes  is  out  to  make  them  com- 
fortable. She  has  been  a  private  nurse  herself 
and  knows  how  much  a  nurse's  happiness  depends 
on  the  thoughtful  study  for  her  creature  comforts, 
when  she  comes  in  weary  and  often  overwrought 
from  her  case.  "  The  little  more  how  much  it  is  " 
has  been  thoroughly  studied  at  25,  Devonshire 
Terrace. 

First  on  the  list  a  very  good  cook  ;  every  bed 
as  soft  and  comfortable  as  good  hair  mattresses 
can  make  them  ;  a  hot  bath  whenever  required 
for  the  modest  sum  of  2d.,  by  means  of  a  geyser 
(penny-in-the-slot  system),  real  hot  water,  and 
plenty  of  it — not  forgetting  a  generous  supply  for 
the  early  morning  ablutions,  taken  round  to  the 
bedrooms ;  plenty  of  cupboard  and  wardrobe 
space  which  can  be  rented  and  retained  for  £1  is. 
yearly,  and  for  the  more  affluent,  single  rooms 
can  be  retained  for  ;^i2  yearly  and  cubicles  for  ;^io, 
which  is,  of  course,  absurdly  cheap  for  any  part  of 
London  in  these  days,  and  this  locality  may  be 
styled  as  very  desirable.  The  bedrooms  are 
thoroughly  comfortable  and  tastefully  furnished 
with  pretty  bedspreads  and  flowery  crockery. 
Some  are  single  rooms,  others  contain  two  or  three 
beds,  the  necessary  privacy  being  secured  by 
means  of  charming  coloured  screens.  The  drawing 
room  is  well  supplied  with  luxurious  chairs  and 
couches  upholstered  in  blue,  and  with  delightfully 
heavy  silk  velvet  curtains  of  the  same  shade  in 
the  long  windows.  Touches  of  brilliant  orange 
here  and  there  supply  the  necessary  contrast. 
The  dining  room  is  supplied  with  small  tables, 
and  an  ingenious  lift  through  the  floor  into  an 
alcove  brings  the  food  straight  from  the  kitchen, 
so  that  hot  meals  are  ensured. 

The  walls  of  this  room  are  distempered  in  soft 
cream  colour,  which,  with  the  dark  brown  wood- 
work gives  a  very  pleasant  effect.  In  the  base- 
ment arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
washing  and  ironing  of  small  articles,  which,  in 
these  days  of  ruinous  laundry  prices,  should  be 
greatly  valued  by  club  members.  Here  also  are 
commodious  store  cupboards,  already  stocked 
with  home-made  jams,  for  Mrs.  Dawes  is  "  house 
proud."  It  is  evident  that  every  department  is 
personally  supervised  by  her,  and  that  she  spares 
neither  time,  thought,  or  money  in  her  efforts  to 
make  the  club  a  success.  It  only  remains  for  the 
members  to  rally  round  and  assist  her  in  this 
enterprise.  It  should  be  added  that  the  terms  are 
moderate,  as  has  been  instanced  in  the  retaining 
charges  for  bedrooms. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN    OF   THE  CORPORATION. 


THE  LATE  DUCHESS  OF  ALBANY. 


Members  of  the  Association  have  received  with 
deep  regret  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  Duchess 
of  Albany.  Her  Hfe  has  been  one  which  fulfilled 
the  traditions  of  our  English  Royal  Family,  for 
she  has  been  untiring  in  public  service,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  sick  poor  of  Deptford. 

On  behalf  of  the  Members  Mrs.  Campbell- 
Thomson  has  conveyed  to  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  Princess  Christian  their  deep  sympathy  in  her 
sorrow  and  has  received  in  reply  a  very  gracious 
letter  of  acknowledgement. 

A    REFLECTION. 

At  the  end  of  a  holiday,  when  one  has  lived  at 
the  rate  of  a  thousand  a  year  in  happiness  and 
freedom,  one  is  rather  apt  to  return  to  the  dull 
routine  of  life  regretfully.  Somehow  the  sun 
didn't  shine  so  brightly,  nor  was  the  sky  so  blue 
this  morning,  when  we  arrived  at  King's  Cross, 
and  the  London  cabby  with  his  ancient  Jehu 
bore  us  back  to  "  Queen's  Gate  "  !  That  feeling 
was  entirely  dispelled  by  the  hearty  welcome  given 
us  on  the  doorstep  ;  and  the  atmosphere  of 
comfort  and  comradeship  which  our  Club  always 
broadcasts  made  us  realise  that  the  "  holiday 
feeling  "  was  not  entirely  gone. 

It  would  ill  become  us,  who  partake  of  that 
hospitality  often,  did  we  not  sometimes  try  to 
express  our  gratitude  oii  paper  !  The  R.B.N.A. 
Club  is  a  real  home  from,  home  for  the  profession  ; 
and  the  meaning  of  those  four  words  is  best  under- 
stood by  those  who  have  knocked  about  the  world, 
without  the  opportunity  of  perching  comfortably 
anywhere.  We  dare  not  even  whisper  or  hint  at 
the  inspirer  and  promoter  of  all  those  home 
comforts,  and  whose  smile  of  welcome  is  best  of  all ; 
but  we  know  and  are  grateful.  Every  big  forward 
Movement  has  its  leader,  and  the  R.B.N.A.  Club 
is  a  forward  movement  in  London.  Quite  recently 
two  friends  of  the  writer's  stayed  at  the  Club  for 
ten  days,  busy  women  from  the  "  North  Countrie," 
the  land  of  home-makers,  and  they  have  not  since 
ceased  to  praise  its  hospitality  and  genial  atmo- 
spere.  The  beds,  food,  and  attendance  were 
excellent,  they  said  ;  but  the  kindness  and  charm 
of  the  officials  and  the  comfort  and  "  homeliness  " 
of   the   house   were   their   chief   impressions.     If 


strangers  visiting  London  praise  it  thus,  how 
much  greater  are  its  benefits  to  regular  frequenters  ! 
It  is  already  the  rendezvous  of  eminent  members 
of  the  nursing  profession  as  well  as  the  rank  and 
file  ;  and  "  a  day  will  yet  declare  it,"  how  many 
have  been  cheered  and  strengthened  for  difficult 
work  by  kindness  and  sympathy  shown  them  at 
the  Club. 

What  would  this  old  world  be  without  the 
handclasp  of  friendship,  and  the  ready  smile  of 
welcome  ?  Nurses  are  no  mere  human  machines,, 
and  perhaps  more  than  other  workers  need  human 
consideration,  because  of  their  exacting  work. 

They  get  it  in  "  fuU  measure,  pressed  down,  and 
running  over  "  at  Queen's  Gate.  Hospitality,  that 
fine  courtesy  so  typical  of  the  British  nation,  is 
beautifully  woven  into  the  warp  and  woof  of  the 
daily  life  of  the  R.B,N.A.  Club,  Queen's  Gate, 
London. 

A.  E.  M. 
NOT  FORGOTTEN. 

The  domestic  staff  at  the  Club  propose,  at  their 
own  expense,  to  entertain  the  gentlemen  of 
St.  Dunstan's  during  October.  As  they  are  to  be 
the  hostesses  on  this  occasion,  we  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  members  of  the  Association  who  will 
come  and  help  in  the  dining  room,  in  order  that 
we  may  be  able  to  give  the  guests  the  most  pleasant 
afternoon  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  show 
good-will  to  the  staff  at  the  Club,  who  by  their 
efficient  work  and  courtesy  have  done  so  much  tO' 
make  it  a  home  to  which  the  nurses  can  all  look 
forward  to  entering  again  at  the  close  of  each 
period  of  arduous  work.  We  have  had  many 
expressions  of  heartfelt  appreciation  of  the  hospi- 
tality shown  to  the  blind  soldiers  of  St.  Dunstan's. 
by  the  R.B.N.A.,  and  therefore  very  gladly 
acceded  to  the  request  of  the  staff  that  they  also 
be  given  opportunity  to  show  kindness  and  hos- 
pitality to  those  to  whom  a  debt  is  due  that  no- 
kindness  can  ever  repay. 

LECTURE. 

Major  Rigg,  O.B.E.,  has  very  kindly  promised 
to  give  a  Lecture  at  194,  Queen's  Gate,  on  Saturday, 
October  7th,  on  "  London's  Guilds,  Past,  Present 
and  Future,"  at  4.15  p.m.  The  subject  should 
prove  one  of  the  greatest  interest,  especially  to- 
those  who  find  fascination  in  the  study  of  the  history- 
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of  old  London,  and  we  look  forward  to  a  very- 
pleasant  afternoon.  As  this  gathering  will  be  the 
first  to  take  place  at  the  Club  after  the  holidays, 
we  hope  to  see  many  old  friends  again.  Major 
Rigg  is  one  of  the  greatest  authorities  on  the 
history  of  the  City  Guilds  which  have  influenced 
so  widely  the  destinies  of  the  capital  of  the  Empire. 

DANCE. 

It  has  been  arranged  that  we  have  a  dance  at 
the  Club  during  the  late  autumn,  and  we  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  the  names  of  any  members  who  will 
help  us  in  making  arrangements  for  this.  There  are 
many  ways  in  which  they  can  do  so,  and  without 
their  co-operation  the  chances  of  arranging  a  very 
successful  evening  are  greatly  lessened.  We  hope, 
therefore,  that  many  letters  will  reach  the  ofhce 
containing  offers  of  help,  and  then  perhaps  a 
committee  could  be  formed  to  meet  at  an  early 
date  in  order  to  discuss  arrangements.  It  has  been 
proposed  that  fancy  dress  should  be  worn. 

A  GENEROUS  GIFT. 

The  R.B.N. A.  Club  has  been  the  recipient  of  a 
very  generous  gift  from  Miss  Cecilia  Liddiatt, 
which  takes  the  form  of  a  fine  hot  carving  table  for 
the  dining  room  ;  this  will  prove  most  valuable  in 
keeping  the  food  hot  during  the  process  of  carving. 
It  is  hardly  more  than  a  year  since  Miss  Liddiatt 
gave  to  the  Association  a  handsome  case  of 
mahogany  and  glass,  in  order  that  its  banner 
might  hang  in  the  hall  instead  of  being  brought 
out  only  on  "  State  occasions  "  ;  it  has  been 
greatly  appreciated,  and  the  "  colours  "  of  the 
Association  have  been  much  admired  by  those 
who  have  visited  our  headquarters  from  time  to 
time.  Recently  Miss  Liddiatt  announced  her  in- 
tention of  making  another  gift  to  the  Corporation. 
"  For,"  said  she,  "  whenever  I  have  a  good  year 
I  like  to  give  a  present  to  my  Association."  Her 
first  intention  was  to  have  a  large  awning  put  up 
on  the  roof,  when  one  of  the  nurses  remarked 
that  it  would  probably  prove  more  useful  to  have 
this  over  the  drawing-room  balcony.  When, 
•  however.  Miss  Liddiatt  chanced  to  hear  that 
estimates  had  been  obtained  from  the  Gas  Com- 
pany for  the  installation  of  a  hot  table,  she  promptly 
went  off  and  ordered  one  to  be  connected  with  the 
electric  light  supply.  It  is  proving  exceedingly 
useful  at  the  present  time,  but  it  is  during  the 
winter  that  we  shall  most  be  able  to  appreciate 
its  value,  when  large  numbers  have  to  be  served 
and  it  is  difficult  to  keep  meals  hot. 

Members  of  the  Club  have  desired  us  to  convey 
to  Miss  Liddiatt  their  most  warm  thanks  for  her 
gift,  about  which  there  have  been  many  expressions 
of  appreciation.  The  R.B.N.A.  owes  much  to 
Miss  Liddiatt.  Not  only  does  she,  as  a  Member 
of  the  General  Council  and  Executive  Committee, 
take  a  very  keen  and  active  interest  in  all  its  work, 
but  she  finds  many  opportunities  to  help  it  in 
other  ways.  Indeed,  often  she  has  been  teased 
and  told  that  it  takes  precedence,  with  her,  of 
everything  else  in  life ;  but  they  are  the  most 
advanced  who  can  put  a  community  before  their 
own  personal  interests.     We  can  well  remember 


an  occasion  within,  the  last  few  years  when  the- 
Association  was  passing  through  a  great  crisis, 
and  Miss  Liddiatt  arrived  at  the  office  one  morning^ 
to  say  :   "  My  capital  at  the  present  time  amounts 

to .      Please  understand  that  the  Association 

can  draw  up  to  that  amount  upon  my  account, 
for  whatever  it  requires,  without  liability  for  re- 
payment." We  hope  that  Miss  Liddiatt  will 
forgive  us  for  repeating  what  was  probably 
regarded  by  her  as  more  or  less  a  private  con- 
versation, but  we  feel  that  her  fellow  members 
should  know  how  warm-hearted  and  generous  a 
friend  they  have  in  her,  although  she  is  not  able, 
owing  to  her  frequent  absences  from  town,  and 
indeed  from  England,  to  take  a  very  public  part 
in  its  work. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  MALTA^ 

At  the  General  Meeting  of  the  Subscribers  to 
the  Malta  War  Memorial  for  Children,  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  who  is  also  President  of  the 
Hospital,  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  Sisters 
of  the  Little  Company  of  Mary,  who,  he  said, 
were  giving  to  the  Memorial  at  the  present  time 
the  use  of  a  splendid  ward  in  their  magnificent 
Hospital  at  Zammit  Clapp.  The  Hospital  has,  for 
many  years,  carried  on  a  great  work  in  Malta, 
and  the  enthusiasm  of  its  nursing  staff  is  in  no' 
small  measure  responsible  for  the  very  high 
reputation  which  it  has  attained.  But  this 
enthusiasm  and  energy  is  not  confined  nierely  to 
their  hospital.  The  Sisters  take  the  keenest 
interest  in  all  aspects  of  nursing ;  several  are 
members  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
and  few  keep  in  closer  touch  with  all  its  activities 
or  follow  with  greater  attention  every  piece  of  work 
which  it  undertakes.  We  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  two  Sisters  when  on  leave,  and  the  latest 
development  at  their  hospital  must,  we  know,  have 
given   them   very   great  satisfaction   indeed. 

MARRIAGE. 

Miss  Florence  Reid  was  married  recently  to  Mr. 
Clanman.  We  offer  to  both  our  sincere  good 
wishes  for  their  happiness. 

ENGAGEMENT. 

The  engagement  is  announced  of  Miss  Nellie 
Lillecrapp  to  Walter  Hawke,  Esq.,  of  Budgate, 
Launceston.  Miss  Lillecrapp  is  a  very  popular 
member  of  the  Association,  and  has  taken  private 
cases  from  it  for  the  last  two  years.  We  offer  to 
her  and  to  Mr.  Hawke  the  warmest  good  wishes 
and  congratulations  of  the  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

GIFTS. 

Mrs.  Hoadley,  grapes ;  Mrs.  Hayes  Palmer, 
fruit,  vegetables  and  potatoes ;  Mrs.  Stewart 
Murray,  flowers  and  vegetables ;  Misses  BeU, 
Birse,  Burke,  Dunsford,  Griffin,  Le  Bailey,  and 
Lillecrapp,  flowers ;  Miss  Anderson,  eggs  and 
flowers ;  and  Miss  Harte,  cake  and  butter. 
Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 


i86 


^be  Britieb  3ournal  of  TRuretna*    September  i6,  1922 


THE   INTERNATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 
NURSES, 


NUR5ES'     ASSOCIATION    OF    CHINA. 

Report    presented    to    the   Meeting   of   the 
Council  at  Copenhagen. 

{Continued  from  page  i68.) 

Regulations  covering  Candidates  for  the 
Association  Diploma  for  Nurses. 

Course  of  Training  and  Study, 

1.  The  course  of  training  must  cover  a  period 
of  at  least  three  years,  and  must  be  taken  in  a 
hospital  which  is  registered  under  the  Association, 
or  recognised  by  it. 

2.  It  shall  be  understood  that  the  whole  course 
of  study  must  be  covered,  but  the  order  in  which 
the  subjects  may  be  taken  is  quite  optional. 

The  course  of  study  shall  include  the  following 
subjects  : — 

First  Year. 

Elementary  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Hygiene 
and  Elementary  Bacteriology  (including  theory  of 
sepsis,  infection,  contagion,  &c.),  Chinese  dietetics, 
including  cookery  of  special  foods. 

Bandaging  (roller  and  triangular  bandages, 
preparation  of  splints,  plaster  of  Paris,  &c.). 

Materia  Medica  of  common  drugs  ;  doses,  effects, 
administration,  &c. 

Common  poisons  and  their  antidotes. 

General  nursing  principles. 

Second  Year. 

Medical  nursing :  theoretical  and  practical. 
Diseases  of  the  circulatory,  respiratory,  digestive, 
and  urinary  systems. 

Of  the  skin  and  of  infectious  diseases. 

Surgical  nursing :  theoretical  and  practical. 
Fractures,  burns,  septic  conditions,  and  hemor- 
rhages ;  preparation  of  cases  for  operation,  and 
their  after  nursing  ;  preparation  and  conduct  of 
operation  theatres,  including  sterilisation  and  care 
of  instruments,  ligatures  and  dressings,  &c. 

Nursing  of  children  :   medical  and  surgical  cases. 

Third  Year. 

Ophthalmic  nursing. 

Gynecological  and  obstetric  nursing  (for  women 
nurses) . 

Genito-urinary  cases  (for  men  nurses). 

Ambulance  and  First  Aid. 

3.  Examinations  for  diploma  shall  be  held  once 
a  year,  in  the  month  of  May  or  June. 

4.  A  candidate  may  take  the  examination  any 
time  after  the  full  three  Academic  years  of  training 
have  been  completed,  instead  of  the  three  calendar 
years,  and  when  the  candidate  has  attained  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  foreign  reckoning.  Special 
cases  may  be  considered  by  the  Examining  Board. 

5.  The  examiners  shall  be  eight  in  number  ;  four 
examiners  retiring  annually. 


6.  Every  examiner  must  be  a  full  member  of  her 
organisation,  and  shall  have  spent  at  least  three 
years  in  China. 

7.  (a)  The  examiners  of  the  N.A.C.  shaU  be 
appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
N.A.C.  Should  a  vacancy  occur  at  any  time  on 
the  Board  of  Examiners  the  president  and  secretary 
in  consultation  with  the  examiners  shall  be 
empowered  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

(b)  The  examiners  of  the  C.M.M.A.  shall  be 
appointed  and  vacancies  filled  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  C.M.M.A. 

8.  The  examiners  wUl  set  papers  in  the  following 
subjects  : — 

a.  Medical  and  Children's. 

b.  Surgical  and  Bacteriology. 

c.  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

d.  Materia  Medica. 

e.  G.U.  and  First  Aid  (men  only). 

f.  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  (women  only). 

(15  questions,  lo  to  be  answered.) 

g.  Dietetics. 

h.  Diseases  of  the  eye. 

(7  questions,  5  to  be  answered.) 

N.B. — The  examiners  shall  adhere  to  the 
terminology  approved  by  the  Publication  and 
Terminology  Committee  of  the  C.M.M.A. 

9.  The  examiners  shall  send  particulars  of  the 
examination  results  to  the  secretary  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  N.A.C, 
who  shall  grant  the  diplomas.  The  decision  of  the 
Executive  Committee  must  be  considered  as  final. 

10.  Every  candidate  before  taking  the  examina- 
tion must  present  a  certificate  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Association,  duly  signed  by  those  in  charge  of 
the  Training  School  to  the  efiect  that : — 

(a)  The  applicant  has  given  satisfaction  in 
character  and  general  conduct  and  in  practical 
work  in  the  wards. 

(b)  The  applicant  has  had  at  least  three  full 
years'  training  as  a  nurse. 

(c)  The  applicant  has  regularly  attended  classes 
for  instruction. 

11.  The  above  application,  together  with  the 
name  and  address  of  the  person  responsible,  to 
whom  the  examination  papers  shall  be  sent,  must 
reach  the  secretary  of  the  N.A.C.  not  later  than 
March  ist. 

12.  Fees. — The  fee  for  examination  shall  be 
$1.00  Mex.  for  each  candidate  payable  at  the  time 
of  application  for  examination. 

13.  Marks. — Seventy  (70%)  per  cent,  on  the 
whole,  and  a  minimum  of  sixty-five  (65%)  per  cent, 
on  each  subject  shall  be  required  for  a  "  pass  " 
and  eighty  per  cent,  must  be  obtained  to  secure 
"  honours." 

14.  Any  candidate  failing  to  pass  in  one  or  more 
subjects  may  repeat  those  subjects  again  any 
following  year,  but  any  candidate  failing  in  three 
or  more  subjects  must  repeat  the  whole,  and  may 
present  herself,  or  himself,  at  the  next  or  any  later 
one  of  the  annual  examinations. 

{To  be  concluded.) 


\ 


September  ib,  1922     ^bc  ^BtltiBb  Joumal  of  IRurslng. 


■87 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

Palmer  Memorial  Hospital.— Miss  Thelma  Feltham 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Cumberland  Infirmary,  CarUsle,  and  has  since  held 
the  position  of  Staff  Sister  at  the  Palmer  Memorial 

Hospital. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Greenwich  and  Deptford  Hospital.— Miss  Lilian  E- 
Hewitt  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  Greenwich  Infirmary,  where  she  was 
appointed  Staff  Nurse  and  Sister.  For  four  years 
she  was  Sister  at  the  British  Red  Cross  Hospital, 
Netley,  has  acted  in  the  same  capacity  at  the  Staines 
Cottage  Hospital.  Miss  Hewitt  is  also  a  Certified 
Midwife. 

SISTER. 

Whitehaven  and  West  Cumberland  Infirmary. — Miss 
C.  Walker  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  General  Hospital,  Darlington,  and  has  been 
Staff  Nurse  and  Holiday  Sister  at  Sunderland  Royal 
Infirmary, 

HEALTH    VISITOR. 

Leigh  Borough. — Miss  A.  Duncan  has  been  appointed 
Health  Visitor.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Albert 
Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan,  at  the  Jessop  Hospital, 
Sheffield,  and  at  the  Robson  Maternity  Home,  Stockton- 
on-Tees. 

Norwich  City. — Miss  A.  J.  Woosman  has  been 
appointed  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse.  She 
was  trained  at  Bagthorpe  Infirmary,  Nottingham, 
and  has  since  been  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse 
at  Rhondda. 

PRESENTATION. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  East  Suffolk  and 
Ipswich  Hospital  Nurses'  League^ — -recently  held  at  the 
Hospital — Miss  M.  Collett,  A.R.R.C,  was  presented, 
as  a  mark  of  affection,  with  a  purse  of  money,  handed 
to  her  by  the  former  Matron,  Miss  M.  Deane  upon 
behalf  of  the  past  and  present  members  of  the  League. 
Miss  Collett  has  been  associated  with  the  hospital  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  she  was  deeply  touched  by  this 
evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  her  colleagues,  to 
whom  she  expressed  her  gratitude  with  evident  feeling. 
So  long  as  senior  and  junior  nurses  work  together  in 
good  comradeship  our  Nursing  Schools  will  attract 
and  turn  out  the  right  type  of  nurse.  The  new  Matron 
•  at  Ipswich,  Miss  K.  V.  S.  Merriman,  R.R.C.,  who  is  a 
very  able  woman,  is  evidently  carrying  on  the  fine 
traditions  of  her  greatly  respected  predecessor. 

WEDDING    BELL5. 

A  marriage  has  recently  taken  place  at  Pilton, 
Somerset,  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Corben,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Shepton  Mallet  District  Hospital,  and  Miss  B.  R. 
Miller,  a  Sister  at  the  hospital.  The  bride,  who  is 
highly  qualified,  was  trained  at  the  Queen's  Hospital 
for  Children,  Hackney,  and  at  King's  College  Hospital, 
Denmark  Hill.  She  is  also  a  Certified  Midwife.  The 
happy  pair  received  many  beautiful  presents,  amongst 
them  an  ebony  toilet  set  from  the  Matron  and  nursing 
staff,  and  cheques  from  the  Committee  and  the  Medical 
Staff. 

In  consequence  of  the  numerous  inquiries  which  have 
been  addressed  to  him,  the  Home  Secretary  desires  to 
give  notice  that,  in  accordance  with  the  Order  in  Council 
of  March  15th,  1922,  Summer  Time  will  not  cease  until 
3  a.m.  (Summer  Time)  in  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
October  8th,  when  clocks  wall  be  put  back  to  2  a.m. 


HAPPINESS    WELL    DESERVED. 


How  few  present-day  Nurses  realise  the  unceas- 
ing labour,  the  weary  feet  and  brains,  which  have 
contributed  to  the  hon6urable  status  won  for 
them  by  their  elder  colleagues  in  the  thirty  years'" 
struggle  for  the  State  Organisation  of  Nursing, 
and  the  help  of  numbers  of  other  persons  out  of 
the  limelight  who  have  contributed  to  that  great 
reform  !  W^ould  that  our  Nurses  were  taught  the 
history  of  their  profession  in  the  Training  Schools 
and  the  grace  of  gratitude  ! 

During  the  whole  thirty  years  the  Editor  of 
this  Journal  had  her  arduous  labours  considerably 
lightened  by  the  help  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Dellow, 
who  for  all  that  time  was  an  inmate  of  her  home 
— as  doctor's  assistant  and  housekeeper — during 
which  time  she  answered  thousands  of  calls, 
telephone  messages  and  other  enquiries,  and  knew 
more  of  the  political  progress  of  the  work  than 
many  members  of  the  profession. 

Now,  alas  !  her  daily  help  is  available  no  longer. 
On  Saturday  last,  at  the  Parish  Church  of  St. 
Marylebone,  W.,  Miss  Dellow  was  married  to  Mr. 
George  Chandler,  the  Crown  Clerk  of  the  Parish. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  drove  the  bride 
to  church,  who  was  most  becomingly  dressed  in 
brown  and  pink,  and  she  was  given  away  by  the 
former,  the  ceremony  being  conducted  by  the 
Rector,  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Morrison  and  the  Rev. 
H.  Burne.  The  Rev.  R.  Percy  Thompson  delivered 
a  feeling  address. 

Many  relatives  and  friends  of  both  families  were 
present,  and  were  touched  by  the  exquisite  music — 
especially  by  the  singing  of  Mr.  Harry  Marriott, 
who  rendered  in  his  most  lovely  tenor  voice,  "  In 
Native  W^orth,"  from  Haydn's  Creation. 

Mr.  Tomblin,  Organist  Precentor,  presided  at 
the  organ,  and  played  Mendelssohn's  "  Wedding 
March." 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fenwick  signed  the  Register,  and 
afterwards  gave  a  Reception  to  the  bride  and 
bridegroom  and  their  friends  at  the  Great  Central 
Hotel — where  evidently  wedding  functions  are  a 
speciality. 

Refreshments  and  delicious  dainties  were  served 
in  the  Oak  Room,  where,  under  a  large  bell  of 
white  flowers  and  ribbons,  a  white  settee  with 
satin  cushions  was  reserved  for  the  bridal  pair,  from 
which  coign  of  vantage  they  welcomed  their  friends. 
The  wedding  cake,  decorated  with  orange  blos- 
som and  silver  leaves,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Fenwick,  was 
specially  made  by  the  cunning  hand  of  Miss 
Danson,  of  Millom,  a  celebrated  north  country 
confiseur,  and  was  a  real,  rich,  old-fashioned  cake, 
such  as  few  brides  can  command  in  these  days, 
and  was  pronounced  perfection. 

The  health  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom  was 
proposed  in  happy  phrase  by  Dr.  Fenwick,  who 
wished  them  the  happiness  they  well  deserved,  and 
the  toast  was  heartily  responded  to  by  the  guests 
clinking  their  glasses  of  sparkling  "  bubbly." 

Many   beautiful  and   useful   presents  were  re- 
ceived by  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chandler  to  add  tO' 
the  comfort  of  their  home  at  Harrow. 
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THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  President  of  King  Edward's 
Hospital  Fund  for  London,  has  intimated  his  in- 
tention to  take  an  active  personal  interest  in  the 
autumn  campaign  of  the  Hospitals  of  London 
Combined  Appeal.  He  has  given  permission  for 
a  reproduction  of  his  photograph  on  flags  and 
favours  for  sale  on  "  Our  Day  and  the  Prince's 
Day,"  to  be  held  in  London  on  October  6th,  and 
has  promised  to  attend  the  London  Schools' 
Open  Air  Children's  Festival  at  Stamford  Bridge, 
on  the  afternoon  of  October  30th.  He  will  visit 
the  headquarters  at  19,  Berkeley  Street,  W.  i, 
early  in  October,  and  inspect  the  various  sections 
of  the  organisation. 

The  total  of  the  fund,  inclusive  of  amounts  in 
the  hands  of  the  Educational  Auxiliary,  has  now 
reached  ;t'3i4,50o.  ;^50o,ooo  is  wanted  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 


institution  is  ;^ioo  daily,  and  last  year  a  deficit  of 
;^i 2,000  was  shown. 


The  Sooth  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and  Priory  will  be 
celebrated  in  March,  1923,  and  both  the  King  and 
Queen  are  taking  the  liveliest  interest  in  the 
forthcoming  celebration.  In  order  that  the 
history  and  usefulness  of  the  great  institution 
may  be  brought  before  tl\e  public  in  a  worthy 
manner,  preparations  are  now  being  made  with 
this  object  in  view  by  the  governors,  treasurer, 
.almoners,  medical  staff  and  alumni,  together  with 
the  rector  and  churchwardens  of  St.  Bartholomew- 
the-Great,  and  the  numerous  friends  of  the 
hospital.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  President  of  the 
Hospital,  is  giving  his  cordial  support  to  the 
scheme. 


Founded  on  November  17th,  1919,  in  order 
that  wounded  men  residing  in  the  neighbourhood 
should  be  able  to  get  the  latest  electrical  treatment 
without  going  to  London,  the  Dartford  Electrical 
Clinic  has  been  for  some  time  maintained  by  the 
Guardians,  and  its  benefits  are  not  only  available 
for  those  who  suffered  during  the  war,  but  for 
.  all  those  who  need  its  beneficent  services. 

The  Clinic  occupies  a  portion  of  a  building 
quite  apart  from  the  Institution,  and  is  equipped 
with  all  the  latest  appliances  for  the  treatment  of 
cases  of  all  sorts. 

During  the  year  ending  December,  1921,  6,300 
attendances  were  made  at  the  Clinic  by  ex-Service 
men  and  others,  and  during  this  period  practically 
only  two  sisters  were  on  duty.  At  present  there 
are  three  sisters  working — Sister  Buchanan,  who 
has  been  specially  trained  for  the  work,  and  had 
seven  years'  experience  in  the  East  London 
Hospital  in  addition  to  war  service,  being  in 
charge.  She  is  assisted  by  Sister  Wardell  and 
Sister  Davies. 


The  following  appointments  have  been  made  at 
the  Infants'  Hospital,  Vincent  Square,  West- 
minster : — ^Dr.  Donald  Paterson  and  Dr.  Helen 
Mackay  as  Assistant  Physicians,  and  Dr.  Enid 
M.  Moore  as  Anaesthetist. 


Owing  to  the  grave  state  of  the  finances,  a 
special  court  of  governors  of  the  Royal  Sussex 
County  Hospital,  at  Brighton,  have  decided  to 
close  four  wards,  a  total  of  125  beds.  There  are 
225  beds  in  the  hospital.     The  cost  of  running  the 


Mr.  Reginald  Wilfred  Arthur  EUiston,  of 
Brighton,  has  been  appointed  Secretary  of  the 
Doncaster  Royal  Infirmary  in  succession  to  Mr. 
H.  Kingsley  Pearce,  who  is  leaving  next  month  to 
become  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Manchester 
Royal  Infirmary. 

Mr.  EUiston  has  spent  about  eleven  years  in 
hospital  administration,  with  an  interval  of  three 
years'  service  in  the  Rifle  Brigade.  From  191 1  to 
1920  he  was  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  West 
London  Hospital,  and  for  the  last  two  years  he 
has  been  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Sussex 
County  Hospital  at  Brighton,  a  hospital  with 
accommodation  for  225  patients. 

Mr.  EUiston,  who  is  only  thirty,  will  take  up 
his  duties  at  the  Doncaster  Infirmary  about  the 
middle  of  September. 

HOME  FOR  DELICATE  PAYING  GUEST5. 

Boaventura,  Hassocks,  which  is  surrounded  by 
lovely  Sussex  scenery,  and  is  only  sixteen  miles 
from  Brighton,  is  a  quiet,  comfortable  home  for 
paying  guests,  and  Mrs.  Masters,  who  is  a  Regis- 
tered Nurse,  informs  us  it  is  speciaUy  suitable  for 
delicate  and  convalescent  ladies.  Terms  on 
application. 

ALAS!     FOR    CHIVALRY     AND 
CHRISTENDOM. 

Those  of  us  who  love  Greece  for  her  glorious 
services  to  Art,  and  who  sympathise  with  her 
suffering  at  the  hands  of  her  barbarous  foe,  the 
Turk,  vision  her  now  in  agony  with  that  blood- 
stained scimitar  sweeping  her  Christian  people  in 
Anatolia  into  the  sea.  Shame  also  moves  us  that 
the  ineptitude  of  our  Government  is  largely 
responsible  for  this  tragedy — an  ineptitude  which 
is  calculated  to  cost  us  dear.  Such  betrayal  of 
our  Faith  merits  punishment. 

•MN     WATCHINQS     OFTEN." 

We  have  received  from  the  publishers,  Messrs. 
Longmans,  Green  &  Co.,  39,  Paternoster  Row, 
E.C.  4,  a  copy  of  the  latest  reprint  of  "  In  Watch- 
ings  Often,"  by  the  Venerable  E.  E.  Holmes,  B.D., 
Archdeacon  of  London.  The  book  (price  2s.  6d. 
net)  is  a  collection  of  addresses  to  nurses  and  others, 
the  popularity  of  which  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  originally  published  in  1905  the  first  edition 
was  reprinted  five  times,  and  the  second  edition, 
published  in  1907,  has  also,  with  the  reprint  before 
us,  been  reprinted  five  times  also. 

The  book  is  so  well-known  to  nurses  that  we 
need  do  no  more  than  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  this  latest  reprint  is  procurable. 
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Lepers  in  Basutoland  are  admitted  to  the  Settle- 
ment, Botsahelo,  instead  of  being  sent  to  Robbin 
Island,  as  in  former  times.  This  Settlement,  built 
by  the  Government  near  Maseru,  is  in  a  most 
beautiful  spot,  which  commands  lovely  views, 
including  numerous  mountain  ranges.  Here  the 
afflicted  people  are  segregated,  near  to  their  own 
people,  who  are  permitted  to  visit  them,  and 
where,  when  very  iU,  they  can  be  treated  in  the 
sick  wards.  These  afflicted  ones  are  encouraged 
to  take  interest  in  all  kinds  of  work  and  are  helped 
to  pass  time  to  the  best  of  their  ability — School, 
Church,  needlework,  gardening — and  the  Medical 
Superintendent,  Matron  and  nursing  staff 
encourage  them  to  keep  up  their  interest  in  healthy 
exercise  of  mind  and  body. 

Miss  J.  C.  Child — so  long  devoted  to  the  sick  in 
South  Africa,  now  resident  in  England — ^writes  us 
that  there  is  always  great  rejoicing  at  the  Settle- 
ment when  arrested  cases  can  be  sent  home,  and 
a  particular  group  evinced  great  pride  when  taking 
their  departure  dressed  in  their  own  handiwork — 
the  jumpers  Matron  (Miss  Willdon)  had  taught 
them  to  knit. 

For  some  time  friends  of  the  Settlement  have 
worked  hard  to  raise  funds  for  building  the  first 
church,  and  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  foundation 
stone  by  the  Bishop  of  Bloemfontein,  attended  by 
Canon  Cotterell,  Sir  Edward  Galloway,  and  other 
friends  was  a  red-letter  day  indeed,  worship 
hitherto  having  been  held  in  a  small  structure 
unfitted  for  the  purpose.  Miss  Child  begs  for 
practical  interest  in  the  work  of  this  humanising 
Settlement.  The  Matron,  devoted  to  their  welfare, 
teaches  the  patients  to  knit,  and  would  be  most 
grateful  if  anyone  has  wool  to  spare,  or  could  con- 
tribute funds  to  purchase  supplies,  which  could 
either  be  sent  to  Miss  Child  to  forward,  addressed 
to  431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  or  direct  to 
Miss  Willdon,  Matron,  Botsahelo,  Maseru,  Basuto- 
land, South  Africa. 

Those  of  us  who  have  tiever  seen  a  case  of 
leprosy  can  hardly  realise  the  terrible  misery  of 
those  called  upon  to  suffer  this  most  heartrending 
malady.  Anything  we  can  give,  however  little, 
let  it  be  sent  as  a  thankoffering  for  exemption  from 
a  fate  so  cruel,  and  as  encouragement  to  those 
brave  men  and  women  who  spend  their  lives 
attempting  to  alleviate  and  cure  this  dread  disease. 


PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF    TRAINED 
NURSES. 

EMPLOYMENT   BUREAU. 

We  have  been  able  to  obtain  some  very  good 
work  for  our  members,  but  will  all  please  under- 
stand that  posts  must  be  dealt  with  strictly  in 
order  of  membership ;  those  who  belong  to  the 
Union  the  longest,  having  a  prior  claim. 

Maude  MacCallum, 
Hon.  Secretary. 


AN   INCIDENT   IN  A    NURSE'S   LIFE. 

When  I  was  a  young  nurse  I  had  an  experience 
that  was  quite  as  thrilling  as  any  fiction.  I  went 
as  companion  attendant  to  a  young  girl  who  had 
lost  the  use  of  her  lower  limbs  owing  to  a  shocking 
tragedy.  There  I  learned  the  lesson  as  to  the 
power  of  the  will  that  has  since  influenced  me  in 
all  my  professional  career. 

The  story  was  this.  Miss  S.,  who  was  shortly 
to  be  married,  was  standing  one  day  with  her 
lover  on  a  piece  of  jutting  rock  watching  a  rough 
sea  off  the  coast  of  Cornwall,  when  a  huge  wave 
suddenly  swept  her  lover  from  her  side.  The  girl, 
not  being  so  far  forward,  managed  to  cling  to  a 
bush  that  grew  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff.  The  coast- 
guard found  her  still  clinging  to  the  bush,  moaning 
and  sobbing,  an  hour  later. 

A  serious  illness  ensued.  At  first  it  was  thought 
she  would  die  ;  after  a  long,  tedious  period  of 
uncertainty  she  recovered,  but  her  power  of 
walking,  or  even  standing  alone,  was  gone.  The 
best  advice  was  obtained  but  in  vain.  I  had 
nursed  her  from  the  first,  and  I  consented  to 
remain  with  her  permanently. 

Miss  S.  was  a  gentle,  patient  creature,  unusually 
gifted.  She  resolved  to  take  up  writing  as  an 
object  in  her  shattered  life.  She  soon  became 
wonderfully  proficient  with  her  pen.  It  drew  her 
thoughts  from  her  crushing  sorrow,  and  though 
physically  she  was  a  wreck,  her  mind  was  strong 
and  energetic.  I  used  to  say  to  her  :  "I  believe 
if  you  exercised  your  wiU  power  you  would  walk 
again."  But  she  had  lost  all  interest  in  any  life 
except  that  of  the  intellect,  and  she  did  not  make 
the  effort. 

This  went  on  for  two  years.  Then  one  day 
a  wonderful  thing  happened.  Tidings  came  from 
a  distant  country  that  her  lover  was  alive  and 
well.  He  had  struck  his  head  on  a  piece  of  rock 
as  the  wave  carried  him  down.  When  he  rose  to 
the  surface  he  was  partially  stunned,  but  with  the 
instinct  of  a  practised  swimmer  he  had  turned  on 
his  back  and  floated.  The  outgoing  tide  bore  him 
away  from  the  land  ;  he  was  picked  up  by  a 
passing  steamer  and  taken  to  South  America. 
He  could  not  communicate  with  his  friends  as  he 
had  completely  lost  his  memory. 

It  was  not  till  the  end  of  two  years  that  he 
regained  it.  His  first  act  was  to  cable  to  the  girl 
he  loved.  The  effect  of  the  cable  was  magical. 
My  patient  threw  aside  the  pen  ;  a  new  impulse 
moved  her.  She  determined  to  be  able  to  walk 
when  her  lover  returned.  It  was  as  I  had  said — 
when  she  brought  the  whole  strength  of  her  mind 
to  bear  on  regaining  the  use  of  her  limbs,  she  did 
so.  By  the  time  her  lover  reached  England  she 
was  almost  her  old  self.  The  power  of  the  mind 
to  dominate  the  body  is  a  factor  that  is  not  suffi- 
ciently taken  into  account  by  doctors  and  nurses. 
In  many  cases  it  could  cure  without  any  treatment. 

N.  C.  U. 
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OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


Queen  Mary  received  the  LL.D.  degree  of 
Aberdeen  University  on  Tuesday. 

Later  she  formally  opened  Rowett  Institute  for 
Research  in  Animal  Nutrition,  erected  at  a  cost  of 
i^50,ooo.  

Captain  F.  L.  Barnard,  the  Instone  Line's  chief 
pilot,  flying  a  D.H.4A  machine,  last  Saturday 
won  the  great  air  race  round  Britain  for  the  King's 
Cup.  What  we  may  specially  note  in  this  con- 
nection is  that  Captain  Barnard  is  a  triumph  for 
abstemiousness.  He  does  not  drink  alcohol, 
he  does  not  smoke.  He  started  in  the  war  as  a 
"  Tommy "  in  the  Seaforths.  Careful,  quiet, 
deliberate,  he  is  a  magnificent  pilot.  A  superlative 
Air  Force  is  now  an  imperative  need  for  national 
safety.     Let  it  rip  ! 


At  the  Loch  Maree  Hotel  poisoning  enquiry  the 
jury  found  that  the  eight  deaths  were  all  due  to 
food  poisoning  through  the  eating  of  sandwiches 
containing  wild  duck  paste  affected  with  the 
bacillus  botulinus.  They  decided  that  no  fault 
was  attributable  to  any  person  or  persons. 
■  ■ 

COMING  EVENTS. 

September  22nd. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  Monthly  Meeting.  Ministry 
of  Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.     2.30  p.m. 

September  25/A. — Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  90, 
Buckingham  Palace  Road,  S.W.i.  Introductory 
Lecture  to  the  Students  in  the  several  courses  of 
Lectures  arranged  by  the  Institute  for  the  Autumn 
Session  by  Louis  C.  Parkes,  Esq.,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 
Chairman  of  the  Council.  Admission  free. 
5.30  p.m. 

September  2^th  to  2gih. — National  Council  of 
Women  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Annual 
Meeting  and  Conference.     Guildhall,  Cambridge. 

September  -^oth. — Meeting  of  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentisry  Council  and  Delegates  from 
Nurses'  Organisations  :  To  discuss  the  forthcoming 
election  of  Registered  Nurses'  Representatives  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council.  431,  Oxford  Street, 
W.     5  p.m. 

October  -^rd,  loth  &  lyth. — League  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital  Nurses  :  Lectures.  Tickets  from 
Miss  Baines,  Nurses'  Home,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,    E.C. 

October  6th. — "  Our  Day  and  the  Prince's  Day," 
in  support  of  the  London  Combined  Appeal  for  the 
Hospitals. 

October  yth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Lecture  by  Major 
Rigg,  O.B.E.,  on  "  London's  Guilds,  Past,  Present 
and  Future."     4.15  p.m. 

October  20th. — ^Whipps  Cross  Hospital,  Leyton- 
stone,  E.  :  Nurses'  Reunion.  Apply  to  the 
Matron. 

A     WORD    FOR     THE     WEEK. 

"  You  are  all  looking  to  Mesopotamia  and 
forgetting  the  mess  up  at  homia." 

— Mr.  T.  Cusack,  Trade  Union  Congress. 


LETTERS  TOJTHE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

5M0KINQ     IN    BED. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Allow  me  to  thank  you  for 
stepping  forward  with  a  word  of  warning  to 
Nurses  on  the  habit  of  smoking,  which  is  akin  to 
drug  taking.  Why  it  should  be  associated  with 
emancipation  and  broad  minds  puzzles  me,  as  I 
thought  it  a  sign  of  weakness  of  character,  merely 
to  do  anything  from  bravado.  As  for  Matrons 
setting  the  example,  it  seems  almost  incredible, 
as  it  lessens  their  authority  and  counteracts  all 
advice  on  self  discipline. 

Is   "  Sarah  Gamp  "   to  revive  ? 
Yours  truly, 

Rebecca  Strong. 

Neish,  St.  Fillans, 
Perthshire. 


RESIDENT    COTTAGE     NURSES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — I  have  to-day  received  a  copy  of  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  of  September  9th, 
which  contains  a  paragraph  marked  for  my  special 
attention,  criticising  the  resident  system  of  cottage 
nursing  practised  in  certain  parts  of  the  county  of 
Northumberland . 

I  need  hardly  say  that  the  criticism  is  a  familiar 
one,  referring  to  one  of  the  many  difficulties  which 
have  constantly  to  be  faced  by  those  responsible 
for  District  Nursing  Associations  working  on  the 
resident  system.  Practical  suggestions  for  an 
alternative  method  of  meeting  the  needs  of 
isolated  patients  would  be  welcome. 

Perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  suggest  that  a 
county  nursing  association  with  many  years' 
experience  in  both  visiting  and  resident  systems 
of  district  nursing,  under  the  exceptionally  varied 
conditions  involved  in  serving  a  population  ranging^ 
from  mining  and  industrial  communities  to  isolated 
shepherds  in  the  hiUs,  would  scarcely  continue  tcv 
employ  this  resident  system  in  certain  localities 
without  strong  grounds  for  doing  so. 

The  question  is  a  difficult  one,  requiring  for  its 
decision  considerable  experience  of  local  condi- 
tions and  of  the  practical  working  and  results  of 
this  particular  branch  of  district  nursing  in  given 
localities. 

I  can  assure  you  that  it  is  not  owing  to  ignorance 
of  modern  views  on  this  subject  that  we  preserve 
the  resident  system  in  certain  areas  of  this  county  ; 
nor  does  this  "  lay  governed  "  Association  fail  to- 
employ  first-rate  professional  assistance  for  its 
management. 

If  the  subject  is  of  sufficient  interest  to  our 
critics  I  would  ask  them  to  examine  the  question 
on  the  spot,  and  would  gladly  give  them  every 
facility  in  my  power  for  so  doing. 
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Without  such  examination  criticism  must 
necessarily  appear  futile  to  those  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  subject. 

If  you  think  it  worth  while  to  answer  this  letter 
I  would  ask  what  alternative  method  you  suggest 
for  bringing  nursing  within  the  reach  of  the  sick 
poor  in  districts  too  scattered  for  the  visiting 
systems  to  be  practicable  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 
Tynewood,  Victoria  A.  Percy. 

Ovingham, 

Northumberland. 

[We  thank  Lady  Victoria  Percy  for  her  letter. 
Our  complaint  is  that  the  Ministry  of  Health 
subsidises  with  public  funds  the  resident  nurse 
system  in  the  cottages  of  the  very  poor  and  that 
the  system  is  most  unhygienic.  It  is  the  duty  of 
a  State  Department  of  Health  to  provide  effective 
and  decent  methods  of  nursing  if  public  money  is 
expended  for  the  purpose.  We  have  received 
many  complaints  from  time  to  time  from  trained 
nurses  compelled  to  be  responsible  for  resident 
cottage  nurses.  It  often  means  overcrowding  and 
discomfort  for  the  people,  and  lack  of  privacy  and 
decency  for  the  nurse.  Perhaps  some  of  our 
Public  Health  Nurse  readers  might  suggest  a 
better  plan. — Ed.] 

MKNTAL  NURSES'  HOURS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Administration  of  Public  Mental  Hospitals  has 
caused  considerable  discussion  in  the  Press,  and 
some  resentment.  In  particular,  their  expression 
of  opinion  that  the  balance  of  evidence  is  strongly 
against  the  48-hour  week  being  beneficial  to 
patients  and  nurses  is  felt  by  all  experienced 
mental  nurses  with  whom  I  have  come  into 
contact  to  be  contrary  to  fact.  As  the  Com- 
mittee only  examined  one  male  and  one  female 
nurse  the  "  balance  of  evidence,"  wherever  it  came 
from,  would  not  appear  to  be  of  much  consequence. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  representative  mental 
nurses  in  Lancashire,  attended  by  ten  members 
whose  service  averaged  23  years  per  head,  the 
view  was  expressed  that  the  96  hours  per  fortnight, 
which  has  been  worked  in  Lancashire  for  over  two 
years,  has  been  a  source  of  inestimable  benefit 
both  to  patients  and  staff.  The  accumulated 
experience  of  23  years  of  mental  nursing  is  not  to 
be  neglected,  nor  can  it  be  suggested  that  members 
of  the  staff  with  that  amount  of  service  have  no 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  patients.  Some  of  the 
delegates  were  most  emphatic  in  stating  that  there 
had  been  a  greater  number  of  discharges  during 
the  last  two  years  than  in  any  similar  period  before. 

The  Committee's  suggestion  that  distinction 
should  be  made  between  the  two  functions  of  a 
mental  nurse — i.e.,  nursing  proper  and  social 
duties — is  ludicrous.  Playing  marbles  with  maniacs 
might  be  a  pleasant  pastime  for  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Control,  but  to  suggest,  as  they  do 
suggest,  that  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  spent  in  playing  cricket,  billiards,  or  football 


is  merely  misleading  the  public  as  to  the  nature 
of  a  mental  nurse's  duties. 

What  is  essential  is  that  the  hours  should  be 
limited  to  a  reasonable  number — and  48  hours 
per  week  in  attendance  on  the  insane  is  extremely 
reasonable — and  that  the  nurses  should  always  be 
on  duty.  The  prime  necessity  in  mental  nursing 
is  that  nurses  should  always  be  held  responsible 
for  their  charges.  So  long  as  this  is  the  case 
there  can  be  no  distinction,  whatever  the  changing 
nature  of  their  duties  may  be  ;  but  if  such  ceases 
to  be  the  case,  then  woe  betide  the  patients  ! 
L-  »        'M  Yours,  &c., 

^  .  Geo.  Gibson, 

General  Secretary  National  Asylum 

Workers'  Union. 

I,  Rushford  Avenue,  Levenshulme, 
Manchester. 


KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

An  Invitation  to  Tired  Nurses. 
An  Old  Brightonian  writes  re  "  Peacehaven  "  : — 
"  What  an  invitation  to  tired  nurses  from  our  towns 
and  cities.  This  new  hamlet  on  the  Sussex  Downs 
will,  I  am  sure,  be  a  great  benefit  to  tired  workers. 
Already  I  hear  there  is  an  hotel  there,  and  cottages 
or  bungalows  are  springing  up  near  to  the  sea  at 
a  safe  distance  from  the  turmoil  of  shopping  and 
city  life,  yet  near  enough  to  Brighton  to  go  in  for 
a  theatre  or  a  shopping  expedition.  Think,  too, 
of  Sunday  in  summer  time  and  a  lovely  walk 
through  the  cornfields  to  Rottingdean  or  Ovendean 
Church.  In  this  delightful  spot  the  sun  pours  its 
rays  through  the  clouds  of  all  kinds  of  weather, 
as  it  does  at  Brighton — queen  of  watering  places. 
I  sincerely  believe  that  the  founder  of  "  Peace- 
haven  "  wiU  be  classed  with  our  path  finders  of  the 
world's  health  resorts." 


NOTICE. 

In  supplying  notices  of  appointments  the 
Editor  will  be  obliged  if  correspondents  wiU  state 
if  they  are  "  Registered  Nurses,"  as  this  legal 
professional  title  should  now  be  notified. 


WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 

England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N-W. « 

Scotland — 13,  MelviUe  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

September  ■z^rd. — ^What  do  you  understand  by 
arterial  tension  ?  Explain  "  high  and  low " 
blood  pressure — with  brief  description  of  symp- 
toms, cause  and  treatment  of  both. 

September  ^oth. — ^What  is  the  difference  between 
"  rheumatoid  arthritis,"  "  neuritis,"  and  "  rheu- 
matism ?  " 
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The   Midwife. 


RELATION    OF    FOOD    INTAKE    TO 
WEIGHT   IN   NEWBORN    INFANTS. 


A  study  has  recently  been  made  by  Drs.  F.  L 
Adair  and  C.  A.  Stewart,  of  Minneapolis,  U.S.A., 
reported  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  of  the  changes  occurring  in  the  body- 
weight  and  also  of  the  amount  of  breast-milk 
obtained  at  each  nursing  for  the  first  ten  days  of 
life,  for  298  babies  weighing  at  birth  from  2,500  to 
5,000  grms.  The  amount  of  breast-milk  obtained 
at  each  feeding  was  determined  in  the  usual  way, 
by  carefully  weighing  the  infants  before  and  after 
nursing,  the  routine  followed  being  four-hourly 
feeds  of  20  minutes  each  from  6  a.m.  to  10  p.m., 
omitting  the  2  a.m.  feed,  this  regime  beginning  from 
six  to  ten  hours  after  birth.  In  addition  to  breast- 
milk  the  babies  received  up  to  66  c.c.  of  a  10  per 
cent,  lactose  solution  after  each  nursing  for  the 
first  five  days.  It  was  found  that  the  average  body- 
weight  for  149  first-born  and  also  for  149  later- 
born  infants  decreased  to  a  minimum  on  the 
fourth  day,  the  greatest  loss  in  both  groups  occur- 
ring on  the  second  day,  although  there  was  no 
progressively  uniform  daily  decrease  of  weight. 
The  average  loss  in  Group  I  amounted  to  about 
8  per  cent,  of  the  birth  weight,  and  in  Group  II  to 
about  6.4  per  cent.  After  the  fourth  day  the 
average  weight  for  each  group  progressively  in- 
creased, although  on  the  tenth  day  it  was  still  2.4 
and  2.6  per  cent,  respectively  below  the  birth 
weight. 

For  the  first-born  infants  the  amount  of  breast- 
milk  obtained  at  each  feed  increased  rapidly  from 
an  average  of  13  grms.  on  the  second  day  to  54.9 
on  the  fifth  day,  reaching  on  the  tenth  day  78.4 
grms.  The  amounts  obtained  by  the  later-born 
infants  were  slightly  higher,  averaging  from  16.9 
on  the  second  day  to  54.9  on  the  fifth  and  84.7  on 
the  tenth  days.  The  heavier  infants  were  generally 
found  to  obtain  more  milk  at  each  feed  than  the 
others,  especially  after  lactation  was  fully  estab- 
lished. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  the  presentation 
of  this  report  exception  was  taken  by  one  of  the 
speakers  to  the  administration  of  lactose  to  newly- 
born  infants,  or  indeed  of  giving  them  anything 
more  than  mother's  milk.  Dr.  Stewart  explained, 
however,  that  the  lactose  solution  was  given  as  an 
experiment,  mainly  to  counterbalance  the  initial 
loss  of  body-fluids,  and  so  to  prevent  the  develop- 
ment of  inanition  fever,  as  well  as  to  keep  the 
post-partum  weight-loss  at  a  minimum.  He  added 
that  as  a  result  of  his  study  he  was  convinced 
that  the  administration  of  a  10  per  cent,  lactose 
solution  during  the  first  five  days  of  life  was  of 
definite  value  in  attaining  both  these  objectives, 
and  that  it  in  no  way  interferes  with  nursing  if 
the  lactose  is  given  after  the  breast  feeding. 


A    HAPPY    REMOVE. 

History  may  not  always  repeat  itself  exactly. 
But  it  has  a  way  of  imitating  itself  fairly  closely. 
When  the  war  broke  out,  the  handsome  buildings 
of  the  Brighton,  Hove,  and  Sussex  Grammar 
School  in  Dyke  Road  were  turned  into  a  military 
hospital.  Now  the  old  premises  of  the  Grammar 
School  in  Buckingham  Road  have  in  their  turn 
been  changed  into  a  hospital. 

The  Brighton  and  Hove  Hospital  for  Women, 
which  has  been  at  West  Street  for  ninety  years, 
and  which  has  trained  hundreds  of  midwives,  has 
in  the  past  few  days  been  removed  to  these  former 
premises  of  the  Grammar  School  in  Buckingham 
Road.  The  first  patients  have  been  admitted. 
The  old  premises  in  West  Street  have  been  shut  up, 
and  sold.  Matron  and  nurses  are  now  rejoicing 
in  a  new  hospital  big  enough  for  their  present  needs, 
and  for  more  than  present  needs,  and  as  fresh  and 
bright  as  a  new  pin. 

"AS    THE    BRANCH    IS    BENT." 

The  nine-months-old  baby  lay  in  its  pram  in 
the  scullery,  screaming  lustily. 

"  Mary,  do  come  and  quiet  the  baby,"  called 
the  busy  mother  to  her  ten-year-old  eldest  born. 

Mary  hurried  downstairs,  and  with  her  left 
hand  jerked  the  pram  violently  up  and  down, 
with  her  right  hand  shaking  a  rattle  energetically 
in  the  baby's  face,  while  she  sang,  "  A  few  more 
years  shall  roll,"  all  through,  prestissimo  and 
fortissimo. 

"  That's  a  good  Mary,"  said  the  mother,  grate- 
fully.    But  the  baby  only  screamed  louder  than 


COMINQ  EVENTS  CAST  THEIR  SHADOWS 
BEFORE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Many  years  ago  in  discussing 
State  Registration  of  Nurses  with  the  late  Dr. 
Matthews  Duncan  of  Barts,  he  said  emphatically 
midwifery  should  form  part  of  the  curriculum  of 
a  nurse,  as  it  does  that  of  a  medical  practitioner. 
He  was  a  very  far-sighted  man. 

The  Midwives'  Acts  came  along  and  constituted 
midwives  a  class  apart  Now  have  come  the 
Nurses'  Acts  and  excluded  Midwifery.  I  note 
however  that  Northern  Ireland  has  taken  the 
first  step  towards  this  desirable  inclusion  of 
midwifery  in  a  Registered  Nurses'  .Curriculum, 
by  forming  "  the  Ulster  Nursing  and  Midwives 
Council,"  to  administer  the  Nurses  Registration 
Act  (Ireland)  and  presumably  the  Irish  Midwives 
Act.  This  would  be  the  solution  of  the  "  Nurse 
Midwife  "  question  of  which  there  is  "no  such  a 
thing." 

Yours  sincerely, 
Registered  Nurse  and  Certified  Midwife. 


^  THE  mTpr 
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EDITORIAL. 


JOAN    SAUNDERS,    COEUR    DE    LIONNE. 

The  story  told  in  the  Police  Court  of  little 
Joan  Saunders,  Coeur  de  Lionne,  has  moved 
many  tender  mother  hearts  to  tears  and  others 
to  warm  indignation.  Her  courage  and 
heroism  has  aroused  the  whole  community  to 
admiration.  With  the  Magistrate  who  sen- 
tenced her  unnatural  father  and  stepmother  to 
two  months'  imprisonment  in  the  second  divi- 
sion for  "  wilful  neglect,"  we  all  acclaim  little 
Joan  (well  named  after  her  prototype  the 
Glorious  Maid  of  Orleans)  as  "  a  splendid  little 
girl — a  very  precious  possession,  as  every 
child  is. " 

What  a  story  !  Here  we  have  a  little  child 
of  eight  left  alone  in  a  Jermyn  Street  flat,  with 
a  latchkey  and  a  dog,  and  a  meagre  supply  of 
inferior  food,  whilst  her  legal  guardians  go 
off  junketting  up  the  River  for  48  hours. 
Imagine  the  risks  run  by  such  a  little  girl  ! 
In  the  parks,  in  the  streets,  from  fire,  and 
fear  I  And  yet  we  have  this  intelligent  and 
courageous  child  assuring  the  Court— her 
smiling  face  just  peeping  over  the  top  of  the 
Box — that  she  was  not  at  all  nervous  ;  for  her, 
loneliness,  nor  man,  nor  beast,  had  any 
terrors !  And  the  latchkey  !  Had  not  this 
little  bachelor  woman  lost  her  key  and  been 
unable  to  gain  admittance  to  the  flat,  where 
she  was  found,  ill-clad  and  shivering,  on  the 
doorstep  at  11  p.m.  by  the  police,  we  should 
never  have  heard  of  the  horribk  treatment  of 
this  little  heroine  at  all. 

We  old-fashioned  people  look  askance  at  the 
half-clad  young  women  of  the  day,  the  women 
whose  only  aim  in  life  appears  to  be  to  have 
"  a  good  time."     We  suspect  their  selfishness 


in  every  walk  of  life,  and  know  many  to  be 
without  heart  or  sense  of  duty ;  but  parental 
love  and  kindness  to  children  so  far  have  not 
failed.  Alas  !  for  the  future  generation  if  this 
animal  instinct  is  to  be  found  wanting. 

The  silver  lining  to  this  sordid  story  is  the 
part  played  by  the  amazing  Joan,  and  one 
wonders  how  such  a  father  ever  begat  such  a 
child. 

The  public  are  relieved  to  learn  that  the 
N.S.P.C.C.  has  now  charge  of  this  neglected 
child  ;  that  she  has  been  placed  in  humane  care 
in  the  country,  in  surroundings  where  we  wish 
every  happiness  may  be  hers.  Had  it  not  been 
for  this  most  useful  Society  God  knows  what 
little  Joan's  future  might  have  been.  Some 
kind  fathers  and  mothers  may  not  know  that 
the  Central  Office  of  the  National  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  is  at 
40,  Leicester  Square,  W.C.2,  wnere  subscrip- 
tions are  most  urgently  required  to  carry  on 
its  splendid  work. 


FIRE  AND  SCIMITAR. 

The  reports  of  eye-witnesses  of  the  Last 
Days  of  Smyrna,  given  over  to  systematic 
massacre,  rape,  loot,  and  fire,  is  a  repetition 
of  the  horrible  methods  of  the  Turk,  and 
makes  one's  heart  burn  within.  Always  there 
is  a  ray  of  hope,  usually  s.upplied  by  the 
heroism  of  British  nurses.  The  correspondent 
of  the  Times  reports  a  typical  instance.  "  We 
had  some  dreadful  moments,"  he  writes, 
"  when  we  wondered  if  we  could  save  the 
inmates  of  the  Maternity  Home,  whose  gallant 
head,  Miss  Wilkinson,  when  we  arrived  with 
stretchers,  simply  said,  '  Thank  God,  you  came 
in  time.  I  could  not  have  left  my  post.'  " 
Rather  not. 


»94 


ITbe  Britl9b  3ournal  of  IRursing.     September  23,  1922 


OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 


WHAT       DO       YOU       UNDERSTAND      BY      ARTERIAL 

TENSION?     EXPLAIN       "HIGH     AND    LOW"     BLOOD 

PRESSURE,  WITH  BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  SYMPTOMS. 

CAUSE,  AND   TREATMENT    OF    BOTH. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Rachel  Dodd,  Woolwich  Home 
for  Ailing-  Babies,  Plumstead,  S.E. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Arterial  tension  means  the  estimated  force 
required  to  compress  the  arterial  vessels  so  as 
to  obliterate  the  pulse.  The  first  three  fingers 
of  the  right  hand  are  placed  on  the  artery  so 
that  pulsations  can  be  felt  in  each.  Pressure 
is  then  gradually  applied  with  the  finger 
nearest  the  heart;  the  pulsations  felt  by  the 
other  two  fingers  will  gradually  diminish, 
until,  as  the  pressure  is  increased,  the  beat  can 
be  felt  no  longer. 

The  tension  is  gauged  by  the  amount  of 
pressure  so  required.  It  may  be  more  accu- 
rately estimated  by  the  sphygmomanometer. 

Within  the  blood  vessels  there  is  always  a 
great  pressure,  which  rises  with  each  heart 
beat,  the  pressure  at  a  beat,  in  the  large 
arteries,  being  sufficient  to  drive  the  blood  to 
a  height  of  six  or  eight  feet.  Such  a  pressure 
would  damage  delicate  organs,  speedily  tear 
the  arteries,  and  further  cause  an  unbearable 
jar  to  the  body,  were  it  not  for  the  elasticity  of 
the  arteries. 

With  a  high  blood-pressure,  considerable 
pressure  is  required,  and  if  taken  with  the 
sphygmomanometer  it  rises  much  above 
normal,  which  is  between  no  to  120  mm.  of 
mercury,  under  forty  years  of  age. 

Another  characteristic  is  that  the  artery  is 
full  between  the  beats,  and  can  be  felt  under 
the  fingers  like  a  whipcord.  It  also  has  a  small 
pulse-wave. 

In  a  full  and  bounding  pulse  the  volume  is 
increased,  as  is  the  frequency  of  the  beats. 

Symptoms. — Pulse  full  and  hard,  headaches, 
giddiness  and  nausea,  gastric  and  mental  dis- 
turbances, convulsions,  the  skin  hot  and  dry, 
tongue  is  dry  and  furred,  insomnia,  constipa- 
tion, and  sometimes  scanty  urine. 

Causes. — It  is  chiefly  caused  by  the  increase 
of  toxins  and  lime  salts  deposited  in  the  blood 
serum. 

Acute  infections,  chronic  intoxications  (lead 
and  gout),  fevers,  kidney  diseases,  cardiac 
lesions,  over-indulgence  in  alcohol,  choleli- 
thiasis, and  over-eating. 

Treatment. — Removal  of  cause,  and  treat 
symptoms  as  they  arise.  Rest  in  bed  in  acute 
cas«s. 


A  careful,  quiet  life,  with  gentle  exercise. 

Regulate  bowels  by  saline  aperients,  abstin- 
ence, plain  diet,  avoiding  excess  of  meat. 

A  prolonged  course  of  potassium  iodide  is 
usually  prescribed,  also  a  periodic  administra- 
tion of  a  mercurial  purge  is  the  most  effective 
means  of  lowering  high  blood  pressure.  If 
dangerously  high,  nitroglycerine  or  nitrates 
are  sometimes  used. 

In  low  blood-pressure,  there  is  a  low  tension, 
as  in  a  soft  pulse,  and  the  pulsation  is  easily 
obliterated  by  pressure,  as  in  typhoid  fever. 
A  small  or  feeble  pulse  is  when  the  beat  feels 
smaller  than  is  usual,  showing  that  only  a 
small  amount  of  blood  is  being  forced  into  the 
artery  by  each  contraction  of  the  heart.  It  is 
a  sign  of  heart  weakness.  A  thready  pulse  is 
an  exaggerated  form  of  the  small  pulse,  and 
is  a  sign  of  great  prostration.  With  a  low^ 
compressible,  or  soft  tension  pulse  the  outline 
of  the  artery  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  lost 
between  the  beats.  It  also  has  a  large  pulse- 
wave  ;  each  pulsation  may  seem  a  strong  one, 
but  it  is  very  brief,  and  immediately  collapses. 

Symptoms. — Headache,  lassitude,  eyes  may 
be  open  or  closed  (coma-vigil),  low  muttering 
delirium,  sub-normal  temperature,  pulse  rapid, 
feeble,  or  imperceptible,  face  drawn,  skin  pale, 
forehead  covered  with  cold  sweat  on  exertion, 
voice  weak,  and  breathing  shallow.  Generally 
the  patient  lies  on  his  back,  heeding  nothing. 
Extreme  cases,  hyperpyrexia. 

Catises. — Debility  of  the  heart,  causing  a' 
relaxed  condition  of  the  arteries;  nervous  dis- 
eases ;  long-standing  septic  conditions ;  ex- 
haustive fevers,  such  as  enteric  fever;  diabetes, 
shock,  and  collapse. 

Treatment. — The  cause  is  treated.  The 
patient's  strength  is  maintained  by  nourishing 
foods,  cardiac  stimulants  and  alcohol  when  pos- 
sible. Saline  infusion  is  given  in  many  cases, 
either  by  proctoclysis,  subcutaneously,  or  in- 
travenously, especially  if  hyperpyrexia  or  col- 
lapse is  present.  Cardiac  stimulants,  such  as 
strychnine,  strophanthus,  pituitary  or  adrenalin 
chloride,  raise  the  blood  pressure  by  contract- 
ing the  vaso-motor  nerves. 

Saline  infusion  eliminates  toxins  and  raisea 
blood  pressure. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  have  received 
honourable  mention  : — Miss  Jane  Simmons  and 
Mrs.  Grace  Taylor. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  is  the  difference  between  "rheuma- 
toid arthritis,"  "neuritis,"  and  "rheuma- 
tism "? 


September  23,  1922     ^bc  BHtieh  Soumal  of  'Wuraina. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

We  know  tired  nurses  like  snippets  in 
Nursing-  Journals,  but  we  urgfe  them  to  read 
carefully  Mr.  Donald  C.  Norris's  admirable 
article,  "  Reflections  on  the  State  Reg-istra- 
tion  of  Nurses,"  which  we  publish  this  week. 
Mr.  D.  C.  Norris,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  is 
Senior  Resident  Officer  of  the  Poplar  Hospital 
for  Accidents,  where  he  conducts  Courses 
of  Lectures  to  the  nurses.  He  writes : — 
"  I  have  endeavoured  to  look  beyond  the 
immediate  requirements  of  the  forthcoming- 
Autumn  Session,  and  to  g-ain,  with  the  aid  of 
your  Journal,  some  idea  of  the  g^eneral  trend 
of  events  in  the  Nursing-  World,  especially 
with  reference  to  the  introduction  of  State 
Registration.  Some  of  the  reflections  so 
engendered  were  incorporated  in  a  private 
letter,  which  I  showed  a  Sister  here,  who  is 
associated  with  me  in  the  teaching  of  nurses. 
She  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  enclosed 
article,  which  I  have  compiled  from  this  letter, 
might  be  suitable  for  publication  in  your 
paper." 

We  feel  sure  the  ' '  Reflections  ' '  will  appeal 
to  the  readers  of  this  Journal,  and  we  thank 
Mr.  Norris  for  interesting  his  pupils  in  the 
question  of  State  Reg-istration,  so  all-important 
to  them  at  the  present  time.  Other  teachers 
in  our  training-  schools  might  follow  his 
example,  with  advantage  to  their  nurses.  The 
two  years'  term  of  grace  is  slipping  away. 

Miss  Rose  Muir,  Superintendent  of  the 
Canterbury  Hospital,  Christchurch,  New  Zea- 
land, and  a  member  of  the  Matrons'  Council, 
was  last  year  granted  a  year's  leave  by  the 
Board,  which  vacation  she  has  spent  on  the 
Continent  and  "at  home." 

Miss  Annie  Hulme,  who  is  a  pastmistress  of 
social  amenities,  invited  a  few  members  of  the 
Council  to  meet  Miss  Muir  on  Saturday  last 
at  her  charming  flat  at  tea,  when  two  hours 
were  well  spent  in  hearing  of  the  present 
nursing  conditions  in  New  Zealand,  and  in 
returning  the  compliment  by  giving  her  a 
bird's-eye  view  of  nursing  affairs  in  England, 
in  which  she  is  very  deeply  interested.  It  is 
good  news  to  learn  that  the  nursing  world  in 
New  Zealand  is  recovering  tone  since  the  dis- 
ruption during  the  Great  War,  and  that  the 
supply  of  thoroughly  well-educated  girls,  the 
majority  of  whom  have  matriculated,  are  com- 
ing forward  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  Train- 
ing Schools.  Would  that  we  could  say  the 
same  at  home,  but,  alas  !  our  system  of  educa- 
tion is  terribly  deficient  in  culture,  and  even 
many   of   our   leading   schools   fail   to  attract 


High  School  standards,  and  all  this  haggling 
over  a  moderate  Syllabus  of  training  and  ex- 
amination put  forward  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  is  sad  evidence  of  our  usual  methods 
of  muddle. 

Miss  Muir  hopes  to  call  at  Registration 
Headquarters,  12,  York  Gate,  for  copies  of  the 
various  Syllabuses,  and  on  Saturday,  Septem- 
ber 23rd,  she  has  accepted  an  invitation  to  tea 
at  the  R.B.N. A.  Club  to  meet  a  few  colleagues 
on  the  Matrons'  Council  who  were  unable  to 
be  present  last  Saturday. 


We  are  informed,  states  The  Red  Cross, 
that  the  candidate  representing  Great  Britain 
in  the  forthcoming  International  Public  Health 
Course  arranged  by  the  League  of  Red  Cross 
Societies  is  to  be  Miss  Ida  Murray  Simmons. 

The  British  Scholarship  this  year  is  being 
given  by  the  V.A.D.  Scholarship  Committee, 
and  the  successful  candidate  will  be  sent  for 
one  year  to  Bedford  College  (University  of 
London),  where  she  will  join  the  other  Inter- 
national students,  all  graduate  nurses,  repre- 
senting a  large  number  of  countries. 

The  V.A.D.  Scholarship  Committee  have 
selected  Miss  Simmons  from  a  very  large 
number  of  trained  nurses,  whose  names  were 
sent  forward  for  consideration,  all  of  whom 
served  originally  during  the  war  as  V.A.D. 
members.  These  members  had  later  been 
awarded  V.A.D.  Scholarships  in  order  to 
assist  them  during  their  period  of  training  in 
hospital,  and  the  Matron  of  the  Training 
School  in  each  case  submitted  the  names  of  the 
candidates  from  her  hospital  for  the  Inter- 
national Course. 

Miss  Ida  Simmons  was  educated  at  East- 
bourne; she  joined  E.  Lanes. /264,  and  served 
at  the  2nd  London  General  Hospital,  Chelsea, 
from  October,  1916,  later  going  to  France, 
returning  in  April,  1919.  She  was  awarded 
two  Red  Stripes  in  connection  with  this  ser- 
vice. 

Miss  wSimmons  then  entered  general  training 
as  a  nurse  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh, 
and  has  recently  completed  her  training. 


So  few  V.A.D.s  settled  dbwn  to  real  hard 
work  and  completed  a  thorough  training  after 
the  excitement  of  the  war  that  Miss  Ida  Sim- 
mons is  greatly  to  be  congratulated  that  she 
has  earned  this  most  valuable  Scholarship  for 
a  course  of  post-graduate  education  in  Public 
Health  work.  

The  active  work  of  demolition  of  the  build- 
ings which  at  present  occupy  the  site  on  which 
is  to  be  erected  the  new  Nurses'   Home,   ad- 
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joining  the  Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary,  is  now 
well  in  hand. 

It  is  felt  by  the  active  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  was  far  better  to  put  the  work 
in  hand  at  onoe,  although  the  full  amount  of 
_;^ioo,ooo,  which  it  is  expected  the  building 
will  cost,  hasi  not  been  raised. 

Not  only  will  it  relieve  unemployment  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  it  will  be  a  continual  adver- 
tisement of  the  new  building,  which  will  make 
the  group  of  buildings  from  Pembroke  Place, 
Ashton  Street,  Brownlow  Hill,  and  Brownlow 
Street  one  of  the  most  striking  collective  series 
of  buildings  in  England. 

The  public,  which  has  so  generously  sub- 
scribed to  the  undertaking,  is  reminded  by 
Miss  Cummins,  the  lady  superintendent  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  that  a  very  large  sum  has  yet 
to  be  raised  before  the  building  can  be  finished. 
About  ;^40,ooo  will  be  spent  at  present. 

The  recent  special  effort  of  the  nurses  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary  raised  over  ;^3,C)00  at  an 
open-air  bazaar  which  had  but  one  day's  good 
weather  out  of  three,  a  sum  which,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances, was  most  gratifying.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  a  special  ball  will  be  given  later, 
either  at  St.  George's  Hall  or  the  Philhar- 
monic, in  aid  of  the  Nurses'  Home,  but  details 
have  not  yet  been  settled. 


The  question  of  establishing  a  national  nurs- 
ing service  for  persons  insured  under  the 
Health  Insurance  Act  and  their  dependants 
was  the  subject  of  a  long  discussion  at  a  con- 
ference held  last  week  in  the  Round  Room, 
Music  Hall  Buildings,  Aberdeen,  of  representa- 
tives of  local  branches  of  approved  societies 
and  the  Burgh  Insurance  Committee. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  from  May  last, 
when  the  subject  was  considered,  but  little  or 
nothing  was  done  to  decide  what  course  should 
be  followed  in  the  matter.  The  result  of  the 
resumed  conference  was  an  agreement  to  dis- 
miss the  idea  of  instituting  a  national  nursing 
service  as  being  quite  unsuitable. 

The  recommendation  that  approved  societies 
should:  make  grants  in  support  in  every  way, 
and  extend  the  Aberdeen  Nursing  Association, 
whose  nurses  are  of  a  highly  efficient  type,  met 
with  applause.  We  all  know  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  beat  a  Scottish  Queen's  Nurse  ! 


The  home  nursing  service  which  is  to  be 
inaugurated  in  Dunfermline  at  an  early  date 
is  to  receive,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Scottish  Board  of  Health,  a  grant  of  ;^.2^o 
from  Dunfermline  Town  Council. 

For    the    proposed     service     four     Queen's 


Nurses  are  to  be  engaged,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  ;£r8oo  per  annum,  raised  to  the  extent 
of  30  per  cent,  by  public  grants  and  private 
contributions,  and  to  the  extent  of  70  per  cent, 
by  provident  annual  payments  of  29.  per 
worker,  contributed  at  work. 

When  the  subject  of  the  grant  was  under 
consideration  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Town  Council,  Councillor  Miss  Frew,  who'  is 
actively  interested  in  the  scheme,  stated  that 
Dunfermline  was  the  only  town  in  the  whole 
of  Scotland .  which  did  not  possess  a  home 
nursing  service.  With  over  30,000  of  a  popu- 
lation they  had  only  one  partially  trained 
nurse.  She  said  the  proposed  grant  was  of 
very  modest  dimension  compared  with  what 
other  Town  Councils  in  the  country  were  con- 
tributing. 


The  South  African  Nursing  Record  deplores 
the  tactics  which  have  deferred  the  Medical 
and  Pharmacy  Bill  year  after  year,  "for  on 
this  Bill  hinges  the  whole  future  of  the  Nurs- 
ing Profession  in  South  Africa.  It  was  in  1915 
that  the  T.N. A.  first  made  the  acquaintance 
of  the  Bill,  and  we  had  hopes  that  it  would  be 
law  in  1 91 7.  It  isn't.  We  wonder  if  it  will 
be  in  1927." 

What  is  ten  years  where  nursing  legislation 
is  concerned?  We  were  working  full  steam 
ahead  from  1888  to  191 9  before  prejudice  and 
vested  interests  could  be  partially  overcome  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  only  hope  is  that 
delay  in  South  Africa  may  mean  more  recogni- 
tion for  the  S.A.T.N.A.  The  present  Bill 
gives  little  control  to  the  Nursing  Profession 
over  its  own  affairs. 

NAVAL     MEDICAL    WAR     MEMORIALS. 


UNVEILING     AT    PLYMOUTH. 

The  Memorial  Tablet  designed  for  the  Royal 
Naval  Hospital  at  Plymouth,  commemorating 
the  names  of  those  Naval  Medical  Officers  and 
members  of  the  Nursing  Staff  who  lost  their 
lives  in  the  war,  will  be  unveiled  on  Wednes- 
day, October  4th,  at  3  p.m. 

As  already  announced  in  these  columns,  a 
tablet  has  been  unveiled  at  the  Royal  Naval 
Hospital,  Haslar,  on  August  17th,  and  a 
similar  tablet  will  be  erected  at  the  Royal 
Naval  Hospital  at  Chatham  at  a  later  date, 
which  will  be  notified. 

The  relatives  and  friends  of  the  fallen,  and 
all  others  who  may  be  interested,  are  invited 
to  attend  the  unveiling  ceremony  at  the  Royal 
Naval  Hospital,  Plymouth,  or  at  Chatham, 
whichever  may  be  most  convenient  for  them. 


September  23,  1922     Zbc  Bnti6b  Joumal  of  TRurstng. 


197 


REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  STATE 
REGISTRATION     OF     NURSES. 

It  is  a  matter  of  only  one  generation  since  the 
Medical  Register  was  established,  and  the  Dental 
Register  dates  from  the  twentieth  century.  Now 
the  profession  of  Nursing  is  being  similarly 
reorganised — or  rather,  organised  for  the  first 
time,  for  it  has  hitherto  been  in  the  position  of 
the  Medical  and  Dental  professions  before  they 
were  controlled.  Henceforth,  a  Registered  Nurse 
will  be  universally  recognised  as  one  who  has 
satisfied  a  Central  Authority  in  the  matter  of 
proficiency  in  her  calling,  and  the  public — so  long 
unable  to  distinguish  between  the  sheep  and  the 
goats — will  be  assured  of  getting  what  it  wants. 

Naturally,  there  will  still  be  the  unqualified 
Nurse  available,  just  as  there  are  unqualified 
doctors  and  dentists  ;  and  the  success,  in  both 
a  professional  and  a  commercial  sense,  of  some  of 
these  worthy  people  augurs  well  for  the  Nurse 
who  does  not  think  it  worth  while  to  register.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt 
that,  just  as  the  introduction  of  State  control  in 
the  Medical  and  Dental  professions  has  led  to  an 
enormous  improvement  in  the  general  standard 
of  proficiency  of  these  practitioners,  so  the  same 
reform  should  prove  no  less  advantageous  where 
Nurses  are  concerned.  Before  registration  was 
introduced  one  became  a  doctor  by  a  kind  of 
apprenticeship — one  simply  worked  under  the 
more  or  less  watchful  eye  of  a  more  or  less  capable 
master,  and  the  results  were  as  indeterminate  as 
the  data  ;  in  fact,  more  so.  And  there  is  a  similar 
state  of  affairs  in  the  nursing  world  of  to-day — 
the  uniform  of  a  Nurse  gives  one  no  assurance  that 
its  wearer  has  been  adequately  trained. 

So  far  there  is  fairly  general  agreement.  But 
beyond  this  there  is  a  wide  field  for  discussion. 
In  the  present  controversy  one  has,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  stern,  rather  uncompromising  Matron 
of  the  old  school,  jealous  of  tradition,  and  pro- 
foundly suspicious  of  any  change  which  might  be 
calculated  to  allow  "  these  girls  to  give  themselves 
airs,"  or  "  fill  their  heads  with  all  kinds  of  ideas  " 
— as  though,  forsooth,  "  ideas  "  were  intrinsically 
dangerous  or  deceptive !  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  the  enthusiastic  reformer,  upholding  the 
standard  of  Invincible  Woman,  who  has  con- 
quered Medicine,  and  Dentistry,  and  Law,  and 
Commerce,  and  Engineering,  and  a  thousand  other 
hard-fought  fields,  calling  upon  Nurses  far  and 
wide  to  weld  themselves  into  a  single,  well- 
organised  body,  with  a  strong,  intelligent,  central 
authority  ;  and  ramifications  extending  ultimately 
into  the  smallest  Cottage  Hospital  and  the  most 
obscure  Nursing  Home.  The  dangers  of  these 
two  extremes  are  sufficiently  obvious — in  the  one 
case,  conservatism,  ignorance,  uncertainty,  and 
violent  contrasts  between  the  products  of  isolated 
and  uncontrolled  training-schools ;  or,  as  the 
alternative,  a  tendency  towards  the  multiplication 
of  a  type  of  Nurse  who  is  already  a  source  of  grave 
anxiety  to  Sisters  and  Matrons — active  and  alert 
enough,    it    is    true,    but    impatient    of    routine, 


restive  under  discipline,  apt  to  shirk  some  of  the 
thousand  petty  details  of  ward  duties,  oppressively 
independent,  and  a  little  inconsiderate  in  dealing 
with  the  pathetic  helplessness  or  the  wearisome 
fretfulness  of  her  patients. 

The  heart  of  the  problem  is  just  this — nursing  is 
more  than  a  mere  means  of  livelihood,  more  even 
than  a  skilled  and  honourable  profession,  it  is, 
in  a  very  real  and  essential  sense,  a  vocation. 
One  becomes  a  Nurse  in  the  same  spirit  as  one 
takes  the  veil  or  as  one  approaches  the  holy  sacra- 
ment of  marriage.  There  is,  and  always  has  been, 
and  always  must  be,  this  aspect  of  Nursing,  that 
it  calls  for  personal  devotion,  for  self-sacrifice,  for 
deliberate  and  sustained  self-denial.  In  this  it 
differs  fundamentally  from  most  of  the  other 
careers  which  women  enter.  If  a  business  girl 
dislikes  her  post  she  can  give  it  up  and  take 
another  appointment  without  any  sacrifice  of 
principle ;  a  professional  woman  can,  with  no 
qualms  of  conscience,  refuse  to  undertake  a  task 
which  she  regards  as  disagreeable ;  but  a  Nurse, 
whose  patient  is  personally  objectionable — coarse, 
or  ill-mannered,  or  vindictive,  or  filthy,  or  merely 
intolerably  stupid  (and  there  is  scarcely  a  ward 
without  one  or  two  such)  is  expected  to  adapt 
herself  to  the  position,  to  show  no  sign  of  the 
disgust,  or  resentment,  or  ennui,  which  she  very 
naturally  feels  ;  hers  is  a  life  of  unfailing  forbear- 
ance, she  must  ever  be  true  to  the  Divine  instincts 
of  her  womanhood. 

"  The  very  first 
Of   human   life   must   spring   from    woman's 

breast, 
Your  first  small  words  are   taught  you  from 

her  lips. 
Your  first  tears  quenched    by  her,  and  your 

last  sighs 
Too  often  breathed  out  in  a  woman's  hearing. 
When  men  have  shrunk  from  the  ignoble  care 
Of  watching  the  last  hour  of  him  who  led 
them." 

No  organisation,  or  lack  of  it,  can  eliminate  this 
vitally  essential  factor.  Nursing  would  be  simply 
impossible  without  these  lofty  ideals. 

The  opponents  of  State  Registration  are  often 
imbued  with  the  idea  that  this  point  of  view  would 
not  be  adequately  recognised  under  the  new  order  ; 
that  the  old,  homely  system  of  patriarchal  (or 
matriarchal)  government  is  more  conducive  to  the 
cult  of  the  nurse  who,  even  at  the  expense  of  a 
little  book-learning,  is,  on  the  whole,  eminently 
conscientious  and  sympathetic. 

Well,  here  again  there  is  an  analogy  with  the 
Medical  profession.  However  one  may  emphasise 
the  intellectual  side  of  medicine,  one  can  never 
evade  what  is  vaguely  termed  the  "  Human 
Factor,"  which,  I  suspect,  is  simply  what  we  men, 
in  our  clumsy,  self-conscious  way,  feel  to  be  very 
much  the  same  thing  as  calls  forth  the  silent, 
sublime  heroism  of  Nurses.  We  can,  it  is  true, 
tell  an  undesirable  patient  to  apply  elsewhere  for 
relief,  but  such  advice,  based  merely  on  personal 
objection,  is  as  rare  as  it  is  vmworthy.  Here  and 
there,  of  course,  one  finds  the  man  who  has  taken 
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up  medicine  simply  for  what  he  can  get  out  of  it 
in  money,  or  reputation,  or  social  prestige ;  but 
such  men  are  quite  exceptional,  and  tend  to  confine 
their  activities  to  those  branches  of  their  art 
which  do  not  involve  direct  contact  with  patients. 
A  Nurse  has  no  such  opportunity. 

But  has  State  Registration  with  its  inevitable 
sequel  of  an  ever-rising  standard  of  proficiency, 
had  the  effect  of  producing,  in  Medicine,  a  marked 
deterioration  in  professional  morality  ?  What  of 
the  hard,  soulless,  merciless,  scientific  doctor,  who 
might  have  been  expected  to  be  the  product  of  all 
this  forced  culture  ?  Surely  he  has  failed  to  appear 
anywhere  in  appreciable  numbers.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  general  advance  of  higher  education 
which  followed  so  closely  on  central  organisation 
seems  everywhere  to  have  been  accompanied  by 
an  ever-deepening  appreciation  of  the  call  to 
personal  devotion.  Only  it  is  less  and  less  a  blind 
devotion.  Under  the  new  conditions  it  is  seen  to 
be  an  increasingly  intelligent  and  successful  combat 
with  disease  and  suffering  and  misery.  No  doctor 
or  Nurse,  however  filled  with  learning,  could  fail 
to  be  touched  by  the  tender  pathos  of  a  mother 
kissing  her  diphtheritic  child,  but  such  feelings 
are  not  an  argument  for  deprecating  the  study  of 
Bacteriology.  The  choice  lies  rather  between  an 
untutored,  and  largely  ineffective,  sympathy  and 
an  ability,  impelled  by  just  the  same  primary 
instinct,  but  guided  by  knowledge,  to  meet  the 
situation  and,  by  timely  use  of  a  serum,  to  protect 
the  mother  and  cure  the  child. 

The  day  is  long  past  when  one  could  maintain 
that  increase  of  knowledge  was  directly  inimical 
to  the  development  of  what,  for  want  of  a  better 
name,  we  call  the  soul.  And  so  I,  for  one,  am  all 
in  favour  of  this  reform  in  the  Nursing  profession. 
I  hope  to  see  the  day  when  no  one  will  be  allowed 
to  take  up  a  course  of  training  without  having 
first  passed  an  examination  in  general  education, 
of  the  type  of  the  London  Matriculation.  I  think 
it  is  a  standing  reproach  to  Nurses  that,  in  most 
institutions,  they  cannot  be  trusted  to  measure 
drugs  for  hypodermic  injection.  At  present  this 
rule  is  undoubtedly  necessary,  because  so  many 
nurses  have  never  studied  enough  elementary 
Physics  to  know  what  the  graduations  mean  on 
a  syringe.  A  friend  of  mine,  with  many  years' 
experience  of  lecturing  to  Nurses,  told  me  that,  in 
a  certain  examination,  no  candidate  knew  that 
"  A  Quarter  of  Morphia  "  meant  a  quarter  of 
a  grain !  And  I  have  known  an  experienced 
Sister  quite  puzzled  to  know  how  to  make  up  a 
I -20th  grain  dose  from  a  tube  containing  J  grain 
tablets.  A  Nurse  cannot  afford  not  to  know 
simple  arithmetic.  Naturally,  if  one  insisted  on 
such  a  preliminary  examination,  many  girls  would 
be  excluded  who  have  many  of  the  qualities  that 
go  towards  making  a  good  Nurse,  but  they  lack 
others  which,  in  these  days,  are  also  essential. 
And,  in  my  opinion,  the  gain  to  Nursing,  and  to 
the  patients,  from  the  superior  standard  of  educa- 
tion that  would  result,  would  more  than  compen- 
sate for  the  exclusion  of  these  less  highly  endowed 
persons.  These  might  be  stimulated  to  improve 
their  minds,  and  try  again.     Or,  failing  this,  they 


might  be  absorbed  in  some  collateral  department 
of  the  Hospital,  where  they  would  not  be  directly 
responsible  for  the  care  of  patients.  Or  they 
could  find  ample  opportunity  of  valuable  service 
with  one  of  other  of  the  institutions  such  as  the 
Salvation  Army,  which  are  engaged  in  much- 
needed  social  work. 

The  world  is  a  hard  place  for  women,  as  long  as 
they  are  content  to  drift  haphazard,  and  take 
their  chance  under  a  social  system  where  the 
balance  of  opportunity  is  largely  in  favour  of  men. 
But  the  tide  has,  I  think,  definitely  turned,  and 
one  can  congratulate  the  Nursing  profession  on 
having  attained  stich  a  degree  of  self-consciousness 
as  to  devise  this  scheme  of  State  Registration,  and 
to  make  a  very  promising  beginning  with  the  task 
of  organising  the  teaching  of  their  art. 

Donald  C.  Norris. 


ROYAL  AIR  FORCE  NURSING  SERVICE. 

Two  Matrons,  four  Sisters,  and  four  Staff  Nurses 
sailed  in  BrcBmar  Castle  from  Southampton  on 
the  14th  inst.,  for  service  in  Irak. 

Matrons. — Miss  C.  Cameron,  R.R.C.,  and  Miss 
L.  I.  Oliver. 

Sisters. — Miss  N.  Moddrel,  Miss  B.  C.  S.  Forsyth, 
Miss  V.  Crampton,  and  Miss  E.  M.  Blair. 

Staff  Nurses. — Miss  M.  E.  Edwards,  Miss  E.  F. 
Browbank,  Miss  I.  M.  Tench,  and  Miss  E.  M. 
Hardwicke. 


LEAGUE     NEWS. 

ST.    MARYS    HOSPITAL,     PADDINQTON. 

A  League  of  Past  and  Present  Members  of 
the  Nursing  Staff  of  the  above  Hospital  is  in 
course  of  formation.  -Past  members  possessing 
the  certificate  of  the  hospital,  wishing  to  keep  in 
touch  with  their  training  school,  are  invited 
to  apply  for  membership  to  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  League,  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  W.2.  It  is 
proposed  that  there  shall  be  an  annual  meeting 
during  the  summer  months,  and  a  short  summary 
of  the  year's  doings  shall  be  sent  to  each  member 
in  the  January  following. 

The  annual  subscription  is  2S.  6d.,  and  a  bronze 
badge  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary  on 
payment  of  2S. 

THE    PROFESSIONAL     UNION    OF 
TRAINED  NURSES. 

IMPORTANT     NOTICE. 

The  Social  Club  of  the  P.U.T.N.  are  giving  a 
Dance  on  Friday,  October  6th,  1922,  at  the  Holborn 
Hall,  Holborn,  London,  W.C. 

We  hope  that  all  members  will  combine  to  make 
it  a  great  success. 

Tickets  (including  refreshments),  six  shillings 
each,  can  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary.  Please 
notify  early,  as  arrangements  have  to  be  made 
beforehand. 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
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TYNEMOUTH  POOR  LAW  INSTITUTION, 
NORTH   SHIELDS. 

When  people  accept  the  responsibihty  of  pubHc 
work  they  need  an  active  pubUc  conscience  ;  it  is 
also  their  duty  to  consider  carefully  the  experience 
of  persons  whose  work  they  propose  to  reorganise. 
Thus  members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  in  administering  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act,  have  not  only  to  provide  for  the 
State  Registration  of  existing  nurses,  a  com- 
paratively easy  matter,  but  to  define  the  standards 
of  nursing  and  system  of  professional  education 
and  examination,  and  admit  future  nurses  to  the 
Register. 

The  large  self-contained  voluntary  and  Poor 
Law  hospitals  can,  with  a  little  readjustment  and 
organised  teaching,  easily  attain  the  standard 
defined  in  the  Syllabus  of  Training  for  the  General 
Part  of  the  Register  ;  but  it  is  when  considering 
the  available  clinical  material  and  theoretical  in- 
struction available  in  the  smaller  institutions  that 
difficulties  may  arise,  and  indeed  the  Poor  Law 
Unions'  Association  and  Boards  of  Guardians  of 
smaller  infirmaries  have  been  considerably  per- 
turbed by  the  Syllabus  ;  and  we  gather  have 
communicated  their  fears  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

Ultimately  the  Syllabus  must  be  adopted,  and 
through  a  system  of  affiliation  the  smaller  in- 
stitutions, which  wish  for  recognition  as  part-time 
training  schools,  will  have  to  make  an  effort  to 
attain  to  a  minimum  standard. 

As  a  member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  of 
England  and  Wales,  we  have  on  two  occasions 
listened  to  and  given  careful  consideration  to  the 
opinions  and  suggestions  of  delegations  of  Poor 
Law  Guardians,  and  determined  when  occasion 
offered  to  visit,  if  agreeable  to  the  authorities, 
a  typical  provincial  Poor  Law  Institution — with 
which  one  of  the  most  live  delegates — Mr.  Tom 
Percival,  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Tynemouth 
Union,  is  actively  associated,  feeling  sure  we  should 
•       be  afforded  all  the  information  we  required. 

Thus,  during  a  recent  visit  to  the  North,  w€ 
proposed  a  visit  to  the  Tynemouth  Poor  Law 
Institution  at  North  Shields,  and,  it  is  needless  to 
say,  received  a  most  kind  and  courteous  welcome 
from  Mr.  Percival,  Dr.  J.  Burrell  Williamson  (the 
Medical  Officer),  and  Mrs.  Croucher  (the  Matron). 

This  Institution  contains  some  400  beds,  admits 
sick  men,  women  and  children  suffering  from  both 
acute  and  chronic  diseases,  and  has  of  late  years 
organised  the  teaching  of  its  pupil  nurses  upon 
very  thorough  principles.  We  visited  the  fine 
recreation  room,  study,  delightful  dining-room  and 
airy  cubicles,  all  tastefully  decorated,  light  and 
cheerful. 

We  then  visited  the  wards,  where  the  very 
highest  standard  of  cleanliness  and  order  prevailed, 
and  where  a  wealth  of  exquisite  flowers,  tastefully 
arranged,  gave  the  touch  of  beauty  so  appreciated 
by  sick  people,  and  where  we  noted  the  nurses 
were  about  their  duties  without  fuss  and  flurry. 
We  specially  noticed  the  evident  care  taken  of 


chronic  cases — many  of  whom  need  constant 
comfort  and  changing — and  the  nursing  of  which 
is  one  of  the  best  tests  of  a  woman's  character  and 
capacity  as  an  attendant  on  the  sick. 

The  up-to-date  operating  theatre,  specially 
fitted  on  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Williamson, 
is  in  constant  use,  and  surgical  technique  thor- 
oughly taught  to  all  pupils.  This  theatre  is 
evidently  Dr.  Williamson's  ewe  lamb.  We  enjoyed 
this  visit  exceedingly.  The  Matron,  whose  digni- 
fied presence  evidently  commanded  the  greatest 
respect  throughout  the  various  departments  of 
the  Institution,  was  a  delightfully  human  lady. 
Apparently  she  radiated  kindliness.  Later  we 
learned  she  lived  in  married  quarters  and  had  a 
son  of  seven,  so  that  accounts  for  much. 

The  Sisters  and  Nurses  all  appeared  bright  and 
busy,  and  very  neat  and  trim,  and  were  what  all 
Nurses  ought  to  be — Ward  proud. 

Later  we  took  tea  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Williamson 
in  their  charming  old  house — a  few  steps  away 
from  the  Infirmary — and  there  Mr.  Tom  Percival, 
who  had  been  busy  at  meetings,  joined  us  at  tea, 
and  we  had  a  good  North  Country  "  crack  "  on 
Poor  Law  work,  nursing  reforms  as  suggested  by 
the  G.N.C.,  and  the  future  of  nursing,  not  omitting 
reference  to  a  few  prehistoric  nursing  episodes 
productive  of  mirth. 

Now  the  Tynemouth  Poor  Law  Institution  has 
attached  one  of  the  smaller  Nursing  Schools, 
which  may  be  affected  by  the  Syllabus.  For 
instance,  at  present  there  is  no  Sister-Tutor.  Is 
it  justifiable  to  incur  this  expense  ?  That  is  a 
serious  question  for  the  ratepayers. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  not  resident,  although 
his  house  is  so  close  that  but  a  few  minutes'  delay 
is  incurred  when  he  is  summoned  to  the  hospital. 
Everyone  connected  with  the  school  is  evidently 
deeply  interested  in  good  nursing,  and  anxious  to 
work  up  to  the  State  Examination  standard. 
There  is  no  desire  whatever  to  obstruct,  but  a 
feeling  that  things  cannot  be  rushed.  The  Council 
has  intimated  that  local  bodies  should  consider 
affiliated  training,  and  make  recommendations. 
No  doubt  this  is  a  good  plan,  but  after  our  most 
instructive  pow-wow  and  interchange  of  opinions 
at  North  Shields,  we  feel  much  good  could  be  done 
and  difficulties  smoothed  away  if  really  well- 
instructed  representatives  of  the  Council  could 
be  sent  out  on  missions  of  investigation,  to  discuss 
on  the  spot  with  hospital  managers  and  Poor  Law 
Guardians  how  best  to  further  nursing  organisa- 
tion and  education.  Throughout  England  there 
is  a  shortage  of  applicants  for  training.  We  feel 
sure  it  would  be  mutually  beneficial  to  hospitals 
and  pupil  nurses  if  each  district  could  be  mapped 
out  (as  we  suggested  to  the  G.N.C.  two  years  ago), 
and  all  the  clinical  material  tabulated  for  co- 
operative training,  and  then  by  agreement  utilised 
for  all  it  is  worth.  Where  are  the  Angels  inspired 
with  the  spiritual  zeal,  with  the  knowledge,  tact 
and  charm  who  can  be  trusted  to  preach  this  new 
evangel  ?  Surely  they  will  be  forthcoming  if 
called  for. 

E.  G.  F. 
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POOR  LAW  GUARDIANS  AND  THE  O.NX. 


The  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions  is  drawing 
the  attention  of  Boards  of  Guardians  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  General  Nursing  Council  that 
to  be  recognised  as  a  Training  School  "a  hospital 
must  have  at  least  one  resident  medical  officer," 
and  some  of  those  who  have  not  such  an  official 
are  protesting  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  against 
the  proposal. 

The  House  and  Hospital  Committee  of  the 
Stoke-on-Trent  Board  of  Guardians  have  recom- 
mended the  Board  to  forward  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  a  protest  against  the  adoption  of  the 
regulation,  and  the  Steyning  Guardians  have 
received  a  communication  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  with  reference  to  the  proposed  rules  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  affecting  the  status  of 
Poor-Law  Infirmaries  so  far  as  regards  the  training 
of  Probationer  Nurses,  stating  that  the  Minister 
had  not  yet  approved  the  rules,  and  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  Guardians  would  receive 
most  careful  consideration. 

Thus  month  after  month — not  to  say  year  after 
year — goes  by  and  the  Syllabus  of  Nursing  Educa- 
tion is  held  up  in  Whitehall. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Parliamentary  Council  will  consider  a  Resolution 
urging  upon  Sir  Alfred  Mond  the  necessity  of 
approving  the  Syllabus.  What  is  the  College  of 
Nursing  doing  in  the  matter  ?  Why  maintain 
dead  silence  on  a  question  of  such  paramount 
importance  to  the  whole  Nursing  Profession  ? 
The  members  should  wake  up  their  Council  to 
ake  action. 


THE   INTERNATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 
NURSES. 


NUR5ES'     ASSOCIATION    OF    CHINA. 

Report   presented    to    the   Meeting   of   the 
Council  at  Copenhagen. 

[Continued  from  page  i86.) 

Rules  for  Conducting  Examinations. 

1.  The  date  of  examination  decided  upon  by 
the  Assistant  Secretary  and  the  time  must  be 
strictly  adhered  to  by  those  in  charge  of  the 
examinations. 

2.  The  candidate  shall  be  known  only  by 
number.  Candidate's  name  to  be  known  only  to 
the  Assistant  Secretary. 

3.  Candidates  must  write  their  own  answers  in 
clear  character  on  Chinese  paper  with  Chinese  pen. 

4.  No  talking  to  be  allowed  in  examination  room. 

5.  Time  limit  of  papers  must  be  adhered  to. 

6.  Question  paper  to  be  fastened  on  to  the 
answers,  and  to  be  returned  each  day  immediately 
after  the  examination  per  registered  post  to  the 
Assistant  Secretary. 

7.  The  number  of  the  question  to  be  written  at 
the  beginning  of  each  answer. 


8.  The  examiners  will  set  questions  on  the 
following  subjects  : — 

a.  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

b.  Materia  Medica. 

c.  Medical  and  Children's  Nursing. 

d.  Surgical  and  Bacteriology. 

e.  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  (for  women). 

f.  Genito-urinary,  Ambulance  and  First  Aid  (for 

men). 
Fifteen  questions  will  be  set  on  each  of  the  above 
subjects,  ten  of  which  must  be  answered. 

g.  Dietetics. 

h.  Ophthalmic. 

Seven  questions  will  be  set  on  these  two  subjects, 
five  of  which  must  be  answered. 

9.  As  candidates  increase  in  number,  centres  for 
practical  examination  will  have  to  be  decided  upon 
by  the  Assistant  Secretary  in  consultation  with  the 
Executive  Committee. 

10.  Practical  examinations  must  be  given  by 
a  physician  and  a  nurse,  and  in  no  case  must  they 
be  conducted  by  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
hospital  and  training  school  to  which  the  candidate 
belongs. 

11.  Lists  of  tests  for  the  practical  examinations 
shall  be  decided  on  by  the  Assistant  Secretary. 

12.  Selection  of  instruments  and  questions  on 
bandaging  to  be  left  to  the  practical  examination. 

13.  Examinations  must  be  proctored  by  a 
foreigner. 

14.  The  Assistant  Secretary  is  authorised  to 
co-ordinate  the  questions  of  the  four  examiners  and 
substitute  questions  should  duplication  occur. 
She  will  notify  the  examiners  should  any  alteration 
be  made. 

15.  Examinations  shall  be  so  arranged  that  not 
more  than  one  subject  be  taken  on  any  one  day. 

16.  Examination  questions  from  the  previous 
year  will  be  sent  to  the  Examiners  of  the  following 
year,  as  a  guide  to  standard  required. 

17.  All  complaints  and  criticism  concerning  the 
method  of  conducting  examinations  must  be  made 
in  writing,  signed,  and  sent  to  the  Secretary  for 
presentation  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Regulations  Governing  tlie  Registration  of 
Nurses'  Training  5cliools  under  tlie  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

1 .  All  Nurses'  Training  Schools  in  China,  whether 
under  missionary,  government,  or  private  control, 
may  be  registered  under  the  Executive  Committee, 
if  the  Training  School  can  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  Executive  Committee  as  to  moral  standard, 
hospital  discipline,  and  intellectual  training  of  its 
nurses. 

2.  Applications  for  recognition  shall  be  made  to 
the  General  Secretary  of  the  N.A.C. 

3.  Any  superintendent  wishing  to  register  her 
Training  School  should  fill  out  the  form  prepared 
for  the  purpose  by  the  Executive  Committee  and 
return  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  N.A.C,  who  shall 
present  it  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

4.  The  Training  School  must  be  able  to  comply 
with  the  following  regulations  : — 

a.  The  hospital  must  have  at  least  twenty-five 
beds. 
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b.  The  average  number  of  patients  per  year 

should  be  at  least  two  hundred. 

c.  The  patients  must  be  fairly  representative  of 

surgical  and  medical  cases  with  obstetric 
work  for  women  nurses.  If  possible  an 
analysis  of  cases  during  the  past  year  should 
be  sent  with  the  application,  to  show  the 
classes  of  patients  admitted.  About  one- 
tenth  of  the  total  number  of  patients  should 
be  children,  for  women's  training  schools. 

d.  The  Training  Schools  shall  adopt  the  uniform 

course  of  study  and  examinations  required 
by  the  N.A.C. 
c.  It  is  most  desirable  that  the  medical  staff  of 
the  hospital  should  assist  in  the  lectures  and 
in  the  teaching  of  the  nurses. 

f.  Women  nurses  should  have  practical  experi- 

ence in  obstetrics  as  assistants  to  the 
doctors  in  at  least  ten  cases  during  their 
training. 

g.  The  Training  School  must  be  in  charge  of  a 

full  member  of  the  N.A.C. 

5.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power 
to  decide  whether  the  Training  School  may  be 
registered. 

6.  If  the  Executive  Committee  should  decide 
that  a  Training  School  does  not  meet  the  require- 
ments, the  Secretary  of  the  N.A.C.  shall  notify  the 
superintendent  to  that  effect,  and  a  later  applica- 
tion may  be  made  after  there  has  been  time  for 
readjustment. 

7.  A  registration  certificate  signed  by  the 
Executive  Committee  shall  be  sent  to  each  Training 
School  when  it  registers.  A  list  will  be  kept  of  the 
Training  Schools  registered  under  the  Executive 
Committee. 

8.  There  shall  be  a  charge  of  $1.00  Mex.  when 
a  registration  certificate  is  issued. 
Regulations  Governing  Translation  and  Publication 

of  Text  Books  for  the  Nurses'  Association  of 
China. 

1.  All  translations  must  be  in  easy  Wen-li  and 
be  exact  translations  of  the  books  sent  to  her  by 

0  the  N.A.C.  Executive  Committee. 

2.  The  N.A.C.  will  provide  books  as  follows  : — 
Up-to-date      English      Chinese      Dictionary, 

Medical  Lexicon. 
Books  for  Translation. 
These  books  to  remain  the  property  of  the  N.A.C. 

3.  All  translations  must  be  submitted  through 
the  General  Secretary  of  the  N.A.C.  to  the 
appointed  Court  of  Criticism. 

4.  The  arrangements  for  publication  of  all  works 
translated  are  solely  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Nurses'  Association  of  China,  and 
all  MSS.  become  the  property  of  that  Committee. 

5.  The  N.A.C.  Executive  Committee  should  keep 
in  touch  with  the  Publication  Committee  of  the 
C.M.M.A.,  in  order  to  prevent  overlapping  and 
duplication  in  translation  work. 

6.  That  names  of  drugs  translated  shall  appear 
in  the  text  in  the  Chinese  names  as  found  in  the 
terminology  decided  upon  by  the  Publication 
Committee,  the  Latin  names  to  be  inserted  in  the 
footnotes. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Hartlepools  Hospital,  Hartlepool. — Miss  Nona  Moore 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at 
Guy's  Hospital,  London,  where  she  was  promoted  to 
be  Sister.  She  has  recently  held  the  appointment  of 
Sister-Tutor  at  the  General  Infirmary,  Leeds.  Miss 
Nona  Moore  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

Parish  of  St.  Pancras,  The  Home,  King's  Road,  N.W. 

— Miss  Vera  Nellie  Spencer  Jones  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary, 
W.,  and  has  had  wide  experience.  Miss  Spencer 
Jones  has  been  sister  at  the  North-West  Hospital, 
Hampstead,  Night  Sister  at  the  Union  Home,  Stock- 
port, First  and  Second  Assistant  Matron,  Withington 
Hospital,  Manchester,  Matron,  Chester  War  Hospital, 
Temporary  Matron,  Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Stockport, 
and  Matron  of  the  Pelsall  Hall  Sanatorium,  Walsall. 

SISTER.TUTOR     and    HOME    SI8TER. 

Northampton  General  Hospital. — Miss  Phcebe  Gill  has 
been  appointed  Sister-Tutor  and  Home  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  where  she 
was  promoted  to  be  Sister,  and  has  since  been  Sister  in 
Queen  Alexandra's  Royal  Naval  Nursing  Service,  and 
Health  Visitor  at  Willesden.  Miss  Gill  is  a  Certified 
Midwife.  She  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  for  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  that 
for  dispensing  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall. 

NIGHT    SISTER. 

Chester  Royal  Infirmary.— Miss  E.  L.  Bucknall  has 
been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  King 
Edward  VII  Hospital,  Cardiff,  and  has  since  been 
Ward,  Night,  and  Theatre  Sister.  She  trained  in 
Midwifery  at  Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital,  London. 

SISTER. 

Mile  End  Hospital,  London,  E.— Miss  Josephine 
Crowe  and  Miss  Annie  L.  Mcintosh  have  been  appointed 
Ward  Sisters.  Miss  Crowe  was  trained  at  Fir  Vale 
Hospital,  Sheffield,  and  has  since  held  the  position  of 
Ward  Sister  at  Densbrook  City  Hospital,  Liverpool, 
and  at  Tranmere  Infirmary,  Birkenhead.  Miss 
Mcintosh  was  trained  at  Horton  Hospital,  South 
Shields,  and  has  since  been  Staff  at  Bradford  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  at  Leicester  Isolation  Hospital. 

Bethnal  Green  Hospital,  Cambridge  Road,  E.— Miss 
Helen  G.  McEvoy  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  Kingston  Infirmary,  and  has  been  Sister  at 
Bermondsey  Military  Hospital,  Ward  and  Theatre  at 
Putney  Hospital,  and  Charge  Staff  Nurse  at  Lewisham 
Military  Hospital. 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading.— Miss  Evelyn  S. 
Tait  has  been  appointed  Surgical  Ward  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester,  and 
has  held  the  position  of  Staff  Nurse  and  performed 
Sister's  duties  there. 

HEALTH    VISITORS. 

Corporation  of  the  City  of  Manchester.-^The  following 
ladies  have  been  appointed  Health  Visitors  : — • 

Miss  Helen  Donaldson  Smith.  Trained  at  the  Eastern 
Hospital,  Glasgow.  Health  Visitor,  Dundee ;  Staff 
Nurse,   Redhill  Sanatorium,   Glasgow. 

Miss  Florence  Elizabeth  Newton.  Trained  at  the 
Liverpool  Royal  and  the  Bristol  Royal  Infirmaries. 
Charge  Nurse  Antenatal  Ward,  Liverpool  Royal  In- 
firmary, and  Staff  Nurse,  Crippled  Children's  Home, 
Birmingham. 
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GOLD     MEDALISTS. 

Probationer  D.  O.  Crimmin  and  Probationer  E.  M. 
Parry,  successful  in  the  recent  examinations  at  the 
Cardiff  Union  Infirmary,  were  last  week  presented  by 
Mr.  F.  J.  Beavan  with  gold  medals  bearing  inscriptions 
of  their  achievements. 


THE    "  ROSS  "  LAWN  TENNIS   CHALLENGE 
CUP. 

The  following  were  amongst  those  present  at 
the  final  match  held  on  Saturday,  September  gth, 
at  the  Park  Hospital,  between  the  North- 
Western  and  the  North-Eastern  Hospitals  :  Mr. 
Eickhoff  (Chairman  of  the  Board)  and  Mrs. 
EickhofE ;  Mr.  Powell  (Clerk  to  the  Board)  ;  Mr. 
West ;  Mr.  Benson.  The  Matrons  were :  Miss 
Ross  (late  Western),  Miss  Ambler  Jones  (South 
Eastern),  Miss  Villiers  (South- Western),  Miss 
Windmill  (Queen  Mary's),  Miss  Butler  (Southern), 
Miss  Worlesden  (Eastern),  Miss  Henry  (North- 
Eastern),  Miss  Reeve  (North-Western),  Miss 
Gooding  (Western),  Miss  Owen  (Highwood),  Miss 
Bryson  (Northern),  Miss  Angus  (Cheyne  Walk), 
Miss  Speirs  (Reymead). 

Others  were  Miss  Woodfield,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomson,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Swyer,  Dr.  Agassiz,  Dr. 
Cubleigh. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Park  Hospital 
is  Dr.  Woodfield  and  the  Matron  Miss  Balsillie. 


NEW  YELLOW  FEVER  SERUM. 

The  Paris  correspondent  of  The  Times  states  : — 
A  new  serum  against  yellow  fever,  discovered 
by  the  experimenters  of  the  Rockefeller  Labora- 
tory, New  York,  is  to  be  used  on  the  Gold  Coast. 

A  quantity  of  it  arrived  recently  at  Havre, 
and  is  to  be  sent  on  to  Grand  Bassam  to  be  tried 
in  the  fever  hospital  there. 


COMITE  AMERICAIN  POUR  LES  REGIONS 
DEVASTEES  DE  LA  FRANCE. 

Soissons,  Aisne, 

France. 
PUBLIC     HEALTH     NURSING. 

July. 
July  has  come  and  gone.  Each  month  as  it 
comes  along  seems  busier  than  the  last,  and  yet 
I  suppose  we  should  be  grateful  that  July,  because 
of  its  mild  temperature,  did  not  bring  us  the 
usual  increase  of  illness  among  the  babies. 
Vacations  among  the  staff  are  still  going  on  and 
our  medical  school  examinations  have  come  to 
an  end,  but  "  le  travail  qui  suit,"  as  we  say  in 
France,  is  enormous,  and  we  are  glad  that  the 
vacations  of  the  children  will  allow  us  to  have 
further  access  to  them  at  all  hours  of  the  day. 

Convalescent  Care. 
Switzerland. — ^This  month  we  sent  two  groups 
of  children  to  Geneva,  the  first  a  small  party  of 
ten  children,  composed  of  little  girls  who  had  been 


ready  to  go  to  Camiers,  and  were  refused  at  the 
last  minute  for  lack  of  vacancies.  Mile.  Moulin, 
our  Directrice  in  Switzerland,  came  to  our  rescue, 
and  these  youngsters  who  needed  convalescent 
care  were  not  disappointed  in  their  summer 
outing.  The  second  group  of  children  was  sent 
towards  the  end  of  the  month,  and  a  party 
returned,  with  the  usual  marked  improvement  in 
their  health. 

Camiers.  —  The  children  whom  we  sent  to 
Camiers  early  in  June  returned,  and  also  showed 
improvement,  but  naturally  not  to  such  a  marked 
degree  as  our  Swiss  children,  because  in  the  first 
place,  they  were  not  in  as  bad  condition,  and  in 
the  second,  their  stay  was  only  six  weeks,  while 
our  Swiss  children  have  a  stay  of  at  least  three 
months.  Also,  there  was  an  epidemic  of  measles 
at  Camiers,  and  several  of  our  children  developed 
it. 

School  Children. 

An  exceedingly  interesting  analysis  of  our 
medical  school  examinations,  conducted  in  ninety- 
six  schools,  for  the  year,  has  just  been  completed, 
and  shows  that  out  of  the 

3,673    school   children   examined   during   the 

year, 
1,552  were  in  good  health,  and 
2,121  needed  attention  of  one  sort  or  another. 
3,911  ailments  were  discovered, 

926  of  which  were  cured, 
2,493  improved,  and 
492  not  improved. 

A  complete  analysis  of  this  report  can  be  had  on 
application  to  headquarters. 

Blerancourt  Hospital. 

The  orthopaedicward,  spokenabout  in  our  bulletin 
last  month  is  now  open  and  seven  children — little 
cripples — are  rejoicing  in  the  good  care,  fresh  air 
and  good  food  which  they  are  receiving.  There 
was  a  general  protest  from  the  nurses  at  the  nurses' 
meeting  when  the  question  of  closing  the  hospital 
in  October  came  up.  The  consensus  of  opinion 
seems  to  be  that  while  the  hospital  has,  of  course, 
been  very  much  valued  for  the  actual  care  given 
to  the  mothers,  the  nurses  feel  that  the  educational 
value  has  been  even  greater.  They  say  that  a 
mother  who  has  had  her  baby  in  the  Blerancourt 
Hospital  is  very  easy  to  teach  afterwards  and  that 
the  babies  leave  the  hospital  in  good  health  and 
make  much  better  progress  than  the  babies  who 
leave  other  hospitals  in  the  department,  or  who 
are  brought  into  the  world  by  some  of  the  midwives 
in  our  section  who  really  have  no  right  to  the  title 
at  all. 

Reims. 

On  July  1 6th,  the  contests  for  the  best  kept 
house  and  the  best  garden  were  held  in  four 
sections  of  barraquements  at  Reims.  They  were 
really  a  great  success,  and  the  main  objects  of  the 
contest,  namely,  that  it  should  be  the  occasion 
for  a  spring  cleaning,  as  well  as  an  encouragement 
to  do  better  in  the  future,  were  fully  attained. 
The  nurses  report  that  for  a  week  before  there  was 
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a  general  scrubbing  of  floors,  whitewashing  and 
paper  hanging  of  the  walls,  and  painting  of  the 
windows  and  doors  in  their  sections.  The  munici- 
pality also  cleaned  up  streets  and  garbage  heaps, 
and  the  gardens  were  put  in  order  and  many  new 
ones  laid  out.  On  the  whole,  we  are  more  than 
satisfied  with  the  results  obtained. 

On  July  23rd,  the  baby  contests  were  also  held 
in  our  four  centres  at  Reims  ;  those  of  St.  Brice, 
St.  Nicaise,  and  Avenue  de  Laon,  were  especially 
successful.  Practically  every  baby  competed, 
and  already  two  direct  results  have  been  remarked. 
First,  the  oeuvre,  "  Retour  de  Reims,"  has  asked 
permission  to  install  a  consultation  of  nourrissons 
in  our  dispensary.  Avenue  de  Laon,  under  the 
care  of  our  nurses  ;  and  second,  the  Directrice 
of  the  Gouttes  de  Lait  of  Laon,  reports  a  marked 
increase  in  the  number  of  babies  inscribed  in  their 
various  Gouttes  de  Lait  since  the  contests.  Tremen- 
dous interest  also  was  shown  by  the  judges  chosen 
from  all  quarters  of  Reims — doctors,  sage-femmes, 
influential  members  of  the  community,  &c. 
Prizes  were  given  and  diplomas  are  being  awarded 
also.  Incidentally,  the  newspaper  write-ups  were 
excellent. 

Tour  de  Ville — Soissons 

Our  nursing  headquarters  at  Tour  de  Ville, 
having  become  much  too  small  for  their  present 
needs,  we  have  moved  the  dispensary  to  the 
building,  where  we  had  the  canteen  during  the 
summer  months.  There  we  have  a  dispensary, 
waiting-room  and  nurse's  room,  for  the  nurse  at 
Tour  de  Ville  stays  there  all  day  and  does  not 
return  for  lunch.  We  have  also  installed  three 
bain  douches  after  the  system  which  Miss  Morgan 
saw  employed  in  America  and  brought  us  back 
a  photograph  of,  consisting  of  an  ordinary  pail 
with  a  hole  in  it,  rubber  tubing  and  an  arrosoir, 
attached  to  the  waU  with  a  pulley  and  an  ordinary 
zinc  tub,  in  which  the  child  stands.  The  old 
dispensary  room  has  been  turned  into  a  sleeping 
room  for  the  children  of  the  Garderie,  as  they  also 
were  much  too  cramped  in  their  old  quarters. 

Staff. 

Mile.  Abram,  who  has  been  with  the  American 
Committee  for  almost  two  years,  at  our  Vic  centre, 
has  been  obliged  to  give  up  her  work  with  the 
Committee  owing  partly  to  the  ill-health  of  her 
parents  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  she  herself  is 
over-tired  and  needs  a  long  rest.  The  Committee 
regrets  that  Mile.  Abram  was  obliged  to  sever  her 
connection  with  it,  and  hopes  that  the  health 
of  her  parents  will  improve  and  that  she  will  be 
able  to  take  her  much-needed  rest. 

AiSNE  AND  Reims. 

3,354  visits  to  dispensary. 
7,276  visits  to  the  homes. 
7,704  treatments  given. 
384  transports  of  patients  to  hospital,  doctors' 
offices  and  homes. 
47  children  sent  to  the  country. 


BOOK    OF    THE    WEEK. 


"MR.    PROHACK."* 

Of  course,  everyone  will  read  "  Mr.  Prohack," 
but  very  few  will  understand  him,  and,  as  neither 
his  wife,  nor  his  son  and  daughter,  nor  his  secretary 
nor  butler  did  so,  the  reader  may  be  forgiven  if 
he  or  she  owns  to  mystification.  We  do  not  pretend 
to  explain  him.  Maybe  Mr.  Arnold  Bennett  could 
do  so.     Anyhow,  he  must  be  read. 

We  will  start  with  the  author's  description  of 
his   remarkable   creation. 

"  He  was  a  fairly  tall  man,  with  a  big  head, 
big  features,   and   a  beard. 

"  His  characteristic  expression  denoted  bene- 
volence, based  on  an  ironic  realisation  of  the 
humanity  of  human  nature." 

(This  same  ironic  realisation  is  pursued  to  the 
point  of  the  exasperation  of  all  those  with  whom 
he  has  to  deal).  He  had  been  in  the  Treasury 
more   than   twenty   years. 

His  wife  was  a  buxom  woman  of  forty-three. 
He  always  addressed  her  as  Eve.  Her  earthly 
name  was  Marian,  and  he  adored  her. 

The  opening  of  the  book  presents  them  as  the 
new  poor,  and  Mrs.  Prohack  sniffing  damply  at 
breakfast  time,  because  the  housekeeping  money 
was  insufficient. 

Even  his  wife's  tears  did  not  deter  his  humour. 

"  Arthur,  if  you  go  on  like  that  I  shall  scream." 

"  Do,"  Mr.  Prohack  encouraged  her.  "  But, 
of  course,  not  too  loud." 

Hysterically,  she  points  out  to  him  that  the 
Government  has  behaved  shamefully  to  him,  but 
"  there's  one  thing  we  can  do,  we  can  move  into 
a  cheaper  house." 

"  No  !"  Mr.  Prohack  concurred,  "  Because 
there    isn't   one." 

"  Well,  as  you're  so  desperately  wise,  perhaps 
you'll  kindly  tell  me  what  we  are  to  do." 

They  discussed  devices.  One  servant  fewer. 
No  holiday.  No  books.  No  cigarettes.  No  taxis. 
No  clothes.    No  meat.    No  telephone.    No  friends. 

"  There's  one  thing  I  shall  do,"  said  Mrs. 
Prohack,  in  a  decided  tone.  "  I  shall  countermand 
Sissie's  new  frock." 

"  If  you  do  I  shall  divorce  you.  In  191 7  I  saw 
that  girl  in  dirty  overalls  driving  a  thundering  great 
van  down  Whitehall.  Yesterday  I  met  her  in  her 
foolish  high  heels  and  her  shocking  openwork 
stockings,  and  her  negligible  dress  and  her  exposed 
throat  and  fur  stole,  and  she  was  so  delicious  and 
absurd  and  futile,  and  so  sure  of  her  power  that — 
that — well  you  aren't  going  to  countermand  any 
new  frock." 

Fortunately,  or  perhaps  unfortunately,  a  totally 
unexpected  legacy  suddenly  transported  the 
Prohack  family  from  the  new  poor  to  the  "  new 
rich  " — very  rich. 

Certainly  Mr.  Prohack  was  none  the  happier  for 
the  change,  but  it  provided  unlimited  facilities  for 
his  eccentricities. 

*  By  Arnold  Bennett.  (Methuen  &  Co.,  London.) 


204 


^be  Britisb  Journal  of  IRursing.     September  23,  1922 


Mrs.  Prohack  took  the  bit  between  her  teeth 
and  spent  royally. 

Mr.  Prohack's  attitude  towards  his  wife  is  sum- 
med up  in  the  following  : — 

"  He  understood  and  sympathised  with  her  in 
all  her  manifestations.  He  did  not  select  choice 
pieces  of  her  character  for  liking  and  dislike  or 
disapprove  of  the  rest.  He  took  her  undivided, 
unchipped,  and  liked  the  whole  of  her." 

Mr.  Prohack,  of  course,  missed  his  occupation, 
but  he  took  the  advice  of  Dr.  Veiga  and  began 
practising  idleness  as  a  profession.  "  If  circum- 
stances forced  him  to  be  idle,  he  would  be  idle  in  a 
grand  manner.  Every  species  of  idleness  should 
have  its  appointed  hour.  In  the  pursuit  of  idle- 
ness he  would  become  the  busiest  man  in  London. 
A  definite  programme  would  be  necessary.  Strict 
routine  would  be  necessary.  He  hankered  after 
routine  as  the  drunkard  after  alchohol.  Routine 
was  what  he  had  been  missing." 

While  Mr.  Prohack  was  busily  idle,  Mrs.  Prohack 
set  to  work  buying  expensive  cars,  taking  over  a 
lease  of  luxurious  mansions  and  sending  out 
invitations  for  grand  receptions.  In  the  intervals 
of  assisting  her  mother  with  these  strenuous 
matters  Sissie  married  Ozzie  Morfey  at  the  Registry 
Office  and  retired  to  his  Japanese  fiat,  where  she 
did  the  work  herself. 

Mr.  Prohack  rectified  that  by  giving  her  as  a 
wedding  present  the  house  he  had  occupied  when 
they  were  the  "  new  poor." 

Mr.  Prohack  thought  it  rather  amusing  to  come 
and  stay  for  a  few  days  in  his  old  home. 

Through  the  half-open  door  of  the  dining-room 
he  heard  Sissie  seeing  Ozzie  off  to  business  as  Eve 
used  to  see  Mr.  Prohack  out. 

"  You'd  no  business  to  send  for  the  doctor 
without  telling  me,  Sissie  was  saying  in  a  harsh 
tone.     What  do  I  want  with  the  doctor  ?  " 

"  I  thought  it  would  be  best,  dear,"  came 
Ozzie's  lisping  reply. 

"  Well  it  won't,  my  boy." 

The  door  banged. 

"  Eve  never  saw  me  off  like  that,"  Mr.  Prohack 
reflected.  To  Sissie  :  "  It's  the  duty  of  man  to 
protect  and  the  woman  to  charm,  and  I  don't  care 
who  knows  it." 

Sissie  flushed. 

"  Ozzie  and  I  understand  one  another,  but  you 
don't,"  said  she,  and  made  a  delicious   rude  face. 

Mr.  Prohack  finally  decides  he  has  done  with 
idleness.  "  I've  bought  half  that  paper-making 
concern  from  your  singular  son,  and  I'm  going  to 
put  it  upon  its, legs." 

"  But  what's  come  over  you,  Arthur  ?  "  asked 
Eve.  "  Surely  we  have  got  enough  money.  What 
has  come  over  you  ?  I  never  could  make  you  out 
and  I  never  shall." 

The  reader  probably  fervently  echoes  her. 

But  Mr.  Prohack  merely  says  :  "  It  may  kill  me, 
but  I'll  die  producing." 

Eve  with  a  disconcerting  gleam  of  insight  said  : 
"  I'm  rather  glad.  I  was  getting  anxious  about 
you." 

H.  H. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

September  7.2nd. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  Monthly  Meeting.  Ministry 
of  Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.     2.30  p.m. 

September  z-^^rd. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate.  Tea,  to  meet  Miss 
Rose  Muir,  Superintendent,  Canterbury  Hospital, 
Christchurch,  New  Zealand. 

September  25th. — Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  go, 
Buckingham  Palace  Road,  S.W.i.  Introductory 
Lecture  to  the  Students  in  the  several  courses  of 
Lectures  arranged  by  the  Institute  for  the  Autumn 
Session  by  Louis  C.  Parkes,  Esq.,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 
Chairman  of  the  Council.  Admission  free. 
5.30  p.m. 

September  25th  to  29/A. — National  Council  of 
Women  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Annual 
Meeting  and  Conference.     Guildhall,  Cambridge. 

September  ^oth. — Meeting  of  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council  and  Delegates  from 
Nurses'  Organisations  :  To  discuss  the  forthcoming 
election  of  Registered  Nurses'  Representatives  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council.  431,  Oxford  Street, 
W.     5  p.m. 

September  },oth. — The  Scottish  Nurses'  Club. 
203,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow.  Sale  of  Work.  Open- 
ing by  the  Marchioness  of  Ailsa.     2  p.m. 

October  ^rd,  loth  &  lyth. — League  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital  Nurses  :  Lectures.  Tickets  from 
Miss  Baines,  Nurses'  Home,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,    E.C. 

October  ^th. — Naval  Medical  War  Memorials. 
Unveiling  at  Plymouth  Royal  Naval  Hospital, 
Plymouth.     3  p.m. 

October  6th. — "  Our  Day  and  the  Prince's  Day," 
in  support  of  the  London  Combined  Appeal  for  the 
Hospitals. 

October  6th. — Professional  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Dance,  Holborn  Hall,  Holborn,  London, 
W.C. 

October  yth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Lecture  by  Major 
Rigg,  O.B.E.,  on  "  London's  Guilds,  Past,  Present 
and  IFuture."     4.15  p.m. 

October  20th. — Whipps  Cross  Hospital,  Leyton- 
stone,  E.  :  Nurses'  Reunion.  Apply  to  the 
Matron. 


AFTERWARDS. 

'Tis  all  past  now  ;    'tis  all  one  memory, 
A  tie  eternal  'twixt  two  severed  hearts. 

No  matter  what  the  daily  drama  be 

In  which  they  yet  play  on  their  destined  parts. 

Lives  meet  and  merge  a  moment,  like  cross  roads  ; 

Heart-histories  oft  are  but  life's  episodes. 

W.  E.  Brockbank. 

A    WORD    FOR     THE     WEEK. 

"  There  is  no  alleviation  for  the  sufferings  of 
humanity  save  by  veracity  of  thought  and  of 
action,  and  the  direct  facing  of  the  world  as  it  is." 

— Huxley. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

PROGRESS    AT     THE    SCOTTISH     NURSES' 
CLUB. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — The  members  of  the  Scottish 
Nurses'  Club  are  now  occupying  their  extended 
premises.  The  pubHc  opening  is  expected  to  take 
place  in  October. 

The  need  for  the  extension  has  been  amply 
proved  by  the  fact  that  all  the  new  rooms  are 
already  in  use,  with  the  exception  of  the  drawing- 
room.  The  drawing-room  is  a  particularly  fine 
room,  and  it  has  been  purposely  kept  unfurnished 
so  that  it  could  be  used  for  the  Sale  to  be  held  on 
September  30th.  The  sale  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Furnishing  Fund,  and  will  be  opened  by  the 
Marchioness  of  Ailsa,  the  President  of  the  Club, 
on  Saturday,  September  30th,  at  2  p.m.  Members 
and  friends  are  heartily  invited  to  be  present. 

As  the  extended  property  has  been  bought  by 
the  Trustees,  and  the  expense  of  all  the  alterations 
has  been  met  by  them  (without  any  public  appeal), 
the  Committee  of  Management  decided  that  the 
furnishing  might  be  done,  as  far  as  possible,  by 
money  raised  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  members  themselves.  The  members 
have  responded  splendidly,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
money  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  furnishing  require- 
ments of  the  Club  will  be  the  result  of  this  effort. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Margaret  R.  Stewart, 

Secretary. 
The  Scottish  Nurses'  Club, 
205,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow. 

RESIDENT   COTTAGE   NURSES- 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 

Dear  Madam, — It  is  very  difficult  to  devise  ah 
alternative  in  exceptional  cases  for  cottage  nurses 
residing  in  the  homes  of  their  patients,  but  such 
arrangements  should  most  certainly  only  be  per- 
mitted as  exceptions,  and  not  as  part  of  the  system. 
I  have  supervised  such  arrangements  and  they  are 
very  undesirable  in  many  ways,  and  usually  male 
members  of  the  family  have  to  find  accommodation 
outside,  or  are  crowded  in  close  proximity  to 
patient  and  nurse  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
privacy  almost  impossible.  In  the  future  more 
use  will  be  made  of  motor-cars  for  district  nursing 
than  at  present,  and  should  largely  supersede  the 
bicycle  in  outlying  country  places.  One  notices 
hundreds  of  runabouts  used  by  every  class  for 
pleasure — why  not  to  save  the  health  and  strength 
of  the  nurse  ? 

Yours  sincerely, 
A  Former  County  Superintendent. 


KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Hard  Worker  writes  :  "  Before  entering  for 
training,  which  I  have  done  at  one  of  the  leading 
Metropolitan  general  hospitals,  I  wondered  why 
so  many  probationers  give  in.  It  is  not  the 
English  character.  Now  I  know  one  very  potent 
factor  in  discouragment — bad  food.  Personally,  I 
intend  to  stick  it,  and  supplement  the  larder — 
as  many  of  us  do.  The  truth  is,  the  price  paid 
for  hospital  food  does  not,  in  these  days,  secure 
good  quality,  which  means  that  which  is  supplied 
is  not  eaten,  and  down  goes  the  power  of  push, 
and  body  and  mind  flag.  It  is  not  the  work  which 
is  objected  to — most  probationers  love  it.  I  do  ; 
but  I  can't  work  on  a  rotten  egg  for  breakfast, 
hard  foreign  meat  and  half-cooked  vegetables  for 
dinner,  and  some  sort  of  makeshift  for  supper. 
I  am  not  making  a  personal  complaint,  as  I  mean 
to  become  a  Registered  Nurse  ;  but,  as  in  France, 
Germany,  and  Denmark  nourishing  and  dainty 
food  can  be  and  is  provided  in  hospitals,  why 
cannot  it  be  done  in  England,  in  spite  of  our 
being  the  worst  cooks  in  the  world.  Why  do  not 
some  of  the  matrons'  and  nurses'  associations  get 
together  and  tackle  this  real  grievance." 

Miss  Susan  C. — "  I  read  your  article  on  '  Things 
Registered  Nurses  Should  Know  '  in  last  week's 
B.J.N,  with  full  accord.  We  do  need  new  blood 
on  the  G.N.C.  and  I  hope  we  shall  get  it.  Many 
of  those  nominated  to  the  Council  have  shown 
themselves  quite  devoid  of  professional  esprit  de 
corps,  as  registered  nurses  could  not  have  been 
deprived  of  office  and  medical  members  and  lay- 
women  elected  to  chairs  to  replace  them,  excepting 
upon  the  vote  of  the  College  Matrons.  And  we  do 
want  women  who  have  had  experience  outside 
hospitals,  where  the  tradition  that  it  is  contrary 
to  discipline  to  express  an  opinion  or  criticise 
a  superior  officer  has  to  be  more  or  less  in  force. 
The  future  of  nursing  will  be  largely  a  social 
service,  and  the  liberal  outlook  you  mention  is 
seldom  obtainable  within  four  walls.  Please  let  us 
know  when  we  mav  nominate   candidates." 


WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 

England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N.W. 

Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

September  ^oth. — ^What  is  the  difference  between 
"  rheumatoid  arthritis,"  "  neuritis,"  and  "  rheu- 
matism ?  " 

October  yih. — Explain  the  effect  high  altitudes 
(e.g.,  the  Alps)  would  have  on  a  patient  with  a 
weak  heart. 
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The   Midwife. 


SCIBNTIFIC   BIRTH   CONTROL. 

It  is  amply  apparent  that  scientific  birth  control 
will  not  have  a  fair  hearing  if  religious  intolerance 
and  other  forms  of  ignorance  can  prevent  it. 
Fortunately,  The  New  Generation,  the  organ  of  the 
Malthusian  League,  and  Birth  Control  News, 
both  of  which  publications  have  the  courage  of 
their  opinions,  deal  with  this  all-important  matter 
with  courage  and  good  humour.  The  latter 
publication  states  : — 

"  Cardinal  Bourne  has  recommended  Roman 
Catholic  medical  men  and  women  to  attack  the 
birth  control  problem  from  the  pathological  side. 
Hence,  Dr.  Ware  had  lectured  to  medical  men, 
and  Dr.  Mary  Kidd  is  preparing  a  pamphlet  to 
be  issued  by  the  Catholic  Truth  Society  to  mothers. 

"  Resolutions  have  been  unanimously  adopted 
urging  the  Government  to  make  the  sale  of  contra- 
ceptives, or  the  production  and  exposure  of 
literature  advocating  artificial  [scientific]  birth 
control  a  penal  offence." 

Members  of  other  religious  denominations  are 
also  agitating  against  scientific  birth-control. 


DKATH  IN  CHILDBIRTH. 


Before  the  rising  of  Parliament,  Mr.  A.  Hailwood, 
M.P.,  Ardwick,  questioned  both  the  Home  Secret- 
ary and  the  Prime  Minister.  He  asked  the  former 
what  he  was  going  to  do  to  check  "  obscene 
literature  "  having  for  its  object  the  prevention 
of  conception  ;  and  the  Prime  Minister  "if  he 
was  going  to  make  it  "  a  punishable  offence  to 
publish  or  distribute  books  or  pamphlets  advocat- 
ing or  teaching  the  prevention  of  conception. 
The  Home  Secretary,  in  reply,  pointed  out  that 
the  police  already  have  powers  to  deal  with 
obscene  publications,  "  but  it  cannot  be  assumed 
that  a  court  would  hold  a  book  to  be  obscene 
merely  because  it  deals  with  the  subject  referred 
to."     A  very  sensible  reply. 


The  Three  Towns  Nursing  Association  has 
resolved  to  go  forward  with  a  scheme  for  the» 
provision  of  a  Maternity  Home  at  Plymouth, 
such  accommodation  being  a  most  persistent  and 
urgent  need.  The  provision  of  the  new  Maternity 
Home  will,  of  course,  add  an  important  feature 
to  the  work  of  the  Association,  in  the  fact  that  it 
will  provide  also  institutional  training  for  the 
pupils.  ^__^__ 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  are  beginning  to  express  appreciation  of 
the  full  three  years'  training  in  nursing  as  the 
foundation  of  a  Health  Visitors'  education.  Dr. 
H.  T.  Cates,  of  St.  Helens,  is  in  favour  of  the  full 
nursing  course  plus  the  Health  Visitor's  Certificate, 
and  of  that  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Dr. 
C.  L.  Williams,  of  Todmorden,  stated  at  a  recent 
conference  that  the  two  most  necessary  quali- 
fications were  good  health  and  a  hide  like  a 
rhinoceros  ! 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  gives  the  following 
information  : — 

During  the  year  1920,  the  last  for  which  exact 
figures  are  obtainable,  4,144  deaths  were  assigned 
to  pregnancy  or  childbirth.  The  Registrar- 
General,  from  whose  annual  report  we  take  these 
figures,  says  that  towards  the  close  of  last  century 
the  mortality  ascribed  to  childbirth,  whether 
from  sepsis  or  other  causes,  was  falling  rapidly. 
The  fall  continued  during  the  first  few  years  of 
the  present  century,  the  commencement  of  which 
was  marked  by  the  passage  of  the  Midwives  Act, 
but  during  the  past  ten  years  it  has  been  succeeded 
by  a  slight  rise,  chiefly  manifest  during  the  last 
two.  The  increase  has  been  due  almost  entirely 
to  septic  causes.  It  is  known  that  the  mortality 
from  erysipelas  tends  to  rise  and  fall  with  that 
from  puerperal  sepsis,  and  it  may  be  significant 
that  in  1920  the  erysipelas  mortality  was  the 
highest  since  1 9 1 5 .  There  is  little  difference  on  the 
whole  between  the  mortality  from  childbirth  in 
town  and  country,  though  there  is  some  tendency 
for  septic  rriortality  to  increase,  and  non-septic 
mortality  to  diminish,  with  urbanization.  On 
the  other  hand  there  is  much  difference   between 


Deaths  of  Women  in  Childbirth  per  1,000  Children  born 
alive  during  1920, 

North  Midlands  South    Wales  ^"^^les. 
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the  parts  of  the  country.  Wales — with  its  high 
percentage  of  "  handy  women." — returns  the 
highest  rate  in  consequence  of  a  uniformly  high 
death-rate  from  non-septic  causes.  Then  comes 
the  North,  which  yields  the  highest  rate  from 
sepsis,  and  then  at  a  long  interval  the  Midlands 
and  South.  The  non-septic  rate  is  lowest  in 
London,  where  alone  it  falls  below  the  septic. 
Mortality  from  sepsis  is  much  more  evenly  dis- 
tributed than  that  from  other  causes.  The 
former  ranges  from  1.42  in  the  Southern  rural 
districts  to  2.22  in  the  rural  districts  of  Wales  ; 
while  the  latter  varies  between  1.61  in  London 
and  3.81  in  the  Welsh  county  boroughs.  While 
there  may  be  many  contributory  causes  to  account 
for  what  seems  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  a  lamentable 
and  unnecessary  accident  of  childbirth,  the 
increase  during  the  last  two  years  is  disquieting. 
New  Zealand  is  proposing  to  set  its  house 
right  in  this  matter.  England — and  especially 
Wales — must  follow  suit.     The  question  is  how. 
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EDITORIAL. 


MINISTERIAL    RESPONSIBILITY. 

We  ask  our  readers  to  study  carefully  the 
Report  of  the  proceeding's  of  the  General 
Nursing-  Council  for  Engfland  and  Wales  on 
Sepitember  22nd,  more  especially  in  relation  to 
the  Syllabus  of  Trainings  in  General  Nursing-, 
and  the  proposal,  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
meeting-  of  four  members  of  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee,  at  which  there 
was  not  a  quorum,  to  discard  this  Syllabus, 
and  to  put  forward  authoritatively  only  the 
Examination  Syllabus,  with  the  Nursies' 
Chart  attached.  The  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee making  this  recommendation  were  the 
Chairman  of  the  Council,  Lady  Hobhouse, 
Miss  Seymour  Yapp,  and  Dr.  Goodall,  Dr. 
Goodall  being-  the  only  member  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  which  drew  up  the  Syllabus 
of  Training. 

The  object  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act, 
to  obtain  which  trained  nurses  worked  for  over 
thirty  years,  was  not  merely  to  secure  the 
publication  of  the  names  of  nurses  in  a 
Register,  but  to  establish  a  minimum  standard 
of  nursing  education  qualifying  for  admission 
thereto,  and  the  Nurses'  Regfistration  Act, 
1 91 9,  places  upon  the  General  Nursing-  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  the  duty  of  regulating- 
the  conditions  of  admission  to  the  Reg-ister; 
and  of  regulating-  the  conduct  of  any  examina- 
tions which  may  be  prescribed  as  a  condition 
of  admission  to  the  Register,  and  any  matters 
ancillary  to,  or  connected  with,  any  such  ex- 
aminations. This  the  Education  Committee 
has  done,  and  incorporated  the  standard  of 
education  which  it  considered  adequate  in  the 
Syllabus  of  Training.  This  standard  was 
unanimously  approved  by  the  Council, 
and  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for 
his  approval  and  signature.  It  is  noteworthy 
in  this  connection  that  at  the  meeting-  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  on  July  14th,  1921, 
when  the  amended  Syllabus  was  adopted.  Dr. 
Goodall  expressed  the  opinion  that  "  those 
who  opposed  the  Syllabus  had  not  properly 
studied   it.      Opposition  must  be   exi>ected   in 


these  days  whenever  any  advance  was  pro- 
posed. If  he  had  to  choose  a  Syllabus  he 
would  choose  this  one." 

To  deprive  the  Nursing  Profession  of  the 
benefit  of  this  Syllabus  because  there  is  some 
opposition  would  be  an  injustice  as  gfreat,  if 
not  greater,  than  the  proposal  to  deprive 
Reg'istered  Nurses  of  the  record  of  their  certi- 
ficates on  the  published  Register. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Syllabus  of 
Training  is  not  intended  for  probationers  in 
training,  but  as  a  guide  to  those  responsible 
for  the  training"  of  nurses,  and  incorporates 
the  considered  opinion  of  the  body  authorised 
by  Parliament  to  control  Nursing"  Education  as 
to  the  lines  on  which  the  subjects  contained  in 
the  Syllabus  of  Examination  can  best  be 
taught.  As  Sir  Jenner  Verrall  pointed  out  at 
the  meeting-  of  the  Council  on  September  22nd^ 
the  Syllabus  of  Training-,  and  the  Syllabus  of 
Examination,  stand  or  fall  together. 

This  is  evidently  realised  by  the  Minister  of 
Health,  who,  when  the  Syllabus  of  Training 
was  submitted  for  his  signature,  informed  the 
Council  that  he  preferred  to  defer  signing  it 
until  he  had  before  him  the  Syllabus  of  Exami- 
nation. 

Upon  the  Minister,  therefore,  devolves  the 
responsibility  of  approving-,  or  otherwise,  the 
Syllabus  of  Training^.  It  has  been  presented 
to  him  as  incorporating  the  expert  opinion  of 
the  General  Nursing-  Council  as  to  what  is 
necessary  for  the  efficiency  of  Registered 
Nurses,  and  the  Council,  at  its  meeting! 
on  September  22nd,  declined  to  recede  from 
this  position,  on  the  recommendation  of  a  few 
members  of  the  Education  Committee  who  did 
not  take  part  in  framing-  it. 

Public  and  professional  confidence  in  the 
General  Nursings  Council  for  England  and 
Wales  is  already  badly  shaken  What  respect 
can  it  expect,  what  respect  would  it  deserve, 
if,  in  a  craven  fear  of  an  uninformeo  ag-itation, 
it  hauled  down  its  colours,  and,  having-  unsni- 
mously  approved  the  Syllabus,  and  asked  tne 
Minister  of  Health  to  approve  it,  it  now  asked 
him  not  to  sanction  it?  Action  so  invertebrate, 
and  lacking-  in  principle,  would  deserve  the 
contempt  which  it  would  assuredly  receive. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

WHAT  IS  THE  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  "RHEUMATOID 
ARTHRITIS."  "NEURITIS."  AND    "RHEUMATISM"? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding^  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Henrietta  Ballard,  Bermondsey 
Hospital,  Lower  Road,  Rotherhithe,  S.E. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis  is  caused  by  the 
absorption  into  the  system  erf  septic  org-an- 
isms,  usually  from  decayed  teeth  or  disease  of 
the  g-ums  and  mouth. 

The  disease  is  not  usiually  very  acute,  but 
produces  ulceration,  destruction,  and  hyper- 
trophy of  the  joints,  and  does  not  respond  to 
drugfs,  such  as  soda  salicylate.  The  muscles 
become  atrophied,  and  the  joints  painful  and 
swollen,  resulting  in  enlargement  and  stiffness 
of  same. 

The  disease  usually  attacks  middle-aged 
women,  and  may  produce  just  stiffness  of  the 
smaller  joints  or  may  cause  extensive  crippling 
from  stiffness  of  large  joints. 

It  is  a  disease  which  does  not  readily 
respond  to  treatment,  but  does  not  seem  to 
shorten  life. 

In  the  more  acute  forms  elevation  of  tem- 
perature is  produced,  with  emaciation  and 
anaemia  following,  but  it  is  usually  a  chronic 
■condition. 

Treatment  consists  in  removing  septic  con- 
dition causing  the  disease,  nourishing,  digest- 
ible diet,  warm  climate  if  possible,  and  baths 
or  massage  allow  of  a  little  more  movement 
to  the  affected  joints  in  favourable  cases. 

Neuritis  is  inflammation  of  a  nerve;  it  may 
be  acute  or  chronic,  local  or  multiple,  and  may 
attack  any  nerve. 

It  may  be  caused  by  injury,  pressure,  or 
from  some  disease  or  poisoning  of  the  system. 
It  usually  produces  much  pain,  which  is  more 
acute  at  night  in  the  area  of  distribution  of 
the  affected  nerve  or  nerves,  and  consequently 
any  muscles  supplied  by  these  lose  their  power 
and  become  flabby  and  functionless. 

It  attacks  any  persons  and  at  any  age,  btit 
usually  middle-aged  people. 

The  first  symptom  complained  of  is  pain  and 
a  deadness  of  the  part  affected,  with  loss  of 
function. 

Treatment  given  locally,  such  as  counter- 
irritation,  may  give  relief,  or  operative  treat- 
ment may  be  neices'sary  to  stretch  or  sever  a 
nerve,  or  massage  and  electricity  may  cure  the 
condition. 

Rheumatism,  in  its  severe  form,  is  a  very 
acute  non-contagious  fever,  occurring  most 
frequently  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and 
thirty,    and    is   due    to   some   infective   agent. 


usually  caused  by  exposure  to  damp  or  cold. 
The  micro-organism,  a  "  diplococcus,"  gains 
entrance  into  the  system,  causing  a  sore  throat 
or  form  of  tonsilitis,  with  malaise  and  chilli- 
ness, the  joints  becoming  affected  by  the 
organism  getting  into  the  synovial  membrane. 

The  joints  affected  become  excruciatingly 
painful,  very  swollen,  hot,  and  tender.  Tem- 
perature is  high,  often  hyperpyrexia  being  pre- 
sent. Perspiration  is  profuse,  and  of  a  char- 
acteristic acid  odour. 

Urine  scanty  and  loaded  with  urates. 

The  joint  affection  is  very  erratic,  may  move 
from  one  knee  to  the  other,  or  to  an  arm. 

Relapses  are  very  common,  and  the  patient 
is  liable  to  one  at  any  time. 

Danger  is  chiefly  of  cardiac  trouble  super- 
vening, or  as  a  complication  of  acute  rheu- 
matism. 

Treatment.  —  Locally  warmth,  generally 
complete  rest  in  recumbent  position  ;  the  drug 
soda  salicylate  has  a  specific  action  on  rheu- 
matism. 

The  acute  stage  usually  begins  to  subside  in 
a  fortnight,  but  cardiac  symptoms  may  not 
show  themselves  until  some  weeks  after 
attack. 

Hyperpyrexia  mav  need  sponging  or  baths 
to  relieve  same,  and  is  often  very  troublesome, 
but  collapse  must  always  be  watched  for,  and 
baths  only  given  by  order  of  medical  attendant. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Mrs.  C.  Williams,  Miss 
Rachel  Dodd,  Miss  M.  Jenkins,  Miss  P. 
Thomson,   Miss  N.  James. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Williams  writes  : — Rheuma- 
tism Is  an  acute  non-contagious  fever,  and 
generally  thought  to  be  due  to  some  infective 
agent. 

The  predisposing  cause  is  usually  due  to 
exposure  to  cold  and  wet ;  the  diiseasie  may  be 
hereditary. 

Symptoms. — The  disease  is  usually  preceded 
by  headache,  sore  throat,  shivering,  and 
malaise.  The  onset  may  be  gradual  or  sudden  ; 
one  or  more  joints  may  then  become  affected, 
which  are  swollen  and  tender,  the  pain  be- 
coming more  aggravated  on  movement.  The 
skin  over  the  joint  may  be  slightly  Inflamed. 
The  Inflammation  may  leave  one  joint  sud- 
denly, and  appear  in  another. 

The  perspiration  is  profuse  and  acid,  and 
has  an  unpleasant  odour. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

Explain  the  effect  high  altitudes  (e.g.,  the 
Alps)  would  have  on  a  patient  with  a  weak 
heart. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


Members  of  the  Reg^istered  Nurses'  Parlia- 
mentary Council  are  reminded  that  an  im- 
portant Meeting-  will  be  held  at  431,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  on  Saturday,  September  30th,  at 
5  p.m.;  when  it  is  hoped  the  attendance  will 
be  representative.  All  Registered  Nurses — 
male  and  female,  general,  mental,  sick  chil- 
dren's, and  fever — are  eligible  for  member- 
ship, whether  reg-istered  in  Eng-land,  Scotland, 
Ireland,  or  the  Dominions  over  Seas.  The 
annual  subscription  is  is.,  and  Application 
Forms  are  procurable  at  431,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.  i. 


The  Governors  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
General  Hospital  have  presented  a  handsome 
silver  vase,  to  be  known  as  "  The  Holmes 
Vase,"  to  be  competed  for  annually  by  teams 
from  the  Nursing-  Staffs  of  the  London  General 
Hospitals,  at  the  Swimming-  Gala  held  at  the 
Tottenham  Baths. 

This  competition  is  intended  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  Nurse  Holmes,  a  member  of 
the  Nursing  Staff  of  the  above  Hospital,  -who 
died  on  the  13th  January,  1922,  ag-ed  23,  and 
at  whose  instig-ation  the  idea  of  an  inter-hos- 
pital competition  was  orig-inally  promulg-atcd. 


We  are  informed  that  an  Inter-Hospital  Re- 
lay Team  Race  has  been  arrangfed  to  compete 
for  the  "  Holmes  Vase  "  at  the  Swimming- 
Festival  to  be  held,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Park  Swimming  Club,  at  the  Tottenham 
Baths,  opposite  the  Prince  of  Wales'  General 
Hospital,  on  Saturday,  September  30th  (this 
week),  at  7.30  p.m.  The  Nurses'  event  will 
be  timed  to  suit  the  Hospitals  entering-,  prob- 
ably 8  p.m.  This  should  be  a  most  exciting- 
competition.  We  hear  nurses  from  several 
hospitals  will  take  part  in  it. 


Miss  Bickerton,  R.R.C.,  Matron  of  the  Hos- 
pital, who  shows  such  warm  sympathy  with 
everything-  of  interest  to  the  nurses,  has  been 
most  energetic  in  making-  arrang-ements  for 
the  nurses'  competition,  and  we  hope  that 
many  teams  from  the  hospitals  will  enter  it. 


Two  nurses  at  the  Romford  Poor  Law  In- 
firmary have  been  commended  for  bravery  in 
connection  with  a  fire  which  occurred  recently 
in  the  isolation  hospital  attached  to  the  institu- 
tion. 

Nurse  Elwood,  a  probationer  in  charg-e  of 
the  children's  ward,  who  was  temporarily 
blinded  by  the  explosion  of  a  spirit  lamp  to 


which  sihe  was  attending,  endeavoured  to  reach 
the  telephone,  but  was  unable  to  do  so  on 
account  of  the  pain  in  her  eyes.  She  thereupon 
caught  up  two  children,  wrapped  them  in 
blankets,  and  rushed  out  of  the  building-. 

Nurse  Stephenson,  hearing-  her  call,  rushed 
to  the  ward,  and  sent  Nurse  Elwood  to  the 
Matron  to  notify  what  had  happened  while  she 
herself  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  fire  from 
spreading-,  and  being  unable  to  work  the  fire 
extinguisher,  threw  a  pail  of  milk  on  the 
flames. 

The  committee  recommended  that  Nurse 
Elwood  be  hig-hly  commended  for  her  great 
courage  and  presence  of  mind  in  making  the 
safety  of  the  children  her  first  thoug-ht,  and 
that  Nurse  Stephenson  be  commended  for 
trying-  to  combat  the  fire  alone. 

Romford  Guardians  have  endorsed  the  com- 
mittee's findings. 


Sir  Alexander  and  Lady  Bicket,  with  their 
daugfhter,  visited  Bootle  Boroug^h  Hospital 
recently,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing-  the  Mas^ 
sag-e  -and  Electrical  Department  in  operation. 

Through  the  g-enerosity  of  Lady  Bicket,  who 
defrayed  all  the  expenses  of  the  installation 
and  equipment,  the  department  is  conferring- 
inestimable  benefits  on  patients  suffering-  from 
orthopaedic  and  nervous  diseases,  and  the 
visitors  were  g-reatly  impressed  with  the 
evident  utility  of  the  department.  Miss  Chuck 
— the  Sister  in  charg-e — ^explained  the  system, 
and  value  of  the  treatments  afforded  by  the 
various  apparatus.  The  Avider  knowledg-e  of 
the  benefits  derived  is  resulting-  in  an  increas- 
ing- number  of  patients  at  every  session. 

The  visit  had  a  pleasing-  sequence  in  Lady 
Bicket  spontaneously  promising-  an  additional 
contribution  of  £200  to  cover  the  cost  that 
was  incurred  in  decorating  and  furnishing-  the 
necessary  waiting-  and  dressings  room,  and  also 
structural  alterations  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  electrical  and  other  instruments,  thus 
making  a  total  benefaction  of  ;^75o. 


We  wish  success  to  the  g-arden  sale  of  work 
which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Home  of  the  Cathe- 
dral Nursing-  Society,  48,  Osborne  Road,  New- 
castle, on  October  5th.  The  Lady  Mayoress 
will  perform  the  opening-  ceremony. 

Miss  Abraham,  the  Superintendent,  hag  a 
staff  of  seven  trained  nurses,  ever  ready  to 
respond  to  the  call  of  the  suffering-  poor,  and 
last  year  27,348  visits  were  paid  to  sick  pxeople 
in  the  most  poverty-stricken  parts  of  the  city. 
Following^  their  discharge  from  hospital, 
patients  receive  after-care  at  the  hands  of  these 
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kind-hearted  nurses — often  at  a  time  when 
skilled  treatment  is  most  needed  to  restore 
fully  their  vigour  and  health.  By  means  of  an 
"  invalid  kitchen,"  the  nurses  distribute  meals 
and  such  nourishment  as  the  doctors  or  they 
may  decide  to  be  necessary,  and  they  provide 
appliances  and  comforts  to  the  poor  people 
during^  their  illnesses  and  convalescence. 

Miss  Pybus,  of  21,  Victoria  Square,  is  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Society,  from  whom  further 
information  can  be  obtained. 


THE  GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


From  recent  investigations  into  the  condi- 
tions of  Mental  Hospitals,  the  results  of  which 
are  related  in  the  pages  of  Truth,  it  would 
appear  that  a  widespread  opinion  prevails  that 
the  inquiry  into  the  conditions  existing  in 
mental  hospitals  which  was>  conducted  a  few 
months  ago  at  the  behest  of  the  lunacy  authori- 
ties was  not  as  thorough  as  the  circumstances 
required.  In  the  course  of  their  report  the 
committee  which  made  the  inquiry  stated  :— 
*'  We  are  satisfied  that  the  present  provision 
for  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  insane  is 
humane  and  efficient,"  and  there  is  no  reason 
for  doubting  that  this  encomium  is  deserved  in 
some,  perhaps  most,  of  the  institutions  in  ques- 
tion. But  the  committee  was  not  appointed  to 
discover  whether  or  not  the  state  of  affairs  was 
generally  passable  or  to  form  an  estimate  of 
the  average  of  the  conditions  in  these  institu- 
tions :  the  real  point  of  interest  is  whether 
every  one  of  the  institutions  conforms  to  a 
reasonable  standard,  whether  the  character  of 
the  persons  in  charge  is  in  all  cases  such  as  to 
afford  a  reasonable  guarantee  of  humanity  and 
efficiency,  and  whether  the  system  of  inspec- 
tion is  sufficiently  frequent  and  thorough  to 
afford  a  check  to  laxity  or  ill-treatment.  The 
public  is  entitled  to  insist  upon  a  high  stan- 
dard, universally  observed. 

Truth's  investigation  leads  to  some  disturb- 
ing conclusions,  and  much  more  public  control, 
especially  over  Private  Asylums,  will  have  to 
be  enforced  before  the  public  conscience  is 
placated. 

SELF-DETERMINATION      FOR     FEVER 
NURSES. 

A  Meeting  of  Matrons  of  Infectious  Hos- 
pitals will  be  held  at  the  vSouth-Western  Fever 
Hospital,  Landor  Roaid,  Stockwell,  S.W. ,  on 
Saturday,  October  7th,  at  3  p.m.,  with  the 
object  of  discussing  the  formation  of  a  Fever 
Nurses'  Section  of  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Parliamentary  Council. 

We  hope  soon  to  hear  of  Male,  Mental,  and 
Sick  Children's  Nurses  meeting  to  discuss  the 
same  method  of  co-operation. 


The  twenty-seventh  meeting  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  was  held 
at  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  Friday,  September 
22nd,  at  2.30  p.m.,  Sir  Wilmot  Herringham, 
K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Chairman  of  the 
Council,  presiding. 

Minutes. 

Before  the  minutes  were  confirmed,  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fen  wick  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
under  Item  5,  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  First 
Schedule,  the  letter  "  S  "  must  be  added  to  the 
word  "  hospital,"  to  read  "  hospitals  and  dates." 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  had  in  one  particular  been  incorrectly 
minuted.  It  had  been  agreed  that  in  order  to  be 
eligible  for  nomination  and  election  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council  a  nurse  must  be  registered  before 
October  ist,  whereas  it  appeared  that  in  order  to 
take  part  in  the  election  a  nurse  must  be  registered 
before  October  ist,  whch  was  a  very  different 
matter. 

Also  the  word  "  approved  "  should  be  inserted 
at  the  end  of  Item  5. 

With  these  amendments^  which  the  Chairman 
took  power  to  insert,  the  minutes  were  confirmed. 

Draft  Rule  9B. 

The  Chairman  reported  that  Rule  qb,  which  had 
been  framed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council, 
had  been  sent  for  the  consideration  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Scotland,  and  that  they 
strongly  objected  to  it. 

[Rule  9  (b)  is  as  follows  : — "  Notwithstanding 
anything  in  the  preceding  Rules,  the  Council  shall 
have  power  to  consider  any  application  for  regis- 
tration which  shall  be  referred  to  it  by  the  Regis- 
tration Committee  as  being  of  an  exceptional 
character,  and,  if  it  thinks  fit,  to  approve  the 
applicant  for  registration."] 

The  Form  of   Register. 

The  Chairman  further  reported  that  he  had  had 
to  make  an  alteration  in  the  form  of  the  Register 
approved  last  time,  as  it  was  found  that  sufficient 
space  had  not  been  allowed  for  the  record  of 
names  without  frequent  division  into  two  or  more 
lines.  The  alteration  had  to  be  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  Qualification  column. 

Return  from  Colonial  Office. 

The  Chairman  also  reported  that  he  had  now 
had  returns  from  the  Colonial  Office  of  the  Colonial 
Nursing  Services.  He  suggested  that  there  should 
be  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Council  on  October  6th, 
which  should  go  into  committee  to  receive  these 
returns. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  whether  the 
large  number  of  applications  for  registration  still 
held  up  could  be  taken  at  this  meeting. 

The  Chairman  thought  not,  but  said  he  would 
have  something  to  say  on  that  matter  at  a  later 
stage  of  the  proceedings.     He  further  announced 
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letters  of  regret  at  inability  to  be  present  from  Miss 
Dovvbiggin,  Miss  Worsley,  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  and 
Miss  Cattell,  and  stated'that  Miss  Cattell  had  asked 
him  to  bring  before  the  Council  the  question  of 
the  Registered  Nurses'  Uniform  in  her  stead.  In 
this  connection  he  explained  that  he  had  received 
a  former  letter  from  Miss  Cattell  on  the  subject  of 
uniform.  He  had  not  understood  from  it  that  she 
wished  what  she  then  wrote  to  be  brought  before 
the  Council  in  the  form  of  a  Resolution.  It  was 
his  mistake. 

Correspondence. 
New  Member  of  Council. 

The  Chairman  then  read  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  of  Health,  who  expressed  his  regret  at 
the  resignation  from  the  Council  of  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill,  notifying  that  he  had  appointed  in  his 
place  Dr.  R.  D.  Smedley,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  West  Sussex. 

Approval  of  Amendment  to  Rule  XI  (i). 

Another  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Health  noti- 
fied that  he  had  approved  and  signed  the  amend- 
ment to  Rule  II  (i)  submitted  to  him  by  the 
Council.  (This  related  to  the  recognition  of 
conjoint  training  in  approved  hospitals  for  men 
only,  and  for  women  only  as  qualifying  for  training 
in  the  case  of  Intermediate  Nurses.) 

The  Syllabus  of  Training. 
In  regard  to  the  Syllabus  of  Training  the 
Minister  referred  to  his  letter  of  November  8th, 
192 1,  in  which  he  intimated  to  the  Council  that 
he  was  not  then  prepared  to  sign  it,  but  proposed 
to  defer  giving  any  definite  decision  until  the  whole 
body  of  Rules  were  before  him.  He  stated  that 
he  understood  that  the  Examination  Syllabus  was 
now  ready  to  be  forwarded  for  his  consideration. 
He  enquired  whether  the  Council  had  consulted 
Scotland  and  Ireland  in  regard  to  it,  and  enclosed 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Association  of  Poor-Law 
Unions,  stating  that  they  had  unavailingly  applied 
to  the  Council  to  modify  the  Syllabus  in  certain 
particulars,  but  saying  that  it  was  only  fair  to 
state  that  certain  of  their  objections  were  met  in 
the  Syllabus  of  Examination.  They  submitted 
certain  points  to  the  Minister  with  regard  to  the 
Syllabus  of  Training  with  a  view  to  its  simpli- 
fication before  approval. 

Letter  from  the  Association  of  Poor-Law 
Unions. 
A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Herbert  Davey, 
Secretary  of  the  Association  of  Poor-Law  Unions, 
on  its  behalf  regretting  that  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  had  not  seen  fit  to  consult  with  representa- 
tives from  that  Association  with  regard  to 
their  proposed  regulations  of  Poor-Law  hospitals 
as  Nurse  Training  Schools.  The  letter  referred 
especially  to  the  proposed  regulation  that  "  the 
Hospital  must  have  at  least  one  resident  medical 
officer,"  which,  if  approved,  would,  it  stated,  have 
the  effect  of  debarring  from  recognition  twenty- 
four  or  twenty-five  Hospital  Training  Schools  at 
present  recognised  by  the  Minister,  and  urged 
that  the  regulation  be  withdrawn  for  further 
consideration,  and  that  the  Association  of  Poor- 


Law  Unions  be  given  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  position  with  the  General  Nursing  Council. 
Letter  from  the  Registrar. 

The  Chairman  read  a  letter  from  the  Registrar 
asking  that  in  view  of  certain  criticisms  in  regard 
to  the  organisation  of  the  work  of  the  office  an 
expert  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  might  be 
invited  to  examine  and  report  on  the  methods  in 
force. 

The  Chairman  said  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  plan  to  obtain  such  a  report,  but  he  was  not 
enamoured  with  the  suggestion  that  an  expert 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  should  be  asked  to 
make  it,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  general 
opinion  throughout  the  business  world  was  that 
the  business  methods  of  Government  Departments 
were  open  to  criticism. 

If  the  Council  agreed  to  the  proposal  he  thought 
that  the  best  plan  would  be  to  get  some  business 
person  to  make  the  investigation.  There  was  a 
class  of  persons  calling  themselves  "  business 
advisers  "  who  undertook  this  kind  of  work,  and 
from  private  enquiry  he  found  that  firms  of 
Chartered  Accountants  were  also  prepared  to 
act  as  advisers.  He  thought  it  would  probably 
be  best  if  the  Council  asked  a  good  firm  of  Chartered 
Accountants  to  send  an  expert  to  make  a  report 
on  the  organisation  of  the  office.  There  were 
other  firms  apart  from  technical  advisers  and 
Chartered  Accountants  who  undertook  such  work, 
but  he  thought  the  most  reliable  course  would  be 
the  one  he  had  suggested. 

Organisation  of  the  Office  to  be 
Investigated. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that  she  had  intended  to 
make  the  proposal,  had  not  the  Chairman  done  so. 
She  then  formally  proposed  that  the  services  of  an 
expert  should  be  obtained  to  investigate  and  report 
upon  the  organisation  of  the  work  of  the  Office. 

This  was  seconded  by  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace 
Hills. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  supported  the  proposition, 
which,  he  said,  came  at  an  opportune  moment. 
He  hoped  that  it  would  now  be  unnecessary  for 
him  to  make  some  pointed  remarks  which,  as 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  he  should 
otherwise  have  made. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  enquired  whether  the 
expert  must  be  a  man. 

The  Chairman  said  that  his  confidence  in  the 
business  capacity  of  a  woman  in  this  connection 
was  nil. 

The  Chairman  enquired  whether  the  Council 
would  leave  the  selection  of  the  expert  to  him  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  proposed  that  a  nurse 
member  of  the  Council  be  associated  with  the 
Chairman  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. Upon  principle  the  nurses  had  a  right 
to  take  part  in  the  management  of  their  own 
affairs.  This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Villiers. 
Eight  voted  for  the  motion  and  nine  against  it, 
it  was  therefore  lost. 

Dr.  Goodall  then  moved  that  it  be  left  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
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Finance   Committee   to   select   the   expert.     This 
was  seconded  by  Lady  Hobhouse. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that  many  nurses  would 
object  to  this  exclusion.  There  should  be  someone 
who  would  hold  a  watching  brief  for  the  nurses. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  asked  for  how  many  nurses 
Miss  MacCallum  was  speaking. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that  she  spoke  for  Regis- 
tered Nurses. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  asked  by  what  right  she  spoke 
for  Registered  Nurses. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  nurses 
had  a  right  to  help  to  select  the  firm  employed  on 
their  own  business,  for  which  they  would  have 
to  pay. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  did  not  consider  that 
nurses  were  capable  of  making  this  choice, 

The  Chairman  expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  add  a  nurse  member  of  the 
Council  to  those  already  nominated. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  proposed  that  Miss 
MacCallum  should  be  added.  She  was  an 
excellent  woman  of  business. 

Dr.  Goodall  accepted  the  amendment  and 
proposed — 

"  That  the  matter  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chairman,  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  Miss  MacCallum." 

On  the  vote  being  taken  the  motion  was  carried. 
Mrs.  Fenwick  asked  that  those  voting  for  and 
against  should  be  taken  down. 

In  Favour  of  the  Motion. 
Miss  Villiers,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss 
Peterkin,  Dr.  Goodall,  Miss  Cox  Davies,  Miss 
Sparshott,  Miss  Coulton,  Miss  Swiss,  Mr.  Christian, 
Miss  MacCallum,  Miss  Steele,  Sir  Jenner  Verrall, 
and  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills. 

Against  the  Motion. 
Miss  Seymour  Yapp  and  Lady  Hobhouse. 
Miss   Cox  Davies  here  enquired  whether  the 
Resolution  provided  that  a  nurse  should  be  added 
to    the    Committee    of    Selection    or    that     Miss 
MacCallum  should  be. 

The  Chairman  informed  her  that  it  added  Miss 
MacCallum  to  the  Committee. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  said  that  in  that  case  she 
withdrew  her  hand. 

The  Prescribed  Scheme  for  the  Election  of 
Nurse  Members  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales. 
A  further  letter  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
stated  that  the  Minister  had  received  Sir  Wilmot 
Herringham's  letter  of  the  4th  ult.  relating  to  the 
Prescribed  Scheme  for  the  Election  of  Nurse 
Members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  and  a 
Memorandum  had  been  prepared  by  the  legal 
department  of  the  Ministry  on  points  which  called 
for  further  consideration.  The  Minister  was  of 
opinion  that  the  method  prescribed  for  the  election 
of  the  Matrons  was  likely  to  invalidate  the  voting 
paper.  The  Minister  considered  that  it  would 
prejudice  the  authority  of  the  next  Council  if  a 
large  number  of  papers  were  invalidated. 

The  Minister  noted  with  satisfaction  the  marked 


increase  in  the  applications  for  Registration. 
He  attached  great  importance  to  the  electorate, 
and  hoped  that  steps  would  be  taken  to  include 
as  many  nurses  as  possible,  and  would  be  prepared 
to  sanction  the  temporary  appointment  of  addi- 
tional clerks,  under  Clause  4  (2)  of  the  Nurses 
Registration  Act  to  cope  with  the  additional  work 
thereby  necessitated. 

The  Chairman  asked  whether  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  that  this  matter  should  be 
referred  to  the  special  meeting  of  the  Council  on 
October  6th  ? 

Dr.  Goodall  moved,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Registration  Committee  to 
consider  and  report  to  the  Special  Meeting. 

Miss  Villiers  enquired  whether  this  decision 
meant  that  there  was  a  prospect  of  nurses  still 
getting  on  to  the  Register,  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  election  whose  applications  still  awaited 
scrutiny  in  the  Office  ? 

The  next  business  on  the  Agenda  was  the 
Report  of  the  Education  and  Examination  Com- 
mittee. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  she  had 
asked  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee 
why  the  presentation  of  its  Report  was  now 
always  placed  last  for  consideration  instead  of 
first,  its  place  in  the  enumeration  of  Committees 
in  the  Rules,  and  why  the  little  non-representative 
General  Purposes  Committee  had  recently  been 
placed  before  it. 

The  Chairman  agreed,  as  did  Sir  Jenner 
Verrall,  that  it  was  usual  on  such  bodies  to 
place  first  in  order  the  Financial  Report.  It 
was  agreed  to  conform  to  this  arrangement. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  then  moved  that  the  Report  be 
received,  reserving  the  consideration  of  Item  VI 
until  the  Report  of  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee had  been  presented. 

The  Committee  has  met  once — on  September 
14th. 

I. — Recommended  :  That  the  Bills  and  Claims 
submitted  for  payment  be  approved. 

11. — Recommended  :  That  out  of  the  balance  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Council,  the  remainder  of  the 
amount  for  which  the  Council  is  indebted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  namely  ;£2,500,  be  repaid. 

III. — Considered  :   The  Report  of  the  Auditor. 

Recommended  :  (i)  That  the  Employers'  Liability 
policy  taken  out  for  a  portion  of  the  staff  be 
extended  to  cover  all  those  for  whom,  under  the 
Act,  the  Council  is  responsible — namely,  those  in 
receipt  of  less  than  ;^250  a  year. 

(2)  That  insurance  be  effected  to  cover  any 
liability  at  Common  Law  which  the  Council  might 
be  under  in  respect  of  those  in  its  employ  in  receipt 
of  more  than  1^250  a  year. 

(3)  That  a  guarantee  policy  be  taken  out  in 
respect  of  officers  responsible  for  the  collection  of 
fees,  &c. 

IV. — Recommended  :      That     for     the     ensuing 
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month,  an.  additional  ;£20  {£jo  instead  of  £^0)  be 
authorised  for  stamps.  . 

v.: — Reported  :  That  the  Committee  interviewed 
Mr.  Van  Homrigh,  of  the  firm  of  Van  Alexander 
&  Co.,  Advertising  Agents,  with  reference  to  the 
obtaining  of  advertisements  for  the  Register,  and 
that  he  was  informed  that  the  Committee  could 
come  to  no  decision  at  present. 

Recommended  :  That  for  this  particular  issue  of 
the  Register  the  Council  should  reconsider  its 
decision  to  accept  advertisements,  in  view  of  the 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  net  amount  falling  to  the 
credit  of  the  Council  after  allowing  for  probable 
expenses,  would  make  it  worth  while. 

VI. — Considered  :  The  Report  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee. 

Recommended :  (i )  That  a  clerk  for  the  Accountant 
be  appointed  at  a  salary  of  £2  5s.  per  week. 

(2)  That  the  articles  mentioned  in  Recommen- 
dation IV  of  the  Report  be  purchased. 

(3)  That  a  weekly  increase  of  salary  from 
October  5th  of  los.  to  Miss  R.  H.  Hodgson  and 
Miss  Gladys  Upton,  and  5s.  to  Miss  King,  be 
granted. 

(4)  That  recommendation  III  be  not  approved. 

Discussion. 

On  Item  I  Miss  MacCallum  drew  attention  to 
the  increased  cost  to  the  Council  for  travelling 
expenses  owing  to  the  elimination  of  London 
members  from  various  Committees,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  so  many  from  a  distance.  One  lady  cost 
£21,  another  ^^ii,  and  another  £-^o  for  the  month. 

On  Item  II  Miss  Cox  Davies  enquired  whether 
the  CouncU  was  in  such  a  flourishing  condition 
that  it  could  afford  to  pay  the  whole  of  this  ;^2,500. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  amount  now  in 
hand  was /6, 75 3  i8s.  lod. 

On  Item  V  Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  he  was 
not  at  the  last  Council  meeting,  when  the  Council 
approved  of  the  principle  of  accepting  advertise- 
ments, but  gave  no  further  directions.  He 
•  gathered  that  it  was  left  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  give  effect  to  this  decision. 

He  had  made  enquiries  and  had  heard  from 
Messrs.  Butler  &  Tanner,  the  printers  of  the 
Register,  that  they  had  at  last  found  out  that 
Mr.  Van  Homrigh,  of  the  firm  of  Van  Alexander 
&  Co.,  of  Craven  Street,  W.C.,  was  accustomed  to 
obtaining  this  class  of  advertisement.  He  had 
seen  Mr.  Van  Homrigh  and  asked  him  to  attend 
a  meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  he  did 
so,  as  agreed. 

They  learnt  from  hirn  that  he  would  expect  to 
be  given  a  free  hand  subject  to  the  approval  of 
advertisements  by  the  Council. 

The  Committee  asked  Mr.  Van  Homrigh  what 
they  might  get  per  page,  and  he  thought  ;^io  on 
an  issue  of  5,000.  Out  of  that  the  Council  would 
have  to  pay  commission,  printing,  and  cost  of 
paper.  It  was  a  question  whether  the  amount 
left  to  the  credit  of  the  Council  would  make  it 
worth  its  while  to  accept  advertisements.  Mr. 
Van  Homrigh  originally  asked  a  commission  of 
33J  per  cent,  on  each  advertisement  secured,  but 
subsequently  named  25  per  cent. 


Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  he  thought  it  better 
not  to  rely  on  word  of  mouth,  and  Mr.  Van 
Homrigh  confirmed  in  writing  that  he  would  be 
prepared  to  act  as  canvasser  on  the  basis  of  a  com- 
mission of  25  per  cent,  for  advertisements  secured 
and  as  an  alternative  made  an  offer  to  pay  the 
General  Nursing  Council  £^  per  page  for  the  adver- 
tisement space  in  the  Register.  It  remained  for 
the  Council  to  decide  whether  they  would  take 
advertisements  under  these  conditions. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  as  the  pro- 
poser of  the  original  Resolution  she  realised  that 
it  was  rather  a  come  down  for  the  Council  to 
accept  advertisements  for  the  State  Register,  but 
it  never  entered  her  mind  that  they  should  be 
farmed  out  for  the  benefit  of  advertising  agents. 
She  strongly  objected  to  any  such  method.  Adver- 
tisements should  be  invited  direct  from  the 
office.  As  this  had  not  been  done,  she  moved  to 
rescind  the  proposal  that  advertisements  should 
be  accepted  for  the  first  issue  of  the  Register. 

Miss  MacCallum  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Van 
Homrigh  was  at  first  prepared  to  accept  a  com- 
mission of  25  per  cent.  ;  now  he  wanted  a  minimum 
of  50  per  cent. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  price  obtained  for 
advertisements  depended  on  the  number  of  copies 
issued  of  the  Register. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that  the  Union  of  which 
she  was  secretary  printed  5,000  copies  of  its 
Annual  Report.  It  was  able,  without  difficulty, 
to  get  advertisements  which  covered  the  cost  of 
publication. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  that  she  knew  some- 
thing of  the  price  obtained  for  advertisements  in 
connection  with  her  books.  The  offer  was  not  a 
good  one,  and  she  agreed  it  should  not  be 
accepted. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  that  the  Council  had  definitely 
decided  to  have  advertisements,  now  the  Com- 
mittee said  "No."  He  would  like  to  know  more. 
Were  various  advertising  agents  written  to  ? 
Had  the  firm  suggested  had  great  experience  ? 
He  wanted  more  information  and  particularly 
would  like  to  know  why  this  firm  was  the  only  one 
recommended.  He  proposed  that  the  recommen- 
dation be  referred  back  to  the  Finance  Committee 
to  carry  out  the  decision  of  the  Council. 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Cox  Davies. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  hoped  that  if  the 
recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  to 
rescind  the  decision  of  the  Council  was  not  carried, 
that  the  Council  would  name  some  price  per  page, 
which  she  suggested  should  not  be  less  than  £2^. 
It  should  not  be  left  to  any  firm  of  advertising 
agents  to  exploit  the  Nursing  Register. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  that  this  space  was 
going  to  be  a  valuable  asset  to  >the  Council  in  the 
future. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  hoped  that  if  the  Council 
decided  to  have  advertisements  they  would  give 
the  Finance  Committee  some  instructions  Last 
time  they  had  left  the  whole  thing  in  the  air.  It 
was  not  business. 
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The  Chairman  then  put  to  the  meeting  the 
amendment  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Amendment. 

"  That  recommendation  5  be  referred  back  to 
the  Finance  Committee  with  the  instruction  to 
carry  out  the  original  recommendation." 

The  voting  was  even,  and  he  therefore  declared 
the  amendment  not  carried. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
then  put  to  the  meeting,  and  the  voting  being 
again  even  he  d.eclared  it  not  lost. 

With  the  exception  of  Item  VI  (General  Pur- 
poses Committee),  Sir  Jenner  Verrall  then 
moved  that  the  Report  be  agreed,  and  this  was 
carried,  so  that  advertisements  will  not  be  in- 
serted in  the  forthcoming  issue  of  the  Register  of 
Nurses. 

Education  and    Examination   Committee. 

A  meeting  of  Members  of  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee  was,  held  on  September 
14th,  at  which  the  members  present  were  insuffi- 
cient to  form  a  quorum.  At  the  request  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Miss  Lloyd  Still,  Dr. 
Goodall  (who  was  present  at  the  meeting)  presented 
the  following  statement  to  the  Council : — 

Statement. 

I. — Considered  :  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions. 

Recommended  :  That  the  Council  grant  an  inter- 
view to  representatives  of  the  Association. 

II. — Considered  :  (i)  The  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Council  at  its  last  meeting. 

(2)  The  recommendations  of  the  Conference  of 
July  13th  reported  to  Council  at  its  last  meeting. 

(3)  Letter  from  the  Minister  of  Health  with 
enclosure  (circulated) . 

Recommended  :  (i)  That  the  Preface  to  the 
Syllabus  of  Subjects  for  Examination  for  the 
Certificate  of  General  Nursing  be  amended  as 
foUows  : — 

Preface. 
It  is  thought  sufficient  for  the  present  to  issue  this 
Syllabus  of  Subjects  for  Examination  with  the  Nurses' 
Chart  attached  as  a  guide  to  training. 

A  Nurse  presenting  herself  for  Examination  may 
be  questioned  on  any  of  the  subjects  contained  in 
this  Syllabus,  and  in  the  Nurses'  Chart  attached 
to  it. 

The  Examination  will  be  divided  into  two  parts. 
The  first  or  Preliminary  Examination  will  cover 
the  subjects  of  Elementary  Anatomy,  Physiology 
and  Hygiene  (sections  I  and  II  of  this  Syllabus), 
and  will  be  taken  by  all  nurses  alike,  whether 
training  for  the  General,  or  for  a  Supplementary 
part  of  the  Register.  It  may  be  taken  at  any  time 
after  the  candidate  has  completed  one  year's 
training.  The  second  or  Final  Examination  will 
differ  according  to  the  part  of  the  Register  to 
which  the  candidate  is  seeking  admission.  For  the 
General  Part  of  the  Register  it  will  cover  the 
remaining  subjects  of  this  Syllabus  (sections  III, 
IV,  V,  and  VI)  and  those  included  in  the  Nurses 
Chart  attached.     For  the  Supplementary  Parts  of 


the  Register  for  Male  Nurses,  Mental  Nurses,  and 
Fever  Nurses,  the  Examination  will  in  each  case 
cover  the  subjects  contained  in  the  Syllabus 
drawn  up  for  the  special  training  proper  to"  that 
part  and  in  the  Nurses'  Chart  or  Schedule  attached 
to  it.  For  the  Supplementary  Part  for  Sick  Chil- 
dren's Nurses  the  subjects  of  Examination  will  be 
those  of  the  Syllabus  for  General  Nursing  and  the 
Nurses'  Chart  attached,  exclusive  of  those  subjects 
which  belong  to  the  section  on  Gynaecology.  This 
Examination  may  be  taken  at  the  end  of  the  third 
year  of  training,  provided  that  the  first  Exami- 
nation has  been  already  passed. 

(2)  That  the  first  Preliminary  Examination  be 
held  in  July,  1924,  and  the  first  Final  Examination 
in  July,  1925. 

(3)  That  for  the  benefit  of  nurses  now  in  training 
for  the  General  Part  of  the  Register  who  may 
desire  to  take  a  State  Examination,  the  Council 
hold  an  Examination  covering  all  the  subjects  of 
the  General  Syllabus,  and  of  the  Nurses'  Chart 
attached  to  it,  in  July,  1924.  And  that  should 
a  sufficient  demand  be  shown,  similar  examinations 
for  the  Supplementary  parts  also  be  arranged. 

(4)  That  the  Syllabus  of  Training  for  the  Supple- 
mentary parts  of  the  Register  for  Male  Nurses, 
Mental  Nurses,  and  Fever  Nurses  respectively  be 
considered  the  Syllabus  for  Examination  for  that 
part. 

(5)  That  Rule  10  be  amended  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  1925  for  1924  in  line  3  of  the  rule. 

Discussion. 

I.  The  Chairman,  in  connection  with  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  of  Poor  Law 
Unions,  reminded  the  Council  that  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee  had  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  making  up  its  mind  as  to  the  standard  to  be 
required  of  Poor  Law  Hospitals,  and  had  got  down 
very  low,  but  it  had  said  that  to  obtain  approval 
as  a  training  school  such  hospitals  must  have  one 
Resident  Medical  Officer.  They  had  had  a  special 
interview  with  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and,  at  the 
time,  thought  they  were  of  the  same  opinion.  Now 
they  were  told  this  was  not  so.  They  were  also  told 
by  poor  law  people  that  some  Poor  Law  Hospitals 
not  having  a  Resident  Medical  Officer  gave  a 
better  training  than  some  which  had.  He  had 
on  the  table  a  letter  on  the  same  topic.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  have  an  interview  with 
the  Association. 

Miss  Villiers  said,  that  as  Matron  for  many 
years  of  a  hospital  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  now  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  it  was  always  understood  that  she  might 
not  engage  for  service  there  nurses  trained  in  a 
Poor  Law  Infirmary  which  had  not  a  Resident 
Medical  Officer.     She  would  not  think  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  Christian  said  that  some  Poor  Law  Insti- 
tutions having  a  Resident  Medical  Officer  had  a 
lower  standing  than  some  having  a  visiting 
medical  staff. 

The  Chairman  asked  whether  the  Council  would 
wish  to  have  an  interview  with  representatives  of 
the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions  on  October  6th. 
This  was  agreed,  and  Miss  Cox  Davies  formally 
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moved  that  the  Council  should  meet  members  of 
the  A.P.L.U.  at  11.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  day  of  the  Special  Meeting. 

On  Item  II,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  for  a 
copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  Chairman  said  it  had  been  circulated,  but 
Dr.  Goodall  stated  that  it  had  been  circulated  only 
to  members  of  the  Education  Committee,  and  the 
Chairman  agreed  that  it  should  be  supplied  to  any 
member  of  the  Council  on  application. 

On  Recommendation  i ,  under  the  above  heading 
— re  Amendment  of  Preface — The  Chairman  said 
that  the  Syllabus  of  Training  had  been  at  the 
Ministry  for  a  considerable  time.  He  understood 
that  the  Minister  did  not  wish  to  approve  the 
Syllabus  of  Training  until  he  had  seen  the  Syllabus 
of  Examination. 

The  recommendation  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Education  Committee  was  an  alteration  of  policy. 
He  thought  the  Council  had  made  a  mistake  in 
issuing  the  Syllabus  of  Training  before  that  of 
Examination.  It  had  frightened  the  small  schools, 
which  thought  both  the  professional  and  general 
standard  of  knowledge  required  too  high.  He 
thought  they  were  not  properly  informed,  but  it 
was  to  be  feared  that  the  Minister  might  not  ap- 
prove the  Syllabus  of  Training.  It  might,  there- 
fore, be  a  wise  policy  not  to  insist  on  it  just  now, 
but  to  leave  it  in  suspense  and  let  the  Training 
Schools  send  up  their  candidates  under  the  Exami- 
nation Syllabus. 

There  were  schools  willing  to  take  up  the 
Syllabus  of  Training,  and  in  fact  were  working 
upon  it,  but  if  the  Council  tried  to  shove  it  down 
the  throats  of  the  Training  Schools  compulsorily 
now  they  might  not  achieve  the  obj  ect  they  desired . 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  which  members 
of  the  Education  and  Examination  Committee  were 
present  at  the  meeting  at  which  there  was  not  a 
quorum,  and  who  made  this  disastrous  recom- 
mendation ? 

The  Chairman  replied  they  were  Miss  Seymour 
Yapp,  Dr.  Goodall,  Lady  Hobhouse,  and  himself. 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Goodall,  and  seconded  by 
Lady  Hobhouse  that  this  recommendation  be 
approved. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  said  that  it  was  proposed  to 
adopt  the  Syllabus  of  Examination  as  a  temporary 
measure.  They  wanted  to  get  the  education  for 
the  examination  started. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  said  that  by  doing  so  she 
thought  the  Council  would,  in  the  end,  achieve 
more  quickly  what  they  desired.  The  smaller 
schools  were  afraid  of  the  Syllabus  of  Training  ; 
they  must  always  keep  that  in  the  foreground. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  strongly  opposed  the 
proposal,  and  said  that  for  two  years  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee  had  considered  the 
Syllabus  of  Training,  and  hours  and  hours  had 
been  spent  by  educational  experts  in  defining 
it.  Were  they  now  going  to  scrap  the  whole 
curriculum,  and  go  back  on  what  they  considered 
right  and  just  for  the  benefit  of  the  nurses  and  the 
public  ?  The  Syllabus  of  Training  was  before  the 
Minister  upon  whom  the  responsibility  of  accepting 


or  refusing  it  should  rest.  There  must  be  a 
Training  Syllabus,  and  it  was  inconceivable  that 
the  Council  should  waste  more  than  two  years' 
work  upon  it,  and  then  acknowledge  themselves 
incapable  of  defining  a  Syllabus  of  Training, 
because  the  very  Schools  which  had  opposed 
Registration  for  so  many  years,  and  Schools  which 
could  not  conform  to  it,  did  not  desire  to  have  it 
enforced.  It  would  be  a  terrible  climb  down 
and  betrayal  of  the  nurses. 

The  Council  should  not  be  deterred  and  intimi- 
dated by  agitation  on  the  part  of  a  few  institutions 
incapable  of  training  nurses  efficiently. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  the  Council  had  laid 
down  an  Examination  Syllabus  and  in  order  to 
make  it  clear  they  also  drew  up  a  Training  Syl- 
labus. Instead  of  helping  the  Training  Schools  to 
see  the  meaning  of  the  Examination  Syllabus,  it 
had,  apparently,  the  opposite  effect,  but  the  two 
were  intended  to  stand  or  fall  together,  and  the 
Syllabus  of  Training  was  intended  to  elucidate 
that  of  Examination. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  the  Training  Syllabus  was 
first  drafted,  and  the  Examination  Syllabus 
framed  upon  it. 

Miss  Coulton  strongly  advocated  adhering  to 
the  Syllabus.  Recently  training  schools  had  been 
using  the  Syllabus  of  Training.  If  the  Council 
discarded  it  now  they  would  never  get  it  back 
again.  They  should  make  people  realise  that 
the  Syllabus  of  Training  and  of  Examination  were 
one  and  the  same  thing.  To  adopt  the  Syllabus 
of  Training  would  be  best  in  the  end  for  the 
standard  of  education  ;  and  it  was  a  distinct 
enlightenment  of  the  Syllabus  of  Examination. 
They  did  not  want  to  sink  their  ideals  because 
certain  people  did  not  want  to  come  up  to  them. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  that  the  Syllabus  at 
first  looked  formidable,  but  it  had  now  become 
stimulating,  and  a  guide  for  training.  In  five 
years'  time  it  would  be  used  by  the  schools. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  in  five  years'  time  it  would 
have  to  be  revised  and  brought  up  to  date. 

Miss  Swiss  enquired  whether  in  the  event  of 
the  ]\Iinister  declining  to  sign  the  Syllabus,  it 
could  still  be  used  unofficially. 

The  Chairman  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  it  was  purely  a  guide. 
There  were  people  in  the  world  who  were  fright- 
ened of  ghosts. 

Miss  ViLLiERS  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
Council  should  stick  to  its  colours. 

Miss  MacCallum  thought  that  to  discard  it 
would  be  to  bring  down  the  good  schools  to  the 
level  of  the  poorer  ones. 

Mr.  Christian  said  that  it  was  a  matter  for 
explanation  to  those  people  who  disapproved. 

Dr.  Goodall  was  afraid  that  if  the  Syllabus 
were  not  sanctioned  by  the  Minister  it  would 
affect  it  adversely  in  the  future.  Already  it  had 
been  adopted  by  some  schools,  and  they  hoped 
would  be  by  others.  If  they  did  not  send  it  up 
to  the  Minister  now  they  could  make  it  compulsory 
in  the  future. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  the 
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Syllabus  of  Training  had  been  before  the  Minister 
for  months. 

Amendment  of  Preface  Negatived. 

On  being  put  to  the  vote  the  recommendation 
to  amend  the  Preface  by  the  insertion  of  the 
following  words  was  lost,  viz.  : — 

"It  is  thought  sufficient  for  the  present  to  issue  this 
Syllabus  of  Subjects  for  Examination  with  the  Nurses' 
Chart  attached  as  a  guide  to  training." 

Dr.  Goodall,  seconded  by  Miss  Sparshott, 
moved  the  recommendation  : — "  A  Nurse  pre- 
senting herself  for  Examination  may  be  questioned 
on  any  of  the  subjects  contained  in  this  Syllabus, 
&c." — Carried. 

Dr.  Goodall,  seconded  by  Miss  Sparshott, 
moved  the  recommendation  beginning  at  "  The 
Examination  will  be  divided  into  two  parts,"  down 
to  the  words,  "  It  may  be  taken  at  any  time  after 
the  candidate  has  completed  one  year's  training." 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  thought  this  last 
sentence  allowed  great  latitude. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  thought  it  would  be  under- 
stood that  it  must  be  taken  during  the  three 
years'  training. 

The  recommendation  was  carried. 

Dr.  Goodall,  seconded  by  Miss  Sparshott, 
then  moved  the  recommendation  beginning  "  The 
second  or  final  examination  "  down  to  the  words 
"  those  included  in  the  Nurses'  Chart  attached." 

Dr.  Goodall,  seconded  by  Miss  Sparshott, 
moved  the  recommendation  beginning  "  For  the 
Supplementary  Parts  of  the  Register  "  to  the  end 
of  the  Clause. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  for  all 
the  Supplementary  Registers  there  was  to  be  a 
Syllabus  of  Training,  it  had  only  been  proposed 
to  eliminate  the  Syllabus  of  Training  in  regard  to 
the  General  Part  of  the  Register. 

This  recommendation  was  amended  to  read  as 
follows  : — 

"  For  the  Supplementary  Parts  of  the  Register 
for  Male  Nurses,  Mental  Nurses,  Sick  Children's 
Nurses,  and  Fever  Nurses,  the  Examination  will  in 
each  case  cover  the  subjects  contained  in  the 
Syllabus  drawn  up  for  the  special  training  proper 
to  that  part,  and  in  the  Nurses'  Chart  or  Schedule 
attached  to  it.  This  Examination  may  be  taken 
at  any  time  in  the  last  three  months  of  the  training, 
or  later,  provided  that  the  first  examination  has 
been  already  passed." 

Miss  Sparshott  pointed  out  that  the  addition  of 
the  words  "  or  later  "  was  necessary,  as  in  the  case 
of  a  conjoint  training  the  term  was  for  four  years. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  there  might  be  difficulty  with  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  in  connection  with 
the  Registration  of  Fever  Nurses,  as  the  terms  of 
training  did  not  agree,  the  term  in  England  being 
two  years  and  in  Scotland  three  years. 

Recommendations  II,  2,  3,  4  and  5  were  agreed, 
with  the  insertion  in  4,  of  the  words  "  Sick  Chil- 
dren's Nurses  "  before  "  and  Fever  Nurses." 

Dr.  Goodall  then  moved  that  the  amended 
statement  as  a  whole  be  adopted,  and  this  was 
agreed. 

{To  he  concluded.) 


GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FJR 
SCOTLAND. 


Note  of  Proceedings  at  Meeting  of  Council, 
held  on  Wednesday,  September  2oth,  1922. 

At  the  above  Meeting  the  following  resolutions 
were  passed,  namely  : —  { 

That  the  following  conditions  should  apply  in 
the  case  of  future  Nurses  : — 

I. — For  admission  to  the  General   Part  of  the 
Register. 

(i)  Complete  Training  School.  General  or 
Poor  Law  Hospital. 
The  hospital  must  have  at  least  one  resident 
medical  officer,  and  must  satisfy  the  Council  that 
it  furnishes  adequate  training  material  in  the  four 
main  services  : — medical,  surgical,  gynagcological, 
and  children's  diseases,  and  provides  an  adequate 
staff  and  equipment  for  teaching,  in  accordance 
with  the  prescribed  syllabus,  for  a  three  years' 
training. 

(2)  Affiliated  Groups  of  General  and  Poor 

Law  Hospitals. 
There  are  many  hospitals  which  are  not,  when 
each  is  taken  separately,  sufficiently  large  to 
provide  adequate  medical  staff  or  equipment  for 
training.  But  two  or  more  such  hospitals  working 
together,  might  be  able  to  furnish  all  the  necessary 
requirements,  or  one  or  more  small  hospitals  might 
be  affiliated  to  a  hospital  of  the  kind  dealt  with  in 
regulation  i  (i)  above.  The  Council  is  prepared 
to  consider  any  scheme  for  carrying  out  such  an 
arrangement,  but  the  period  of  training  must 
extend  over  four  years,  and  it  will  be  for  the 
hospitals  who  propose  to  affiliate  themselves,  to 
satisfy  the  Council  that  the  requirements  for  a 
four  years'  training  are  fulfilled  by  the  scheme 
proposed. 

(3)  Reciprocity  between  Special,  General  and 

Poor  Law  Hospitals. 

(i)  The  Council  is  prepared  to  consider  schemes 
whereby  a  general  hospital  for  men  only,  one  for 
women  only,  and  one  for  children  only,  should 
respectively  work  together  to  furnish  the  necessary 
training  according  to  the  prescribed  syllabus. 
But  the  period  of  training  must  extend  over  four 
years,  though  it  may  be  divided  amongst  the  three 
hospitals  as  may  be  convenient,  provided  that 
adequate  training  in  the  four  main  services  is 
assured,  and  that  the  subjects  of  the  first  year  of 
the  General  Syllabus  are  taught  in  the  first  hospital 
to  which  the  nurse  goes  for  training,  so  far  as  they 
can  be  taught  in  that  hospital. 

(2)  Nurses  trained  for  two  years  in  the  special 
hospitals,  mentioned  below  (a)  will  be  eligible  for 
the  examination  for  the  General  Part  of  the  Regis- 
ter when  they  have  undergone  a  subsequent  two 
years'  training  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital 
as  in  I  (i).  But  the  two  years'  training  in  the 
special  hospital  must  include  the  subjects  of  the 
first  year  of  the  General  Syllabus,  in  addition  to 
the  subjects  special  to  the  hospital. 
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[a)  Special  Hospitals. — Fever,  Gynaecological, 
Cancer  and  Incurable,  Tuberculosis,  Children's 
Diseases,  Mental  Diseases  (if  the  applicant  has  had 
continuous   training   in  "bedside   nursing  for   tw'o 

years) . 

II.— For   admission  only  to  the  Supplementary 
Parts  of  the  Register. 

(i)  Male  Nurses. — Three  years'  training  in 
accordance  with  the  prescribed  Syllabus  in  an 
Institution  approved  by  the  Council. 

(2)  Mental  Nurses. — ^Three  years'  training  in 
accordance  with  the  prescribed  Syllabus  in  a 
Mental  Hospital  approved  by  the  Council. 

(3)  Sick  Children's  Nurses. — Three  years'  train- 
ing in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  Syllabus 
in  a  General  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  approved 
by  the  Council. 

(4)  Fever  Nurses. — Three  years'  training  in 
accordance  with  the  prescribed  Syllabus  in  a 
hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  approved  by  the 
CouncU. 

III. — For  admission  to  the  General  Part  of  the 
Register  and  also  a  Supplementary  Part 
of  the  Register. 

(i)  General  and  Mental. — Five  years'  training 
will  be  necessary.  Three  years'  training  in  a 
General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital,*  and  two  years  in 
a  Mental  Hospital. 

(2)  General  and  Sick  Children. — Five  years' 
training  will  be  necessary.  Either  three  years' 
training  in  an  approved  General  Children's  Hospital 
and  two  years  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital,* 
or  three  years'  training  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law 
Hospital,*  and  two  years  in  a  General  Children's 
Hospital. 

(3)  General  and  Fever. — Five  years'  training  wiU 
be  necessary.  Either  two  years'  training  in  an 
approved  Fever  Hospital  and  three  years  subse- 
quently in  a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital,* 
or  three  years'  training  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law 
Hospital,*  and  two  subsequently  in  an  approved 
Fever  Hospital. 

Before  any  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital  or 
group  of  hospitals  can  be  approved,  they  must  be 
prepared  to  submit  to  the  General  Nursing  Council 
a  full  description  of  their  training  material,  the 
amount  of  experience  each  training  nurse  is 
assured,  and,  in  the  case  of  grouped  hospitals,  the 
Hospital  where  it  is  to  be  obtained  ;  and  to  give 
evidence  of  educational  facilities  and  of  the  exist- 
ence of  systematic  arrangements  wherebj'  the 
attendance  of  each  probationer  at  a  series  of 
lectures  on  the  prescribed  subjects  is  assured. 
Such  information  will  be  scrutinised  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  and  each  General  or 
Poor  Law  Hospital  or  group  of  Hospitals  will  be 
considered  as  a  training  school  on  its  merits. 

The  Council  propose  that  the  first  part  of  their 
examination  should  be  held  for  the  first  time  in 
April,    1924,   and   that  the  second   part  of  their 

*As  in  I   (i). 


examination  should  be  commenced  in  October 
1925- 

The  following  hospitals  have  so  far  been  placed 
on  the  list  of  hospitals  considered  able  to  supply 
the  whole  training  of  Nurses  in  the  future  : — 

Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh,  Western  Infirmary, 
Glasgow,  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  Dundee 
Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary 
Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  Royal  Alexandra 
Infirmary,  Paisley,  Royal  IrAxvaaxy ,  Perth,  Leith 
Hospital,  Greenock  Hospital  and  Infirmary,  Dum- 
fries and  Galloway  Royal  Infirmary,  Kilmarnock 
Infirmary,  Ayr  County  Hospital,  Stirling  Royal 
Infirmary,  Northern  Infirmary,  Inverness,  Stobhill 
Hospital,  Glasgow,  Merryflatts  Hospital,  Govan, 
East  Poorhouse  Hospital,  Dundee,  Eastern  District 
Hospital,  Glasgow,  Western  District  Hospital, 
Glasgow. 

The  above  are  approved  for  one  year  only  and 
subject  to  their  carrying  out  the  Training  in  the 
Syllabus  issued  by  the  Council. 


RETENTION  ON  REGISTER    AND   ENDORSE- 
MENT   OF    CERTIFICATE. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland 
desires  that  attention  should  be  directed  to  the 
fact  that  Nurses  on  the  Scottish  Register  whose 
Certificates  of  Registration  are  dated  after 
December  31st,  1921,  do  not  require  to  pay  a 
retention  fee  or  to  send  in  their  Certificate  of 
Registration  for  endorsement  this  year. 

Nurses  whose  Certificate  of  Registration  is 
dated  not  later  than  December  31st,  1921,  require 
to  pay  a  retention  fee  this  year,  and  to  send  at 
same  time  their  Registration  Certificate  for 
endorsement. 


RULES  FOR  ELECTION  OF  NURSES  TO 
GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR  SCOT- 
LAND. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  Rules  for  the 
election  of  Nurses  on  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Scotland  which  we  shaU  hope  to  find 
space  for  next  week.  The  election  will  take  place 
on  November  30th  next,  and  will  be  carried  out 
by  postal  ballot. 

■ » 

THE  NURSES'  MISSIONARY  LEAGUE. 

The  Valedictory  Meetings  of  the  Nurses'  Mis- 
sionary League  will  be  held  at  University  Hall, 
Gordon  Square,  W.C,  on  Thursday,  October  5th, 
opening  at  10.30  in  the  morning. 

FARE>\rELL  Meetings. 

Subject  :  "  The  Call  of  the  present  world-wide 
Crisis." 

Object  :  To  seek,  as  Members  of  the  Nursing 
Profession,  to  recognise  the  opportunities  and 
responsibilities  involved  in  this  Crisis. 

Consider  :  Industrial  and  Social  Conditions  at 
Home.  Hospitals  Overseas — without  Doctors  or 
Nurses.  Present  and  International  Relationships. 
The  Problems  of  Ireland,  India,  &c. 
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PROGRAMME. 

Morning  Session,  10.30-12.30. 

"  A  Call  to  Prayer."  The  Morning  Session 
will  consist  of  Two  Devotional  Hours,  conducted 
by  Miss  A.  H.  Small  (late  Principal  of  the  Women's 
Missionary  College,  Edinburgh). 

Afternoon  Conversazione,  3-5.30. 

Hostesses  :  Mrs.  Gillie,  Mrs.  Sturge,  Miss  Millner, 
Miss  E.  M.  Smith. 

Addresses  :  "  The  Problem  of  India,"  the  Rev. 
Garfield  H.  Williams,  O.B.E.,  M.B.,  B.S.  "  A 
few  Snapshots  from  Old  Cairo,"  Miss  H.  Anthony, 
Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary.     (Palestine). 

Evening  Session,  7.30-9.30. 
"  A  Call  to  Service." 

Chairman  :   Mrs.  Sturge,  Treasurer. 

Opening  Hymn  and  Prayers. 

The  Secretary's  Report. 

Sailing  Members  will  speak  for  five  minutes 
each. 

Missionary  Address  :  "  Some  of  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  a  Missionary  Nurse's  life,"  Miss  A. 
Hammond  Bell,  Royal  Infirmary,  Oldham  (Congo) . 

Closing  Address  :  "  Real  Happiness,"  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Woodhouse,  M.A. 

Closing  Prayers  and  Benediction. 

Tea  and  Coffee,  7-7.15. 

List  of  "  Sailing  Members." 
(Those  marked  *  will  have  sailed  before  October  5th.) 

Miss  K.  M.  Banks  (W.M.M.S.),  trained  Guy's  Hosp., 
to  China. 

Miss  I.  B.  Bell  (S.M.M.),  trained  London  Homceo- 
pathie  Hosp.,  to  Morocco. 

Miss  A.  Cam  (S.P.G.),  trained  Guy's  Hosp.,  to 
Mandalay. 

Miss  Camplin  (C.M.S.),  trained  Royal  Free  Hosp. 

*Miss  Goggle  (C.T.F.),  trained  Woolwich  Inf.,  to 
Bloemfontein. 

*Miss  W.  Cooke  (W.M.M.S.),  trained  Salford  Royal 
Hosp.,  to  Ceylon. 

*Miss  E.  J.  Crews  (E.G.M.),  trained  Bristol  Royal 
Inf.,  to  Egypt. 

*Miss  A.  J.  Crooks  (E.G.M.),  trained  City  of  London 
Inf.,  to  Egypt. 

Miss  E.  A.  Ede  (B.M.S.),  trained  Camberwell  Hosp., 
to  India. 

*Miss  E.  Head  (B.M.S.),  trained  Camberwell  Hosp., 
to  the  Congo. 

Miss  G.  Hinton  (W.M.M.S.),  trained  London  Hosp., 
to  China. 

*Miss  J.  Jacob  (S.P.G.),  trained  General  Hosp., 
Salisbury,  to  Ramnad. 

♦Miss'A.  Law  (C.M.S.),  trained  S.  Mary's  Inf.,  to 
Ranaghat. 

Miss  I.  McNicol  (Ch.  of  S.),  trained  Royal  Inf., 
Glasgow,  to  E.  Africa. 

Miss  A.  M.  Hardy,  trained  Whipp's  Cross  Hosp.,  to 
India. 

*Miss  Macready,  trained  Prince  of  Wales'  General 
Hosp.,  to  India. 

Miss  M.  Martin  (C.M.S.),  trained  Royal  Inf.,  Leicester, 
to  Egypt. 

Miss  A.  Meader  (A. P.M.),  trained  Royal  County 
Hosp.,  Ryde,  to  Assiout. 

Miss  E".  M.  Oliver  (B.M.S.),  trained  Bristol  Royal 
Inf.,  to  India. 


*Miss    Patrick    (U.F.C.S.).    trained    Glasgow   Royal 
Inf.,  to  Livingstonia. 

Miss  G.  M.  Schinz  (L.M.S.),  trained  Kettering  General 
Hosp.,  to  Papua. 

Miss   B.   P.    Smith   (U.M.),   trained  London  Hosp., 
to  China. 

♦Miss  I.  Stringer  (P.M.),  trained  Camberwell  Hosp. 
to  Africa. 

Miss  E.  M.  Thompson  (W.M.M.S.),  trained  London 
Temperance  Hosp.,   to  Ikkadu. 

Miss  M.   L.   Tracey   (S.P.G.),   trained  General  Inf., 
Salisbury,  to  India. 

Miss    E.    Tucker    (W.M.M.S.),    trained    Camberwell 
Hosp.,  to  Vellore. 

Miss  Whittemore  (C.M.S.),  trained  City  of  London 
Inf.,  to  Kenya. 

Miss.  Walters    (C.E.Z.M.S.),   trained  General  Hosp., 
Northampton,  to  Foochow. 


LEAGUE   NEWS. 

We  always  welcome  Nurses'  League  Journals, 
and  this  week  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  dipping 
into  that  of  the  Isleworth  Nurses'  League — full 
of  the  social  events,  news,  and  excellent  pictures 
of  those  trained  and  in  training,  and  taking  part 
in  sporting  events  at  the  West  Middlesex  Hospital. 
The  balance  sheet  shows  an  income  of  £144  7s.  6d., 
with  a  surplus  of  £74  7s,  8d.,  and  it  is  quite  wonder- 
ful what  appears  to  have  been  done  with  an 
expenditure  of  some  ;^70 — the  production  of  the 
Journal  on  lovely  paper,  postage,  amusements, 
badges,  &c.  It  just  shows  what  can  be  done  at 
little  cost  when  earnest  nurses  pull  together  and 
do  their  own  jobs. 

The  West  Middlesex  Hospital  at  Isleworth  is 
close  tq  our  beautiful  Thames,  which  permits  of 
facilities  for  a  Boating  Club.  This  is  indeed 
calculated  to  promote  pleasure  and  health.  A 
boat  has  been  hired  for  the  Club's  use  from  Mr. 
Finn,  of  Isleworth  Ferry,  and  some  day  no  doubt 
we  shall  see  a  Nurses'  team  carrying  off  trophies 
at  the  Isleworth  Regatta  ! 

Tennis  also  has  its  devotees,  and  there  is  pre- 
sented in  the  News  a  picture  of  the  rival  teams 
of  the  West  Middlesex  Hospital  and  Paddington 
Infirmary. 

A  racquet,  presented  by  Mr.  Baber  (a  member 
of  the  Committee) ,  was  keenly  competed  for  at  the 
Garden  Party  on  July  ist,  and  won  by  Nurse  M. 
Taylor. 

The  financial  result  of  the  Sale  and  Sports  at 
this  Party  was  ;^66  (>s.  7d. 

Amongst  letters  to  the  Matron,  Miss  Huggins 
(President  of  the  League),  we  note  one  from 
Sister  Celia  Perkins,  from  Folembrai,  Aisne, 
France,  where  she  and  Sister  Mary  Sutton,  of  the 
F.F.N.C.,  did  such  fine  work  in  the  devastated 
districts  after  the  War — the  sort  of  work  calcu- 
lated to  cement  the  entente  in  the  happiest  manner 
possible.     , 

The  annual  subscription  to  the  Isleworth  Nurses' 
League,  is  only  is.,  which  entitles  members  to  a 
copy  of  the  Journal,  with  all  the  news  of  the  Fair. 
Every  certificated  member  of  the  School  should 
support   this  movement,    and   through   affiliation 
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with  the  National  Council  of  Nurses,  come  into 
touch  with  the  world-wide  interests  of  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses,  and  thus  extend  her 
professional  and  human  outlook.  Leagues  may 
become  narrow  if  too  self  concentrated. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Puraysburn    Villa     Colony    Asylum,     Belfast.— Miss 

Jeannie  Murray  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Gloucester  Infirmary,  and  the 
Rotunda  Hospital,  Dublin,  and  has  been  Night  Super- 
intendent at  the  Macclesfield  Infirmary,  and  Deputy 
Matron  and  Matron  at  the  Cardiff  City  Mental  Hospital. 

DENTAL    NURSE. 

Cheshire  Education  Committee,  Chester.  —  Miss 
Susannah  Jane  Jones  has  been  appointed  Dental 
Nurse.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  East  Lancashire 
Infirmary,  Blackburn,  and  has  been  Nurse  in  Charge 
of  the  Surgical  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  for  School  Children, 
Birkenhead. 

HEALTH    VISITOR. 

Lancashire  County  Council,  Preston. — Miss  Susannah 
Bamber  has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Infirmary  and  Dispensary,  Bolton, 
and  the  Jessop  Hospital  for  Women,  Sheffield,  where 
she  was  Pupil  Midwife.  She  has  also  had  experience 
of  private  nursing. 

Miss  Edith  Simmons  has  been  appointed  Health 
Visitor  under  the  same  authority.  She  was  trained 
at  the  North  Evington  Infirmary,  Leicester,  where 
she  subsequently  held  the  position  of  Ward  Sister. 
She  has  worked  as  a  Health  Visitor  in  Leicester,  and 
has  been  Assistant  Superintendent  of  a  Welfare  Centre 
in  Manchester. 

Maesteg  Urban  District  Council. — Miss  E.  A.  Daniels 
has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor.  She  was  trained 
and  on  the  staff  at  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital,  Newport, 
Mon.  '  She  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Brynwyn 
Nursing  Home,  Newport,  and  was  trained  in  Midwifery 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Bristol. 

SCHOOL    NURSE. 

Swindon  Borough  Education  Committee. — Miss  Ethel 

0      M.  Pilcher  has  been  appointed  School  Nurse.     She  was 

trained  at  Worcester  General  Infirmary,  and  has  been 

School  Nurse  at  Retford,  Notts,  and  School  Nurse  and 

Health  Visitor,  at  Bedford. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE 
FOR     NURSES. 

Examination    for   the   Roll   of   Queen's   Nurses, 
September  2ist,   1922. 

Questions. 

1 .  In  the  case  of  a  small  room  with  no  fireplace  what 
suggestions  would  you  make  for  ventilation  by  means 
of  nomely  contrivances  ?  What  may  be  the  cause  of  a 
stuffy  smell  in  a  room  apparently  clean  and  how  would 
you  try  to  remedy  it  ? 

2.  In  preparing  artificial  food  for  a  baby  what  should 
be  your  cum  and  how  would  you  carry  this  out  if  the 
materials  available  were  (a)  fresh  cow's  milk  and  (b) 
dried  milk. 

3.  You  are  asked  by  the  doctor  to  go  to  a  case  of 
Haemetemesis  late  at  night  to  put  the  patient  com- 
fortable and  to  give  instructions  to  the  friends  as  to 
how  to  act  in  your  absence.  State  in  detail  what  you 
would  do. 

4.  What  are  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  and 


what  steps  would  you  take  to  ensure  the  proper  dis- 
intection  of  (a)  a  room  which  has  been  occupied  by  a 
person  suffering  from  one  of  them  and  (b)  yourself  ? 

5.  How  would  you  prepare  for  an  operation  in  the 
district  ? 

6.  (a)  What  are  the  advantages  of  Health  Visiting 
being  undertaken  by  the  nurse-midwife  in  a  rural  area 
and  if  asked  to  undertake  it  in  your  district  what  would 
you  expect  your  duties  to  be  ? 

or 
(b)  What  are  the  essentials  of  a  good  district  nurse  ? 

WEDDINQ    BELLS. 

Spackman — Bridges. — On  September  i6th,  at  St. 
Gabriel's  Church,  Warwick  Square,  London,  S.W.,  by 
the  Rev.  B.  Staunton  Batty,  M.A.,  Bertram  John 
Spackman,  of  Castle  Field,  Calne,  Wiltshire,  to  Edith 
Mary  Bridges,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Bridges,  and 
until  recently  Nursing  Superintendent  for  England  of 
Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses. 

Many  nurses  will  wish  to  express  their  good  wishes 
to  Mrs.  Spackman,  who  was  a  very  popular  Super- 
intendent, for  her  happiness  in  her  married  life. 


THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

The  following  letter  from  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales  has  been  received  by  the  Organising  Com- 
mittee responsible  for  the  Flag  Day  on  October 
6th,  which  is  to  be  held  on  behalf  of  the  Joint 
Council  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  and  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society  and  the  Combined  Hospitals  of 
London.      His    Royal   Highness    writes  : — 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  so  many  thousands  of 
ladies  and  students  will  again  help  to  swell  the 
funds  by  selling  flags  and  favours  on  the  6th  of 
next  month,  and  I  join  with  you  in  the  desire 
that  many  more  voluntary  workers  will  enrol  at 
19,  Berkeley  Street,  or  any  of  the  hospitals.  The 
response  from  the  citizens  of  London  to  my 
current  appeal  for  ;^500,ooo  by  the  end  of  the  year 
has  so  far  brought  in  nearly  ;^320,ooo.  It  is  my 
earnest  and  confident  expectation  that  the  results 
of  '  Our  Day  '  and  My  Day  will  very  materially 
aid  in  carrying  the  aggregate  result  into   '  the  last 

;^I00,UOO.'     " 


Those  of  us  who  have  known  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years  of  the  continued  progress  of  the 
Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital  cannot  realise  that 
it  is  true  that  the  Governors  have  agreed  to  close 
125  out  of  the  225  beds,  and  leave  only  100  beds 
in  use.  The  Board  has  been  overcoming  financial 
difficulties  for  years.  But  at  the  end  of  last  year 
they  were  faced  with  an  overdraft  of  over  ;^i2,ooo. 
It  costs  roughly  ;^ioo  a  day  to  run  the  hospital, 
which  means  ;^36,500  a  year.  This  year,  in  spite 
of  splendid  help,  they  cannot  see  their  way  to 
anything  like  a  steady  income  of  more  than 
;^27,ooo — and  ;^48,ooo  is  needed. 

Many  generous  supporters  are  themselves  faced 
with  penury  owing  to  excessive  taxation  and 
huge  rates  and  taxes.  It  all  comes  back  to  the 
absolute  necessity  for  an  economical  Government 
and  a  drastic  cut,  from  the  top  downwards,  of 
Whitehall  waste  of  time  and  money. 
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BOTULISM I^^ANTITOXIN  SERUM. 

SUPPLIES   AVAILABLE  AT   SIXTEEN 
CENTRES. 

It  is  officially  stated  at  the  Ministrj'-  of  Health 
that  steps  have  been  taken  for  depositing  supplies  of 
botulism  Antitoxin  at  sixteen  centres,  chosen  with 
the  view  of  having  supplies  of  the  remedy  readily 
available  (say,  within  two  hours  by  motor)  of  any 
•district. 

These  centres  are  as  follows  : — 

Portsmouth         Manchester         Norwich 
Plymouth  Liverpool  Cambridge 

Bristol  Leeds  Oxford 

Cardiff  Carlisle  Hull 

Aberystwyth       Newcastle 
Birmingham        Nottingham 
To  this  list  will  be  added  any  other  district  on 
application  from  its  medical  officer  of  health. 

Arrangements  are  in  hand  for  securing  the 
storage  of  the  Antitoxin  under  suitable  con- 
ditions as  regards  temperature  and  light,  and 
for  the  periodical  withdrawal  and  renewal  of 
supplies  to  prevent  deterioration. 

INSTRUCTIONS    AS    TO    USE. 

1.  Immediate  Administration. — The  only 
remedy  at  present  known  for  botulism  is  botulinus 
Antitoxin  given  by  injection  and  even  this  is 
unlikely  to  save  life  if  the  disease  has  progressed 
to  a  late  stage.  It  is  therefore  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  give  the  Antitoxin  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  i.e.,  as  soon  as  the  earliest  symp- 
toms of  blurred  or  double  vision,  giddiness,  ptosis, 
•difficulty  in  speech  or  swallowing,  &c.,  suggest 
the  diagnosis  of  botulism. 

2.  Method. — The  effectiveness  of  treatment  by 
Antitoxin  for  botulism  is  so  greatly  increased  by 
intravenous  injection  that  this  method  of  adminis- 
tration should  always  be  employed  if  possible 
(otherwise  the  intramuscular  method  should  be 
used).  The  risk  of  serious  symptoms  arising  in 
persons  highly  sensitive  to  horse  serum  must  be 
recognised,  and  when,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
medical  practitioner,  such  risk  is  likely  to  be  great, 
he  should  administer  a  preliminary  injection  of 
a  small  quantity  of  the  Antitoxin  (0.5  c.c.  = 
8  minims)  subcutaneous ly.-  If  this  produces  clear 
evidence  that  the  patient  is  sensitive  (that  is,  if  a 
reaction  appears  in  half-an-hour),  then  the  Anti- 
toxin must  be  given  with  particular  caution,  the 
first  intravenous  injection  consisting  of  0.5  c.c.  of 
Antitoxin  being  diluted  with  50  c.c.  of  saline,  and 
subsequent  injections  being  diluted  less  and  less 
till  the  full  dose  has  been  administered. 

3.  Dose. — Only  large  doses  will  save  acute 
cases.  The  intravenous  dose  should  be  from  20-50 
c.c.  of  the  .A.ntitoxin,  previously  warmed  to  body 
temperature,  and  injected  very  slowly.  This 
amount  may  be  repeated  daily,  if  necessary. 

Note. — All  other  persons  who  have  consumed 
the  suspected  food,  but  have  not  yet  presented 
symptoms,  should  be  given  a  prophylactic  dose 
of  Antitoxin  {i.e.,  10  c.c.)  intramuscularly,  to  be 
followed  by  larger  doses  intravenously  should 
symptoms  appear. 


THE    PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 

THE  STATUS  OF  TRAINED  NURSE  HEALTH 
VISITORS. 

It  is  a  case  of  "  now  or  never  "  for  nurses 
engaged  in  Public  Health  work.  If  they  do  not 
stand  together  and  make  it  known  that  those 
employed  as  Health  Visitors  will  not  take  a  status 
lower  than  Sanitary  Inspectors,  they  will  deserve 
whatever  treatment  they  may  get  in  the  future. 

It  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Professional 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses  that  the  Women  Sanitary 
Inspectors'  and  Health  Visitors'  Association  had 
agreed  to  the  schedule  of  salaries  in  accordance 
with  the  London  Whitley  Scheme  for  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  Health  Visitors  under  Local 
Authorities,  which  recommended  that  in  what- 
ever grade  under  this  scheme  Sanitary  Inspectors 
were  placed.  Health  Visitors  should  be  one  grade 
lower.  Resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Public 
Health  Section  of  the  Union,  protesting  against 
the  lowering  of  the  status  of  Health  Visitors,  and 
the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  a  copy 
to  the  Minister  of  Health,  the  National  Association 
of  l.ocal  Government  Officers,  and  the  Women 
Sanitary  Inspectors'  and  Health  Visitors'  Asso- 
ciation respectively,  and  a  letter  was  drawn  up 
and  sent  to  the  authorities  in  the  Boroughs  where 
P.U.T.N.  members  worked. 

In  answer  to  this  protest,  at  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Executive  of  the  Women  Sanitary  In- 
spectors' and  Health  Visitors'  Association,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  a  letter  should  be  sent 
to  the  Clerks  of  the  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils 
drawing  their  attention  to  the  "  equity  and  desira- 
bility of  similar  salaries  for  Health  Visitors  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors."  Unfortunately,  however, 
the  mischief  was  done,  and  the  London  District 
Council  for  Local  Authorities'  Administrative, 
Technical  and  Clerical  Services  have  issued  an 
addendum  to  the  draft  scheme,  placing  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  Grade  C,  and  Health  Visitors  in 
Grade  B.  The  matter  is  to  come  up  again  for 
consideration  before  the  London  District  Council 
in  December,  and  it  behoves  Health  Visitors  to 
bestir  themselves  and  bring  whatever  pressure 
they  can  to  bear  in  order  that  this  grading  may  be 
altered. 

The  P.U.T.N.  in  July  last,  passed  and  forwarded 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  Whitley  Council  a  strong 
resolution  of  protest.  They  have  recently  followed 
it  up  with  a  letter  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Paragraph  5,  Clause  (ii)  of  Memo.  65-M.C.W., 
which  sets  forth  the  requirements  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  with  regard  to  the  qualifications  of 
women  appointed  as  Health  Visitors  reads  : — 

Three  years'  training  in  a  General  Hospital,  or 
full  training  in  a  Children's  Hospital,  together  with 
at  least  one  of  the  following  qualifications  : 

{a)  The  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives' 

Board  ; 

(6)   The  certificate  of  a  Sanitary  Inspector ; 
(c)  The  certificate  for  Health  Visitor  of  one 
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of  the  bodies  approved  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  under  the  Health  Visitors'  (London) 
Order,  1909,  i.e.,  the, Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health,  the 
National  Health  Society,  or  the  Battersea 
Polytechnic. 

The  position,  therefore,  may  be  that  a  woman 
with  a  Sanitary  Inspectors'  certificate  alone,  can 
take  precedence  of  a  woman  with  a  Sanitary 
Inspectors'  certificate  plus  three  years'  Hospital 
Training,  a  situation  foreshadowing  a  grave 
injustice  to  a  Professional  section  of  the  Public 
Health  Service. 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 

*» 

A  NEW    HANDBOOK  ON  HOSPITAL 
SOCIAL  SERVICE. 

The  Alumnae  Magazine  of  the  Johns  Hopkins 
Hospital  Nurses  at  Baltimore — edited  entirely,  of 
course,  by  a  Publication  Committee  of  Graduates — 
is  a  very  high-class  journal,  and  one  of  our 
exchanges  we  read  carefully.  The  August  issue  is 
full  of  good  things,  and  draws  our  attention  to  a 
new  handbook  of  "  Organisation  and  Method  in 
Hospital  Social  Service,"  by  Margaret  S.  Brogden, 
Chief  of  Social  Service,  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital. 

Miss  Ruth  Brewster  Sherman  writes  of  this 
work  : — 

This  fine  book  which  Miss  Brogden  has  just 
published  is  the  kind  of  work  that  we  are  most 
glad  to  see  coming  from  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospi- 
tal and  especially  from  a  Johns  Hopkins  nurse. 
It  is  a  remarkable  and  regrettable  fact  that  there 
have  been  very  few  books  written  by  Hopkins 
nurses,  but  the  value  and  importance  of  this  one 
does  much  to  atone  for  this  deficiency.  It  is 
constructive,  showing  by  text,  diagram  and  illus- 
trations how  the  Social  Service  Department  has 
been  built  up  and  conducted  since  its  beginning  : 
it  is  so  simply  and  personally  applicable  in  its 
teachings  that  even  long-graduated  nurses  can 
take  from  it  some  valuable  hints  for  their  dealings 
with  doctors  and  patients  :  it  holds  up  a  high 
ideal  of  Social  Service  ;  and  its  most  business-like 
and  concise  directions  for  workers  are  filled  with  a 
tactful  humane  sympathy  that  shows  a  love  of  the 
work  and  of  the  people  worked  for. 

The  ideal  of  the  Department  is  set  forth  on 
p.  76  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Canby  Robinson,  Physi- 
cian in  Chief  of  the  J.  H.  H.  "It  should  be  the 
outspoken  ideal  of  every  hospital  and  all  con- 
nected with  it,  to  endeavour  to  have  every  patient 
who  enters  its  doors  leave  the  institution  a  better 
man,  woman,  or  child — not  only  physically,  but 
also  intellectually  and  spiritually.  In  the  period 
of  transition  when  the  doctor  more  or  less  with- 
draws, the  social  worker  should  take  his  place  ; 
and  the  transition  should  be  accomplished  with 
intimate  co-operation,  so  that  gradually  the 
patient  is  transferred  from  the  medical  to  the 
social  service,  rather  than  being  discharged  from 
the  hospital." 


On  p.  30  are  words  which  we  take  to  be  Miss 
Brogden's  own,  which  are  with  the  notice  of  nurses 
who  have  to  keep  special  charts  :  "  There  is  a 
certain  natural  tendency  in  most  of  us,  to  exalt 
the  record  as  an  end  in  itself,  a  tendency  to  feel 
that  something  has  actually  been  accomplished 
when  a  statement  appears  in  black  and  white. 
...  A  record  is  only  a  tool,  to  be  made  sharp  and 
kept  available  for  use.  ...  A  record  should  not 
be  used  to  stand  as  a  justification  for  the  worker. 
...  It  stands  for  the  establishment  of  definite 
human  relationships.  It  grows  and  takes  new 
force  as,  because  of  these  relationships,  things 
happen." 

The  preface  to  this  book  is  a  poem  by  Florence 
Van  Cleve  which  gives  the  point  of  view  of  all- 
too-many  patients  in  our  beloved  Hospital. 

The  doctor  smiled,  and  said,  "  You  may  go  home 

To-morrow  "  ;    and  he  looked  surprised  when  I 

Returned  no  answering  smile.     How  should  he  know 

The  sudden  shrinking  of  my  tortured  flesh 

From  all  that  ' '  going  Home  ' '  implies  to  me  ? 

I  am  so  tired' — -so  tired  !     And  when  I  think 

Of  taking  up  the  burdens  that  I  dropped 

When  sickness  brought  to  me  a  breathing  space — • 

The  grimy  oderous  clothes,  so  hard  to  rub  ; 

The  food  that  must  be  bought,  prepared  and  cooked  ; 
The  constant  struggle  to  keep  up  the  rent ; — 

Then  is  it  strange  that  I  should  weakly  cling 

To  this  white  cot,  this  atmosphere  of  rest. 

Where  I  may  sleep  ?    .    .    . 

I  almost  hoped  this  pain  would  end  all  pain  ; 

But  no  ;   the  verdict's  "  Life  !  "—I  must  "  go  home  !  ' 

Two  memories  came  back  with  the  reading  of 
these  lines.  Long  before  there  was  a  social  service 
in  the  hospital,  there  was  in  Ward  G,  for  nearly 
a  year  a  little  crippled  girl  ten  years  old,  observant, 
intelligent  and  adaptable,  who  eagerly  absorbed 
all  that  was  best  in  her  ward.  Finally  she  was 
discharged  and  a  nurse  sent  with  her  to  show  the 
parents  how  to  manage  the  appliances.  "  Wouldn't 
you  suppose,"  she  said  afterward,  "  that  Annie 
would  be  glad  to  go  home  after  so  long  ?  When 
she  got  home  she  gave  one  look  all  around  and 
exclaimed  '  Oh  Mother, — how  little  and  dirty 
everything  is  here  !  '  "  The  other  memory  is  of  a 
long  trip,  partly  on  foot,  through  the  Tennessee 
mountains  and  into  many  of  the  cabins  of  the 
mountaineers.  "  I'd  like  to  come  down  and  live 
among  these  people,"  said  the  visitor,  "  and  teach 
them  and  work  with  them  and  help  them  :  but 
I'm  a  nurse  and  they  don't  need  nursing."  "  No," 
answered  her  host,  "  they  don't  need  nursing, 
they  need  Social  Service." 

Miss  Brogden's  book  is  published  in  Baltimore 
by  the  firm  of  Norman-Remington,  at  the  price 
of   $2.50. 


IRISH    WOMEN'S    EQUAL    RIGHTS. 

Amongst  the  Articles  of  the  Irish  Constitution 
already  carried  is  one  declaring  "  That  men  and 
women  have  equal  political  rights." 

Congratulations  to  the  Dail. 


22Z 


ITbe  British  3ournal  of  IPlursitt^    September  30,  ig^^. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

September  ^oth. — Meeting  of  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council  and  Delegates  from 
Nurses'  Organisations  :  To  discuss  the  forthcoming 
election  of  Registered  Nurses'  Representatives  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council.  431,  Oxford  Street, 
W.     5  p.m. 

September  ^oth. — The  Scottish  Nurses'  Club, 
203,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow.  Sale  of  Work.  Open- 
ing by  the  Marchioness  of  Ailsa.     2  p.m. 

September  $oth. — Prince  of  Wales'  General 
Hospital.  Ninth  Grand  Water  Festival  in  aid  of 
the  Hospital  at  Tottenham  Baths.  Life  saving 
competition,  diving  and  swimming  exhibition. 
Nurses  to  compete  for  "  The  Holmes  Vase." 
7.30  p.m. 

October  ^th. — Naval  Medical  War  Memorials. 
Unveiling  at  Plymouth  Royal_  Naval  Hospital, 
Plymouth.     3  p.m. 

October  ^th. — The  Nurses'  Missionary  League 
Valedictory  Meetings.  University  Hall,  Gordon 
Square,  W.C.      10.30  a.m.  to  g.30  p.m. 

October  6th. — General  Nursing  Council  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  Conference  with  representatives 
of  the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions.  1 1 .30  a.m. 
Special  Meeting,   2.30  p.m. 

October  6th. — "  Our  Day  and  the  Prince's  Day," 
in  support  of  the  London  Comb'ued  Appeal  for  the 
Hospitals.  '     '   ■ 

October  6th. — Professional  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Dance,  Holborn  Hall,  Holborn,  London, 
W.C. 

October  yth. — Meeting  of  Matrons  of  Infectious 
Hospitals  to  discuss  forming  a  Fever  Nurses' 
Section  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary 
Council.  South- Western  Fever  Hospital,  Stock- 
well,  S.W.     3  p.m. 

October  yth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Lecture  by  Major 
Rigg,  O.B.E.,  on  "  London's  Guilds,  Past,  Present 
and  Future."    4.15  p.m. 

October  14^^.— Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  "  Not  Forgotten." 
The  Domestic  Staff  will  entertain  the  Gentlemen 
from  St.  Dunstan's.     6  to  10  p.m. 

October  20th. — Whipps  Cross  Hospital,  Leyton- 
stone,  E.  :  Nurses'  Reunion.  Apply  to  the 
Matron. 

INFANT    CARE. 

The  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of 
Infant  Mortality  and  for  the  Welfare  of  Infants 
have  arranged  a  Course  of  Elementary  Lectures 
on  Infant  Care,  intended  for  Crdche  Nurses  and 
Probationers,  at  Carnegie  House,  117,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  on  Thursdays,  at  7.30  p.m.,  from  October  5th 
to  December  7th.  The  Lecturer  for  the  Course 
is  Dr.  Flora  Shepherd,  Medical  Of&cer  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Hornsey. 

A    WORD    FOR    THE     WEEK. 

Slavery  is  but  half  abolished,  emancipation  but 
half  completed,  while  millions  of  freemen  with 
votes  in  their  hands  are  left  without  education. — 
Robert  Charles  Winthrop. 


tti  ftRS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A    CASE    FOR   CONSIDERATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  venture  to  protest,  even  if  too 
late,  on  behalf  of  those  Male  Nurses  unfortunate 
enough  to  have  their  training  interrupted  through 
having  served  their  country  in  H.M.  Forces  during 
the  late  war. 

The  Nursing  Council  have  decided  that,  unless 
a  Candidate  for  Registration  has  completed  his 
or  her  three  years'  training  prior  to  November  ist, 
1 91 9,  they  are  in  the  intermediate  class  of  Nurses 
and  penalised  to  the  extent  of  having  to  pay 
two  guineas  instead  of  one  guinea  for  Registration. 

A  Male  Nurse  beginning  his  training  in  191 4,  but 
preferring  to  serve  his  country  in  a  fighting  unit, 
instead  of  serving  in  the  R.A.M.C.  and  serving 
throughout  the  war,  and  only  being  able  to  com- 
plete his  training  after  demobilisation,  surely 
deserves  some  consideration  instead  of  being 
penalised. 

Had  he  served  in  the  R.A.M.C.  no  penalty  would 
have  been  exacted  and  he  would  get  on  to  the 
Register  without  question. 

Another  Male  Nurse,  with  eighteen  months' 
training  previous  to  joining,  up  was  unable  to  com- 
plete his  training  within  the  stipulated  time  as  laid 
down  by  the  Nursing  Council  and  is  likewise 
penalised,  and  there  must  be  scores  of  such  cases. 

The  so-called  Intermediate  Nurse  and  the  penalty 
attached  is  altogether  wrong,  and  is  there  any 
wonder  that  Male  Nurses  as  a  body  are  very  un- 
willing to  Register,  holding  as  they  do  that  no 
understanding  or  sympathy  exists  in  the  present 
Nursing  Council  with  the  aspirations  of  Male 
Nurses  as  a  whole. 

Faithfully  yours, 

R.  Donaldson. 

8,  Hinde  Street, 

Manchester   Square,   W.  i. 

[We  suggest  that  our  correspondent  should  place 
the  case  of  Male  Nurses  before  the  General  Nursing 
Council ;  we  sympathise  with  his  argument. — Ed.]  • 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

October  yth. — Explain  the  effect  high  altitudes 
{e.g.,  the  Alps)  would  have  on  a  patient  with  a 
weak  heart. 

October  i^th. — What  are  the  causes,  symptoms 
and  treatment  of  surgical  shock? 

October  21st. — Describe  the  preparation  of  the 
patient,  after  treatment,  and  nursing,  of  a  case 
of  Haemorrhoids. 

October  28th.— What  are  the  four  principal 
causes  of  maternal  mortality  in  order  of  import- 
ance, and  how  can  they  be  prevented  ? 
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A    CENTRAL    FUND    FOR    PROVINCIAL 
HOSPITALS. 

Sir  Napier  Burnett,  director  of  Hospital 
Services  of  the  Joint  Council  of  the  Order  of 
St.  John  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society, 
has  now  issued  the  third  annual  report  on  the 
Voluntary  Hospitals  in  Great  Britain,  exclud- 
ing London. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  in  1921,  for 
the  first  time  since  the  war,  the  majority  of 
the  Voluntary  Hospitals  were  able  to  pay  their 
way.  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  says  further  that  it 
is  confidently  expected  that  the  figTires  for 
1922  will  show  an  even  better  position,  and 
supports  the  belief  of  Sir  Napier  Burnett  that 
the  best  means  of  securing  the  necessary  finan- 
cial support  throughout  the  country  is  to  show 
the  wonderful  work  that  the  Voluntary  Hos- 
pitals are  doing.  He  further  points  out  that 
a  new  classification  of  the  hospitals  is  neces- 
sary, and  approves  the  suggestion  for  a 
Central  Fund  for  the  provincial  hospitals, 
somewhat  on  the  lines  of  King  Edward's  Hos- 
pital Fund  for  London. 

A  Resolution  approving  the  formation  of 
such  a  Fund  was  passed  at  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  British  Hospitals  Association,  and 
the  Association  further  asked  the  Joint  Council 
of  the  Order  of  St.  John  and  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society  to  take  the  matter  into  active 
consideration. 

The  total  number  of  voluntary  hospitals  in 
England  and  Wales  is  641,  and  in  Scotland  90. 
In  London  112  hospitals  come  under  the  super- 
vision of  King  Edward  VII's  Hospital  Fund 
for  London,  and  receive  grants  from  it.  But 
there  is  no  similar  fund  for  helping  the  pro- 
vincial hospitals.  Such  a  Fund  would  be  col- 
lected from  sources  from  which  the  hospitals 
do  not  at  present  derive  assistance ;  through  it, 
greater  unity  in  their  statistical  returns  could 


be  obtained,  and  duplication  and  overlapping 
avoided. 

Sir  Napier  Burnett  considers  that  a  new 
classification  of  hospitals  is  needed  according 
to  the  work  they  do,  and  the  facilities  they 
provide  for  carrying  out  that  work.  Those 
known  as  teaching  hospitals,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  associated  with  medical  schools,  should, 
he  considers,  be  graded  as  a  class  apart  from 
others,  according  to  their  general  standard  of 
equipment  and  laboratory  facilities.  The  sub- 
scribing public  would  then  be  in  possession  of 
knowledge  enabling  them  to  appreciate  why 
one  class  of  hospital  was  more  expensive  than 
another.  We  think  also  that  in  grading  the 
hospitals  consideration  might  be  given  to  their 
recognition  as  training  schools  for  nurses  by 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales,  and  the  equipment  and  teaching  facili- 
ties they  provide  for  this  purpose,  which  also 
entail  increased  expenditure,  but  expenditure 
which  is  an  economical  outlay  from  the  point 
of  view  of  public  benefit. 

The  Report  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
little  information  is  given  in  the  annual  reports 
of  hospitals  as  to  the  actual  work  done  within 
their  walls,  and  points  out  that  if  the  hospitals 
would  realise  their  opportunities  and  instruct 
the  public  in  the  great  work  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  the  public  would  take  a  renewed  in- 
terest in  the  "  saving  of  their  hospitals." 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for 
people  of  moderate  means  is  touched  upon, 
and  Sir  Napier  Burnett  is  of  opinion  that  the 
full  solution  of  this  question  will  not  be 
reached  until  the  medical  profession  come  to 
realise  that  the  payment  of  a  hospital  staff  is 
merely  centred  in  the  question  of  the  provision 
of  hospital  beds  for  this  class  of  the  com- 
munity. He  appeals  to  the  profession  to  con- 
sider the  question,  and  to  act  in  an  advisory 
capacity  to  those  hospital  governors  and 
trustees  who  are  seeking  to  solve  this  problem. 
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OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 

EXPLAIN  THE   EFFECT   HIGH    ALTITUDES    (e^.,  THE 

ALPS)    WOULD   HAVE  ON  A  PATIENT  WITH    A  WEAK 

HEART. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Rachel  Dodd,  Woolwich  Home 
for  Ailing  Babies,  Plumstead,  S.E. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Persons  suifering  from  a  weak  heart  need 
more  oxygen  than  healthy  persons  because  of 
imperfect  aeration  erf  the  blood.  At  high  alti- 
tudes one  breathes  rarefied  air  which  is  defi- 
cient in  oxygen,  and  influences  the  blood  pres- 
sure, causing  increased  breathing  and  heart 
beats,  which  may  result  in  immediate  death. 

It  chiefly  affects  the  breathing,  causing 
dyspnoea  (difficult  breathing),  which  is  the  con- 
sequence of  any  impediment  to  the  free  ingress 
and  egress  of  air  from  the  lungs. 

Aeration  may  be  completely  interfered  with, 
death  by  asphyxia  (breathlessness)  resulting. 

Asphyxia  is  generally  taken  to  cover  the 
entire  series  of  events  from  the  moment  when 
aeration  is  interfered  with  to  the  cessation  of 
all  respiratory  and  cardiac  movements. 

This  series  of  events  is  divided  into  three 
stages  : — 

1.  That  of  increasing  dyspnoea,  culminating 
in 

2.  The  convulsive  stage,  which  gives  way  to 

3.  The  period  of  exhaustion. 

During  the  first  stage,  which  lasts  about  a 
minute,  the  respiratory  movements  become 
stronger  and  longer,  therefore  less  frequent, 
the  prolongation  being  chiefly  expiratory  ;  the 
heart  beats  with  increased  force  and  fre- 
quency ;  the  blood  pressure  rises,  and  the  lips 
become  a  bluish  purple. 

During  the  second  stage,  which  also  lasts 
about  a  minute,  the  respiratory  movements 
become  violent  and  convulsive,  the  convulsions 
being  chiefly  expiratory ;  the  heart  beats 
forcibly,  but  less  frequently ;  the  blood  pres- 
sure keeps  high,  the  dusky  colour  (cyanosis) 
of  the  mucous  membranes  is  increased.  The 
raised  blood  pressure  is  caused  by  vaso-con- 
striction  rather  than  by  increased  heart's  force, 
and  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  blood  current 
is,  at  the  same  time,  much  slower  than  normal. 

The  third  stage,  which  lasts  two  or  three 
minutes,  movements  ebb ;  pupils  dilate ;  con- 
vulsions cease ;  respirations  become  less  fre- 
quent and  more  shallow,  finally  ceasing  in  ex- 
piration ;  heart  beats  feebly  and  infrequently, 
or  feebly  and  rapidly,  and  finally  stops;  blood 
pressure  falls,  and  the  dusky  mucous  mem- 
branes become  pale  and  anaemic. 

Anaemia  of  the  brain,  caused  by  fainting,  is 
brought  on  by  weakness  of  the  heart's  action. 


The  symptoms  are  headache,  giddiness,  ring- 
ing in  the  ears,  sickness  (nausea),  and  vomit- 
ing. In  laboured  respirations  the  chief  vary- 
ing factor  is  the  exaggerated  intrapulmonary 
pressure,  which  entails  a  corresponding  altera- 
tion of  the  pleural  pressure.  The  forcible  in- 
spiration entails  a  greater  negative  pressure  in 
the  air  passages  and  in  the  pleural  cavity ;  a 
forcible  expiration  entails  a  greater  positive 
pressure  in  the  air,  and  the  pleural  pressure  is 
now  positive  instead  of  negative. 

These  effects  are  marked  in  excess  in 
persons  with  a  weak  heart,  when  the  respira- 
tion is  exaggerated. 

The  great  veins  at  the  root  of  the  neck 
shrink  and  swell  visibly  with  inspiration  and 
expiration.  Diminished  urine.  There  is  the 
danger  of  paraplegia,  due  to  emibolism  by  a 
disengagement  of  gases  within  the  blood. 

The  blood  being  deficient  in  oxygen,  the 
spinal  bulb  is  stimulated,  the  vasomotor  centre 
and  nerves  are  excited,  and  the  blood  pressure 
rises.  This  excitation  of  the  bulbar  vasomotor 
centre  by  a  deficiency  of  oxygenated  blood 
cannot  endure  for  any  long  period,  the  excit- 
ability of  its  grey  matter  is  soon  exhausted  if 
oxygenated  blood  is  permanently  withheld ; 
when  this  occurs  the  arterioles  begin  to  relax, 
this  being  the  cause  of  the  fall  in  the  blood 
pressure. 

The  violent  expiratory  efforts  are  apt  to 
damage  the  air  vesicles;  the  pressure  within 
them  may  be  made  so  great  that  they  beccKne 
over-distended  and  rupture,  giving  rise  to  the 
condition  known  as  emphysema. 

The  great  difference  between  the  day  and 
night,  and  between  the  sun  and  shade  tem- 
peratures, would  also  throw  a  terrific  strain  on 
the  patient  and  have  similar  effects.  These 
patients  need  a  restful  climate,  such  as 
Nauheim. 

Post-mortem  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  the 
large  veins,  and  the  lungs  are  gorged  with 
thick  blood ;  the  left  side  of  the  heart  is  empty 
and  contracted. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  Jane  Tomkins,  and  Miss 
Ada  Jones. 

Our  readers  greatly  appreciate  these  Papers, 
written  from  a  practical  point  of  view,  and 
now  that  the  holidays  are  over  we  may  hope 
for  a  larger  number  of  competitors.  Such 
work  is  of  real  value  to  those  who  send  in 
Papers  as  well  as  to  those  who  read  them. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  are  the  causes,  symptoms,  and  treat- 
ment of  surgical  shock? 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

Our  readers  will  be  g-ratified  to  know  that 
Miss  S.  A.  Villiers  has  been  re-elected  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
National  Council  of  Women  at  its  recent 
meeting-  at  Cambridge.  For  many  years, 
althoug"h  many  Nurses'  organisations  were 
affiliated  to  the  Council,  they  had  no  expert 
on  the  Executive.  Owing  to  the  representa- 
tions of  the  Matrons'  Council  and  other 
Societies  this  defect  was  remedied  last  year, 
when  Miss  Villiers  was  elected.  In  these  days 
"  Registered  Nurses  "  must  see  to  it  that 
their  profession  has  expert  representation  on 
any  National  Org-anisation  they  support  finan- 
cially. Lady  Frances  Balfour  was  re-elected 
President  of  the  Council,  an  eminently  pK>pular 
appointment.  The  lady  has  wit — grace  a 
Dieu !  

It  is  noteworthy  that  there  is  no  question 
of  scrapping-  the  Syllabus  of  Education  for  the 
Nursing  of  Sick  Children,  which,  with  the 
exception  of  gynaecolog-y,  is  identical  with  that 
for  General  Nursing".  Why,  then,  should  it  be 
sugfg-ested  that  the  gfreat  body  of  g^eneral 
nurseis  should  be  deprived  of  its  benefits?  The 
sugfg-estion  is  an  outrag-e. 

We  hope  nurses  already  regfistered  will  not 
submit  to  this  gfrave  Injun-  without  taking  steps 
to  protect  the  status  of  the  State  Examination. 


A  most  interestingf  Address,  given  at  the 
Public  Health  Nurses'  Convention,  San  Jose, 
California,  by  Dr.  John  R.  Haynes,  on 
"  Sterilisation  of  the  Unfit,"  should  receive 
wide  consideration.  When  we  can  find  space 
■we  hope  to  discuss  it  at  length.  But  whether 
•  we  shall  ever  have  the  moral  courag-e  to  adopt 
such  methods  of  preventing-  deg-eneracy  and 
crime  we  douibt.  Sentiment  g-overns  so  many 
stupid  people  in  this  country. 


It  is  expected  that  the  John  Howard  Homes 
for  disabled  nurses  at  East  Brigrhton  will  be 
ready  for  occupation  earlv  in  the  new  year. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Sir  John  Howard, 
who  died  in  1917,  left  ;^30,6oo  to  build, 
furnish,  equip,  and  maintain  24  oottag-es  as  a 
home  for  nurses,  with  provision  for  los.  a 
week  to  be  paid  to  the  occupants,  whose  per- 
sonal income  must  not  exceed  5s.  a  week,  and 
who,  on  account  of  age,  infirmity,  or  other 
circumstances,  were  unable  to  follow  the  occu- 
pation of  trained  nurse. 

We  are  informed  that  the  cottages  promise 
to  be  real  homes  for  their  possessors,  whose 
income,  we  understand,  may  be  aug-mented. 


The  Bolton  Board  has  agreed  to  the 
Townleys  Hospital  Committee's  recommenda- 
tion to  appoint  a  Sister  Tutor  to  teach  proba- 
tioner nurses  at  the  hospital,  at  a  salary  of 
;^ioo,  rising-  annually  by  ;^io  to  ;^i30,  with 
emoluments. 

In  discussing  the  recommendation,  Mr. 
Rushton  said  their  expenses  were  becoming 
enormous,  and  he  asked  if  it  was  proposed  to 
reduce  somebody  else's  salaries  if  this  appoint- 
ment was  made.  Another  member  agreed  that 
the  nurses  should  be  trained,  but  said  they 
were  going-  to  do  it  at  too  great  a  cost. 

Mr.  Harg'reaves  said  the  nursing-  staff  was 
all  right,  and  this  scheme  of  tutor  sisters  was 
g-oing  to  cost  the  country  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  pounds.  Also,  it  was  going  to  reduce 
the  number  of  entrants  into  the  nursing  pro- 
fession ;  and  ultimately  they  would  have  only 
girls  with  hig^h  school  or  colleg-e  educations. 
The  whole  thing  was  dang-erous,  and  he 
objected  to  its  being  put  into  operation  now. 

Mrs.  Barnes,  however,  said  they  must  make 
proper  provision  for  the  training  of  their 
nurses,  who  would  not  be  able  to  get  on  unless 
they  passed  the  nurses'  examination.  Having 
agreed  with  the  Nursing  Council  to  become  a 
nursing  school  the  Guardians  now  were  bound 
to  do  their  best  for  the  girls  coming  to  be 
trained  there.  The  syllaibus  would  be  a  stan- 
dard for  the  whole  country,  she  added,  and 
this  would  eliminate  the  annoyance  of  Unions 
with  high  standards  getting  nurses  from  others 
with  lower  ones. 

Mr.  Hargreaves  was  assured  that  working 
girls  would  get  every  chance,  for  a  seventh 
standard  was  all  that  was  required  of  candi- 
dates.   

"  If  I  were  not  a  doctor  I  should  want  to  be 
a  nurse,"  said  Dr.  Wilfrid  Grenfell  on  Monday 
night,  when,  addressing  a  lairge  audience  at 
Westminster  Central  HaJl,  he  paid  a  glowing 
tribute  to  the  unselfish  women  who  go  out  to 
Labrador  to  assist  in  the  medical  mission  of 
which  he  is  the  pioneer. 

Quite  a  number  of  Canadian  and  American 
nurses  have  worked  in  this  isolated  land. 


It  demonstrates  the  very  high  moral  stan- 
dard of  our  colleagues  in  New  Zealand  that, 
as  reported  in  Kai-Tiaki,  a  Registered  Nurse 
has  been  condemned  for  the  first  time  to  serve 
a  term  in  prison  for  theft. 

"  For  the  first  time  on  record  in  New  Zea- 
land," states  Kai-Tiaki,  "this  disg"race  has 
fallen  on  the  Nursing  Profession.  A  nurse  of 
long  standing,  and  who  has  held  the  responsible 
position  of  a  Sister  in  the  Auckland  Hospital 
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for  nearly  twelve  years,  has  been  convicted  of 
theft,  and  sentenced  to  one  month's  imprison- 
ment. 

"  It  is  a  terrible  thoug^ht  that  such  a  thing- 
could  be  possible.  The  circumstances  of  the 
case  point  to  a  curious  feature  in  that  the 
nurse  herself  received  little  or  no  benefit  from 
the  food  and  other  material  which  she  stole 
and  conveyed  outside  to  a  woman  friend,  who 
the  Magisitrate  considered  was  equally  guilty 
with  herself  and  sentenced  to  the  same  term 
of  imprisonment.  Apparently  the  nurse  re- 
ceived no  payment  for  the  g-oods,  and,  for  the 
most  part,  as  she  was  livings  in  the  hospital, 
she  could  not  have  partaken  of  the  greater 
portion  of  dietary. 

"  Under  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  a 
clause  provides  that  a  nurse  convicted  of  an 
indictable  offence  sihall  be  removed  from  the 
Register  by  Order  of  the  Governor  in  Council, 
and  after  twenty-one  years  this  step  will  now 
have  to  be  taken. ' '  

This  is  indeed  a  sad  story,  but  under  the 
Nurses'  Reg-istration  Act  the  profession  in 
New  Zealand  can  purge  its  ranks  of  criminals. 
After  our  thirty  years'  strugg-le  for  legal  status 
this  protection  is  now  ours,  thoug^h  we  feel 
that  the  present  Standing  Penal  and  Dis- 
ciplinary Committee  of  the  G.N.C.,  composed 
as  it  is  largely  of  independent  professional 
nurses,  will  see  that  a  full  measure  of  justice 
is  done  to  any  accused  colIeagTje. 

PRINCESS  MARY    AT   LEEDS. 

Princess  Mary  Viscountess  Lascelles  had  a 
splendid  reception  at  Leeds  on  Monday,  when 
she  visited  the  city  to  open  the  Infants'  Ward 
at  Leeds  General  Infirmary.  She  was  met  at 
the  Moortown  boundary  of  the  city  by  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  Mayoress.  The  nurses 
g-ave  her  a  cheering-  welcome  at  the  hospital, 
which,  of  course,  looked  its  very  spotless  and 
flowery  best. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  in  handing-  over  a  cheque 
made  out  to  Princess  Marv  for  over  ;^6,ooo, 
said  that  the  Princess  Mary's  Infants'  Ward 
had  been  founded  to  commemorate  and  cele- 
brate her  marriage.  All  classes  of  the  public 
had  subscribed  eagerly  towards  this  object, 
and  the  ward  was  beginning  its  career  of  use- 
fulness unfettered  by  want  of  funds. 

After  unlocking  the  ward  with  a  golden  key 
the  Princess  was  shown  everything,  and  ex- 
pressed delight  with  all  the  arrangements. 

The  Lady  Superintendent,  Miss  E.  S.  Innes, 
R.R.C.,  D.N.  (Leeds),  and  the  Nursing  Staff 
took  an  active  part  in  making  the  occasion  of 
the  Royal  visit  a  great  success. 


THE  GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

[Concluded  from  page  216.) 

Report  of  the  Registration  Committee. 

Dr.  Goodall  (Chairman  of  the  Registration 
Committee)  moved  that  the  Report  be  received. 

Since  the  last  Meeting  of  the  Council  the  Com- 
mittee has  met  twice,  on  August  29th  and  Septem- 
ber 15th. 

I.  The  following  Statements  showing  the  progress 
of  Registration  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Minister 
of  Health  : — 

AppUcations  received  during  week  ending — 


Gen. 

Supp. 

Total. 

July  22nd 

.     295 

30 

•     325 

July  29th 

291 

19 

.     310 

August  5  th 

•     372 

•       34 

.     406 

August  12th 

•     413 

31 

•     444 

August  19th 

•     395 

31 

.     426 

August  26th 

.     386 

51 

•     437 

September  2nd 

.     441 

•       97 

•     538 

September  9th 

.     482 

.       64 

.     546 

September  i6th    . 

•     423 

108 

■.     531 

3498 

465 

3963 

II.  Registration  to  September  i6th,  1922 — 
Applications  received        . .          . .  . .  12,479 

Applications    approved    by  Council  to 

July  2ist,  1922            ..          ..  ..  6,616 

Applications  for  approval            . .  . .  1,474 

Ineligible      . .          . .          . .          . .  . .  523 

Applications  withdrawn   . .          . .  .  .  26 

III.  Lists  of  1,474  applications  for  registration, 
whose  applications  have  been  found  to  be  in  con- 
formity with  the  rules,  are  appended,  as  also  are 
lists  of  50  applicants  whose  applications  are  not  in 
conformity  with  the  rules. 

The  Committee  recommends — 

[a)  That  the  1,474  applicants  whose  appli- 
cations have  been  found  to  be  in  order  be 
approved  for  registration,  and  that  the 
Registrar  be  instructed  to  enter  their  names 
in  the  appropriate  parts  of  the  Register. 

(fe)  That  the  appropriate  certificate  be 
granted  to  each  of  these  applicants,  and  that 
authority  be  hereby  given  to  affix  the  Seal  of 
the  Council  to  each  certificate. 

Discussion. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  enquired  why  the 
number  of  applications  held  over  for  consideration 
was  not  stated  as  was  the  practice  formerly,  and 
as  was  arranged  at  the  July  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  the  figures  could  be  ascer- 
tained by  subtraction,  and  stated  that  the  number 
so  held  over  was  3,863. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Christian,  seconded  by 
Miss  Seymour  Yapp,  Dr.  Goodall  obtained  leave 
to  move  the  following  Resolution  : — 
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"  That  all  those  nurses  who  applied  before  October  1st, 
1922,  and  who  are  subsequently  found  to  be  eligible  for 
registration,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  forthcoming 
election,  and  that  leave  be  given  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Council  to  engage  as  many  clerks  as  may  be  required 
to  attain  this  end." 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Cox  Da  vies. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  that  unless  all  nurses 
who  applied  by  October  ist  were  registered  if 
eligible,  and  be  thus  qualified  to  vote,  as  they  had 
been  led  to  believe,  there  would  be  justifiable 
disappointment  and  complaint. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  it  ought  to  be  done 
if  feasible. 

Miss  MacCallum  and  Mr.  Christian  spoke  in 
support. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed. 

The  Report  was  then  adopted  with  the  exception 
of  Item  III,  which  was  held  over  and  considered 
later  in  camera. 

Report  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills, 
Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee, 
Miss  Cox  Da  vies  moved  that  the  Report  be 
received. 

The  Report  notified  the  selection  of  Miss  K.  E. 
Wint  (in  succession  to  Miss  Stear,  resigned), 
at  a  salary  of  £2  12s.  6d.  per  week,  and  of  Miss 
Harriett  Sargeant  (in  succession  to  Miss  Stuart 
Gray,  resigned),  at  a  salary  of  £3  a  week.  Also 
that  Miss  Hilda  Greig  had  tendered  her  resignation 
for  September  i6th. 

It  notified  also  that  Miss  Cameron,  Housekeeper, 
left  on  July  26th,  and  that  Miss  Fenn,  with  the 
temporary  assistance  of  Miss  Vickers,  had  carried 
on  the  work. 

Under  Item  III  a  recommendation  was  made 
for  two  additions  to  the  permanent  staff — (i)  a 
clerk  for  the  Accountant  at  a  salary  of  £2  5s.  per 
week,  and  (2)  an  office  girl  at  a  salary  of  15s.  to 
17s.  6d.  per  week,  and  the  temporary  appointment 
of  two  clerks  at  ;^i  per  week  and  two  at  £2  per 
week. 

A  Summary  of  the  business  transacted  in  the 
office  was  appended. 

Discussion. 

Under  Item  III  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  for 
the  Accountant  was  sanctioned .  The  appointment 
of  an  office  girl  and  four  more  clerks  and  of  the 
other  increases  proposed  were  not  approved  by  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  the  recommendations 
were  withdrawn. 

With  these  amendments,  and  in  view  of  the 
decision  of  the  Council  to  authorise  the  temporary 
appointment  of  such  clerks  as  might  be  necessary 
to  carry  through  the  work  of  registration  in  time 
for  the  election.  Miss  Cox  Davies  moved  that 
the  Report  be  adopted,  and  this  was  agreed. 

Resolution. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  then  moved  the 
following  Resolution,  of  which  she  had  given 
notice  : — 


"  That  the  word  '  certified  '  approved  by  the  Coimcil 
on  February  17th  last,  in  Rule  9  (a)  (New  Rule),  and 
which  has  presumably  by  inadvertence  been  eliminated, 
be  reinstated  between  the  words  *  a  '  and  *  copy  '  in  the 
last  sentence  of  the  Rule,  so  that  nurses  will  not  be 
eligible  for  registration  upon  the  production  of  uncertified 
copies  of  their  certificates." 

Before  speaking  to  the  Resolution,  Mrs.  Fen- 
wick pointed  out  that  the  word  "  Rule  "  in  the 
Resolution  had  been  incorrectly  typed  "  Rules  " 
on  the  Agenda,  and  asked  that  this  might  be 
corrected. 

She  then  said  that  it  would  be  within  the 
memory  of  the  Council  that,  as  passed  on  February 
17th  last,  the  word  "  certified "  was  agreed 
between  "  a  "  and  "  copy  "  making  it  imperative 
that  the  copies  of  certificates  of  second-hand 
entrants  must  have  been  "  certified "  before 
verification. 

This  safeguard  was  inserted  in  the  printed 
reports  of  the  representatives  of  The  British 
Journal  of  Nursing,  The  Nursing  Mirror,  and 
The  Poor-Law  Officers'  Journal,  of  February  24th 
and  25th. 

Why  was  it  omitted  in  the  copy  of  the  Rule 
sent  to  the  Minister  for  signature,  and  by  whom  ? 
The  omission  of  the  word  "  certified  "  made  it 
possible  for  College  members  and  other  second- 
hand entrants  to  register  upon  uncertified  copies 
of  their  certfficates,  whilst  aU  other  candidates 
must  produce  original  certificates,  or  copies  duly 
certified  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Barrister  or 
Solicitor. 

The  Chairman  said  the  press  were  wrong.  A 
typevmtten  copy  of  the  Rule  was  handed  to  him, 
which  bore  marks  which  he  had  made,  and  it  did 
not  contain  the  word  "  certified."  He  was 
prepared  to  swear  to  it. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  not  one  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Press  understood  it  in 
that  way.  If  the  copies  of  the  certificates  were 
not  certified,  then  College  nurses  could  be  placed 
on  the  Register  on  uncertified  copies  of  their 
certificates. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  said  that  every  certificate  had 
been  verified. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  if  the  word 
"  certified  "  was  not  in  the  Resolution,  then  all 
the  reporters  in  the  room  were  incompetent.  It 
was  most  unfair  that  nurses  should  be  placed  on 
the  Register  on  uncertified  copies  of  their  certifi- 
cates. 

She  then  moved  that  in  Rule  9  (A)  the  word 
"  certified  "  be  inserted  before  "  copy." 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  MacCallum,  who 
spoke  from  first-hand  knowledge  of  the  inaccuracy 
of  many  copies  of  certificates  submitted  to  the 
General  Nursing   Council. 

Dr.  Good  all  objected  to  the  Resolution,  and 
said  that  Rule  9  (A)  had  been  thoroughly  discussed 
by  the  Council,  and  that  a  copy  could  not  be 
verified  except  by  going  to  the  original  body. 

The  object  of  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  was  to 
exclude  members  of  the  College  of  Nursing  from 
the  benefits  conferred  by  the  Rule.     If  the  Rule 
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was  altered  now  it  would  have  the  effect  of  nullify- 
ing the  registration  of  those  nurses,  members  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  who  had  been  registered 
under  this  provision. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  repudiated  Dr.  Good- 
all's  accusation  of  ulterior  motives. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  thought  that  if  the 
Council  were  not  satisfied  it  should  not  have 
accepted  the  Rule.  The  Resolution,  as  proposed 
by   Mrs.    Bedford    Fenwick    was    not   sense. 

The  Chairman  supported  Sir  Jenner  Verrall, 
and  thought  that,  if  the  copy  was  certified,  veri- 
fication would  be  unnecessary ;  the  Resolution, 
as  proposed,  was  nonsense. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  considered  it  very 
unjust  to  accept  a  privileged  body  of  nurses  for 
registration  on  uncertified  copies  of  certificates 
and  compel  others  to  produce  and  pay  for  them. 

The  Resolution,  on  being  put  to  the  meeting, 
was  lost. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  justice  should  be 
administered  by  the  Council ;  under  Rule  9  (A) 
this  was  not  done. 

The  press  then  withdrew,  and  applications  for 
registration  were  considered  in  camera. 

NO  AMENDMENT  TO  OMIT  THE  WORD 
"CERTIFIED"  FROM  RULE  9  (A). 

Note    by  the   Representative  of    "The   British 
Journal  of  Nursing  "  present  at  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales  on  February   17th,   1922. 
Re  Rule  9a. 

The  Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  at  its  meeting  on  September 
22nd,  said  that  the  "  Press  was  wrong  "  in  refer- 
ence to  Mrs.  Fen  wick's  statement  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 
the  Nursing  Mirror  and  the  Poor  Law  Officers' 
Journal  all  recorded  in  Rule  9 a  the  word  "  certi- 
fied "  before  "  copy  "  in  relation  to  the  certificate 
of  an  applicant  for  Registration  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Rule. 

I  propose  to  show  that  the  Press  was  not  wrong. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  states  that  the 
Rule  in  which  the  word  "  certified  "  was  omitted 
was  handed  to  him  in  typewriting.  I,  of  course, 
accept  his  statement. 

But  I  absolutely  deny  that  it  was,  or  could  have 
been  handed  to  him  in  that  form  during  the 
meeting  of  the  Council,  for  the  simple  but  incon- 
trovertible reason  that  an  amendment  was  made 
to  the  Rule,  as  proposed  by  Dr.  Goodall,  and  that 
there  was  no  typewriting  machine  in  the  room. 

It  could  not  therefore  have  been  re-typed  and 
handed  to  the  Chairman  before  being  passed  by 
the  Council. 

The  word  "  certified  "  was,  as  Mrs.  Fenwick 
stated,  in  her  Resolution  on  September  22nd, 
eliminated  (presumably  by  inadvertence)  when  the 
Rule  was  subsequently  put  into  form  with  the 
amendment  inserted. 


Rule  9 a. 
As  inserted  on  the  Agenda  for  the  meeting  of 
February  17th  (which  is  before  me)  and  moved  by 
Dr.  Goodall,  Rule  9A  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  last  pre- 
ceding Rule  the  Council  may  accept  in  place  of 
a  certificate  a  copy  of  the  certificate  certified  by 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Barrister,  or  Solicitor,  to  be 
a  true  copy  thereof,  or  where  the  applicant  is  a 
member  of  any  organised  body  of  nurses,  recog- 
nised for  this  purpose  by  the  Council,  a  declaration 
signed  by  the  Secretary  or  other  responsible  officer 
of  that  body  that  on  the  admission  of  the  applicant 
to  membership  the  certificate,  or  a  certified  copy 
thereof,  was  produced  to  that  body." 

An  amendment  was  moved  by  Miss  Cox  Davies, 
and  seconded  by  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills  (i)  to  sub- 
stitute the  words  "  in  these  Rules  "  for  "in  the 
last  preceding  Rule,"  and  (2)  to  insert  the  words 
"  and  was  verified  by  "  before  "  that  body." 

This  was  the  only  amendment. 

The  Rule  was  therefore  carried  in  the  following 
form  : — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  these  Rules  the 
Council  may  accept  in  place  of  a  certificate  a  copy 
of  the  certificate  certified  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Barrister,  or  Solicitor  to  be  a  true  copy  thereof, 
or  where  the  applicant  is  a  member  of  any  organised 
body  of  nurses,  recognised  for  this  purpose  by  the 
Council,  a  declaration  signed  by  the  Secretary  or 
other  responsible  officer  of  that  body  that  on  the 
admission  of  the  applicant  to  membership  the 
certificate  or  a  certified  copy  thereof  was  produced 
to  and  was  verified  by  that  body." 

If  the  word  "  certified  "  was  deleted,  who  moved 
that  this  should  be  done  ?  Perhaps  Dr.  Goodall 
wiU  say. 

Perhaps  also  Miss  Cox  Davies  will  state  whether 
or  not,  as  mover  of  the  amendment,  she  handed 
up  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  an  amended 
typewritten  copy  of  the  Rule  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Council  on  February  17th,  as  the  Chairman  is 
apparently  prepared  to  swear.  Had  she  done  this 
at  the  meeting  on  September  22nd,  the  matter 
could  have  been  cleared  up  at  the  time. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  stated  that  to 
amend  the  Rule  as  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  proposed 
would  make  it  read  nonsense. 

Scottish  people  do  not  usually  write  nonsense. 
The  following  is  the  Scottish  Rule  as  to  accepting 
copies  of  certificates  : — 

General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland 
Rule  21  (a). 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  last  preceding 
Rule,  the  Council  may  accept  in  place  of  a  Certi- 
ficate of  Training  a  copy  of  same  certified  to  be  a 
true  copy  thereof  by  a  Minister  of  Religion, 
Registered  Medical  Practitioner,  or  other  respon- 
sible person,  provided  that  the  Registrar  is  able  to 
verify  the  accuracy  of  the  said  certified  copy  by 
reference  to  the  Hosfntal  Authorities." 

This,  like  Mrs.  Fenwick's  resolution,  appears  to 
be  sound  common  sense,  and  a  reasonable  pre- 
caution.    It  will  be  remembered  that  the  General 
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Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  wrote  to  the  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  strongly  opposing  Rule  qa, 
which  they  pointed  out  would  allow  Scottish 
nurses  to  register  in  England,  and  transfer  their 
Registration  to  Scotland  without  ever  producing 
the  original  training  certificate,  or  even  a  duly 
certified  copy  thereof. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland 
declined  to  pass  any  rule  similar  to  qa,  which  they 
considered  "  forms  a  delegation  of  the  statutory 
duties  of  the  Council  likely  to  lead  to  many 
unnecessary  difficulties." 

The  intention  of  Mrs.  Fenwick's  resolution  was 
(i)  to  get  Rule  qa  recorded  correctly  in  accordance 
with  the  decision  of  the  Council  on  February  1 7th  ; 
and  (2)  in  accordance  with  her  usual  statesmanlike 
outlook  to  secure  equal  treatment  for  all  members 
of  the  nursing  profession,  not  as  Dr.  Goodall 
stated  inaccurately  on  September  22  nd,  to  exclude 
College  of  Nursing  members  as  such. 

The  intention  of  Rule  9A  is,  however,  plain  to 
the  meanest  intelligence,  i.e.,  to  give  preferential 
treatment  to  members  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  both  as  to  obtaining  admission  to  the 
Register  and  with  regard  to  the  forthcoming 
election  of  direct  representatives  of  the  Nursing 
Profession  on  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales. 

There  is  no  demand  for  it  on  the  part  of  other 
organised  bodies  of  nurses,  for  the  single  other 
application,  that  of  the  little  League  of  Royal  Free 
Hospital  Nurses,  can  be  discounted  as  camouflage, 
and  as  negligible  considering  that  so  many  of  its 
members  are  eligible  for  preferential  treatment  as 
members  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 

Rule  QA  is,  in  fact,  frankly  and  simply  regarded 
as  an  electioneering  dodge.  Those  who  are 
acquainted  with  politics,  and  especially  with 
nursing  politics,  as  conducted  in  the  past  by  the 
Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  have  no 
illusions  on  this  score. 

Margaret  Breay, 

Registered .  Nurse. 

<•      nm      m 

THE    REGISTERED    NURSES' 
PARLIAMENTARY  COUNCIL. 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent,  President,  was  in  the 
chair  on  Saturday,  September  30th,  at  the  meeting 
of  the  R.N.P.C,  at  431,  Oxford  Street,  W.  There 
was  a  full  attendance  and  an  earnest  discussion 
on  professional  questions  lasting  for  close  on  three 
hours  proved  the  deep  sense  of  professional  respon- 
sibility of  real  registrationists — an  interest  which 
should,  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  have  a  very 
wholesome  influence  in  professional  affairs.  The 
Council  unanimously  agreed  to  urge  the  Minister 
of  Health  to  sign  the  Syllabus  of  Training  in 
General  Nursing,  unanimously  approved  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  and  decided  that  a 
considered  Statement  should  be  sent  to  Sir  Alfred 
Mond  without  delay.  It  was  agreed  to  forward 
to  the  General  Nursing  Council  an  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  Prescribed  Scheme  for  the  Election 
of|  Registered  Nurses  on  the  Council.  Other 
important  business  was  transacted  which  we  hope 
to  find  space  to  report  next  week. 


THE    HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

Mr.  William  Roper,  of  Ambleside,  West  Hartle- 
pool, has  sent  a  cheque  for  ;^io,ooo  to  The  Times 
to  be  handed  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Hospitals 
of  London  Combined  Appeal.  ;^i8o,ooo  still  needs 
gathering  in  to  complete  the  ;^500,ooo  required  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  Prince's  Flag  Day 
(Friday  this  week)  should  bring  in  a  clear  ^50,000 
to  the  good  cause. 


The  Emergency  Cases  Hospital,  which  did  such 
excellent  work  during  the  war  at  Bar  le  Due  and 
Revigny,  wiU  hold  the  Fourth  Annual  Dinner  on 
October  21st,  at  Gatti's  Restaurant,  Strand,  at 
6.30  p.m.  Tickets  and  all  information  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  A.  H.  Lloyd,  The 
Hut,  Lye  Green,  Cnesham,  Bucks. 


The  Lord  Mayor  of  Bradford  (Mr.  Thomas 
Blythe)  has  received  a  handsome  contribution 
towards  his  appeal  on  behalf  of  local  hospitals  for 
;^33,ooo  to  wipe  off  the  deficits  on  these  under- 
takings. A  cheque  for  ;^5,ooo  was  handed  to  him 
by  Lord  Barnby,  of  Blyth  Hall,  Notts.,  head  of 
Messrs.  Francis  Willey  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  wool  merchants, 
Bradford,  as  a  thank  offering  for  his  recovery 
from  a  recent  operation. 

The  following  letter,  which  accompanied  the 
cheque,  adequately  indicates  Lord  Barnby's 
feelings  : — 

I  have  just  returned  to  Bradford  after  an  enforced 
absence  of  four  months  from  the  effects  of  an  operation. 
During  this  absence  it  was  brought  home  to  me  what 
the  effects  of  good  nursing  meant — which  contributed 
so  largely  to  my  return  in  good  health — and  iu  a  spirit 
of  thankfulness  feel  that  I  should  like  to  extend  a 
helping  hand  to  those  who  are  not  so  well  placed  to 
help  themselves.  As  you  are,  in  virtue  of  your  office. 
President  of  the  three  principal  hospitals  in  the  city, 
I  am  writing  to  ask  if  you  would  do  me  the  favour  to 
accept  the  enclosed  cheque  for  ;^5,ooo,  for  division  as 
follows  : — Bradford  Royal  Infirmary,  ^3,000  ;  Brad- 
ford Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  £1 ,000  ;  Bradford  Children's 
Hospital,  ;^i,oc)0. — With  all  good  wishes,  believe  me 
to  remain,  yours  truly,  Barnby 

The  Lord  Mayor,  in  his  letter  of  thanks  for  the 
magnificent  gift,  said  he  very  highly  appreciated 
it,  and  he  was  sure  the  citizens  would  be  dehghted 
by  such  generosity. 


The  Nursing  Profession  also  appreciates  the 
"  good  nursing  "  of  their  colleagues  and  the  kind 
acknowledgment  of  it  by  Lord  Barnby. 


The  late  Mrs.  Hannah  Tiffany,  of  Roundhay, 
Leeds,  has  bequeathed  ;^30,ooo  to  the  General 
Infirmary,  Leeds. 


The  amount  raised  for  the  funds  of  the  Oldham 
Royal  Infirmary  by  the  recent  jubilee  effort  of 
the  citizens  of  Oldham  and  district  was  ;^7,820, 
after  meeting  all  expenses. 


Hospital  Week  at  Devizes  has  brought  in  neaxly 
;^i,500,  the  Wheel  of  Fortune  realising  over  /515, 
and  great  fun. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE  CORPORATION. 


AFTER    THE    HOLIDAYS. 


Most  of  our  members  have  now  returned  from 
holidays  and  we  hope  that  they  feel  refreshed  and 
able  to  enjoy  the  winter's  work — work  that  will 
often  be  strenuous,  burdensome  and  monotonous 
and  which  cannot  but  prove  hurtful  both  to  mind 
and  body  unless  something  of  the  holiday  spirit  is 
preserved.  We  remember  a  number  of  years  ago, 
sitting  at  a  window  in  St.  Andrews  watching  the 
golfers  as  they  passed  up  from  the  links  by  the  sea. 
All  seemed  to  have  caught  the  zest  and  stimulus 
inseparable  from  a  game  in  that  paradise  of 
golfers,  but  our  attention  was  specially  attracted 
by  a  brisk  old  gentleman  of  some  three  score  years 
and  ten  whose  face  simply  shone  with  joy.  What 
could  have  happened  to  him  to  inspire  such  pure 
unadulterated  happiness  ?  Verily  it  was  a  tonic 
only  to  look  at  him  !  Surely  some  tremendous 
stroke  of  good  luck  had  befallen  him,  and  as  he 
passed  our  window  he  turned  to  his  companion 
and  spoke,  and  then  we  learnt  the  cause  of  aU 
his  bliss — "  I  am  glad  I  won  that  last  hole,"  he 
said.  All  this  delight  because  he  had  won  a 
hole  !  Maybe  he  had  lost  all  the  rest,  but  he 
won  that  last  and  to  him  it  represented  "  the  end 
of  a  perfect  day  "  indeed.  Thinking  of  this  buoy- 
ant old  victor  at  his  last  hole  one  could  not  but 
feel  that,  into  aU  the  affairs  of  life,  he  carried  the 
same  cheery  optimism,  and  there  is  much  in  his 
philosophy  that  we  well  might  imitate. 

Life  is  very  much  an  affair  of  expansion  and 
contraction.  In  the  holiday  time  most  of  us  know 
how  to  let  our  minds  expand  into  every  new 
experience,  into  sport  perhaps,  into  all  the  beauties 
of  nature  and  its  storm  and  its  stress.  But  when 
it  comes  to  work  the  mental  attitude  is  too 
frequently  one  of  contraction.  We  see  only  the 
difficulties  and  the  trials  and,  instead  of  getting  out 
into  and  then  beyond  them,  we  allow  them  to 
experience  themselves  in  us,  to  live  in  us  and  we 
wrap  our  minds  about  them  and  foster  them  so 
that  they  grow  and  multiply,  absorb  all  our 
faculties  because  the  holiday  feeling  is  tucked 
away  and  put  out  of  sight  at  their  approach. 

Many  members  have  been  taking  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  various  movements  in  the  direction 
of  a  deeper  study  of  psychology,  of  the  cultivation 
of  greater  power  over  the  physical  body  through 
thought  control.     We  have  heard  much  of  this 


lately  from  a  member,  who  has  been  making  a  deep 
study  of  the  subject,  and  she  has  many  interesting 
points  to  make  on  the  possibility  of  so  training  the 
mind  that  abnormal  physical  conditions,  worry 
and  nervous  weakness  wiU  become  ills  of  the  past. 
Now,  when  the  holiday  season  is  just  over,  now  is 
the  time  to  commence  putting  such  theories  into 
practice  and  to  keep  the  mind  in  a  state  of  expan- 
sion, refusing  to  allow  it  to  become  too  much 
engrossed  with  the  difficulties  and  problems  of 
work  alone.  Egotism  and  concentration  are  good 
when  properly  used,  but  when  egotism  cannot  get 
beyond  one's  own  personality,  when  you  cannot 
drive  that  egotism  out  into  life  without  keeping 
it  hitched  up  more  or  less  to  your  own  individuality 
it  is  only  evil — evil  at  least  in  Goethe's  sense  when 
he  speaks  of  it  as  "  delayed  good."  A  healthy 
egotism  is  that  which  can  become  an  expansion  of 
one's  personality  into  the  great  movements  going 
on  in  the  world,  into  the  things  that  matter  to  men 
and  women,  into  all  that  concerns  the  animal  and 
plant  kingdoms,  into  the  whole  universe.  It  is 
a  simple  sort  of  psychology  this,  but  it  will  prevent 
introspection  and  that  contraction  that  makes 
work  burdensome  and  helps  to  wear  out  both  body 
and  mind. 


LECTURE. 


"  The  City  Guilds,  Past,  Present  and 
Future." 
On  Saturday,  October  yth.  Major  Rigg,  O.B.E., 
is  to  give  his  lecture  on  the  "  Old  City  Guilds," 
and  we  hope  that  many  of  the  nurses  who  are 
interested  in  the  City  of  London  and  its  history  will 
be  able  to  be  present.  We  shall  be  delighted  also 
to  see  any  friends  whom  they  may  care  to  bring. 
The  lecture  will  commence  at  4.30  p.m.,  and  tea 
will  be  served  in  the  dining  room  at  four  o'clock. 
We  look  forward  to  a  very  interesting  afternoon, 
for  there  is  no  greater  authority  on  the  history 
of  the  old  City  Companies  than  Major  Rigg. 
We  greatly  enjoyed  the  two  lectures  which  he  has 
been  kind  enough  to  give  on    "  Napoleon." 


WEDDING. 

Many  members  will  be  interested  in  the  photo- 
graph of  the  wedding  of  Mr.  Long  to  Miss  Ethel 
Mary  Budd.  The  latter  has  many  friends  in  the 
Association,  and  has  belonged  to  it  almost  from 
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the  day  when  she  left  her  training  school ;  she  has 
taken  a  very  keen  interest  in  her  Association,  and 
we  are  glad  to  know  that  she  intends  to  continue 
her  membership. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Mrs.  Earp,  M. R.B.N. A.,  has  been  appointed  as 
a  Health  Lecturer  in  Wales,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  and  it  gives  us 
great  pleasure  to  know  that  this  important  appoint- 
ment has  been  given  to  a  nurse  and  to  one  so  well 
qualified  to  lecture  on  matters  connected  with 
Health  and  the  Care  of  Children.  Mrs.  Earp  has, 
for  about  five  years,  held  the  post  of  Educational 
Organiser  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  of  Hamp- 
stead,  and  she  has  also  done  a  large  amount  of 
lecturing  work  for  various  important  bodies  in 
London.     She  is  a  Medallist  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 


professional  and  economic  status  in'][the  field  of 
Public  Health  work. 


NOT   FORGOTTEN. 

As  intimated  a  short  time  ago,  the  domestic 
staff  at  the  Club  are  to  entertain  the  blind  soldiers 
of  St.  Dunstans,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  invite 
them  to  come  from  6  to  10  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
October  14th.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive 
the  names  of  nurses  who  wiU  be^^so  kind  as  to  come 
and  help  on  that  occasion. 


GIFTS   FOR  THE  CLUB. 

Mrs.  Hayes  Palmer,  magazines,  fruit  and  vege- 
tables ;  Mrs.  Temple,  flowers  and  sweets ;  Miss 
Hastie,  flowers  and  fruit ;  Miss  Gordon  Wright, 
fruit ;  Misses  Bishop,  Black,  Carter,  Frampton, 
Griffin,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Macdonald,  Mateayama, 

Rowan,  Smith,  Tait, 
Thomson,  and 
Wharton,  flowers ; 
and  Miss  Bishop, 
Devonshire  cream. 


MISS     ETHEL    MARY    BUDD    AND    MR.    LONG,    WEDDINQ     GROUP. 


Institute,  and  was  recently  appointed  as  one  of 
the  lecturers  in  its  special  courses  for  Health 
Visitors. 


Since  our  announcement  of  Mrs.  Earp's  appoint- 
ment went  to  press  we  learn  that  Miss  Florence 
Wise  has  been  appointed  Health  Lecturer  for 
Hampshire  under  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 
Only  the  other  day  we  heard  a  Member  remark 
that  she  knew  no  health  lecturer  who  "  could 
round  off  her  sentences  so  well  as  Miss  Wise,  or 
one  who  was  a  more  dignified  speaker."  In 
addition  to  her  ability  in  the  matter  of  public 
speaking  Miss  Wise  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
more  than  one  branch  of  nursing,  and  has  made 
a  close  study  of  that  connected  with  Public 
Health  work.  Nurses  engaged  in  this  branch  owe 
more  than  they  know  to  Miss  Wise,  who  has  been 
their  champion  in  many  a  fight  to  maintain  their 


DONATIONS. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer 
acknowledges  with 
thanks  the  following 
donations  from  Mem- 
bers of  the  Associa- 
tion : — 

General  Purposes 
Fund.  —  Misses 
Bryson  and  Cutler, 
£-2  los. ;  Miss  Jordan, 
^i  I  OS.  ;  Miss  Grace 
Steuart,  £1  ,  Anon, 
and  Friend,  £1 ;  Miss 
Conway,  los.  6d. ; 
Miss  Bishop,  los.  ; 
Mrs.  Scheider  and 
Miss  Sadleir,  5s.  ; 
Miss  D'Arcy,  2S.  6d. 
*C/m6  Fund. — ^Miss 
Purvis,  ;^i2 ;  Mrs. 
Long,  £-i  14s. ;  Miss 
Cutler,  £2  I  OS. ;  Miss  Nicholson,  £i  ;  Miss  Brodie, 
19s.  6d. ;  Miss  Sawers,  los.  6d. ;  Miss  Vergette, 
5s. ;  Miss  Lamb,  3s.  6d. ;  Miss  Gerrie,  is,  6d. ; 
Miss  Child,  R.R.C.,  is.  6d. 

Settlement  Fund. — Mrs.  Temple,  £25  ;  Mrs. 
Hoadley,  £2  ;  Miss  Conway,  Dr.  Domville  and 
Dr.    McOscar,    los.    6d. 


THE  SCOTTISH    NURSES'  CLUB. 

On  Saturday,  September  30th,  the  Marchioness 
of  Ailsa,  President  of  the  Scottish  Nurses'  Club, 
205,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow,  with  which  we  have 
such  happy  relations,  opened  a  sale  of  work  in 
aid  of  the  extension  furnishing  fund.  Th^house 
next  door  has  been  bought  and  alterations  are 
nearly  completed.  The  official  opening  will  take 
place  this  month. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 


^32 


^be  :©riti0b  Journal  of  IRursinG. 


October  7,   1922 


THE  GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
SCOTLAND. 


Rules  made  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 

Scotland  in  terms  of  paragraph  4  of  the  Schedule 

annexed  to  the  Nurses'  Registration  (Scotland) 

Act,    1919. 


The  First  Election  of  Registered  Nurses. 

1.  The  first  election  shall  take  place  on  the  30th 
day  of  November,  1922,  and  subsequent  elections 
shall  take  place  on  the  last  Thursday  of  November 
in  every  fifth  year  thereafter. 

2.  The  election  shall  be  carried  out  by  postal 
ballot.  The  Council  shall  appoint  the  Registrar 
or  such  other  person  as  they  may  think  fit  as 
Returning  Ofiicer. 

3.  On  or  before  the  ist  day  of  October  in  any 
year  in  which  an  election  takes  place,  the  Registrar 
shall  advertise  once  in  at  least  two  recognised 
journals  circulating  amongst  nurses,  and  in  a 
daily  newspaper  published  in  each  of  the  following 
places,  namely  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen, 
and  Dundee,  stating  that  an  election  is  to  take 
place,  where  nomination  papers  may  be  obtained, 
and  the  date  on  which  nominations  must  be  lodged 
in  his  hands.  The  nomination  paper  shall  be  in 
or  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  the  form  laid  down  in 
Schedule  I  hereto. 

4.  Each  candidate  for  election  must  be  a  person 
registered  as  a  nurse  under  the  Act,  and  must  be 
proposed  by  one  person  so  registered  and  seconded 
by  another  person  so  registered.  No  nomination 
paper  shall  be  valid  unless  signed  by  the  proposer 
and  seconder  and  by  the  nominated  candidate, 
and  received  by  the  Registrar  not  later  than  in 
o'clock  forenoon  on  the  14th  day  of  October  in 
the  year  of  election.  If  by  10  o'clock  forenoon  on 
said  date  no  more  than  nine  valid  nominations 
are  received  by  the  Registrar,  the  Returning 
Officer  shall  declare  the  person  so  nominated  to 
be  duly  elected. 

5.  On  or  before  the  ist  day  of  November  in 
any  year  in  which  the  number  of  valid  nominations 
received  as  aforesaid  exceeds  nine,  the  Registrar 
shall  send  by  post  to  each  person  registered  as 
a  nurse  under  the  Act,  a  voting  paper  in  or  as 
nearly  as  may  be  in  the  form  set  out  in  Schedule 
II  hereto. 

6.  Each  nurse  registered  as  aforesaid  shall 
have  nine  votes,  and  may  use  the  same  or  any 
less  number  of  votes,  but  shall  not  give  more  than 
one  vote  to  each  candidate.  Any  voting  paper 
which  contains  more  than  nine  votes  in  all,  or 
contains  more  than  one  vote  for  any  candidate, 
shall  be  treated  as  a  spoiled  paper  and  rejected 
by  the  Returning  Officer  in  to  to. 

7.  No  voting  paper  shall  be  accepted  which  is 
received  by  the  Registrar  later  than  12  noon  on 
the  last  Thursday  in  November  in  any  year  in 
which  an  election  takes  place.  As  soon  as  possible 
thereafter  the  votes  shall  be  counted  under  the 
direction  of  the  Returning  Officer,  who  shall 
declare  elected   the  nine  candidates  having  the 


largest  number  of  votes.  If  the  number  of  votes 
received  by  any  two  or  more  candidates  are  equal 
and  the  addition  of  a  vote  to  any  one  of  said 
candidates  would  enable  that  candidate  to  be 
declared  elected,  the  Returning  Officer  shall 
decide  by  lot  which  of  the  candidates  shall  be 
elected.  The  result  shall  be  published  by  the 
Returning  Officer  in. the  newspapers  aforesaid,  and 
communicated  to  the  Board. 

8.  If  the  place  of  an  elected  member  of  the 
Council  becomes  vacant  before  the  expiration  of 
such  member's  term  of  office,  whether  by  death, 
resignation,  or  otherwise,  or  in  the  event  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  nominations  of  elected 
members  not  being  made,  the  vacancy  shall  be 
fiUed  by  the  Council.  Any  person  so  appointed 
to  fill  a  casual  vacancy  shall  hold  office  only  until 
the  next  election  of  Members  of  the  Council. 

9.  All  questions  with  regard  to  the  validity  of 
nomination  papers  or  voting  papers,  or  to  other 
matters  connected  with  an  election,  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Returning  Officer  whose 
decision  shall  be  final. 

10.  In  these  Rules  the  following  words  shall 
have  the  meanings  hereto  attached  to  them, 
namely  : — 

"  The  Board  "  means  the  Scottish  Board  of 
Health. 

"  The  Council "  means  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Scotland. 

"  The  Registrar  "  means  the  Registrar  for  the 
time  being  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Scotland. 

"  The  Act "  means  the  Nurses'  Registration 
(Scotland)  Act,  1919- 

SCHEDULE    I. 

GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL    FOR    SCOTLAND. 

Election  of  Members. 

{Dale) 

nomination  papers. 
We    Hereby  Nominate  : — 

{Name  in  full) 

(Address)      

{Professional  Status) 

as  a  member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Scotland. 

{Signature)    ^ 

{Name  in  full)    I  Proposer 

{Registered  Address)    

(Registered  Number) ) 

(signature) ^ 

(Name  in  full)    I  Seconder 

(Registered  A  ddress)   j 

^Registered  Number) J 

*I  hereby  consent  to  be  nominated  as  a  Member  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland. 

(Signature) 

My  Registered  Number  is 

(♦Proposer  must  obtain  the  Signature  of  Nominated 
Candidate  to  this  declaration.) 

Notes. 

I. — Person   nominated  may   be   of   either  sex,   but 
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must  be  registered  in  at  least  one  part  of  the  Register 
kept  by  the  Council. 

2. — If  a  member  wishes  to  nominate  more  than  one 
Candidate  a  separate  Nomination  Paper  must  be  used 
for  each. 

3. — Nomination  Papers  must  be  sent  to  the  Registrar, 
General  Nursing  CouncU  for  Scotland,  13,  Melville 
Street,  Edinburgh,  in  a  sealed  envelope  marked 
"  Election,"    and    must    reach    him    not    later    than 


APPOINTMENTS. 


4. — This  is  not  a  Voting  Paper.  Voting  Papers  will 
be  sent  out  after  nominations  have  been  received. 

SCHEDULE    II. 
GENERAL    NURSINQ    COUNCIL    FOR    SCOTLAND. 
Voting  Paper  for  Election  of  Members. 

{Date) 

The  following  Candidates  have  been  duly  proposed 
and  seconded  for  election.     You  have  nine  votes,  and 
may  use  that  or  any  smaller  number  of  votes,  but  may 
not  give  more  than  one  vote  to  any  one  Candidate. 
To  Vote: — 

(i)  Make  a  cross  ("  X  ")  in  the  space  opposite  the 
name  of  each  Candidate  for  whom  you  wish  to  vote. 

(2)  Sign  your  name  at  the  place  marked. 

(3)  Give  your  full  name. 

(4)  Give  your  permanent  address  as  in  the  Register. 

(5)  Give  your  Registered  Number. 

(6)  Post  the  Voting  Paper  to  the  Registrar,  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Scotland,  to  reach  him  not  later 
than 

No  other  communication  must  be  enclosed  with  the 
Voting  Paper. 

If  the  above  directions  are  not  carried  out,  your 
Voting  Paper  is  rendered  invalid,  and  your  Votes  will 
not  be  counted. 


MATRON. 

Qrosvenor  Hospital  for  Women,  Vincent  Square, 
Westminster. — Miss  E.  Eraser  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital, 
Paddington,  and  has  held  the  following  positions  there  : 
Ward  Sister,  Theatre  Sister,  and  Assistant  Matron, 
Miss  E.  Eraser  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

Gloucestershire  Tuberculosis  Institution,  Standisii 
House,  near  Stonehouse. — Miss  M.  Emerson  has  been 
appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  London 
Hospital,  and  has  been  Matron  of  Thorpe  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  of  Fellside  Sanatorium,  Hexham. 

County    Mental     Hospital,    Narborough,    Leicester. — 

Miss  Ruby  E.  Watson  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  E.C., 
and  at  the  Kent  Mental  Hospital,  Chartham.  Miss 
Watson  has  held  appointments  at  the  Norfolk  War 
Hospital,  Norwdch,  and  at  the  Kent  Mental  Hospital. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE    INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Augusta  Bennett  is  appointed  to  Bembridge ; 
Miss  Ada  Berryman  to  Tunbridge  Wells  ;  Miss  Ethel 
Brammer  to  Woolwich  ;  Miss  Lellen  Butler  to  Barns- 
ley  ;  Miss  Ohve  E.  Cladingbowl  to  Brigg ;  Miss  Ethel 
Cole  to  Coalville  ;  Miss  Ellen  M.  Gaule  to  Lancaster ; 
Miss  Mary  F.  Geraghty  to  Droylsden ;  Miss  Martha 
Groom  to  Wetherby ;  Miss  Nellie  M.  Malyon  to  Durham ; 
Miss  Eva  Oldroyd  to  Worsborough  Dale  ;  Miss  Barbara 
A.  Pirie  to  Sittingbourne ;  Miss  Mary  A.  Poole  to 
Oxford ;  Miss  Helene  M.  Schoyen  to  Shoreditch ; 
Miss  Annie  Sweeney  to  Withnell ;  Miss  Florence  Wells 
to  Wetherby ;    Miss  Edith  WilUams  to  Guildford. 


Signature  of  Voter. 
Names  in  full 
Registered  Address. 
Registered  Number. 


RESIGNATIONS. 

Miss  Rachel  A.  Cox-Davies,  R.R.C.,  has,  we  are  in- 
formed, resigned  the  appointment  of  Matron  of  the 
Royal  Free  Hospital,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  London,  and  will 
leave  the  hospital  after  Christmas. 


HANDSOME     BEQUEST    TO    A    NURSE. 

Bequests  of  ;^6,ooo  and  a  leasehold  house  in 
Baron's  Court  to  his  nurse.  Miss  Patricia  Toomey, 
and  ;^3,ooo  to  her  sister,  Mrs.  C.  Smith,  were  a 
feature  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Charles  Jewell,  of  "  Bella- 
vista,"  Silverdale  Road,  Eastbourne,  who  died  on 
August  3rd. 

THE    PASSING     BELL. 

Miss  Jeannie  Brown,  who  was  trained  at  MonsaU 
Fever  Hospital  and  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Preston,  and 
was  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital, 
Reading,  was  taken  suddenly  ill  while  on  hohday  in 
the  North  of  Scotland,  and  died  on  September  20th. 
A  memorial  service  was  held  in  the  Hospital  Chapel, 
Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  on  Saturday,  September 
23rd.  Miss  Brown,  who  was  respected  and  beloved, 
will  be  very  greatly  missed  by  her  fellow  workers  at 
the  hospital  and  by  her  many  friends. 


Miss  I.  H.  Myles,  Superintendent  Nurse  of  the  Poor 
Law  Infirmary,  Brighton,  has  resigned  her  appointment 
after  many  years'  service.  The  Guardians  have  granted 
her  a  small  superannuation  allowance  of  /50.  Miss 
Myles  contracted  out  of  the  Superannuation  Act  of 
1896.  After  years  of  arduous  work,  especially  during 
the  war,  the  pension  appears  very  inadequate,  but  the 
Guardians  have  had  to  proceed  under  the  Act  of  1864. 
The  Brighton  charge  has  always  been  a  very  strenuous 
one,  and  we  hope  Miss  Myles  will  enjoy  many  years  of 
well-deserved  rest. 


Miss  Burford,  who  has  been  Matron  of  the  Worthing 
Hospital,  has  resigned  after  27  years'  devoted  service, 
but  has  signified  her  intention  to  stay  on  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  the  Committee  until  the  new  wing,  now 
under  construction,  is  opened.  At  a  recent  meeting 
the  Chairman  said  Miss  Burford's  work  had  been  of 
a  most  devoted  kind,  and  a  pension  of  £j8  a  year  was 
voted  to  her 

Dr.  Frank  Hinds,  one  of  the  senior  medical  officers, 
said  it  was  impossible  to  value  Miss  Burford's  assistance 
too  highly,  because  of  her  great  professional  skill  and 
loyalty. 
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PRESENTATION. 

A  ceremony  of  a  very  pleasing  character  took  place 
recently  at  the  Burton  Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  Staff  met  to  show  their  appreciation  of  the  retiring 
Matron  (Miss  K.  Boyes),  who  is  leaving  to  take  up 
similar  duties  at  East  Ham.  Dinner  was  served  at 
7.30  p.m.,  after  which  the  Matron  was  called  upon  to 
accept  the  beautiful  presents  given  by  the  following  : 
Nursing  StafE — rSisters,  silver  egg  cruet  and  silver  butter 
dish  and  knife  ;  Nurses,  silver  cake  basket  and  knife  ; 
Domestics,  silver-mounted  Doulton  biscuit  barrel 
Female  patients  in  Sanatorium,  combination  ink- 
stand. Miss  Boyes  replied  in  very  appropriate  terms, 
thanking  all  who  had  thought  so  kindly  of  her  on  her 
leaving  the  hospital,  and  speaking  in  glowing  terms 
of  the  loyal  assistance  rendered  by  all  during  her  term 
of  office  as  Matron.  The  Matron  then  asked  Sister 
WilUams  (Senior  Sister)  to  accept  a  valuable  tea 
service,  remarking  that,  knowing  as  she  did  her  little 
weakness  for  an  afternoon  cup  of  tea,  she  hoped  she 
would  live  long  to  enjoy  it.  It  was  largely  due  to  her 
help  and  loyalty,  she  added,  that  the  Hospital  had 
been  brought  up  to  its  present  standard.  Sister 
WilUams  suitably  responded,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  evening  was  spent  in  dancing  and  other  amusements. 
The  highly  enjoyable  evening  concluded  with  musical 
honours  for  the  Matron  and  the  singing  of  "  Auld 
Lang  Syne." 

LEGAL    MATTERS. 

"  Looking  Respectable." 

At  Westminster  Police  Court,  on  September  27th, 
a  w^oman  giving  the  name  of  Evelyn  Robinson  and 
an  address  at  Charlwood  Street, .  Pimlico,  S.W., 
was  charged  on  remand  with  stealing  a  dressing- 
case  and  property  to  the  value  of  ;^45  from  the 
Regent  Palace  Hotel,  Piccadilly,  W.,  and  further 
with  collecting  subscriptions  without  a  police 
permit. 

A  porter  from  the  hotel  gave  evidence  that  the 
accused,  dressed  as  a  nurse  and  wearing  war 
medals,  called  at  the  hotel  one  evening  in  February 
last,  saying  that  her  motor-car  was  round  the 
corner,  and  made  a  statement  on  which  she  was 
allowed  to  take  away  luggage  which  was  subse- 
quently found  to  belong  to  another  person. 

Evidence  was  given  by  a  policewoman  that  a 
fortnight  previously  the  accused  was  seen  at 
Kennington  Oval  with  a  collecting-box  issued 
to  her  some  weeks  previoiisly  on  behalf  of  the 
Combined  Appeal  for  the  London  Hospitals,  at 
the  offices,  19,  Berkeley  Street,  W. 

A  member  of  the  organising  staff,  Mr.  S.  Wert- 
heim,  said  that  if  people  "  looked  respectable  " 
they  were  allowed  to  have  a  box  for  private  collec- 
tion. They  were  not  allowed  to  collect  in  public 
without  a  police  permit.  The  accused  gave  a 
false  address  when  she  had  the  box,  which  had 
never  been  returned,  and  no  money  had  been 
accounted  for. 

Evidence  was  given  that  the  accused  had  col- 
lected money  at  the  Heme  Hill  racing-track,  as 
well  as  at  Streatham,  and  Mr.  Flackwell,  oilman, 
of  Tackbrook  Street,  Streatham,  deposed  that  for 
months  he  had  been  changing  coppers  into  silver  for 
her.     She  brought  them  done  up  in  5s,  packets. 

The  accused  was  remanded. 


BOOK    OF    THE    WEEK. 


"THE    JUDGE."* 

There  can  be  no  two  opinions  as  to  the  arresting 
quality  of  Mrs.  West's  literary  gifts.  In  "  The 
Judge,"  we  have  a  novel  that  is  remarkable,  both 
in  style  and  conception,  but  we  cannot  with  truth 
add  that  it  is  in  any  way  agreeable. 

Of  the  several  characters  that  are  introduced 
there  is  not  one  but  conveys  a  disturbing  element, 
and  in  the  central  figure  of  Marion  Yaverland  this 
element  amounts  to  a  sense  of  uncanny  horror. 
The  fascination  of  the  book  is  repellent  rather  than 
attractive.  The  most  pleasing  portion  is  found 
in  its  earlier  descriptions  of  the  little  Scotch  typist, 
Ellen  Melville,  of  the  firm  of  Mr.  Mactavish  James, 
Writer  to  the  Signet.  The  story  is  of  the  period 
of  the  Suffrage  movement,  and  little  Ellen  was  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  cause. 

Ellen  was  crying  in  the  office  because  nothing 
ever  happened  to  her,  and  she  confides  her  trouble 
to  Mr.  Philip,  the  partner. 

"  Och,  I  often  feel  like  this,"  said  Mr.  Philip  ; 
"  I  just  take  a  week-end  off  at  a  hydro." 

"  A  hydro  !"  snorted  EUen  ;  "  it's  something 
more  like  a  French  revolution  I'm  wanting — some- 
thing grand  and  coloured." 

The  tears  she  was  too  proud  to  wipe  away  made 
her  look  like  a  fierce  baby. 

She  was  an  excellent  shorthand-typist,  but  she 
vexed  the  decent  gray  of  the  office  by  her  vividness. 
One  had  to  watch  her.  Even  now,  instead  of 
registering  disapproval  at  her  moodiness,  he  was 
looking  at  her  red  hair  and  thinking  how  it  radiated 
flame  through  the  twilight  of  her  dark  corner. 
It  was  strange,  for  Mr.  Philip  had  never  liked  her 
very   much. 

That  evening  Richard  Yaverland  called  at  the 
office  and  he  at  once  fired  little  Ellen's  imagination. 
His  was  an  arresting  personality  and  she  was 
fascinated  by  his  talk  of  travel  in  other  lands. 

"  O  !  to  be  like  that  man  from  Rio.  It  was  his 
splendid  fate  to  be  made  tall  and  royal.  And  if 
he  fell  in  love  with  a  beautiful  woman,  he  would 
do  splendid  things  for  her  sake.  O  !  he  was  too 
grand  to  be  known,  of  course,  but  it  was  a  joy  to 
think  of  him."  Beautiful,  red-haired,  little  Ellen 
was  yet  to  know  the  joy  of  this  splendid  hero  of 
her's,  choosing  her  for  his  own. 

Time  and  again  Ellen  came  near  to  wrecking 
their  happiness  by  her  young  crudeness,  but  their 
love  survived  for  a  time. 

Richard  teUs  her  something  of  the  mystery  of 
his  birth.  "  My  father  and  mother  weren't 
married  to  each  other,"  he  mumbled. 

"  Yes,  I  understand,"  she  said  indignantly,  and 
after  a  moment's  silence  remarked  conversation- 
ally, "  Oh,  Richard,  when  you  were  wee  did  the 
others  twit  you  with  it  ?  " 

"  When  they  did,  I  hammered  them.  But  it 
was  awful  for  my  mother." 

"  Ah,  poor  thing,"  she  murmured  ;    "  isn't  it  a 

*  By  Rebecca  West.     London  :    Hutchinson. 
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shame  !  Mrs.  Ormiston  is  always  very  strong  on 
the  unmarried  mother  in  her  speeches." 

Richard  adored  his  mother,  and  he  had  a  sudden 
furious  vision  of  how  ghbly  these  women  would 
have  talked  of  her  case  and  of  how  utterly  incapable 
they  would  have  been  to  conceive  its  tragedy. 

He  said  with  some  exasperation,  "  I'm  not 
talking  of  the  unmarried  mother.  I  am  talking  of 
my  mother  who  was  not  married  to  my  father." 
He  dragged  it  out  of  himself.  "  She  was  very, 
very  young.  My  father  was  the  Squire  of  the  Essex 
village  that  is  our  home."  It  was  useless.  He 
could  not  tell  her  of  that  tragedy.  How  black  a 
tragedy  it  was.  How  it  existing,  he  could  be  so 
crass  as  to  eat  and  drink  and  be  merry  with  love. 

After  the  death  of  EUen's  mother  she  goes  on 
a  visit  to  Richard's  Essex  home,  where  lived  his 
mother,  the  subject  of  as  terrible  a  history  as 
could  well  be  imagined. 

She  was  the  mother  of  two  sons,  her  adored  and 
adoring  Richard,  the  child  of  the  man  who  had 
betrayed  and  left  her,  and  Roger,  the  son  of  the 
Squire's  butler,  Peacey,  whom,  deserted  and 
frightened,  the  girl  in  her  trouble  had  been  per- 
suaded to  marry  for  the  shelter  of  his  name.  This 
same  Roger  was  a  weakling,  amiable  and  foolish, 
from  whom  his  mother  continually  strove  to 
conceal  her  aversion.  Peacey  had  long  since  left 
his  wife,  and  at  the  time  of  the  story  she  is  living 
in  affluence  on  the  generous  sum  left  to  her  by  the 
Squire  at  his  death. 

Marion,  surrounded  as  she  was  by  comfort  and 
refinement,  and  by  Richard's  devotion,  was  never- 
theless a  tormented  soul,  who  knew  neither  rest 
nor  peace. 

One  pauses  to  wonder  why  a  writer  of  such 
undoubted  genius  should  have  concentrated  on 
creating  such  unpleasing  characters — fantastic  and 
morbid,  and  neither  forceful  nor  virile. 

The  wild,  inartistic  climax  leaves  one  with  a 
sense  of  disgust.  One  thinks  regretfully  of  the 
charming  promise  of  the  earlier  chapters  and  what 
the  romance  of  delightful  little  Ellen  and  Richard 
•  might  have  been  had  not  Mrs.  West  given  herself 
up  to  destroying  their  happiness  in  such  an 
unnecessary  manner.  H.  H. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

October  6th. — General  Nursing  Council  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  GDnference  with  representatives 
of  the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions.  12  noon. 
Special  Meeting,   2.30  p.m. 

October  yth. — Meeting  of  Matrons  of  Infectious 
Hospitals  to  discuss  forming  a  Fever  Nurses' 
Section  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary 
Council.  South-Western  Fever  Hospital,  Stock- 
well,  S.W.     3  p.m. 

October  yth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Lecture  by  Major 
Rigg,  O.B.E.,  on  "  London's  Guilds,  Past,  Present 
and  Future."     4.15  p.m. 

October  14th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  "  Not  Forgotten." 
The  Domestic  Staff  will  entertain  the  Gentlemen 
from  St.  Dunstan's.     6  to  10  p.m. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letters  of  some  length  have  been  held  over  for 
want  of  space. 

A  Real  Grievance. 

New  Pro. — "  I  agree  with  every  word  of  '  Hard 
Worker.'  There  is  no  doubt  bad  food,  or  at  least, 
ill-cooked,  unappetising  food,  is  a  potent  factor 
in  hospital  discontent.  I  was  listening  to  a 
doctor's  lecture  the  other  day  on  '  the  psychology 
of  food.'  Admirable.  It  made  our  mouths 
water.  He  talked  about  the  stimulus  to  digestion 
of  gazing  on  and  then  cooling  the  guUet  with 
salmon-pink  iced  cantaloup.  Yum  !  Yum  !  Com- 
pare it  with  the  semi-cold  dollop  of  suet  pudding, 
the  sulky  appearance  of  which  dries  up  all  desire 
to  swallow  anything.  Digestion  must  be  tempted 
by  suggestion,  by  vision,  if  it  is  to  '  play  up.' 
After  nourishment  one  feels  good,  pleasant. 
Indigestion  is  the  basis  of  most  of  the  unhappiness 
on  earth,  as  it  provokes  bad  blood.  The  sooner 
the  Matrons  get  together  and  own  hospital  dietary 
is  not  up  to  a  scientific  standard  the  better. 
The  dietitian's  section  should  take  front  rank  in  a 
State  Examination." 

Member  College  of  Nursing. — "  Can  you  tell  me 
if  it  is  right  that  nurses  may  not  nominate  Matrons 
for  election  to  the  new  General  Nursing  Council  ? 
We  were  told  so  by  a  Matron  at  a  meeting.  As 
far  as  I  can  gather  from  the  Act  and  Prescribed 
Scheme  proposed  by  the  G.N.C.,  any  Registered 
Nurse  may  nominate  any  other — whatever  position 
she  holds  in  the  profession.  This  surely  is  the 
only  fair  and  liberal  method." 

[Our  correspondent  is  quite  right.  Every 
Registered  Nurse  may  nominate  if  she  chooses 
eleven  others  to  be  elected  by  nurses  on  the  General 
Part  of  the  Register — six  Matrons  and  five  nurses. 
As  soon  as  the  Council  has  considered  recommen- 
dations from  the  Minister  of  Health,  and  he  has 
agreed  to  the  Prescribed  Scheme  for  the  election,  it 
wiU  no  doubt  be  widely  advertised,  as  the  Scottish 
Scheme  is  being  advertised.  There  is  no  time  to 
be  lost,  as  the  election  must  take  place  in  Novem- 
ber.— ^Ed.]  .. 

PLEASE    NOTE. 

The  Registrar  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  will  be  grateful  if  all 
Registered  Nurses  will  quote  the  number  of  their 
Registration  Certificates,  and  state  if  they  are 
on  the  General  or  Supplementary  Register  when 
sending  in  the  retention  fee  of  2s,  6d. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

October  14th. — Wliat  are  the  causes,  symptoms 
and  treatment  of  surgical  shock  ? 

October  21st. — Describe  the  preparation  of  the 
patient,  after  treatment,  and  nursing  of  a  case 
of  Haemorrhoids. 
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The   Midwife. 


THE    FUTURE    OF   HOSPITALS. 


Mr.  H.  J.  Waring,  M.S.  (Lond.),  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
Surgeon  to  St,  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  who  de- 
livered the  Annual  Oration  (1922)  before  the 
Medical  Society  of  London,  took  for  his  subject 
"  Some  Suggestions  on  the  Future  of  Hospitals," 
which  was  printed  in  full  in  the  Lancet.  He 
states  that : — 

"  It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  the  medical 
treatment  of  patients  in  hospitals  should  be  of  the 
same  high  level  or  standard  for  all,  rich  or  poor,  and 
that  in  the  past  it  has  been  difficult  or  often  im- 
possible for  the  opulent,  and  especially  the  middle 
classes,  to  obtain  that  standard  of  prompt  atten- 
tion and  treatment  which  is  open  to  the  necessitous 
poor." 

He  is  of  opinion  that  accommodation  for  the 
middle  classes  who  can  pay  for  ordinary  hospital 
accommodation  and  maintenance,  and  moderate 
fees  for  treatment,  and  for  the  rich  upper  classes 
who  can  pay  for  better  accommodation  and 
maintenance  and  ordinary  fees  for  treatment,  and 
putting  at  their  disposal  the  benefits  of  certain 
special  departments  of  a  general  hospital,  such  as 
pathology,  electro-therapeutics,  &c.,  can  only  be 
satisfactorily  carried  out  by  building  a  new 
department  or  hospital  block  in  the  grounds  of  the 
charitable  hospital  or  on  land  immediately  ad- 
jacent, and  in  direct  connection  with  the  parent 
institution. 

He  has  had  prepared  the  plans  of  such  a  charitable 
hospital,  or  public  medical  institution,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  would  provide  hospital  requirements 
for  all  classes  of  the  community. 

Of  special  interest  are  Mr.  Waring's  remarks  as 
to  the  provision  of  gynaecological  and  maternity 
wards,  to  which  one  floor  is  devoted.  He  writes  : — 
"  There  is  a  great  lack  in  this  country  of  hospital 
accommodation  for  upper-class  maternity  cases. 
This  plan  provides  accommodation  for  seven 
patients,  one  room  having  two  beds.  A  labour 
theatre,  a  waiting  room,  and  a  lavatory  containing 
a  bath  for  each  baby  are  also  provided.  On  the 
other  side  is  accommodation  for  gynaecological 
patients,  with  clinical  laboratory,  kitchen,  and 
nurses'  room.  ... 

"  The  advantages  provided  by  the  establishment 
of  a  paying  department  of  the  kind  mentioned 
would,  I  think,  be  most  appreciated  in  connection 
with  maternity  and  surgery.  There  is  a  lamentable 
lack  of  satisfactory  accommodation  for  maternity 
patients  in  this  country ;  I  am  informed  that  at 
present  the  mortality  in  connection  with  maternity 
is  little  different  from  that  which  obtained  in  the 
pre-aseptic  days.  This  is  a  very  serious  reflection 
on  our  methods.  Governmental  and  departmental 
measures  appear  to  be  much  to  blame  for  our  very 
limited  and  inferior  accommodation  in  this  respect ; 


our  Government  seems  to  be  much  more  interested 
in,  and  devotes  more  time  and  money  to  the  con- 
sideration of,  the  survival  and  preservation  of  the 
unfit,  than  that  of  the  fit ;  in  other  words,  the 
10  per  cent,  of  the  population  which  represents  the 
unfit  receive  almost  everything,  and  the  90  per  cent, 
of  potentially  fit  practically  nothing.  A  short  time 
ago  I  had  occasion  to  inspect  a  public  mental 
hospital  recently  built  and  equipped  at  the  public 
expense  ;  as  regards  arrangement  and  equipment, 
I  do  not  think  any  public  hospital  for  medical, 
surgical,  or  obstetrical  patients  in  this  country  can 
favourably  compare  with  this  particular  hospital. 

Maternity  Accommodation. 

Most  of  our  charity  general  hospitals,  and 
especially  those  which  have  medical  schools 
attached,  are  lamentably  deficient  in  accommo- 
dation for  maternity  patients.  The  fact  that 
medical  students  are  stiU  expected  to  learn 
practical  obstetrics  by  attending  women  in  their 
confinements  at  their  homes,  helps,  I  think,  to 
perpetuate  what  ought  to  be  an  obsolete  system. 
If  our  Ministry  of  Health  would  recognise  this  fact 
and  provide  properly  equipped  maternity  homes 
with  weU-trained  personnel,  they  would  confer 
on  the  community  at  large  a  much  greater  benefit 
than  by  continually  appointing  special  departments 
to  investigate  or  deal  with  one  particular  disease." 


REGISTRATION    OF    BIRTHS. 


The  Registrar-General  announces  that,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  he  has 
revoked  the  regulation  which  has  hitherto  pro- 
hibited the  registration  of  a  birth  after  the  lapse 
of  seven  years. 

Application  for  late  registration  of  birth  may 
therefore,  now  be  made  without  any  limit  of  time. 
Applicants  are,  however,  reminded  that  the 
Registrar-General  will  be  unable  to  authorise 
registration  unless  sufficient  evidence  is  produced 
to  satisfy  him  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  parti- 
culars to  be  registered,  It  should  also  be  pointed 
out  that  the  change  in  no  way  affects  the  liability 
of  parents  and  other  qualified  informants  to 
register  a  birth  within  forty-two  days  of  its 
occurrence  on  pain  of  a  penalty  of  40s, 

Application  for  late  registration  should  in  all 
cases  be  made  to  the  local  Registrar  of  Births  and 
Deaths.     A  statutory  fee  of  los.  is  payable. 


WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

"  The  highest  loyalty  to  which  men  can  subject 
themselves  is  loyalty  to  truth,  no  matter  how 
discouraging  the  truth  may  be.  But  if  the  truth 
may  blaze  the  way  to  our  highest  aspirations, 
how  early  should  we  seize  it  and  spread  it." 
Dr.  John  R,  Haynes. 
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EDITORIAL. 

"WELL  AND  TRULY  LAID  " 

Everyone  knows  that  if  a  building-  is  to 
be  beautiful  ajid  enduring-,  its  foundations 
must  be  ' '  well  and  truly  laid  ' ' ;  and  as  with 
building^s,  so  with  human  being-s.  A  supremely 
important  time  in  the  life  of  an  individual  is 
his  or  her  school  life,  those  early  years  when 
mind  and  body  are  growing-  quickly ;  if  the 
health  is  to  be  conserved  in  after  life,  both 
must  be  carefully  tended  during^  childhood  and 
adolescence.  We  may  gfo  further  back,  indeed, 
to  the  medical  supervision  of  the  pre-school 
child,  the  care  of  the  infant,  the  care  of  the 
mother  when  carrying-  her  unborn  child,  the 
mating-  of  healthy  parents;  but  at  the  present 
moment  we  dtesire  to  emphasise  the  improve- 
ment whichi  has  of  recent  years  taken  place  in 
the  health  of  school  children  owing-  to  the 
attention  it  now  receives  from  medical  practi- 
tioners and  trained  nurses  during-  school  life. 

In  his  annual  report  for  1921,  entitled  "  The 
Health  of  the  School  Child,"  Sir  Georg-e  New- 
man,  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Board  of 
Edux^tion,  makes  the  following-  statement  : — 

"  The  school  medical  service  has  unveiled 
the  physical  condition  of  the  children  of  the 
nation.  It  has  shown  the  kind  of  physical  im- 
pairment from  which  they  suffer,  its  deg^ree, 
its  scope,  and  its  disability.  It  has  thrown 
lig-ht  on  the  causes  of  such  impairment  and  the 
means  by  which  they  may  be  avoided  or  re- 
moved. In  a  word,  it  has  defined  the  problem 
and  proved  the  facts.  Many  potent  causes  of 
social  and  physical  inefficiency  have  been  made 
manifest.  Of  course,  the  majority  of  the 
nation's  children  are,  happily,  sound  in  limb 
and  lung-.  We  should  be  in  a  parlous  state 
if  it  were  not  so.  It  is  the  ag:e  period  of  life 
when  the  death-rate  is  lowest.  But  it  is  my 
duty  to  say  that  the  experience  of  fifteen  years 
of  the  school  medical  service  has  proved  beyond 
all  question  that  the  physical  and  mental  im- 
pairment of  children  of  school  agfe  is  wide  in 


distribution  and  serious  in  its  effect  on  the 
national  education,  health,  and  capacity. 
Dental  caries,  defective  vision,  and  mental 
retardation — excluding-  all  other  forms  of  defect 
— are  each  a  problem  of  considerable  magni- 
tude. 

"Secondly,  the  school  medical  service  has 
provided  remedy  or  cure  for  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  children. 

"In  this  way,  in  sum  total,  a  vast  mass  of 
disease  has  been  stopped,  and  is  being-  stopped 
every  year.  Indirectly,  also,  the  practice  of 
school  hygiene  has  provided  most  effective  pre- 
vention of  the  causes  of  disease  in  the  im- 
proved lig-hting-,  ventilation,  seating^,  and 
sanitation  of  schools.  The  provision  of  school 
meals  and  of  physical  trainings  are  also  im- 
portant factors  in  this  direction.  If  half  a 
million  children  are  treated  every  year  (who, 
before,  were  larg-ely  neg-lected),  and  their 
various  defects  and  diseases  thus  far  remedied, 
it  is  obvious  that  a  vast  mass  of  subsequent 
disablement,  sickness,  and  mortality  is  pre- 
vented. 

Two  other  obvious  chang-es  have  occurred. 
The  school  itself,  in  all  its  g-rades,  and  the 
home  have  been  affected  by  the  school  medical 
service.  The  class-room,  its  lig-htingf,  ventila- 
tion and  equipment,  the  very  methods  of 
education  practised  in  it,  have  undergfone  con- 
siderable chang-es.  The  posture  of  the  children, 
the  cleanliness  of  their  heads  and  bodies,  their 
clothing-,  the  letterpress  of  the  books  they  read, 
are  all  in  steady  process  of  improvement,  in 
part  because  of  a  more  enlig-htened  under- 
standing- of  the  meaning-  of  health.  Nor  are 
the  parents  and  homes  of  the  children  un- 
affected. On  all  sides  the  evidence  is  clear  and 
indisputable  that  there  is  an  increased  and  more 
intelligent  sense  of  parental  responsibility  in 
reg-ard  to  the  importance  of  the  health  of 
children." 

While  much  still  remains  to  be  done,  we 
ag^ree  with  Sir  Georgfe  Newman's  conclusion 
that  the  "  record  of  adivance  in  the  physical 
care  of  the  school  child  sinc^  1908  is  one  which 
is  full  of  achievement  and  full  of  encouragfe- 
ment." 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

Friends  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  Sisters 
Bellamy  and  Dumvill,  of  the  R.N.S.,  who 
are  nursings  at  the  ist  Military  Hospital, 
Athens,  are  continuing^  to  care  for  the  influx 
of  wounded  from  Asia  Minor.  Naturally  they 
regret  the  departure  of  Queen  Sophie,  who  has 
treated  them  during"  their  work  in  Greece  with 
the  utmost  kindness  and  hospitality. 

Both  Sisters  helped  to  nurse  the  new  Queen 
Elizabeth  through  her  very  serious  illness. 

The  Marquis  Curzon,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  has  kindly  communicated  with 
His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Athens,  so  that  the 
Sisters  are  undfer  his  protection. 

On  Sunday,  the  15th  inst.,  at  3  p.m..  Miss 
Maud  Hallam  is  to  address  Nurses  at  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate, 
on  "  The  Power  of  the  Mind  over  the  Body." 
Miss  Hallam  is  known  to  a  number  of  Nurses 
who  have  helped  to  swell  the  large  audiences 
who  have  gathered  in  several  London  halls  to 
listen  to  this  famous  American  psychologist, 
whose  teaching  they  find  so  helpful.  Those 
who  came  to  the  Club  last  Saturday  had  an 
unexpected  pleasure  when  Miss  Hallam  arrived 
for  Major  Rigg's  lecture  on  the  "  Old  City 
Guilds,"  and  then  spent  the  evening  at  Queen's 
Gate.  In  the  drawing-room,  later,  the  nurses 
agreed  that  they  had  never  hkd  a  more  charm- 
ing guest  than  this  g^ifted  lady  from  across 
"  the  herring  pond." 


The  Ecclesall  (Sheffield)  Guardians  have 
experienced  a  good  deal  of  trouble  lately  on 
account  of  their  probationer  nurses  leaving 
after  only  a  few  weeks'  service.  Mr.  James 
Blossom,  a  member  of  the  Board,  says  the 
main  causes  are  the  strictness  of  discipline  and 
hardness  of  the  work.  Instead  of  the  high 
school  and  secondary  school  type  of  girl  who 
used  to  present  herself  for  the  work  before  the 
war,  they  only  got  the  domestic  servant  type 
to-day,  and  they  came  to  the  institution  with 
a  totally  wTong  conception  of  nurses'  work. 
They  imagined  that  a  nurse's  duties  simply 
consisted  of  wearing  a  "  taking  "  garb,  walk- 
ing about  the  wards,  and  perhaps  making  tea. 

No  doubt  there  is  some  truth  in  Mr. 
Blossom's  statement.  There  is  only  one  cure. 
The  theoretical  and  practical  training  in  Nurs- 
ing Schools  must  be  worthy  of  educated  girls, 
or  the  Guardians  must  be  content  with  women 
of  lower  attainments.  Let  Boards  of  well- 
equipped  infirmaries  urge  on  the  Minisrt:er  of 
Health  the  necessity  of  enforcing  an  efficient 
curriculum,    so   as   to  encourage  high-minded 


girls  to  adopt  nursing  as  worthy  of  a  life's 
work.  The  reciprocity  cannot  be  "  all  on  one 
side"!  

The  Bethnal  Green  Guardians  recently 
adopted  the  following  report  from  the 
Hospital  Committee  : — "  Nurses'  Registration 
Act,  1919  :  Appointment  of  Sister-Tutor. — The 
Board,  at  its  meeting  on  the  4th  October, 
1 92 1,  sanctioned  the  appointment  of  a  Sister- 
Tutor  in  order  that  the  training  of  Nurses,  as 
prescribed  by  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
might  be  effectively  carried  out,  such  officer  to 
be  of  the  same  status  and  receive  the  same 
rate  of  remuneration  as  the  present  Second 
Assistant  Matron,  viz.,  ;^6o  per  annum,  plus 
bonus  according  to  scale,  with  board,  lodg- 
ings, washing,  and  uniform.  We  reported  to 
the  Board  at  its  meeting  on  the  29th  Novem- 
ber, 1921,  that  advertisements  had  failed  to 
produce  a  candidate  qualified  for  the  appoint- 
ment at  the  salary  offered,  and  that,  in  the 
circumstances,  we  had  made  arrangements  for 
the  Matron  of  the  Hospital  to  give  the  neces- 
sary lectures  to  the  Probationer  Nurses  until 
such  time  as  a  suitable  candidate  was  avail- 
able. We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  very  essen- 
tial that  the  services  of  a  properly  qualified 
Sister-Tutor  should  be  obtained  at  an  early 
date,  and  now  recommend  that  the  Board 
approve  of  the  appointment  of  a  Sister-Tutor 
at  an  inclusive  salary  of  ;^i30  per  annum  (no 
bonus),  together  with  the  usual  residential 
allowances.  From  extensive  inquiries  we  have 
made  we  are  satisfied  that  the  services  of  a 
competent  person  cannot  be  obtained  at  any 
lower  remuneration." 


We  advise  keen  nurses  to  train  as  Sister- 
Tutors;  the  demand  already  outstrips  the 
supply. 


The  following  letter  has  been  addressed  to 
the  Rathdown  Board  of  Guardians  concerning 
a  recent  advertisement  issued  by  them  : — 

The  Irish  Nurses'  and  Midwives'  Union, 
29,  South  Anne  Street,  Dublin, 
October  2nd,   1922. 

A  Chara, — In  reference  to  the  advertisement  in 
the  Wickloiv  People^  of  the  23rd  ult.  for  a  superin- 
tendent nurse  for  the  Loughlinstown  Hospital,  we 
would  be  glad  if  we  could  be  informed  why  the 
condition  of  membership  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
Religious  Order  of  ladies  is  attached  to  the  posi- 
tion. This  condition  closes  the  post  to  many  fully- 
trained  Irish  nurses  who  would  be  otherwise  suit- 
able, and  who  are  seeking  in  vain  for  positions  in 
their  own  country  where  they  can  render  public 
service  for  an  adequate  reward. 

Your    Board    is,    perhaps,    not   aware    that    few 
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Religious  Orders  give  full  nursing  training  to  their 
members,  and  that  they  usually  will  not  undertake 
night  work  and  sundry  other  duties  of  a  trained 
nurse.  This  involves  all  night  duty,  &c.,  being 
performed  exclusively  by  lay  nurses,  who  conse- 
quently get  more  than  their  share  of  such  work, 
their  health  very  often  suffering  thereby. 

We  consider  that  all  positions  in  the  public 
service  should  be  open  to  those  having  the  neces- 
sary professional  qualifications,  and,  if  members 
of  Religious  Orders  choose  to  compete  for  nursing 
posts,  they  should  be  prepared  to  undertake  all 
nursing  duties.  If  the  practice  of  giving  posts 
such  as  the  above  to  members  of  Religious  Orders, 
to  the  exclusion  of  lay  nurses,  continues,  a  large 
number  of  Irish  nurses  will  continue  to  be  driven, 
as  they  are  driven  at  present,  to  seek  their  liveli- 
hood in  foreign  lands,  where  their  professional 
qualifications  are  more  valued  than  in  their  own 
country.  We  cannot  believe  that  your  Board 
would  wish  to  assist  this  enforced  emigration  of 
Irish  girls. — Mise  le  meas  mor, 

M.  McCarry,  Vice-President. 


A  very  bright  little  lady  recently  paid  a  visit 
to  the  International  Office  at  431,  Oxford 
Street.  This  was  Miss  Purbrick,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Public  Health  Department, 
Derby,  Connecticut,  U.S.A.,  and  a  member  of 
the  State  Board  of  Nurse  Examiners  for  that 
beautiful  New  Eng-land  State.  Miss  Purbrick 
has  now  returned  to  America,  but  as  she  is 
British  and  trained  in  England  she  intends  to 
register  "  at  home,"  as  she  is  deeply  interested 
in  helping  to  raise  nurses'  educational  stan- 
dards all  the  world  over.  A  chat  with  col- 
leagues on  international  nursing  questions  is 
very  refreshing.  We  find  our  steady  old  trot 
universally  respected,  as  it  produces  reliable 
nurses;  but — well,  a  little  less  drudgery  and 
more  systematic  theoretical  instruction  might 
add  to  the  security  of  standards.     Just  so. 


FEVER   NURSES'    SECTION,    R.N.P.C. 

A  Meeting,  convened  by  Miss  S.  A.  Villiers 
and  Miss  SteAvart  Bryson,  was  held  at  the 
South-Westem  Hospital',  Landor  Road,  Stock- 
well,  on  Saturday,  October  7th,  to  discuss  the 
formation  of  a  Fever  Nurses'  Section  of  the 
Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council. 
Miss  Breay,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Council, 
explained  itsi  history  and  objects.  It  was 
unanimously  decided  to  form  a  Fever  Nurses' 
Section,  and  Miss  Bryson  kindly  consented  to 
act  as  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  sup)port  the 
candidature  of  Miss  Villiers  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Fever  Nurses  on  the  General  Nurs- 
ing Council  for  England  and  Wales  at  the 
forthcoming  election  of  direct  representatives. 


THE    MATRONS'    COUNCIL. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Matrons' 
Council  will  be  held,  by  the 
kind  invitation  of  Miss  Rey- 
nolds Hale,  Matron,  and  of 
the  Committee,  at  the  Eliza- 
beth Garrett  Anderson  Hos- 
pital for  Women,  Euston 
Road,  N.W.,  on  Saturday, 
October  21st,  at  3  p.m. 
The  Agenda  includes  the 
following  interesting  items  : 
5.  To  receive  a  report  of 
the  Conference  held  by  the 
National  Council  of  Women 
at  Cambridge,  September 
25th  to  29th,  1922.  This 
will  be  made  by  Miss  S.  A.  Villiers,  the  Hon. 
Treasurer,  who,  upon  the  nomination  of  the 
Matrons'  Council  and  other  organised  affiliated 
societies,  has  been  re-elected  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Council. 

6.  The  following  Resolution  will  be  moved  : 

"That  the  Minister  of  Health  be  urged  to 
sign  the  Syllabus  of  General  Training  framed 
by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales,  so  that  Nurses  may  enjoy  the 
educational  benefits  provided  by  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act,  1919. " 

It  is  recognised  by  the  members  of  the 
Matrons'  Council  that  systematic  teaching  and 
a  general  standard  of  nursing  education  will 
be  impossible  in  general  training  schools 
unless  a  Syllabus  of  Training  is  approved  by 
the  Minister  of  Health  as  provided  in  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  and  that  it  is  extra- 
ordinarily inconsistent  to  provide  such  Sylla- 
buses for  Male  Nurses,  and  all  Sp>ecial 
Branches  of  Nursing,  Mental,  Fever,  and  Sick 
Children,  and  to  leave  General  Nursing  Educa- 
tion in  the  present  disastrous  chaotic  condi- 
tion, especially  as  the  Syllabuses  for  Male 
Nurses  and  Sick  Children's  Nurses  are  iden- 
tical with  that  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  with  the  omission 
of  "  Gynaecology  "  from  both  curricula,  and 
of  "  Diseases  of  Infants  and  Children  "  from 
the  curriculum  for  Male  Nurses. 

A  very  sinister  power  is  at  the  back  of  this 
attempt  to  deprive  nurses,  who  have  to  qualify 
for  examination  and  registration  on  the 
General  Part  of  the  Register,  and  we  hope 
those  nurses  now  training  in  the  Voluntary- 
General  Hospitals  and  Poor  Law  Infirmaries 
will  support  the  Matrons'  Council  in  its 
demand  for  just  educational  conditions  for 
them. 
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The  Social  Side  of  the  Meeting. 

After  the  business  of  the  Council  isi  con- 
cluded the  guests  are  invited  to  visit  the  Hos- 
pital Wards.  At  4.30  they  will  be  hospitably 
entertained  at  tea,  and  at  5  p.m.  they  will  have 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  Miss  Beatrice  Harraden 
(of  "  Ships  that  Pass  in  the  Night  "  fame) 
speak  on  her  "Trip  to  Poland."  Miss  Har- 
raden did  fine  work  for  our  sick  and  wounded 
during  the  War  at  the  Endell  Street  Hosipital, 
where  she  acted  as  Librarian  and  provided  a 
constant  supply  of  mental  distraction  from 
pain  and  sorrow  for  the  patients,  which,  as  we 
all  know,  is  a  wonderful  help  to  recovery. 

Miss  Annie  Hulme,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Matrons'  Council,  in  support  of  economy,  asks 
members  to  bring  their  Agendas  with  them  to 
the  Meeting. 


THE    REGISTERED  NURSES' 
PARLIAMENTARY  COUNCIL. 


INTER-HOSPITAL  SWIMMING  TEAM 
RACE. 


An  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  at  the  Totten- 
ham Baths,  when  the  Holmes  Vase  was  won  by 
Nurses  Murray,  Garland,  Sheppard,  and  D.  James, 
of  Guy's  Hospital.  This  trophy  presented  by  the 
Governors  of  the  Prince  of  Wales'  General  Hospital, 
Tottenham,  in  memory  of  Nurse  Holmes,  is 
intended  for  annual  competition  open  to  teams  of 
nurses  from  London  Hospitals  at  the  Annual  Gala 
of  the  Park  Swimming  Club,  held  in  aid  of  the 
Hospital,  at  the  Municipal  Baths.  The  Hospital 
Cup  for  Life-Saving  competition  was  won  by 
the  Park  Club  (Ladies).  The  Prince  of  Wales' 
General  Hospital  Nurses'  Race  was  won  by  A. 
Grainger. 

•■ 

A  SPECIAL  OFFER. 


Elsewhere  in  this  issue  a  special  announcement 
is  made  by  the  Waverley  Book  Company,  Ltd.,  of 
96,  Farringdon  Street,  London,  E.C.4,  offering  to 
dispatch  "  Surgical  Operations,"  by  Mr.  E.  W. 
Hey  Groves,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  on  seven  days'  free 
examination  to  responsible  applicants,  and  we 
would  strongly  advise  members  of  the  nursing 
profession  to  take  advantage  of  this  special  offer, 
so  that  they  may  have  ample  opportunity  to 
thoroughly  examine  this  up-to-date  standard  work 
before  definitely  deciding  with  regard  to  purchase. 


MATTERS  OF  GREAT  IMPORTANCE. 


Particulars  of  the  National  Milk  Conference,  to 
be  held  at  the  Guildhall,  City  of  London,  on 
October  i6th  to  i8th,  can  be  obtained  from  Miss 
H.  M.  Williams,  Hon.  Secretary,  3,  Bedford 
Square,  W.C.  i.  Matters  of  great  importance  will 
be  under  discussion. 


The  following  statement  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  Minister  of 
Health  :— 

STATEMENT 


The  Syllabus  of  Training  in  General  Nursing 
passed  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Parliamentary  Council  on  September  30th,  1922, 
for   transmission    to    the  Minister    of     Health. 

The  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council, 
in  general  meeting  assembled,  earnestly  petitions 
the  Minister  of  Health  to  sign  the  Syllabus  of 
Training  in  General  Nursing  framed  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  submitted  for  his  consideration  in  July,  1921, 
in  order  that  the  Nurse  Training  Schools  may  have 
definite  guidance  and  assistance  in  defining  the 
teaching  which  shall  be  given  to  pupil  nurses  (pro- 
bationers) in  preparation  for  the  State  Examination 
in  Nursing,  following  upon  the  precedent  estab- 
lished by  the  General  Medical  Council  for  Medical 
Education. 

The  Council  begs  to  point  out  : — 

1.  That  the  Syllabus  of  Training  has  been  framed 
as  the  result  of  twelve  months'  work  on  the  part 
of  the  Statutory  Council  appointed  by  Parliament 
to  carry  out  this  duty,  and  that  some  of  the 
greatest  experts  on  Nursing  Education  have  given 
earnest  consideration  to  this  question. 

2.  ITiat  the  Syllabus  of  Training  has  been  unani- 
mously approved  by  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
and  that,  at  its  meeting  on  September  22nd,  it  de- 
clined to  accede  to  the  suggestion  that  the  Syllabus 
should  be  temp>orarily  withdrawn,  holding  that 
what  it  considered  an  adequate  standard  of  nursing 
education  had  been  incorporated  in  the  Syllabus, 
and  that  the  matter  had  now  passed  out  of  its 
hands  into  those  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  with 
whom  rests  the  final  responsibility  of  its  acceptance 
or  rejection. 

3.  That  the  Syllabus  of  Training  is  intended  as  a 
guide  for  those  resfKjnsible  for  the  teaching  of 
nurses,  in  elucidation  of  the  Syllabus  of  Examina- 
tion, and  that  it  is  already  in  use,  unofficially, 
in  a  number  of  Nurse  Training  Schools,  both  in 
the  Voluntary  Hospitals,  and  under  Poor  Law 
Guardians. 

4.  That  explanation  to  representatives  of  Poor 
Law  Training  Schools,  and  others,  that  questions 
set  in  the  examination  of  candidates  for  the  State 
Examination  will  be  limited  to  the  Examination 
Syllabus  and  Nurses'  Chart,  and  that  the  Syllabus 
of  Training  is  intended  as  a  guide  to  uniformity  of 
teaching  on  the  best  lines,  for  those  responsible  for 
the  training  of  nurses,  would  go  far  to  minimise 
any  opposition  and  misapprehension  in  regard  to  it. 

5.  The  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council 
desires  to  express  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  dis- 
astrous  to  the  organisation   of  nursing  education, 
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and  to  the  encouragement  of  the  right  type  of 
women  to  enter  hospitals  for  training,  if  the 
Minister  did  not  sign  the  Syllabus  of  Training  in 
General  Nursing. 

6.  That,  as  the  Nurse  Training  Schools  are  now 
beginning  their  courses  of  instruction  for  the 
autumn  session,  it  is  imperative  that  the  question 
should  be  now  settled,  otherwise  the  Syllabus  can- 
not be  carried  out  in  time  for  the  State  Examina- 
tion in  1925. 

7.  That  there  is  no  opposition  to  the  Syllabus  for 
Education  and  Training  in  the  Nursing  of  Sick 
Children,  which,  except  that  gynaecology,  which 
cannot  be  taught  in  a  Children's  Hospital,  is 
omitted,  is  identical  with  the  Syllabus  of  Training 
for  General  Nursing. 

The  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council 
earnestly  trusts  that  the  Minister  of  Health  will, 
now  that  the  Syllabus  of  Examination  is  before 
him,  sign  the  Syllabus  of  Training  for  General 
Nursing,  so  that  there  may  be  no  further  delay  in 
giving  full  effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act,  19 19. 

431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i. 


THE 


NURSES'   MISSIONARY   LEAGUE 

THE   VALEDICTORY   MEETING. 

"  What  a  splendid  day  to  remember  !  "  was 
the  comment  of  one  sister  from  India  who  was 
present  at  the  Valedictory  Meetings  of  the  Nurses' 
Missionary  League,  held  in  University  Hall, 
Gordon  Square,  on  October  5th.  Morning,  after- 
noon and  evening  gatherings  were  attended  by 
record  numbers  of  nurses  from  many  hospitals 
and  from  many  lands.  The  morning  session  was 
mainly  devotional,  and  was  conducted  by  Miss 
A.  H.  Small,  who  spoke  very  beautifully  of  Christ- 
ianity and  especially  of  missionary  service  as  a 
great  and  wonderful  adventure,  and  then  dealt 
with  some  of  the  problems,  both  personal  problems 
and  those  connected  with  the  work  which  confront 
a  missionary  in  distant  lands. 

At  the  afternoon  gathering  there  was  much 
conversation  over  tea  and  cakes,  and  some  beauti- 
ful songs  and  piano  solos  were  contributed  by  Miss 
P.  Yelverton  Dawson  and  Miss  Saumarez  Smith. 
The  Rev.  Garfield  H.  WiUiams,  O.B.E.,  M.B.,  B.S., 
gave  an  address  on  the  "  Problem  of  India." 
Dealing  first  with  Mohammedanism,  he  sketched 
the  rise  and  spread  of  the  early  Christian  Church  in 
Asia  Minor,  and  its  decline,  virhich  made  possible 
the  rapid  advance  of  Mohammedanism  which 
swept  all  before  it.  For  centuries  the  Church 
did  not  respond  at  all ;  then  it  responded  by  the 
Crusades,  by  war  and  force  of  arms.  Through  the 
centuries,  vdth  the  exception  of  a  few  individual 
lives  like  those  of  Raymond  Lull  and  Henry 
Martin,  the  response  always  has  been  war,  and 
even  to-day  the  Mohammedan  sees  Europe 
deluged  in  war.  By  contrast.  Dr.  Williams 
described  sights  seen  by  him  in  the  mission  hospital 
at  Bannu,  N.W.  India,  where  the  English  Sister 
ministered  with  love  and  care  to  the  great  rough 
men  wounded  in  Frontier  "  scraps."     "  This  is  a 


method,"  he  said,  "  that  cannot  fail  in  touching 
the  Mohammedan  world  to-day.  The  force  of 
arms  has  failed  utterly.  It  is  time  we  reaUy  tried 
the  other  method  of  showing  the  love  of  Christ. 
What  they  want  is  not  creeds  but  a  life.  Go  and 
live  the  Christ  life  in  front  of  them,  and  then 
Christ's  kingdom  wdU  have  a  chance." 

This  address  was  well  followed  by  Miss  H. 
Anthony  (trained  at  the  Derbyshire  Royal  Infirm- 
ary) who  spoke  of  work  amid  Mohammedans  in 
the  Hospital  at  Old  Cairo,  where  there  are  153 
beds  for  men  and  48  for  women,  in  addition  to 
the  1,000  ankylostomiasis  patients  who  are 
accommodated  in  the  grounds.  Miss  Anthony 
told  some  fascinating  stories  about  patients,  and 
especially  about  one  little  girl  brought  to  her,  like 
a  wild  thing,  lying,  swearing  and  stealing,  and  now, 
through  love  and  Christian  influence,  transformed 
into  a  smart  reliable  nurse,  able  to  prepare  the 
theatre  for  big  operations,  and  besides  this,  bap- 
tised and  confirmed  as  a  Christian. 

The  evening  meeting  was  pre-eminently  the  time 
when  the  world-wide  call  was  sounded.  Mrs. 
Sharpe,  the  chairman,  spoke  of  the  two  great 
gifts  which  a  missionary  nurse  takes  with  her, 
the  gifts  of  healing  and  of  brotherhood.  Miss 
Richardson  then  read  messages  from  eight  of  the 
Sailing  Members  of  the  League,  and  six  others 
who  were  present  on  the  platform  spoke  briefly. 
Such  different  spheres  of  work  these  Nurses  de- 
scribed ! — one  going  to  a  hospital  in  China  where 
there  have  been  three  doctors  but  she  will  be  the 
first  Nurse  ;  another  to  pioneering  in  the  Lushai 
Hills  on  the  borders  of  Burmah,  where  there  is  no 
hospital  at  all  and  only  one  other  nurse  ;  another 
to  a  pioneer  hospital  in  Papua,  the  first  medical 
work  in  the  district ;  another  to  Mandalay  ;  some 
to  China,  some  to  India,  some  to  Africa.  Three 
points  came  over  and  over  again  in  these  messages, 
the  help  received  at  meetings  of  N.M.L.  in  various 
hospital  branches  ;  the  joy  of  being  called  to  this 
high  service,  often  in  face  of  many  obstacles  ;  and 
lastly  the  plea  for  prayer.  As  one  speaker  said  : 
"  We  could  not  possibly  go  unless  we  felt  that 
God  had  called  us,  and  unless  we  knew  that  we 
had  behind  us  the  prayers  of  friends  at  home." 

After  the  new  recruits  came  the  veteran.  Miss  A. 
Hammond  Bell  (trained  at  the  Royal  Infirrnary, 
Oldham),  who  spoke  from  experience  of  thirty- 
three  years  of  service  on  the  Congo.  When  first 
she  went  out  there  was  no  hospital,  and  operations 
were  done  in  a  grass  hut,  the  doctor  kneeling  on  the 
mud  floor.  At  the  end  of  her  first  furlough,  a  small 
hospital  was  opened,  and  now  there  is  an  up-to- 
date  hospital  and  operating  theatre.  Every 
disease  met  in  England,  except  cancer,  is  found 
there,  and  many  tropical  diseases  as  well.  In 
San  Salvador  last  year,  there  were  over  15,000  men 
and  19,000  women  out-patients,  334  in-patients, 
123  maternity  patients  and  2,779  vaccinations. 
Besides  these  there  is  a  constant  fight  against 
sleeping-sickness,  and  there  are  seldom  fewer  than 
200  patients  on  the  books  being  treated  for  this. 
It  is  hard  work  for  one  doctor  and  one  nurse,  and 
there   is   much   ignorance   to   be   combatted,   for 


2-13 


Zbc  British  Journal  of  IRurstng. 


October  14,   1922 


example,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  a  pneumonia 
patient  soaking  wet,  his  friends  having  poured  cold 
water  over  him  because  he  seemed  warm  !  There 
is  a  great  work  to  be  done  too  in  training  native 
boys  and  girls  as  nurses.  They  are  doing  splen- 
didly now,  the  boys  doing  microscopic  work, 
testing  for  sleeping-sickness,  &c.,  and  the  girls 
being  well-equipped  for  maternity  work.  Their 
devotion  to  the  cause  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
the  senior  boys  could  get  far  higher  wages  at  the 
neighbouring  factory  of  Messrs.  Lever  Bros.,  but 
for  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  they  stay ;  and  the 
senior  girl  has  postponed  her  wedding  for  a  year, 
so  as  to  take  charge  during  Miss  Bell's  absence. 
Miss  Bell  concluded  with  a  plea  for  more  workers, 
and  with  the  words  :  "  The  joys  far  exceed  the 
sorrows,  and  the  years  in  Congo  have  been  the 
happiest  of  my  life." 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Woodhouse  gave  the  closing 
address  on  the  subject  "  Real  Happiness."  The 
great  secret  of  happiness  was  to  get  away  from 
ourselves  and  our  own  problems  and  progress  into 
the  lives  of  other  people.  In  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  Jesus  Christ  defined  the  truly  happy  as 
"  the  pure  in  heart,"  they  of  single  purpose,  with 
no  divided  allegiance,  but  wholly  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  God.  The  Christian  religion  is  the  most 
joyful  religion,  and  the  New  Testament  is  the 
most  jojrful  Book  because  they  centre  round  the 
joyful  Personality  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  His 
followers  true  joy  depends  upon  the  in-dwelling 
Christ — "  Christ  in  you  " — that  was  what  brought 
the  early  Christians  joyfully  triumphant  through 
every  circumstance. 


ST.    LUKE'S    DAY. 

Nurses  who  acted  as  stewards  at  the  Exhibition, 
"  Africa  in  the  East,"  will  be  glad  to  hear  of 
the  meeting  and  service  arranged  for  St.  Luke's 
Day,  Wednesday,  October  i8th.  At  3  p.m.,  in 
the  C.M.S.  House,  Salisbury  Square,  there  will  be 
a  meeting  with  addresses  by  Dr.  Eleanor  Dodson, 
of  Multan,  and  Dr.  A.  R.  Cook,  C.M.G.,  of 
Mengo,  followed  by  tea  at  4.15.  At  7.30,  there 
will  be  a  special  Medical  Mission  Service  in  St. 
Bride's  Church,  Fleet  Street,  when  the  preacher 
will  be  Dr.  Henry  White,  of  Persia.  All  nurses 
wiU  be  welcome.  Both  the  House  and  the  Church 
are  quite  close  to  Ludgate  Circus. 


AN     INTERESTING     CONFERENCE. 

Our  readers  should  note  that  an  important 
Conference — the  Eleventh  Annual  Conference  of 
the  British  Commercial  Gas  Association — ^will  take 
place  at  Bristol  on  October  i6th,  17th  and  i8th, 
when  interesting  papers  wiU  be  presented  on  the 
services  of  gas  both  in  the  domestic  and  industrial 
spheres,  and  there  will  be  a  lecture  on  the  physio- 
logical effects  of  atmospheric  pollution  by  a  leading 
authority  on  tuberculosis. 


We  regret  being  unable  to  award  a  prize  in  our 
Competition  this  week,  none  of  the  papers  sent  in 
being  up  to  the  standard  meriting  an  award.  One 
arrived  too  late  to  take  part  in  the  competition. 


THE  GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

A  Special  Meeting  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  was  held  at  the  Ministry  of 
Health  on  Friday,  October  6th,  in  the  morning  at 
12  o'clock,  when  the  Council  met  representatives 
of  the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions,  and  in  the 
afternoon  at  2.30  p.m.  to  consider  :  (i)  A  letter 
from  the  Minister  of  Health  concerning  regulations 
for  the  election  ;  and  (2)  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  with  enclosures  concerning 
regulations  adopted  for  registration  of  nurses  in 
Australia,  New  Zealand  and  Canada.  The  Chair- 
man of  the  Council,  Sir  Wilmot  Herringham, 
K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  presided  at  both 
Sessions. 

The  Representatives  of  the  Association  of  Poor 
Law  Unions  were  the  Rev.  P.  S.  G.  Propert, 
(President),  Canon  Glossop  (St.  Albans),  Mr.  Tom 
Percival  (Clerk  to  the  Tynemouth  Union),  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Davey,  (Secretary  to  the  Association). 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  said  the  pro- 
cedure to  be  followed  would  be  that  he  would 
invite  the  deputation  to  state  their  case  and 
then  ask  the  members  of  the  Council  in  turn  to 
ask  any  questions  they  pleased. 

The  Chairman  further  said  that  when  the 
Association  wrote  to  the  Minister  they  stated  that 
they  had  made  two  requests  to  be  heard  in  regard 
to  the  Syllabus  of  Training,  but  he  understood 
that  the  difficulty  now  was  the  question  of  a 
Resident  Medical  Officer  being  required  by  the 
Council  as  necessary  for  the  recognition  of  a 
complete  Nurse  Training  School  in  connection  with 
a  Poor  Law  Hospital.  He  gathered  that  the 
Association  considered  certain  schools  fit  to  be 
regarded  as  complete  Training  Schools  which  did 
not  maintain  a  Resident  Medical  Officer,  and  that 
there  were  24  or  25  of  such  schools.  He  recognised 
the  gravity  of  that.  It  was  the  point  to  which 
he  would  ask  the  Deputation  to  speak. 

The  Case  for  the   A.P.L.U. 

The  Rev.  P.  S.  G.  Propert  said  that,  as 
President  of  the  Association,  he  did  not  propose 
to  deal  in  detail  with  the  question,  which  he  would 
leave  to  Mr.  Tom  Percival,  who  was  thoroughly 
conversant  with  it,  but  he  would  remind  the 
Council  that  586  Boards;  out  of  a  total  of  632  were 
affiliated  to  the  Association,  so  that  he  was  able 
to  say  that  in  their  negotiations  with  the  Asso- 
ciation they  were  practically  dealing  with  the 
considered  judgment  of  the  whole  of  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians. 

They  had  had  negotiations  with  the  CouncU 
before  with  happy  result,  and  he  thought  it  was 
the  only  way  to  remove  misunderstanding. 

On  May  4th  the  Association,  as  a  Council,  con- 
sidered recommendations  made  by  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  as  to  the  Syllabus  of  Training, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  some  of  the  con- 
ditions were  impracticable  for  Poor  Law  Institu- 
tions.    They  urged  the  Committee  to  see  them 
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again,  but  it  did  not  do  so,  and,  therefore,  the 
only  thing  left  to  them  was  to  appeal  to  the 
Minister  of  Health,  which  they  did. 

Mr.  Tom  Percival  said  that  there  were  a 
certain  number  of  Poor  Law  Training  Schools 
known  as  Minor  Training  Schools.  Under  the 
Poor  Law  Institutions  Nursing  Order  before  a 
Poor  Law  Nurse  could  be  appointed  as  a  Super- 
intendent Nurse  she  must  have  been  trained  in 
a  Major  Training  School.  But  the  Minister  had, 
after  due  inquiry,  waived  this  condition  in  the 
case  of  certain  Minor  Training  Schools,  and,  at  the 
present  moment,  nurses  were  being  trained  in 
Minor  Training  Schools  who  eventually  might  be 
appointed  to  the  supreme  position  of  Super- 
intendent in  an  institution  of  900  beds. 

The  nurses  in  training  in  these  institutions  were 
alarmed  because  they  saw  that  should  the  CouncU, 
adhere  to  its  decision  they  had  lost  time  and 
would  have  to  begin  their  training  over  again  in 
order  to  be  eligible  for  admission  to  the  State 
Register. 

He  gave  the  following  instances  of  the  type  of 
school  which  it  was,  he  said,  proposed  to  destroy  : — 

Bromley  Hospital. 

Number  of  beds,  292.  Average  number  occupied, 
200.  Total  admitted  in  the  year,  761.  Normal 
proportion  of  cases  :  Acute,  380  ;  non-acute,  381. 
Operations,    150  ;  major,   58  ;    minor,   92. 

Chesterfield  Union  Hospital. 

Number  of  beds,  205.  Average  number  occupied, 
115.  Acute,  20  per  cent.  ;  non-acute,  80  per  cent. 
There  was  no  surgery,  but  the  19  probationer 
nurses  had  six  months'  surgical  training  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Northampton. 

King   Edward    Avenue   Union    Hospital, 
Dartford. 

Number  of  beds,  178.     Average  occupied,  148. 
Acute  cases,  40  per  cent.  ;   21  major,  and  42  minor 
•     operations.     Nursing  staff  of  30,  with  19  proba- 
tioners. 

Epsom  Hospital. 

Number  of  beds,  153.  Average  occupied,  120. 
Average  number  of  acute  cases,  41.  Major  opera- 
tions, 14  ;  minor,  15.  Nursing  staff,  20  nurses, 
including  13  probationers.  There  was  no  Resident 
Medical  Officer,  but  the  practitioner  appointed  was 
one  of  a  firm  of  four  of  whom  one  was  always 
available  if  required. 

Hunslet  Poor  Law  Hospital. 

A  separated  hospital,  with  209  beds.  Average 
occupied,  178.  Acute  cases,  25  per  cent.  Trains 
18  probationers.  No  major  operations,  but  pro- 
bationers have  six  months'  training  in  a  Surgical 
Home. 

Keighley  Union  Hospital. 

Number  of  beds,  235.  Average  occupied,  175. 
Acute  cases,  lo  per  cent.  Major  operations,  15  ; 
minor,  25.  Nursing  staff  of  28,  including  18  pro- 
bationers and  four  male  nurses. 


York  Union  Hospital. 

Number  of  general  beds,  227.  Average  occupied, 
1 70.  One-third  of  the  cases  are  acute.  The  proba- 
tioners have  four  months'  surgical  training  in  a 
Surgical  Home.  Already  the  York  Guardians  were 
entering  into  arrangements,  which  would  further 
improve  the  training,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Sister-Tutor,  conjointly  with  the  York  County 
Hospital  and  three  other  local  hospitals. 

The  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  were, 
Mr.  Percival  stated,  more  or  less  elastic  if  they 
found  that  the  training  in  an  institution  was 
sound,  and  he  appealed  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  to  adopt  a  similar  course. 

Tynemouth  Poor  Law  Institution. 

At  Tynemouth  Poor  Law  Institution  they 
had  two  whole-time  medical  officers,  but  they 
lived  the  other  side  of  the  wall  of  the  Institution, 
and,  therefore,  they  were  technically  non-resident. 

The  Association  desired  to  urge  that  Minor 
Training  Schools  should  be  given  time  to  set  their 
house  in  order.  He  did  not  suggest  that  the 
conditions  in  all  were  ideal,  but  he  emphasised 
the  unfairness  and  unwisdom  of  destroying  this 
magnificent  training. 

There  was  no  magic  in  residing  inside  an  institu- 
tion provided  the  man  gave  whole-time  service. 
Further,  some  visiting  medical  officers  were  much 
better  qualified  than  some  resident  ones.  He 
appealed  for  a  period  of  grace  in  which  the  Poor 
Law  Hospitals  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
putting  their  house  in  order.  It  did  not  matter 
if  a  man  was  resident  or  non-resident  provided 
the  institution  could  train  properly.  The  Associa- 
tion of  Poor  Law  Unions  asked  for  some  other 
test,  and  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  Order.  He 
appealed  to  the  Council  not  to  waste  training 
material. 

Sir  Wilmot  Herringham  said  that  in  some  of 
the  instances  put  forward  by  Mr.  Percival  there 
was  affiliated  training.  No  restriction  as  to  the 
employment  of  a  Resident  Medical  Officer  was 
proposed  in  regard  to  affiliated  hospitals,  but  only 
in  the  case  of  complete  training  schools. 

Canon  Glossop  said  that  he  did  not  want  to 
repeat  the  arguments  put  forward  by  Mr.  Tom 
Percival,  but  to  urge  that  this  was  not  simply 
a  Poor  Law  question,  but  a  question  for  all 
hospitals. 

The  Chairman  said  that  there  were  very  few 
Voluntary  Hospitals  which  would  not  regard  the 
regulation  as  to  a  Resident  Medical  Officer  as  a 
fair  one. 

Canon  Glossop  said  he  was  interested  in  the 
Voluntary  Hospitals,  more  especially  in  Hertford- 
shire, and  all  the  small  hospitals  were  a  little 
anxious.  He  would  welcome  further  considera- 
tion of  the  question  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 
He  was  anxious  to  manufacture  a  halo  for  the 
whole  Council  at  some  future  date.  He  wanted 
to  be  rather  more  clear  that  the  medical  officer 
need  not  necessarily  be  resident. 

Mr.  Davey  said  that  one  or  two  of  the  bigger 
hospitals  were  rather  anxious,  especially  two  in 
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the  North.  Was  it  a  fa;ct  that  if  two  hospitals 
were  affiliated,  if  one  had  a  Resident  Medical 
Officer  that  was  sufficient  ? 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  members  of  the 
Deputation  had  made  it  plain  that  of  the  25 
hospitals  under  discussion  several  at  the  present 
moment  were  joining  with  other  hospitals  to  pro- 
vide training  for  their  nurses.  He  would  tell  them 
at  once  that  to  these  Clause  i  (requiring  the 
appointment  of  a  Resident  Medical  Officer)  did 
not  apply.  Of  those  left  he  gathered  they  would 
not  claim  that  all  were  fitted  to  be  complete 
training  schools.  Would  they  say  that  if  these 
were  accepted  provisionally  they  would  be  satisfied? 

Mr.  Percival  said  they  would  be  satisfied  if 
they  were  recognised  for  a  limited  period. 

Questions  by  Members  of  the  Oeneral  Nursing 
Council. 

Miss  Villiers  enquired  whether  nurses  trained 
in  the  smaller  training  schools  passed  on  to  such 
positions  as  Mr.  Percival  had  indicated. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  an  important  point. 

Miss  Villiers  further  enquired  whether  on 
60  operations  it  was  considered  that  20  probationers 
could  be  adequately  trained. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  Mr.  Percival 
had  told  the  Council  of  an  Instruction  which,  he 
said,  had  never  been  rescinded,  but  said  that  the 
recognition  accorded  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
under  this  Instruction  was  elastic.  He  urged 
that  the  Council  should  recognise  schools  to  which 
this  elasticity  was  applied,  but  she  thought  that 
the  first  thing  the  Association  should  do  was  to 
get  the  Ministry  to  rescind  the  Instruction. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  a  Resident  Medical 
Officer,  she  had  recently  had  the  pleasure  of 
visiting  the  Tynemouth  Poor-Law  Institution. 
Technically,  as  Mr.  Percival  had  said,  there  was 
not  a  Resident  Medical  Officer  because  he  lived 
outside  the  boundary  of  the  Institution,  but 
practically  he  was  quite  close  at  hand,  and  could 
easily  be  summoned  by  telephone. 

She  thought  that,  as  she  had  urged  on  previous 
occasions,  the  Council  would  do  well  to  inspect 
these  places  and  come  into  communication  with 
the  Guardians.  (Hear,  hear.)  Had  she  been 
visiting  the  Tynemouth  Poor-Law  Institution 
officially  she  could  have  given  a  very  satisfactory 
account  of  it. 

Another  point  made  by  Mr.  Percival  was  that 
probationers  from  one  institution  had  some  months' 
training  in  a  Surgical  Nursing  Home.  Did  the 
patients  in  this  home  pay  for  skilled  nursing,  and 
was  six  months'  training  in  surgical  work  suffi- 
cient ?  The  Council  so  far  had  not  recognised 
training  in  these  proprietory  institutions  run  for 
profit. 

Might  the  Council  know  what  was  meant  by  a 
whole-time  official  ? 

She  thought  the  best  thing  would  be  for 
some  one  representing  the  Council  to  visit  these 
25  institutions,  and  make  a  report  to  it  upon  them. 
Hear,  hear.) 

Mr,   Percival  said   the  Order  he  referred   to 


was  an  up-to-date  measure  passed  in  191 3.  Every 
one  of  the  Minor  Schools  recognised  by  the  Ministry 
had  been  inspected  and  approved.  He  was  not 
concerned  with  the  question  of  the  training  in  a 
Surgical  Nursing  Home,  but  only  mentioned  it  as 
an  indication  of  what  the  authorities  of  a  Poor 
Law  institution  were  trying  to  provide. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  General  Nursing 
Council  had  sent  out  a  Questionnaire,  which,  he 
believed  had  been  sent  to  all  the  25  schools  men- 
tioned. They  had  thus  had  all  the  information 
which  could  be  obtained  without  inspection. 

Miss  DowBiGGiN  said  she  was  very  pleased  that 
the  question  of  the  smaller  Poor  Law  Training 
Schools  had  come  up.  She  was  aware  of  the  Order 
of  191 3.  It  was  a  question  how  the  nurses  trained 
in  the  small  schools  could  cope  with  the  work  in 
the  larger  hospitals.  She  had  taken  nurses  from 
these  small  schools  and  they  were  at  sea  in  the 
management  both  of  wards,  and  of  emergencies,  in 
the  larger  institutions.  The  Council  should  see  that 
all  probationers  were  trained  on  adequate  material. 
She  considered  there  should  be  a  whole  time 
medical  officer  in  institutions  to  which  a  Nurse 
Training  School  was  attached. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  said  she  had  no  questions  to 
ask  as  Mrs.  Fenwick  had  asked  about  the  training 
in  Nursing  Homes.  She  was  of  opinion  that  six 
months  of  such  training  could  not  be  considered 
sufficient  experience  in  surgical  nursing. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  thought  the  school  referred 
was  an  incomplete  training  school.  The  Rule 
did  not  apply  to  schools  in  affiliation  with  \'^olun- 
tary  and  other  Hospitals,  they  were  not  complete 
Training  Schools. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  enquired  whether  Mr. 
Percival  did  not  think  that  some  of  the  smaller 
training  schools  were  good. 

Mr.  Percival  was  of  opinion  that  some  of  them 
could  be  recognised  as  partial  training  schools  in 
affiliation  with  others. 

Dr.  Good.\ll  said  that  one  reason  why  the 
Council  decided  to  require  evidence  that  an 
institution  maintained  a  Resident  Medical  Officer 
as  a  qualification  for  recognition  as  a  Nurse 
Training  School,  was  that  it  was  an  indication  that 
the  Institution  had  acute  work.  If  there  was  not 
a  whole-time  officer  it  probably  meant  that  a 
general  practitioner  was  paid  a  salary,  which  was 
not  large,  to  run  round  when  it  suited  him. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  thought  he  would  come 
when  sent  for,  and  when  necessary. 

The  Chairman  asked  Mr.  Percival  whether  the 
Deputation  was  of  opinion  that  the  presence  of 
a  Registered  Medical  Officer  was  a  criterion  of 
acute  cases. 

Mr.  Percival  said  that  a  man  could  be  either 
resident  or  non-resident  so  far  as  they  were 
concerned. 

Miss  Cattell  said  that  it  was  most  unjust  both 
for  the  nurses  and  for  private  patients  that  pro- 
bationers should  be  trained  in  Nursing  Homes. 

Mr.  Christian  enquired  whether  these  Institu- 
tions had  any  affiliations  with  any  other  hospital, 
and  was  informed  "  not  many." 
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Miss  Worsley  thought  the  Deputation  would 
not  ask  them  to  behave  that  six  months'  surgical 
work  in  a  small  nursing  home  or  small  hospital 
would  afford  sufficient  experience  for  a  nurse  in 
training. 

Miss  MacCallum  thought  that  Poor  Law 
Institutions  feU  into  two  categories,  those  in 
districts  where  there  was  not  a  large  training 
school  connected  with  a  Voluntary  General  Hos- 
pital, which  usually  got  a  fair  proportion  of  acute 
work,  and  those  in  the  neighbourhood  of  General 
Hospitals,  where  the  large  proportion  of  cases  were 
poor  old  people,  senile  cases,  &c. 

An  institution  which  had  18  nurses  in  training 
where  there  were  only  15  major  operations  in  the 
year  could  not  be  regarded  as  affording  surgical 
training. 

The  question  in  regard  to  a  Resident  Medical 
Offtcer  was  not  whether  he  happened  to  live  one 
side  or  other  of  a  boundary  wall,  but  whether  he 
was  going  to  give  up  his  whole  time  to  the  work  of 
the  Institution. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  enquired  whether  the 
Rule  referred  to  had  been  abrogated.  What  did 
putting  their  house  in  order  mean  ?  Did  Mr. 
Percival  claim  that  if  an  Institution  had  not 
a  Resident  Medical  Officer  it  had  something 
equally  good  ? 

Mr.  Percival  replied  that  in  some  Poor  Law 
Institutions  where  there  were  many  acute  cases 
there  was  no  Resident  Medical  Officer.  In  some 
Institutions  chronic  patients  were  removed  from 
the  hospital  to  the  infirm  wards.  What  did 
putting  their  house  in  order  mean  ?  In  some 
instances  Guardians  were  satisfied  that  if  time 
were  allowed  something  more  could  be  done  to 
improve  the  nurses'  training. 

The  Syllabus  of  Training  in  General  Nursing 

The  Chairman  then  said  that  the  Deputation 
had  put  their  case  before  the  Council ;  now  he 
was  going  to  ask  them  a  question.  Some  time 
ago  the  Council  had  sent  up  to  the  Minister  a 
#  Syllabus  of  Training  in  General  Nursing  which  it 
had  compiled,  asking  him  to  sign  it.  Why  had 
the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions  written  to  the 
Minister  asking  him  not  to  sanction  this  Syllabus 
which  had  been  compiled  in  the  hope  of  assisting 
the  Training  Schools  ? 

Mr.  Propert  said  the  Association  should  have 
had  notice  of  this  question. 

The  Chairman  said  then  he  should  take  it  they 
had  not  a  leg  to  stand  upon.  The  Syllabus  was 
nothing  but  a  model  for  the  help  of  the  Training 
Schools. 

Mr.  Davey  said  the  Deputation  had  no  in- 
structions from  their  Association  on  this  point. 

Mr.  Percival  enquired  whether  he  understood 
correctly  that  examiners  would  not  know  whether 
a  nurse  was  trained  on  the  Syllabus  or  not. 

The  Chairman  said  that  no  nurse  coming  up  for 
examination  would  be  asked  whether  she  had  been 
trained  on  it  or  not.     It  was  a  mere  model. 

Mr.  Percival  said  that  they  wrote  to  the 
Minister  for  the  reasons  stated  in  their  letter. 


The  Chairman  said  there  was  no  earthly  reason 
why  such  a  model  should  not  be  circulated. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  enquired  whether  the 
Association  did  not  think  that  the  Syllabus  would 
be  compulsory,  and  was  understood  to  receive  a 
reply  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Chairm.'VN  thought  they  might  confess  they 
were  under  a  misapprehension. 

Mr.  Davey  pointed  out  that  the  letter  he  had 
written  to  the  Minister  of  Health  by  direction  of 
his  Association,  intimated  that  it  was  only  fair  to 
state  that  some  of  their  objections  had  been 
removed  by  the  publication  of  the  Syllabus  of 
Examination. 

The  Chairman  asked  the  Deputation  whether 
he  might  say  to  the  Minister  that  the^Association's 
letter  had  been  sent  under  a  misapprehension  ? 

Canon  Glossop  said  that  he  did  not  fully  under- 
stand about  the  SyUabus.  It  would  be  a  wide 
training  for  a  medical  man.  Its  scope  was  not 
sufficiently  clearly  defined. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  said  the  Syllabus  had  been 
referred  to  as  a  model.  It  had  been  so  compiled 
that  it  could  be  taken  in  a  deeper  or  an  elementary 
sense.  It  was  arranged  so  that  the  subjects 
should  be  taught  in  the  first  year  by  a  Sister  Tutor, 
who  would  be  able  to  consider,  and  suit  her  in- 
struction toj  every  type  of  nurse,  those  who  had 
not  had  much  education  before  entering  a  hospital 
as  well  as  those  who  were  weU-educated. 

This  concluded  the  proceedings,  and  the  Chair- 
man stated  that  the  Council  was  much  obliged  to 
the  Deputation  for  their  attendance,  their  sug- 
gestions would  be  considered  by  the  Council  at  its 
next  meeting. 

The  Rev.  P.  S.  G.  Propert  having  expressed 
the  sincere  thanks  of  the  Association  for  this 
opportunity  of  conferring  with  the  CouncU,  the 
Deputation  withdrew. 

Regulations  for  the  Election  of   Nurse  Repre- 
sentatives on  to  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

When  the  Council  assembled  for  the  Afternoon 
Session  the  Regulations  for  the  Election  of  Nurse 
Representatives  on  to  the  General  Nursing  Council 
were  first  considered. 

Report  of  Registration  Committee. 

Dr.  Goodall  (Chairman  of  the  Registration 
Committee)  presented  its  Report,  and  moved  that 
it  be  received.  The  Committee  met  on  September 
29th  and  considered,  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
structions of  the  Council,  the  suggestion  made  by 
the  Minister  of  Health  with  respect  of  the  Regula- 
tions for  the  conduct  of  the  Election  of  the  Council 
which  had  been  submitted  by  the  Council  to  the 
Minister  for  his  approval. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  some  of 
these  suggestions  be  adopted,  and  the  regulations 
had  been  recast.  It  was  proposed  to  make  the 
Returning  Officer  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
the  elections  and  to  instruct  him  to  make  the 
return  to  the  Council. 

The  Committee  recommended  : 

"  That  the  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the 
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election  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  submitted 
herewith  be  approved  by  the  Council  and  submitted 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  his  approval." 
(The  regulations  were  appended.) 
Qualifications  of  Nurse  Representatives. 
As  amended  by  the  Council  on  October  6th,  the 
Election  secures  in  connection  with  the  Genera  1 
Part  of  the  Register  six  seats  to  Matrons  of  General 
and  Poor-Law  Hospitals,  and  five  seats  to  Regis- 
tered Nurses  who  are  not,   and  have  not,   been 
Matrons,  as  follows  : 

Matrons. 
2     Registered   Nurses   who   are,   or   have   been, 
Matrons  of  Metropolitan  General  Hospitals. 

2  Registered   Nurses   who   are,    or   have    been 

Matrons  of  Provincial  General  Hospitals. 
I     Registered  Nurse  who  is  or  has  been  a  Matron 

of  a  Metropolitan  Poor-Law  Hospital. 
I     Registered  Nurse  who  is  or  has  been  a  Matron 

of  a  Provincial  Poor-Law  Hospital. 
Nurses. 
I     Registered  Nurse  not  being,  nor  having  been 

a  Matron  of  a  Hospital,  who  is,  or  has  been, 

directly    employed    in    the    Public    Health 

Service  or  engaged  in  District  Nursing. 
I     Registered  Nurse  not  being,  nor  having  been 

a  Matron  of  a  Hospital,  who  is,  or  has  been, 

engaged  in  Private  Practice. 

3  Registered  Nurses  not  being,  nor  having  been, 
Matrons  of  Hospitals. 

II 

These  eleven  Nurses  are  to  be  elected  by  the 
Nurses  on  the  General  Part  of  the  Register. 

Five  Registered  Nurses  are  also  to  be  elected 
by  the  Nurses  on  the  Supplementary  Parts  of 
the  Register  as  follows  : 
I     Registered  Male  Nurse  to  be  elected  by  the 

Registered  Male  Nurses. 
I     Registered  Mental  Nurse,  being  a  man,  and 
I     Registered  Mental  Nurse,  being  a  woman,  to 
be  elected  by  the  Registered  Mental  Nurses. 
I     Registered  Sick  Children's  Nurse  to  be  elected 

by  the  Registered  Sick  Children's  Nurses. 
I     Registered  Fever  Nurse  to  be  elected  by  the 
Registered    Fever    Nurses. 


1 6     Nurses. 

Nurses  who  are  registered  on  more  than  one 
Part  of  the  Register  are  entitled  to  vote  for  the 
representatives  or  representative  of  each  part  on 
which  they  are  registered. 

Dates  to  be  Noted  and  Remembered. 

November  ^rd. — The  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
who  on  this  occasion  will  act  as  Returning  Officer, 
stated  that  the  Notice  of  the  forthcoming  Election 
will  be  published   on  November  3rd. 

The  Regulations  provide  that  this  notice  shall 
be  published  in  two  or  more  newspapers  circulating 
in  England  and  Wales,  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

The  date  when  Nomination  Papers  will  be  avail- 
able for  the  use  of  Registered  Nurses  is  at  present 
uncertain,    as   the   Regulations   have   still   to   be 
approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 
Y ;    vemb  er    24/A. — The    completed    Nomination 


Papers  signed  by  the  candidate  for  election,  and  by 
six  Registered  Nurses  who  propose  her  or  him, 
must  be  received  by  the  Returning  Officer, 
addressed  to  him  at  the  office  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  12,  York 
Gate,  Regent's  Park,  London,  N.W.i,  before 
noon  on  November  24th. 

December  1st. — By  December  ist  Voting  Papers 
will  be  despatched  to  Registered  Nurses  entitled 
to  take  part  in  the  Election. 

December  8th. — Completed  Voting  Papers  must 
be  returned  by  Registered  Nurses  taking  part  in 
the  Election  so  as  to  reach  the  Office  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  before 
noon  on  December  8th. 

The  day  on  which  the  result  of  the  Election  will 
be  declared  is  not  yet  announced. 

Regulations  for  Registration  of  Nurses  in   Aus- 
tralia, New  Zealand  and  Canada. 

The  Chairman  then  presented  an  Analysis  of 
Information  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  concerning  legislation  for  nurses 
in  the  Dominions  Overseas. 

In  Australia  there  is  no  legislation  for  the 
Commonwealth  and  Territories  ;  in  Victoria,  no 
legislation  ;  in  New  South  Wales,  a  Bill  in  course 
of  preparation.  From  South  Australia  no  answer 
has  yet  been  received.  In  Queensland  and  Western 
Australia,  Registration  Laws  are  in  force. 

In  Tasmania  Midwives  are  registered,  but  not 
General  Nurses.  The  legal  registration  of  nurses 
wiU  probably  be  brought  into  effect  in  the  near 
future,  when  reciprocal  registration  will  be  sought. 

In  New  Zealand  an  Act  for  the  Registration  of 
Nurses  was  passed  in  1901,  and  further  laws  in 
1908  and  1920.  The  course  of  training  is  for  three 
years,  with  systematic  instruction,  and  the 
authorities  are  anxious  that  the  General  Nursing 
Council  shall  not  ask  them  to  admit  to  their 
Register  nurses  with  less  than  three  years'  training, 
as  they  consider  this  would  be  unfair  to  New 
Zealand  nurses. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  in  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  the  Authority  set  up  had  always  been 
the  Government.     In  Canada  it  was  otherwise. 

In  Canada  registration  laws  are  in  force  in 
Quebec,  New  Brunswick,  Manitoba,  British  Colum- 
bia, Alberta,  and  Saskatchewan. 

In  every  case  the  Authority  set  up  is  an  Associa- 
tion of  Registered  or  Graduate  Nurses  in  the 
Province. 

In  Ontario  a  law  peissed  in  1922  enacts  nothing 
but  that  Registration  may  be  set  up,  and,  that 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  may  make  the  necessary 
Rules  and  Regulations. 

In  Prince  Edward  Island  there  is  a  Bill  now 
before  the  Legislature. 

In  Ceylon  and  Hong  Kong  there  is  no  legal 
registration. 

In  British  Guiana  a  Committee  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  submit  draft  regulations  based  on  the 
English  Act. 

The  Registration  Committee  were  instructed  to 
write  to  the  Authorities  in  each  case  and  ask  for 
the  SvUabus,  &c. 
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The    Chairman    considered    that   the   Counci 
would  be  justified,  on  the  information  obtained,  in 
granting  reciprocal  Registration  with  New  Zealand, 
and  moved  the  following  Resolution,  which  was 
carried  unanimously  : — 

"  That  this  Council  agrees  to  accept  a  certiflcate  ol 
registration  in  New  Zealand  as  sufficient  evidence  of  fitness 
for  admission  to  the  register  of  this  Council,  provided  that 
the  Director  of  Nurses'  Registration  in  New  Zealand  agrees 
to  admit  nurses  registered  by  this  Council  with  a  certificate 
of  three  years'  training,  and  of  having  passed  an  examination 
to  the  New  Zealand  Nurses'  Register." 

It  was  referred  to  the  Registration  Committee 
to  obtain  information  as  to  Registration  of  Nurses 
in  India,  and  further  information  from  Queensland 
and  Western  Australia,  and  to  apply  again  for  an 
answer  from  South  Australia.  (A  Registration 
Law  is  in  force  in  South  Australia. — Ed.). 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 


MENTAL    NURSES    AND    STATE 
REGISTRATION. 

Mr.  George  Gibson,  General  Secretary  of  the 
National  Asylum-Workers'  Union,  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  the  Chairman,  General  Nursing 
Council,  in  August,  and  as  it  was  not  reported  to 
the  Council  at  its  meeting  on  September  22nd, 
he  desires  publicity  for  it  through  the  Press  : — 

National  Asylum- Workers'  Union, 

I,   Rushford  Avenue,   Levenshulme, 
Manchester, 
August  22nd,  1922. 
The  Chairman,  General  Nursing  Council, 

12,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park,  London,  N.W.  i. 
Sir, — As  you  will  probably  be  aware,  we  have  always 
been  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Registration  of  Nurses, 
and  since  the  Nursing  Council  was  formed  we  have 
endeavoured,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  to  persuade 
our  members  to  register. 

During  recent  visits  to  our  branches  I  have  found  that 
a  large  proportion  of  our  members  are  of  opinion  that 
fees  paid  to  the  Nursing  Council  under  present  con- 
ditions are  simply  subsidising  incompetence  and  waste- 
fulness. Amongst  some  of  the  reasons  given  for  this 
opinion  being  expressed  is  the  fact  that  the  salary 
list  of  the  Council,  before  the  employment  of  an  assis- 
tant secretary,  amounted  to  over  /|6o  per  week,  also 
that  the  Council  is  over  ;^5,ooo  in  debt  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  ;  these  figures  having  been  accepted  as  facts 
because  they  have  been  reported  in  nursing  journals. 
These  reports  have  certainly  had  the  effect  of  limiting 
the  number  of  apphcants  for  registration,  and  I  respect- 
fully and  earnestly  suggest  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken  by  the  Nursing  Council  to  disabuse  the  minds  of 
nurses  of  the  impression,  which  undoubtedly  is  gaining 
ground,  that  their  registration  fees  are  being  recklessly 
squandered  in  unnecessary  salaries. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Geo.  Gibson,  General  Secretary. 

The  Asylum- Workers'  Union  will  be  relieved  to 
learn  from  the  report  of  the  Council  Meeting  on 
September  22nd  that  the  ;^5,ooo  loan  from  the 
Treasury  has  now  been  paid  off,  and  that  a 
Chartered  Accountant  is  to  be  engaged  to  enquire 
into  the  present  system  of  the  office  organization 


of  the  Council.  Personally,  we  are  of  opinion  that, 
if  the  experienced  nurse  organisers  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council  had  been  permitted  to  4o  their 
public  duty  and  organize  their  own  office,  the 
system  would  have  secured  efficiency  and  economy 
and  our  Register  would  have  been  published  in 
July  as  it  should  have  been.  This,  however,  was 
prevented  by  ignorant  bureaucracy,  unfortunately 
supported  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  ;  and  as  a 
lay  woman,  practically  ignorant  of  profes- 
sional nursing  and  clerical  work,  was  made 
Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  which  is 
responsible  to  the  Council  for  office  management, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  the  nurses  are  being  called 
upon  to  incur  the  heavy  cost  of  investigation  and 
suggestions  from  an  outside  source. 

A  very  humiliating  position  for  those  members 
of  the  Council  who  have  prevented  their  expert 
colleagues  from  organizing  the  Council's  clerical 
work,  without  financial  expenditure,  as  their 
past  record  for  organization  eminently  fits  them 
to  do. 

JOINT    NURSING    AND    MIDWIVES 
COUNCIL    FOR    NORTHERN    IRELAND. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  Council  was  held  in  the 
Conference  Room,  Scottish  Provident  Buildings, 
on  Tuesday  evening,  3rd  instant,  at  4.30  p.m. 
Members  present :  Col.  Dawson,  C.M.O.,  Chair- 
man ;  Miss  Curtin,  Miss  KeUy,  Miss  Musson,  Miss 
Tate  and  Dr.  Johnstone.  M.P.,  M.D. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Cathcart,  Acting  Secretary,  read  the 
correspondence,  also  letters  from  Nurses  in  regard 
to  Registration.  It  was  unanimously  resolved — 
That  Dr.  J.  R.  Johnstone,  M.P.,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S., 
be  appointed  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council,  also 
that  Miss  Bostock  be  appointed  temporary  Regis- 
trar for  a  period  of  six  months. 

All  the  Committees  having  been  duly  appointed, 
and  an  official  Seal  adopted,  the  meeting  adjourned. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

SISTER  TUTOR. 

The  Infirmary,  London  Road,  Coventry. — Miss  Mar- 
garet Cavill  has  been  appointed  Sister  Tutor.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Lambeth  Infirmary,  where  she  has 
held  the  position  of  Sister.  She  has  also  had  experience 
of  Infectious  Nursing  as  Day  and  Night  Sister,  and  has 
been  Sister  in  Queen  Alexandra's  Military  Nursing 
Service  Reserve,  serving  at  home  and  abroad,  PupU 
Housekeeper  at  King's  College,  S.E.,  Administrative 
Holiday  Sister  at  Lambeth  Infirmary,  and  Home 
Sister  at  the  Kingston  and  District  Hospital. 
SISTER. 

Metropolitan  Hospital,  Kingsland  Road,  E. — ^Miss  A. 
Loveliss  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  Hants  County  Hospital,  Winchester, 
where  she  held  the  position  of  Staff  Nurse  in  the 
Massage  Department.  She  has  also  been  Ward  Sister 
at  the  British  Hospital,  Nice,  France,  and  holds  the 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  and  is  a 
certified  masseuse. 

TERRITORIAL  ARMY    NURSING   SERVICE. 

Miss  M.  Steuart  Donaldson,  R.R.C.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Principal  Matron  of  the  Fourth  Scottish 
General  Hospital,  T.A.N. S.,  in  succession  to  Miss  J. 
Melrose,  R.R.C. 
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LEGAL    MATTERS. 

Six  Months'  Hard  Labour  Richly  Deserved. 

Some  further  details  of  the  career  of  Evelyn 
Robinson,  aged  25,  who,  as  we  stated  last  week, 
was  charged  at  Westminster  Police  Court  with 
thefts,  and  with  collecting  money  without  a 
permit,  were  given  on  October  4th,  when  she 
appeared  on  remand.  Detective-Sergeant  Frank 
Smith  stated  that  she  first  came  under  the  notice 
of  the  police  in  191 8  when  she  was  posing  as  a 
V.A.D.  nurse.  She  was  bound  over  for  theft  on 
three  different  occasions  at  three  different  courts. 
She  had  undergone  four  months  for  a  watch 
robbery  at  Brighton.  She  often  wore  nurses' 
uniform  with  decorations.  On  one  occasion  when 
she  was  ostensibly  collecting  for  the  West  London 
Hospital  she  was  taken  there  and  £5  was  found  in 
her  box,  which  was  obtained  in  a  false  name  and 
address.  She  was  not  prosecuted  on  that  occasion. 
She  attempted  to  obtain  attache  cases  from 
officials  at  Waterloo  Station  by  fraudulent  repre- 
sentations. In  February,  as  a  nurse,  she  obtained 
the  confidence  of  a  family  and  deceived  a  porter 
by  a  trick,  and  so  obtained  luggage  from  the 
Regent  Palace  Hotel. 

Mr.  Chapman  sentenced  her  to  six  months'  hard 
labour,  remarking  that  there  could  scarcely  be  a 
worse  history. 


On  a  charge  of  stealing  a  marked  half-crown 
belonging  to  the  Hospitals  of  London  Combined 
Appeal,  Edith  Woodward,  of  Queen's  Gate,  South 
Kensington,  appeared  at  Bow  Street  last  week. 
She  was  remanded  until  October  nth,  bail  in  ;^50 
being  allowed. 

We  fear  the  street  collections  for  charities  are 
open  to  much  abuse,  especially  if  boxes  are  issued 
by  the  organisers  to  people  who  "  look  respectable," 
without  investigation,  as  was  stated  last  week  in 
the  case  of  Evelyn  Robinson. 


THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

We  note  that  medical  men  have  of  late  left  most 
generous  bequests  to  the  hospitals  to  which  they 
have  been  attached. 


Over  ;^i 6,000  has  been  bequeathed  to  Edinburgh 
institutions  by  the  late  Sir  James  Affleck,  M.D. 

To  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh,  where  a 
large  part  of  his  life  work  was  done,  a  legacy  is  left 
for  a  bed  to  be  named  the  Affleck  Bed,  in  memory 
of  members  of  his  family  and  himself,  and  ;^2,ooo 
is  left  to  the  nursing  department  of  the  infirmary. 


Dr.  Matthew  Mitchell  Bird,  of  Margate,  and 
formerly  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  W., 
left  ;^i  1,100  1 6s.  3d. 

He  gives  ;^ioo  to  his  executor,  ;^ioo  to  Miss  Mary- 
Lucas,  housekeeper  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  and  the 
residue  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  for  general  purposes. 


THE    ''ECLIPSE"    GLOVE. 

We  desire  to  direct  very  special 
attention  to  the  "  Eclipse " 
Glove,  a  most  useful  glove  to 
nurses  for  use  when  performing 
many  special  nursing  duties,  as 
well  as  for  household  purposes. 
The  "  Eclipse  "  Gloves  are  made 
of  red  rubber  of  the  finest 
(]uality,  and  are  seamless  with 
wide  or  narrow  wrists  and  in 
t  ^^^^^^w  standard  sizes  from  6-10.  The 
I^^^^^^^^Hf  '  fact  that  they  can  be  sterilised 
in  boUing  water,  or  with  antisep- 
tics, without  injury  to  the  rubber, 
will  commend  them  to  our 
readers.  Further,  they  are  sup- 
ple, easily  put  on,  of  high 
meclianical  strength,  and  a  velvety  finish,  making 
them  a  highly  desirable  possession  for  any  nurse. 
The  gloves  bear  the  trade-mark,  "  The  Eclipse 
Glove,"  and  when  purchasing  "  Eclipse  "  Gloves 
care  should  be  taken  to  see  that  it  is  there. 
We  ffeel  sure  that  a  trial  will  prove  eminently 
satisfactory  and  lead  to  regular  use  of  this 
efficient  hand  protector. 


OUTSIDE    THE    GATES. 

A  message  from  the  United  States  states  that 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Felton  has  been  appointed  to  succeed 
the  late  Mr.  Tom  Watson  as  Senator.  She  is  the 
first  woman  so  honoured. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

October  12th. — Central  Midwives'  Board.  Monthly 
Meeting. 

October  14th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  "  Not  Forgotten." 
The  Domestic  Staff  will  entertain  the  Gentlemen 
from  St.  Dunstan's.     6  to  10  p.m. 

October  16th  to  x8th. — National  Milk  Conference. 
Council  Chamber,  Guildhall,  London,  E.C.  10  to  i 
and  2.30  to  5.30  each  day.  President,  Rt.  Hon. 
Viscount  Astor. 

October  18th. — St.  Luke's  Day.  Meeting  and 
service,  C.M.S.  House,  Salisbury  Square,  3  p.m. 
Special  Medical  Mission  Service,  St.  Bride's 
Church,  Fleet  Street,  E.C,  7.3c  p.m.  Nurses 
invited. 

October  21st. — The  Matrons'  Council.  Meeting. 
Elizabeth  Garrett  Anderson  Hospital  for  Women, 
Euston  Road.  3  p.m.  Tea  4.30  p.m.  Address  by 
Miss  Beatrice  Harraden  on  her  "  Trip  to  Poland," 
and  Music. 

October  lyth. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  Monthly  Meeting.  Ministry 
of  Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.  i.     2.30  p.m. 


The  splendid  total  of  ^^85 6  3s.  3d.  has  been  paid 
over  to  the  Swindon  Victoria  Hospital  as  the 
result  of  the  annual  fete  held  in  the  Town  Gardens. 


WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

The  most  conservative  thing  in  the  world  is 
the  mind  of  the  natural  man. — Lady  Frances 
Balfour. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

Sister  Tutors'  Training. 

Miss  Jean  Jacomb  writes  : — "  I  should  be  glad 
if  you  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  the 
training  required  of  Sister- Jutors.  Is  there  any 
particular  course  I  could  take  in  London  before 
applying  for  such  a  post  ?  I  am  a  Registered 
Nurse  and  hold  the  C.M.B.  Certificate."  [We 
advise  our  correspondent  to  write  to  the  Dean  of 
King's  College  for  Women,  Campden  Hill-Road, 
London,  W.8.1 

Scrapping  the  Syllabus  of  General  Training. 

A  Batch  of  Pros. — "  We  read  with  alarm  in 
this  Infirmary  that  we  Probationers  in  training 
— admitted  with  the  assurance  that  we  were  to 
be  trained  under  the  Syllabus  approved  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council — are,  after  all,  working 
under  a  delusion,  and  we  have  no  security  beyond 
the  word  of  the  Matron  that  we  shall  be  taught 
according  to  its  provisions.  Surely  if  the  Minister 
of  Health  is  going  to  turn  down  the  Syllabus  for 
us  General  Nurses,  we  have  every  right  to  send 
in  our  resignations  without  breach  of  contract. 
It  seems  abominably  unfair  to  all  concerned,  and 
surely  the  General  Nursing  Council  will  not  be 
dictated  to  by  Lady  Hobhouse  (who  only  knows 
about  the  training  of  cottage  and  village  nurses), 
two  doctors  and  the  Matron  of  a  small  country 
Poor  Law  Workhouse  Infirmary  !  Why  did  not 
the  Matrons  of  the  large  hospitals  and  infirmaries 
on  the  Council  speak  up  and  defend  our  rights 
under  the  Act,  after  drafting  and  working  on  the 
Syllabus  for  months  ?  Is  it  any  wonder  educated 
^  young  women  are  more  and  more  avoiding  nursing 
as  a  profession  ?  At  few  of  the  leading  hospitals 
even  in  London,  is  there  a  sufficient  supply  of  the 
right  sort,  as  there  used  to  be  in  the  past.  We 
thank  you  for  strongly  opposing  the  proposal  to 
'  scrap  the  Syllabus  '  at  the  last  Council  Meeting, 
for  that  is  what  was  done — in  spite  of  sophistry. 
And  why  are  we  General  Nurses  to  be  dictated  to 
by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  a  Fever  Hos- 
pital ?  What  does  he  know  of  modern  General 
Nursing  education  ?  Very  little,  to  judge  from 
the  unjust  Rule  qa  which  he  was  largely 
responsible  for  thrusting  upon  us  ;  also  depriving 
us  of  a  Matron's  signature  on  our  Registration 
Certificates,  and  now  actually  proposing  that  we 
shall  have  no  guide  to  our  three  years'  training, 
and  continue  to  wander  in  the  wilderness  of  Rule 
of  Thumb,  whilst  '  specialists  '  (Fever  Nurses,  &c.) 
wiU  be  provided  with  efficient  educational  guides. 
Either  by  affiliation  the  inefficient  institutions 
must  be  hauled  up  to  an  efficient  system,  or  the 
larger  and  complete  schools  dragged  down — as  we 
gather  any  nurse  who  passes  the  examination  at 


the  end  of  three  years  is  to  rank  as  efficient,  whether 
she  has  been  instructed  efficiently  or  not.  Are  we 
to  gather  from  I^ady  Hobhouse  Sc  Co.  that  prescribed 
training  is  unnecessary  ?  This  comes  of  removing 
nursing  experts  from  the  Education  Committee  and 
substituting  the  laity  and  medical  autocrats. 
Until  justice  is  done  in  this  particular  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  no  woman  with  an  ounce  of 
self-respect  and  common-sense  should  apply  for 
training  in  any  hospital  whatever.  This  is  the 
only  logical  method  of  expressing  our  demand  for 
prescribed  training  and  professional  education  in 
the  so-called  Training  Schools." 

[We  share  the  indignation  of  our  correspondents, 
without  prescribed  training  and  teaching  examina- 
tion is  a  farce. — Ed.] 

No  Means  to  Make  Life  Tolerable. 

"  One  who  is  Interested  writes  :  "  Having  read 
the  paragraph  in  the  last  issue  of  the  B.J.N. 
referring  to  the  John  Howard  Homes,  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  how  a  nurse  could  manage 
to  live  on  ;^39  a  year,  and  provide  herself  with 
clothing,  laundry,  stationery,  and  other  minor 
necessaries,  as  well  as  food,  fire  and  light.  No 
doubt  the  donor  intended  that  the  nurses  occupying 
the  Homes  should  live  in  reasonable  comfort, 
which  would  scarcely  be  possible  with  a  weekly 
income  of  15s.  Such  homes  would  be  a  boon  to 
a  nurse  with  an  income  of  anything  from  ;^50  to 
;^ioo,  but  I  fail  to  see  the  advantage  of  living, 
even  in  the  nicest  house,  without  means  to  make 
life    tolerable." 

"  Let  the  Shoppies  have  a  Turn." 

A  Self-supporting  Nurse  writes  : — "  More  ex- 
ploitation of  the  Nursing  Profession  !  Miss  C. 
May  Beeman — the  higlily-paid  professional  or- 
ganiser of  charity  functions — -is  advertising  that 
Victory  Ball  V.  to  be  held  at  the  Royal  Albert 
Hall  in  November  is  in  support  of  the  Nation's 
Fund  for  Nurses  !  Why  not  for  Shop  Girls,  as 
they  are  eligible  for  membership  of  the  Nation's 
Fund  for  Nurses  Cowdray  Club,  Cavendish 
Square  ?  Why  are  Professional  Nurses  to  be 
always  used  as  the  decoy  duck  by  this  climbing 
crowd   of   society   people  ?     Let   the   '  Shoppies  ' 

"  have  a  turn." 

•  ■  — 

WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 

England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N.W. 

Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

October  21st. — Describe  the  preparation  of  the 
patient,  after  treatment,  and  nursing,  of  a  case 
of  Haemorrhoids. 

October  28th. — What  are  the  four  principal 
causes  of  maternal  mortality  in  order  of  import- 
ance, and  how  can  they  be  prevented  ? 
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THe   Mid^rife. 


CHILD    WELFARE    DIRECTORY. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  gives  the  following 
useful  information  : — 

Centr.\i.  Midwivks'  Board. — The  following  is 
a  list  of  the  London  institutions,  homes  and  mid- 
wives  at  which,  and  under  whom,  pupil  midwives 
may  be  trained  under  the  rules  of  the  Board.  The 
Poor  Law  Institutions  are  not  included  in  this 
list. 

Institutions. 

British  Hospital  for  Mothers  and  Babies,  Wood 
Street,  Woolwich,  S.E.18. 

City  of  London  Maternity  Hospital,  City  Road, 
E.C.I. 

Clapham  Maternity  Hospital,  39-43,  Jeffreys  Road, 
Clapham,   S.W.4. 

East  End  Mothers'  Home,  394-396,  Commercial 
Road,  E.I. 

Elizabeth  Garrett  Anderson  Hospital,  144,  Euston 
Road,  N.W.I. 

General  Lying-in  Hospital,  York  Road,  Lambeth, 
S.E.I. 

Guy's  Trained  Nurses'  Institution,  14,  St.  Thomas' 
Street,   S.E.i. 

London  Hospital,   Whitechapel,   E.i. 

Middlesex  Hospital,  Mortimer  Street,  W.i. 

Queen  Charlotte's  Lying-in  Hospital,  Marylebone 
Road,  N.W.I. 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Smithfield,  E.C.i. 

St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  Lambeth,  S.E.i. 

University  College  Hospital,   Gower  Street,  W.C.i. 

Woolwich  Military  Families'  Hospital,  Woolwich, 
S.E.18. 

Battersea  Borough  Maternity  Hospital,  20,  Boling- 
broke  Grove,  Wandsworth  Common,  S.W.ii  (Charlotte 
Dickson,  No.   36758). 

Fulham  Municipal  Maternity  Home,  706,  Fulham 
Road,  S.W.6  (Maud  Amelia  Bustard,  No.  44007). 

Jewish  Maternity  District  Nursing  Society,  24, 
Underwood  Street,  Whitechapel,  E.i  (Rosa  Cohen, 
No.  38544). 

King's  College  Hospital,  Denmark  Hill,  London, 
S.E.5  (Maud  Ethel  Catherwood,  No.  42O47). 

Lock  Hospital,  Harrow  Road,  W.2  (Louisa  Ashby, 
No.   40684). 

Maternity  Nursing  Association,  63,  Myddelton 
Square,  E.C.i  (Mary  Hawkins,  No.  3301O). 

Nursing  Sisters  of  St.  John  the  Divine,  District 
Home,  I,  Bow  Lane,  Poplar,  E.14  (Maude  Beatrice 
Welch,  No.  102). 

Ormond  Home  for  Nurses,  155,  King's  Road,  Chelsea, 
S.W.3  (Elizabeth  Phoebe  Hughes,  No.  26163). 

Parkside  Maternity  Hospital,  Ravenscourt  Park, 
Hammersmith,  W.6  (Annie  Brownlie  Edington,  No. 
28617). 

Queen  Mary's  Hospital  for  the  East  End,  Stratford, 
E.15  (Frances  Emily  Eager,  No.  51573). 

Queen  Mary's  Maternity  Home,  Cedar  Lawn, 
Hampstead,     N.W.3     (Jane    Carnegie    Wishart,     No. 

29243)- 

Salvation  Army  Mothers'  Hospital,  Lower  Clapton 
Road,  E.5  (Miriam  Castle,  No.  5145). 

Wandsworth  Borough  Maternity  Home,  Park  Hill, 
Upper    Tooting,    S.W.17    (Edith    Elizabeth    Waring, 


No.  43605  ;   and  Emma  Tarry,  No.  33233,  13,  Mantilla 
Road,   Tooting,  S.W.17,  for  district  work). 

Midwives. 

Owens,  Annie  Katherine  (No.  11732),  i  and  3,  Maiden 
Crescent,  N.W.i. 

Rowden,  Hannah  (No.  11933),  Pemberton  Nursing 
Institute,  36,  St.  John's  Park,  Upper  Holloway,  N.19. 

Berry,  Clara  (No.  155 18),  33,  Christchurch  Street, 
E.   Greenwich,   S.E.io.  • 

Ledbrook,  Rose  Louise  (No.  28380),  10,  Devonshire 
Road,   South  Lambeth,   S.W.8. 

Daniel,  Sophia  (No.  9123),  630,  Fulham  Road,  S.W.6. 

Bryce,  Wilhelmina  Anne  (No.  4816),  41,  Parson's 
Green,  and  Fulham  Midwifery  School,  211,  New  King's 
Road,  Fulham,  S.W.6. 

Driver,  Johanna  May  (No.  38559),  30,  Surrey  Square, 
Old  Kent  Road,   S.E.5. 

Ewbank,  Florence  Louisa  Anne  (No.  13276),  Willes- 
den  Institution,  London,  N.W.io. 

French,  Margaret  (No.  25284),  59,  Loughborough 
Park,   Stockwell,   London,   S.W.9. 

Rossi,  Madeline  Emily  (No.  21972),  116,  Vauxhall 
Bridge  Road,   S.W.i. 

Summerbell,  Helena  Gertrude  (No.  37367),  i, 
Kennington  Park  Place,  S.E.i  i. 

Lee,  Louisa  Mary  (No.  4292),  150,  Antill  Road, 
Eow,  E.3. 

Barron,  Dorothy  (No.  48250),  40,  Pellatt  Grove, 
Wood  Green,  N.i. 

Blakiston,  Margaret  (No.  46362),  83,  East  Dulwich 
Grove,   S.E.22. 

Macdonald,  Catherine  Agnes  (No.  30669),  17, 
Balcombe   Street,   N.W.i. 

Redgate,  Maryanne  Williams  (No.  34269),  8,  Devon- 
shire Road,  South  Lambeth,  S.W.8. 

Montrose,  Caroline  (No.  47721),  224,  High  Road, 
Lee,   S.E.13. 

CENTRAL    MIDWIVES    BOARD. 


Examination   Questions. 
The    following    are    the    questions    set    at    the 
Examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  on 
October  2nd,   1922  : — 

1.  Describe  the  Afterbirth  at  term.  Of  what  is 
it  composed,  and  what  are  its  functions  ? 

2.  What  is  the  significance  of  albumen  in  the 
urine  of  a  pregnant  woman  ?  How  would  you 
discover  its  presence,  and,  if  found,  what  is  your 
duty  ? 

3.  Describe  the  means  to  be  adopted  in  the 
management  of  the  Second  Stage  of  labour  in 
order  to  avoid  (a)  Perineal  Rupture,  and  [b)  Infec- 
tion of  the  mother. 

4.  A  woman,  at  the  beginning  of  labour,  has 
a  severe  haemorrhage.  What  are  the  possible 
causes,  and  what  would  you  do  pending  the  arrival 
of  a  doctor  ? 

5.  What  signs  in  the  infant  would  make  you 
think  that  it  had  received  injury  during  birth  ? 

6.  What  are  the  chief  items  to  be  entered  in 
your  Register  of  Cases  ?  What  is  the  importance 
of  keeping  the  Register  properly  ? 
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EX-SERVICE   MEN    AS   PAUPER   LUNATICS. 

During-  the  Great  War,  when  the  world  was 
thrilled'  with  the  heroism  of  our  soldiers,  who 
by  discipline,  fortitude,  and  with  splendid 
courag^e  endured  to  the  extreme  limit  of  en- 
durance, and  achieved  what  was  well  nig-h 
impossible,  we  heard  much  of  makings  this 
country  one  fit  for  these  heroes  to  live  in  on 
their  return. 

Four  years  have  well  nig-h  passed  since  the 
bells  rang  out  to  celebrate  the  declaration  of 
the  Armistice,  years  in  which  have  been 
divuJg-ed  the  trag-ic  histories  of  many  of  the 
men  broken  in  the  war.  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
in  many  instances  mind  as  well  as  body  has 
given  way  under  the  strain  ?  I  si  it  not  a  first  duty 
of  the  nation  that  men  who  have  so  suffered 
in  its  service  should  be  treated  with  all  honour? 

Yet,  on  September  30th,  some  750  ex-Service 
men  in  lunatic  asylums  were  handed  over  from 
the  care  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  to  the  care 
of  Poor  Law  Guardians,  on  the  g^round  that 
their  condition  was  "  non-attributable  to  their 
service  with  the  Forces."  What  are  we  to 
understand  by  that?  Were  men  who  were 
insane  passed  for  war  service?  If  not,  even 
supposing  that  their  previous.,  or  family, 
history  showed  a  tendency  to  mental  disease, 
and  as  a  result  of  the  strain  on  their  nervous 
systems  such  disease  developed  subsequently, 
surely  they  should  be  a  charg-e  on  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions  and  not  be  stig-matised  as  pauper 
lunatics.  Whether  they  are  cared  for  by  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions  or  the  Guardians,  the 
country  has  to  pay  for  their  maintenance, 
through  taxes  on  the  one  hand,  through  the 
rates  on  the  other. 

Incidentally,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  word 
*"*  i>auiper  "  should  be  abolished  in  connection 


with  all  whom  sickness  has  rendered  destitute 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  and  it  is  par- 
ticularly offensive  when  applied  to  ex-Servioe 
men.  The  words  "  lunatic  asylum  "  and 
"  lunatic  "  are  also  words  which  should  be 
consigned  to  oblivion  as  unscientific  terms,  and 
' '  mental  hospital ' '  and  ' '  patient  suffering 
from  mental  disease"  substituted.  The  word 
"  asylum  "  simply  indicates  a  place  where 
patients  are  housed  under  care,  whereas  "  hos- 
pital "  indicates  remedial  treatment. 

We  sympathise  with  the  Southwark  Board  of 
Guardians,  who  recently  decided  not  to  pay  for 
the  maintenance  of  any  ex-soldiers  in  mental 
hospitals  whose  maintenance  was  transferred 
to  the  Guardians  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 
One  member  said  that  sooner  than  pay  this 
maintenance  he  would  be  pleased  to  go  to 
Brixton  Prison,  and  the  Chairman  remarked 
that  they  would  all  go  together.  If  all  Boards 
of  Guardians  show  a  like  spirit,  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  can  scarcely  persist  in  this  intolerable 
decision. 

Mrs.  Ayrton  Gould,  Organising  Secretary 
of  the  National  Council  for  Lunacy  Reform,  and 
Mr.  Ian  Macpherson,  Minister  of  Pensions, 
have  been  crossing  swords  in  the  Times  on  this 
matter,  but  we  see  nothing  in  the  letter  of  the 
Minister  of  Pensions  to  justify  his  action. 

A  deputation  from  the  British  Legion,  who 
interviewed  Mr.  Macpherson  on  this  subject, 
regarded  his  attitude  as  so  unsatisfactory  that 
they  are  appealing  to  the  Prime  Minister.  We 
hope  that  if  they  do  not  receive  the  assurance 
they  dtesire  from  the  Prime  Minister  that  the 
matter  is  one  which  will  be  carried  to  the  poUs 
at  the  General'  Election,  which  cannot  be  far 
distant.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  electors 
will  permit  ex-soldiers,  by  reason  of  whose 
valour  they  enjoy  their  present  freedom,  to  be 
subjectedi  to  the  ignominy  of  being  branded'  as 
pauper  lunatics. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


DbSCRiBB    THE     PREPARATION     OF     THE     PATIENT. 

AFTER     TREATMENT.     AND     NURSINQ.     OF     A     CASE 

OF    H/EMORRHOIDS. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding"  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  G.  E.  Weeks,  Northern  Hospital, 
Winchmore  Hill. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Operations  on  the  rectum  present  an  unusual 
risk  of  septic  infection,  and  hence  g^reat  care 
must  be  taken  in  the  preparation  of  these  cases. 
It   is   essential   that    the  rectum   and  colon 
should  be  emptied  completely  beford  the  opera- 
tion, as  the  bowels  must  be  confined  for  three 
or  four  days  subsequently   in   order  to  avoid 
soiling-    the    wound.       Hence,     owing-    to    its 
astringent    properties,    castor   oil    is   the   best 
aperient  in  these  cases^  and  a  full  dose  should 
be  administered  twelve  hours  before  the  opera- 
tion ;  soap  and  water  enema  is  g-iven  two  hours 
before  the  operation,   and  is  in  turn  followed 
up  by  a  rectal  wash-out  of  saline  or  boric  lotion. 
It   is   important   to  see   that  the   rectum    is 
thoroughly  emptied  after  the  wash-out,  for  any 
residue  left  may  be  discharged  from  the  rectum 
during-  the  operation  and  infect  the  operative 
area.     If  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  rectum 
being-  empty,  a  larg-e-^bored  rectal'  tube  should 
be  passed  just  before  the  operation   in  order 
to  ensure  the  dischargee  of  any  residual  fluid. 
On  the  evenings  before  the  operation  the  parts 
about  the  anus  should  be  shaved,  well  washed, 
and,     if    necessary,     an    antiseptic    compress 
should  be  applied. 

After  Treatment. — Pain  is  often  severe  after 
rectal  operation,  and  to  alleviate  this  the  sur- 
g-eon  usually  introduces  a  half-g-rain  morphia 
supipository  into  the  rectum  at  the  termination 
of  the  operation.  On  the  day  of  the  operation 
another  small  hypwdiermic  injection  of  morphia 
may  be  required  in  addition,  in  order  to  relieve 
pain. 

On  the  third  or  fourth  day,  as  may  be  ordered 
by  the  surg-eon,  ^'i  of  castor  oil;  sixth  day, 
largfe  enema  Ol  Olivae  and  castor  oil  in  morning-. 
In  the  early  stag-es,  heat  in  the  form  of  hot- 
water  bottles  applied  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
sacrum  is  often  very  efficacious  in  relieving- 
pain. 

Diet. — In  order  to  rest  the  rectum,  the 
patient  is  kept  on  a  low  diet  until  the  bowels 
are  moved,  and,  althoug"h  it  is  customary  to 
give  no  solid  food  before  the  third  day,  no  harm 
comes  from  g-ivingffish,  bread,  jellies,  &c.  Milk 
is  inadvisalble,  as  it  tends  to  form  hard, 
scybalous  masses  in  the  rectum,  and  in  many 
cases  gfives  rise  to  flatulence. 


Until  the  wounds  have  healed,  the  bowels 
are  kept  acting  loosely  by  the  administration 
of  Pil  Colocynth  CO  g-r.  iv  to  g-r.  viii  at  night, 
followed  by  a  saline  draught  in  the  morning-, 
and  constipation  is  to  be  carefully  avoided. 

Dressings. — The  parts  should  be  kept  as 
dry  as  possible  by  powdering-  with  starch  and 
iodoform  powder;  and  after  defecation  they 
should  be  washed  with  Lysol  lotion  (3ss  to 
the  pint),  carefully  dried,  powdered  with 
boracic  powder,  and  then  covered  with  a  sterile 
dressing-. 

Complications. — The  nurse  should  try  to 
guard  ag-ainst  all  complications,  and  be  ever  on 
the  watch  for  them,  such  as  retention  of  urine. 

Convalescence. — The  patient  is  usually  con- 
fined to  bed  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  fortnig-ht  he  is  able  to  walk  about. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  E.  E.  Fowler,  Miss 
Rachel  Dodd,  Miss  M.  James,  and  Miss  P. 
Thomson. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  are  the  four  principal  causes  of 
maternal  mortality  in  order  of  importance,  and 
how  can  they  be  prevented? 


ANTI-TOXIN    IN   DIPHTHERIA. 

The  Ministry  of  Health,  in  a  Memorandum 
issued  as  a  White  Paper,  points  out,  in  con- 
nection with  the  hig^h  incidence  of  diphtheria, 
that  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that 
early  administration  of  antitoxin  not  only  re- 
duces the  mortality,  but  causes  the  disease  to 
run  a  milder  and   shorter  course.      It  further 
points  out  that  the  decision  as  to  what  con- 
stitutes a  case  of  clinical  diphtheria  naturally 
rests    with    the    individual    practitioner,    and 
bacteriological  evidence  may   be  essential   for 
a  final   diagTiosis.      But  once   the  decision    is 
made  on  clinical  grounds  that  the  case  is  one 
of  diphtheria,  antitoxin  should  be  given  forth- 
with   Avithout    waiting   for   the    report   of    the 
bacteriological    examination.       On    the    other 
hand,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  presence  of  the 
diphtheria  bacillus  in  the  throat  or  nose  of  a 
person  not  presenting  local  signs  or  symptoms 
of  diphtheria  is  not  necessarily  an   indication 
for  the  administration  of  antitoxin.     There  is 
no  evidence  that  antitoxin   has  any   effect   in 
causing  the  disappearance  of  diphtheria  bacilli 
from    a   chronic   carrier.      Persistent   carriers, 
however,  very  frequently  suffer  from  abnormal 
conditions   of   the    nosie    or    throat,    requiring 
special  examination  and  treatment. 
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NURSING    bCHOES. 


The  Matrons'  Council  Meeting  on  Saturday, 
October  21st,  promises  to  be  a  delightful 
gathering.  We  all  know  what  a  very  kind 
hostess  will  welcome  the  members  in  Miss 
Reynolds  Hale,  the  very  popular  Matron  of  the 
Elizabeth  Garrett  Anderson  Hospital. 


Princess  Mary,  Viscountess  Lasoelles,  has 
consented  to  become  President  of  the  Shore- 
ditch  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 


Sister  Colley  has  been  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  Princess  Mary's  Infants'  Ward  at 
the  Leeds  General  Infirmary. 

White,  pink,  and  pale  green  are  the  pre- 
dominant tones  in  the  new  ward,  the  little 
white  enamelled  cots  bearing  tiny  pink  eider- 
downs in  washable  satin.  Pink  flowers  every- 
where, and  a  restful  green  floor,  make  up  a 
charming  picture,  with  plentiful  light  pouring 
in  through  big  windows  facing  due  south. 


W^estminster  Guardians  propose  to  provide 
cubicles  for  seventy  nurses  at  the  Fulham,  Road 
Infirmary,  costing  £2^,000,  roughly  £^57  each. 


A  special  effort  is  to  be  made  in  the  early 
part  of  next  year  by  the  nursing  staff  of  Leeds 
General  Infirmary  with  the  object  of  raising 
funds  for  the  Nurses'  Home. 

At  least  fifty  or  sixty  bedrooms  are  badly 
needed,  and  the  suggestion  is  that  by  abolish- 
ing three  old  cottages  situated  in  the  Infirmary 
grounds,  and  known  ais  "  Sunnybank  Terrace," 
•  an  eastern  wing  could  be  added  to  the  Home 
to  correspond  with  the  existing  wing  on  the 
western  side  of  the  building. 

The  accommodation  of  the  cottages  is  already 
fully  taxed  and,  moreover,  a  number  of  nurses 
are  required  to  sleep  in  a  private  residence 
acquired  by  the  Infirmary  two  years  ago. 

The  effort  will  take  the  form  of  a  bazaar,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  nursing  staff  of  this  great 
institution  will  receive  the  generous  support 
of  the  citizens  of  Leeds  and  district. 

Materials  or  articles  of  any  kind, 'or  dona- 
tions in  money,  will  be  received  with  thanks  at 
the  Infirmary. 

The  effort  is  entirely  on  behalf  of  the  nursing 
staff  of  the  Infirmary,  which  has  been  greatly 
increased  during  the  past  few  years,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  public  support  will  enable  them  to 
make  the  necessary  extensions  to  their  Home. 


The  Nursing  Staff  and  their  friends  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Nottingham,  are  also  busy 
preparing  for  a  bazaar  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  funds  for  furnishing  the  Nurses'  new 
Home.  Any  communication  on  the  subject 
should  be  sent  to  Captain  A.  S.  Bright,  i, 
Pepper  Street,   Nottingham. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  Sale  organised 
by  the  nurses  in  support  of  the  Extension  Fur- 
nishing Fund  of  the  Scottish  Nurses'  Club, 
205,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow,  resulted  in  the 
handsome  profit  of  ;£420.  All  concerned  are 
to  be  heartily  congratulated.  Nothing  like 
self-help. 

There  is  a  new  epidemic  of  small-pox — 
upwards  of  forty  cases — in  Derbyshire.  We 
hope  district  nurses  will  use  all  their  influences 
to  instruct  ignorant  parents  in  the  value  and 
protection  of  vaccination. 


As  at  present  managed,  we  have  never  been 
greatly  impressed  by  County  Nursing  Associa- 
tions, because  they  have  been  content  with 
insufficient  training  for  their  staffs,  muddling 
up  midwifery  with  skilled  nursing,  and  poor 
pay  !  And  now  that  we  are  being  heavily 
taxed,  so  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  can  give 
away  large  sums  of  State  funds  in  support  of 
such  organisations,  it  is  most  necessary  that 
the  poor  have  a  good  return  for  our  money. 
Mrs.  Russell  Coleman,  the  President  of  the 
Norfolk  and  Norwich  Nursing  Federation, 
speaking  at  a  meeting  recently,  said  they 
wanted  the  hospitals  to  realise  the  importance 
of  the  work  of  such  Associations.  Many  cases 
were  sent  out  of  hospital  before  they  were  ready 
to  leave,  because  beds  were  required  for  more 
acute  cases,  and,  in  the  interest  of  economy, 
the  authorities  which  were  dealing  with  Public 
Health  matters  should  work  together  and 
co-ordinate  the  work.  This  is  very  necessary, 
and  no  doubt  in  tinle  hospitals  will  rank  as  an 
indispensable  department  of  a  Public  Health 
service  and  be  recognised  as  such,  and  will  be 
able  to  hand  over  patients  to  thoroughly 
efficient  district  nurses  of  Queen's  Nurses 
standard.  The  semi-trained,  cheap  practitioner 
must  go,  and  the  efficient,  sufficiently  paid 
nurse  take  her  place,  if  public  money  is  to  be 
used  in  her  support.  Charity  is  one  thing — 
State  support  another.  At  present  the  control 
of  expenditure  is  in  the  hands  of  irresponsible 
persons,  an  indefensible  arrangement  for  any 
State  Department  to  recognise. 
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We  note  that  the  Nursing  Mirror  attributes 
a  leng-thy  speech  to  Miss  Steele — which  she 
never  made — in  reporting-  the  disicussion  on  the 
prescribedi  scheme  for  the  Constitution  .of 
the  new  Council  at  the  recent  meeting-  of  the 
General  Nursings  Council.  Miss  Steele  said 
half-a-dozen  words  in  support  of  makings 
Matrons  eligfible  for  the  live  seats  secured  to 
nurses.  As  approved,  the  scheme  secures  six 
seats  to  past  or  present  Matrons  of  g^eneral 
hospitals  or  infirmaries,  five  seats  to  nurses 
who  are  not  and  have  not  been  Matrons,  two 
seats  to  male  nurses,  and  leaves  three  seats  to 
Matrons  or  nurses  of  special  hospitals  as  the 
electorate  prefers. 

Personally,  upon  reconsideration,  we  believe 
the  plan  adopted  by  the  Scottish  Council  much 
the  most  democratic  and  sensible.  Power  is 
gfiven  to  the  whole  body  of  Regfisteredi  Nurses 
to  elect  whom  they  choose  from  the  candidates 
nominated.  Thus  the  nurses'  representatives 
represent  the  whole  profession,  and  not  sections 
of  it,  with  axes  to  grind,  as  at  present.  We 
fear,  however,  it  is  now  too  late  to  adopt  this 
liberal  plan. 

THE  G.N.C.  ELECTION. 

The  managfers  of  the  Collegfe  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  are  out  to  stalmpede  the  election  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Reg^istered  Nurses  on 
the  General  Nursing"  Council,  for  which  pur- 
pose Rule  9  (a)  was  drafted  outside  the 
Council,  gfivingf  preferential  treatment  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Collegfe,  and  by  the  omission  of  the 
word  "certified"  actually  permittingf  themi  to 
regfister  upon  uncertified'  certificates,  whilst  all 
other  applicants  are  compelled  to  furnish  either 
the  original  or  a  certified  copy  of  their 
certificates. 

We  do  not  blame  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
members  for  thisi  g-ross  unfairness,  but  the 
Executive  officers  who  projected  it.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  aim  the  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Stanley, 
Treasurer,  will  take  the  chair  at  a  meeting"  at 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  London,  on  October 
2 1st,  to  consider  a  list  of  candidates  which  is 
beingf  put  forward  by  the  Collegfe,  the  Associa- 
tion of  Hospital'  Matrons,  and  the  Poor  Law 
Matrons'  Association. 

We  have  always  stated  that  the  gfovemors 
of  the  leadiing"  anti-reg-istration  hospitals  such 
as  St.  Thomas's  and  the  London  would  not 
object  to  State  Regfistration  of  Nursesi  so  long 
as  they  could  control  it.  This  they  hope  to  do 
tbroug-h  the  Collegfe  caucus  and  its  millionaire 
supporters. 

We  are  g-lad  to  learn  that  independent  candi- 
dates will  come  forward  for  election,  and  these 


candidates  will  appeal  to  the  electorate  as  con- 
sistent regfistrationists  who  demand  that  their 
Statutory  Council  shall  act  independently  of 
outside  influence,  and  encourage  professional 
self-g-ovemment  for  registered  nurses. 

NURSES' REGISTRATION  ACT  PROVIDES 

FOR"  PRESCRIBEDTRAINING  "  BEFORE 

EXAMINATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 

A  number  of  correspondents  ask  why  the  pro- 
visions of  their  Act,  which  make  *'  prescribed 
training-"  obligatory,  are  to  be  ignored,  and 
draw  attention  to  Section  3  (2)  (a  and  h)  of  the 
Act  referring  to  Rules.  This  Section  provides 
that  : — 

Rules  for  future  nurses  under  this  Section 
shall  contain  provisions  : — 

(a)  Requiring-  as  a  condition  of  the  admission 
of  any  person  to  the  Regfister  that  that  person 
shall  have  undergone  the  prescribed  training, 
and  shall  possess  the  prescribed  experience,  in 
the  nursing-  of  the  sick ;  and 

(b)  Requiring-  that  the  prescribed  training- 
shall  be  carried  out  either  in  an  institution  ap- 
proved by  the  Council  in  that  behalf,  or  in  th€i 
service  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Army  Council,  or 
the  Air  Council. 

There  is  no  ambiguity  about  these  clauses. 

(i)  Prescribed  training-  must  be  defined. 

(2)  Prescribed  experience  must  be  tested  by 
examination  as  provided  in  Subsection  (c)  3  (i). 

Rules  under  this  Section  must  be  approved 
by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  whole  educational  benefit  of  the  Act  is 
being-  rendered  null  and  void  by  the  Minister 
failing-  to  sigfn  the  Syllabus  of  General 
Training  unanimously  approved  by  the  General 
Nursing-  Council.  If  he  does  not  approve  of  it, 
the  Council  should  be  informed  in  what  par- 
ticular he  objects  to  it,  so  that  objections  can 
be  considered  by  the  Council. 

To  argue  that  "  prescribed  training"  "  is  not 
necessary  is  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Act.  _ 

GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

In  connection  with  the  election  of  members 
of  the  General  Nursing-  Council  for  Scotland, 
the  voting  papers  for  which  are  to  be  sent  out 
on  November  ist,  the  Council  desire  it  to  be 
known  that  while  their  first  Reigister  cannot 
be  published  until'  after  December  31st,  1922, 
a  List  of  the  Nurses  regfistered  to  6th  inst.  is 
now  available,  on  application  to  the  Regfistrar, 
at  a  published  price  of  £1  is. 
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THE   UNITED  WOMEN'S  INSURANCE 
SOCIETY. 

At  a  Special  General  Meeting  of  the  Trained 
Women  Nurses'  Friendly  Society,  by  259  votes 
to  3,  it  was  agreed  to  transfer  its  engagements 
under  the  National  Health  Insurance  Act  to  the 
United  Women's  Insurance  Society,  so  that  for 
the  future  the  address  will  be  at  439,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.,  instead  of  at  431. 

We  feel  sure  the  members  of  the  Trained  Women 
Nurses'  Friendly  Society  have  come  to  a  wise 
decision,  as  in  co-operation  with  other  insured 
women — some  60,000  already,  including  the 
members  of  the  Clerks'  and  Secretaries'  Society — 
much  more  generous  benefits  are  obtainable  than 
through  sectional  societies. 

Miss  Wright,  who  has  acted  as  Secretary  of  the 
T.W.N. F.S.,  is  a  senior  official  of  the  United 
Women's  Society,  so  that  the  nurses  will  have  the 
benefit  of  her  help  as  before. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss  Margaret  Breay, 
and  Miss  Fowler  were  nominated  at  the  Special 
Meeting  to  serve  on  the  Committee  of  the  United 
Women's  Society,  if  elected,  as  they  have  in  the 
past  taken  an  active  part  in  the  successful  manage- 
ment of  the  T.W.N.F.S.,  and  are  pleased  to  realise 
that  the  members  will  now  enjoy  so  many  addi- 
tional benefits  through  insurance. 

Trained  Nurses  and  employed  Midwives  should 
apply  for  information  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
United  Women's  Insurance  Society,  439,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.i.  No  society  is  in  a  financial 
position  to  give  better  insurance  returns. 


AFFILIATED    TRAINING. 

By  arrangement  between  the  authorities  of  the 
South  London  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children, 
Clapham  Common,  S.W.4,  and  the  authorities  of 
the  Westminster  Hospital,  an  agreement  has  been 
drawn  up  by  which  the  Westminster  Hospital 
undertakes  to  admit,  under  certain  conditions, 
probationers  from  the  South  London  Hospital 
who  are  well  recommended  by  their  Matron,  and 
who  have  completed  two  years'  training,  for  a 
further  period  of  two  years  to  complete  their 
qualification  for  a  general  certificate  signed  by 
both  hospitals,  by  which  they  shall  be  eligible 
for  application  to  the  Register. 

The  following  are  the  terms  of  the  agreement 
as  signed  by  the  authorities  of  both  hospitals  : — 

1.  The  Board  which  is  the  nursing  authority 
for  Westminster  Hospital  agrees  for  one  year  from 
the  arrival  of  the  first  nurses  for  training  as  herein- 
before provided  and  thenceforth  from  year  to 
year  to  take  six  nurses  annually  from  the  Women's 
Hospital  for  completion  at  Westminster  Hospital 
of  their  training  provided  that  such  nurses  are  sent 
two  at  a  time  at  intervals  of  four  months. 

2.  That  such  nurses  shall  be  received  and 
retained  subject  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
for  the  time  being  in  force  at  Westminster  Hospital 
and  also  to  the  following  Special  Regulations  : 

(a)  They  must  have  satisfactorily  completed 
^  two  years'  training  in  general  nursing  for  women 


and  children  in  the  wards  of  the  Women's 
Hospital  and  be  well  recommended  by  their 
Matron. 

(6)  They  must  serve  for  four  months  of  each 
year  on  night  duty  and  eight  months  on  day 
duty  as  and  when  required. 

(c)  They  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and 
emoluments  during  their  training  as  the  second 
year  nurses  at  the  Westminster  Hospital. 

{d)  They  shall  be  allowed  the  same  hours 
off  duty,  leave  of  absence,  and  holidays,  as  the 
nurses  of  Westminster  Hospital. 

{e)  They  shall  (except  in  cases  of  emergency) 
be  employed  only  in  the  Male  Medical  and 
Surgical  Wards  and  Casualty  Ward. 

(/)  They  shall  attend  such  lectures  and  enter 
for  such  examination  as  may  be  held  during 
their  two  years  of  training. 

{g)  They  shall  sign  an  agreement  to  remain 
in  the  service  of  the  Westminster  Hospital  for 
two  years  from  the  date  of  entry  and  to  observe 
loyally  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Hospital. 

{h)  If  their  conduct  be  satisfactory  and  their 
work  efficient  they  shall  receive  a  joint  certificate 
of  affiliated  training  signed  by  the  authorities 
of  Westminster  Hospital  and  the  Women's 
Hospital. 

3.  The  Matron  of  Westminster  Hospital  shall 
have  power  with  consent  of  the  Board  to  reject 
any  nurse  who  may  be  sent  for  training,  either  on 
arrival  or  within  three  months  after  the  commence- 
ment of  such  training. 

4.  This  agreement  shall  be  terminable  at  any 
time  by  either  party  giving  to  the  other  of  them 
twelve  calendar  months'  notice  in  writing. 

Instruction  in  all  the  subjects  included  in  the 
Syllabus  of  Training  framed  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  is  included  in  the  curriculum  of 
the  two  hospitals. 

The  Hampstead  General  and  North- West  London 

Hospital  and  the  Seamen's  Hospital,  Greenwich, 

have  also  made  similar  arrangements  to  receive 

Probationers  from  the  South  London  Hospital. 

K.  E.  LuARD,  R.R.C., 

Matron,  South  London  Hospital  for  Women, 


THE 


OF 


PROFESSIONAL     UNION 
TRAINED  NURSES. 

A  most  enjoyable  dance  was  given  by  the  Social 
Club  of  the  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses 
on   October   6th. 

Arrangements  for  dancing  classes,  to  be  held 
every  Monday,  from  8-9  p.m.,  have  been  made. 
Will  all  members  who  wish  to  attend,  please  com- 
municate with  the  Hon.  Secretary,  when  full 
particulars  will  be  sent  ? 

There  will  be  a  Members'  Meeting  of  the  P.U.T.N. 
held,  by  kind  permission  of  Mrs.  Northwood,  at 
6,  Nottingham  Place,  London,  W.  i  (nearest  station 
Baker  Street),  on  Saturday,  October  28th,  pre- 
ceded by  an  American  Tea  and  concert  from 
3.30  to  5.30  p.m.  Will  all  those  who  wish  to 
attend,  please  notify  the  Hon.  Secretary  as  soon 
as   possible  ? 

Maude  MacCallum,  Hon.  Secretary 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE  CORPORATION. 


THE   R.B.N.A.   AND  THE  GENERAL 
NURSING  COUNCIL. 


The  following  Resolutions  have  been  forwarded 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  the  Minister 
of  Health,  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Association  : — 

List  of  Electorate  Should  be  Available, 

1.  "  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  desire  to  point  out 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  the  unfairness  of  holding 
the  election  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  is  to  be  the  governing 
body  of  the  Nursing  Profession  for  the  next  five 
years,  until  the  list  of  nurses  entitled  to  vote  is 
available  to  those  asking  for  the  suffrages  of  the 
electors,  and  they  earnestly  urge  the  Minister  to 
arrange  for  the  publication  of  a  list  of  Registered 
Nurses  at  a  reasonable  time  before  the  time  fixed 
for   nominations." 

The  Prescribed  Syllabus. 

2,  "  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  desire  respectfully  to 
urge  the  Minister  of  Health  to  sign  forthwith  the 
prescribed  Syllabus  of  General  Training  approved 
by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales." 


"NOT  FORQOTTEN." 

On  Saturday  last  the  Domestic  Staff  at  the  Club 
entertained  the  gentlemen  of  St.  Dunstan's.  Those 
responsible  for  the  bill  of  fare  had  worked  most 
enthusiastically,  with  the  result  that  before  the 
hour  at  which  the  guests  were  to  arrive  tables  were 
groaning  under  every  sort  of  delicacy — great 
creamy  trifles,  ices,  jellies,  and  creams  of  all  sorts, 
daintily  decorated  with  crystallised  fruits,  made 
one  wish  that  just  for  a  moment  the  men  might 
see  and  realise  something  of  the  pains  taken  to 
give  them  a  really  happy  time. 

Dancing  commenced  soon  after  the  guests 
arrived  at  six  o'clock ;  and  Miss  Perkins  (a 
member  of  the  Office  Staff)  and  her  friends  played 
delightfully  the  dance  music  for  the  first  part  of 
the  evening.  An  hour  or  so  later  the  nurses  in 
residence  served  a  meal  for  the  hostesses  and  their 


guests,  and  there  was  much  good-natured  banter 
in  connection  with  their  efforts  to  master  the  gentle 
art  of  serving  ;  at  least,  we  congratulate  them  on 
giving  to  the  staff  of  the  dining  room  a  practical 
illustration  of  how  much  trifle  really  can  find 
accommodation  on  one  plate.  After  dinner  came 
the  Jazz  Band  from  Queen  Alexandra's  House,  the 
members  of  which  are  students  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Music,  and  the  dancing  began  once 
again  with  fresh  vigour,  and  occasional  intervals 
of  singing.  Speeches  followed,  productive  of  more 
merriment ;  and  then,  after  singing  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne  "  and  the  National  Anthem,  a  very  gay 
gathering  began  to  disperse  to  the  strains  as  they 
passed  downstairs  of  "  He's  a  Jolly  Good  Fellow." 


LECTURES. 

The  City  Guilds,  Past,  Present  and  Future. 

There  was  a  very  large  attendance  of  Members 
of  the  Corporation  at  the  Lecture  given  by  Major 
Rigg,  O.B.E.,  on  7th  instant.  Unfortunately 
the  limitations  of  space  prevent  us  from  giving 
more  than  a  very  short  summary  of  what  the 
nurses  regard  as  one  of  the  most  interesting 
addresses  we  have  yet  had.  Miss  Kathleen  Smith, 
Matron  of  the  London  Temperance  Hospital, 
occupied  the  chair,  and,  in  addressing  those  present, 
said  that  Major  Rigg  required  no  introduction  to 
the  Members  of  the  R.B.N.A.  He  had  shown 
many  kindnesses  to  the  Corporation  and  had  given 
more  than  one  splendid  address  to  its  Members. 

Major  Rigg's  references  to  the  power  and 
splendour  of  the  City  Guilds  in  olden  times  was  a 
revelation  as  regards  the  early  traditions  of  the 
Companies  who  still  have  important  rights  and 
privileges,  and  elect  the  Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs  and 
Aldermen  of  the  City  of  London.  In  olden  days, 
said  Major  Rigg,  the  Guilds  were  London  and 
London  was  the  Guilds.  But  then  came  the 
Reformation,  and  almost  the  whole  of  the  Com- 
panies' Trust  estates  Changed  masters  with  the 
change  of  religion  ;  gradually  it  became  more  and 
more  the  custom  of  the  State  to  introduce  laws 
which  allowed  of  the  extraction  of  money  from  the 
City  Companies.  They  became  a  regular  source  of 
financial  supply,  and  the  Government  pressed  for 
money  with  a  greed  and  injustice  that  threatened 
to  exhaust  altogether  the  resources  of  these,  at 
one  time,  wealthy  Guilds. 
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The  connection  of  the  Companies  with  the  re- 
settlement of  Ulster  after  the  rebellion  is  interesting. 
As  a  result  of  proposals,  made  to  the  Companies  by 
the  King,  large  sums  of  money  were  subscribed 
by  them  for  cultivating  and  planting  parts  of 
Ulster,  with  the  result  that  a  new  county  was 
formed  which  added  to  its  old  name  that  of  the 
town  of  its  masters  and  became  known  as  London- 
derry. Portions  of  land  were  allocated  to  the 
various  companies,  and  those  which  still  retain 
their  lands  have  brought  these  estates  into  a  very 
flourishing  condition  by  their  methods  of  cultiva- 
tion and  their  generous  treatment. 

The  great  fire  of  London  proved  disastrous  in 
many  ways  to  the  old  City  Companies.  True  it 
was  with  wonderful  expedition  that  they  restored 
their  splendid  halls,  but  the  great  devastation 
caused  by  the  fire  gave  rise  to  a  tremendous  demand 
for  building  craftsmen,  seeing  that  the  buildings 
destroyed  covered  an  area  of  four  hundred  and 
thirty-six  miles.  The  bells  ringing  backwards  to 
warn  the  citizens  of  their  danger  rang  out  too  the 
knell  of  the  old  City  Companies.  Craftsmen  of  all 
sorts  crowded  to  London  and  found  a  ready  pro- 
tection from  the  State,  so  that  no  longer  could  the 
ancient  Companies  of  craftsmen  maintain  their  old 
monopoly  of  the  building  crafts. 

Major  Rigg's  lecture  lifted,  for  the  space  of  an 
hour,  a  portion  of  that  veil  which  the  years  have 
drawn  over  the  wonderful  history  of  our  ancient 
City,  and  we  had  a  glimpse  into  the  growth  of  its 
crafts,  a  glimpse  that  brought  them  out  of  the 
materialistic  setting  which  they  have  in  the 
national  life  of  the  present  day,  so  that  they  seemed 
to  stand  as  an  expression  of  the  very  soul  and  spirit 
of  the  men  who  first  made  London  and  the  Empire 
great. 

After  the  lecture  Mr.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the 
British  Empire  Union,  spoke  a  few  words  on  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  British  citizens. 


The  Power  of  the  Subconscious  Mind. 

Miss  Claridge  introduced  Miss  Maud  Hallam  on 
Sunday  last  when  she  gave  her  lecture  on  the 
above  subject.  Miss  Hallam  spoke  first  on  the 
value  of  human  service  and  of  how  this  service  for 
others,  whatever  it  might  be,  reacted  for  good 
upon  the  person  who  practised  it.  It  became  a 
source  of  wonderful  magnetic  attraction  as  well. 
Next  she  showed  how  the  mind  actually  was  to  be 
regarded  as  the  means  of  building  up  the  body, 
saying  that  a  deformed  body  always  meant  that 
in  one  way  or  another  something  was  at  fault  in 
the  mentality'.  She  warned  her  listeners  against 
setting  their  pace  to  the  funeral  march  of  "  I 
can't,"  and  said  that  there  was  absolutely  no  limit 
to  the  powers  of  an  individual  who  believed  in  the 
far-reaching  powers  of  thought.  The  lecturer  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  a  sick  person  was  very 
much  more  open  to  suggestive  treatment  than  a 
normal  healthy  person,  and  a  child  also  could  be 
very  readily  influenced  by  such  methods.  In  Miss 
Hallam's  opinion  the  patient  ought  never  to  be 
told  of  the  doctor's  diagnosis,  as  such  knowledge, 
acting  through  his  sub-conscious  mind,  was  apt  to 


hinder  recovery.  She  considered  that  people  were 
too  much  absorbed  in  the  little  things  of  life.  They 
ought  to  learn  to  get  out  to  the  big  things  and  to 
broaden  their  outlook.  The  field  of  auto-sug- 
gestion, in  her  opinion,  opened  out  very  wide 
opportunities  for  nurses,  and  they  should  take 
every  opportunity  of  studying  its  methods. 


MARRIAGE. 

On  October  7th  Miss  Agnes  P.  H.  Baird  was 
married  to  Mr.  Leonard  Wheeler  at  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Bayswater.  Mrs.  Wheeler  has  several 
times  written,  under  the  name  of  "  Pixie  Baird," 
in  our  official  organ,  articles  which  have  been  very 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  Members,  and  those 
who  do  not  know  her  personally  unite  with  others, 
who  have  met  her  at  the  Club,  in  offering,  to  her 
and  her  husband,  many  years  of  happiness. 


QIFTS. 


We  acknowledge  with  warm  thanks  gifts  from 
the  following  : — Mrs.  Temple  and  Mrs.  Stewart 
Murray,  flowers  ;  Misses  Claridge,  Dunsford, 
Glover,  Morgan,  Slater,  Kathleen  Smith,  Swaby 
Smith  and  Gordon  Wright,  flowers  ;  Misses 
Claridge  and  Gordon  Wright,  fruit ;  Miss  Bishop, 
Devonshire  cream ;  Miss  Sadleir,  "  sweets  for 
Sunday  "  ;  Messrs.  Hamilton,  cakes  for  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  St.  Dunstan's  ;  Miss  Lawrence,  los.  ; 
Misses  Diver,  Kitchen  and  Sadleir,  5s.  ;  Miss 
Douglas,  2S.  6d.  ;    Miss  Muriel,  is.  iid. 

We  have  also  received  many  delightful  articles 
for  the  sale,  but  they  are  too  numerous  to  mention 
in  the  Journal,  and  we  hope  that  all  Members  who 
sent  them  have  received  the  letters  and  cards  con- 
veying our  warmest  thanks  for  the  help  thus  given. 


DANCE. 

Tickets  are  now  available  (5s.  each)  for  the 
Dance,  which  is  to  take  place  at  the  Club,  and  we 
hope  that  all  our  Members  wiU  help  us  to  make  it 
a  great  success.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear 
from  those  who  will  undertake  to  sell  tickets  for  it. 


DANCINQ    LESSONS. 

Several  of  the  Members  who  stay  frequently  at 
the  Club  like  to  clear  a  floor  of  an  evening  and  to 
enjoy  a  dance  together.  It  has  been  suggested  by 
some  of  them  that  it  would  be  nice  to  arrange  for  a 
few  lessons  before  November  23rd,  in  order  to  learn 
the  newest  dances.  We  have,  therefore,  secured  a 
good  teacher  of  dancing  for  Monday  evenings  from 
8  to  9  p.m.  All  nurses  wishing  to  avail  themselves 
of  her  teaching  should  arrive  shortly  before  eight. 
The  fee  for  each  lesson  is  to  be  two  shillings  as  the 
teacher  realises  that,  if  nurses  had  to  take  tickets 
for  a  course,  they  might  be  able  to  attend  only^a 
certain  number  of  the  lessons,  and  thus  the  few 
they  could  take  would  be  somewhat  costly. 
Isabel  Macdonald. 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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A  WORD  TO  THE  WELSH  NURSES. 

We  advise  the  nurses  in  Wales  to  wake  up, 
otherwise  they  will  find  themselves  entirely  un- 
represented on  the  new  General  Nursing  Council, 
to  be  elected  in  December.  Nomination  papers 
should  be  applied  for  at  an  early  date  or  it 
will  be  too  late.  The  terrible  apathy  of  the 
Nursing  Profession  will  thus  have  serious  results 
for  Welsh  nurses. 

A  little  article  from  the  Medical  Correspondent 
of  the  Western  Mail  draws  attention  to  the  need 
for  better  facilities  for  the  training  of  nurses  in 
Wales.  This  gentleman  has  evidently  not  grasped 
the  fact  that  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  set'  up  under  the  Nurses 
Registration  Act,  igig,  has  power  to  organise  the 
curriculum  of  training  and  examination  for  nurses 
in  Wales,  but  what  he  writes  is  of  interest.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Western  Mail  "  there  are  at  present 
about  eight  places  in  Wales  where  nurses  can  be 
trained — such  as  the  hospitals  and  infirmaries  of 
the  big  towns — but  there  is  no  co-ordination  in 
the  admission  of  candidates  or  their  training, 
whilst  the  standard  of  the  examination  for  the 
diploma  varies  with  the  whims  of  the  examiners. 

"  Applicants  for  admission  nowadays  are  not 
drawn  from  the  class  of  young  woman  that  one 
would  like  or  from  which  they  used  to  be  drawn. 
Formerly  well-educated  girls  from  cultured  homes 
used  to  take  up  nursing,  but  these  days,  unfor- 
tunately, many  of  the  applicants  come  from 
homes  where  culture  counts  for  very  little,  and 
'  education '  is  valued  only  for  what  can  be 
made  out  of  it. 

"  The  doctor  referred  to  does  not  speak  Welsh, 
but  he  pointed  out  the  difficulty  which  presents 
itself  to  many  good  girls  brought  up  in  Welsh 
homes  who  think  in  Welsh,  and  for  this  reason 
should  be  trained  and  examined  by  persons  who 
know  and  understand  the  language. 

"  Together  with  this,  one  must  remember  that 
the  majority  of  patients  are  Welsh,  and  need  to  be 
nursed  by  those  who  know  their  national  charac- 
teristics. 

"  One  has  but  to  look  round  to  realise  that 
most,  if  not  all  the  matrons  of  our  training  centres 
are  English,  or  monoglot  English  speaking 
Britishers. 

"  There  is  a  great  need  in  Wales  for  Welsh- 
speaking  nurses,  especially  in  the  industrial  areas, 
where  health  visitors  and  school-nurses  are  in  and 
out  of  the  Welsh  workers'  homes,  but  unless  some- 
thing is  done  to  raise  the  tone  and  standard  of  the 
nursing  profession  in  Wales  the  people  of  the 
Principality  are  certain  to  suffer. 

"  We  have  in  connection  with  the  university  a 
Board  of  Medicine  which  might — nay,  ought  to — 
move  in  the  matter,  but  unless  a  demand  is  forth- 
coming such  a  move  is  not  likely  to  be  made. 

"  The  Welsh  University  is  expected  to  exercise 
an  influence  over  the  lives  of  the  community,  and 
along  lines  such  as  have  been  outlined  an  oppor- 
tunity seems  to  be  offered  for  it  to  bring  its  influence 
to  bear  for  a  very  good  purpose." 


LEAGUE     NEWS. 

The  T.eaiine  News  of  the  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  nurses,  just  to  hand,  is  an  excellent  issue, 
but  proves  what  a  costly  joy  it  is  to  issue  a  journal  ! 
However,  the  League  has  a  surplus  on  the  General 
Fund  of  over  ;^ioo  ;  in  hand  for  the  Nurses'  Home 
Fund,  £817  14s.  5d.  ;  to  the  Reserve  Fund,  £150, 
and  for  its  Benevolent  Fund,  /143  ;  so  it  is  in  a 
very  satisfactory  financial  condition. 

The  great  loss  the  Hospital  and  Nursing  School 
have  sustained  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  H.  M. 
Smith,  Sister  Martha  (owing  to  a  sad  accident 
her  hand  became  infected  and  disabled  after 
twenty-four  years'  fine  work)  is  notified.  The 
Sisters  presented  her  with  a  silver  teapot,  cream 
jug  and  sugar  basin,  as  a  token  of  their  great 
esteem  and  good  wishes. 

Miss  F.  E.  Cole  (Sister  Casualty)  has  been 
appointed  Sister  of  Martha  Ward. 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  late  Treasurer, 
Mark  Ward  has  been  renamed  "  Sandhurst  "  ;  the 
"  Saints  "  are  disappearing  one  by  one — a  pity  in 
this  ancient  religious  Foundation. 

The  retirement  of  Miss  Ellen  Birch,  House 
Sister  for  so  many  years,  who  entered  the  service 
of  the  Hospital  in  1882,  is  regretted  in  a  witty 
little  "  Memo,"  signed  E.  B.,  from  which  we 
quote  : — 

In  1907  she  became  House  Sister,  whose  duty  it  is, 
primarily,  to  engage  and  superintend  the  scrubbers  and 
polishers  of  the  Hospital,  and,  incidentally,  other  items 
connected  with  the  Nursing  Staff,  which  kept  her  in 
touch  with  the  whole  Hospital. 

The  scrubbers'  verdict  was  that  she  was  "  strict,  but 
just,"  and  they  loved  her.  She  did  many  a  good  turn 
to  individual  members  in  sickness,  &c.,  and  on  one 
occasion  lent  money  to  enable  one  to  choose  the  fine, 
when  given  the  "  option  "  !     (No — no  details.) 

As  she  touted  the  wards  daily,  she  had  a  cheery  word 
for  the  patients  as  well  as  the  Nursing  Staff,  whilst 
keeping  a  "  weather  eye  "  on  the  crawling  scrubber  or 
polisher. 

One  of  the  items  which  fell  to  her  share  in  connection 
with  the  Nursing  Staff  was  associated  with  the  biennial 
Examinations.  She  collected  the  instruments  of  tor- 
ture, also  the  victims,  cheered  them  on,  and  sent  them 
into  the  torture-chamber,  and  ended  by  eating  from 
their  dainty  trays  the  morsels  which  the  torturers  had 
not  been  able  to  devour  ;  and  I  beUeve  the  Nurse 
thought  her  tray  the  best  from  which  Miss  Bhch  ate 
most  ! 

Although  retired,  she  is  still  to  be  seen  frequently  in 
the  Hospital,  as  she  lives  by  the  tram-line  between 
Barts.'s  and  Highgate,  and  after  forty  years'  residence 
in  the  former  place,  it  would  take  a  bigger  obstacle  than 
"  a  3d.  all  the  way  "  to  keep  her  from  her  Alma  Mater. 

When  she  left  she  was  given  a  silver  teapot  by  many 
old  friends,  and  a  silver  cream-jug  from  the  Nurses. 

Several  letters  of  interest  are  published  from 
"  Bart's  "  Nurses  abroad — as  they  wander  far 
afield. 

A     TRUE     TALE     WITH     A     MORAL. 

Overheard  in  a  Mental  Hospital.  Nurses 
chatting  about  need  for  organisation. 

Lady  Patient :  "  Nurses  co-operate  !  I  know 
them.     They  love  to  wallow.     Let  them  wallow." 
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COLLEGE  OF  NURSING,  LTD. 

Birmingham  and  Three  Counties  Centre. 

The  Sister-Tutor  Scholarship  offered  by  this 
Centre  has  not  been  allocated,  as  there  were  no 
entries.  The  two  Midwifery  Scholarships,  value 
£25  each,  were  awarded  as  follows  :  First  Scholar- 
ship, successful  candidate,  Miss  Parsons,  trained 
at  North  Staffordshire  Infirmary  ;  second  Scholar- 
ship, Miss  Byrne,  trained  at  the  General  Hospital, 
Birmingham.  Both  candidates  at  the  time  of 
the  award  were  working  within  the  Three  Counties. 

A  house,  with  immediate  possession,  suitable  for 
club  premises,  has  been  purchased.  No.  166, 
Hagley  Road,  Birmingham.  It  is  on  a  tram 
route  an^   is   easily   accessible   from   the  city. 

A  series  of  three  lectures  on  "  Psycho- Analysis," 
by  Dr.  Potts,  will  be  given  shortly. 

G.  M.  Jones,  Hon.  Press  Sec. 


UP=TO=DATE     TEACHING    AT    THE 
BRADFORD    ROYAL    INFIRMARY. 

MEDALS    AND     CERTIFICATES    AWARDED 

Congratulations  to  Miss  Jessie  Davies,  Matron 
and  the  Teachers  of  Nursing  at  the  Bradford  Royal 
Infirmary.  They  evidently  are  not  of  those  who  fear 
the  Syllabus  of  Training  approved  by  the  General 
JNursing  Council.  It  is  rumoured  they  have  gone 
"  one  better  !  " 

The  first  results  under  the  new  scheme  of  the  Brad- 
ford Royal  Infirmary  for  the  Examination  of  Nurses 
were  announced  on  October  6th,  when  the  Lord  Mayor 
(Mr.  Thomas  Blythe)  attended  at  the  institution  to 
present  Medals  and  Certificates. 

The  examination  tests  have  been  brought  up  fully 
to  the  State  examination  level,  and  the  verdict  of  the 
examiner.  Dr.  Messer,  was  that  all  would  have 
passed  for  the  State  Certificate.  Nurse  Thomson  well 
earned  the  Gold  Medal  and  Certificate  with  no 
fewer  than  90.4  marks.  Nurse  Sanderson  was  the 
Silver  Medallist,  with  85.3  marks,  and  winners  of  the 
Bronze  Medals  were :  Nurse  Horner  (84.4),  Nurse 
Wood  (83),  who  also  secured  a  special  prize  for  practical 
nursing  work,  and  Nurse  Aspden  (75.8).  Certificates 
•  also  went  to  Nurses  Gidleigh,  Senior,  Sutcliffe,  and 
Griffiths. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Priestman,  who  presided,  outlined  the 
■extensive  curriculum,  followed  in  the  training  of  nurses. 

The  Lord  Mayor  congratulated  the  winners,  and 
described  the  function  as  one  of  the  nicest  he  had 
attended  throughout  his  Mayoral  year.  He  had  not 
conceived,  he  said,  the  slightest  idea  that  nurses  had 
to  undergo  so  much  training.  It  must  be  an  exceed- 
ingly pleasant  thing  for  all  the  nurses  to  find  they 
•could  make  such  progress  to  efficiency  in  the  duties 
they  had  adopted  as  their  life's  sphere  of  labour. 

It  must  also  be  encouraging  to  them  to  know  that 
after  they  had  achieved  certain  ends  by  careful,  stren- 
uous, and  self-denying  studies,  their  success  was 
recognised.  Their  work  had  the  human  ideal  attached 
to  it,  and  he  knew  from  his  own  experience  in  that 
institution  of  the  kindness  extended  there  in  the  hour 
of  need  by  the  nurses  of  that  institution. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Graham  Swann,  seconded 
by  Mr.  H.  Gill,  the  Lord  Mayor  was  heartily  thanked, 
and  the  seconder  mentioned,  in  reply  to  a  question, 
that  the  nurses  were  to  be  put  on  the  eight-hour  day 
basis  when  the  funds  permitted. 


STATEMENT    REGARDING    TRAINING    OF 
NURSES    AT     BRADFORD. 

During  the  last  two  years  it  has  been  necessary 
to  make  certain  changes  in  regard  to  the  lectures 
given  to  nurses  and  to  the  examinations,  in  order 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  appointed  under  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act. 

This  Council  in  1920  issued  a  draft  syllabus 
of  lectures  and  demonstrations  for  the  education 
and  training  of  nurses.  The  training  and  lectures 
are  now  arranged  in  accordance  with  this  syllabus. 

The  first  two  months  of  training  are  spent  in 
the  Preliminary  School  at  Field  House. 

During  this  period  several  of  the  subjects  in 
the  syllabus  for  the  first  year  of  training  are  taught. 

The  pupils  are  under  the  care  and  supervision 
of  a  sister-tutor  and  are  instructed  in  :  i .  Elemen- 
tary hygiene,  sanitation,  bacteriology.  2.  Anatomy 
and  physiology.  3.  First  aid,  including  bandaging. 
4.  Food  values  and  invalid  cookery.  5.  Theory 
and  practice  of  nursing. 

On  completion  of  the  course  an  examination  is 
held  and  pupils  who  are  successful  are  passed  into 
the  wards  for  one  month's  trial.  At  the  end  of 
that  period  they  sign  an  agreement  to  remain  for 
three  years'  training. 

The'  syllabus  for  the  first  eighteen  months 
includes  a  course  of  lectures  on  :  i.  Anatomy ; 
2,  Physiology  ;     3,  Nursing. 

Examinations  are  held  and  the  successful  nurses 
then  enter  for  the  senior  course  of  lectures  on  : 
I,  Surgery  and  gynaecology  ;  2,  Medicine  ;  3, 
Nursing.     Followed  in  each  case  by  examination. 

Both  the  junior  and  final  nursing  examinations 
are  conducted  by  an  outside  examiner. 

Throughout  the  training  the  nurses  are  assisted, 
and  supervised  in  their  studies  by  the  sister-tutor 

An  examination  certificate  is  given  to  nurses 
who  have  passed  in  all  subjects  in  which  they 
have  been  examined. 

A  gold  medal  is  awarded  to  the  nurse  who 
obtains  the  highest  total  number  of  marks  and  a 
silver  medal  to  the  nurse  who  obtains  the  second 
highest  number  of  marks  throughout  training. 

In  order  to  qualify  for  the  gold  or  silver  medal 
the  percentage  of  marks  must  not  be  less  than  80 
per  cent   of  the  total  obtainable. 

Bronze  medals  are  awarded  to  all  nurses  who 
obtain  not  less  than  75  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate 
marks,  and  a  certificate  of  merit  to  those  who 
obtain  65  per  cent. 

On  completion  of  full  term  of  three  years  the 
nurse  receives  a  certificate  of  training. 

This  year  the  Nurses'  League  has  offered  a 
prize  to  the  nurse  who  has  obtained  the  highest 
number  of  marks  for  practical  nursing. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT,  BRADFORD. 

Under  the  City  of  Bradford  Education  Commit- 
tee arrangements  have  been  made  at  the  Belle 
Vue  Branch  Technical  and  Commercial  School  for  a 
class  in  elementary  science,  to  meet  the  examination 
requirements  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.     Fee  for  course  :    7s.  6d. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

Borough   Maternity   Home,  Sunderland.— Miss  I.  M. 

Robertson  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  University  College  Hospital,  and  has  since 
been  Night  Sister  at  the  Lady  Howard  de  Walden's 
Hospital  for  Officers'  Wives,  and  Deputy  Matron  at 
Durham  County  Maternity  Home,  Bishop  Auckland. 
ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

City  of  London  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Chest, 
Victoria  Park,  E.  —  Miss  A.  Elsie  Griffith  has  been 
appointed  Assistant  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Bristol,  where  she  held  the  positions 
of  Ward  Sister  and  Night  Sister;  Massage  and  Theatre 
Sister  as  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing 
Service,  and  Sister-Housekeeper  at  the  City  of  London 
Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Chest.  She  is  a  Registered 
Nurse,  and  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Chartered 
Society  of  Massage. 

OUT-PATIENT  SISTER. 

Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford.— Miss  M. 

Scarlett  has  been  appointed  Out-patient  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Great  (now  the  Royal)  Northern 
Hospital,  Holloway  Road,  N.,  where  she  held  the 
position  of  Night  Sister,  and  has  been  Matron  of  the 
Babies'  Hospital  at  Streatham. 

SUPERINTENDENT    NURSE. 

The  Infirmary,  Pleck  Road,  Walsall. — Miss  Florence 
Emily  Hart  has  been  appointed  Superintendent  Nurse. 
She  was  trained  at  Steyning  Infirmary,  and  has  been 
Home  Sister  at  the  City  of  Westminster  Infirmary, 
and  Matron  (to  date)  of  the  Nursing  Home,  Stur- 
minster,  Dorset.  She  has  also  had  experience  of 
private  nursing. 

NIGHT   CHARGE   SISTER. 

Romford     Union,    Oldchurch    Hospital,    Romford. — 

Miss  F.  M.  Garrett  has  been  appointed  Night  Charge 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  Greenwich  Infirmary,  and 
has  had  wide  experience  as  Sister,  North-Eastern 
Hospital ;  Assistant  Superintendent,  Maternity  Hos- 
pital, Mananham,  Brazil;  Sister,  Park  Hospital. 
Lewisham ;  and  Nurse  Matron  at  the  Bamborough 
Park  Maternity  Home. 

HEALTH  VISITOR  AND  SCHOOL  NURSE. 

Rhondda  Urban  District  Council. — Misses  Lily  E. 
Jones,  Myfanny  Jones,  and  Elsie  H.  Thome  have  been 
appointed  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses.  Miss 
Lily  E.  Jones  was  trained  at  the  Union  Infirmary, 
Merthyr  Tydfil ;  Miss  Myfanny  Jones  at  the  District 
Infirmary,  Ashton-under-Lyne ;  and  Miss  Elsie  H. 
Thorne  at  the  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary. 

RELIEF  NURSING  SISTER. 

The  Hospital,  King  Edward  Avenue,  Dartford. — Miss 
Alice  Peck  has  been  appointed  Relief  Nursing  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  Great  Grimsby  Hospital,  where 
she  was  Staff  Nurse  and  Acting  Charge  Nurse. 

LADY    MINTO'S    INDIAN     NURSING 
ASSOCIATION. 

Miss  Florence  Amy  Hodgson  has  jDcen  appointed 
Chief  Lady  Superintendent.  She  has  many  excellent 
qualifications  for  the  post,  having  been  first  trained 
in  infectious  nursing  at  Monsall  Fever  Hospital  from 
January,  1890,  to  January,  1892,  and  then  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Manchester,  in  general  nursing  from 
February,  1892,  to  March,  1896.  From  August,  1896, 
to  April,  1898,  she  had  experience  in  the  nursing  of 
tropical  diseases  at  the  Seamen's  Hospital,  Albert  Dock, 
as  senior  Staff  Nurse,  followed  by  six  months'  experi- 
ence in  district  nursing.  From  January,  1899,  to  May, 
1907,  she  was  on  the  staff  of  the  Registered  Nurses 


Society,  431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  and  during 
that  time  was  one  of  those  selected  for  plague  duty  in 
India,  having  five  years'  leave  of  absence  for  this 
purpose.  She  subsequently  joined  Lady  Minto's 
Indian  Nursing  Association,  and  before  being  appointed 
Chief  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Association  was 
Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Burma  Branch. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE 
FOR     NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Evelyn  H.  Furminger  is  appointed  to  Shrop- 
shire, as  Assistant  County  Superintendent ;  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Evans  to  Redditch,  as  Senior  Nurse ;  Miss 
Gladys  Ashworth  to  Bryanston ;  Miss  Margaret 
Blenkinsop  to  Reigate ;  Miss  Lydia  M.  V.  CuUum  to 
Redditch ;  Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Galloway  to  Swanley ; 
Miss  Lucy  Haines  to  Ljrtham  ;  Miss  Agnes  M.  Harris 
to  Chalfont  St.  Peter;  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Hassell  to 
Tipton  ;  Miss  Adela  C.  Lowman  to  St.  Ives ;  Miss 
Edith  E.  Morgan  to  Wellingborough ;  Miss  Bertha 
Osbom  to  Felixstowe ;  Miss  Charlotte  Scarfe  to 
Sevenoaks ;  Miss  Mary  Sullivan  to  Maidenhead ; 
Miss  Gertrude  F.  Treacy  to  Torquay. 


A     NEW     RESIDENTIAL    CLUB. 

A  Residential  Club,  at  90  and  92,  Cromwell  Road, 
will  be  opened  early  in  November,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Joint  Nursing  and  V.A.D.  Services  Committee. 

Any  Nurse  or  V.A.D.  Member  who  was  employed 
during  the  war  in  one  of  the  Nursing  Services  is  eligible 
to  apply  for  accommodation. 

The  Club  will  accommodate  fifty  residents  at  a  cost 
of  from  30 s.  to  £2  los.  a  week  ;  this  charge  includes 
bed,  breakfast,  dinner,  full  board  on  Sundays,  and 
baths  ;  luncheon  and  tea  on  week-days  can  be  had 
at  the  Club  if  desired. 

The  majority  of  the  rooms  are  for  one  person  only, 
although  there  are  a  few  which  can  be  shared  by 
friends.  There  is  a  large  drawing  room,  dining  rooin 
and  writing  room,  five  bath  rooms  for  the  use  of  guests, 
and  a  special  feature  is  a  laundry  room  and  ironing 
room  for  the  use  of  guests.  There  is  also  ample  box 
room  accommodation,  where  guests  can  leave  their 
trunks  at  a  small  charge. 

A  special  floor  will  be  reserved  for  Nurses  on  night 
duty. 

The  house  is  at  the  corner  of  Gloucester  Road  and 
Cromwell  Road,  opposite  to  Gloucester  Road  Under- 
ground and  Tube  Stations  ;  'buses  also  pass  the  door. 
The  house  is  next  door  to  St.  Stephen's  Church, 
Gloucester  Road. 

Ladies  desirous  of  obtaining  accommodation  should 
apply  early,  in  writing. 


SCHOLARSHIPS    FOR    VISITING     NURSES 
IN    CHICAGO. 

Miss  Marion  D.  Kirkcaldy,  a  graduate  of  the  City 
Hospital,  Glasgow,  post-graduate  of  the  Chicago 
Lying-In  Hospital,  Chicago,  and  for  the  past  four 
years  a  member  of  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of 
Chicago,  has  won  its  first  annual  Harriet  Hammond 
McCormick  Scholarship  and  has  just  entered  Teachers' 
College,  Columbia  University,  New  York  City,  where 
her  year  of  work  and  study  will  be  spent.  Miss  Edna 
L.  Foley,  the  Superintendent,  writes  :  "  Although  Miss 
Kirkcaldy  is  so  much  a  part  of  our  staff  and  organisa- 
tion that  we  only  think  of  her  as  one  of  ourselves,  I 
know  that  British  nurses  will  be  interested  in  knowing 
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that  a  graduate  of  one  of  their  schools  has  gained  the 
first  scholarship. 

"Mrs.  McCormick,  who  was  for  many  years  very 
closely  identified  with  our  work,  was  bom  in  England 
and  we  always  thought  of  her  as  a  product  of  the 
best  that  England  and  America  have  to  give.  For 
this  reason  also,  perhaps,  it  is  pleasant  as  well  as 
fitting  that  a  British  nurse  should  have  won  our  first 
scholarship. 

"  We  are  naturally  very  pleased  that  we  have  the 
income  of  a  large  fund  on  which  we  may  draw  annually. 
Already  two  nurses  have  been  awarded  small 
scholarships,  one  of  which  was  spent  last  summer  in 
New  York  City,  and  the  other  at  the  Smith  College 
School  for  Social  Work  in  Northampton,  Mass  " 


THE    HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

Flag  Days  are  losing  popularity,  and  do  not  bring 
in  the  large  results  attained  in  the  past.  We  learn 
that  the  appeal  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  support 
of  the  Hospitals  Combined  Appeal  has  resulted 
in  another  ;^75,ooo  for  the  Fund — the  exact  figure 
of  the  flag  day  is  not  available. 


The  central  organisation  will  have  at  their 
■disposal  to  bring  in  the  last  ;^ioo,ooo  the  use  of 
Devonshire  House,  during  November  and  Decem- 
ber, and  stands  at  next  month's  Motor  Show  at 
Olympia  and  the  White  City.  A  big  competition, 
with  ;^i5,ooo  in  prizes,  will  be  held  ;  while  the 
Amateur  Players'  Committee  of  the  Hospitals 
Appeal  expects  to  hold  upwards  of  a  hundred 
performances.  The  work  of  the  various  educa- 
tional auxiliaries  will  also  continue. 


Three  French  medical  men — M.  NicoUe,  M. 
Conor  and  M.  Conseil — of  the  Pasteur  Institute  of 
Tunis,  have  inoculated  themselves  without  harmful 
consequences  with  an  anti-cholera  serum  with 
which  they  are  experimenting  in  their  laboratory. 


The  mile  of  pennies  effort  in  York  to  augment 
•  the  funds  of  the  York  County  Hospital  was 
favoured  with  brilliant  weather,  and  the  public 
made  a  splendid  response  to  the  appeal  for  help, 
^^415  being  contributed,  representing  nearly  two 
miles  of  pennies. 

The  novelty  of  the  scheme  aroused  tremendous 
interest.  Trails  were  laid  in  various  thoroughfares 
in  the  city,  and  naturally  the  busier  centres  claimed 
most  attention. 

The  result  was  far  in  excess  of  anticipations. 
The  amount  of  the  contributions  varied  from  one 
penny  to  £1  Treasury  notes,  whilst  a  large  quantity 
of  silver  was  also  noticed  at  some  collecting  places 


I  have  much  pleasure  in  cutting  this  ribbon 
which  binds  this  nursing  home  to  the  people  of  the 
surrounding  district.  May  its  doors  ever  be  open 
to  the  sick,  the  suffering,  and  sorrowful."  With 
these  words,  and  by  cutting  an  Ogilvy  tartan 
ribbon  that  hung  across  the  doorway,  the  Dowager- 
Countess  of  Airlie,  G.B.E.,  on  October  4th,  declared 
Viewpark  Nursing  Home,  Alyth,  open  to  carry  on 


its  beneficial  work.  The  opening  ceremony,  which 
was  very  largely  attended,  took  place  on  the  steps 
of  the  entrance  to  the  home,  which  has  been  gifted 
to  Alyth,  Meigle,  and  District  Nursing  Association 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Cochrane  of  Craigisla,  and  Mr.  J. 
F.  Fyfe-Jamieson,  Ruthven. 

Afterwards  the  company  had  an  opportunity  of 
inspecting  the  home,  when  the  furnishings  and 
equipment  were  greatly  admired.  A  "  Pound 
Day  "  resulted  in  a  large  quantity  of  household 
commodities  and  many  pounds  sterling  being 
received.  

;£i,2i8  13s.  2d.  has  been  contributed  for  the 
endowment  of  a  bed  in  the  Bolton  Infirmary  as 
a  gift  to  Princess  Mary  on  the  occasion  of  her 
marriage,  __, 

The  Nurses'  New  Home  at  the  Runcorn  Cottage 
Hospital  was  recently  officially  opened  by  Mr.  W. 
E.  Dudley,  the  Chairman  of  the  Urban  District 
Council.  

Mr.  Daniel  Clark,  of  Cheltenham,  who  died 
worth  ;^43,844,  has  left  ;^30,ooo  between  these 
London  Hospitals  : — Bart's,  Guy's,  the  London, 
St.  Thomas's,  St.  George's,  King's  College,  Univer- 
sity College,  Charing  Cross.  St.  Mary's  and  the 
Middlesex.  

By  means  of  the  bazaar,  the  Brechin  In- 
firmary has  secured  for  its  funds  the  magnificent 
total  of  £1,4^'/  gs.  yd.  The  first  day's  drawings 
were  ;^i,o54,  and  the  second  day's  ;^433. 

The  purpose  of  the  bazaar  was  the  raising  of  a 
fund  to  enable  the  Infirmary  to  meet  their  annual 
charges  without  making  inroad  on  their  capital 
funds. 

Congratulations  to  the  managers,  but  the 
voluntary  sj'^stem  of  hospitals  cannot  be  run  on 
bazaars  and  social  entertainments.  The  people 
who  benefit  must  contribute  their  share  and  be 
taught  that  applied  science  is  an  invaluable  asset 
to  their  capital  good  health. 
1  ♦  ■ 

CHARGE     OF     STEALING     FROM 
HOSPITALS'     APPEAL. 

Edith  Woodward,  37,  a  fashionably  dressed 
woman,  stated  to  be  a  widow  of  independent 
means,  of  Queen's  Gate,  South  Kensington,  W.,  was 
committed  for  trial  at  Bow  Street  Police  Court 
last  week  on  a  charge  of  stealing  a  half-crown 
belonging  to  the  Hospitals  of  London  Combined 
Appeal  Committee. 

WORD    FOR    THE     WEEK. 

"  Bouquets  to-day  and  bricks  to-morrow." — 
Mr.  Lloyd  George,  at  Blackpool. 

Saturday  Evening. 

Newsboy. — "  Star,  Star  ;  Lloyd-George  speech 
in  fuU." 

Editor  B.J.N. — "  Sure  the  Premier's  speech 
is  in  ?" 

Newsboy. — "  Yuss — e's  cast  hisself  upon  the 
People ;  if  he  casts  hisself  on  me,  there'll  be 
something  doing." 
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VICTORIAN  NURSES  NOT  ELIGIBLE  FOR 
RECIPROCAL  REGISTRATION. 

We  note  that  Dr.  W.  B.  Vance,  President  of  the 
Royal  Victorian  Trained  Nurses'  Association, 
accuses  this  journal  "  of  misrepresentation  of 
the  actual  facts  and  feelings  of  the  Council  of  the 
R. V.T.N. A.  towards  several  matters  which  are 
agitating  the  nursing  world  of  Victoria  at  the 
present  time,"  but  he  does  not  enumerate  them. 
Our  crime  is,  no  doubt,  that  we  have  not  boycotted 
the  Trained  Nurses'  Guild  and  its  policy,  and  that 
we  reported  the  expressed  invertebrate  opinions 
of  Dr.  Vance  on  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses. 
In  a  letter  which  appears  in  Una,  Dr.  Vance 
writes  : — 

"  Neither  I  nor  my  Council  are  opposed  to  the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses,  as  has  been  alleged, 
though  I  have  tried  to  make  it  clear  to  our  mem- 
bers that,  perhaps  beyond  enabling  reciprocity 
with  other  countries  to  be  carried  out,  it  will  be 
of  little,  value  to  those  at  present  nursing." 

The  Commonwealth  of  Australia  is  a  loyal 
Dominion  of  the  King,  and  the  only  self-governing 
Dominion  the  trained  nurses  of  which  are  unable 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  reciprocal 
registration  with  the  Mother  Country.  Imagine 
what  that  would  have  meant  had  our  Registra- 
tion Act  been  in  force  during  the  Great  War  ! 
Our  Australasian  Sisters  would  have  been  the  only 
group  of  British  Nurses  without  legal  status  at 
the  front  !  As  it  is  highly-trained  matrons  and 
nurses  in  Australia  who  have  applied  for  State 
Registration  under  our  Act  are  not  eligible,  and 
have  had  to  be  refused  this  privilege.  And  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  Nurses'  organisations  in 
Australia  are  officered  by  medical  practitioners — 
they  are  away  behind  the  Nurses  of  other 
Dominions,  of  the  United  States,  and  European 
countries.  Thus  they  are  the  only  Dominion 
Nurses  who  have  not  self-determination,  and  are 
thus  not  eligible  for  affiliation  with  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses. 

We  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  Dr.  Vance  and 
his  medical  colleagues  mean  well  in  assuming 
executive  control  of  Victorian  Trained  Nurses, 
but  in  these  days  of  personal  responsibility  the 
kindest  thing  medical  men  can  do  is  to  leave  the 
sister  profession  of  Nursing  to  control  its  own 
affairs  on  the  same  ethical  basis  as  prevails 
in  the  medical  profession.  The  nurses  have 
proved  capable  of  very  wise  self  government 
wherever  they  have  the  chance — medical  domina- 
tion is  entirely  out  of  date.  Consultation  and 
mutual  consideration  between  the  independent 
professions  of  medicine  and  nursing  should  now 
be  the  order  of  the  day,  and  until  this  is  conceded 
nurses  will  remain  a  serf  class,  as  evidenced  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council. 


BOOK    OF    THE    WEEK. 


LEGACY    TO   A    NURSE. 

Mr.  Alexander  Finlay,  of  Cavendish  Square,  W., 
who  died  on  June  19th  last,  left  his  nurse,  Miss 
Mary   Louisa   Pollard,   ;^ioo. 


"THE     TALE     OF     TRIONA.  "• 

We  have  learned  to  expect  the  best  from 
Mr.  Locke,  and  once  more  we  are  satisfied  that  we 
have  been  given  it. 

When  Olivia  Gale  married  Alexis  Triona  she 
loved  him  for  his  face  value,  which  turned  out  to 
be  far  below  par. 

Alexis  was,  of  course,  unusual — and  so  was 
Olivia — and  they  would  have  lived  a  delightfully 
unconventional  life  in  perfect  happiness  if  he  hadn't 
deceived  her.  Whether  she  would  have  married 
him  if  he  had  been  frank  with  her  is  a  matter  of 
surmise. 

When  she  was  Olivia  Gale,  her  father  died  and 
left  her  considerable  money  and  a  charming 
house  full  of  anomalies,  which  came  about  owing 
to  the  fact  that  her  mother  had  been  a  highly 
bred  woman  of  a  proud  old  Anglo-Indian  family  all 
Generals  and  Colonels  and  Sirs  and  Ladies  ;  and 
when  she  threw  the  Anglo-Indian  family  halo  over 
the  windmills  and  married  young  Stephen  Gale, 
who  used  to  stand  in  the  market  place  at  Medlow 
and  bawl  out  the  bidding  for  pigs  and  sheep, 
her  family,  in  consequence,  turned  her  down  with 
Anglo-Indian  thoroughness.  None  of  the  family 
deigned  to  gauge  the  personal  value  of  the  pig 
seller  ;  but  Mrs.  Gale,  very  much  in  love  with  her 
pig-selling  husband,  snapped  her  fingers,  at  them. 
A  love  match  it  was  and  a  love  match  it  re- 
mained until  he  died  of  pneumonia  "  over  there," 
an  elderly  man  at  an  inglorious  base.  His  wife, 
fast  succumbing  to  an  incurable  malady,  in  spite 
of  his  years,  and  the  loss  of  both  her  sons,  had  said 
"  go,  dear,"  the  blood  in  her  speaking  that  had 
given  itself  at  Agra,  Lucknow,  Kandahar,  and 
Chittral. 

But  ever  Olivia's  mind  rebelled  against  the  pig- 
selling.  Her  girlhood  had  resented  her  exclusion 
from  the  high-class  girls'  school  on  the  hill.  She 
hated  her  school  ribbon,  with  the  "  L.H."  em- 
broidered on  it,  which  indicated  that  she  was  at 
"  Lansdowne  House,"  where  the  daughters  of 
the  tradespeople  received  their  education. 

So  it  came  to  pass  that  on  the  death  of  her 
parents,  when  she  was  yet  but  twenty-one,  she 
demanded  from  her  executors  a  cheque  for  her 
entire  fortune.  She  would  cut  herself  adrift  from 
Medlow  and  all  its  ways  and  associations,  and 
raise  herself  from  her  father's  social  category. 
With  Myra,  her  severe  and  devoted  maid,  she 
sketched  their  career — that  of  a  female  Don  Quix- 
ote and  Sancho  Panza  "  To  ride  abroad  redres- 
sing human  wrongs." 

"  Better  redress  the  London  young  women, 
which  I  see  the  pictures  of  in  the  papers,"  said. 
Myra. 

Olivia  could  not,  however,  bring  herself  to 
part  with  her  old  home,  and  she  let  it  furnished 
for  a  term  of  years  to  Major  Olifant,  whom  it 
would  have  been  far  better  for  her  to  have  married.. 

*By  William  J.  Locke,  John  Lane,  Bodley  Head. 
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Pregnancy,  Lactation 
and  Diet 

**The  diet  of  pregnant  and  nursing  mothers  should 
be  rich  in  the  accessory  factors  (vitamins)  so  that 
they  may  be  able  to  supply  their  offspring. 

"A  mother's  milk  is  only  adequate  when  she 
receives  a  sufficiency  of  these  subjects  (vitamins) 
in  her  own  diet  " 

pp.  70  and  100.  Report  of  Joint  Committee 
of  Lister  Institute  and  Medical  Research 
Committee  on  "  Accessory  Food  Factors 
(Vitamins)"     H.M.    Stationery    Office^    1919 

Virol  has  been  specially  designed  by  Medical  Men  and 
Food  Experts  to  meet  the  requirements  of  growth  and 
development.     Virol  is 

A  well  balanced  Food 

that  supplies  the  needs  of  the  mother  and  child  in  a 
form  that  the  most  delicate  can  digest. 

Virol  contains  in  correct  proportions  all  classes  of 
body  building  material.  It  has  been  proved  by  inde- 
pendent scientific  investigations  that  Virol  as  it  reaches 
the  consumer  contains  the  vitamins. 

VIROL 

I'sed   in  2,500   Welfares. 
In  Jars.    1/3 ;   2/-  ;    and  3/9 

VIROL,    LTD.,    Hanger    Lane,    Ealing,    London,     W.5. 
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It  must  be  confessed  that,  arrived  in  London, 
she,  in  her  inexperience  and  her  unaccustomed 
wealth,  and  under  the  influence  of  her  vulgar  and 
fast  friend  Lydia,  did  not  achieve  that  social 
standing  which  she  craved.  But  we  have  no 
space  to  dwell  on  that  period  in  her  history. 
As  she  was  a  charming,  pure-minded  girl,  she 
came  out  unscathed  from  her  somewhat  risky 
experience. 

It  was  at  this  stage  that  she  became  acquainted 
with  Alexis  Triona. 

John  Briggs,  alias  Alexis  Triona,  or  Alexis 
Triona,  alias  John  Briggs,  whichever  you  please 
to  begin  with  John  Briggs  the  chauffeur  presented 
an  MS.  entitled,  "  Through  Blood  and  Snow," 
written  under  the  name  of  Alexis  Triona,  to  a 
famous  London  publishing  house.  It  purported 
to  be  the  personal  experience  of  his  early  war  days 
as  a  Russian  officer  ;  of  the  circumstances  that 
sent  him  into  the  Imperial  Secret  Service  ;  of  his 
incredible  wanderings,  sufferings  and  escapes. 
The  book  created  a  furore,  and  Triona's  future 
was  made.  He  dropped  "  John  Briggs,"  and 
also  the  calling  of  a  chauffeur.  He  had  a  charming, 
boyish  personality,  which  captivated  Olivia's 
adventurous  spirit.  She,  believing  him  to  be 
highly-born  and  connected,  hid  from  him  the  fact 
of  her  pig-killing  father,  though  otherwise  she 
was  of  a  frank,  open  nature. 

"  They  had  been  married  all  of  a  sudden,  both 
caught  up  on  the  wings  of  adventure  ;  they  were 
young,  free  as  air.  They  went  to  their  little  toy 
home  on  the  sea  coast,  '  Quien  Sabe,'  whose 
questioning    name    pointed    to    mystery." 

There  were  just  three  rooms  in  all  "  It's  the 
craziest  place  I've  ever  seen,"  said  Myra.  "  People 
will  be  living  in  old  areoplanes  next." 

But  the  very  craziness  of  the  habitation  made 
for  their  selfish  joy.  The  universe,  just  for  these 
twain,  had  gone  joyously  mad. 

The  exposure  of  Alexis  as  an  adventurer  and 
a  fraud  came  before  very  long.  Their  desire  to 
tour  the  world  was  one  of  the  determining  factors, 
for  Alexis  had  reckoned  without  the  passports, 
and    "  John  Briggs  "    stared  him  in  the  face. 

Little  by  little  his  deception  came  to  light — no 
Russian,  no  secret  service  experience — but  a 
naval  rating,  who  in  Russia  had  taken  from 
the  body  of  a  dead  man  the  note  book  of  experi- 
ence which  his  brilliant  mind  had  woven  into  his 
famous  book. 

Of  course,  the  shock  to  Olivia's  love  and  faith 
was  tremendous  ;  she  had  loved  Alexis,  she  had 
no  use  for    "  John  Briggs." 

We  must  leave  the  reader  to  discover  the 
denouement.  But  we  wish  that  space  would  allow 
us  to  do  justice  to  the  incomparable  Myra  ;  she  is 
worth  creating  and  we  will  conclude  with  a  charac- 
teristic of  her. 

Olivia  says,  "  Myra,  dear,  you'll  have  to  pack 
up  quick  ;    we're  going  to  Honolulu  to-morrow  !" 

"  You  must  make  it  the  day  after,"  said  Myra. 
:"  The  laundry  doesn't  come  home  till  to-morrow 
night." 

H.  H. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

October  21st. — The  Matrons'  Council.  Meeting. 
Elizabeth  Garrett  Anderson  Hospital  for  Women, 
Euston  Road.  3  p.m.  Tea  4.30  p.m.  Address  by 
Miss  Beatrice  Harraden  on  her  "  Trip  to  Poland," 
and  Music. 

October  T.yth. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  Monthly  Meeting.  Ministry 
of  Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.  i.     2.30  p.m. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

UNEMPLOYMENT     INSURANCE    ACT,    1922  : 
NURSES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  of 
Labour  to  refer  to  Section  lu  of  the  Unemploy- 
ment Insurance  Act,  1922,  whereby  employment 
as  a  female  professional  nurse  for  the  sick,  or  as 
a  female  probationer  undergoing  training  for 
employment,  as  such  a  nurse  is,  since  the  ist  July, 
this  year,  excepted  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Unemployment  Insurance  Acts. 

I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  authorities  of 
St.  Thomas'  Hospital  have  raised  the  question  of 
the  insurability  of  nurses  before  the  1st  July,  1922, 
and  the  Minister  has  decided  that  a  Senior  Staff 
Nurse  at  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  was,  before  the 
ist  July,  1922,  insurable  under  the  Unemployment 
Insurance  Acts.  Against  this  decision  the  authori- 
ties of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  have  lodged  an 
appeal,  and  the  main  ground  of  their  appeal  is 
that  the  Senior  Staff  Nurse  is  employed  in  domestic 
service. 

I  am  to  add  that  this  appeal  will  probably  be 
heard  early  next  month. 
I   am. 

Madam, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  H.  Durham. 
Ministry  of  Labour, 

Employment  and  Insurance  Department, 
Queen  Anne's  Chambers, 

28,  Broadway,  Westminster,  S.W.  i. 

[Since  receiving  this  communication  from  the 
Minister  of  Labour,  we  have  not  had  time  to 
consider  the  appeal  from  St.  Thomas'  Hospital, 
but  think  there  must  be  some  error  in  designating 
the  Senior  Staff  Nurse  as  in  domestic  and  not 
professional  service. — Ed.] 

PROTEST    AQAINST    STREET    COLLECTION 
FOR    NURSES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — ^Will  you  of  your  courtesy  allow  me 

to  protest  in  your  paper  against  the  practice  of 
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Street  Collections  and  Victory  Balls  for  Nurses. 
By  no  other  profession  would  such  a  thing  be 
tolerated  ;  the  Nursing  Profession  alone  must 
suffer  this  degradation.  '  Clergymen,  lawyers  and 
medical  men  would  not,  for  a  moment,  countenance 
this  practice  in  connection  with  themselves,  but 
they  have  the  control  of  their  own  affairs.  Nurses, 
whose  business  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
hospital  authorities  and  titled  lay  people,  have  to 
submit  to  this  treatment,  though  they  bitterly 
resent  it.  The  thing  to  be  done  is  to  pay  Nurses 
an  adequate  salary,  so  that  they  may  provide  for 
themselves  ;  not  to  ask  for  public  charity  on  their 
account. 

It  is  the  custom  to  get  the  last  ounce  possible 
out  of  members  of  the  Profession,  and  then  it  is 
evidently  considered  the  proper  thing  to  send  out 
people  with  little  tin  boxes  to  ask  for  help  for  those 
who  have  become  ill  and  worn  out.  We  hope  the 
general  public  will  realise  that  it  is  not  by  the  wish 
of  the  nurses  themselves  that  this  is  done. 

Already  a  very  large  sum  of  money — the 
Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses  and  the  Tribute  Fund — 
has  been  collected,  ostensibly  for  nurses  who  have 
suffered  through  war  service  ;  but  speaking  from 
personal  experience,  I  have  never  once  (although 
I  have  tried  many  times)  been  able  to  get  any  help 
for  a  nurse  in  distress  from  these  Funds.  Much  of 
the  money  has  gone  into  the  coffers  of  a  Society 
that  is  practically  governed  by  hospital  authorities 
and  the  laity. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 

The  Professional   Union   of   Trained  Nurses, 
62,    Oxford   Street,   W.i. 

AN    APPEAL    TO    OUR    READERS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — ^The  Lord  Mayor  has  kindly  consented 
to  a  meeting  being  held  at  the  Mansion  House,  on 
St.  Luke's  Day,  October  i8th,  at  3  p.m.,  in  aid  of 
the  Royal  Northern  Group  of  Hospitals,  on  whose 
behalf  Viscount  Ednam,  M.P.,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  J. 
Tennant,  Mrs.  Kendal,  Mr.  Stuart  de  la  Rue,  and 
others,   will  speak. 

Few  Hospitals  have  been  hit  by  the  changing 
times  as  badly  as  this  institution,  which,  being 
practically  unendowed,  has  to  raise  the  bulk  of 
the  money  required  each  year  for  maintenance 
from  voluntary  sources. 

In  these  most  difficult  times,  all  wards  have  been 
kept  open,  but  the  result  is  an  accumulated  debt, 
which  now  amounts  to  ^^36,000.  Unless  a  large 
part  of  this  sum  is  forthcoming  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  we  shall  have  to  curtail  considerably  the 
activities  of  a  Hospital  organisation,  which  even 
now,  is  scarcely  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the 
immense  area  served. 

The  public,  realising  that  the  past  few  years 
have  been  critical  ones  for  the  Hospitals  generally 
have  responded  nobly,  but  I  appeal  to  your  readers, 
especially  those  interested  in  the  vast  district  of 
North  London,   to  send   a   remittance,   however, 


small,  to  me  at  the  Royal  Northern  Hospital, 
HoUoway,  so  that  an  efficient  Hospital  service 
may  be  kept  available  for  a  population  of  a  million 
people. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Northampton, 

Chairman. 
Royal  Northern  Hospital, 

HoUoway  Road,  N.  7. 
October  12th,   1922. 

KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Stop  Immigration  of  Undesirable  Aliens. 

A  Social  Worker. — "  May  I  emphasise  the  danger 
to  the  national  morale,  character,  and  physique 
from  the  immigration  of  undesirable  aliens,  who 
herd  together  in  disgusting  proximity  and  undersell 
our  working  people  ?  To-day  I  called  on  a  hard- 
working Englishwoman  employed  as  a  scrubber. 
She  returned  from  work  pumped  out,  her  municipal 
work  having  been  to  clean  rooms  vacated  by 
filthy  Jewish  aliens — a  nice  occupation  for  a  self- 
respecting  Englishwoman  !  Also  may  I  draw  the 
attention  of  social  workers  and  nurses  to  a  little 
journal,  "  The  Hidden  Hand,"  published  to 
advocate  the  right  of  Britons  to  possess  and  rule 
Britain,  free  from  Jew  domination  secured  through 
their  international  finances.  I  ask  them  to  probe 
this  matter." 

[The  London  Gazette  of  September  26th  reports 
that  666  ex-enemy  aliens  landed  in  this  country 
during  August.  No  wonder  we  are  taxed  up  to 
the  eyes  to  help  our  unemployed. — Ed.]  , 

WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 

England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N.W. 

Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

PLEASE    NOTE. 

The  Registrar  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  will  be  grateful  if  all 
Registered  Nurses  will  quote  the  number  of  their 
Registration  Certificates,  and  state  if  they  are 
on  the  General  or  Supplementary  Register  when 
sending  in  the  retention  fee  of  2S.  6d. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

October  28th. — What  are  the  four  principal 
causes  of  maternal  mortality  in  order  of  import- 
ance, and  how  can  they  be  prevented  ? 

November  4th. — Describe  the  preparation  of  a 
patient  for  receiving  an  anaesthetic.  What  pre- 
cautions would  you  take  before  and  after  ? 
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THe   Midwife. 


CENTRAL    MIDWIVES    BOARD. 

MONTHLY    MEETING, 

A  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  was 
held  in  the  Board  Room,  Queen  Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  Westminster,  on  Thursday,  October 
12th,  Sir  Francis  Champneys  presiding. 

Correspondence. 
A  letter  was  received  from  Miss  Puxley  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  stating  that  the  Minister  of 
Health  approves,  under  Section  7  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1902,  the  decision  of  the  Board  to  pay  the 
Secretary  as  from  August  i8th  last  the  full  bonus 
according  to  the  scale  in  force  in  the  Civil  Service. 

Report  of  Standing  Committee. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Registrar  of 
Midwives,  New  Zealand,  stating  that  he  was  willing 
to  concede  that  the  midwives  trained  outside 
institutions  and  registered  on  that  training  by 
the  Board,  may,  on  production  of  proof  of  after- 
residency  and  work  in  an  approved  maternity 
training  school  for  the  term  needed  as  equivalent 
to  that  required  under  the  New  Zealand  Act,  be 
accepted  for  registration,  and  that  failing  such 
additional  experience  they  may  make  up  the 
time  in  the  Dominion,  and  sit  for  the  State 
Examination,  and  asking  that  this  proposal  for 
reciprocity  might  be  accepted  by  the  Board. 

The  Board  decided  that  the  Registrar  of  Mid- 
wives,  New  Zealand,  be  informed  that  the  Board 
appreciates  the  concession  which  the  Registrar 
is  willing  to  make  in  favour  of  midwives  holding 
the  Board's  Certificates  who  have  not  been  trained 
in  an  institution,  but  regrets  that  such  concession 
would  not  empower  the  Board  to  enter  into 
reciprocal  arrangements  with  New  Zealand  under 
Section  10  of  the  Midwives  Act,  191 8  ;  the  Board 
is,  however,  quite  willing  to  recognise  the  training 
undergone  by  midwives  registered  in  New  Zealand, 
and  will  not  require  any  such  midwives  as  may 
wish  to  sit  for  the  Board's  examination  to  undergo 
further  training. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Gloucester  District  Nursing  Society  asking 
if  a  pupil  could  be  admitted  to  examination  on 
undergoing  four  months'  midwifery  training  in 
consequence  of  three  years'  training  at  the  Yeovil 
Cottage  Hospital,  and  registration  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  pupil  in  question  be 
required  to  undergo  a  six  months'  course  of  mid- 
wifery training  before  sitting  for  examination. 

The  applications  of  Miss  Ethel  M.  Hefford  and 
Miss  Constance  Whyte,  who  have  been  certified  as 
midwives  by  the  Colonial  Medical  Council  in  South 
Africa,  to  be  admitted  to  Examination  without 
undergoing  further  training,  were  granted. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
Middlesex    County    Council    reporting    that    the 


County  Council  was  not  in  a  position  to  find  a 
prima  facie  case  under  Section  8  (2)  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1902,  against  the  midwife  who  had  adminis- 
tered a  "  whiff  of  chloroform  "  (whose  action  was 
under  consideration  by  the  Board  at  its  last  meet- 
ing), and  again  asking  for  the  Board's  views  as  to 
the  desirability  of  a  midwife  administering 
chloroform. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Middlesex 
County  Council  be  informed  that  the  Board  will 
express  its  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  the  use  of 
a  drug  by  a  midwife  is  justified  when  it  has  a 
concrete  case  before  it,  and  is  aware  of  all  the 
circumstances  attending  the  administration  or  the 
use  of  such  drug.  The  Board  saw  no  reason  why 
the  midwife  should  not  be  reported  in  order  that 
it  might  consider  the  question  on  a  concrete  case. 

Applications, 

For  approval  as  Lecturer. — ^The  applications  of 
the  following  medical  practitioners  were  granted  : — 
Dr.  Edward  William  Rees-Jones,  D.P.H.,  Dr. 
Edward  Posnett,  Dr.  John  Russell  Brodie  Russell. 

For  approval  as  Teacher. — The  applications  of  the 
following  midwives  were  granted  : — Midwife  Emma 
Dix  (No.  44038),  Midwife  Edith  Sarah  Annie 
Morton  (No.  55466),  and  of  Midwife  Deborah  Anne 
Ladbrook  (No.  30265),  subject  to  conditions. 

Reciprocity  with   Scotland   and   Ireland. 

Applications  of  four  midwives  were  approved  to 
be  certified  by  the  Board  under  Section  10  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1918,  by  reason  of  holding  the 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
Scotland,  or  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
Ireland,  obtained  by  virtue  of  the  possession  of  the 
Certificate  of  the  Hospital  specified  in  each  case, 
gained  after  training  and  examination  by  that 
hospital. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  in  conformity  with 
the  Board's  Resolutions  of  July  25th,  1918,  and 
October  14th,  1920,  he  had  placed  on  the  Roll  the 
names  of  thirteen  midwives  holding  a  certificate  of 
having  passed  the  Examination  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Boards  for  Scotland  or  for  Ireland. 

PENAL    CASES. 

At  a  Special  Meeting  to  consider  penal  cases  on 
Wednesday,  October  nth,  charges  alleged  against 
eight  midwives  were  heard,  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Struck  off  the  Roll. — Midwives  I.  D.  Benoy  (No. 
24452),  Frances  Hall  (No.  11 254),  Emma  Laight 
(No.  17341),  Margaret  Hunter  Lewis  (No.  39720), 
and  Ruth  Adams  Spencer  (No.  16928).  The  last 
two  were  prohibited  from  attendance  on  maternity 
cases  in  any  capacity. 

Sentence  Postponed. — ^Midwife  R.  A.  Barcroft 
(No.  46704). 

Cautioned. — Midwives  Jessie  Crompton  (No. 
46002)    L.  E.  Smith  (No.  27820). 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE    END    OF    THE   COALITION. 

The  outstanding-  event  of  the  week  is  the 
end  of  the  Coalition  Government  and  the 
comings  into  power  of  the  Conservative  Party 
with  Mr.  Bonar  Law  as  Prime  Minister. 
Immediately  on  the  formation  of  his  Govern- 
ment the  Prime  Minister  has  advised  the  King" 
to  dissolve  Parliament,  with  the  result  that  a 
General  Election  is  to  take  place  in  the  middle 
of  November.  We  may  expect  the  contest 
then  to  be  between  the  Conservative  Party  and 
the  Labour  Party.  Few  people  will  desire  to 
see  a  Coalition  Government  come  into  power 
ag-ain,  for  it  would  mean  a  sacrifice  of  principles 
on  both  sides,  and  a  House  of  Commons 
g-overned  by  expediency.  The  Coalition  may 
have  served  a  useful  purpose  during"  the  war, 
but  its  day  of  usefulness  has  passed,  and  a 
chang-ei  is  overdue. 

Those  who  are  observers  of  the  portents  of 
the  times  have  little  doubt  that.  Labour  will 
ultimately  hold  the  reins  of  gfovemment,  but  at 
present  we  bel'ieve  that  the  country  will  wel- 
come a  Conservative  Government  with  Mr. 
Bonar  Law  at  its  head,  for  it  is  tired  of  excur- 
sions into  the  unknown,  and  dlesires  peace  and 
security  at  home  and  abroad,  the  revival  of 
trade,  and  financial  stability,  all  of  which  are 
most  likely  to  be  secured  by  a  Government 
formed  of  experienced  statesmen,  versed  in  the 
amenities  of  diplomacy,  and  good  sound  men 
of  business.  Such  a  Government  is  most  likely 
to  be  formed  at  the  present  time  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Bonar  Law. 

Our  readers  fall  largfeily,  we  believe,  into  the 
two  categfories  we  have  mentionedi— Conserva- 
tives who  hold  to  old  traditions,  and  those  who 
look  for  redemption  throug^h  social  evolution. 
The  present  times,  however,  are  too  critical 
for  experimenting-  with  a  new  form  of  Govern- 


ment, with  the  inevitable  mistakes  and  faults 
of  inexperience,  and  we  think  that  the  result 
of  the  elections  will  prove  that  the  country 
desire  men  experienced  in  affairs  at  the  helm 
of  the  g-ood  ship  of  State,  until  her  course  lies 
in  less  troubled  seas  than  at  present. 

What  we  need,  before  all,  are  men  of 
integrity,  patriotic  spirit,  wisdom  and  couragie. 
These!,  we  are  aware,  are  not  thei  exclusive 
possession  of  any  one  party.  Nevertheless,  we 
turn  with,  relief  to  the  Conservative  Party  in  the 
faith  that  it  can  providfei  such.  men.  Intellig-ent 
nurses  have  liearnt  to  distrust  the  expediency  of 
Coalition.  To  illustrate  our  contention  :  The 
Nurses'  Reg-istration  Act  for  England  and 
Wales  provides  a  stepping-stone  towards  the 
professional  uplift  and  self-government  which 
nurses  so  ardiently  desire.  But  how  has  that 
Act  been  administered  during  the  term,  of  office 
of  the  late  Minister  of  Health?  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  its  administration  has 
been  soulless,  ruthless,  reitentless.  To  foster 
and  cherish  that  most  precious  thing,  the  soul 
of  the  Nursing  Profession,  should  have  been 
the  aim  of  the  Department.  Instead,  it  has 
been  trodden  underfoot,  and  might,  mate- 
rialism, and  expediency  have  been  the  dominat- 
ing influences. 

•  We  note  with  a  sigh  of  relief  that  Sir  Alfred 
Mond  handed  over  the  seals  of  office  ort 
Wednesday  last.  The  powerless  threat  in  th^ 
House  of  Commons  to  have  our  Registration 
Act  repealed  cannot  be  recalled  without  justifi- 
able indignation.  .. 

The  nursies  have  nothing  to  lose  and  every- 
thing to  gain  from  a  change  of  administration 
at  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Let  us  hope  that 
the  new  Minister,  Sir  Arthur  Griffith  Boscawen, 
will  understand  the  mentality  of  the  section 
of  the  Nursing  Profession  who  promoted  and 
worked  so  loyally  for  legislation,  and  deal 
sympathetically  with  their  aspirations. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT     ARE      THE     POUR     PRINCIPAL     CAUSES     OP 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY.  IN  ORDER  OP  IMPORTANCE, 

AND    HOW     CAN     THEY     BE     PREVENTED? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Theodoira  Harris,  Town  Hall 
Chambers,  Hastings,  to  whom  we  have 
awarded  it  because  she  places  sepsis  first  in 
order  of  importance,  which,  in  our  opinion,  is 
its  right  position,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
Number  4  is  rather  vague. 

PVfZK      PAPER. 

It  is  a  disquieting  fact  that  maternal  mor- 
tality, which  had  decreased  since  the  passing 
of  the  Midwives  Act,  has  during  the  last  two 
years  shown  a  distinct  rise. 

The  four  chief  causes  may  be  quoted  as 
follows  : — 

1.  Sepsis. 

2.  Albuminuria. 

3.  Haemorrhage. 

4.  Other  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  labour. 

1.  The  first  is  by  far  the  largest  cause  of 
the  mortality  and  is  also  the  most  preventible. 
It  can,  however,  only  be  prevented  by  efforts 
both  on  the  part  of  the  State  and  of  the  indi- 
vidual attendant  on  the  lying-in  woman.  The 
State  might  do  much  in  this  work  of  preven- 
tion by  stricter  legislation  re  attendance  at 
childbirth,  especially  in  regard  to  "handy 
women  "  and  "  covering  "  by  (some)  doctors. 
There  are  many  cases  now  attended  by  an  un- 
qualified woman,  who  calls  herself  a  "  mater- 
nity nurse,"  and  the  medical  practitioner 
*'  looks  in  "  next  day  to  see  all  is  well.  This 
"  handy  woman  "  is  not  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Inspector  of  Midwives,  no  rules  are 
binding  on  her,  and  at  present  apparently 
nothing  can  be  done  to  stop  this  practice. 

Maternity  nurses  also,  even  when  the  doctor 
is  actually  present  at  delivery,  should  be  re- 
quired to  have  a  standard  of  training  and 
efficiency,  and  be  liable,  in  the  same  way  as  a 
midwife,  to  removal  from  practice  in  conse- 
quence of  carelessness  or  inefficiency.  Further, 
every  maternal  death  and  every  case  of  puer- 
peral sepsis  might,  as  suggested  by  the  New 
Zealand  sipecial  committee  on  maternal  mor- 
tality, be  the  subject  of  investigation  by  the 
local  authority,  the  result  being  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  Education  of  public 
opinion  to  know  the  dangers  of  sepsis  and  the 
safeguards  against  it  would  also  assist.  Early 
booking  and  thorough  and  early  examination 
of  the  patient  would  likewise  be  of  value,  as 
thus  difficult  cases  could  be  sent  into  institu- 


tions, instead  of  emergencies  having  to  be 
struggled  with  in  dirty  and  over-crowded  sur- 
roundings; minor  causes  of  sepsis,  such  as 
carious  teeth,  impetigo,  &c.,  could  be  dealt 
with  and  cured;  and  venereal  cases  (a  certain 
proportion  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  being 
stated  to  be  caused  by  the  gonococcus)  could 
be  treated  beforehand,  and  infection  more 
adequately  guarded  against. 

2.  The  great  preventive  in  the  case  of 
albuminuria  is  early  booking,  and  regular 
examination  by  the  doctor  or  midwife  of  the 
urine,  as  well  as  a  watch  being  kept  on  the 
patient  for  puffiness.  If  discovered  early 
enough,  suitable  treatment  and  diet  may  carry 
an  expectant  mother  safely  to  term ;  and  if 
that  is  impossible,  labour  may  be  induced  by 
the  doctor  to  save  the  patient's  life. 

3.  Haemorrhage,  though  sometimes  inevit- 
able, could  be  largely  minimised  by  ante-natal 
examination  and  care,  thus  discovering  early 
placenta  praevia  and  also  conditions  conducive 
to  post-partum  haemorrhage ;  while  skilled 
assistance  at  birth  would  reduce  the  number  of 
cases  of  this,  and  treat  it  efficiently  when  it 
occurred.  The  habit  of  hurrying  the  delivery 
of  a  placenta  is  responsible  for  a  certain 
amount  of  haemorrhage ;  there  would  be  dis- 
tinctly less  if  the  delivery  of  the  placenta  were 
left  to  take  a  natural  course  .  .  .  provided  the 
latter  is  not  over  long,  the  uterus  hard,  and  no 
loss  occurring. 

4.  As  regards  other  accidents  of  pregnancy 
and  labour,  the  great  preventive  in  such 
cases  is  early  examination  and  supervision  of 
the  patient  by  a  medical  practitioner  or  a  com- 
petent midwife,  and  skilled  and  efficient  help 
at  birth. 

In  all  these  causes  of  maternal  mortality  the 
general  well-being  of  the  expectant  mother, 
her  freedom  from  worry,  mental  strain,  and 
too  strenuous  work,  the  possibility  of  her 
obtaining  adequate  nourishment  and  comfort, 
and  trained  help  and  advice,  will  materially  aid 
in  the  prevention  of  what  is  surely  the  most 
tragic  mortality  possible. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  M.  E.  Thorpe,  Miss 
Henrietta  Ballard,  Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  M. 
James. 

QUESTION    FOR    NEXT  WEEK. 

Describe  the  preparation  of  a  patient  for 
receiving  an  anaesthetic.  What  precautions 
would  vou  take  before  and  after? 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


Please  read  ouir  Editorial  remarks  on  the 
Election  of  Nurse  Representatives  on  the 
forthcoming  General  Nursing  Councils. 


Ehiring-  the  war  we  congratulated  Her 
Majesty  Queen  Mary — whose  activities  for  the 
welfare  of  the  nation  were  a  splendid  example 
of  devoted  service  to  us  all — that  she  never 
courted  cheap  popularity  by  donning  nursing 
uniform,   like  so  many  of  her  sister  Queens. 

No  douJbt  the  dear  ladies  were  inspired  by 
humanitarian  motives,  but  we  prefer  them  in 
more  regal  attire.  Queen  Marie  of  Roumania 
has  had  a  special  stamp  designed  and  issued 
for  the  Coronation,  on  which  she  is  presented 
as  a  nurse.  It  is  not  half  as  imposing  as  she 
appeared  in  her  lovely  crown  of  Transylvanian 
gold,  which  would  have  made  a  most  artistic 
stamp,  admired  of  all  philatelists. 

The  Ministry  of  Labour  has  communicated 
with  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association  and 
other  Nurses'  Organisations,  asking  whether 
they  desire  to  intervene  and  to  be  represented 
at  the  appeal  lodged  by  St.  Thomas's  Hospital 
against  the  insurability  of  nurses  before 
July  ist,  1922,  under  the  Unemployment 
Insurance  Acts.  The  Minister  of  Labour  hais 
decided  that  a  Senior  Staff  Nurse  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital  was  insurable  up  to  that 
date,  and  the  appeal  is  made  on  the  main 
ground  that  the  Seriior  Staff  Nurse  is  employed 
in  domestic  service. 

Having  regard  to  the  contention  now  raised 
by  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  and  to  the  views 
expressed  at  the  inquiry  held  by  the  Ministry 
in  January,  192 1,  that  nurses  in  hospitals  could 
not  be  classed  as  domestic  servants,  the 
Minister  of  Labour  desires  to  know  if  Associa- 
tions of  Nurses  would  be  willing  to  give  evi- 
dence, either  orally  or  by  affidavit,  on  the 
question  whether  nurses  in  hospitals  can  or 
cannot  be  classed  as  domestic  servants. 

This  is  a  most  important  question,  and  can 
be  readily  answered,  thanks  to  the  legal  status 
bestowed  on  professional  nurses  under  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Acts. 

Professional  Nurses  are  not  domestic  servants, 
and  we  hop>e  their  organisations  will  elect  to 
give  evidence  as  suggested,  and  to  dissociate 
them  from  the  ground  of  the  appeal  for  exemp- 
tion from  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  that  they  are 
employed  in  domestic  service. 


gratulate  Miss  E.  Fulcher  (late  of  Devonshire 
Street),  trained  at  the  London  Hospital,  on  the 
Home  built  to  her  requirements  at  56,  58,  and 
60,  Hallam  Street,  Portland  Place,  W.i,  which 
was  opened  on  Wednesday,  October  i8th,  by 
Mrs.  Scharlieb,  M.D.,  who  said  that  not  only 
the  needs  of  the  patients,  but  of  everyone  else, 
including  doctors  and  nurses,  appeared  to  have 
been  considered. 

There  is  accommodation  for  about  28 
patients,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  ward, 
in  which  there  are  three  beds,  all  the  rooms 
are  single.  Grey  is  the  predominating  colour 
of  the  walls ;  beds  and  chairs  are  most  com- 
fortable, and  the  colour  schemes  of  screens 
and  cretonnes  most  harmonious.  Each  floor 
is  self-contained,  with  inter-telephonic  com- 
munication ;  it  has  its  own  diet  and  service 
kitchen,  linen  cupboards,  soiled-linen  shoot, 
bathroom.  A  lift  connects  each  floor  with  the 
kitchen,  and  there  is  a  larger  lift  on  which 
patients  can  be  conveyed  to  the  operating 
theatres,  of  which  there  are  two,  and  which 
are  fitted  with  the  latest  appliances,  and  with 
a  very  powerful  light,  which  can  be  moved 
about  at  will.  We  noticed  that  radiators  are 
not  taboo,  as  in  some  very  up-to-date  hos- 
pitals, where  the  heating  appliances  are  inside 
the  walls.  In  the  present  case  the  radiator  can 
be  swung  right  out  and  used  for  keeping 
blankets  warm.  There  is  plenty  of  cupboard 
room  for  brooms  and  brushes  and  other  house- 
hold requirements. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  sooner  or  later,  we 
hope  sooner,  all  the  nursing  staff  will  be  Regis- 
tered Nurses,  as  now  that  State  Registration 
is  in  force  this  is  undoubtedly  a  guarantee  for 
which  the  medical  profession  and  the  public 
will  ask. 


Missi  E.  Abraham,  Matron  of  the  Cathedral 
Nursing  Society  for  the  Sick  Poor,  48  Osborne 
Road,  Newcastle,  wishes  to  thank  all  who 
helped  to  make  the  recent  sale  of  work  so 
successful,  including  the  patients,  both  former 
and  present,  many  of  whom  collected  money  or 
made  articles  for  the  stalls.  The  sale  realised 
;;{^i6o,  after  all  expenses  were  paid. 


A  great  need  for  the  care  of  private  patients 
is  the  provision  of  Nursing  Homes  designed 
and   built   to  meet   their  needs,    and   we  con- 


An  Act  is  now  in  force  for  the  Registration 
of  Nurses  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada, 
under  the  title  of  the  "Act  Respecting  the 
Profession  of  Nursing."  Those  registered 
may  append  to  their  names  the  letters  "  R.N." 

The  expression  "  approved  training  school  '* 
mean  si  a  school  attached  to,  or  operatesi  in  con- 
nection with,  a  hospital  giving*  a  general  train- 
ing in  nursing  extending  for  at  least  three 
years,  containing  at  least  fifty  beds. 
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There  is  to  be  a  Board  of  Examiners  con- 
sisting of  three  Medical  Officers  and  three 
Superintendents  (Matrons)  from  the  Charlotte- 
town  Hospital,  the  Prince  Edward  Island  Hos- 
pital, and  the  Prince  County  Hospital. 

Apparently  only  graduate  (certificated)  nurses 
in  the  Province  are  eligible  for  registration 
right  away,  those  graduate  nurses  who  enter 
must  practise  for  one  year  before  they  are 
eligible  for  registration  in  the  Island. 

Prince  Edward  Island,  situated  in  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence,  is  rather  larger  than  the 
county  of  Norfolk.  It  was  first  settled  by  the 
French,  who  held  it  for  many  years;  then  we 
came  along  and  deprived  them  of  it,  relented 
and  restored  it  to  France,  but  later  seized  it 
again.     Our  little  way. 

The  Times  makes  the  following  interesting 
announcement : — 

"  A  munificent  donation  by  an  American  lady 
who  has  benefited  by  English  nursing  skill  has 
enabled  the  British.  Nursing  Association  to  ex- 
pand into  the  British-American  Home,  equipped 
with  the  latest  appliances,  in  its  own  building 
in  the  outskirts  of  Madrid. 

"  This  establishment  meets  a  long-felt  want 
of  the  English-speaking  colony,  and  its  endow- 
ment relieves  the  British  Mutual  Aid  Benevolent 
Society  of  a  heavy  financial  burden.  Four 
British  nurses  will  be  in  attendance  at  the 
home,  to  which  Queen  Victoria  of  Spain  has 
been  asked  to  give  her  patronage  . 

INSIGNIA  OF  THE  LEGION  OF  HONOUR 
FOR  MISS    F.    E.    CROWELL,    R.N. 

Miss  F.  Elisabeth  Crowell,  R.N.,  director 
of  nursing  service  of  the  Rockefeller  Commis- 
sion for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  in 
France,  was  recently  decorated  by  President 
Millerand.  Miss  Crowell  was  formerly  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  Association  of  Tuber- 
culosis Clinics  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
French  President  pinned  the  insignia  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour  on  Miss  Crowell  at  a  presi- 
dential reception  to  members  of  the  Commis- 
sion when  it  terminated  its  active  work  in 
France. 

Our  readers  will  warmly  congratulate  Viscount 
Novar,  P.C.,  formerly  Sir  R.  Munro  Ferguson, 
upon  his  appointment  in  the  new  Government  as 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  Viscount  Novar  had 
charge  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  in  the 
House  of  Commons  from  1905  to  191 4,  when  he 
was  appointed  Governor-General  for  Australia, 
and  during  all  those  years  extended  to  the  nurses 
valuable  help  with  the  utmost  kindness  and 
courtesy. 


THE  ELECTION  OF  NURSE  REPRESEN- 
TATIVES ON  THE  GENERAL  NURSINQ 
COUNCIL   FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


INDEPENDENT     CANDIDATES     ESSENTIAL. 

The  Registered  Nurses  of  this  country  have 
before  them  a  momentous  event — the  election 
of  their  representatives  on  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  which  will  govern  them  for 
the  next  five  years. 

We   want    the   nurses   to    realise   that    this 
Statutory  Council  set  up  by  the  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration   Act    is    the    Governing    Body    of    the 
Nursing  Profession,  just  as  the  General  Medical 
Council  is  the  Governing  Body  of  the  Medical 
Profession.    Yet  the  constitution  of  this  Council 
does  not,  as  the  Medical  Council  does,  provide 
for  self-government  of  the  Profession   by   its 
members.     Nurses  have  been  and  are  such  a 
subject  class  of  poorly   paid  women  workers 
that  no  Government,  so  far,  has  had  the  innate 
sense  of  justice  or  generosity  to  give  them  a 
constitution  through  which  it  would  be  possible 
to     govern     themselves,      and     better     their 
conditions,       as      they      think      fit.         Thus, 
although    the    Registered    Nursesi    have    the 
right     to     elect     sixteen     members    of     their 
profession    on    to    a   Council    of    twenty-five, 
and    have    thus    the,  vote    if    they    have    the 
loyalty    to     unite,     actually     the     balance     of 
power    is    in    the    hands   of    their   employers, 
members  of   the  public,   lay   women,    hospital 
managers  and  medical  men  who  are  nominated 
by   Government   Departments,    and  who   have 
proved,  during  their  past  term  of  office,  extra- 
ordinarily ignorant  of  nursing  organisation  and 
sensibilities,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  Matrons, 
have  grasped   executive  power  in  committees 
and  in  the  office,  ignoring  the  wishes  and  con- 
sidered judgment  of  the  Registration  pioneers 
and  the  rank  and  file  who  promoted  and  won 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  in  the  face  of  the 
most  determined  and  unscrupulous  attempts  to 
suppress  liberty  of  thought  and  action  through- 
out the  nursing  community.     This  is  our  posi- 
tion to-day. 

After  a  life-time  of  arduous  work  for  the 
organisation  of  Nursing  Education  by  the 
State,  and  a  self-governing  Disciplinary  Body, 
at  the  cost  to  the  pioneers  of  upwards  of 
;C30,ooo,  we  are  faced  with  a  powerful  caucus — 
the  Union  of  Hospital  Governors  and  decorated' 
doctors — ^supported  by  charity  and  the  Cowdray 
millions — which  control's  thousands  of  nurses 
-throughout  the  country,  who  have  absolutely 
no  effective  power  in  its  Council,  and  who  are 
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apparently  dumb  and  futile  when  serious 
attacks  are  promoted  in  their  name. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  proposal  of  Miss 
Cox-Davies,  supported  by  Colleg-e  colleagT5es 
on  the  G.N.C.,  to  deprive  Reg^istered  Nurses 
of  the  record  of  their  certificates  on  the  pub- 
lished State  Reg-ister.  What  did  the  20,000 
Colleg-e  nurses  do  to  prevent  this  disastrous 
proposition,  which  would  have  resulted  in 
depreciation  of  status  and  professional  ruin, 
in  the  near  future,  of  thousands  of  our  most 
highly  qualified  women?     They  did  nothing. 

Why  did  they  take  no  action  to  protect  the 
recognition  and  evidence  of  their  professional 
knowledge  and  status?  Why,  because  they  are 
governed  by  an  executive  of  unprofessional 
men,  supported  by  a  small  clique  of  Matrons 
working-  in  London,  and  becauisie  they  were 
never  consulted. 

Again,  we  are  now  faced  with  another 
most  serious  injury. 

For  two  whole  years  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee  of  the  G.N.C.  has 
devoted  upwards  of  fifty  meeting-s  (imagine  the 
cost  to  the  nurses — who  sustain  the  entire 
financial  responsibility  of  administering-  the 
Registration  Act — of  these  meetings)  to  draft- 
ing the  Syllabusses  of  "  Prescribed  Training  " 
which  the  Act  makes  compulsory.  These  Sylla- 
busses have  been  unanimously  approved  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  and  yet  at  its  last 
meeting,  Miss  Lloyd  Still,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Education  Committee,  Miss  Cox-Davies  and 
others  actually  supported  a  suggestion  made  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  Lady  Hobhouse, 
Miss  Seymour  Yapp  and  Dr.  Goodall,  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  use  of  the  Syllabus  for 
General  Training,  and  substitute  a  skeleton 
•    Syllabus  of  Examination  ! 

We  presume  none,  of  these  persons  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  study  the  Registration  Act, 
or  at  least  to  realise  that  Section  (3)  (2)  (a  and  b) 
prescribes  that  Rules  under  this  Section  are 
compulsory,  and  states  that  they  "  shall  contain 
provisions  "  requiring  as  a  condition  of  admis- 
sion of  any  person  to  the  Register  that  that 
person  shall  have  undergone  the  prescribed 
training,  and  shall  possess  the  experience,  in 
the  nursing  of  the  sick  .  .  .  and  further  "  re- 
quiring that  the  prescribed  training  shall  be 
carried  out  in  an  institution  approved!  by  the 
Council."  Yet,  in  spite  of  the  unanimous 
agreement  by  the  Council,  and  the  huge  ex- 
penditure of  time  and  money  in  preparing  these 
Syllabusses,  the  Matrons  of  the  largest  training 
schools  on  the  Council  are  quite  prepared  to 
deprive  the  Nursing  Profession  of  the  right  of 
a   scheme  of   "prescribed   training"   as   pro- 


vided in  the  Act,  and  eagerly  accepted  by 
hundreds  of  hospitals  and  infirmaries  through- 
out the  country  who  are  training  their  nurses 
on  the  Syllabus. 

What  action  have  the  20,000  College  nurses 
taken  on  this  betrayal  of  their  professional 
interests,  and  those  of  their  colleagues,  by 
members  of  the  College  Council? 

So  far  as  we  can  gather,   none  whatever  ! 

We  ask  fair-minded  members  of  the  College 
how  they  can  reconcile  their  inaction  with  any 
sense  of  professional  responsibility?  The 
record  of  their  qualifications  was  saved  by  the 
group  of  free  nurses  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  suipported  by  groups  of  nurses  who 
are  not  members  of  the  College.  The  resist- 
ance to  the  present  attempt  to  deprive  the 
general  members  of  the  Profession  of  a  Syllabus 
of  ' '  prescribed  training  ' '  (the  absurdity  of  the 
situation  is  emphasised  when  it  is  realised  that 
the  Male  Nurses  and  the  Sick  Children's 
Nurses  aire  to  be  granted  an  almost  identical 
Syllabus,  and  Mental  and  Fever  Nurses  ex- 
cellent and  suitable  curricula)  is,  as  usual, 
being  left  to  the  independent  members  of  the 
G.N.C.  to  fight;  and  that  brings  us  to  the 
question  of  the  value  of  "  independent  "  mem- 
bers in  comparison  with  those  who  apparently 
owe  first  duty  to  College  Council  policy  and  not 
to  their  Profession  as  a  whole. 

The  Value  of  Independent  Members. 

In  another  column  our  readers  will  find  a 
report  of  a  meeting  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
held  last  Saturday,  with  the  Hon.  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley,  Treasurer  of  the  Hospital  and  Chair- 
man of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  in  the 
chair,  summoned  to  consider  a  list  of  Matrons 
and  nurses  approved  by  the  College  and  the 
Associations  of  Hospital  and  of  Infirmary 
Matrons  as  candidates  for  election  ,  on  the 
G.N.C.  The  list  makes  no  pretence  of  the 
direct  representation  of  the  Nursing  Profession 
as  a  whole,  which  the  Act  was  passed  to  secure, 
but  of  one  group  of  nurses  associated  under 
lay  control  (every  signatory  of  the  College 
Company  is  a  layman,  and  five  out  of  the  six 
executive  officers  are  laymen  and  medical  men), 
and  from  the  list  agreed  it  will  be  found  that 
those  Matrons  who  agreed  to  deprive  the  Pro- 
fession of  their  qualifications,  and  who  most 
weakly  aissentedi  to  scrapping  the  Syllabus,  are 
placed  first  on  the  list ! 

The  list  provides  a  candidate  for  every  seat, 
in  the  ho{>e,  no  doubt,  that  through  the 
iniquitous  Rule  9  (a),  which  provides  a  pre- 
ferential system  of  placing  College  members  on 
the  State  Register,  the  College  will  capture  the 
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Council  and  secure  absolute  control  over  the 
Nursing-  Profession — the  determined  aim  of  its 
Chairman  and  Executive  Officers — at  any  cost. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  spirit  of  the  Act  pro- 
vides for  the  election  of  independent  candidates, 
and  we  are  g"rateful  to  know  that  a  number  of 
public-spirited  nurses  are  willing-  to  come  for- 
ward and  take  a  sporting-  chance  of  election, 
trusting-  in  a  sense  of  rectitude  and  love  of  fair 
play  and  liberty  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
Profession.     Good. 

Like  Luther,  whatever  we  do,  let  us  do  it 
boldly. 

It  was  announced'  at  a  meeting-  of  the 
Matrons'  Council  on  Saturday  that  Regfistered 
Nurses  had  ibeen  urg-ed  and  had  consented  to 
stand  for  election  as  Independent  Members — 
the  nominees  of  no  g-roup  or  Association  of 
Nurses,  but  as  representatives  of  the  Nursing- 
Profession  as  a  whole — ^and  who  are  prepared 
to  work  without  fear  or  favour  for  the  benefit 
of  every  Reg-istered  Nurse,  irrespective  of  any 
Nurses'  Society  to  which  she  may  belong. 

In  their  opinion  the  General  Nursing^  Council 
should,  like  Caesar's  wife,  be  above  suispicion, 
and  this  unprejudiced  attitude  can  never  be 
maintained  by  cliques  liable  to  pressure  throug^h 
outside  org-anisations. 

The  Independent  candidates  realise  that  the 
General  Nursing  Council  is  not  only  an  Educa- 
tional and  Reg-istration  Body,  but  it  is  the 
Disciplinary  Body  of  the  Nursings  Profession, 
which  sits  in  judgment  on  charges  of  profes- 
sional misconduct,  considers  cases  brought 
before  it  of  members  convicted  of  felony  or  mis- 
demeanour, with  j>ower  to  remove  a  nurse's 
name  from  the  Register,  and  thus  to  deprive 
her  of  professional  status  and  power  to  earn 
her  living. 

How  absolutely  essential  it  is,  therefore,  that 
such  a  Body  should  be  entirely  free  from  all 
outside  control,  place-hunting  and  wire-pulling, 
cannot  be  denied. 

The  more  members  of  the.  General  Nursing 
Council  stand  aloof  from  rival  and  organised 
bodies  outside  their  own  sphere  of  influence 
the  better. 

Moral. — Place  Independent  Candid'ates  on 
the  Council,  pledged  to  serve  the  interests  of 
the  whole  Profession,  and  not  merely  a 
privileged  part  of  it. 

The  Prescribed  Scheme. 

The  Prescribed  Scheme  for  the  election  of 
the  sixteen  Registered  Nurses  has  not  yet  been 
reported  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  as 
approved  and  signed  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
so  that  additions  will  be  made  to  the  following 


List    of    Independent    Candidates    when    the 
Scheme  is  finally  approved. 

First  List  of  Independent  Candidates  for 

Election  to  Date. 

Independent  Candidates, 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Member  G.N.C. 
Formerly  Matron,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
E.C. 

Miss  M.  Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C.  Formerly 
Matron,  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  W.C. 

Miss  Helen  L.  Pearse,  Superintendent  School 
Nurses,  London  County  Council. 

Miss  S.  M.  Marsters,  Superintendent,  Pad- 
dington  and  Marylebone  District  Nurses' 
Association,  Certified  Midwife. 

Miss  Alice  Cattell,  Member  G.N.C,  Cert. 
St.  George's  Hospital,  Private  Nurse. 

Miss  Cathlin  Cicely  du  Sautoy,  Cert.  Guy's 
Hospital,  Formerly  Lecturing  Sister  on  Sick- 
room Cookery,  Physiology,  Hyg-iene,  and 
Chemistry  of  Food,  Tredegar  House,  London 
Hospital,  Formerly  Inspector  for  Wales, 
Q.V.J. I. ,  Certified  Midwife. 

Miss  Maude  MacCallum,  Member  G.N.C. 

Miss  Susan  A.  Villiers,  Member  G.N.C, 
Fever  Nurse.  Matron,  South- Western  Hos- 
pital, Stockwell. 

Miss  A.  M.  Bushby,  Sick  Children's  Nurse. 
Matron,  Queen's  Hospital  for  Children, 
Hackney,  E. 

Mr.  Tom  Christian,  Member  G.N.C  Male 
Mental  Nurse.  Cert.  M.P.A.,  Chief  Charge 
Nurse,  London  County  Council  Mental  Hos- 
pital, Banstead, 

PUBLIC  MEETING. 

Candidates  for  Election  on  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales 
to  address  Constituents. 

On  Thursday,  November  2nd,  a  Public 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  11,  ChandO'S  Street, 
Cavendish  Square,  London,  W.,  at  5  p.m.,  at 
which  prospective  Candidates  for  Election  on 
to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Eng-land 
and  Wales  are  Invited  to  address  their  Regis- 
tered Nurse  constituents.  Councillor  Beatrice 
Kent  will  preside. 

Any  Candidate  who  has  accepted  nomination 
will  be  welcome  to  the  platform  to  place  her 
or  his  policy  before  the  constituency  and  to 
reply  to  questions  concerning"  it.  Candidates 
who  wish  to  take  part  in  the  Meeting  should 
intimate  the  same  to  tlie  Hon.  Secretary, 
Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council, 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London.  W. 

Front  seats  will  be  reserved  for  voters,  but 
any  nurse  may  attend  the  meeting-. 
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MEETING  AT  ST.  THOMAS'  HOSPITAL. 


A  meeting  of  members  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  to  consider  the  coming  election  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  under  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  was  held  on  Saturday, 
October  21st,  1922,  at  3  p.m.,  at  St.  Thomas' 
Hospital.  The  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  presided. 
A  list  of  candidates  which  had  been  prepared 
by  a  Joint  Committee  composed  of  representatives 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  the  Poor-Law 
Matrons'  Association,  and  the  Association  of 
Hospital  Matrons,  was  the  subject  for  considera- 
tion. Sir  Arthur  Stanley,  the  chief  speaker,  laid 
great  stress  upon  the  fact  that  the  first  election 
was  a  very  critical  one  ;  that  nurses  were  called 
upon  to  choose  for  nomination  members  who  would 
govern  them  for  two  or  three  years,  and  if  the 
College  failed  at  the  first  election  to  secure  an 
adequate  number  of  their  members  on  the  Council, 
they  would  prove  (what  a  small  number  of  people 
had  often  contended)  that  they  were  not  capable 
of  governing  their  own  affairs.  It  was  only  by 
voting  themselves,  and  getting  everyone  else  they 
could  to  do  the  same,  that  the  College  would  have 
a  majority  on  the  Council.  From  his  own  experi- 
ence as  a  Member  of  Parliament  (and  he  had  had 
a  good  deal  to  do  with  elections),  he  realised  how 
very  difficult  it  was  to  get  people  to  take  an 
interest,  but  he  most  earnestly  asked  every 
College  nurse  to  vote,  as  it  would  be  very  dis- 
appointing if  they  were  not  adequately  represented 
on  the  next  Council. 

The  first  two  names  on  the  list  were  those  of 
Miss  Cox-Davies  and  Miss  Lloyd-Still.  The 
chairman  said  that  he  had  always  found  Matrons 
very  nice  people,  "  if  you  do  as  they  tell  you  !  " 
(Laughter.) 

When  Miss  Maude  MacCallum  asked  if  it  were 
not  a  fact  that  Miss  Lloyd  Still  had  agreed  to  have 
the  Syllabus  of  General  Training  scrapped,  which 
had  been  drawn  up  by  members  of  the  General 
•  Nursing  Council  at  a  cost  of  hundreds  of  pounds  to 
nurses,  the  Chairman  thought  that  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter.  The  six  Matrons  selected 
by  the  Joint  Committee  having  been  adopted  by 
the  meeting,  the  Chairman  passed  on  to  the  five 
Registered  Nurses  recommended,  "  who  should 
not  be  past  or  present  Matrons  of  hospitals  "  ; 
but  he  informed  the  meeting  he  had  very  good 
reasons  to  believe  this  rule  had  been  changed,  and 
the  words  "  not  being  past  or  present  Matrons 
of  Hospitals  "  deleted.  Miss  MacCallum  asked 
Sir  Arthur  Stanley  on  what  authority  he  put 
forward  this  statement,  saying  that  she  had  been 
present  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  when  the  rule  was  passed  that  these  five 
Registered  Nurses  should  not  be  Matrons  past  or 
present.  She  asked  him  if  he  had  received  private 
information  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  this 
resolution  of  the  Council  was  to  be  altered,  because 
if  so,  it  had  been  done  secretly  behind  the  backs 
of  those  representing  the  working  nurses  on  the 
Council.     He    replied    that    he    had    not   got   his 


information  from  the  Ministry.  He  was  evidently 
so  sure  of  his  ground,  however,  that  Miss  Suiss 
was  selected  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  she  had  been 
the  Matron  of  a  training  school. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  if  Miss  H.  Perry  were 
chosen  as  their  candidate  for  the  Registered  Mental 
Nurses,  Wales  would  be  included  among  their 
nominees,  and  Miss  Villiers  was  chosen  as  a 
College  representative  for  the  Fever  Nurses' 
Section.  Mrs.  Watson,  of  Sheffield  (Secretary  of 
the  College  of  Nursing  Centre  there),  pointed  out 
that  no  nurse  from  Sheffield  was  on  the  list  of 
proposed  nominees,  and  another  lady  got  up  and 
proposed  that  Mrs.  Watson  herself  should  be 
put  forward  as  a  candidate.  It  was  understood 
that  she  would  represent  "  Private  Nurses,"  as 
she  was  the  proprietress  of  a  nursing  home.  Mrs. 
Sutton,  of  Southampton,  pointed  out  that  all  the 
candidates,  so  far,  had  been  chosen  from  the 
north  of  England,  and  asked  if  any  names  had 
been  sent  to  the  College  from  the  south,  especially 
from  Southampton.  It  was  understood  that  no 
names  had  been  brought  forward.  Miss  Mary 
Butcher  (Matron)  was  suggested  as  a  Poor-Law 
nurse,  and  Miss  Monk  of  the  London  Hospital 
proposed  Miss  Onslow,  who  she  said  was  her 
Matron's  Assistant. 

Thus  for  nomination  under  the  heading  of  the 
three  Independent  Nurses,  there  were  five  names 
suggested,  and  after  voting  had  taken  place  it 
was  found  that  Miss  Cowlin  had  the  most  votes ; 
but  no  very  definite  conclusion  was  arrived  at 
with  regard  to  these  names,  the  Chairman  stating 
that  the  list  was  still  more  or  less  open.  The 
only  thing  that  seemed  to  be  definitely  fixed, 
therefore,  was  the  names  of  the  six  Matrons 
(Past  and  Present),  Miss  Smith  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Q.V.J. I. N.,  District,  and  Miss  Suiss  as 
Public  Health  representative,  although  she  is  no 
longer  engaged  in  this  branch  of  nursing. 

Candidates  recommended  for  Election  by  the  Joint 
Committee  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
the  Hospital  Matrons'  Association,  and  the 
Association  of  Poor  Law  Matrons. 

Miss  R.  Cox-Davies,  R.R.C.,  Member  G.N.C.  ; 
Matron,  Royal  Free  Hospital,  W.C. 

Miss  A.  Lloyd-Still,  C.B.E.,  R.R.C.,  Member 
G.N.C.  ;    Matron,  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  S.E. 

Miss  E.  M.  Musson,  R.R.C.  ;  Matron,  General 
Hospital,   Birmingham. 

Miss  M.  E.  Sparshott,  C.B.E.,  R.R.C,  Member 
G.N.C.  ;    Matron,  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester. 

Miss  H.  A.  Alsop,  Matron,  Kensington  Infir- 
mary, W. 

Miss  C.  Seymour  Yapp,  Member  G.N.C.  ;  Matron 
Poor  Law  Hospital,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Miss  ElUnor  Smith,  Member  G.N.C.  ;  Superin- 
tendent for  Wales,  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee 
Institute. 

Miss  E.  C.  Suiss,  Member  G.N.C.  ;    late  Matron, 

Miss  G.  Bremner,  Nurses'  Co-operation  ;  Private 
Nurse. 

Miss  D.  Coode,  Sister-in-Charge,  Preliminary 
Training    School,    St.    Thomas'    Hospital,    S.E. 
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Miss  G.  Gowlin,  Librarian,  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd. 
;    Miss  H.  Perry,  Registered  Mental  Nurse. 

Miss  S.  A.  Viliiers,  Member  G.N.C.,  Fever  Nurse; 
Matron,  South  Western  Hospital,  Stcckwell. 
(Miss  Viliiers  is  not  a  Member  of  the  College,  and 
is  standing  for  election  as  an  Independent  candi- 
date). 

Miss  A.  M.  Coulton,  Member  G.N.C.,  Sick 
Children's  Nurse  ;  Matron,  East  London  Hospital 
for  Children,    Shad  well,   E. 

All  the  above  candidates  are  members  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  with  the  exception  of 
Miss  Viliiers  ;  and  Miss  Bremner,  Miss  Cox-Davies, 
Miss  Musson',  Miss  Sparshott,  and  Miss  Lloj'-d- 
Still  are  also  members  of  its  Council.  Miss  Lloyd- 
Still  and  Miss  D.  Coode  are  both  resident  at  St. 
Thomas'  Hospital. 

ELECTION  OF  REGISTERED  NURSES 

GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL    FOR 

SCOTLAND. 

At  a  Meeting  held  in  Edinburgh  on  Thursday, 
5th  instant,  representative  of  Registered  Nurses, 
including  Members  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  the 
Scottish  Matrons'  Association,  Queen's  Nurses, 
and  others,  a  Committee  was  formed  to  endeavour 
to  secure  suitable  candidates  for  election  to  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland. 

The    Committee    agreed    to     recommend    the 
following  Candidates  : — 
Miss  Gill,  R.R.C.  (Lady  Superintendent  of  Nurses, 

Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh). 
Miss    White    (Superintendent,    Queen    Victoria's 
Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  Scottish  Branch, 
26,  Castle  Terrace,  Edinburgh). 
jMiss  Merchant  (Matron,  Stobhill  Hospital,  Spring- 
burn,  Glasgow). 
Miss  Burleigh  (Matron,   Royal  Hospital  for  Sick 

Children,     Edinburgh). 
Miss    Eraser,    R.R.C.    (Matron,    Gray's    Hospital, 

Elgin). 
Miss  Edmondson,  R.R.C,  (Matron  and  Superinten- 
dent, Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen). 
Miss  Davidson,  R.R.C.  (Matron,  Mental  Hospital, 

Bangour) . 
Miss    Thomas     (Matron,     City    Fever    Hospital, 

Edinburgh) . 
Miss  Agnes  Boyd  Donald  (Private  Nurse,  i8, 
Berkeley  Terrace,  Glasgow). 
The  weak  spot  in  this  list  is  that,  with  one 
exception,  every  candidate  is  a  Matron,  and  the 
Male  Nurses,  General  and  Mental,  have  no  repre- 
sentation whatever.  Thus  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
Nursing  Profession  in  Scotland  is  to  be  governed 
by  lay,  medical  and  matron  representatives. 
This  is  the  more  undemocratic  as  the  General 
Nursing  Council  is  the  Disciplinary  Body  of  the 
entire  profession. 

We  are  informed  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  which  has  approved  this  list,  that 
it  has  "  kept  in  view  the  technical  nature  of  the 
work  involved."     This  is,   to   a   certain  extent. 


necessary,  but  where  a  Council  has  penal  powers 
over  the  workers,  the  rank  and  file  of  those  workers 
have  a  right  to  adequate  representation.  This  list 
gives  the  Matrons  the  power  not  only  to  register 
but  to  remove  a  nurse's  name  from  the  Register, 
and  thus  decide  whether  or  no  she  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  practice.  No  such  arbitrary  power 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  privileged 
class  of  nurses  in  relation  to  the  great  body  of  their 
colleagues.  Matrons  have  not  this  absolute  power 
in  hospitals,  a  committee  maintains  the  balance. 


ELECTION  OF  GENERAL  NURSING 
COUNCIL  FOR   SCOTLAND. 

MEETINQ     IN     EDINBURGH     NOT 
REPRESENTATIVE. 

A  meeting  of  all  the  Registered  General,  Fever 
and  Children's  Nurses,  employed  at  present  in  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  was  held  on  Monday, 
October  23rd,  and  it  was  unanimously  decided  to 
send  the  following  Resolution  to  the  Nursing  Press, 
in  order  to  reach  as  many  former  G.R.I.  Nurses  as 
possible  : — 

"  This  meeting  desires  to  point  out  to  all  past 
and  present  G.R.I.  Nurses  that  the  meeting  held 
at  Edinburgh  on  Thursday,  October  5th,  and 
described  in  the  Nursing  Mirror  of  October  21st 
as  representative  of  Registered  Nurses  throughout 
the  country,  was  not  representative  of  all  Regis- 
tered Nurses  in  Scotland,  inasmuch  as  no  notice 
of  the  intention  to  hold  this  meeting  reached  the 
Registered  Nurses  working  in  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Glasgow.  The  recommendations  therefore  put 
forward  by  the  Committee  then  formed  do  not 
represent  the  opinion  of  all  Registered  Nurses 
throughout  Scotland.  This  Meeting  is  unanimous 
in  putting  forward  the  opinion  that  to  recommend 
8  Matrons  out  of  a  possible  g  candidates  for  elec- 
tion is  not  necessarily  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
Profession  ;  and  that  to  urge  each  Nurse  to  make 
a  point  of  using  her  full  nine  votes  may  be  mis- 
understood. Every  Registered  Nurse  should  use 
her  votes  to  return  as  her  representatives  those 
whose  policy  she  knows  and  trusts,  and  she  might 
conscientiously  be  bound  to  refrain  from  voting 
for  several  candidates,  animated  by  no  personal 
feeling,  but  from  a  strict  sense  of  duty  to  the 
Profession  as  a  whole." 

G.R.I.  Nurses  are  reminded  that  the  Voting 
Papers  and  official  list  of  nominees  will  shortly  be 
in  their  hands,  and  they  are  urged  to  give  the 
matter  their  most  earnest  attention  and  to  vote 
only  for  those  whom  they  are  convinced  are  most 
fitted  to  represent  them  for  the  next  five  years  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland. 
Signed  (Sister)  Annie  Douglas  Methven, 
Registered  Nurse  A.  269. 

(Staff  Nurse)  Gertrude  Elizabeth 
Sloan, 

Registered  Nurse  A.  1485. 
On  behalf  of  all  Registered  Nurses  Working 

at  this  time  in  the  Royal  Infirmaxy, 

Glasgow. 
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TRAGEDIES    OP    CHILDHOOD. 


Their  elders  tell  them  that  they  are  having  the 
best  time  of  their  life  ;    but  are  they  ? 

Looking  back  on  my  own  childhood,  which 
parents  and  relations  would  tell  me,  should  have 
been  a  happy  one,  I  emphatically  say,  "  No." 

Children,  especially  sensitive  girls,  are  often 
terrified  by  the  discussions  of  their  elders,  carried 
on,  often  unintentionally,  in  their  presence ; 
they  hear,  and  only  haH  understand,  conversations 
about  disease,   death,  and  operations. 

A  child  who  thinks  often  makes  itself  miserable 
over  some  presentiment  of  future  unhappiness, 
tvhich  it  has  not  the  courage  to  speak  about. 

Don't  we  remember  the  dreaded  bedtime,  and 
how  we  clung  to  any  excuse  for  remaining  in  the 
well-lighted  room  downstairs. 

At  last,  when  everything  failed,  we  faced  the 
darkened  bedroom,  with  its  weird  shadows,  and 
the  famiUar  comers  of  walls,  and  furniture  turned 
into  sinister  mysteries,  the  tapping  of  ivy  against 
the  window-panes,  chilling  our  little  souls  with 
terror. 

Many  a  child  has  suffered  nightly  martyrdom 
because  she  dare  not  say  she  is  afraid. 

How  cruel  the  Spartan  mother,  or  nurse,  who 
ruthlessly  turns  out  the  light,  and  leaves  the  poor 
little  mite  alone  with  its  imaginary  terrors.  We 
show  them  pictures,  and  tell  them  stories  of  wild 
animals  stalking  their  defenceless  prey,  and  forget 
that  when  the  light  goes  out  those  lions  and 
tigers  prowl  under  the  nursery  windows,  or  lurk 
in  the  shadows,  and  the  melancholy  yowls  of  an 
amorous  Tom  cat  are  transformed  into  the  wails 
of  a  lost  child. 

Happiest  of  all  is  the  child  without  imagination. 
The  period  of  rapid  growth  is  often  a  miserable  one. 

When  one  heard  people  say,  "  M —  is  all 
hands  and  feet,"  and  visiting  aunts  make  unkind 
remarks  about  long  legs  and  bony,  protruding 
wrists  and  big  feet,  and  when  one  was  constantly 
^  being  told  to  "  Hold  your  head  up,"  and  "  not 
to  be  so  clumsy,"  etc.,  and  when  conscious  of 
criticising  glances  one  became  more  nervous 
than  ever,  and  was  liable  to  let  things  fall,  and 
bump  one's  head  when  picking  them  up. 

And  the  agony  of  humiliation  when  one  was 
obliged  to  wear  clothes  one  loathed,  that  had 
descended  from  someone  else. 

I  can  still  remember  my  own  strange  appearance 
at  the  age  of  1 1  :  dressed  in  a  black  satin  garment 
of  my  mother's,  cut  down,  and  a  middle-aged- 
looking  hat  of  black  straw,  with  yellow  satin 
trimmings. 

My  very  soul  scorched  when  I  heard  the 
remarks  of  the  street  boys,  whose  taste  it  offended. 

M.  B.  V. 


THE   MATRONS*   COUNCIL   OF   GREAT 
BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND. 


Mr.  John  Graham,  of  Tippermallo,  Methven, 
Perthshire,  farmer,  who  died  on  June  17th,  left 
the  residue  of  his  property,  which,  it  is  stated,  is 
expected  to  amount  to  about  ;^6o,ooo,  to  the 
Perth  County  and  City  Royal  Infirmary. 


A  meeting  of  the  Matrons' 
Council  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  was  held  by  kind 
invitation  of  Miss  G.  R. 
Hale,  R.R.C,  Matron,  and 
the  Committee  of  the  Eliza- 
beth Garrett  Anderson  Hos- 
pital for  Women,  on  Satur- 
day, October  21st.  The 
President  of  the  Council, 
Miss  M.  Heather-Bigg, 
R.R.C,  was  in  the  chair. 

Forty  members  attended 
and  as  many  letters  were 
received  expressing  dis- 
appointment at  being  unable 
to  be  present. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  having  been  read, 
and  confirmed.  Miss  A.  E.  Hulme,  Hon.  Secretary, 
reported,  arising  out  of  the  minutes,  that  she  had 
forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  and  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  copies  of  the  Resolutions 
passed  at  the  last  meeting. 

Brief  acknowledgements  of  the  Resolutions  had 
been  received. 

Correspondence. 

Miss  Hulme  also  read  a  letter  from  a  member 
with  regard  to  the  refusal  of  her  application  to  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales 
for  registration  by  that  body.  It  was  resolved  to 
ask  for  further  details,  and  to  tell  the  member 
that  the  Matrons'  Council  was  prepared  to  help 
her  if  it  found  she  had  been  unjustly  disqualified. 

Applications. 
A  number  of  applications  for  membership  were 
considered  and  accepted.     One  was  referred  for 
further  information. 

Resolution. 

Miss  Kathleen  A.  Smith,  R.R.C,  then  moved 
the  following  Resolution  : — ■ 

That  the  Minister  of  Health  be  urged  to  sign  the 
Syllabus  of  General  Training  framed  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  so  that  Nurses 
may  enjoy  the  educational  benefits  provided  by  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  1919. 

Miss  Smith  said  that  when  she  was  asked  to 
move  the  Resolution  she  felt  how  right  it  was  that 
such  a  Resolution  should  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  by  the  Matrons'  Council  as  the  pioneer  and 
most  progressive  Association  of  Matrons  in  this 
country.  But  while  it  was  an  excellent  thing  that 
the  Council  should  do  this  there  should  have  been 
no  necessity  for  such  a  Resolution. 

The  Education  and  Examination  Committee  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  had,  she  understood, 
spent  several  hours  weekly  for  a  year  in  considering 
and  drawing  up  this  Syllabus  of  Training  which, 
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when  presented  to  the  Council  in  July,  1921,  had 
been  unanimously  adopted.  Now  they  heard 
that  Sir  Alfred  Mond  had  held  it  up  for  fifteen 
months.  She  could  not  help  feeling  that  there 
was  some  motive  at  work  which  prevented  its 
being  signed,  that  certain  bodies  of  people  not 
in  sympathy  with  the  Syllabus  had  got  at  the 
Minister. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Syllabus  was  the  best 
that  could  be  sent  forth,  and  the  best  was  what 
they  wanted  to  give  to  the  nurses.  If  certain 
bodies  wanted  to  keep  nursing  standards  low  that 
was  no  reason  for  abandoning  the  Syllabus,  and  for 
depriving  the  schools  prepared  to  adopt  it,  from 
doing  so.  If  everyone  who  went  up  for  the  State 
Examination  did  not  get  through,  it  was,  never- 
theless, true  that  "  not  failure  but  low  aim  is 
crime."  They  looked  to  the  Minister  to  sign  the 
Syllabus  so  that  the  Training  Schools  might  get 
to  work  officially  upon  it.  She  urged  that  the 
General  Nursing  Council  might  have  this  Syllabus 
to  its  credit  as  one  of  the  finest  bits  of  work  it 
had  accomplished  during  its  term  of  office. 
Miss  A.  M.  Bushby  seconded  the  Resolution. 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  in  supporting  the 
Resolution  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee  who  had  helped  to 
draft  the  Syllabus  of  General  Training,  as  had 
also  Miss  Villiers,  said  that  the  Committee  had 
carefuUy  considered  the  Syllabus  for  a  year. 
When  submitted  to  the  Council,  on  July  14th, 
1 92 1,  it  was  unanimously  approved,  and  forwarded 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  his  approval  and 
signature.  No  one  ever  imagined  that  the  Minister 
would  hold  up  the  Syllabus  for  fifteen  months. 
It  had  been  printed,  and  many  training  schools 
were  working  upon  it,  and  young  women  taken 
into  them  on  the  understanding  that  they  would 
be  trained  upon  it  for  the  State  Examination  in 
1924,  now  found  there  could  be  no  compulsory 
examination  in  that  year. 

No  doubt  bodies  of  employers  were  actually 
agitating  against  the  adoption  of  the  Syllabus  at 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Then  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  had  recently  informed  a  deputation  of 
Poor  Law  Guardians  that  the  Syllabus  was  only 
a  model,  and  that  no  one  would  know  when  a 
nurse  came  up  for  examination  whether  she  had 
been  trained  upon  it  or  not.  Yet  Section  3  (2)  (a) 
of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  provided  that 
Rules  under  this  section  should  contain  provisions 
"  requiring  as  a  condition  of  the  admission  of  any 
person  to  the  register  that  that  person  shall  have 
undergone  the  prescribed  training,  and  shall 
possess  the  prescribed  experience,  in  the  nursing 
of  the  sick." 

To  inform  a  deputation  of  responsible  persons 
that  the  Syllabus  of  "  prescribed  training  "  was  so 
much  waste  paper  was,  in  her  opinion,  ultra  vires 
and  quite  unjustifiable. 

The  proposal  to  scrap  the  Syllabus  was  defeated 
by  a  narrow  majority  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council,  the  net  result  of  being  governed  by  a 
Council  partly  composed  of  ignorant  and  timorous 
persons,  many  of  whom  knew  nothing  whatever 


of  nursing  education  or  our  professional  require- 
ments, and  were  there  apparently  to  oppose  those 
who  did. 

In  connection  with  the  resolution,  she  proposed 
to  substitute  the  word  "  prescribed  "  for  "  pro- 
vided "  after  "  educational  benefits."  The  meet- 
ing should  understand  that  the  Act  gives  nurses 
the  right  to  a  "  prescribed  training,"  but  she  feared 
that  if  the  Syllabus  was  not  signed  before  the 
present  Council  went  out  of  office,  and  their 
militant  representatives  were  ousted  by  Rule  qa 
in  the  forthcoming  election,  the  nurses  would  be 
deprived  of  their  Syllabus  of  Training  for  years. 

Miss  Kathleen  Smith  accepted  the  amendment. 

This  was  agreed,  and  the  Resolution,  as  amended, 
carried  unanimously. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  further  proposed  that 
a  copy  of  the  Resolution,  with  an  explanatory 
letter  should  be  sent  to  the  Premier-designate  to 
invite  his  consideration  of  their  grevances. 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Clara  Lee,  and 
carried. 

Miss  H.  L.  Pearse  suggested  that  the  hope 
might  be  expressed  to  the  Premier-designate  that 
in  selecting  a  Minister  of  Health  he  might  appoint 
some  one  with  some  knowledge  of  health  and 
nursing  problems 

Annual  Conference  of  National  Council  of 
Women. 

Miss  S.  M.  Marsters  who,  together  with  Miss 
S.  A.  Villiers,  represented  the  Matrons'  Council 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Council  of 
Women,  in  October,  at  Cambridge,  said  that  the 
delegates  had  had  a  very  pleasant  time.  The 
question  of  nursing  was  apparently  not  of  much 
interest  to  the  meeting.  The  interest,  therefore, 
of  the  meeting  for  nurses  centred  on  their  duties  as 
citizens,  women  police,  housing  questions,  and 
venereal  disease  were  some  of  the  many  subjects 
dealt  with  by  resolution.  They  were  also  taken 
to  see  a  self-supporting  colony  of  ex-service  men 
at  Papworthy,  where  the  men  were  taught  trades, 
and  which  was  extremely  interesting. 

It  was  announced,  amidst  applause,  that  the 
Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Council,  Miss  Villiers,  had 
been  re-elected  on  to  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  National  Council  of  Women  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

The   G.N.C.   Election. 

Miss  Heather-Bigg  then  proposed,  and  the 
proposal  was  cordially  received  by  acclamation, 
that,  the  Matrons'  Council  invite  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  to  stand  for  election  at  the  forthcoming 
election  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales.  In  her  they  had  the  one  real  states- 
woman  the  Nursing  Profession  possessed,  who 
would,  moreover,  deal  with  their  business  with 
honesty  of  purpose. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  proposi- 
tion was  a  very  flattering  one  and  she  would  con- 
sider it.  She  had  been  urged  to  run  the  gauntlet 
of  the  infamous  Rule  9  (a)  specially  drafted,  by 
persons  outside  the  General  Nursing  Council,  to 
exclude  her.  She  mentioned  that  members  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  the  Association  of  Hos- 
pital   Matrons,    and    the    Poor    Law    Infirmary 
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Matrons'  Association  were  then  meeting  at  St. 
Thomas'  Hospital  to  decide  upon  nominees  for 
every  seat.  But  those  who  stood  for  the  progres- 
sive interests  must  not  stand  as  the  nominees  of 
any  Society  or  group  of  nurses,  but  as  representa- 
tives of  the  whole  profession  pledged  to  do  their 
utmost  for  the  profession  as  a  whole,  and  for  the 
public.  She  impressed  upon  the  meeting  that  the 
General  Nursing  Council  was  not  only  an  Educa- 
tional but  a  Disciplinary  body,  and  it  was  therefore 
important  that  it  should  include  independent 
Registered  Nurses  who  were  not  under  the  economic 
control  of  the  laity.  She  felt  sure  the  meeting 
would  rejoice  to  know  that  amongst  those  who  had 
already  decided  to  stand  for  election  on  the 
independent  ticket  were  Miss  Heather-Bigg,  Miss 
Helen  Pearse,  Miss  Marsters,  Miss  A.  Cattell,  Miss 
M.  MacCallum,  Mr.  Tom  Christian  (Chief  Charge 
Nurse,  Banstead  Mental  Hospital),  Male  Mental 
Nurses,  Miss  S.  A.  Villiers  (Fever  Nurses),  and 
Miss  A.  M.  Bushby  (Sick  Children's  Nurses). 

The  meeting  closed  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Hospital  and  to  Miss 
Reynolds  Hale,  for  inviting  the  Council  to  meet 
at  their  beautiful  hospital. 

Miss  Hale,  in  returning  thanks,  said  that  the 
Committee  had  expressed  pleasure  at  the  Matrons' 
Council  wishing  to  visit  their  hospital,  and  the 
Chairman  regretted  he  was  unable  to  be  present 
to  welcome  them. 

The  Hospital. 

Before  tea  the  Members  of  the  Council  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  hospital,  which  we  always 
think  one  of  the  most  charming  in  London.  There 
is  welcome  in  the  cheery  fire  burning  in  the  entrance 
hall,  the  dado  of  blue  tiles  in  the  passages  has  a 
charming  effect,  and  the  wards  with  tjuilts  of  a 
deep  blue  colour,  with  white  borders,  both  un- 
usual and  effective,  are  very  cheery  and  the  pink 
of  neatness  and  cleanliness.  Great  admiration 
was  expressed  for  the  panels  of  coloured  glass  com- 
memorating the  endowed  beds,  an  immense  im- 
provement on  the  usual  brass  tablet.  St.  Ziska, 
the  patron  Saint  of  domestic  servants,  carrying 
loaves  of  bread,  is  specially  charming,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  learn  that  the  ,1^1,000  necessary  to 
endow  the  domestic  servants'  bed  was  collected 
by  "  Janet,"  for  so  many  years  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  house  when  the  hospital  was  known  by  the 
name  of  the  New  Hospital  for  Women. 

A  feature  of  the  hospital,  which  it  shares  with 
the  General  Hospital,  Nottingham,  and  the  Miller 
Hospital,  Greenwich,  Is  the  block  of  round  wards. 
The  drawback  to  these  wards  is  that  owing  to  the 
central  stoves  all  the  beds  cannot  be  under  obser- 
vation at  the  same  time.  The  up-to-date  operating 
theatre  and  the  private  wards  are  departments  of 
which  the  hospital  maj'  well  be  proud.  We  were 
introduced  to  two  charming  babies  who,  with  their 
mothers,  were  sole  occupants  of  a  small  ward,  one 
a  little  "  Caesar  "  seemed  none  the  worse  for  his 
unusual  mode  of  entrance  into  the  world,  and  his 
mother  also  was  smiling  and  happy 


The  large  out-patient  department  provides  for 
both  medical  and  surgical  cases,  and  we  were 
interested  to  see  a  beautiful  little  mortuary,  for 
we  can  remember  the  time,  now  many  years  ago, 
when  the  only  mortuary  was  the  post  mortem  room! 

The  Nurses'  Home  is  separate  from  the  hospital, 
and  a  peep  into  some  of  the  rooms  showed  that 
cosiness,  comfort  and  taste  were  the  prevailing 
notes. 

When  the  Members  of  the  Council  returned  to 
the  Board  Room  they  found  that  little  tables  had 
been  arranged  at  which  they  could  comfortably 
have  tea,  and  enjoy  the  many  dainties  provided, 
while  Sisters  and  Nurses  dispensed  tea  from  a 
buffet  in  the  entrance  hall,  the  arrangements  being 
characterised  by  that  quietness  and  dexterity  for 
which  Miss  Hale  is  renowned. 

After  tea  the  Members  of  the  Council  greatly 
enjoyed  the  songs,  most  effectively  rendered  by- 
Miss  Aitken,  the  Resident  House  Physician,  and 
the  recitation  of  Sir  Henry  Newbolt's  poem, 
"  He  fell  among  Thieves  "  delivered  with  great 
feeling  and  perfect  elocution  by  the  very  charming 
Secretary  of  the  Hospital,  Miss  Imogen  Murphy, 
whose  courtesy  and  kindness  added  greatly  to  the 
enjoyment  of  an  afternoon  which,  by  common 
consent,  was  voted  to  be  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
ever  spent  by  the  Matrons'  Council.  M.  B. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


NIGHT  SISTER. 

Wrexham  Infirmary. — Miss  Helen  Francis  has  been 
appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Manchester,  where  she  subsequently  held 
the  position  of  Sister.  She  has  held  the  position  of 
Sister  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hertford,  and  at  the 
West   Suffolk  Hospital,   Ipswich. 

Erdington  House,  Birmingham. — The  following  ladies 
have  been  appointed  Night  Sisters  : — 

(i)  Miss  Ethel  Rawson,  trained  at  Bagthorpe  Infir- 
mary, Nottingham.  She  has  held  the  following 
positions :  Ward  Sister,  Leeds  City  Hopsital ;  Night 
Sister,  Kilhngbeck  Sanatorium  ;  Nursing  Sister  (Mili- 
tary), Q.A.I.M.N.S.  (Res.),  and  Ministry  of  Pensions, 
Maghull,  Liverpool ;  and  Assistant  Matron,  Monyhull 
Colony,   Birmingham. 

(2)  Miss  Frances  E.Mawtus,  trained  at  Brownlow  Hill 
Inf.,  Liverpool.  She  has  held  the  following  positions  : 
Staff  Nurse,  Derby  Isolation  Hospital ;  Sister,  Second 
Western  General  Hospital,  Manchester  ;  Night  Superin- 
tendent, Chesterfield  Infirmary  ;  Deputy  Lady  Superin- 
tendent, Loughborough  College  ;  and  Superintendent 
Nurse,   Chesterfield  Infirmary. 

SISTER  TUTOR. 

General  Infirmary,  Leeds. — Miss  Lucy  Duff  Grant 
has  been  appointed  Sister  Tutor.  She  was  trained  at 
St.  Thomas  Hospital,  London,  where  she  gained  a 
Nightingale  Scholarship,  and  holds  the  Sister-Tutors' 
Certificate  of  King's  College  for  Women,  London. 

SISTER. 

Poor  Law  Hospital,  Dudley.— Miss  E.  Bavin  has  been 
appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Middles- 
brough Union  Infirmary,  and  has  been  Charge  Nurse 
at  Hayhead's  Infirmary,  Bishop's  Stortford. 
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HEALTH    VISITORS. 

City  of  Manchester. — -The  following  ladies  have  been 
appointed  Health  Visitors  under  the  above  authority : — 

Mrs.  Juliana  Albury,  trained  at  Crumpsall  Infirmary 
and  St.  Mary's  Hospitals,  Manchester.  She  has  since  had 
experience  as  District  Nurse  and  Midwife  at  Wittwell. 

Miss  Ethel  Mary  Goodrich,  trained  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Nottingham.  She  has  since  been  Sister  at 
the  Children's  Hospital,  Derby,  and  of  the  Children's 
Wards  at  the  Macclesfield  Infirmary. 

Miss  Gertrude  M.  Morgan,  trained  at  the  Wolver- 
hampton and  Staffordshire  General  Hospital  and  the 
Leicester  Maternity  Hospital.  She  has  since  held  the 
position  of  District  Nurse  and  School  Nurse  at  Walsall 
and  Leicester  ;  and  of  Health  Visitor  under  the  Shrop- 
shire County  Council. 

Miss  Clara  Kershaw,  trained  at  the  Crumpsall  Infir- 
mary, where  she  subsequently  held  the  position  of 
Sister-in-Charge.  She  has  also  had  experience  as 
District  Nurse,  School  Nurse  and  Midwife  at  Bridgnorth. 

Miss  Olive  Clare,  trained  at  the  Crumpsall  Infirmary, 
where  she  subsequently  held  the  position  of  Night 
Superintendent. 

■  ♦  ■ 

MEDALS      AND      CERTIFICATES      FOR 

NURSES     AT     WHIPPS     CROSS 

INFIRMARY. 

The  annual  presentations  of  medals  and  certificates 
to  nurses  at  Whipps  Cross  Infirmary,  who  have  com- 
pleted three  years'  probation  and  successfully  passed 
the  examinations,  took  place  on  Wednesday,  October 
nth,  at  the  Nurses'  Home  of  the  above  institution. 

Councillor  S.  Bulling  (Chairman  of  the  West  Ham 
Board  of  Guardians)  presided,  supported  by  a  number 
of  his  colleagues  and  others. 

The  Chairman  said  that  for  many  years  the  Board 
had  been  most  anxious  to  improve  the  status  of  the 
nursing  profession,  and  for  more  years  than  he  could 
remember  their  institutions  had  been  recognised  as 
training  schools  for  nurses.  They  did  feel  that  the  sick 
and  the  injured  who  came  under  their  care  had  skilled 
nursing  as  well  as  medical  attention.  They  were  called 
that  afternoon  to  a  very  interesting  function.  He 
thought  if  th\ere  was  one  profession  more  honourable 
than  another,  it  was  the  nursing  profession.  He  con- 
gratulated the  nurses  and  said  that  marked  a  red- 
letter  day  in  their  career,  but  they  must  realise  that 
their  work  had  only  just  commenced.  M.  H.  Senn,  who 
examined  the  second-year  nurses  in  sick  cookery,  had 
written  stating  that  their  work  did  them  infinite  credit. 
The  success  achieved  was  due  to  the  Medical  Superin- 
tendent (Dr.  Muir),  the  Matron  (Miss  Clark),  and  the 
tutor-sisters,  who  had  been  very  painstaking  in  their 
efforts  to  ensure  such  a  success. 

Miss  Dora  Finch  (Matron  of  University  College 
Hospital)  said  that  Whipps  Cross  Infirmary  had 
always  stood  high  in  the  nursing  profession.  She  then 
presented  the  awards  as  follows  :  (a)  Medals  :  Gold, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Williams  ;  silver.  Miss  Hannah  Beulah 
Rough ;  bronze,  Miss  Gwendoline  Williams,  {b)  Cer- 
tificates :  The  Misses  Gladys  Hinvest,  Fanny  England, 
Grace  Loyal  Palmer,  Emily  Tourle  Martin,  Alice  Grace 
Wright,  Priscilla  Wiggins,  Mary  Ellen  Nangle,  Penelope 
Smith,  Kathleen  Hanly,  Mary  Anne  Conneally,  Rose 
Daubeney,  Edith  Ellen  Hazeltine,  Gladys  Giles, 
Florence  Maud  South,  Dora  Annie  Sadd,  Mabel  Dorothy 
Roberts,  Lena  Irene  Elsworthy,  Ellen  Esther  Deleenaer, 
Margaret  Loney,  and  Rhoda  Gwendolen  Bounds. 

A  warm  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Miss  Finch. 

During  the  proceedings,  musical  selections  were 
rendered  by  members  of  the  nursing  staff. 


THE     BENDUBLE    FOOTWEAR. 

We  commend  to  the  attention  of  our  readers 
the  Benduble  Footwear,  supplied  by  the  Benduble 
Shoe  Co.,  Commerce  House,  72,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.  i.  Nothing  is  of  greater  importance 
to  nurses  than  the  fit,  wear,  and  comfort  of 
stockings  and  shoes,  both  of  which  are  obtainable 
from  this  firm. 

The  firm  make  a  speciality  of  ward  shoes,  which 
are  made  in  two  qualities  at  the  prices  of  12s.  gd. 
and  2 IS.,  and  all  orders  over  los.  are  sent  post  free. 
Not  only  are  they  made  of  the  softest  glace  kid, 
and  flexible  sole  leather,  but  they  are  fashioned 
in  a  way  which  is  the  outcome  of  much  expert 
experience.  They  are  made  in  three  shapes  ?nd 
widths,  with  military  or  square  heels,  and  can  be 
had  in  aU  sizes  and  half-sizes.  In  addition  to  the 
ward  shoes  both  indoor  and  outdoor  shoes  are 
procurable  in  great  variety. 

Nurses  will  also  be  interested  in  the  feather- 
weight foot  supports,  bunion  shields,  and  galvanic 
socks  supplied  by  the  Benduble  Shoe  Co. 

It  is  a  great  advantage  to  be  able  to  procure 
our  hosiery  from  the  same  firm  which  supplies  our 
shoes.  We  commend  to  attention  a  new  line 
in  the  Benduble  Hole-proof  Stockings.  These  are 
supplied  at  6s.  gd.  for  three  pairs,  or  13s.  for  six 
pairs,  cashmere  finish,  and  post  free. 

We  advise  our  readers  to  visit  Commerce  House 
for  themselves,  and  inspect  the  many  interesting 
and  useful  articles  supplied,  but,  if  they  are  unable 
to  do  so,  a  postcard  will  bring  them  the  Benduble 
Booklet,  whiph  is  so  well  illustrated,  and  the  in- 
formation given  so  clear,  that  a  choice  is  easy. 

Lastly,  the  key-note  of  the  Benduble  business  is 
"  quality,"  a  matter  of  particular  importance 
where  footwear  is  concerned. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

October  ■zyth. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  Monthly  Meeting.  Ministry 
of  Health.  Whitehall,  S.W.  i.     2.30  p.m. 

October  28th. — Professional  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Meeting,  6,  Nottingham  Place,  W.,  by 
kind  permission  of  Mrs.  Northwood.  American 
tea  and  concert  from  3.30  to  5.30  p.m. 

November  2nd. — Public  Meeting.  Election  Ad- 
dresses by  Candidates  nominated  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales.  Council- 
lor Beatrice  Kent  in  the  Chair.  All  Nurses 
cordially  invited  to  be  present.  11,  Chandos 
Street,  Cavendish  Square,  London,  W.     5  p.m. 

November  ^rd. — Notice  of  the  forthcoming 
Election  will  be  published.  Nomination  papers 
to  be  procured  from  the  office  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  12,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park, 
London,  N.W.i. 

November  24th. — Nomination  papers,  signed  by 
the  candidate  and  by  six  Registered  Nurses 
who  propose  her  or  him,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Returning  Officer  at  12  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  N.W.,  before  noon. 


October  28,   1922 


^be  «rlti0b  3ournal  of  flurslng. 


379 


OUR    FOREIGN    LETTER. 

R,M.S.  Niagara  (at  Sea), 

1  day  over  the  Equator, 
towards  the  South. 

3.  8.  22. 
My  Dear  Editor, — 

.',1  Here  I  am  on  my  journey  towards  my  home- 
fahd.  So  far  the  trade  winds  have  prevented  us 
from  feeling  the  heat.  I  hear  this  is  the  most 
agreeable  trip  over  this  locality  that  our  boat  has 
had  for  four  years. 

When  my  friend  and  I  arrived  in  San  Francisco, 
the  strike  news  seemed  so  serious  that  we  gave  up 
the  idea  of  going  across  to  New  York  and  Boston, 
and  decided  to  tour  California,  going  as  far  as 
Los  Angeles  in  the  south,  the  Yosemite  Valley,, 
back  to  S.F.,  and  then  by  easy  stages  to  Portland, 
Seattle,  Victoria,  and  Vancouver,  and  by  this 
means  we  would  be  able,  even  if  the  rail  employees 
ceased  work,  to  reach  the  Niagara  by  coastal 
steamer. 

At  Los  Angeles  we  saw  the  Pilgrimage  Mission 
Play,  and  on  Saturday  morning  I  called  at  the 
Nursing  Department  of  Public  Health.  Miss 
Jamieson,  in  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Douglas,  was 
most  courteous,  and  gave  me  every  information 
f>ossible,  even  to  inviting  me  to  attend  a  luncheon 
to  be  given  at  the  Hotel  Clark,  at  12.30  p.m.,  to 
Miss  Clara  Noyes,  Nursing  Directress  of  the  Red 
Cross.  Needless  to  say  I  more  than  apppweciated 
the  privilege.  There  were  about  300  present,  the 
vast  majority  of  whom  were  nurses ;  the  rest  were 
representatives  of  women's  organisations.  One 
medico  was  present.  Dr.  Lockwood,  of  Pasedena. 
He  has  always  been  a  champion  for  nurses,  and 
even  chose  one  for  his  wife.  Miss  Noyes  gave  a 
forcible  r4sum4  of  the  professional  basis  of  the 
Red  Cross.  This  ideal  arrangement  was  solely 
possessed  by  America,  until  Japan,  following  the 
lead,  did  likewise.  A  sum  of  money  to  be  spent 
in  European  relief  work  made  the  foundation  pos- 
sible, and  when  she  went  on  to  show  what  had 
been  accomplished  in  equipping  the  nurses  during 
the  war,  as  well  as  the  formation  of  welfare  move- 
ments in  the  different  war-famined  countries,  I 
realised  the  greatness  of  the  most  efficient  people 
on  earth.  The  vast  amount  of  money  that  the 
nurses  could  call  upon  was  amazing  to  me.  One 
wealthy  Boston  pupil  nurse  financed  a  welfare 
centre  at  Warsaw  for  three  years.  She  also  ex- 
plained that  the  American  nurses  engaged  in  these 
welfare  schemes  trained  the  local  nurses,  and  or- 
ganised the  whole  working  arrangements,  and, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  were  brought  back  to 
U.S.  on  June  30th;  the  ones  left  would  only  re- 
main until  the  centres  were  quite  soundly  estab- 
lished, and  so  could  go  on  doing  preventive  work 
in  an  efficient  manner.  She  told  the  nurses  that 
she  had  taken  the  linings  out  of  the  capes,  and 
changed  their  uniform  outfits,  and  the  accumulated 
stock  she  had  sent  to  the  European  nurses  who 
really  could  not  buy  sufficient  clothes  to  carry  on. 
In  this  respect  she  said  it  took  a  nurse  in  Austria 


10  months'  work  to  buy  a  pair  of  shoes.  The  con- 
ditions of  living  in  some  of  these  countries  were 
pathetic  in  the  extreme.  What  appealed  to  me  was 
the  statement  that,  there  being  sufficient  money, 
the  Nursing  Service  would  be  kept  as  a  permanent 
force,  to  be  used  in  times  of  such  national  calami- 
ties as  large  outbreaks  of  sickness,  fires,  accidents,, 
and  so  forth,  each  nurse  to  be  trained  in  advanced 
educational  work,  beyond  her  ordinary  hospital 
certificate;  these  women  would  thus  prove  that  in 
big  crises  the  national  spirit  of  service  was  as  well 
developed  in  them  as  in  the  men  of  U.S.,  and  now, 
with  their  suffrage  rights,  would  be  truly  citizens 
of  the  fair  land  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  When  I 
was  introduced  to  Miss  Noyes,  I  told  her  I  had  her 
spirited  reply  to  Dr.  Mayo's  suggestion  of  sub- 
nurses,  of  "  Why  not  sub-doctors?  "  typed  and  dis- 
tributed in  Melbourne.  She  asked  that  I  be  given 
some  copies  of  "  The  Defence  of  the  Trained 
Nurse,"  by  R.  Beard,  M.D.,  which  followed  hers 
in  the  Pictorial  Review  of  February.  I  was  pleased 
to  note  "  he  thinks  the  shortage  of  nurses,  and  the 
conditions  that  have  led  to  this,  must  be  solved  in 
the  end  by  the  nurses  themselves.  Dr.  Mayo 
wishes  to  solve  it  for  them.  The  hospitals  have 
been  trying  to  settle  the  question  for  many  years, 
and  have  failed,  because  they  have  left  the  nurses 
themselves  out  of  the  account."  Perhaps  you  may 
have  read  these  three  articles. 

I  told  Miss  Noyes  I  felt  like  an  ant,  and  could 
crawl  under  a  chair  when  I  realised  the  very  in- 
effective position  we  nurses  hold  in  Victoria,  in- 
deed, in  Australia.  She  bade  me  be  of  good  cheer, 
and  perhaps  Melbourne  might  begin  in  a  small  way 
to  have  a  purely  nursing  section  of  the  Red  Cross, 
and  no  lay  authority.  Canada  is  beginning  to  see 
what  they  can  do  in  this  respect,  she  added.  I 
must  admit  that  the  nurses  present  would  probably 
be  of  a  better  type,  as  regards  general  education 
and  social  position,  than  a  similar  body  of  our< 
would  be.  I  was  introduced  to  a  Mrs.  Paul,  an 
elderly  woman,  who  has  had  a  private  hospital  for 
many  years,  and  evidently  belongs  to  their  band  of 
nursing  pioneers.  I  asked  her  if  she  knew  of  the 
London  Mrs.  Paul,  but  she  didn't. 

We  then  did  the  Yosemite  Valley.  This  wonder- 
ful place  was  most  fascinating  to  me.  The  lore  of 
the  original  owners,  the  Indians,  and  their  present 
state,  made  me  realise  the  tragedy  that  has  hap- 
f>ened  here  in  much  the  same  way  as  with  our 
Australian  Aborigines.  The  women  of  the  former 
tribe  seem  most  industrious,  and  excel  in  basket- 
weaving,  rugs,  and  handcrafts.  Some  of  these 
articles  on  sale  were  very  finely  done  and  artistic 
in  conception.  I  would  have  very  much  liked  a  rug, 
but  it  was  too  heavy  to  carry,  and  since  my  left  arm 
is  not  as  strong  as  of  old,  I  have  to  allow  only 
for  what  my  right  can  manage.  The  men  seem 
to  be  much  more  easy-going,  and  inclined  to  be 
spoon-fed  by  the  Government,  and  it  is  to  the  credit 
of  the  political  party  that  the  Indians  are  given 
reservations,  and  helped  to  lead  industrious  and 
useful  lives.  Of  course  this  is  really  little  in  com- 
parison with  the  fact  of  taking  their  country  from 
them.     UfKjn  my  return  to  San  Francisco,  I  called 
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upon  Miss  Jamme  at  the  Bureau  of  Registration 
of  Nurses.  I  found  her  a  most  charming  woman, 
with  a  broad  outlook;  the  Matron  of  the  County 
Hospital,  Los  Angeles,  Mrs.  Muir,  kindly  arranged 
an  interview  for  me  whilst  there,  and  she  told  me 
of  the  shortened  course — two  years  and  four- 
months — as  now  required  by  law,  the  pupils  be- 
ginning at  18  years.  This  I  thought  too  young, 
until  she  explained  to  me  there  are  orderlies  in  all 
civil  hospitals  to  do  the  lifting  of  patients,  etc.,  and 
they  do  no  house  or  domestic  work,  only  nursing 
service.  She  and  other  matrons,  however,  advise 
the  nurses,  if  possible,  to  complete  the  three  years' 
course,  to  enable  them  to  do  the  advanced  educa- 
tional course  at  Berkeley  University,  which  then 
makes  these  nurses  eligible  for  Public  Health 
work.  Miss  Jamme  told  me  that  every  nurse  en- 
gaged in  preventive  work  is,  more  or  less,  by  this 
advantage  a  specialist.  The  nurses  of  San  Fran- 
cisco have  been  able  to  throw  off  domination 
by  the  medical  profession,  and  yet  retain  their  good 
will  and  co-operation.  To  me,  from  my  many 
efforts  in  this  direction,  this  was  amazing.  Miss 
Jamme  gave  me  much  hope.  Their  pioneers  have 
had  the  same  fights  and  struggles  we  have  had, 
and  they  admit  that  though  the  Nurses'  Act  which 
came  in  force  in  1914  is  by  no  means  perfect,  none 
would  willingly  go  back  to  the  chaos  of  voluntary 
registration.  Then,  w'hen  I  asked  her  about  the 
eight-hour  day  in  hospital,  and  12  in  private,  she 
said  the  hospital  matrons  and  members  of  manage- 
ment predicted  general  ruin,  etc.,  to  those  institu- 
tions if  such  a  drastic  reform  came  into  being. 
However,  no  such  disaster  followed,  and  in  fact  it 
is  conceded  by  most  now  that  this  change  has  made 
for  a  more  contented  staff,  less  sick  leave,  and 
better  attention  and  care  given  to  the  patient.  Any 
nurse  coming  from  a  place  where  a  Nurses'  Act  is 
in  force,  without  any  reciprocal  agreement,  provid- 
ing her  certificate  is  up  to  the  standard  required,  is 
registered,  and  if  there  is  only  voluntary  registra- 
tion in  the  country  of  training,  she  has  to  pass  an 
examination.  This  latter,  she  assured  me,  is 
mainly  a  practical  test  that  the  nurse  is  a  person 
who  should  be  in  charge  of  a  sick  person.  Many 
of  our  nurses  over  there  asked  me"  to  get  informa- 
tion relating  to  the  statement  that  local  nurses 
wished  to  crowd  ours  out.  She  declared  most  em- 
phatically No !  They  all  realise  the  high  educa- 
tional standard  we  have  been  able  to  maintain,  and 
our  nurses  are  popular  with  patients  and  doctors 
alike ;  but  the  nurses  would  not  tolerate  our 
nurses  coming  in  and  doing  the  24-hour  work  as 
they  do  in  Australia.  I  agree  with  her  no  nurse 
has  the  right  to  go  to  a  foreign  country  and  not 
conform  to  the  same  economic  standards  as  set  by 
her  colleagues,  and  gained  by  much  trouble  and  in 
the  face  of  opposition  from  the  p>owers  that  be. 

Once  more  I  am  returning  to  fight  for  our  regis- 
tration bill.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any  nurs- 
ing news  as  yet.  so  I  am  hoping  for  details  at  Suva, 
Fiji,  to-morrow.  I  am  writing  on  deck,  so  please 
excuse  all  faults.  I  have  written  to  headquarters 
of  Nursing  Education,  N.  York,  at  Miss  Jamme's 
suggestion,   for  all  literature  that  deals  with  their 


Nursing  Acts,  so  by  this  means  I  may  be  able  to 
impress  the  lay  politician,  and  overcome  the  raven- 
like  ideas  of  our  two  medical  ones.  Registration, 
according  to  the  two  latter,  will  ruin  the  hospitals, 
and  do  everything  that  is  wrong  for  our  profession, 
yet  it  accomplished  every  good  for  the  medical 
members  as  a  whole. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  decreed  coloured  girls,  provided  that  they 
possess  the  same  educational  qualities,  viz..  High 
.School  certificates,  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  any 
Nurses'  Training  School.  So  far,  I  was  told,  those 
who  had  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity 
were  making  good,  the  tact  of  the  matrons  helping 
to  make  both  races  work  together  as  citizens  of  the 
one  great  land.  The  one  great  disappointment  was 
my  failure  to  meet  Miss  L.  Dock.  She  wrote  to  me 
a  nice  letter  of  welcome.  She  was  so  anxious  to 
hear  our  economic  news,  and  why  the  R. V.T.N. A. 
was  so  opposed  to  the  formation  of  the  Trained 
Nurses'  Guild.  She  hasn't  any  idea  of  the  com- 
plete domination  of  the  Council  by  the  medical 
and  employer  members,  as  well  as  lay,  on  that 
body.  Now  that  I  am  no  longer  a  member,  the 
private  nurses'  interests  are  being  looked  after  by 
three  private  hospital  owners,  as  well  as  those 
nurses,  who  possess  no  backbone  to  fight  the 
others.  Naturally  I  felt  my  severance  very  much 
after  my  long  association,  but  now  I  feel  I  came 
out  solely  upon  behalf  of  the  private  and  welfare 
nurses.  It  might  have  been  possible  for  me  to 
remain  if  I  could  sit  uf>on  a  rail,  but  I  possess  a 
direct  Celtic  temp>erament,  and  so  must  either  be 
for  or  against.  Perhaps  my  resignation  may  yield 
good  results,  as  I  am  told  it  has,  in  letting  some 
publicity  in  upon  the  R. V.T.N. A.  methods  to  help 
the  nurses. 

August  loth. — I  got  my  mail  at  Suva,  and  was 
pleased  to  know  that  Mr.  Justice  Bowers  could  see 
no  reason  why  he  should  alter  the  decision  of  the 
Registrar,  and  so  the  Guild  remains  a  registered 
industrial  body.  The  executive  members  are 
nominating  new  people  for  the  Council  of  the 
R. V.T.N. A.  I  shall  arrive  in  time  for  some  of  the 
fight  and  the  annual  meeting.  I  hear  the  general 
public  hasn't  much  sympathy  for  the  R. V.T.N. A. 
in  their  opposition  to  the  registration.  It  appears 
they  cannot  appeal  to  a  higher  court  until  the  Guild 
applies  for  an  award.  Personally  I  would  prefer 
to  see  a  conference  called  of  all  interested  bodies, 
and  get  an  amiable  acceptance  of  fair  economic 
conditions  for  the  nurses. 

August  12th. — We  ex[>ect  to  reach  Melbourne  on 
the  i6th. 

2oth. — We  arrived  in  Melbourne  quite  safely,  and 
I  am  up  to  my  eyes  in  getting  my  rooms  fixed  up. 
I  had  to  attend  to  some  patients  straight  away. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  work  waiting  for  me.  There 
will  be  a  bitter  fight  for  R.V.T.N.A.  elections. 

With  kindest  remembrances,  and  may  your  con- 
tinued struggle  for  just  professional  conditions  in 
England  meet  with  the  success  which  you  deserve 
to  win. 

Gretta  Lyons. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE  EMPIRE  AND  THE  MENTAL  INVALIDS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — May  I  very  heartily  endorse  the 
splendid  sentiments  expressed  in  your  leading 
■  article  this  week  ;  not  only  regarding  the  treatment 
of  ex-service  men,  who  are  mental  invalids,  and 
whose  plea  for  special  consideration  surely  cannot 
be  refuted — but  also  regarding  the  words 
"  lunatic  "  and  "  lunatic  asylum."  It  is  years 
now  since  these  names  were  officially  consigned  to 
the  limbo  of  the  past,  but  the  average  citizen;  who 
knows  far  too  little  about  mental  hospitals  from 
the  inside,  will  persist  in  using  them.  The  public 
would  not  be  alarmed  by  so-called  "  revelations," 
if  they  would  glean  their  information  at  first  hand  ! 
Your  definition  of^^the  words  used  is  the  best 
I  have  seen  or  heard  :  "  An  '  asylum  '  is  a  place 
where  patients  are  housed  under  care ;  whereas  a 
'  hospital '  indicates  remedial  treatment." 

I  am.  Dear  Editor, 
Yours  sincerely, 

A.  E.  Macdonald  (Sister). 
194,  Queen's  Gate, 
London,  S.W.  7. 

A    NATIONAL    DUTY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Jo(urnal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — As  a  member  of  the  British  Legion 
(Chelsea  and  Kensington  Branch)  I  should  like 
to  thank  you,  on  behalf  of  ex-Service  men  and 
women,  for  the  vigorous  editorial  on  "  Ex-Service 
Men  as  Pauper  Lunatics,"  in  this  week's  B.J.N. 
I  have  drawn  the  attention  of  Conservative 
^speakers  to  it  who  are  also  fighting  this  intolerable 
decision  of  the  Government,  and  I  am  endeavouring 
to  get  a  wider  public  for  your  article  among  nurses 
themselves. 

May  I  remind  your  readers  that  since  the  Whit- 
sun  Conference  women  are  eligible  for  full  member- 
ship of  the  British  Legion  "  on  the  same  terms  as 
men."  This  includes  all  members  of  the  naval, 
military,  and  Air  Force  Nursing  Services,  and 
members  of  V.A.  Detachments,  also  "  (women) 
of  the  Red  Cross  organisation  of  the  Empire, 
provided  they  have  served  with  the  Forces  of  the 
Crown,"  and  "  any  British  or  naturalised  British 
subjects  who  served  seven  days  in  an  Allied  Force 
during  the  Great  War." 

One  of  the  immediate  objects  of  the  Legion, 
as  declared  by  the  Constitution,  is  (6)  to  educate 
public  opinion  that  the  maintenance  of  the  disabled 
and  the  welfare  of  ex-service  men  is  a  national  duty. 

To  stigmatize  a  man  as  a  pauper  who,  in  spite 
of  mental  instability,  was  accepted  as  fit  to  fi.c,ht 
for  his  country,  because,  instead  of  losing  his  life 
in  her  service  he  has  lost  his  reason  ;     and  then 


to  excuse  it  on  the  grounds  that  his  present  mental 
ill-health  is  "  non-attributable  to  his  service  with 
the  Forces,"  is,  to  my  mind,  and  that  of  all  decent 
men  and  women,  an  intolerable  breaking  of  faith 
.with  the  dead  whom  the  country  will  honour  on 
November  nth. 

Many  nurses  and  V.A.D.  members  now  have 
votes.  Let  them  join  the  Legion  and  strengthen 
its  hands  when  it  demands  from  the  new  Govern- 
ment fulfilment  of  the  country's  pledges  to  the 
men  (and  women)  who  served. 

Colonel  Heath,  D.S.O.,  the  General  Secretar^'^ 
of  the  British  Legion,  at  the  headquarters  at 
26,  Eccleston  Square,  S.W.i,  will  give  enquirers 
information  as  to  the  nearest  local  branch  which 
they  can  join.  The  Legion  can  do  much  to  help 
ex-Service  nurses,  and  nurses  can  do  much  to  help 
ex-Service  men. 

Yours  faithfully, 

V.  C.  C.  COLLUM, 

(Former  Radiographer,  Hop.  Aux. 
d'Armee  30,  Scottish  Women's 
Hospitals,   France.) 

4,  Milton  Chambers, 

128,  Chevne  Walk,  S.W.io. 


We  hope  to  deal  with  a  somewhat  lengthy  letter 
from  Miss  Sayle,  Chairman  of  the  Women  Sanitary 
Inspectors'  and  Health  Visitors'  Association,  in 
an  early  issue. 

REPLIES     TO    CORRESPONDENTS. 

Miss  M.  C,  Woodstock,  U.S.A. — The  New 
Generation  is  a  monthly  periodical,  price  6d., 
published  by  the  "  New  Generation  League,"  124, 
Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.i.  The  Birth 
Control  News  is  also  a  monthly  paper,  price  id. 
(by  post  for  Americans,  50  cents),  published  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  Mothers'  Clinic,  61,  Marl- 
borough Road,  London,  N.ig. 

WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  ; — 

England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N.W. 

Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION    QUESTIONS. 

November  4th. — Describe  the  preparation  of  a 
patient  •  for  receiving  an  anaesthetic.  What  pre- 
cautions would  you  take  before  and  after  ? 

November  nth. — Explain  the  preparation  and 
materials  necessary  for  the  application  of  a  plaster 
cast.  Describe  the  process  of  applying  a  body  cast, 
and  the  points  to  which  the  nurse  who  assists 
the  surgeon  should  pay  special  attention. 
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A    TEXT-BOOK    FOR    MIDWIVES,* 

When  we  drew  attention  to  the  pubHcation  of  the 
third  edition  of  "  A  Text-Book  for  Midwives,"  by 
Dr.  J.  S.  Fairbairn,  F.R.C.P.(Lond.),  F.R.C.S. 
(Eng-)>  we  had  only  space  for  a  brief  notice,  but 
in  truth  it  is  a  book  which  might  be  quoted  from 
with  advantage  at  length.  All  teachers  of  mid- 
wives  should  absorb  its  information,  while  mid- 
wifery pupils  will  be  well  advised  to  possess  them- 
selves of  It,  and  use  it  extensivelv  as  a  book  of 
reference. 

In  his  preface  to  the  first  edition,  as  we  pointed 
out  at  the  time,  Dr.  Fairbairn  stated  :  "  This  text- 
book contains  more  than  has  hitherto  been  con- 
sidered necessary  for  midwives,  and  is  open  to  the 
criticism  of  going  beyond  what  is  required  by  them 
and  of  them.  On  this  score,  however,  those  who 
know  the  more  advanced  school  of  practising  mid- 
wives  will  make  no  demur.  That  school  is  pos- 
sessed with  an  insatiable  thirst  for  knowledge,  and 
is  rarely  content  with  what  has  hitherto  been  given 
it  in  books  written  solely  for  midwives.  Formal 
medical  works  are  in  constant  use,  and  my  hope  is 
that  the  scope  of  this  book  has  been  made  wide 
enough  to  render  the  purchase  of  such  unneces- 
sary." 

In  the  present  edition,  the  first  three  chapters  of 
Part  VII,  which  deal  with  "The  Infant,"  have 
been  entirely  re-written.  They  deal  with  Physi- 
ology and  Hygiene,  Normal  Development  and 
Management,  and  the  Feeding  of  the  Infant. 
Otherwise,  only  slight  alterations  and  additions 
have  been  made,  such  as  those  rendered  necessary 
by  the  revision  of  the  rules  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives'  Board,  w'hich  came  into  force  in  July,  1921, 
and  others  as  the  result  of  suggestions  from 
approved  teachers,  practising  midwives,  and  pupils. 
Dr.  Fairbairn  acknowledges  with  gratitude  the 
interest  shown  by  these  correspondents. 
The  Infant. 
Concerning  the  infant  we  read  :  "  The  transfor- 
mation from  foetus  to  dhild  in  the  crisis 
of  birth  is  no  less  startling  than  that  by 
which  the  chrysalis  becomes  the  butterfly. 
Within  the  uterus  the  foetus  is  kept  at  a  uniform 
ternperature,  and  protected  from  shocks  and  jars 
by  its  waterbed  of  liquor  amnii,  and  its  respiratory, 
nutritive,  and  excretory  functions  are  performed 
for  it  by  the  mother  through  the  medium  of  the 
placenta.  With  the  plunge  from  its  cosy  quarters 
into  a  cold  and  cheerless  world  there  comes, 
almost  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  the  heavy 
responsibility  of  the  maintenance  of  an  independent 
existence.  No  longer  a  foetus,  the  child  must 
forthwith  find  its  own  oxygen  from  the  air  it 
breathes,  maintain  Its  own  body-warmth,  use  its 
own  excretory  apparatus  to  get  rid  of  its  waste 
products,  and  set  to  work  to  learn  to  suck  its  food 

*  Henry  Frowde  and  Hodder  &  Stoughton,   i  & 
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from  its  mother  and  digest  and  assimilate  it." 
The  general  characteristics,  and  the  circulatory, 
respiratory,  digestive,  excretory,  and  nervous 
systems  are  then  described  in  detail. 

Concerning  the  regulation  of  body  ternperature, 
we  read  :  "  The  mechanism  by  which  the  body 
heat  is  maintained  is  only  gradually  developed, 
and  hence  the  new-born  infant  is  very  sensitive  to 
changes  in  its  external  temperature,  and  great  care 
should  be  taken  to  keep  it  as  far  as  possible  at 
the  ordinary  temperature  of  the  body,  whidh,  in 
nature,  would  be  obtained  by  close  contact  with 
the  mother.  The  temperature  of  the  new-born 
infant  is  often  sub-normal,  but  during  the  first 
days  of  life,  before  breast-food  is  available,  tem- 
peratures above  normal  are  sometimes  recorded, 
especially  when  there  is  a  marked  loss  of  weight. 
It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the  loss  of  weight  or 
rise  of  temperature  are  cause  or  effect,  but  the 
coincidence  is  frequently  noticed  on  the  charts  of 
new-born  infants  in  hospital." 

The  author  shows  how  "  nature's  efTort  for  the 
reproduction  of  the  species  will  assert  itself  even 
under  unfavourable  conditions.  Tlie  midwife  will 
often  be  struck  by  noticing  how  a  plump  and  well- 
covered  baby  may  be  born  to  an  ill-nourished  and 
half-starved  mother,  and  how  such  a  mother  may 
even  have  a  plentiful  supply  of  milk  for  her 
infant.  .  .  .  The  whole  purpose  of  the  infant  wel- 
fare movement  is  to  lessen  the  waste  of  infant 
life  and  the  damage  to  sound  physical  development 
from  preventable  causes.  A  check  to  the  normal 
development  of  the  young  and  growing  child  may 
result  in  serious  and  permanent  damage,  much 
more  so  than  if  the  trouble  occurred  at  a  later  age 
when  growth  was  less  rapid  or  was  completed." 

Very  instructive  is  the  section  on  "  Infections 
and  their  prevention."  We  must  realise  that  the 
general  resistance  to  bacterial  invasion  in  the 
newly-born  infant  is  very  low,  and  that  it  is  par- 
ticularly liable  to  infections  of  the  respiratory  and 
digestive  tracts.  "  To  the  new-born  child  it  is  im- 
portant that  the  bacterial  invasion  of  the  digestive 
canal  should  occur  slowly,  so  that  it  can  accommo- 
date itself  to  the  new  conditions,  that  no  septic  or 
virulent  varieties  of  organisms  should  be  present, 
and  that  the  mucous  lining  of  the  tract  should  not 
be  injured."  Dr.  Fairbairn  lays  an  embargo  against 
putting  comforters  or  dirty  fingers  into  the  infant's 
mouth,  and  of  the  kissing  of  the  child  by  all  and 
sundry,  many  of  whom  are  sure  to  have  bad  teeth 
and  septic  mouths. 

There  is  a  very  necessary  and  lucid  chapter  on 
venereal  diseases  in  relation  to  their  signs,  symp- 
toms, and  dangers  in  women  and  children,  and  to 
the  risks  of  contagion  to  others,  with  a  summary 
of  certain  points  which  the  midwife  must  specially 
bear  in  mind. 

The  numerous  illustrations,  some  of  whii-h  are 
beautifully  coloured,  add  greatly  to  the  value  of 
the  book. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 
EDITED  BY  MRS.  BEDFORD  FENWICK,  REGISTERED  NURSE. 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE     VACCINATION     QUESTION    AND 
INFANT     WELFARE. 

Speaking-  at  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the 
National  Baiby  Week  Council,  which  was  held 
at  117,  Piccadilly,  London,  W,i,  on  Thursday, 
October  26th,  Dr.  W.  McConnel  Wanklyn, 
Principal  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  the 
London  County  Council,  emphasized  the  enor- 
mous importance  of  vaccination  as  a  means  of 
safeguarding  life,  and  particularly  infant  life, 
from  the  perils  of  smallpox.  If  we  suddenly 
received  the  news  that  a  ship  containing  500 
infants  and  young  children  had  been  lost  with 
all  hands  we  should  be  shocked  at  such  an 
appalling-  tragedy,  yet  it  is  an  actual  fact  that 
at  this  very  moment  we  are  confronted  by  the 
prospect  of  a  calamity  which  may  turn  out 
to  be  worse  than  that.  It  is  a  calamity,  in  his 
opinion,  that  is  now  very  near  to  us.  He  went 
further  and  said  it  is  certain  to  happen  unless 
steps  are  taken  to  prevent  it.  A  larg-e  number 
of  children's  lives  now  depend  upon  the  atten- 
tion, the  understanding-,  the  determination  and 
persistent  efforts  of  all  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  mothers  and  babies.  When  we,  as  citizens 
of  a  free  community,  in  1898  and  ag^ain  in 
1907  passed  the  Conscientious  Objectors  Vac- 
cination Act,  we  took  the  treatment  of  what  he 
termed  our  own  case  into  our  own  hands.  At 
present,  as  a  community,  we  were  not  prepared 
to  have  universal  vaccination,  there  is  all  the 
more  reason,  then,  to  understand  the  position. 
To  do  this,  three  thingfs  must  be  considered  : 
first,  we  must  understand  ourselves  ;  second,  we 
must  know  where  further  information  can  be 
obtained ;  and,  third,  we  must  spread  that 
information  among^  those  whom  we  can  in- 
fluence. The  ordinary  citizen  is  wakingf  up  to 
the  reality  of  thing's. 

The  last  epidemic  of  smallpox  cost  ;£5oo,ooo 
to  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  alone. 
That  did  not  include  the  smallpox  expenditure 
of  the  sixty  other  public  bodies  in  London,  nor 
the  smallpox  expenditure  of  the  rest  of  the 
country. 


"  Were  I  a  woman,"  he  said,  "  I  would  not 
rest  day  or  nig-ht  till  I  had  made  absolutely 
certain  that  no  child's  life,  not  a  sing-le  one  in 
this  fair  country  of  ours,  should  ever  be 
defaced,  much  less  destroyed,  by  the  easily 
preventible,  the  barbarous,  the  should-bcK 
obsolete,  the  utterly  loathsome  and  detestable 
stupidity  called  smallpox."  A  smallpox  epi- 
demic is  a  cruel  and  gfhastly  business.  He 
spoke  from  a  knowledg-e  of  about  15,000  cases. 
Smallpox  is  a  wicked  trag-edy,  especially  for 
the  children.  One  child  dyings  of  smallpox,  a 
form  of  death  in  its  suddenness  comparable 
with  that  of  a  street  accident,  is  heartrending-, 
and  he  had  known  it  altogether  too  much  for 
doctors  and  nurses,  who  migfht  have  been 
thought  too  weary  and  worn  out  by  their  stress 
of  work  to  be  capable  of  displaying-  any 
emotion. 

There  had  been  200,000  deaths  from  small- 
pox since  1840.  It  was  not  known  how  many 
of  these  were  children. 

Taking-  the  earth  as  a  whole,  there  are 
probably  some  millions  of  cases  a  year.  In 
India  alone  there  are  often  100,000  deaths  a 
year  from  the  disease.  In  Eng-land  our  own 
position  is  simply  this,  that  our  island  shares 
in  the  exposure  to  smallpox  to  which  the  rest 
of  the  world  is  subject.  We  endeavour,  how- 
ever, by  our  Port  Medical  Officers,  to  catch 
cases  of  smallpox  at  the  ports,  and  to  prevent 
them  from  infecting-  the  population  at  larg-e. 
Smallpox  is  as  thick  in  the  world  as  measles 
is  in  our  own  country.  This  island  of  ours  is 
much  exposed  to  it.  Vaccination  has  been  so 
much  neg-Iected  that  probably  four  people  out 
of  every  five  would  take  smallpox  if  well  ex- 
posed to  the  infection ;  consequently,  once 
smallpox  g-ets  in  and  takes  a  hold  it  AviU  spread 
like  fire  in  dry  g-rass. 

We  know  how  many  of  our  men  were  saved 
during  the  war  by  anti-tetanus  injections  before 
tetanus  (lockjaw)  could  set  in,  and  by  anti- 
typhoid injections  before  typhoid  fever  could 
attack  themi :  and  in  our  own  children's  lives 
we  know  the  incalculably  beneficial  results  of 
anti-toxin   ag-ainst  diphtheria^      Anti-smallpox 
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vaccine    is    simply    a    corresponding-    remedy 
agfain&t  smallpox.     That  is  the  whole  story. 

After  dealing-  with  the  way  in  which  the 
vaccine  is  produced,  Dr.  Wanklyn  went  on  to 
describe!  the  method  of  vaccination,  and  said 
that  when  the  whole  process  of  vaccination  is 
carried  out  with  scrupulous  care,  no  incon- 
venience follows. 

Most  of  the  controversy  about  vaccination 
really  turns  on  the  question,  which  will  last  as 
long  as  human  life,  whether  any  g-iven  remedy 
is  worse  or  better  than  the  diseaise  for  which 
it  is  presented.  Anyone  who  has  seen  a  case 
of  smallpox  will  realise  that  vaccination  in- 
volves infinitely  less  suffering-  and  inconvenience 
to  the  patient.  He  gave  very  striking  proof  of 
the  efficacy  of  vaccination.  A  working  mother 
who  had  left  her  baby  at  home  caught  the  in- 
fection of  smallpox  when  out  of  doors;  in  due 
time  she  developed  it  and  was  sent  to  hospital, 
herself  covered  with  the  disease  but  the  baby 
in  arms  perfectly  well.  If,  then,  the  baby  was 
vaccinated  within  three  days,  72  hours  of  the 
time  when  the  mother's  rash  came  out,  the 
vaccination  took  and  was  established  before  the 
smallpox  had'  time  to  develop,  with  the  result 
that  the  child  completely  escaped  the  disease. 

Thei  real  way  to  set  to  work  is  not  to  wait  to 
be  attacked,   but  for   us  to  attack   smallpox. 
That  is  the  spirit  to  work  in. 
■  ♦  I 

OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

DESCRIBE    THE    PREPARATION    OF    A    PATIENT   FOR 

RECEIVING  AN  ANESTHETIC.      WHAT  PRECAUTIONS 

WOULD    YOU    TAKE.    BEFORE    AND    AFTER? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Cross,  Woolwich 
Home  for  Ailing  Babies,  123,  Eglinton  Road, 
Plum  stead. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

There  are  three  grades  of  anaesthesia — local, 
spinal,  and  general. 

The  preparation  of  a  patient  to  receive  an 
anaesthetic  will  greatly  depend  upon  which 
method  is  to  be  used,  and  whether  given  for— 

1.  Examination. 

2.  Surgical  operation. 

1.  Examination. — An  efficient  aperient  is 
given  the  previous  day,  and  an  enema  the 
following  morning,  if  necessary.  A  hot  bath 
given,  and  clean  clothing.  No  food  should  be 
given  for  four  hours  before  the  anaesthetic. 

2.  Surgical  Operation. — If  the  operation  is  a 
severe  one  or  of  long  duration,  the  patient 
should  rest  in  bed  for  two  or  three  days ;  this 
aims  at  raising  the  resisting  powers.  Light 
diet,  such  as  fish,  given  for  about  two  days, 
unless  otherwise  ordered. 


A  strict  observation  must  be  kept  on  the 
patient's  general  condition;  note  temperature, 
pulse,  respirations,  and  colour  of  patient.  Test 
urine  two  days  before  operation ;  report  to 
surgeon  any  abnormal  condition. 

The  destruction  of  bacteria  is  most  im- 
portant ;  a  purgative  should  be  given  to  clear 
the  alimentary  canal  of  bacteria  and  their 
toxins.  Castor  oilgi,  to  which  3i  of  glycerine 
has  been  added  (the  latter  tends  to  prevent 
constipation),  should  be  given  twenty-four 
hours  before  operation,  so  that  the  patient  may 
have  a  good  night's  sleep,  which  will  greatly 
alleviate  the  nervous  condition. 

The  patient's  hair  must  be  well  washed,  and 
sponged  with  antiseptic  lotion,  and  a  bath 
taken  the  previous  day,  clean  clothing  put  on 
patient  and  bed. 

The  mouth  and  teeth  must  hav3  special 
attention,  and  all  carious  teeth,  if  possible, 
should  be  extracted. 

Site  of  operation  must  be  shaved,  and  a  good 
area  around  same  well  washed;  with  soap  and 
water  and  antiseptic  lotion,  and  prepared 
according  to  surgeon's  wishes. 

A  nurse  must  do  her  utmost  to  reassure  her 
patient,  as  success  depends  largely  upon  the 
state  of  the  mind. 

A  cup  of  hot  water  or  tea  may  be  given  the 
morning  of  operation. 

An  enema  may  or  may  not  be  necessary,  or 
a  rectal  washout  may  be  given  about  five  hours 
before  anaesthetic. 

A  sponge  bath  given,  taking  care  to  guard 
patient  against  chills. 

A  cup  of  tea  or  beef-tea  and  a  piece  of  toast 
given  at  least  three  hours  previous  to  opera- 
tion, unless  otherwise  ordered  by  surgeon. 

Put  on  clean  warm  flannel  garments,  which 
can  be  easily  removed,  and  long  woollen 
stockings. 

Braid  the  hair  in  two  braids  and  tie  at  the 
ends.  Give  special  attention  to  the  care  of  the 
mouth.  Remove  artificial  teeth,  eyes,  limbs, 
and  jewellery,  with  the  exception  of  a  wedding 
ring. 

The  anaesthetist's  and  surgeon's  wishes  as 
regards  injections  must  be  ascertained,  as  they 
require  to  be  given  at  stated  intervals  before 
the  administration  of  anaesthetic. 

Urine  must  be  passed  immediately  before 
operation,  making  sure  that  the  bladder  is 
empty,  and,  if  not,  the  surgeon  must  be  in- 
formed, and  he  will  usually  decide  as  to  advis- 
ability of  catheterisation. 

After  anaesthetic  an  anaesthetised  patient 
should  be  moved  as  little  as  possible,  and,  with 
the    greatest   of   care,    quickly    returned    to   a 
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ready  prepared  clean  warm  bed,  with  the  head 
low  and  turned  to  one  side,  with  towel  and 
flat  basin  in  position,  so  that  vomited  matter 
and  saliva  may  run  out  at  the  lower  angle  of 
the  mouth. 

The  patient  should  have  a  blanket  under  and 
next  him,  surrounded  with  well-protected  hot- 
water  bottles. 

Keep  surrounding's  quiet  and  as  restful  as 
possible,  and  watch  for  shock,  vomiting,  and 
haemorrhage,  and  remain  with  him  during 
unconsciousness. 

After  some  forms  of  spinal  anaesthesia  the 
.patient  isi  immediately  placed  in  the  Fowler's 
position. 

Take  teinperature,  pulse,  and  respirations 
xfour-hourly. 

Emergencies  must  be  treated  as  they  arise. 
Have  ready  vomit-bowls,  towels,  tongue 
forceps,  swabs,  blocks  for  raising  bed,  saline 
solution,  with  intravenous  or  intramuscular 
apparatus  sterilised,  stimulants,  and  hypo- 
dermic syringe.  During  the  first  forty-eight 
hours  especially  a  careful  record  should  be 
kept  of  all  that  happens  to  the  patient  as  to 
sleep,  pain,  vomiting,  urine,  flatulence,  &c. 

HONOURABLE     MBNTiON. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able m.ention  : — Mrs.  C.  Williams,  Miss  Rachel 
Dodd,  Miss  E.  M.  Taylor,  Miss  Norah  Nash, 
Miss  Mary  Hunter  Price,  Miss  P.  Thomson. 

QUESTION    FOR    NEXT   WEEK. 

Explain  the  preparation  and  materials  neces- 
sary   for    the    application    of    a    plaster    cast. 
Describe  the  process  of  applying  a  body  cast, 
.  and  the  points  to  which  the  nurse  who  assists 
:the  surgeon  should  pay  special  attention. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 

We  are  hoping  Registered  Nurses,  and  those 
•who  ought  to  be  Registered,  intend  to  show 
^their  interest  in  the  forthcoming  Election  of 
their  direct  representatives  on  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council  by  attending  the  Public  Meet- 
ing to  be  held  on  Thursday  this  week  at 
II,    Chandos    Street,    Cavendish    Square,    at 

5  P-ni- 

Candidates  for  election  who  are  already 
members  of  the  G.N.C  will  give  an  account 
of  their  stewardship  during  their  term  of  office, 
and  some  of  the  new  nominees  will  address 
their  constituents  and  reply  to  questions. 


used  as  a  bait  for  profit,  and  as  objects  of  com- 
miseration they  will  be  presented  to  a  senti- 
mental and  gullible  public.  Thus  the  Victory 
Ball — that  annual  event  for  which  Miss  May 
Beeman  must  find  patronisers — is  again  ex- 
ploiting our  profession  in  the  name  of  the 
Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses.  Surely  the  huge 
grant  of  Red  Cross  money  handed  over  to  it 
should  have  been  a  sufficient  endowment  for 
this  demoralising  Fund.  The  more  cash  its 
managers  receive  the  more  power  to  deprive 
us  of  professional  independence  is  made  pos- 
sible. 


A  sale  of  work  was  held,  last  week,  at  Cavell 
Lodge,  Tombland,  Norwich,  in  aid  of  the 
Norwich  District  Association.  It  was  attended 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  Mayoress  and 
others.  The  Chairman,  Mr.  R.  Jewson,  said 
the  Home  itself  was  a  perpetual  memorial  to 
that  heroic  woman  who  spent  her  life  in 
ministering  to  the  sick  and  sufl'ering,  and  laid 
it  down  in  the  service  of  her  King  and  country. 
Their  work  was  carried  on  by  a  band  of  un- 
selfish women  who  find  their  joy  in  the  service 
of  those  who,  in  dire  need,  looked  to  the  Asso- 
ciation for  help.  They  would  be  glad  to  hear 
that  the  work  was  progressing.  Their  nurses 
had  made  over  24,000  visits  this  year  against 
21,000  the  previous  year,  and  who  could  tell 
what  relief,  comfort,  and  courage  one  visit 
from  a  nurse  may  have  brought  to  a  suffering 
patient.  They  were  there  because  this  splendid 
work  needed  bolstering  up  by  special  efforts, 
and  they  were  grateful  to  those  who  made  the 
sale  possible.  The  subscriptions  of  the  healthy, 
wealthy  and  strong  only  amounted  to  ;£4C)0. 
The  patients  in  poor  homes,  with  sickness  in 
the  house,  and  often  with  the  bread-winner  laiid 
aside,  contributed  over  ;£200. 


As  long  as  the  organisation  of  charity  is 
lucrative  in  cash  and  kudos  it  appears  useless 
:for   trained    nurses   to   protest    against    being 


It  is  well  known  to  all  those  who  have  charge 
of  mental  patients  how  often  their  insanity 
takes  the  form  of  antipathy  to  those  who  care 
for  them,  and  that  to  obtain  release  from  the 
institution  in  which  they  are  placed  they  make 
serious  charges  both  against  the  nurses  and 
the  institution.  Mrs.  Gertrude  E.  Brundit,  in 
the  Empire  News,  expresses  great  indignation 
against  the  recent  attacks  made  on  the  men  and 
women  who  form  the  staffs  of  mental  hospitals, 
and  writes  :  "  I  can  only  describe  such  allega- 
tions as  being  the  products  of  imagfination. 
My  own  experience,  and  the  experience  of  the 
twelve  other  members  of  my  family  who  have 
been  in  asylum  service,  is  that  every  care  is 
shown  by  mental  nurses  towards  the  un- 
fortunate people  entrusted  to  their  charge,  and 


286 


^be  36riti0b  3ournal  of  IRuretng.      November  4,  1922 


that  never-although  sometimes  the  provoca- 
tion is  very  ^reat-do  the  attendants  at 
asylums  permit  themselves  to  show  anything 
in  the  nature  of  cruelty  towards  patients.  1  he 
rea^n  for  many  of  the  stories  of  iU-t-at-ent 
is  to  be  found  in  the  delusions  to  which  the 
patients  themselves  are  subject.   •    •   • 

-  Infinite  tact,    patience  and  sympathy   aire 
required  for  the  vocation  of  an  asylum  nurse 
In  my  opinion  it  is  a  ^reat  thing  to  spend  one  s 
life  trying  to  bring  comfort  into  the  lives  of 
the  poor  people  who  enter  asylums. 

-Like  many  others  in  the  same  walk  of  hte, 
I  loved  my  work,  loved  my  patients,  and  look 
back  on  my  life  as  one  well  spent. 

A  district  nurse's  refusal,  on  the  ground  of 
professional  etiquette,  to  give  evi<ience  in  an 
assault  case,  led  to  her  appearance  at  Mont- 
tome  y  Police  Court  last  Saturday  on  a  charge 
Sf  contempt  of  court.  She  had  ignored  a  sum- 
mons to  auend,  and  had  been  arrested  on  war- 
rant and  detained  at  the  police  station  over- 

"' A^sked  if  she  was  prepared  to  face  the  conse- 
quences of  her  refusal,  she  firmly  answered 
"Yes,"  and  was  sentenced  to  one  day  s  im- 
prisonment. .  u^t^^^    ,,c 

We  have  not  sufficient  evidence  before  us 
to  know  the  nurse's  reason  for  her  attitude 
but  we  think  the  ground  of  "  professiona 
etiquette  "  where  justice  is  concerned  must  "^t 
be  carried  too  far  by  members  of  «u^.  P^^*^/" 
sion,  and  no  nurse  is  justified  in  rendering  her- 
self liable  to  imprisonment  for  contempt  ot 
court. 


The  Irish  Nurses'  and  Midwives'  Union  are 
giving  publicity  to  the  system,  which  they  con- 
Sder  undesirable,  of  the  running  of  institution 
or  the  sick  by  religious.     The  Union  poin  s 
out  that  many  of  the  Sisters  are  ^ot  thoroughly 
trained,  and 'that  at  St.  Columcille's  Hospital 
Loughlinstown,    and    at    other   hospitals,    the 
whole  of  the  night  nursing  is  performed  by  la> 
nurses,   which   they  consider  unfair,    as  _their 
health  often  suffers  from  the  continued  strain, 
and  they  express  the  opinion  that  all  positions 
■n  the  public  sei^ice  should  be  open  to  those 
having  the  necessary  professional  qualifications 
and,  if  members  of  religious  Orders  choose  to 
compete  for  nursing  posts,  they  should  be  pre- 
pared to  undertake  all  nursing  duties  and  take 
Their  share  of  caring  for  the  sick  on  night  as 

well  as  dav  duty.  ^      r    •         tv,^,-^ 

Apart  from   the  question  of  religion,   there 

cannot  be  two  opinions  on  the  ]ustice  of  this 


claim,  and  we  hope  permanent  night  duty  for- 
lay  Sisters  will  be  discontinued  in  Irish  hos^ 
pitals  nursed  by  nuns.  To  exact  it  to  the 
injury  of  the  health  of  others  cannot  be  inspired 
by  that  self-denying  ordinance  which  should  be 
the  basis  of  all  true  religion. 

Our  American  mail  always  provides  an  uplift. 
From  a  letter  from  a  great  nursing  educationist 
we  cull  the  following  :— "  I  cannot  begin  to  tell 
you  how  distressed  and  disappointed  I  am  thajt 
the  long  warfare  stilt  continues,   and  that  so- 
much  precious  time  and  energy  must  be  spent 
in  contending  against  unnecessary  obstacles  to  - 
progress.     There  is  so  much  to  be   done  in 
nursing,   in  every  aspect  of  our  work  m  fact, 
to  bring  it  up  to  true  professional  standards 
that  the  waste  of  valuable  effort  now  does  seem 
grievous.     The  nursing  situation  here  [in  the- 
USA.]   is  steadily  improving  in  one  or  two 
most  important  directions.     There  is  a  marked 
increase  in  the  number  of  well-qualified  women 
entering    our    better    schools.      Old    Bellevue 
mother  of  all  our  schools,  admitted  one  hundred 
students  in  one  class  in   September,   a     very 
promising  group,'  the  Superintendent  of  Nurses- 
thinks,  and  the  tendency  is  similar,   in  so^  tar 
as  the  good  schools  in  cities  are  concerned,  all 
over  the  country.     There  is  also  a  rapidly  in- 
creasing   demand    for    teachers    in    Nursing 
Schools.    We  cannot  keep  up  with  it  at  a  1,  ana 
more  than  a  hundred  such  positions  could  not 
be  filled  with  trained  teachers  this  year.     What 
a  wonderful   field  this  is  for  nurses  who   are 
women  of  education  and  with  suitable  personal 
qualities.     I  think  we  must  centre  more  effort 
in  trying  to  prepare  nurses  for  this^  mterestmg 
and  vitally  important  work.    I  can  hard  y  think 
of  anything  I  would  like  better  than  to  be  a 
really  well-trained  teacher  of  nurses.         ^ 

The  life  of  this  great  and  modest  lady  is  one 
long  lesson  to  her  colleagues  all  oyer  the  worid. 
Would  that  we  had  such  a  "teacher  in 
nursing  ranks  at  home  ! 


A  plaque  in  commemoration  of  Nurse  Cavell 
was  recently  inaugurated  in  Christ  Church  the 
Anglican  Church  in  Brussels),  the  unveiling 
cerlmony  being  performed  by  Mr.  George 
Potts,  President  of  the  British  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  Belgium. 

Miss  Isabel   Macdonald  will,   by   invitation, 
address   the   Scottish   Nurses'    Association  on 
Saturday  this  week  at  their  Annual  Meeting  to- 
be  held  in  Glasgow. 
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THE 


INTERNATIONAL    COUNCIL     OF 
NURSES. 


GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL    FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


The  International  Council  of  Nurses  has 
received  the  welcome  g^ift  of  £^6  is.  to  its 
exchequer  from  Royalties  on  the  sale  of 
Vols.  Ill  and  IV  of  Dock's  "  History  of 
Nursing-,"  throug-h  the  Publishers,  Messrs. 
•G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  Ltd.,  24,  Bedford  Street, 
Strand,  W.C.2. 

When  these  two  volumes  were  pmblished. 
Miss  L.  L.  Dock,  then  the  Hon.  Secretary  and 
.always  the  most  generous  supporter  of  the 
International  Council  of  Nurses,  announced 
her  intention  of  g-iving-  the  Royalties  upon  them 
to  the  Council,  and  this  cheque  is  the  latest 
evidence  both  of  her  gfenerosity  and  of  the 
widespread  sale  of  the  history. 


A  friend  writes  from  New  York:  "Miss 
Dock  was  here  for  a  few  days  in  the  spring-. 
.  .  .  She  looked  very  well  and  was  her  change- 
less self,  who  brings  something  fresh  and  vital 
into  everything  she  touches.  It  is  simply 
wicked  for  that  rare  original  mind  to  be  shut 
away  in  a  remote  country  village.  I  always 
rebel  whenever  I  think  of  it." 

Home  duties  claimed^  Miss  Dock  a  few  years 
ago — they  often  seize  our  very  best  women. 
Yet  what  a  legacy  we  have  of  that  "  rare  original 
mind  "  in  the  four  volumes  of  "A  History 
of  Nursing,"  although  a  Sister  Tutor  told  us 
recently  "  she  had  never  heard  of  it  "  !  She 
has  been  absorbing  it  since,  and  finds  it  "  in- 
valuable as  the  basis  of  teaching."  We  advise 
aU  Sister  Tutors  and  teachers  of  nurses  to 
study  this  great  work. 


WEST    MIDDLESEX    HOSPITAL, 
ISLEWORTH. 

Nurses'  League. 
The  Matron  cordially  invites  all  past  nurses 
to  the  Winter  Reunion,  to  be  held  on  Satur- 
day, November  25th,  1922.  Tea,  3  to  5  p.m.  ; 
dinner,  7  p.m.  It  is  hoped  all  past  nurses  will 
make  a  special  effort  to  attend.  A  limited 
number  of  those  coming  from  a  distance  can 
be  accommodated  for  the  night  if  previous 
application  is  made  to  the  Matron. 

ROYAL  BRITISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 

On  Saturday,  November  nth,  at  3  p.m.,  at  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association  Club,  194, 
■Queen's  Gate,  Dr.  Helen  Hanson  will  lecture  on 
"  Women  and  the  Ministry  of  the  Church."  Mrs. 
Marston  Acres  will  take  the  chair,  and  it  is  hoped 
iihere  will  be  a  large  attendance  of  nurses. 


The  twenty-eighth  meeting  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  was  held 
at  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  Friday,  October  27th, 
Sir  WiLMOT  P.  Herringham,'K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  M.D., 
F.R.C.P.,  Chairman  of  the  Council,  presiding. 

Minutes- 

Correspondence    from     Scotland     withheld 
from  the  Council. 

On  the  Chairman  moving  that  the  minutes  as 
circulated  be  confirmed,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  Item  284  was  not 
a  correct  record  of  what  took  place,  and  moved 
to  omit  the  words  "  That  the  Council  substituted  an 
alternative  to  which  the  Registration  Committee 
did  not  agree,  and  correspondence  was  now  taking 
place  with  regard  to  it." 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  it  was  reported  by  the 
Chairman  at  the  last  meeting  that  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  strongly  disapproved 
of  Rule  9  (b)  giving  the  Council  discretion  to 
register  persons  who  did  not  conform  to  the  Rules, 
but  no  mention  was  made  of  the  fact  that  the 
Scottish  Council  had  submitted  an  alternative 
Rule,  or  that  the  Registration  Committee  had 
taken  the  responsibility  of  not  agreeing  to  it, 
without  consulting  the  Council.  The  Registration 
Committee  was  exceeding  its  powers  in  so  doing. 

The  Chairman  said  his  impression  was  that  he 
had  stated  the  facts  as  recorded. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  :    "  You  did,  sir." 

Miss  MacCallum  agreed  with  Mrs.  Fenwick. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  no  correspondence  from 
Scotland  on  the  matter,  presumably  addressed  to 
the  Council,  had  been  submitted  to  it. 

The  Chairman  agreed  that  the  words  as  pro- 
posed be  deleted  from  the  Minutes. 

The  Chairman  said  that  on  page  13  of  the 
Minutes,  after  the  words  "  This  Examination  may 
be  taken  at  any  time  in  the  last  three  months  of 
the  training,"  the  words  "  or  later "  had  been 
accidentally  omitted.  It  was  agreed  that  they 
should  be  inserted,  and  with  these  two  amend- 
ments the  minutes  were  signed  as  correct. 

The  Organisation  of  the  Office. 

Miss  MacCallum  enquired  what  the  expert — 
she  did  not  know  his  name — who  had  been  em- 
ployed to  investigate  the  organization  of  the  Office 
had  reported. 

The  Chairman  said  the  firm  employed  were 
Messrs.  Peat  &  Co.  The  Report  had  not  yet  been 
received. 

Correspondence. 

Letter  from  the  General  Nursing  Council 

for  Scotland. 

The  Chairman  further  reported  that  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  had  asked  whether 
they  could  meet  the  Education  Committee. 

Dr.  Goodall  enquired  whether  this  was  in 
regard  to  any  particular  point,  and  The  Chairman 
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replied  in  the  affirmative.     It  was  in  relation  to 
the    Education    Scheme. 

Letter  from  the  Association  of  County 
Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Association  of 
County  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  It  enclosed 
the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Salop,  and  pointed  out  that  the  training  of  Nurses 
and  their  education  as  Public  Health  Nurses  was 
of  great  importance  to  the  public,  and  that  a 
thorough  course  of  Hygiene  should  be  included 
in  the  training  of  all  nurses.  It  further  pointed 
out  that  such  training  was  in  the  hands  of  hospital 
staffs  and  was,  consequently,  directed  to  develop- 
ing the  efficiency  of  nurses  in  relation  to  their 
hospital  service.  It  emphasised  the  necessity  of 
making  hygiene  the  basis  of  all  framing  in  nursing, 
and  expressed  the  opinion  that  there  should 
be  no  difficulty  in  finding  time  for  this  instruc- 
tion if  the  drudgery  were  omitted  from  the  work 
required  of  nurses  in  training,  and  only  legitimate 
nursing  duties  were  required  of  them.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Report  from   Rockefeller  Foundation. 

The  Chairman  also  reported  that  he  had 
received  a  report  from  the  Rockefeller  Foundation, 
also  emphasising  the  necessity  for  instruction  in 
hygiene,  but  this  advocated  a  special  post-graduate 
course  of  a  year's  duration. 

Statements    by   the    Chairman. 

The  Chairman  then  made  two  statements. 
Part  II  of  the  Election. 

He  reported  on  the  regulations  for  election  : — 
"  For  Part  II  of  the  election,  some  nurses  will 
be  nominated  as  Public  Health,  District,  and 
Private  Nurses.  These  candidates  will  be  dis- 
tinguished on  the  Voting  Paper  by  the  description 
which  will  appear  in  columns  arranged  for  that 
purpose.  But  among  the  remaining  candidates, 
there  may  be  some  who  have  at  some  time  been 
engaged  in  these  branches  of  service.  Such  a 
candidate  will  be  eligible  to  represent  the  branch 
in  which  she  has  worked.  This  fact  should  be 
known  beforehand,  and,  therefore,  to  such  names 
there  will  be  prefixed  an  asterisk  or  other  mark, 
and  a  corresponding  note  at  the  bottom  of  the 
paper  stating  that  the  candidate  is  eligible  to 
represent  this  or  that  branch." 

In  making  this  statement.  The  Chairman  said 
he  considered  that  information  should  be  given,  on 
the  voting  sheet,  of  facts  which  may  be  acted  on 
by  the  Returning  Officer. 

List  of  Names  and  Addresses  of  Registered 
Nurses. 

The  Chairman  then  said  that  the  Finance 
Committee  had  obtained  estimates  for  250  lists 
of  the  names  and  addresses  of  nurses  registered 
up  to  and  including  those  passed  on  October  27th. 
The  Roneo  Co.  would  duplicate  these  at  a  cost  of 
;^20o.  Messrs.  Butler  &  Tanner  would  print  them 
for  ;^2  40.     As  the  Roneo,  Co,  could  not  promise 


delivery  before  a  date  too  late  to  be  of  use,  the- 
order  had  been  given  to  Messrs.  Butler  &  Tanner. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  moved  that  this  action 
be  approved.  The  list  would  be  a  great  help,  and- 
he  thought  a  reasonable  help,  to  candidates  for 
election. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  thought  the  cost 
ought  decidedly  to  be  incurred.  The  Register 
should  have  been  available,  but  it  was  not  yet 
published  as  it  should  have  been,  and  the  names, 
and  addresses  of  Registered  Nurses  who  formed - 
the  constituency  should  be  available.  She  seconded 
Sir  Jenner  Verrall's  motion,  which  was  then  agreed. 

The  Ch.-virman  pointed  out  that  the  General; 
Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  had  published  a 
similar  list,  which  was  on  sale  at  the  price  of 
£1   is. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  thought  the  principle  of 
making  a  charge  was  a  sound  one.  He  moved  that 
the  list  should  be  sold  at  a  fixed  charge  of  £1  is. 
This  was  seconded  by  the  Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw 
and  agreed. 

Letter  from  the  Minister  of  Health. 

[Copy.] 
Ministry  of  Health, 

Whitehall,    S.W.i. 
19th  October,  1922. 

Sir,— 

With  reference  to  Mies  Parsloe's  letter  of  the- 
loth  instant  forwarding  copy  of  the  scheme  of  election 
as  amended  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to  inform  you  that 
before  the  scheme  is  formally  approved  a  number  of 
drafting  alterations  appear  necessary.  The  Minister 
notes  that  in  certain  cases  important  provisions  which 
should  form  part  of  the  scheme  itself  have  been^ 
incorporated  in  the  forms.  In  one  particular  instance 
an  important  provision  in  regard  to  the  validity  of 
voting  papers  has  been  made  a  footnote  to  a  form, 
though  it  should  properly  have  been  made  a  sub- 
stantive rule.  The  suggested  amendments  which  are 
indicated  in  the  accompanying  copy  are  with  one 
exception  matters  of  drafting  and  re-arrangement. 
There  is,  however,  one  point  of  substance  to  which. 
I  am  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Council.  In  the 
Rules  as  they  were  submitted  by  the  Council  six  places 
out  of  the  eleven  places  allotted  to  nurses  on  the 
general  part  of  the  Register  are  reserved  for  matrons- 
of  hospitals  with  nurse  training  schools.  The  remain- 
ing five  places  are  reserved  for  persons  who  have  not 
been  matrons ;  but  in  this  latter  case  the  term 
"  matron  "  is  apparently  used  in  its  widest  sense  and 
is  not  limited  to  matrons  of  training  schools.  The- 
effect  of  this  is  that  a  certain  number  of  nurses  on  the 
general  part  of  the  Register,  i.e.,  nurses  who  are,  or 
have  been,  matrons  of  hospitals  without  nurse  training 
schools,  are  disqualified  for  election  to  the  Council. 
The  Minister  feels  sure  that  this  is  an  oversight,  and 
that  it  was  never  the  intention  of  the  Council  to- 
exclude  from  representation  on  the  Council  any  class- 
of  nurses  on  the  Register.  The  Minister  is  advised 
that  it  is  not  competent  to  the  Council  to  disqualify 
for  nomination  or  election  any  class  of  nurses  on  the- 
Register,  and  any  provision  in  the  scheme  which  has 
this  effect  is,  therefore,  ultra  vires.  Subject  to  the 
adoption  of  an  amendment  to  meet  this  point  and  to 
the  acceptance  by  the  Council  of  the  necessary  drafting 
alterations,  the  Minister  approves  the  Rules,  and  will 
be  prepared  to  sign  them  as  soon  as  revised  proofs  are 
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available.  For  purposes  of  record  and  presentation  to 
Parliament  it  would  be  convenient  if  four  proof  copies 
could  be  furnished. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)         L.  G.  Brock. 
The  Chairman, 

General  Nursing  Council. 

Prescribed  Scheme  for  Election. 

The  Chairman  then  said  that  in  the  letter 
received  from  the  Ministry  with  the  Prescribed 
Scheme  for  the  Election  submitted  by  the  Council, 
which  had  been  circulated,  the  Council  would  see 
that  the  Ministry  said  that  cutting  out  the  words 
"  General  and  Poor  Law "  disfranchised  all 
Matrons  not  Matrons  of  Training  Schools. 

He  referred  to  Form  A,  page  12,  and  the  Election 
of  5  Registered  Nurses,  and  said,  that  to  omit  the 
words  "  General  or  Poor  Law "  disfranchised 
Matrons  of  Special  Hospitals  who  would  not  have 
a  chance  of  getting  on  the  Council  at  all.  The 
Ministry  therefore  said  that  the  original  words 
must  be  restored.  [There  is  no  such  direction  in 
the  above  letter. — Ed.] 

Miss  MacCai.lum  pointed  out  that  in  these 
circumstances  there  might  not  be  a  single  working 
nurse  on  the  Council. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  said  that  she  would 
have  liked  to  move  a  drastic  amendment  that  the 
Scheme  for  Election  should  be  on  the  same 
democratic  basis  as  that  in  Scotland,  and  that  the 
II  representatives  of  general  nurses  should  be 
elected  by  the  Registered  Nurses  on  the  General 
Part  of  the  Register,  but  she  recognised  it  was  too 
late  for  this  amendment.  There  was  a  certain 
amount  of  justice  in  what  the  Minister  said  that 
Matrons  of  institutions  were  excluded  from 
representation,  but  to  discriminate  between 
nurses  standing  for  branches  of  nursing  would  be 
most  confusing  ;  there  would  be  more  than  one 
who  had  done  private  or  district  nursing,  &c. 
The  more  democratic  and  simple  the  Rule  the 
better. 
•  Mrs.  Fen  wick  proposed  "  That  five  Registered 

Nurses  be  elected  by  the  Registered  Nurses  in  the 
General  Part  of  the  Register." 

Mrs.  Fenwick  drew  attention  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  at  a  meeting  at  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  in 
the  previous  week  that  he  had  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  words,  "  who  should  not  be  past 
or  present  Matrons  of  hospitals,"  had  been  deleted 
from  the  Rule  under  discussion,  which  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Council  at  the  last  meeting  and  submitted 
to  the  Minister  for  his  approval  From  what 
source  had  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  obtained  this 
information  when  the  Minister's  views  had  not 
been  presented  to  the  Council  ?  She  strongly 
deprecated  this  evidence  of  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  with  the 
work  of  the  Council  at  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Miss  MacCallum  seconded  Mrs.  Fenwick 's  motion. 

Dr.  Goodai.l  enquired  if  any  proposal  to  alter 
the  Rule  could  be  discussed  without  notice  ? 


The  Chairman  thought  it  could  be  discussed'on 
the  Minister's  letter,  but  it  would  be  impossible 
to  alter  the  scheme.  [Why  ? — Ed.].  Sir  Jenner 
Verrall  said  they  were  told  their  former  proposal 
(that  five  seats  be  secured  to  nurses  who  were  not 
Matrons)  was  ultra  vires.  He  thought  Mrs. 
Fenwick's  amendment  was  out  of  order. 

In  reply  to  Miss  Seymour  Yapp,  the  Chairman 
pointed  to  a  footnote  in  explanation  of  the 
Minister's  recommendation  on  page  12,  part  5. 
Mrs.  Fenwick  enquired  who  had  inserted  the 
footnote. 

The  Chairman  :    "  I  did." 

The  Chairman,  upon  further  consideration,  said 
he  did  not  think  he  could  accept  the  amendment. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  claimed  that,  according  to  the 
Minister's  letter,  an  amendment  was  permissible. 
The  Chairman  said  he  could  not  accept  it  ! 

Miss  MacCallum  enquired  why  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley  was  in  a  position  to  inform  the  meeting 
at  St.  Thomas  Hospital  what  was  the  Minister's 
opinion  on  the  Council's  scheme  before  that 
opinion  had  reached  the  Council,  when  he  stated 
he  had  not  got  his  information  from  the  Ministry  ? 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  no  use  asking  him ; 
he  had  not  given  the  information  to  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that  was  what  she  wanted 
to  know. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  proposed  to  insert  that  the 
five  Registered  Nurses  should  be  those  "  not 
eligible  for  election  under  the  preceding  parts." 

The  Chairman  said  that  necessitated  com- 
pletely recasting  the  Scheme.  He  asked  leave  to 
send  it  to  press  as  presented. 

Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw  moved  and  Miss  Steele 
seconded  that  Form  A  be  sent  to  press,  and  this 
was  carried  by  10  votes  to  six. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  then  moved  that  the  Report  be 
received. 

The  Committee  has  met  once,  on  October  12th, 
1922. 

I.  To  recommend  that  the  Bills  and  Claims 
submitted  for  payment  be  approved. 

II.  To  recommend  that  5,000  copies  of  the 
Register  be  printed,  and  that  they  all  be  bound  in 
the  red  covers  with  gilt  lettering. 

III.  To  report  that,  at  the  present  rate  of 
expenditure  for  stamps,  the  amount  required  for 
the  ensuing  month  will  probably  be  ;^250. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  reported  that  the  estimate 
for  printing  the  Register,  viz.,  £s^2  4s.  gd.,  did 
not  include  the  red  cloth-boards  binding,  as  the 
Medical  Register,  which  would  be  another  ^46  per 
thousand.  It  was  agreed  that  it  would  be  desirable 
to  adopt  this  form  of  binding,  and  the  additional 
expenditure  was  approved. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  moved  and  Miss  Seymour 
Yapp  seconded  the  proposal  that  the  number 
printed  should  be  3,000.  This  was  carried  by 
18  votes  to  one. 

The  Report  was  then  agreed  as  a  whole. 
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Report  of  Education  and  Examination 
Committee. 

Miss  Lloyd-Stilt.,  Chairman  of  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee,  presented  the 
Report  and  moved  that  it  be  received. 

The  Committee  has  met  once,  on  October  12th, 
1922. 

I.  Considered. — The  Hospitals  whose  authorities 
have  rephed  to  the  inquiries  instituted  by  the 
Council,  but  whose  claims  to  recognition  have  not 
hitherto   been  discussed. 

Recommended. — {a)  That  the  following  hospitals 
be  recognised  as  complete  Training.  Schools  : — 
Mildmay  Mission  Hospital,  Bethnal  Green,  E.2  ; 
St.  John  and  St.  Elizabeth,  Grove  End  Road, 
N.W.8  ;  Barnet,  Wellhouse  Hospital ;  Barnsley, 
Beckett  Hospital ;  Barnstaple,  North  Devon 
Hospital ;  Bedford,  County  Hospital ;  Blackburn, 
and  East  Lanes.  Royal  Infirmary ;  Blackpool, 
Victoria  Hospital ;  Bridgwater  Hospital ;  Dor- 
chester, Dorset  Hospital ;  Douglas,  Noble's  Isle 
of  Man  ;  Dudley,  Guest  Hospital ;  Folkestone, 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital ;  Harrogate,  Infirmary  ; 
Hastings,  East  Sussex  Hospital ;  Hertford,  County 
Hospital ;  Keighley,  Victoria  Hospital ;  Kidder- 
minster, Infirmary  and  Children's  Hospital ; 
Lancaster,  Royal  Infirmary  ;  Rochdale,  Infirmary  ; 
Stamford,  Rutland  and  General  Infirmary  ;  Truro, 
Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary ;  Tunbridge  Wells, 
General  Hospital  ;  Whitehaven  and  West  Cumber- 
land Infirmary ;  Windsor,  King  Edward  VII 
Hospital  ;  Wrexham,  Infirmary ,  Yarmouth, 
General  Hospital. 

[b)  That  the  following  hospitals  be  advised  to 
arrange  a  scheme  of  training  in  combination  with 
other  hospitals  : — An ti- Vivisection  Hospital,  Bat- 
tersea  Park  ,  Bolingbroke  Hospital,  Wandsworth 
Common,  S.W.  18  ,  Burton-on<-Trent,  General 
Infirmary ;  Bury  Infirmary ;  Doncaster,  Royal 
Infirmary  ;  Monkwearmouth  and  Southwick  Hos- 
pital ;    Rotherham  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

(c)  That  in  order  to  avoid  dislocation  of  work 
and  possible  lack  of  nurses,  the  following  hospital 
be  granted  provisional  recognition  as  a  Training 
School  up  to  September  30th,  1923,  and  that 
nurses  entering  that  school  before  that  date  be 
admissible  to  the  examinations  of  the  Council, 
on  the  understanding  that  the  Council  will,  after 
that  date,  consider  whether  the  conditions  of 
training  are  such  as  to  warrant  continued  recogni- 
tion : — Huntingdon  Hospital. 

Addition  to  Report  of  Education  and  Exami- 
nation Committee,  October  19TH,   1922. 

Recommended. — (a)  That  the  following  General 
Hospital  be  recognised  as  a  complete  Training 
School : — Devonport,  Royal  Albert  Hospital. 

{b)  That  the  following  Voluntary  Hospitals  be 
recognised  as  Training  Schools,  which,  in  combi- 
nation with  other  hospitals,  afford  a  complete 
training  : — Greenwich,  Seamen's  Hospital ;  West 
Norfolk  and  Lynn  ;  Bristol  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital. ■ 

2.  Considered. — ^The  interview  with  the  Deputa- 


tion of  the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions  (see 
Minutes  of  Council  October  6th,  1922). 

Recommended. — {a)  That  the  following  Poor  Law 
Hospitals  be  recognised  as  complete  Training 
Schools  (18  in  number)  : — Holborn  and  Finsbury 
Hospital ;  The  Infirmary,  Plumstead ;  White- 
chapel  Infirmary ;  St.  George's  Infirmary,  Raine 
Street,  E.i  ;  Brighton,  Poor  Law  Institution 
Infirmary,  Elm  Grove ;  Bristol,  Southmead  In- 
firmary ;  Halifax,  St.  Luke's  Hospital ;  Hull, 
Anlaby  Road  Infirmary  ;  Kingston,  Kingston  and 
District  Hospital  ;  Leeds,  Township  Infirmary  ; 
Littleborough,  Birch  Hill  Hospital,  Rochdale ; 
Liverpool,  Smithdown  Road  Institution  ;  Norwich, 
Poor  Law  Infirmary ;  Oldham,  Boundary  Park 
Hospital ;  Plymouth,  Greenbank  Infirmary  ;  Scul- 
coates.  Poor  I.aw  Infirmarj'^ ;  Stockport,  Stepping 
Hill  Poor  Law  Hospital ;  West  Bromwich, 
Infirmary. 

lb]  That  in  order  to  avoid  dislocation  of  work 
and  possible  lack  of  nurses,  the  following  Poor  Law 
Hospitals  be  granted  provisional  recognition  as 
complete  Training  Schools  up  to  September  30th, 
1923,  and  that  nurses  entering  those  schools  before 
that  date  be  admissible  to  the  examinations  of  the 
Council,  on  the  understanding  that  the  Council 
will,  after  that  date,  consider  whether  the  condi- 
tions of  training  are  such  as  to  warrant  con  inued 
recognition  : — Epsom,  Keighley,  Romford,  Sunder- 
land, Tynemouth,  Watford  ;  and  that  the  following 
Poor  Law  Hospitals  be  recognised  as  Training 
Schools  which,  in  combination  with  other  public 
hospitals,  give  complete  training  : — Bath,   Frome 

Road  House ;    Blackburn,  Union ;    Huddersfield, 

Crosland   Moor   Poor   Law   Institution   Hospital ; 

Hunslet,  Union  Infirmary  ;    North   Bierley  Union 

Infirmary. 

Discussion. 
Mrs.    Bedford    Fenwick    inquired    why    the 

Royal  Infirmary,  Doncaster  (an  important  hospital 

in  Yorkshire),  was  not  granted  recognition  ? 
The  Chairman   said  it  had  65   beds,   and  the 

work  was  almost  entirely  surgical.     Medical  beds 

were  onlv  allotted  as  required. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  made  an  inquiry  as  to  why 

the    Wellhouse    Hospital,    Barnet,    was    included 

amongst    Voluntary    Hospitals.     It    was    a    Poor 

Law  institution. 

Miss  Worsley  asked  why  the  General  Infirmary, 

Burton-on-Trent,  was  excluded. 

The  Chairman   said  it  had  only  five  medical 

beds,  and  Miss  Worsley  replied  that  the  Matron 

said  there  were  an  equal  number  of  medical  and 

surgical  beds. 

Mr.   Christian  inquired  as  to  the  number  of 

beds  at  the  General  Infirmary,  Stamford,  without 

the  infectious  blocks,  and  The  Chairman  said  that 

there  were  -^o  medical  and  surgical  beds,  exclusive 

of  children's  cots. 

Clauses  (a),  {h),  and  (c)  of  tne  Report  were  then 

agreed. 

Addition  to  Report. 

The  addition  to  the  Report  of  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee,  dated  October  19th, 
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was  then  considered.  This  appears  to  have  been 
•drafted  outside  the  Education  Committee  which, 
it  is  stated,  met  once,  on  October  12th,  and  is 
not  signed  by  its  Chairman. 

In  regard  to  Recommendation  II  (b).  The 
Chairman  said  that  the  Deputation  from  the 
Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions  had  begged  the 
Council  to  waive  their  objection  to  the  recognition 
of  an  institution  as  a  training  school  because  of 
the  fact  that  it  had  no  Resident  Medical  Officer, 
and  they  had  proceeded  to  revise  their  judgment. 
The  recommendation  now  submitted  was  that 
certain  Poor  Law  Hospitals  should  be  granted 
recognition  as  complete  Training  Schools,  and 
that  others  with  regard  to  which  it  was  recognised 
that  the  conditions  were  not  altogether  satisfactory 
should  be  recognised  provisionally  for  a  year, 
subject  to  revision  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  if  it  had  been 
arranged  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
Guardians  ?  What  was  the  position  ?  There  was 
no  mention  of  Resident  Medical  Officers  in  the 
recommendations.  If  the  previous  decision  was 
to  be  annulled  it  ought  to  be  made  clear  that  it 
was  not  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  Resident 
to  enable  an  institution  to  be  recognised.  She 
said  further  that  the  Council  had  the  reputation 
of  being  the  most  unbusinesslike  Statutory  Body 
in  the  Kingdom,  but  that  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  continue  to  be  so. 

The  Chairman  said  that  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  they  recognised  that  the  condition  of  some  of 
these  institutions  were  not  satisfactory  it  was 
proposed  to  recognise  them  temporarily. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  said  they  all  knew  that  the 
recognition  was  perfectly  temporary. 

Mrs.  Bedi'ord  Fenwick  repeated  that  the 
regulation  obliging  every  Poor-Law  Hospital 
recognised  as  a  complete  Training  School  to  main- 
tain a  Resident  Medical  Officer  had  not  been 
rescinded. 

To  put  the  matter  in  order  this  should  be  done. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  enquired  whether  any  of  the 
institutions  it  was  proposed  to  recognise  made- 
provision  for  their  pupils  to  be  trained  in  private 
nursing  institutions  receiving  paying  patients. 

The  Chairman  said  one  of  them  certainly  did. 
That  was  a  condition  which  was  recognised '  as 
unsatisfactory. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  patients 
who  went  into  Private  Nursing  Homes  and  paid 
for  skilled  nursing  did  not  expect  to  be  nursed  by 
probationers-in-training  from  Poor-Law  Infirm- 
aries. A  great  principle  was  involved.  She 
strongly  deprecated  the  recommendation  to  the 
Council  that  such  a  practice  should  be  recognised 
by  the  Council,  and  moved  that  it  be  not  approved. 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Macdonald,  and  it 
was  agreed  in  connection  with  the  institutions 
concerned  "  that  the  following  Poor-Law  Hospitals 
be  recognised  provided  that  the  training  is  given 
in  a  public  institution." 

Dr.  Smedley  pointed  out  that  there  was  no 
mention  of  Private  Nursing  Homes  in  the  recom- 
jnendation  which  was  "  that  the  following  Poor- 


Law  Hospitals  be  recognised  as  Training  Schools, 
which,  in  combination  with  other  hospitals,  give 
complete  training." 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  said  they  "  knew  it  from 
outside,  from  the  Deputation." 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  word  "  public  "  be 
inserted  before  "  hospitals." 

Member  of  Education  Committee. 

The  Chairman  then  said  it  had  been  an  omission 
not  to  insert  on  the  Agenda  the  recommendation 
that  Dr.  Smedley  should  be  added  to  the  Education 
Committee  in  place  of  Dr.  Bostock  Hill.  It  could 
be  done  if  unanimously  allowed,  but  not  otherwise. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  moved  and  Miss  Cox-Davies 
seconded  that  this  should  be  done  and  no  member 
objecting  the  name  of  Dr.  Smedley  was  added  to 
the  Committee  by  special  leave. 

Report   of   Registration    Committee. 

Dr.  Goodall  (Chairman  of  the  Registration 
Committee)  then  moved  that  the  Report  be 
received. 

Since  the  Special  Meeting  of  the  Council,   on 
October  6th,   the  Committee  has  met  twice,   on 
October  13th  and  20th. 
I. — Registered  Uniform,  Badge,  and  Letters. 

This  subject  has  been  discussed  by  the  Com- 
mittee upon  a  report  presented  to  it  by  the  Uniform 
Committee. 

The  Committee  recommends  : — 

{a)  That  in  view  of  the  forthcoming  election, 
when  nurses  themselves  will  vote  their  repre- 
sentatives into  office,  the  question  of  the  decision 
as  to  the  registered  uniform,  badge  and  letters  be 
deferred  for  the  new  Council,  and  that,  in  the 
meanwhile  nurses  be  notified  of  this  resolution, 
and  again  asked  to  send  in  any  suggestions  or 
criticisms  of  the  suggestions  re  uniform  which 
have  appeared  in  the  name  of  the  Council,  in  order 
that  the  new  Council  may  obtain  something  which 
will  be  universally  accepted. 

II. — Applications  for  Registration. 

The  following  statements  showing  the  progress 
of  Registration  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  :■ — 

Applications  received  during  week  ending  : — 


September 
October 


Gen. 

Supp. 

Total 

er  23rd 

• •   495   • 

•   1^5 

600 

30th 

..   338   • 

•   115 

•  453 

7th 

. .   366   . 

75 

•  441 

14th 

• •   307   • 

47 

•   354 

2ISt. . 

.  •   255   . 

41 

296 

I76I          383  2144 

III.     Registration  to  September  30TH,  1922. 

Applications  received  up  to  September  30th  13,5 77 
approved  up  to  and  including 

September  22nd     . .          . .  8,094 

„           Now  for  approval      . .          . .  3.155 

Ineligible        ' 635 

,,           Withdrawn      .  .          . .          . .  28 

,,           Incomplete     . .          . .          . .  1,665 
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Lists  of  1,839  applicants  for  registration,  whose 
applications  have  been  found  to  be  in  conformity 
with  the  rules,  are  appended,  as  also  are  lists  of 
92  applicants  whose  applications  are  not  in  con- 
formity with  the  rules. 

The  Committee  recommends  : — 

(i>)  That  the  1,859  applicants  whose  applica- 
tions have  been  found  to  be  in  order  be  approved 
for  registration,  and  that  the  Registrar  be  in- 
structed to  enter  their  names  in  the  appropriate 
parts  of  the  Register. 

(c)  That  the  appropriate  certificate  be  granted 
to  each  of  these  applicants,  and  that  authority 
be  hereby  given  to  affix  the  Seal  of  the  Council 
to  each  certificate. 

IV. — The  Committee  has  arranged  to  hold  a 
special  meeting  on  October  26th  in  order  to 
consider  a  number  of  applications  scrutinised  since 
its  meeting  on  October  20th.  These  applications 
will  be  brought  before  the  Council  at  the  meeting 
on  October  27th,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee will  ask  for  the  special  permission  of  the 
Council  to  present  them  for  consideration  (under 
Rule  44  {^)). 

Discussion. 

On  Item  I  Dr.  Goodall  said  that  the  Registered 
Uniform,  Badge,  and  Letters  were  matters  in 
which  the  nurses  were  personally  concerned, 
the  Committee  therefore  recommended  that  con- 
sideration should  be  deferred  until  after  the  elec- 
tion of  the  new  Council,  when  they  could  instruct 
their  representatives. 

The  Chairman  said  that  Miss  MacCallum  had 
a  Resolution  on  the  Agenda  on  this  point,  and 
invited  her  to  move  it. 

Resolution. 

Distinguishing  Letters. 
Miss  MacCallum  moved  : — 
That  Nurses  registered  en  the  General  and  Supplemen- 
tary Parts  of  the    Register  be  authorised  to  use   the 
following  distinguishing  letters  after  their  names  : — 
S.R.N.  (State  Registered  Nurse). — Nurses  registered  on 

the  General  Part  of  the  Register. 
S. R.M.N.  (State  Registered  Male  Nurse). — Nurses  regis- 
tered on  the  Supplementary  Part  of  the 
Register  for  Male  Nurses. 
S. R.M.N.  (State  Registered  Mental  Nurse).— Nurses 
registered  on  the  Supplementary  Part  of  the 
Register  for  Mental  Nurses. 

S. R.C.N.  (State  Registered  Children's  Nurse).— Nurses 
Registered  on  the  Supplementary  Part  of  the 
Register  for  Nurses  of  Sick  Children. 

S.  R.F.N.  (State  Registered  Fever  Nurse). — Nurses  Regis- 
tered on  the  Supplementary  Part  of  the 
Register  for  Fever  Nurses. 

In  doing  so,  she  said  that  the  matter  of  dis- 
tinguishing letters  was  of  great  importance  to 
Registered  Nurses,  and  in  Courts  of  Law  would 
differentiate   them   from   those   unregistered. 

Miss  Macdonald  seconded  the  Resolution. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  pointed  out  that  the 
letters  suggested  for  Male  Nurses  were  the  same 
as  those  for  Mental  Nurses. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  why  the  Regis- 
tration and  Uniform  Committees  had  failed  to  deal 


with  these  important  matters  which  were  well  - 
in  hand  when  the  former  Committees  were  dis- 
placed and  superseded  with  scant  courtesy  ? 
Already  much  valuable  time  and  money  had  been 
expended  considering  them,  and  there  was  no  valid 
reason  why  the  present  Council  should  be  pre- 
vented doing  its  work  as  recommended  by  the 
Registration  Committee.  The  new  Committees 
had  done  nothing  to  cari-y  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  in  this  connection. 

The  Chairman  enquired  whether  "  S.R.N." 
could  not  be  used  by  men  as  well  as  women  ? 

Miss  MacCallum  replied  that  the  Register  bf 
Male  Nurses  was  a  Supplementary  Part,  they 
were  not  eligible  for  the  General  Part  of  the 
Register. 

Dr.  Goodall  did  not  agree  with  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  that  nothing  had  been  done.  The  ques- 
tion had  been  considered  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  May  19th,  on  the  Report  of  the  Regis- 
tration Committee,  and  had  been  turned  down. 
He  was  against  the  Resolution  and  should  oppose 
it,  but  would  give  a  pledge  that  the  Uniform 
Committee  would  consider  it. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  the  Uniform  Committee 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  important  question 
of  what  titular  letters  might  be  used  by  nurses 
on  the  Register  after  their  names.  The  question 
had  been  referred  to  the  Standing  Registration 
Committee. 

On  Miss  MacCallum's  amendment  to  omit 
the  words  "  and  letters  "  from  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Registration  Committee,  and 
to  defer  the  whole  question  of  uniform,  badge, 
and  letters  until  the  new  Council  was  in  office, 
six  voted  for  the  amendment  and  twelve  against. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  that  the  names 
might  be  taken  down,  when  there  voted — 

For  Miss  MacCallum's  Amendment. — Miss  Vil- 
liers,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss  Macdonald,  Miss- 
Cattell,  Miss  MacCallum,  and  Mr.  Christian. 

Against  the  Amendment. — Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw,. 
Miss  Dowbiggin,  Miss  Lloyd  -  Still,  Miss  Cox- 
Davies,  Miss  Steele,  Miss  Seymour  Yapp,  Miss 
Peterkin,  Dr.  Goodall,  Miss  E.  Smith,  Miss  Coulton, 
Miss  Worsley,  Miss  Suiss,  Dr.  Smedley,  and 
Dr.  Bedford  Pierce. 

Sir   Jenner  Verrall  did   not  vote. 

Applications  received  he j ore  October  1st,  1922. — 
Commenting  on  the  applications  received  before 
October  ist.  Dr.  Goodall  said  :  These  cases 
have  been  dealt  with  in  order  of  their  reception. 
The  last  cases  dealt  with  were  those  received 
on  September  30th.  In  all  cases  the  testimonials 
were  applied  for  on  or  before  October  19th.  In  a 
certain  number  of  cases  the  answers  have  not  yet 
been  received,  but  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be 
received  in  time  for  the  applicants  to  be  passed  at 
the  next  Council  meeting  on  November  17th, 
and  these  applicants  will  all  have  the  right  to  vote, 
and  voting  papers  will  be  sent  to  them.  But  they 
cannot  be  included  in  the  lists  which  will  be  supplied 
to  candidates  for  election  to  the  Council,  since 
these  lists  will  by  that  time  have  been  printed, 
and,    it   is   hoped,    distributed. 
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Uncertified  Certificates. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  enquired  how  many 
nurses  had  been  put  on  the  Register  on  uncertified 
certificates. 

The  Chairman  said  none. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  she  had  had  in  her 
hand  on  the  previous  day  a  letter  from  the  Regis- 
trar to  a  nurse,  stating  that  members  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  could  be  registered  on  "  un- 
certified certificates."  The  Registrar  had  no  right 
to  send  out  such  a  letter. 

Mr.  Christian  enquired  how  many  arrears 
there  were  to  be  made  up  in  regard  to  the  appli- 
cations of  mental  nurses  ?  He  knew  of  four  who 
had  applied  for  registration  in  August  and  one 
who  had  applied  on  May  2nd,  who,  so  far,  had  not 
been  informed  as  to  the  results  of-  their  appli- 
cations. 

The  Chairman  asked  for  further  information. 

Miss  MacCallum  enquired  who  had  been 
examining  the  applications  ? 

The  Chairman  said  every  member  of  the 
Registration   Committee. 

Miss  MacCallum  pointed  out  that  the  Members 
of  the  Registration  Committee  had  been  pro- 
hibited from  doing  so  under  an  Instruction  of 
the  Council,  and  the  whole  power  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Registrar. 

The  list  was  agreed  and  the  Report  was 
approved. 

Report  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills 
(Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee) 
the  Report  was  presented  by  Miss  Cox-Davies. 
She  reported  in  part — 

The  Committee  has  met  once — on  October  2nd. 

I.  To  report  that  the  Registrar,  owing  to  the 
state  of  her  health  had  been  obliged  on  medical 
advice,  to  ask  the  Council  for  leave  for  two  months. 

The  Committee  recommends 

That  in  accordance  with  medical  advice  and 

certificate  the  Registrar  be  granted  six  weeks' 
«  leave  on  full  pay,  and  that  by  the  end  of  that 

time,  a  medical  report  of  her  health  be  forwarded 

to  the  Chairman  of  Council. 

III.  To  report  the  following  additions  to  the 
temporary  staff : — 

Miss  Woolley,  25-9-22,  Clerk  to  Accountant  ;^ii7 
Miss  Read,  30-9-22,  Reference  Clerk.  .  .  .      104 

Mrs.  Alder,  3-10-22,  Reference  Clerk  . .      104 

Miss  Farman,  27-9-22,  Filing  Clerk.  .  .  .        32 

Miss  Duncan,  26-9-22,  Filing  Clerk.  .  .  .        52 

Miss  Coombes,   2-10-22,   Office  Girl..  ..     39 

Also  the  resignation  on  September  30th  of  Miss 
Mouritz,  who  had  been  replaced  by  Miss  Willett. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  commented  on  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  salaries  paid  by  the  Council. 

The  Chairman  thought  they  were  at  the  stand- 
ard rate. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  not  at  the  rate  paid 
in  the  North. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  whether  some 
of  the  temporary  staff  were  not  quite  young  girls. 


The    Chairman    answered    in   the   affirmative. 
They  were  little  girls  of  15  and  16  who  ran  about- 
and   were  very  useful. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  asked  how  many  clerical  workers 
were  now  employed  in  the  office. 

The  Chairman  replied  :    Thirty-one. 

Resolution. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  then  moved,  in 
accordance  with  notice  : — 

"  That  the  Minister  of  Health  be  requested  to  inform 
the  General  Nursing  Council  what  modifications,  if  any, 
he  considers  advisable  in  the  Syllabus  unanimously 
approved  by  the  Council  for  the  future  training  of  nurses 
in  general  nursing,  so  that  it  may  be  approved  by  him, 
and  thus  a  standardised  system  may  be  substituted  for 
the  present  chaotic  condition  of  nursing  education." 

Mrs.   Fenwick  said  : — 

In  support  of  this  Resolution,  I  would  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  Section  3  (2)  {a  and  b) 
of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  requiring  that  as 
a  condition  of  the  admission  of  any  person  to  the 
Register  that  that  person  shall  have  undergone  the 
prescribed  training,  and  shall  possess  the  prescribed, 
experience  in  the  nursing  of  the  sick  .  .  .  and 
that  such  prescribed  training  shall  be  carried  out 
in  an  institution  approved  by  the  Council,  &c. 

I  claim  therefore  that  the  definition  of  a  pre- 
scribed Syllabus  of  training  is  compulsory  and  not 
permissive,  and  the  use  of  it  compulsory  upon  the 
part  of  every  Institution  before  its  trainees  are 
eligible  for  examination  and  registration. 

On  March  2/ith,  1921,  the  Rules  for  Examination, 
as  recommended  by  the  Education  Committee,, 
were  adopted  b)^  the  Council  as  follows  : — 

The  Report  of  the  Education  and  Exami- 
nation Committee. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  presented  the  following  Report,, 
which  was  adopted  : — 

Rules  for  Examination. 

(i)  To  recommend  (with  reference  to  the  form 
in  which  nurses  are  to  bring  evidence  to  the 
Council  of  their  training)  : — 

"  That  a  Schedule  signed  by  the  Chairman  and 
the  Matron  of  the  Hospital  be  required  from  every 
Nurse  applying  to  enter  for  the  State  examination, 
certifying  that  she  has  passed  through  the  educa- 
tional curriculum  prescribed  by  the  Council  and 
is  of  good  character." 

And  in  the  case  of  Poor  Law  Infirmaries, 

"  That  a  Schedule  signed  by  the  Clerk  to  the 
Guardians,  the  Medical  Superintendent,  and  the 
Matron  of  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary,  be  required 
from  every  Nurse  applying  to  enter  for  the  State 
examination  certifying  that  she  has  passed  through 
the  educational  curriculum  prescribed  by  the 
Council,  and  is  of  good  character." 

(2)  To  recommend  the  following  subjects  for 
Examination  : — Anatomy,  Physiology,  Elemen- 
tary Science  (including  Hygiene,  Bacteriology, 
Sanitation),  First  Aid,  Gynaecology,  Materia 
Medica,  Dietetics,  Surgical  Nursing,  Medical 
Nursing  ;    and 

"  That  candidates  shall  be  required  to  pass  an 
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fixamination  upon  all  the  subjects  included  in  the 
Syllabus  issued  by  the  Council  "  ;    and 

"  That  the  State  Examination  covers  two  days, 
the  first  day  of  two  sessions  to  be  devoted  to 
written  papers. 

"  The  second  day  of  two  sessions — one  consisting 
of  a  viva  voce  examination  and  the  second  an 
examination  on  practical  nursing." 

On  June  3rd,  1921,  the  Council  agreed  to  a  letter 
to  be  circulated,  which  incorporated  the  following 
provisions  : — 

"  The  Council  proposes  to  require  as  a  condition 
of  the  admission  of  any  person  to  the  Register  that 
that  person  shall  have  undergone  the  trainimi  pre- 
scribsd  in  the  Syllabus  issued  by  the  General  Nurs- 
ing Council,  and,  as  evidence  that  such  person 
possesses  the  prescribed  experience  in  the  nursing 
of  the  sick,  that  she  shall  produce  to  the  Council 
certified  statements  that  she  has  been  trained  in 
the  subjects  laid  down  in  the  Syllabus,  and  shall 
have  been  able  to  pass  the  examination  of  the 
Council  which  will  take  place  from  time  to  time." 

The  Committee  also  recommended  : — 
"  That,  in  order  to  show  that  the  prescribed 
training  has  been  given,  a  system  should  be 
adopted  similar  to  that  of  Medical  Schools  and  the 
information  conveyed  to  the  Council  by  means  of 
certificates  certifying  that  the  candidate  has 
received  training  in  the  subjects  laid  down  by 
the  Council  in  the  Syllabus." 

Prescribed  training  is  defined  in  the  Syllabuses 
for  admission  to  examination  and  registration 
for  the  four  supplementary  parts  of  the  Register. 
Prescribed  training  qualifying  for  admission  to 
the  General  Part  must  also  be  defined,  and  in 
justice  cannot  be  less  comprehensive  than  the 
curricula  for  the  training  of  Male  and  Sick  Chil- 
■  dren's  Nurses. 

The  Resolution  was  seconded  by  Miss  Cattell. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  enquired  whether  the 
Minister  had  given  any  reason  for  delaying  to 
sign  the  Syllabus. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  said  it  was  understood  the 
Minister  was  not  prepared  to  give  his  sanction 
to  the  Syllabus  of  Training. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  Minister  wished 
to  have  the  Examination  Syllabus  before  him 
before  approving  the  Syllabus  of  Training. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  further  said  that  the  Syllabus 
had  not  been  "  scrapped,"  but  it  was  desired  to 
postpone  it  as  a  temporary  measure. 

Dr.  Goodall  thought  that  if  the  Minister  was 
going  to  tell  the  Council  that  he  did  not  approve 
of  part  of  the  Syllabus,  it  was  not  timely. 

The  Chairman  said  the  Examination  Syllabus 
had  been  sent  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Scotland,  so  far  he  had  not  received  it  back  again. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  this  was  the  first 
time  they  had  heard  of  Scotland  blocking  the  way. 

The  Chairman  said  the  Examination  Syllabus 
under  the  Rules  had  to  go  to  Scotland.  It  had 
not  been  returned,  but  he  had  recently  had 
a  request  for  fifteen  copies,  so  that  apparently  the 
-General   Nursing   Council  for   Scotland   was   still 


considering  it.     He  had  asked  for  copies  of  their 
Examination  Syllabus. 

Re  Scrapping  of  the  Syllabus. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that,  with  regard  to  the 
scrapping  of  the  Syllabus,  there  was  one  point  of 
view  that  she  thought  had  not  been  taken  into 
consideration.  The  Council  was  not  merely  a  fifth 
rate  debating  society,  but  a  State  Council.  Whether 
the  members  liked  it  or  not,  they  had  to  give  to 
the  nurses  (present  and  future)  an  account  of  their 
stewardship  and  of  the  money  that  had  been 
under  their  control.  If  they  scrapped  the  Syllabus 
of  Education,  it  would  become  a  matter  of  recorded 
nursing  history  that  the  heads  of  the  Training 
Schools  in  England  and  Wales  were  so  incom- 
petent that,  after  holding  upwards  of  fifty  meetings, 
at  a  cost  to  the  nurses  which  must  run  into  some- 
thing like  four  figures,  the  only  result  of  this  work 
was  a  Syllabus  lying  in  the  office  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  for  fifteen  months,  which  he  had  not 
yet  signed.  She  pointed  out  that  this  was  a  pre- 
posterous position  for  the  Council  to  place  itself 
in,  especially  as  Scotland  and  Ireland  had  been 
able  to  arrange  their  own  business  satisfactorily, 
England  and  W^ales  alone  being  incapable  of 
defining  the  Syllabus  of  "  prescribed  training  " 
required   under  the   Act. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  she  had  something  to 
say  on  this  subject.  She  was  the  only  person  on 
the  Coimcil  who  objected  to  the  form  of  the 
Syllabus  of  Training  while  accepting  the  substance. 

There  was  no  question  of  scrapping  the  Syllabus. 
A  letter  had  been  sent  to  Boards  of  Guardians  from 
the  Council  stating  that  the  Syllabus  was  com- 
pulsory, and  certain  bodies  made  objections.  The 
Examination  Syllabus  was  then  published  and 
that  appeared  to  please  everyone.  Then  the 
Chairman  of  the  Council  recently  told  a  Deputation 
from  the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions  that  this 
Syllabus  was  not  compulsory,  but  only  a  model. 

The  only  person  who  had  ever  made  an  objection 
to  the  Syllabus  was  herself  and  not  Miss  Lloyd 
Still.  It  was  her  Syllabus,  and  she  only  asked  for 
its  postponement,  not  that  it  should  be  scrapped. 
Such  nonsense  ! 

On  the  Resolution  being  put  to  the  vote,  the 
Chairman  announced  six  were  in  favour,  and  seven 
against. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  asked  for  the  names  to  be  taken 
when  the  voting  was  as  follows  : — 

Ayes  :  Miss  Villiers,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss 
Macdonald,  Miss  Seymour  Yapp,  Miss  Cattell,  Miss 
Coulton,  Miss  MacCallum,  and  Mr.  Christian. 

Noes  :  Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw,  Miss  Dowbiggin, 
Miss  Cox-Davies,  Miss  Peterkin,  Dr.  Goodall,  Miss 
Suiss,  Miss  Worsley,  Miss  Coulton,  Dr.  Smedley, 
Sir  Jenner  Verrall. 

Not  Voting  :  Miss  Lloyd  Still,  Miss  E.  Smith, 
and  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  :  "  What  a  pity  people  have  not 
the  courage  of  their  convictions  !" 

Re  Breach  of  the  Rules. 
Miss  MacCallum  said  she  wished  to  bring  before 
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the  Council  what  seemed  something  verv  much 
Hke  a  breach  of  the  Rules.     She  quoted 

Rule  41  (i)  which  distinctly  said  that  a 
notice  of  motion  "  shall  be  given  or  sent  to 
the  Registrar." 

Rule  41  (2)  "  The  Registrar  shall  insert  in 
the  Agenda  paper  of  the  next  ordinary  meeting 
of  the  Council  all  notices  of  motion  which  she 
has  received,"    up  to  a  certain  date. 

Miss  MacCallum  stated  that  she  had  sent  to 
the  Registrar  the  following  motion  for  the  Agenda 
on  October  14  th  : — 

"  That  the  number  of  nurses  who  have  been 

placed  on  the  Register  as  second-hand  entrants 

under  Rule  9  (a),  up  to  October  ist,   1922,  be 

supplied  to  the  Council," 

and   had   received   the   following  reply  from   the 
Chairman  : — 

"  I  have  received  two  motions  from  you  ; 
the  one  on  the  use  of  distinguishing  letters 
is  admissible,  the  other  contains  words  which 
are  not  admissible,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  not 
admit  it." 

•She  asked  what  Clause  of  the  Act  or  which  of 
the  Council's  Rules  gave  to  the  Chairman  power 
to  edit  the  motions  put  forward  by  individual 
members  before  they  were  placed  on  the  Agenda, 
and  said  that  if  he  had  this  power  it  meant  the 
G.N.C.  was  no  longer  a  Statutory  Council  with 
rights  of  expression. 

The  Chairman  said  he  ruled  the  motion  out  of 
order,  on  Rule  47  :  "  The  presiding  Chairman  of 
the  Council  shall  decide  upon  any  point  of  order 
or  procedure  and  his  decision  shall  be  final." 

Miss  MacCallum  contended  she.  had  conformed 
to  the  Rules  ;  the  ruling  of  the  Chairman  estab- 
lished   a   Dictatorship. 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 

A      MALE      NURSE     CANDIDATE      FOR 
THE     Q.N.     COUNCIL. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  Mr.  Frederick  W. 
Stratton,  Registered  Male  Nurse,  of  the  Hackney 
Union  Infirmary,  has  been  invited  by  the  Regis- 
tered Male  Nurses  of  that  institution  to  stand  for 
election  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales.  As  this  is  the  only  General  Training 
School  for  Male  Nurses  connected  with  a  Poor  Law 
Infirmary,  we  feel  sure  that  the  Independent 
Nurses'  Group  will  be  pleased  to  give  him  any 
support  in  their  power. 

LISTS     OF      VOTERS     AVAILABLE     BY 
NOVEMBER     15. 

The  General  Nursing-  Council  for  Eng^land 
and  Wales  has  not  been  able  to  complete  the 
printing-  of  its  Register,  but  lists  of  nurses 
registered  up  to  October  27th,  with  their 
addresses,  are  being-  printed,  and  will  be  avail- 
able by  November  15th.  They  can  be  pur- 
chased at  the  price  of  ;^i  is.  eaOh  by  applica- 
tion to  the  Registrar. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 


Tuberculosis  Sanatorium,  Pelsall  Hall,  near  Walsall. — 

Miss  Eliza  A.  Bradshaw  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Liverpool, 
and  has  been  Sister  at  the  Infirmary,  Bolton,  Night 
Superintendent  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Preston, 
Assistant  Matron  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital, 
Knotty  Ash,  and  Matron  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
Hospitals  at  Bridlington  and  at  Harrogate. 

Sutton  Hospital,  Surrey. — Miss  Carmen  Sable  has  been 
appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  London 
Hospital,  where  she  held  the  position  of  Holiday  Sister, 
and  has  been  Matron  of  the  Halstead  Cottage  Hospital 
and  the  Braintree  Cottage  Hospital. 

Alexander  Scott's  Hospital,  Huntley. — Miss  Jessie  Rae 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  where  she  subsequently  held 
the  position  of  Sister.  She  has  also  been  Matron  of  the 
Ian  Charles  Cottage  Hospital,   Grantown-on-Spey. 

DEPUTY     MATRON. 

Cardiff  City  Mental  Hospital,  Whitchurch,  near 
Cardiff. — Miss  Alice  Lowe  has  been  appointed  Deputy 
Matron.  She  received  her  Mental  training  at  the  City 
Mental  Hospital,  Birmingham,  where  she  obtained  the 
certificate  of  the  Medico-Psychological  Association  in 
Mental  Nursing,  and  subsequently  obtained  further 
experience  in  this  branch  of  nursing  at  the  Canterbury 
City  Mental  Hospital,  "  Stone  House."  She  was 
trained  and  certificated  in  General  Nursing  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  and  served  in  the 
war  as  a  member  of  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  She  is  at  present 
Home  Sister  at  the  General  Hospital,  Nottingham. 

SISTER. 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. — ^Miss  Ahce 
Abbey  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  Newcastle- on-Tyne,  where  she 
subsequently  held  the  position  of  Sister.  She  has  also 
been  Night  Sister  at  the  Stamford  and  Rutland  General 
Infirmary,  and  has  worked  as  a  member  of  the  Terri- 
torial Army  Nursing  Service. 

TUBERCULOSIS  NURSE. 

County  Borough  of  Walsall. — Miss  E.  L.  O'Kelly  has 
been  appointed  Tuberculosis  Nurse.  She  was  trained 
at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  and  has  been 
District  and  Tuberculosis  Nurse  at  Chepstow. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE 
FOR     NURSES. 

Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  approve  the  appointment  of  the  following 
to  be  Queen's  Nurses  to  date  October  ist,  1922  : — 

England. 

Daisy  Onion,  Dorothy  MacCoU,  Frances  E.  McNally,  . 
Minnie  McNally,  Louise  Bulley,  Efiie  C.  Dolman, 
Agnes  E.  Sellors,  Alice  E.  Lattimore,  Louisa  M.  Dunk, 
Ruby  A.  Brown,  Lucy  M.  Mortimer,  Gladys  A.  Petitt, 
Charlotte  Walker,  Ruth  M.  B.  Attwood,  Agnes  E.  Dent,' 
Mande  Fearing,  Mabel  G.  Ritchie,  May  Bailey,  Florence 
M.  GUbertson,  Marie  Gibson,  NelHe  M.  Malyon,  Dorothy 
Brown,  Winifred  E.  Moss,  Louise  Norry,  Mary  K. 
Rathie,  Jennie  Dobson,  Marcella  O.  Haines,  Gladys 
Johnson,  Edith  Lefley,  Phoebe  F.  Skinner,  Elizabeth 
C.  P.  Miller,  Sarah  Simmonds,  Frances  M.  Macdonald, 
Florence  N.  Hampson,  Gladys  G.  M.  Williams,  Hettie 
Carver.  Dorothy  Johnson,  Mary  H.  Parfitt,  Agnes  M.  . 


296 


TLbc  Britteb  3ournal  of  IRureing,      November  4,  1922 


Tomlinson,  Eunice  M.  Gillingham,  Margherita  Mitchell, 
Ellen  Underwood,  Ethel  A.  Hurst,  Lucy  Fearn,  Muriel 
Iliff,  Margaret  E.  Keohane. 

Wales. 
Margaret  Davies,   Lilian  E.   Finn,   Alice  R.   Jones, 
Ethel  Lewis,  Blodwen  Morgan,  Alice  M.  M.  PantoU, 
Myra  P.  Roberts. 

Scotland. 
^  Amelia  M.  Berry,  Janet  S.  Cunningham,  Mary  A. 
Currie,  Margaret  Dickson,  Jean  A.  McEwen,  Isabella 
McGregor,  Margaret  Maciver,  Alfreda  N.  Menzies, 
Catherine  Murray,  Margaret  Neilson,  Maggie  B. 
Paterson,  Mary  Reid,  Jessie  D.  Scott,  Dorothy  L. 
Speechley,  Jessie  Stevenson,  Jamesina  Sutherland, 
Margaret  O.  Clark,  Catherine  H.  B.  Mitchell,  Jessie 
Barbour,  Bessie  M.  Gall,  Helen  C.  Robertson,  Elizabeth 
Watson,  Jane  S.  Weir,  Christina  Mackinnon. 

Ireland. 
Emma  Greer,  Mary  H.  McCartan,  Annie  B.  O'Beirne. 


RKSIGNATION. 

We  understand  that  the  resignation  of  Miss  Dora 
Finch,  Matron  of  Univer?ity  College  Hospital,  has 
been  tendered  to  the  Committee.  Miss  Finch  was 
trained  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  after 
acting  for  a  short  time  as  Night  Superintendent  of 
the  Metropolitan  Hospital,  Kingsland  Road,  returned 
to  her  training  school  where  she  was  appointed  Sister 
Luke.  She  then  became  Matron  of  the  New  Hospital 
for  Women  in  the  Euston  Road,  N.W.,  and  on  the 
resignation  of  Miss  Hamilton  was  appointed  to  succeed 
her  as  Matron  of  University  College  Hospital,  Gower 
Street,  W.C.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  war  she  was 
appointed  Principal  Matron  of  No.  2  General  Hospital 
T.F.N. S. 

THE    PASSING     BELL. 

We  greatly  regret  to  record  the  unexpected  death 
of  Mrs.  Charlesworth,  known  to  many  nurses  before 
her  marriage  as  Miss  Mary  Ram.  She  was  trained  at 
St.  Thomas  Hospital,  and  was  Night  Superintendent 
at  Monsall  Fever  Hospital.  In  1895  she  joined  the 
stafE  of  the  Universities  Mission  to  Central  Africa,  and 
while  working  in  the  hospital  in  Zanzibar  met  Dr. 
Charlesworth,  who  was  Government  Medical  Officer, 
and  also  attended  the  patients  in  the  Mission  Hospital. 
Her  interest  in  the  Mission  has  been  maintained  to 
the  end  of  her  life,  and  she  was  a  member  of  its  Women's 
Candidates  Committee,  and  one  of  the  first  ladies  to 
serve  on  its  Council. 

To  Dr.  Charlesworth  and  her  son  and  daughter  we 
give  our  sincere  sympathy  in  their  bereavement. 
Mrs.  Charlesworth  had  great  charm  and  a  nature 
which  endeared  her  to  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and 
was  one  of  those  who  radiated  vitality. 

NAVAL   MEDICAL   MEMORIALS. 

The  Memorial  designed  for  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital, 
Chatham,  will  be  unveiled  at  the  Hospital  at  3.30  p.m. 
on  November  nth,  by  Surgeon  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Robert 
Hill,  K.C.B.,  K.C.M.G..  C.V.O.,  and  dedicated  by  the 
Venerable  Archdeacon  C.  W.  C.  Ingles,  D.D.,  Chaplain 
of  the  Fleet. 

Owing  to  changes  in  the  addresses  of  many  temporary 
medical  officers,  reserve  nursing  sisters,  and  others,  who 
subscribed  to  the  fund,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  send 
separate  invitations  to  all.  It  is  hoped  that  this  in- 
timation will  be  accepted  by  them,  as  well  as  by  all 
friends  and  relatives  of  the  fallen,  as  an  invitation  to 
attend  the  ceremony. 


SISTER    RIP    VAN     WINKLE     VISITS 
THE     "  LONDON." 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1879  a  new  "  Sister 
Charlotte  "  arrived  in  a  ramshackle  four-wheeler 
at  the  gates  of  the  London  Hospital,  with  a  letter 
in  her  pocket  from  a  distracted  relative  pointing 
out  the  dangers  of  this  "  barbarous  district," 
beseeching  her  never  to  take  her  walks  abroad 
alone,  and  not  to  forget  how  "  Wainwright  "  (a 
heartless  murderer)  did  his  girl  victim  to  death, 
trundled  her  dismembered  remains  about  in  broad 
daylight,  and  buried  them  in  a  cellar  near  by  ; 
warning  her  not  to  carry  her  purse  in  an  outside 
pocket  near  Petticoat  Lane,  where  the  sleight-of- 
hand  of  the  denizens  was  so  astonishing  that  "  your 
pocket  handkerchief  was  abstracted  at  one  end 
and  sold  to  you  as  the  dernier  cri  at  the  other." 

The  new  Sister  Charlotte  had  craned  her  neck 
from  side  to  side  whilst  bumping  along  over 
the  tram  lines,  from  Aldgate  Pump,  and  had 
acquired  an  impression  of  a  fine  wide  thoroughfare, 
low-storied  houses,  and  overhead  a  liberal  canopy 
of  far-reaching  clear  sky  ;  had  sniffed  breezy  gusts 
of  salt-tanged  air,  intermingled  with  whiffs  of 
bubbling  savoury  sausages  and  onions  and  the  less 
appetising  odour  of  fried  fish.  She  had  scrutinised 
faces  and  met  from  none  the  sinister  tiger  glare  of 
a  "  Wainwright,"  nor  the  ingratiating  smirk  of  the 
proverbial  sneak.  On  the  contrary,  she  was 
impressed  with  the  goodness  of  the  tired,  patient 
faces,  the  gaiety  of  the  feather-flaunting  factory 
girls,  and  the  sleek  content  of  the  well-fed  daughters 
of  Israel  and  their  handsome  curly-headed  progeny. 

Arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  great  East  End 
hospital,  nothing  could  have  been  more  cheering 
than  the  courtesy  and  kindness  of  "  William,"  the 
gate  porter.  Follow  his  instructions  and  no  con- 
fusion need  arise. 

The  distracted  relative  received  by  an  early 
post  the  reassuring  information  that  "  Whitechapel 
and  all  around  is  an  entrancing  locality,  full  of 
real  things,  and  the  '  London  '  focusses  this  reality. 
There  is  not  a  moment  to  waste ;  no  one  can  keep 
pace  with  the  work  to  be  done.  We  are  doing — 
and  doing  silently — satisfying  things  all  the  time. 
What  a  privilege — what  happiness,  what  an 
environment  in  which  to  grow.  Don't  imagine 
we  are  grovelling  in  a  dim,  revolting  tenement. 
All  the  windows  of  these  four  spacious  wards  face 
wide  green  spaces.  My  two  cosy  little  rooms  over- 
look the  Governor's  beautiful  garden ;  kind 
Father  Thames  is  not  far  away  ;  he  comes  flowing 
along  laden  with  health  straight  from  the  sea,  and 
carries  away  on  the  return  tide  a  thousand  insidious 
dangers  to  ignorant  humanity.  .  .  .  Miss  Neville, 
the  Roman  Catholic  lady  visitor,  grasped  hold  of 
me  this  morning  :  '  I  do  hope,'  she  said,  '  you  will 
understand  our  East  End  people — they  are  great 
examples,  so  simply  human,  so  genuinely  good,  so 
generous,  so  patient,  loyal,  long-suffering,  grateful. 
Expect  all  these  virtues  and  you  will  find  them.'  " 

Life  in  the  London  Hospital  in  the  seventies 
was  one  long  romance.  No  doubt  it  is  so  to-day 
to  those  with  vision. 
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But  how  about  Sister  Rip  van  Winkle  ?  Quite 
-  recently  I  had  a  little  nurse  friend  warded  in  the 
"  London."  She  was  full  of  its  praises — the  skill 
of  tlie  Surgeon,  the  untiring  devotion  of  her  nurses, 
the  excellent  food  and  service — hundreds  of 
pounds'  worth  of  benefits  for  a  mere  song  ! 

I  had  not  been  inside  the  hospital  for  nearly 
forty  years.  I  was  prompted  to  pay  my  colleague 
a  visit — so  I  went.  I  stepped  out  at  Aldgate 
looking  around  for  changes.  Where  were  they  ? 
Not  apparent  to  the  eye.  The  same  wide  and  busy 
thoroughfare — the  little  houses,  the  sunlit  canopy 
of  blue,  bracing  breezes,  the  tinkling  trams,  and 
.actually  the  self-same  sausages  and  onions — a 
savoury  mess — sizzling  in  the  pan  !  The  tired, 
good  faces  of  the  passers  by,  factory  girls  with 
fewer  feathers,  but  silken  hose,  and  the  fat 
.  hatless  aliens  and  their  chickaleery  coves.  They 
were  all  there. 

Greatly  heartened  I  tripped  along.  Arrived  at 
the  grim-faced  hospital,  but  few  structural  changes 
were  apparent  outside. 

A  new  boulevard  of  trees  dotted  the  pavement, 
and  big  crisp  leaves  whirled  around,  crowds  and 
barrows  of  lovely  chrysanthemums  proclaimed  it 
visiting  day.  I.  stepped  inside  the  gates.  Just  the 
;  same  type  of  porter,  smiling,  courteous,  responded 
to  enquiries,  and  quite  easily,  in  spite  of  internal 
reconstruction,  I  found  my  wav  to  Mary  Northcliffe 
Ward. 

Here,  in  a  charming  sick-room,  containing  four 
beds,  I  found  the  little  patient  I  sought,  bright 
and  convalescent  (after  extraordinary  excavations), 
-looking  as  dainty  as  a  little  French  marquise,  re- 
clining on  snowy  pillows,  in  a  blue  satin  neglige — 
in  a  garden  of  roses  ! 

I  always  think  a  hospital  ward  the  nicest  place 
in  the  world,  so  speckless  and  bright,  and  in  this 
particular  place,  with  its  cream  walls,  clear  burn- 
ing fire,  warmed  and  suffused  with  the  right  nursing 
atmosphere  serenity  reigned  supreme.  It  is  little 
wonder  that  the  beds  are  in  constant  request  by 
those  in  need  of  immediate  surgical  relief. 

Just  round  the  corner  from"  Mary  Northcliffe  " 
Ward  the  "  Charlotte  "  group  of  wards  are  situated. 
I  could  not  resist  peeping  in — and  in  seeking 
Sister  Charlotte  (who  was  engaged)  passing  through 
my  old  charge. 

That  forty  years  had  passed  away  since  "rny 
day  "  seemed  incredible  !  and  the  many  improve- 
ments as  to  fittings  for  the  comfort  and  sanitary 
safety  of  the  patients  in  no  way  removed  the  old 
landmarks.  The  group  of  four  wards  leading  one 
into  the  other,  the  "  lobby "  and  the  garden 
spaces  viewed  from  the  windows — all  were  much 
as  of  old. 

Groups  of  nurses  instead  of  one  only  in  each 
ward,  several  Sisters,  in  pale  blue  and  "  tails,"  on 
duty  instead  of  one  (often  on  duty  for  sixteen 
hours  !)  demonstrated  the  more  humane  conditions 
of  a  hospital  nurse's  work.  In  every  ward,  beside 
nearly  every  bed,  memories  grave  and  gay, 
sprang  vividly  to  life — ^just  episodes  I  should  love 
tojset  down,  but  lack  of  space,  and  perhaps  dis- 
cretion, forbids. 


The  corridors  as  of  old  teemed  with  activity — 
students,  nurses,  trollies,  patients.  In  the  garden 
I  paid  court  to  the  statue  of  Queen  Alexandra  ; 
caught  a  glimpse  of  the  modern  nurse  in  trim 
attire  enjoying  a  game  of  tennis,  and  in  passing  the 
stately  buildings  —  new  Departments,  Schools, 
Nurses'  Homes — which  have  materialised  through 
the  extraordinary  psychology  of  the  "  Prince  of 
Beggars,"  realised  his  claim  that  this  Town 
of  Healing  is  truly  a  National  Institution,  which 
cannot,  and  will  not,  be  permitted  to  collapse. 

As  such,  no  doubt,  the  London  Hospital  will  for 
centuries  continue  to  serve  the  people  of  East 
London  from  the  City  to  the  sea,  and  wiU  be  found 
humming  by  any  Sister  Rip  van  Winkle  who  may 
pass  through  its  portals  in  the  spirit,  and  flit 
through  its  wards  unseen. 

Ethel  G.  Fenwick. 


LOOKING    ON. 

Everybody  is  likely  to  be  interested  in  the  new 
edition  of  Jimmy  Howcroft's  poems,  which,  under 
the  title,  "  Looking  On,"  is  now  issued  by  the 
author. 

Howcroft  is  an  airman  who  was  desperately 
wounded  during  the  war.  Since  1916  he  has  been 
unable  to  move  hand  or  foot ;  indeed,  it  is  a 
mj^stery  to  his  doctors  that  he  should  be  able  to 
live  since  his  spine  is  fractured.  He  is  in  constant 
pain.  Howcroft,  however,  has  the  poet's  ability 
to  rise  superior  to  his  surroundings,  and  most  of 
the  poems  in  this  little  volume  were  dictated  to 
his  nurse  in  the  London  Hospital,  where  he  was 
looked  after  for  five  years. 

Howcroft  now  lives  at  Liphook,  in  a  cottage,  in 
comfort,  largely  owing  to  the  tangible  result  of  the 
sale  of  the  first  edition  of  this  book.  With  his 
wonderful  enthusiasm  he  is  now  very  keen  on 
starting  a  poultry  farm,  and  he  is  looking  to  future 
sales  to  start  him  in  this  scheme. 

These  verses  serve  to  show  us  there  are  no 
circumstances,  however  adverse,  which  a  courageous 
.spirit  may  not  surmount.  There  must  be  many 
who,  admiring  this  war  hero's  sustained  courage, 
will  be  glad  to  help  in  the  small  way  of  securing 
this  little  book  of  poems,  which  has  proved  itself 
of  help  to  many  on  account  of  its  outlook  of  cheer- 
fulness and  courage.  This  second  edition,  much 
augmented,  revised,  and  a  new  photograph  added, 
can  be  obtained  from  the  author  at  Little  Forest 
Cottage,  Liphook,  Hants,  at  the  low  price  of  2s.  6d., 
post  free,  or  by  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Eden 
Fisher  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  from  them  at  95,  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C.3. 

LITTLE  FOREST  COTTAGE. 
To  My  Nurses  and  Other  Friends. 
It's  a  little  bit  of  heaven. 

Ah  !    this  is  what  I  find  ; 
And  I  want  to  share  my  heaven 
With  the  rest  of  all  my  kind. 

The  birds  are  sweetly  singing. 

There  is  laughter  in  the  trees. 
And  the  sunbeams  keep  on  dancing 

To  the  music  in  the  breeze. 
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Ah  !    the  air  is  full  of  freedom, 

All  the  world  is  full  of  cheer ; 
I  am  writing  this  to  thank  you 

For  you  helped  to  place  me  here. 

I  flew! 

Upward  climbing  to  the  engine's  war. 
The  clay  is  dead,  but  still  the  soul  can  soar. 
Imprisoned  here,  as  by  some  earthly  chain. 
In  higher  life,  my  soul  shall  soar  again. 
From  "  Looking  On," 

By  Jimmy  Hovvcroft. 

THE  REGISTERED  NURSES'  SOCIETY. 

A     MEMBER'S     GOOD     FORTUNE. 

Mr.  Robert  More,  of  Woodsgate  Place,  Bexhill, 
Sussex,  and  The  Cottage,  Cliff  Avenue,  Cromer, 
who  died  on  August  17th,  aged  63,  has  left  estate 
of  the  value  of  ;^q6,202.     He  gives  : — 

All  movable  chattels,  except  money  and  securi- 
ties, at  The  Cottage,  £500,  and  an  annuity  of  ;£500 
to  Kate  Elizabeth  Holiday,  a  nurse  in  his  employ. 

Incidentally  both  Miss  Kate  Elizabeth  Holiday, 
and  her  sister,  Miss  Rose  Holiday,  have  made 
their  fortunes  through  the  Registered  Nurses' 
•Society.  The  Sisters  became  members  in  1896 
and  1898.  The  elder  sister.  Rose,  married  a 
patient  to  whom  she  was  sent  and  on  his  death 
inherited  ;^3 2,000.  Kate  nursed  with  great  devo- 
tion the  invalid  son  of  Mr.  Robert  More,  and 
after  his  death,  Mr.  More  having  become  blind  and 
in  failing  health,  she  remained  as  his  nurse  and 
"  other  self  "  for  eighteen  years. 

Both  sisters  were  unsurpassed  private  nurses, 
such  as  are  not  too  numerous  in  these  days — 
skilful,  sympathetic,  and  untiring. 

Miss  Kate  Holiday  will,  no  doubt,  enjoy  a 
well-deserved  rest  after  her  strenuous  years  of 
professional  work. 

•  •   ■  ■ 

THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund  has  made  a 
further  distribution  of  ;^i 00,000  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  Hospitals  of  London  Combined  Appeal, 
making,  with  ,,^150, 000  distributed  on  August  3rd, 
a  total  to  date  of  ,^250, 000. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  will  open,  at  3  p.m.,  on 
November  23rd,  the  new  Princess  Mary  Home 
and  Physio-Therapy  Department,  Tite  Street,  in 
connection  with  the  Victoria  Hospital  for  Children, 
Chelsea. 

It  is  almost  incredible  that  twenty  cases  of 
small-pox  could  occur  in  a  Poor  Law  Institution 
without  the  authorities  being  aware  of  it,  yet 
such  was  the  case  at  the  Poplar  Poor  Law  Institu- 
tion, where  a  case  of  small-pox  was  discovered 
on  Friday  in  last  week,  and  investigation  l^d  to 
the  discovery  of  nineteen  other  persons  suffering 
from  the  disease.  They  have  now  been  removed 
for  isolation.  What  sort  of  care  can  be  at  the 
disposal  of  these  poor  persons,  where  such  condi 


tions  are  possible  ?  We  hope  this  matter  will  not 
be  allowed  to  be  hushed  up.  Someone  is  to  blame 
for  permitting  such  a  grave  danger  to  the  public. 
Meanwhile  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  should 
be  actively  pressed  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
and  others. 

mm 

THE   PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTION. 

MAJOR  BARNETTTHE  NURSES' CHAMPION. 

Major  R.  W.  Barnett  is  standing  again  as  Con- 
servative candidate  for  South-West  St.  Pancras, 
and  hundreds  of  nurses  will  realise  the  immense 
debt  of  gratitude  they  owe  to  him,  for  they  have 
certainly  not  forgotten  that  early  in  191 9,  favoured 
by  the  ballot  for  precedence,  he  introduced  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill  into  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  pass  it 
through  its  Second  Reading  and  Committee  stages. 
The  Government  then  took  the  question  up  and 
introduced  three  Bills,  based  upon  Major  Barnett's 
measure,  one  for  England  and  Wales,  one  for 
Scotland,  and  one  for  Ireland,  which  passed  into 
law  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  his  Election  Address  to  his  old  constituency 
(South-West  St.  Pancras),  Major  Barnett  refers  to 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Acts  and  says  :  "I  am 
proud,  as  a  private  member,  to  have  taken  the 
initiative  in  legislation  which  has  raised  a  noble 
vocation  to  the  status  and  dignity  of  a  profession." 

Major  Barnett  is  to  be  opposed  by  Mr.  Comyns 
Carr  (Asquithian-Liberal)  and  Mr.  G.  Home  (Lab.). 

It  will  be  remembered  in  connection  with  the 
last  election,  that  a  factor  in  his  large  majority 
was  the  splendid  record  of  war  service  to  his  credit. 
As  Instructor  of  Musketry  he  trained  40,000 
recruits,  and  was  mentioned  in  the  Secretary  of 
War's  list  "  for  valuable  services  rendered  in  con- 
nection with  the  war."  It  is  well  known  also  that 
in  spite  of  being  above  age,  he  was  most  anxious 
for  active  service.  His  opponent,  though  twenty 
years  younger,  failed  to  exhibit  the  same  patriotic 
ardour  !  Nurses,  intimately  related  as  they  are 
to  the  sick  and  wounded  in  war,  are,  as  a  profes- 
sion, exceedingly  patriotic  women,  and  it  must 
always  be  a  satisfaction  to  them  that  the  man  to 
whose  generous  advocacy  they  owe  their  legal 
status,  was,  and  is,  a  splendid  patriot. 

What  are  we  going  to  do  to  show  our  apprecia- 
tion of  Major  Barnett's  championship,  not  only  of 
our  Bill,  but  of  his  independent  action  in  opposing 
inimical  legislation,  and  the  attempt  to  suppress 
justifiable  opposition  to  the  now  notorious  Rule 
9  (a),  thrust  through  the  House  of  Commons  by 
the  late  (and  not  lamented)  Minister  of  Health  ? 
On  several  occasions  Major  Barnett  has  opposed, 
from  most  honourable  motives,  the  policy  and 
measures  of  the  late  Coalition  Government,  showing 
an  independence  not  always  appreciated  by  the 
powers  that  be.  ,. 

This  is  the  type  of  Member  of  Parliament  who 
puts  conscience  and  honour  before  expediency — 
the  type  that  women  voters  demand — and  it  is  up 
to  the  nurses  in  his  constituency  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  help  to  return  Major  Barnett  with  an 
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even  larger  majority  than  at  the  last  election  ;  to 
give  him  their  votes  if  they  have  the  right  to 
exercise  them  ;  to  work  for  him  by  acting  as 
canvassers,  or  by  giving  clerical  help  at  his  Com- 
mittee Rooms,  and,  if  they  are  not  actively  engaged 
in  nursing,  by  putting  themselves  at  the  disposal 
of  his  agents  at  his  Committee  Rooms  at  3, 
Mornington  Crescent,  N.W.i,  to  do  any  work 
which  from  day  to  day  needs  doing,  in  the  brief 
fortnight  before  the  election.  It  will,  we  know, 
be  a  pleasure  to  manj'  nurses  to  render  this  service. 
It  is  also  a  debt  of  honour. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


AT    THE   SIGN    OF   THE   PLANE   TREE. 

The  time-honoured  plan  of  hanging  out  a  sign 
appears  to  be  coming  into  favour  once  more,  and 
those  who  pass  along  the  busy  thoroughfare  of 
Tottenham  Court  Road,  who  look  to  the  right  down 
Great  Russell  Street,  wiU  see  at  No.  106  the  sign 
of  the  Plane  Tree,  an  indication  that  under  its 
shade  in  summer-time  meals  are  served  al  fresco, 
and  that  at  all  times  dainty  lunches  and  teas  are 
obtainable,  at  most  moderate  cost,  and  that 
unfailing  courtesy  is  assured.  Thus  a  pot  of 
freshly-made  tea,  with  a  large  delicious,  home- 
made scone  and  butter,  can  be  had  for  6d.,  and 
dainty  cakes,  Devonshire  cream,  and  other 
delectable  dainties  are  specialities  of  the  house. 
We  advise  any  of  our  readers  wishing  to  lunch 
or  have  tea  in  this  district  to  be  at  some  pains  to 
discover  the  Plane  Tree  Restaurant,  if  they  do 
not  already  know  it.  We  predict  that,  once  dis- 
covered, they  will  make  it  a  frequent  house  of  call. 
-  Delicious  chocolates  are  also  a  speciality  of  the 
house,  and  catering  is  undertaken  for  private 
parties,   entertainments,   dances,    &c. 

COMING  EVENTS. 

November  2nd. — Public  Meeting.  Election  Ad- 
dresses by  Candidates  nominated  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales.  Council- 
lor Beatrice  Kent  in  the  Chair.  All  Nurses 
cordially  invited  to  be  present.  11,  Chandos 
•       Street,  Cavendish  Square,  London,  W.     5  p.m. 

November  ^rd.  —  Notice  of  the  forth- 
coming Election  published.  Nomination  papers 
to  be  procured  from  the  office  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  12,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park, 
London,  N.W.i. 

November  2^th. — Nomination  papers,  signed  by 
the  candidate  and  by  six  Registered  Nurses 
who  propose  her  or  him,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Returning  Officer  at  12  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  N.W.,  before  noon. 

A    GENEROUS    BEQUEST. 

Surgeon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Donald  Elcum, 
I.M.S.  (retired),  of  Claverton  Street,  S.W.,  has 
left  ultimately  to  Guy's  Hospital  for  beds,  to 
be  called  "  The  Charles  Frederick  Elcum  "  beds, 
in  memory  of  his  father,  formerly  a  student  there, 
a  generous  legacy.  The  amount  of  the  bequest 
to  the  hospital  will  be  about  ;^i5,ooo. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

TAXATION  WITHOUT  REPRESENTATION 
AND    CONTROL. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  attended  a  meeting  in  Sheffield 
recently,  where  Miss  Sherriff-Macgregor,  the  paid 
Organising  Secretary  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  brought  forward  the  names  selected 
by  the  College  for  election  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  as  if  no  one  else  had  been  nomina- 
ted or  was  standing  for  election.  Not  a  word  was 
said  about  the  unjust  Rule  9  (a)  specially  thrust 
through  Parliament  to  secure  speedy  registration 
of  College  and  Royal  Free  Hospital  Nurses, 
without  producing  either  a  certificate,  or  certified 
copy  of  a  certificate,  by  such  applicants  to  the 
Council. 

A  grossly  unjust  Rule,  and  for  which  many  of  us 
will  never  forgive  its  promoters. 

Sheffield  nurses  feel  left  out  in  the  cold,  and 
some  of  us  see  no  reason  why  St.  Thomas'  Hospital 
is  to  have  two  resident  representatives — the  Matron 
and  Sister  Tutor — and  think  the  latter  might  well 
stand  down  and  make  room  for  a  Sister  Tutor 
from  Yorkshire — the  largest  County  in  England. 

We  progressive  nurses  see  little  hope  of  justice 
until  the  whole  G.N.C.  is  elected  by  the  nurses  ; 
as  at  present  we  gather  from  reports  the  doctors 
and  laity  control  almost  entirely  the  whole  power 
in  the  Council  and  spending  of  our  money  ;  as  you 
rightly  remark,  "  taxation  without  control." 
Yours  truly, 
A  Sheffield  Independent. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION    QUESTIONS. 

November  nth. — Explain  the  preparation  and 
materials  necessary  for  the  application  of  a  plaster 
cast.  Describe  the  process  of  applying  a  body  cast, 
and  the  points  to  which  the  nurse  who  assists 
the  surgeon  should  pay  special  attention. 

November  18th. — ^What  are  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  a  Registered  Nurse  in  regard  to 
the  forthcoming  elections  of  direct  representatives 
for  England  and  Wales,  Scotland  or  Ireland  ? 

November  2^th. — ^Why  is  the  purity  of  mUk 
and  the  clean  handling  and  distribution  of  mUk  of 
vital  importance  to  the  nation  ?  What  points 
are  of  special  importance  in  this  connection  ? 


OUR  ADVERTISERS. 

Do  not  omit  to  buy,  as  far  as  possible,  every- 
thing you  need  from  "  Our  Advertisers,"  and 
to  recommend  them  to  your  friends.  They  are 
all  first-class  firms. 
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THe   Midw^ife. 


MATERNITY  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

A  ball  is  to  be  held  at  Claridge's,  on  November  7, 
in  aid  of  the  Maternity  Nursing  Association  and 
Infant  Welfare,  Myddleton  Square,  E.G.,  and 
Oakley  Square,  N.W.  Tickets  are  obtainable  from 
the  Hon.  Mrs.  Henriques,  107,  Onslow  Square, 
S.W.  7  (single,  30s.  ;    or  six  for  £y  los). 

CENTRAL  AlIDWIVES    BOARD. 

At  the  last   meeting  of   the   Central  Midwives 
Board    on    an    interim    report    Harriet     Botting 
(No.  22334)  was  struck  off  the  Roll. 
Restoration. 

The  name  of  Helena  Kate  Robinson  was  restored 
to  the  Roll. 

Voluntary  Removal  from   Roll. 

Applications  of  ten  certified  midwives  for  re- 
moval from  the  Roll  on  the  grounds  of  ill-health, 
old  age,  and  inability  to  comply  with  the  Rules 
were  granted. 

CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD  FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

At  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Board  for  the 
Hearing  of  Penal  Cases,  Dr.  James  Haig  Ferguson 
in  the  chair^  Mrs.  Jane  Egan,  certified  midwife, 
No.  418,26,  Isles  Lane,  off  Hawkhill,  Dundee,  was 
cited  to  appear  in  respect  of  failure  to  notify 
contact  with  a  person  suffering  from  puerperal 
fever,  thereby  endangering  the  lives  of  her  other 
patients,  and  for  other  breaches  of  the  Rules. 

The  Board  found  the  charges  to  be  proved  and 
instructed  the  Secretary  to  cancel  her  certificate 
and  to  remove  her  name  from  the  Roll. 

CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD  FOR 
IRELAND. 

October  Examination. 

The  Eighth  Examination  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Ireland  was  held  simultaneously  in 
Dublin  and  Belfast  on  October  17th  and  i8th, 
I922.  Fifty-nine  entered  from  Dublin  and  fifteen 
from  Belfast.  Of  the  seventy-four  candidates, 
three  did  not  attend,  eleven  failed,  and  sixty 
passed  satisfactorily. 

The  following  registered  medical  practitioners 
acted  as  Examiners  : — Drs.  Reginald  J.  White, 
Thomas  Neill,  J.  M.  Gilmor,  Trevor  N.  Smith, 
T.  S.  Holmes,  H.  J.  O'Prey. 

Successful  Candidates. 

The  successful  candidates  were  trained  in  the 
following  schools  : — 

Rotunda  Hospital,  Dublin       .  .          . .          . .  19 

Coombe  Hospital,  Dublin        13 

National  Maternity  Hospital,  DubUn            .  .  18 

Incorporated  Maternity  Hospital,  Belfast      .  .  q 

Dundee  Maternity  Hospital    ..          ..          ..  i 
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EXAMINATION     PAPER. 

The  following  are  the  questions  set  in  the  exami- 
nation of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Ireland 
on  October  17th  : — 

1.  What  are  the  methods  of  estimating  the 
probable  date  of  confinement  of  a  pregnant 
woman  ?  How  would  you  know  if  the  foetus  is 
alive  or  dead  ? 

2.  Give  a  brief  account  of  the  following  condi- 
tions :  (a)  Icterus  neonatorum,  (6)  Hydatidiform 
mole,  (c)  Hyperemesis  Gravidarum. 

3.  What  do  you  understand  by  a  ruptured  tubal 
pregnancy  ?     Describe  a  typical  case. 

4.  In  what  cases  would  you  give  a  vaginal 
douche ;  mention  three  common  solutions  and 
give  their  strengths. 

5.  Mention  the  difficulties  that  may  arise  in 
labour,  in  the  third  stage,  and  how  you  would  deal 
with  them. 

6.  What  is  usually  done  to  prevent  inflammation 
of  the  eyes  in  new-born  children  ? 


ROTUNDA    HOSPITAL,    DUBLIN. 

The  Resident  Medical  Staff  and  friends  of  the 
Rotunda  Hospital  are  showing  their  practical 
sympathy  with  the  movement  of  the  Nursing  Staff 
to    start    its    much-needed    Linen    Guild. 

A  successful  dance  was  organized  and  held  in 
the  Rotunda  Pillar  Room  (by  the  kind  permission - 
of   Mr.  W.  Kay),  on  Thursday,  26th  ult.,  and  the 
proceeds   of  the   dance  will   substantially  help  to 
build  up  the  fund. 

The  Nurses  showed  their  appreciation  by  ably 
looking  after  the  comfort  of  the  guests. 

The  Rotunda  rooms  are  so  admirably  adapted 
for  dances,  it  is  hoped  to  organize  another  quite 
soon. 


THE    NURSE    AND    THE    COMMON- 
WEALTH. 

An  address  on  "  The  Nurse  and  the  Common- 
wealth "  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Ewen  J.  Maclean 
(Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Gynaecology,  at  the 
Welsh  National  M  ^dical  School)  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Monmouthshire  Nursing  Association,  at  the 
Town  Hall,  Newport,  on  October  26th,  Mr.  L. 
Forestier- Walker,  M.P.,  presiding. 

Dr.  Maclean  congratulated  the  Association,  and 
said  it  had  accomplished  wonderful  things  during 
last  year.  This  country  was  almost  the  last 
among  civilised  nations  to  move  in  the  matter  of 
the  training  of  midwives  and  the  regulating  of  their 
practice.  To-day  the  State,  as  expressed  in  the 
Registration  Act,  and  the  local  authorities  in  their 
multiple  health  agencies,  called  for  a  sound 
theoretical  and  practical  knowledge  on  the  part  of 
nurses,  and  it  was  in  the  interests  of  the  community 
that  all  handicaps  to  the  supply  of  these  demands 
should  be  removed. 
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EDITORIAL. 

INDEPENDENT  CANDIDATES  FOR  ELECTION 

The  fine  group  of  women  who  are  standing' 
as  Inde,pendent  Candidates  in  the  Election  for 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales  are  well  acquainted  with  the  questions 
involved  in  the  organisation  of  Trained  Nurs- 
ing by  the  State,  through  which  they  hope  to 
obtain  the  standardisation  of  Nursing  Educa- 
tion, and  better  economic  conditions  for  nurses, 
for  they  sui>ported  and  worked  for  the  move- 
ment for  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  which 
has  now  received  the  approval  of  Parliament, 
when  only  a  minority  urged  this  reform,  now 
acknowledged  to  be  of  far-reaching  importance 
and  great  public  utility. 

We  feel  sure  that  the  Nursing  Profession 
will  have  confidence  in  supporting  the  candi- 
dature of  women  of  the  type  of  those  standing 
as  the  Independent  group,  both  because  of 
their  consistent  adherence  to  principles,  their 
personal  characteristics,  and  their  vital  force. 

There  is  no  indecision  in  this  coterie ;  the 
weight  of  their  influence  is  always  to  be  found 
on  the  side  of  right,  and  their  votesi  are  cast 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  nurses,  regardless 
of  the  personal  issue.  We  may  take  pride  in 
being  represented  by  these  stalwarts,  who, 
over  and  over  again,  in  many  a  political  and 
economic  battle,  have  proved  their  mettle. 
THE     SECRECY    OF    THE     BALLOT. 

We  are  frequently  and  anxiously  asked 
whether  the  ballot  in  the  forthcoming  election 
of  members  to  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  will  be  secret,  and 
undoubtedly  many  nurses  fear  that  if  they  do 
not  vote  according  to  the  wishes  of  their 
superiors  it  will  be  prejudicial  to  their  in- 
terests. This  fear  has  also  been  expressed  in 
regard  to  Parliamentary  elections,  and  the 
contention  that  such  elections  should  be  secret 
has  been  recognised  by  Parliament  as  justifi- 


able. In  our  own  election  although  the  vote, 
as  in  the  election  for  the  General  Medical 
Council,  is  a  postal  one,  precautions  have  been 
taken  that  it  shall  be  strictly  secret,  and  Regis- 
tered Nurses  can  therefore  record  their  votes 
as  their  consciences  dictate  without  fear  of 
after  consequences. 

OUR    ELECTION     FUND. 

Because  certain  representative  nurses  have 
decided  to  accept  nomination  for  election  to 
the  General  Nursing  Council  as  indei>endent 
candidates,  and  not  as  the  nominees  of  any 
nurses'  organisation,  we  feel  sure  the  profes- 
sion will  realise  that  the  whole  cost  of  contest- 
ing the  election  should  not  fall  upon  the  indi- 
vidual candidates.  We  therefore  invite  our 
readers  to  give  what  financial  support  they  can 
towards  a  Fund  to  help  to  cover  the  necessary 
and  substantial  expenses. 

The  great  generosity  of  those  who  bore  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day  in  obtaining  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Acts  in  the  past,  em- 
boldens us  to  rely  upon  their  sense  of  profes- 
sional respoinsibility  at  the  present  time. 
Wonders  can  be  done  with  modest  donations 
carefully  conserved  and  administered,  and  we 
hope  that  many  such  donations  will  be  con- 
tributed within  the  next  week  or  two.  Miss 
M.  Breay,  431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i, 
will  be  glad  to  receive  and  acknowledge  such 
donations. 

Further,  let  us  help  the  candidature  of  our 
chosen  candidates  not  only  with  our  votes  and 
our  financial  support,  but  with  personal  ser- 
vice.. Each  elector  can  influence  others,  and 
we  hope  that  everyone  will  realise  her  respon- 
sibilities and  obligations,  and  leave  no  stone 
unturned  to  "  faithfully  and  wisely  make  choice 
of  fit  persons  "  to  serve  on  our  General  Nurs- 
ing Council  for  the  next  five  years.  It  is  the 
most  imperative  need  of  the  profession  at  the 
present  time. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

EXPLAIN  THE  PREPARATION  AND  MATERIALS 
NECESSARY  FOR  THE  APPLICATION  OF  A  PLASTER 
CAST.  DESCRIBE  THE  PROCESS  OF  APPLYING  A 
BODY  CAST,  AND  THE  POINTS  TO  WHICH  THE 
NURSE  WHO  ASSISTS  THE  SURGEON  SHOULD  PAY 
SPECIAL    ATTENTION. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss^Gertrude  E.  Weeks,  Northern 
Hospital,  Winchmore  Hill,  N. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Plaster  of  Paris. — ^Amongst  the  first  to  use 
Plaster  of  Paris  were  the  early  Arabian  phy- 
sicians practising  in  Spain  ;  but  to  Kluge,  of 
Berlin  (1829),  belong^s  the  priority  of  its  appli- 
cation to  fractures. 

The  plaster  sihould  be  of  the  superior  quality 
used  by  dentists,  and  should  be  dried  in  the 
oven  for  some  hours  before  being-  used.  It 
may  be  used  to  make  either  removable  or  irre- 
movable splints,  and  has  been  extensively  used 
for  making  plaster  spinal  supports. 

A  number  of  different  materials,  such  as 
gauze,  crinoline,  dextrin  g-auze,  and  flannel, 
may  be  used  as  a  basis  for  preparing^  these 
casing-s,  but  for  the  smaller  ones  plaster  of 
paris  bandages'  are  generally  used. 

Making  the  Bandages. — The  dry  powdered 
plaster  is  rubbed  with  the  palm  of  the  hand 
into  the  meshes  of  a  white  crinoline  muslin 
bandag-e  of  suitable  size  and  length,  and  then 
the  bandage  is  loosely  rolled  up  so  that  the 
different  layers  are  easily  movable  on  one 
another.  To  g-uard  against  unrolling,  an 
elastic  band  is  placed  round  the  roll  or  a  pin 
inserted  into  the  last  turn,  and  then  the 
bandages  are  wrapped  up  in  oiled  paper  or 
g-uttapercha  tissue,  or  even  newspaper,  and 
placed  ready  for  use  in  an  airtight  jar,  so  that 
all  damp  is  excluded,  and  deterioration  of  the 
plaster  by  absorption  of  water  is  prevented. 

Plaster  of  Paris  makes  a  light  and  fairly 
durable  jacket,  and  isi  the  material  usually 
selected  for  an  irremovable  casing.  When  a. 
removable  casing-  is  required,  however,  the 
plaster  is  apt  to  be  injured  by  the  constant 
springing-  open,  and  various  substitutes  have 
been  recommended,  such  as  leather,  celluloid, 
papier  mache,  and  other  materials.  For  the 
latter  form  of  jacket  a  mould  must  be  taken  of 
the  patient's  trunk,  from  which  a  cast  is  made, 
and  on  this  the  jacket  is  fitted  aad  allowed  to 
dry. 

The  Application  of  the  Plaster  Jacket. — To 
apply  a  plaster  jacket  the  patient's  clothes  are 
removed,  a  closely  fittings  woollen  knitted  vest 
reaching  from  the  neck  to  the  knees  is  applied, 
and  the  parts  liable  to  pressure  are  padded 
with  felt  or  sheet  wadding.     The  bony  parts 


are  protected,  especially  the  sternum,  crests  of 
the  iliac  bones,  and  the  sacrum,  and  pressure 
on  the  spinous  processes  is  prevented  by  long: 
pads  laid  over  the  summits  of  these  processes 
on  either  side  of  the  middle  line.  The  breasts 
are  protected  with  cotton  wool,  and  in  adults 
a  "  dinner  pad  "  is  placed  over  the  abdomen  to 
allow  for  distension  after  meals.  All  sores  or 
abrasions  should  be  reported  to  the  surgeon. 

The  patient  during  the  application  of  a 
plaster  jacket  should  be  placed  either  in  the 
horizontal  or  the  vertical  position. 

The  surgeon,  wearing  an  overall  to  protect 
his  clothes,  applies  the  Plaster  of  Paris  ban- 
dages, which  the  nurse  has  previously  placed 
in  a  basin  of  warm  water  ends  up  until  they 
have  been  thorougfhly  saturated  and  all  bubbles 
cease  to  escape.  They  are  then  squeezed  out 
fairly  dry  and  applied  to  the  body. 

When  the  first  bandage  has  been  nearly 
applied  the  nurse  places  a  second  in  the  basin 
of  water,  wrings  it  out,  and  hands  it  to  the 
surgeon. 

After  each  bandage  has  been  applied  the 
surface  should  be  smoothed  down  by  the  hand, 
and  a  certain  amount  of  Plaster  of  Paris  added 
and  rubbed  in  in  order  to  furnish  a  smooth 
surface. 

Several  bandag-es  are  required  as  a  rule,  as 
the  case  should  be  four  or  five  folds  in  thick- 
ness throug-hout,  in  order  to  g"ive  sufficient 
rig-idity. 

The  plaster  is  then  exposed  to  the  air  and 
surrounded  by  hot-water  bottles  until  it  sets, 
or  it  may  be  placed  in  hot-air  apparatus  for 
half  an  hour  if  one  is  at  hand. 

The  nurse  should  be  on  the  watch  for 
obstruction  of  circulation,  pressure  on  nerv^es, 
or  the  plaster  cutting-  into  the  flesh. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following-  competitors  recei-e  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  M.  James,  Miss  J. 
Robertson,  Miss  G.  Brig^house. 

QUESTION    FOR    NEXT   WEEK. 

What  are  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
a  Reg-istered  Nurse  in  reg-ard  to  the  forth- 
coming elections  of  direct  representatives  for 
England  and  Wales,  Scotland,  or  Ireland? 


SMALL  POX  SPREADING  IN  LONDON. 

Small  pox — and  some  cases  of  haemorrhagic 
severity — is  still  spreading  in  London.  We  hope 
nurses  are  thoroughly  alive  to  the  danger  and 
are  using  all  their  influence  to  encourage  people 
to  be  Vaccinated.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has 
issued  an  excellent  Memorandum  on  the  steps 
requisite  to  be  taken  by  sanitary  authorities  on 
the  occurrence  of  smallpox. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


It  is  not  only  Regfistered  Nurses  who  hold 
Major  R.  W.  Barnett  in  the  hig-hest  esteem. 
We  learn  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  lent  him 
his  very  own  car  for  Election  Day,  Novem- 
ber 15th.  We  call  this  "some"  coupe! 
Many  g^ood  Conservatives  in  South-West  St. 
Pancras  will  be  proud  to  drive  to  the  poll  in  a 
car  so  closely  associated  with  their  political 
aspirations.  We  hope  nothing-  will  prevent 
nurses  in  this  constituency  recording  their 
votes  for  Major  Barnett. 


The  Editor  and  Assistant  Editor  of  this 
Journal  were  very  uplifted  when  they  learned 
that  Major  Barnett's  election  agent  thoug^ht  so 
favourably  of  the  little  article  which  appeared 
in  support  of  the  "  Nurses'  Champion  "  in  our 
issue  last  week  that  he  had  ordered  30,000 
reprints  for  propaganda  purposes. 


Councillor  Beatrice  Kent's  wide  circle  of 
friends  will  heartily  congratulate  her  upon  her 
re-election  on  to  the  St.  Pancras  Borough 
Council  by  an  increased  vote  of  1,150.  Coun- 
cillor Beatrice  Kent  has  put  in  a  very  strenuous 
time  during  the  past  three  years — the  fate  of 
those  with  the  courage  of  their  opinions  where 
abuses  need  opposition — and  in  opposing  the 
blasphemous  and  unpatriotic  teaching  in  Com- 
munist Schools,  the  waste  of  the  ratepayers' 
money,  and  jobs  generally,  Councillor  Kent  has 
stood  her  ground  right  royally  in  debate  and 
in  recording  her  vote.  Public  opinon  for  the 
nonce  has  removed  her  chief  opponents,  so  we 
wish  her  health  and  strength  to  do  good  con- 
structive work  for  St.  Pancras  during  her 
coming  term  of  office. 


The  Naval  Medical  Memorial  will  be  un- 
veiled at  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Chatham, 
on  Saturday,  November  nth,  at  3.30  p.m. 
Surgeon  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Robert  Hill,  K.C.B., 
K.C.M.G.,  C.V.O.,  Medical  Director-General 
of  the  Navy,  will  perform  the  ceremony. 

Similar  Memorials  have  been  unveiled  at 
Portsmouth  and  Plymouth. 


Nothing  is  more  disadvantageous  to  a  pro- 
fession than  to  be  spoon-fed.  At  the  end  of 
the  war  the  United  Nursing  Services  formed  a 
Company  and  established  an  excellent  Club  at 
34,  Cavendish  Square,  W.,  as  they  desired  to 
keep  in  touch  with  one  another.  The  Club  has 
been  very  well  managed,  but  the  opening  of 
the  Cowdray  Club  on  a  dharitable  basis  in  the 
same  Square  has  naturally  cut  at  the  economic 


basis  of  that  founded  by  nurses  for  themselves. 
We  learn  that  it  has  been  decided  to  admit  to 
the  United  Services  Club  ladies  of  professional 
standing  other  than  nurses  who  are  interested 
in  questions  of  general  welfare.  The  terms  are 
very  moderate,  and  at  present  the  entrance  fee 
is  only  a  guinea.  Clubs  f©r  women  are  spring- 
ing up  in  all  directions ;  it  is  a  problem  how  to 
make  them  pay. 


The  new  Nurses'  Home  in  connection  with 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester,  which  it  is 
hoped  to  erect  in  York  Place,  near  the  Infir- 
mary, is  calculated  to  cost  _;^ioo,ooo,  and  in 
aid  of  this  the  M.R.I,  nurses  organised  a  three 
days'  bazaar,  which  was  held  in  the  Out- 
Patients'  Hall  last  week,  and  which,  we  are 
pleased  to  learn,  was  a  great  success. 

Sir  William  Cobbett,  the  Chairman,  stated 
at  the  opening  ceremony  that  before  the  In- 
firmary moved  to  its  present  site  the  sisters 
and  nurses  worked  66  day  hours  or  77  night 
hours  in  the  week.  After  the  removal  it  was 
possible  to  arrange  the  work  with  day  nurses 
on  duty  63  hours  a  week  and  night  nurses 
y^  hours,  but  now  the  Board  of  Management 
desire  to  reduce  the  working  hours  to  56  hours 
a  week  for  all  hands.  This  reduction  will  make 
it  necessary  to  increase  the  nursing  staff  by  60, 
for  whom  provision  must  be  made.  Even  now 
accommodation  is  not  adequate,  and  some 
nurses  are  living  in  lodgings.  The  Nurses' 
Home  attached  to  the  present  buildings  was 
designed  to  accommodate  186  people,  and 
there  are  already  222  nurses  working  in  the 
Infirmary. 


There  is  nothing  which  contributes  more  to 
a  good  standard  of  nursing  than  a  comfortable 
Nurses'  Home.  This  is  now  universally  recog- 
nised. When  we  recall  that,  in  the  'seventies, 
nurses  at  the  M.R.I,  worked  weekly  for  8if 
hours  on  day  duty  and  91  hours  on  night  duty, 
exclusive  of  meals,  and  that  so  eager  were 
certain  pupils  for  practical  experience  that  they 
stayed  on  duty  with  pleasure  even  longer  if 
required,  we  realise  how  times  have  changed 
where  nursing  service  is  concerned. 


A  very  interesting  ceremony  took  place  last 
week,  in  connection  with  the  Chasetown  and 
District  Nursing  Association,  when  the  memo- 
rial stone  of  the  new  Nurses'  Home  at 
Sankey's  Corner  was  unveiled.  For  some  time 
past  it  has  been  the  desire  of  the  committee 
to  erect  a  permanent  Nurses'  Home  that  would 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  district,  and  their 
aspirations  are  at  last  being  realised. 
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INDEPENDENT  CANDIDATES  FOR  ELECTION  TO  THE  GENERAL  NURSING 
COUNCIL  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

By  MARGARET  BREAY,  REGISTERED  NURSE 


MRS.  BEDFORD  FENWICK. 

When  we  come  to  consider  the  claims  of  candi- 
dates for  election  to  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales,  the  name  that  will  come  first 
in  everyone's  thoughts  must  be  that  of  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick,  for,  without  this  forceful  friend, 
indomitable  worker,  and  brilliant  organiser,  the 
nurses  of  the  United  Kingdom  would  have  no 
Nursing  Acts,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  noblesse  oblige 
that,  whoever  is  or  is  not  returned  to  the  Council 
in  the  coming  election,  Mrs.  Fenwick  is  placed 
there  with  all  honour.  To  do  otherwise  would 
write  down  the  electors  as  ingrates  indeed. 

I  may,  perhaps,  be  permitted  to  add  a  personal 
note,  and  to  say 
after  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century's 
close  association  with 
her  and  her  work,  the 
dominating  factor  in  a 
life  of  many  facets  has 
been  the  aim  which 
she  has  constantly  pur- 
sued, and  from  which 
she  has  never  swerved, 
of  placing  Nursing  Ed- 
ucation on  a  uniform 
and  satisfactory  basis, 
and  of  securing  for 
duly  qualified  nurses 
a  recognised  status 
conferred  by  Act  of 
Parliament. 

In  1887  she  initiated 
the  movement  for  the 
organisation  of  trained 
nursing,  and  she  draft- 
ed the  first  Bill  for  the 
Registration  of  Nur- 
ses, which  was  intro- 
duced into  the  House 
of  Commons  in  1904, 
and  was  passed  by 
the  House  of  Lords 
in  1908,  and  saw  her 
work  crowned  with 
success  when  the 
Royal  Assent  was 
given  to  the  Nurses' 
Registration   Acts    on 

December  23rd,  1919 ;  that  was  a  supreme 
moment  which  no  one  can  ever  take  from 
her.  During  the  term  of  ofiice  of  the  present 
Council  she  has  worked  with  infinite  care  to  ensure 
that  the  Rules  framed  under  the  authority  of  the 
Council  shall  be  just  and  wise:  and  she  con- 
tended for  the  right  of  the  existing  and  intermediate 
nurses  to  have  their  certificates  of  training  re- 
corded on  the  State  Register,  when,  incredible  as 
it  may  seem,  a  nurse-member  of  the  Council  pro- 
posed that  they  should  be  deprived  of  this  right. 

In  order  to  acquaint  herself  with  the  educational 


MRS.    BBDFOKU     FENWICK, 

formerly    Matron  and  Superintendent   of  Nurslnar, 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  B.C. 

Promoter  of  the  Movement  for  the  Orgranization  of  Trained 
Nursing  by  the  State.  1887-1922;  Drafted  the  First  Bill  for 
the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  1904,  which  passed  the  House  of  Lords, 
1908  ;  Hon.  Nurse  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  for 
the  State  Registration  of   Nurses. 


and  economic  conditions  of  nurses  she  has  visited 
not  only  many  European  countries  but  also  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  Canada,  and  in- 
vestigated those  conditions.  The  fact  that  she  is 
willing  to  stand  for  another  term  of  oftice  is  proof 
of  her  public  spirit  in  the  interests  of  Nurses. 

Mrs.  Fenwick's  nursing  career  dates  from  the 
time  when  as  a  girl  in  her  'teens  she  entered 
the  Children's  Hospital,  Nottingham,  for  training 
as  a  Paying  Probationer,  passing  on,  again  as  a 
Paying  Probationer,  for  General  Training  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester  ;  for  nearly  two 
years  she  was  Sister  of  wards  containing  fifty-three 
beds    at    the  London  Hospital,  and  in  1881   was 

appointed  Matron 
of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  London.  She 
is  Founder  and  Hon. 
President  of  the  In- 
ternational Council  of 
Nurses,  President  of 
the  National  Council 
of  Trained  Nurses  of 
Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ;  Hon.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Irish 
Matrons'  Association, 
and  the  National 
Association  of  Trained 
Nurses  of  India  ;  was 
for  many  years  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  for 
the  State  Registration 
of  Trained  Nurses, 
and  is  Hon.  Nurse 
Secretary  of  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  for  the 
State  Registration  of 
Nurses. 

She      started      the 
movement  for  the  or- 
ganisation   of    Nurses 
by   the    State  in  this 
and    all    other     coun- 
tries, and  is  the  only 
I'oreign      Member     of 
the  American  National 
League      of     Nursing 
Education,      and      of 
the  American  Nurses' 
Association.       She    initiated    the    Royal    British 
Nurses'  Association,  and  is  named  in    the    Incor- 
poration Claiise  of  its  Royal  Charter. 

She  was  President  of  the  British  Nursing  Section, 
British  Royal  Commission,  Chicago  Exhibition 

She  holds  the  Distinguished  Order  of  the  Greek 
Red  Cross  for  active  service  in  Greece  as  Lady 
Superintendent  of  the  Nursing  Department  of  the 
National  Fund  for  the  Greek  wounded,  and 
also  the  Medal  of  the  Reconnaissance  Francaise 
for  her  services  to  the  French  War  Office  as  Hon. 
Superintendent  of  the  French  Flag  Nursing  Corps. 
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MISS  MILDRED  HEATHER- 
Biaa,  R.R.C. 

Miss  Mildred  Heather-Bigg, 
R.R.C,  Lady  of  Grace  of  the 
Order  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
salem, is  standing  for  election 
as  a  past  Matron  of  a  Metro- 
politan General  Hospital, 
having  held  with  distinction 
the  position  of  Matron  of 
Charing  Cross  Hospital  from 
1902-1919,  before  which  time 
she  had  had  a  varied  ex- 
perience, having  trained  at 
University  College  Hospital, 
London,  done  district  nursing 
in  St.  George's  Parish,  Cam- 
berwell,  and  been  Sister  at 
Charing  Cross  Hospital, 
Matron  of  Bromley  Hospital, 
Kent,  and  Matron  of  Chelsea 
Hospital  for  Women. 

Through  the  organisations 
of  self-governing  nurses  with 
which  she  has  allied  herself. 
Miss  Heather-Bigg  has  for 
many  years  worked  to  secure 
the  State  Registration  of 
Nurses.  She  is  President  of 
the  Matrons'  Council  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  a  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses  Association,  a  former 
President  of  the  National 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  and 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Paddington  and  Marylebone 
District  Nursing  Association. 
Her  charming  personality 
makes  her  a  very  popular 
member  of  the  profession, 
while  the  consistent  courage 
with  which  she  has  expressed 
her  convictions  on  matters 
of  principle  has  gained  the 
respect   of   her   colleagues. 

Miss  Heather-Bigg,  if 
elected,  will  endeavour  to 
uphold  the  principles  incor- 
porated in  the  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Act,  to  secure  for 
Nurses  the  right  of  Self- 
Government,  to  secure  a 
prescribed  Syllabus  of  Train- 
ing, and  a  uniform  standard 
of  teaching  in  all  training 
schools  approved  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  to  secure 
regulated  hours  of  work,  and 
adequate  remuneration  for 
nurses,  to  secure  that  Public 
appointments  involving 
Women's  and  Children's  wel- 
fare shall  be  given  only  to 
Registered  Nurses. 


MISS  MILDRED  HEATHER-BIQQ,   R.R.C, 

(Formerly  Matron  of  Cliarlngr  Cross  Hospital.    W  C.) 

Consistent   supporter    of     the    movement    for     the 

State    Regristratlon   of    Nurses. 


MISS  HELEN   PEAR5E, 
Superintendent  of   School    Nurses,    London    County 
Council-      Enthusiastic      Nurse     Educationist,   and 
Public   Health   Worker. 


MISS  HELEN    L.  PEARSE. 

Miss  Helen  L.  Pearse  has 
had  a  long  and  varied  career, 
enabling  her  to  understand 
the  needs,  and  consequently 
to  represent  the  interests,  of 
many  sections  of  nurses.  Her 
qualification  for  nomination 
as  a  candidate  for  election  to 
the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  is 
that  of  past  Matron  of  a  Pro- 
vincial General  Hospital,  as 
she  has  held  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  Nurses  at 
the  North  Staffordshire  In- 
firmary, Stoke-on-Trent.  She 
was  also,  for  several  years. 
Matron  of  the  Great  Northern 
Central  Hospital  (now  the 
Royal  Northern)  Hospital, 
Holloway  Road,  N.W.  Her 
interest  in  nursing  education, 
and  great  experience  as  a 
Public  Health  Worker  would 
make  her  a  very  valuable 
member  of  the  General  Nurs- 
ing Council.  In  1907  she  was 
appointed  the  first  Superin- 
tendent of  Nurses  under  the 
London  County  Council,  and 
under  her  wise  control  the 
Service  has  prospered  and 
developed  until,  at  the  present 
time  there  are  over  300  nurses 
caring  for  the  children  in  the 
L.C.C.  schools  helping  to 
raise  the  standard  of  health, 
to  prevent  the  development  of 
disease,  to  alleviate  and  cure 
sickness  where  it  exists,  and 
to  inculcate  habits  of  clean- 
liness and  self-respect  which 
will  influence  the  whole  sub- 
sequent lives  of  the  children. 

Miss  Pearse  who,  after  some 
experience  in  the  provinces, 
was  trained  and  certificated 
at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital, London,  states  that  her 
sole  object,  if  elected,  would 
be  to  work  for  the  benefit  of 
every  Registered  Nurse. 

She  would  help  to  maintain 
a  high  standard  of  training, 
so  that  the  Training  Schools 
may  attract  women  of  educa- 
tion   and    intelligence. 

She  desires,  further,  to 
support  the  principle  of  self- 
government  by  the  profession 
for  the  profession,  believing 
that  in  this  way  economy  in 
administration,  and  justice  in 
discipline  will  be  secured. 

She  is  a  great  upholder  of 
Internationalism  in  nursing. 
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MISS  A.  M.  BUSHBY. 

Miss  A.  M.  Bushby,  Matron 
of  the  Queen's  Hospital  for 
Children,  Hackney  Road,  who 
is  standing  as  a  candidate  for 
election  to  the  General  Nurs- 
ing Council  for  England  and 
Wales  to  represent  the  nurses 
on  the  Sick  Children's  Supple- 
mentary Register,  is  a  highly 
experienced  and  greatly 
respected  member  of  the 
nursing  profession.  She  was 
trained  and  certificated  at  the 
East  London  Hospital  for 
Children,  Shadwell,  and  at 
King's  College  Hospital, 
London,  afterwards  holding 
the  position  of  Sister  at  the 
East  London  Hospital ;  she 
was  then  appointed  Matron 
of  the  Fever  Hospital  and 
Hospital  Ship,  at  South- 
ampton, and  in  1903  became 
Matron  of  the  Queen's  Hos- 
pital for  Children,  Hackney 
Road,  E.,  a  position  she  still 
holds.  She  is  keenly  inter- 
rested  in  nursing  education 
and  acts  as  examiner  of 
Nurses  in  two  hospitals. 

Miss  Bushby  is  well  known 
to  many  nurses  outside  her 
special  environment,  as  she  is 
a  convinced  supporter  of 
many  self-governing  associa- 
tions of  nurses,  and  her  views, 
when  expressed,  invariably 
command  interest  and  respect. 
Capability  is  written  large 
over  her  forceful  personality, 
and  she  would  be  a  decided 
acquisition  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council. 

The  sick  children's  nurses 
are  fortunate  that  so  wise 
and  experienced  a  candidate 
has  come  forward  as  willing 
to  represent  their  interests, 
and  they  will  do  well  to 
elect  her. 

If  elected,  she  can  be  relied 
upon  to  promote  the  interests 
of  nurses  by  every  means  in 
her  power.  One  of  the  things 
upon  which  her  efforts  are 
concentrated  is  to  obtain  the 
establishment  of  a  pension 
scheme  for  nurses,  somewhat 
on  the  same  lines  as  the 
tea  c'h  e  r  s'  superannuation, 
which  is  compulsory.  This 
is  an  aim  which  will  have 
the  hearty  support  of  many 
nurses. 


MISS     A.     M.     BUSHBV. 

Matron  Queen's  Hospital  for  Children,  Macl<ney  Rd. 

Advocate    of    increased   educational    and    economic 

advantagres  for  Sick  Children's  Nurses. 


MISS     SUSAN     A.LVILLIERS. 

Matron  South   Western  Fever   Hospital,  Stockweli. 

Untiring:      worker     for      improved     conditions      for 

Fever  Nurses  through  :»tate  organization. 


MISS  SUSAN  A.  VILLIERS. 

Miss  Susan  A.  Villiers, 
Matron  of  the  South-Western 
Hospital,  Stockweli,  is  stand- 
ing for  election  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  nurses  on  the  Fever 
Nurses'  Supplementary  Regis- 
ter, and,  so  far,  there  seems 
to  be  no  other  candidate  in  the 
field.  She  was  trained  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
London,  and  on  the  com- 
pletion of  her  general  training, 
entered  the  service  of  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board, 
in  which  the  whole  of  her 
nursing  career  has  since  been 
spent.  She  has  held  the 
positions  of  Night  Super- 
intendent at  the  South- 
Eastern  Hospital,  New  Cross, 
Assistant  Matron  at  the  Brook 
Hospital,  Shooters'  Hill, 
Matron  at  the  Fountain  Hos- 
pital, Tooting,  Matron  at 
the  Park  Hospital,  Hither 
Green,  and  Matron  of  the 
South  Western  Hospital, 
Stockweli. 

Miss  Villiers  was  appointed 
by  Dr.  Addison,  when  Minis- 
ter of  Health,  as  a  Member  of 
the  first  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and 
Wales,  and  served  on  the 
Education  and  other  Com- 
mittees until  their  reconstruc- 
tion in  March,  1922,  since 
which  time  she  has  always 
voted  (usually  in  a  minority) 
for  what  appeared  to  her  to 
be  the  best  interests  of  the 
Nursing  Profession. 

The  courage  with  which 
Miss  Villiers  has  supported 
what,  for  the  moment,  has 
appeared  to  be  the  unpopular 
side  is  the  best  guarantee  she 
can  give  to  the  nursing  pro- 
fession that,  if  elected,  she 
will  work  only  in  the  interests 
of  the  nurses,  with  the  sole 
object  of  raising  their  profes- 
sional status,  and  of  securing 
for  them  a  fuller  measure  of 
self-government. 

Miss  Villiers  is  a  member 
of  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  and  other  self- 
governing  ^Associations  of 
Nurses,  and  a  keen  supporter 
of  the  International  move- 
ment amongst  nurses. 
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FEVER    NURSES'    ASSOCIATION. 

A  Registered  Nurse  President. 

Miss  A.  Stewart  Bryson  (Registered  Nurse), 
Matron  of  the  Northern  Hospital,  Winchmore 
Hill,  N.21,  has  been  appointed  President  of  the 
Fever  Nurses'  Association,  an  announcement 
which  will  be  received  with  great  pleasure,  not 
only  by  members  of  the  F.N.A.,  but  by  many  of 
Miss  Bryson's  colleagues  in  the  nursing  world. 

Miss  Bryson  has  been  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  the  Association  since  it  was  first  formed  in  1908, 
and  for  some  years  has  also  had  a  seat  on  its 
Executive,  and  its  Educational  Committees.  She 
is  at  present  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Association, 
and  will  hold  office  as  President  for  the  year 
1923-1924. 

Miss  Bryson  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association,  and  has  served  as  a  member 
of  its  Council.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council,  which  recently 
formed  a  Fever  Nurses  Section,  of  which  Miss 
M.  Drakard,  a  former  President  of  the  F.N.A., 
was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Miss  Bryson  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Her  personaUty  is  a  great  asset  in  any  position 
of  influence,  for  she  has  not  only  great  charm  of 
manner,  but  is  a  forceful  and  courageous  supporter 
of  principles  in  which  she  believes. 

We  congratulate  the  Fever  Nurses'  Association 
on  selecting  a  Registered  Nurse  as  President. 


FURTHER  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE 
GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL. 

Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  Member  General  Nursing 
Council,  Secretary  Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion, has  consented  to  stand  for  election  as  a 
General  Nurses'  Independent  candidate. 

Miss  Maud  E.  Wiese,  Claybury  Mental  Hospital, 
Woodford  Bridge,  Essex,  has  been  nominated  to 
stand  for  election  as  the  Female  Mental  Nurse 
representative  as  an  Independent  Candidate. 
Miss  Wlese  is  Chief  Charge  Nurse  of  an  Infirmary 
Ward  at  Claybury.  She  holds  the  certificate  of 
the  Medico-Psychological  Association,  and  has  had 
experience  in  nursing  both  male  and  female  patients 
during  a  period  of  nine  years.  As  Chief  Charge 
Nurse  of  an  Infirmary  Ward  she  is  partly  respon- 
sible for  the  training  of  Probationer  Nurses. 

Mr.  Frederick  W.  Stratton,  Registered  Male 
Nurse  of  the  Hackney  Union  Infirmary,  will  also 
be  included  in  the  group  of  Independent  nominees. 

Miss  Webster,  Superintendent  of  School  Nurses, 
Leeds,  has  been  selected  as  a  candidate  by  the 
Bradford  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  League. 

Mrs.  Watson  (nee  Tait)  (cert.  Roval  Infirmary 
Sheffield),  426,  Glossop  Road,  Sheffield,  has  been 
selected  by  the  Sheffield  Branch  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,   Ltd. 

Mr.  Robert  Donaldson,  Manager  of  the  Male 
Nurses  Temperance  Corporation,  Ltd.,  and  the  Men- 
tal Nurses'  Association,  Ltd.,  8,  Hinde  Street,  Man- 
chester Square,  W.,  is  standing  as  a  candidate  for 
election  as  a  representative  of  Male  Mental  Nurses. 


THE    PUBLIC   MEETING 

IN  SUPPORT  OF  INDEPENDENT  CAN- 
DIDATES NOMINATED  TO  THE  GENERAL 
NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 
WALES. 

There  was  a  very  full  room  and  an  enthusiastic 
audience  at  the  meeting  held  on  Thursday,  Novem- 
ber 2nd,  at  II,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
W.,  to  support  the  candidature  of  a  number  of 
Independent  Candidates  for  election  as  direct 
representatives  of  the  nurses  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales. 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent  presided,  and  in  her 
opening  remarks  said  that  those  present  met  on  a 
very  auspicious  occasion,  an  occasion  looked  for, 
longed  for,  and  worked  for.  The  hour  had  struck, 
and  we  saw  the  fruition  of  our  hopes,  but  it  was 
not  without  alloy.  When  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Bill  was  passed  into  law  in  December,  1919,  the 
first  Council  of  25  persons  was  a  nominated  one. 
Of  the  25,  16  members  of  the  Nursing  Profession 
were  nominated  by  Dr.  Addison,  then  Minister 
of  Health.  That  would  have  been  a  very  fair 
representation  had  all  gone  well ;  but  the  majority 
of  the  members  had  shown  an  astonishing  lack 
of  knowledge  and  responsibility,  and  things  had 
been  done,  and  had  been  left  undone,  which  were 
amazing. 

The  Council  had,  for  instance,  repudiated  a 
clause  in  the  Act  itself.  It  had  altered  a  Rule  to 
suit  and  satisfy  petty  reasons.  It  had  indulged 
in  reckless  expenditure,  and  spent  money  extrava- 
gantly. It  had  insultingly  ignored  the  wishes, 
rights  and  opinions  of  the  minority. 

There  were  six  members  of  the  Council  soon 
to  go  out  of  office — five  women  and  one  man — who 
were  respected  for  their  singleness  of  purpose, 
courage,  sense  of  responsibility,  and  recognition 
of  their  duty  to  the  whole  body  of  nurses.  They 
had  saved  the  nurses  from  more  than  one  pro- 
fessional injury  proposed  in  the  interests  of  a 
clique,  not  of  the  whole  body  of  nurses.  They  had 
been  acquainted  with  these  facts  through  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  ;  therefore,  they 
knew  they  were  true,  because  that  Journal  always 
spoke  the  truth.  But  the  Council  was  an  expiring 
Council,  shortly  going  out  of  office,  and  they  were 
now  going  to  hear  what  the  Independent  Candi- 
dates for  election  had  to  say.  They  were  standing 
not  in  the  interests  of  any  society  or  clique,  but 
of  the  whole  Nursing  Profession. 

Those  who  would  address  them  as  candidates 
for  election  to  the  new  General  Nursing  Council 
were  :  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss  Susan  A. 
Villiers,  Miss  E.  Maude  MacCallum,  members  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  tor  England  and 
Wales ;  Miss  Mildred  Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C.  ; 
Miss  Helen  Pearse  ;    and  Miss  S.  M.  Marsters. 

Correspondence. 

The  Chairman  also  announced  letters  of  regret 
at  inabihty  to  be  present  from  Miss  A.  Cattell 
member  of  the  present  General  Nursing  Council 
(standing    as    an    Independent  Candidate  in  the 
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interests  of  private  nurses'),  who  said  that  she 
''  hoped  all  the  independent  nurses  are  awake, 
and  that  they  will  use  their  votes  with  clear  judg- 
ment in  the  coming  election  of  their  General 
Nursing  Council,"  and  from  Miss  A.  M.  Bushby, 
Matron  of  the  Queen's  Hospital  for  Children, 
Hackney  Road,  who  wrote  :  "I  hope  you  will  tell 
the  meeting  that  should  I  be  elected  I  will  do  all 
in  my  power  to  further  the  interests  of  nurses, 
most  especially  of  those  who  have  been  trained 
in  Children's  Hospitals,  and  that  I  am  standing 
absolutely  as  an  Independent  Candidate."  Miss 
Cathlin  C.  du  Sautoy  sent  a  letter  in  which 
she  stated  that  she  has  always  considered  that  it 
was  only  by  State  Registration  that  Nurses  could 
hope  to  have  any  real  control  of  their  own  profes- 
sion, disciplinary  powers,  a  one  portal  examination, 
and  real  educational  advantages  provided  in  the 
Training  Schools — in  short,  that  the  recognition  of 
the  Profession  of  Nursing  by  the  State  would  put 
it  on  the  same  level,  economically,  and  profession- 
ally, as  well  as  educationally,  as  other  professions. 
She  considered  further  that  Registration,  and  all 
that  it  entails,  could  only  be  of  real  use  to  nurses 
and  the  public  whom  they  serve  if  they  themselves 
governed  their  own  profession,  and,  incidentally, 
managed  the  money  they  provide,  and  did  not 
leave  this  to  men  and  women  of  other  professions, 
or,  perhaps  worse  still,  of  no  profession  at  all. 

Mrs.    Bedford     Penwick    gives    an    Account    of 
Stewardship  and    Outlines    Future   Policy. 

The  Chairman  then  invited  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  to  address  the  meeting.' 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  who,  on  rising  to 
speak,  was  warmly  received,  said  that  she  saw  in 
the  audience  before  her  many  faces  which  she 
knew,  faces  of  those  who  had  been  faithful  sup- 
porters of  the  movement  for  State  Registration  of 
nurses  for  many  years,  and  who  had  given  both 
work  and  money  to  the  cause. 

The  Council  appointed  under  the  Act  of  19 19  had 
not  worked  without  differences,  considering  the 
elements  of  which  it  was  composed  it  would  have 
been  almost  a  miracle  if  it  had.  But  when  sum- 
moned she  thought  it  had  come  together  in  the 
desire — she  could  speak,  at  any  rate,  for  those 
who  had  worked  so  long  to  obtain  the  Act — to 
work  in  the  most  harmonious  spirit  for  the  sake 
of  the  nurses. 

During  the  two-and-a-half  years  the  Council  had 
met  she  has  never  missed  a  meeting,  and  she 
thought  the  same  could  be  said  of  her  supporters. 
The  Council  had  worked  strenuously.  As  soon 
as  it  met  she  had  proposed  that  the  work  should 
be  divided  up  between  a  series  of  Standing  Com- 
mittees, and  this  course  was  adopted.  Finance, 
Education  and  Examination,  Registration,  and 
Disciplinary.  There  was  an  immense  amount  of 
work  to  be  done,  especially  by  the  Education  and 
Registration  Committees.  Nursing  education  had 
been  allowed  to  run  wild,  and  when  it  came  to 
investigating  qualifications  for  registration  the 
sifting  of  knowledge  was  a  very  difficult  work  to 
perform. 


Then  there  was  the  Disciplinary  and  Penal 
Committee.  They  did  not  hear  anything  about 
that  but  it  was  one  of  the  most  important  of  all. 
This  was  the  Committee  which  would  investigate 
accusations  against  any  Registered  nurse  ;  it  was 
very  important  that  nurses  should  be  governed 
by  their  peers,  and  that  the  Committee  should  be 
formed  of  Registered  Nurses.  Nurses  were  placed 
on  the  Register  by  the  whole  Council,  and  they 
must  be  removed  by  the  whole  Council,  not  by 
any  Committee.  The  Rules  provided  for  this  safe- 
guard, but  it  was  a  provision  which  had  been 
contested. 

Constructive  Work. 

During  the  first  eighteen  months  of  its  existence, 
the  General  Nursing  Council  had  done  an  immense 
amount  of  constructive  work.  It  had  drafted 
the  Constitution  and  published  the  Rules  for 
Registration  and  Education,  and  issued  pamphlets 
containing  Syllabuses  for  Training  in  General 
Nursing,  in  Mental  Nursing,  in  the  Nursing  of 
Sick  Children,  in  Fever  Nursing,  and  for  Male 
Nurses. 

The  Rules  provide  for  a  just  Constitution,  and 
had  they  not  been  tampered  with  through  outside 
influence  there  would  have  been  no  friction  in  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

Disruption. 

The  first  rift  in  the  lute  was  the  proposal  that 
the  Existing  and  Intermediate  Nurses  should  be 
deprived  of  the  record  of  their  certificates  on  the 
State  Register.  The  result  of  that  disastrous 
proposition,  if  it  had  been  carried  into  effect,  would 
have  been  that  the  whole  of  the  nurses  at  present 
in  practice  and  holding  good  certificates  of  training, 
would  have  been  deprived  of  their  hard-earned 
qualifications  and  unable  to  compete  for  promotion 
with  State  Certificated  Nurses  when  the  State 
Examination  was  inaugurated.  It  was  a  grossly 
unfair  and  illogical  proposal.  It  arose  because  a 
limited  number  of  persons  in  prominent  positions 
had  not  got  certificates  of  training,  and  was  largely 
a  personal  matter.  When  the  issue  involved  was 
understood,  the  minority  on  the  Council  felt  that 
they  had  to  make  the  choice  between  loyalty  to 
the  nurses,  and  the  defence  of  their  rights,  and 
what  was  termed  "  disloyalty  to  the  Council." 
Without  hesitation  they  chose  the  former  course. 
An  agitation  to  prevent  this  wrong  before  it  was 
too  late  was  inaugurated.  The  attitude  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  was  not  sympathetic,  but  the 
nurses  themselves  impressed  the  Ministry  with 
the  justice  of  the  demand  and  eventually  this 
right  was  won. 

The  minority  on  the  Council  had  suffered  many 
indignities  ;  their  proposals  were  voted  down  on 
nearly  every  occasion,  not  on  the  merits  of  the 
case,  but  by  a  partisan  vote.  It  required  a 
good  deal  of  courage  to  stand  up  and  be  voted 
down,  not  after  reasoned  argument,  but  by  those 
who  sat  round  the  Council  table  like  wax  images 
month  after  month,  seldom  attempting  to  justify 
their  votes  by  speech,  but  voting  against  the 
privileges  and  rights  of  the  nurses.     Readers  of 


November  ii,  1922     JLbc  Biltieb  Soumal  of  IRureing. 


309 


The  British  Journal  of  Nursing,  where  the 
proceedings  of  the  Council  were  reported  in  detail, 
could  call  to  mind  many  such  instances. 

In  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  and  the  Rules 
framed  upon  it  great  privileges  were  given  to 
nurses.  An  excellent  Syllabus  of  General  Training 
had  been  framed  but  it  was  now  suggested  that 
this  should  be  "  temporarily  withdrawn,"  and  a 
skeleton  Examination  Syllabus  adopted  as  a  mean 
substitute,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  many  training 
schools  had  adopted  the  Syllabus  of  General 
Training,  and  nurses  were  being  prepared  for  the 
State  Examination  upon  it. 

The  Rules  were  simple,  and  provided  for  equality 
for  all  nurses.  It  was  doubtful  if  many  nurses 
had  studied  them.  It  must  be  realised  that  the 
temperament  of  large  numbers  of  nurses  was 
apathetic,  presumably  because  their  work  was  so 
absorbing,  aAd  did  not  leave  them  with  much 
energy  to  consider  other  things. 

It  would  be  remembered  by  those  present  that 
after  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  was  practically 
won,  a  new  Society  was  formed  to  cut  across  the 
bows  of  the  Organisations  of  Nurses  which  had 
worked  so  steadfastly  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
to  gain  this  measure,  and  took  some  17,000  guineas 
from  nurses  on  the  strength  of  a  pledge  made  in 
print,  that  if  they  were  on  the  College  Register 
they  would  automatically  and  without  further 
fee  be  placed  upon  the  State  Register  when  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill  was  passed.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  many  members  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  when  the  Act  became  law,  did  not  place 
their  names  on  the  State  Register,  and  declared  that 
they  would  not  pay  another  guinea,  and  be  bothered 
to  fill  m  any  more  papers.  The  managers  of  the 
new  body,  therefore,  became  perturbed.  Votes 
would  not  be  there  in  support  of  its  members  when 
the  election  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  took 
place.  But  it  was  known  that  so  long  as  Mrs. 
Bedford  Eenwick  was  in  the  chair  of  the  Regis- 
tration Committee  there  would  be  no  preferential 
treatment  for  any  body  of  nurses,  but  im- 
partial treatment  for  all.  It  became  absolutely 
necessary,  therefore,  to  remove  her  from  power. 
So  outside  the  Council  plans  were  set  on  foot. 
The  majority  of  members  paralysed  the  work  of 
the  Council  by  absenting  themselves  from  meetings 
for  ten  weeks,  when  they  came  back  with  carte 
blaiche  from  the  Minister  of  Health  to  draft 
rules  to  carry  out  their  policy.  A  Rule  (Rule  9 
(a)  )  was  framed  and  carried  giving  permission  to 
the  Council  to  place  certain  nurses  on  the  Register 
as  second-hand  entrants  without  trouble  to  them- 
selves. Rule  9  (a)  constituted  an  unfair"  pre- 
ferential electorate,  some  persons  taking  an  active 
part  in  securing  this  preferential  treatment  for 
one  group  of  nurses  through  members  of  the 
Council  amenable  to  their  influence. 

Record  of  Majority. 

What  had  been  the  record  of  the  majority  of 
the  Council  during  the  last  fifteen  months  ? 

I.  They  had  attempted  to  deprive  the  nurses 
of  the  record  of  their  certificates  on  the  State 
Register. 


2.  They  had  wasted  an  enormous  amount  of 
time  and  money  on  drafting  and  printing  a 
Syllabus  of  Training  the  promulgation  of  which  they 
now  proposed  should  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

3.  Doctors  monopolised  the  chairs  of  important 
Standing  Committees,  which  should  be  filled  by 
Registered  Nurses,  and  conducted  their  affairs  in 
a  most  dictatorial  spirit. 

4.  Silent  members  from  all  over  the  country 
cost  the  nurses  hundreds  of  pounds  for  recording 
their  votes  on  party  lines. 

The  feeling  of  the  free  nurses  was  that  they 
had  no  confidence  in  members  of  a  Council  whose 
votes  depended  upon  an  outside  caucus. 

She  considered  it  very  courageous  of  the  six 
delinquents  of  the  present  Council  to  stand  for 
election  to  the  new  Council,  and  she  was  aware 
that  the  fiat  had  gone  forth  to  "keep  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  off  the  Council  at  all  costs."  In  per- 
mitting her  name  to  go  forward  she  was  well  aware 
that  owing  to  Rule  9  (a)  the  nurses  might  not  see 
their  champions  elected,  and  that  people  who  had 
betrayed  their  trust  might  be  placed  in  power  by 
this  unjust  provision. 

But  the  Independent  Candidates  who  asked  for 
their  suffrages  had  not  accepted  nomination  from 
any  group,  and  were  pledged  to  work  strenuously 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Nursing  Profession  as  a 
whole. 

Our  Policy. 

Defining  the  policy  of  the  group  of  Independent 
nominees,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  then  said  : — 

Our  policy  is  what  it  has  always  been. 

1.  Self-government  for  the  Nursing  Profession 
upon  the  basic  principles  upon  which  every  other 
profession  is  organised.  Power  of  Self-expression, 
Power  of  Organisation. 

2.  Control  of  Education  and  of  Economic 
Conditions. 

3.  Control  of  Finance. 

4.  Co-operation  with  AUied  Societies'  dealing 
with  the  health  of  the  people  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people. 

If  returned,  we  are  prepared  to  work  for  an 
efficient  and  progressing  Syllabus  of  Education, 
a  sound  system  of  Examination  in  which  Regis- 
tered Nurses  take  a  sufficient  part.  We  are 
prepared  to  urge  constant  consultation  between 
the  medical  and  nursing  professions  on  work 
mutually  beneficial  to  the  health  of  the  people, 
and  between  the  nurses  of  the  component  parts 
of  the  Empire. 

We  are  prepared  to  work  for  an  Act  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  the  Council,  that  it  shall 
be  a  Council  entirely  elected  by  Registered 
Nurses,  and  not,  as  at  present,  controlled  by  the 
nominees  of  Government  Departments,  a  con- 
stitution which  has  proved  most  inimical  to  their 
interests. 

That  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Council 
shall  have  Registered  Nurses  as  Executive  Officers, 
and  not  Medical  Men  or  lay  persons. 

Discipline. — We  claim  that  a  Registered  Nurse 
accused  of  felony  or  misdemeanour,  or  misconduct, 
shall,    before    her    name    is    removed    from    the 
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Register,  have  the  right  to  be  tried  by  her  peers' 
and  therefore  the  Disciplinary  Committee  (which 
has  legal  advice  according  to  the  Rules)  shall  be 
composed  of  Registered  Nurses. 

In  asking  for  your  Suffrages  you  will  notice 
that  a  certain  proportion  of  the  candidates  are 
independent  of  economic  control.  These  persons, 
like  myself,  have  nothing  to  lose  by  fighting 
privilege,  therefore  it  is  most  necessary  at  the 
present  crisis  in  the  Profession  that  there  should 
be  a  substantial  -eaven  of  independent  nurses 
upon  the  Council. 

We  also  possess  that  most  valuable  asset,  free 
time  to  devote  to  our  duties,  and  when  you  realise 
the  huge  amount  of  work,  such  as  the  attendance 
at  committees,  studying  Reports  and  Minutes,  and 
guarding  the  constitution  and  the  liberties  of  the 
profession,  it  will  be  understood  how  important 
it  is  that  you  should  have  some  women  upon 
your  Council  whose  professional  duties  do  not 
necessitate  their  depriving  themselves  of  rest  and 
relaxation  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the 
Council. 

Knowledge,  goodwill,  loyalty,  and  courage  are 
required  for  this  task,  and  the  Independent 
Candidates  are  prepared  to  place  them  at  your 
service. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  resumed  her  seat  amidst  applause. 

Miss  S.  A.  Viniers. 

The  Chairman  then  called  on  Miss  S.  A.  Villiers, 
Member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  to  address  the  meeting. 

Miss  Villiers,  in  saying  a  few  words  upon  the  use 
of  the  vote  at  the  forthcoming  election  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  laid  stress  on  the  following  points  : — 

In  the  first  place  she  asked  members  of  the  audience 
to  consider  carefully  before  voting  for  a  candidate 
whether  she  was  likely  to  look  at  any  matter  from  the 
nurse's  or  the  employer's  point  of  view. 

One  of  the  things  which  had  been  forcibly  borne 
in  upon  her  since  she  had  been  a  member  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  was,  she  said,  how  very  important 
it  is  to  any  body  of  workers  to  have  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs.  As  long  as  we  had  a  Council  one- 
third  of  whom  were  not  nurses,  we  should  have  great 
difficulty  in  getting  our  measures  passed.  We  must 
try  for  more  self-government. 

People  were  very  fond  of  managing  women's  affairs, 
especially  those  of  nurses.  We  used  to  hear  a  good 
deal  at  one  time  of  born  nurses,  but  she  thought  those 
wonderful  women  were  in  a  small  minority  compared 
with  the  number  of  people  who  seemed  to  think  they 
were  born  to  manage  the  nurses'  affairs.  She  was 
afraid  we  had  ourselves  to  thank  for  much  of  this. 
She  heard  recently  of  a  nuise  who  actually  wanted  to 
stand  for  election  to  the  Council  who  had  never  regis- 
tered herself.  So  Httle  did  she  know  about  it  that  it 
had  to  be  pointed  out  to  her  that  that  was  a  disqualifi- 
cation. So  long  as  we  did  not  take  the  trouble  to 
read  and  think  for  ourselves  we  should  have  the 
benevolent  laity  stepping  in  to  manage  our  affairs 
for  us. 

Miss  VilUers  further  urged  her  hearers  when  they 
had  decided  for  whom  to  vote,  and  had  probably  got 
most  of  their  candidates  returned,  to  take  their  own 
paper  (The  British  Journal  of  Nursing)  and  keep 
in  touch  with  them,  and  also  strengthen  their  hands 
by  joining  those  societies  standing  for  self-government, 
so  that  when  battles  had  to  be  fought,  as  they  would 


have  to  be  in  all  Councils,  the  nurses'  representatives 
might  feel  that  they  had  a  strong  body  of  professional 
opinion  behind  them. 

In  conclusion.  Miss  VilUers  said  that  some  of  those 
present  might  have  seen  her  name  on  the  list  of  candi- 
dates supported  by  the  College  of  Nursing.  That  did 
not  mean  that  she  had  departed  in  the  least  from  the 
Independent  standpoint.  The  Secretary  wrote  and 
asked  her  the  simple  question,  was  she  standing  for 
election,  to  which  she  replied  that  she  was.  No  sort 
of  pledge  was  asked  or  given. 

Miss   MacCallutn. 

The  next  speaker  was  Miss  E.  Maude  Mac- 
Callum,  member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

Miss  M.  MacCallum  spoke  of  herself  as  a  candidate, 
and  an  unwiUing  candidate,  for  the  forthcoming 
election.  She  wished  the  meeting  to  understand  that 
membership  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  was  no 
joy-ride  if  one  happened  to  be  a  working  nurse.  She 
had  always  found  that  if  she  spoke  as  «i  working  nurse 
a  little  section  of  the  Council  began  to  giggle.  It  was 
hard,  in  that  kind  of  atmosphere,  to  say  out  what  one 
had  to  say. 

She  hoped  the  new  Council  would  be  more  broad- 
minded  than  the  present  one.  She  had  never  heard 
one  of  the  nineteen  majority  members  say,  "  What 
would  the  nurses  like  ?  "  but  they  were  concerned  as 
to  how  a  certain  Association  could  be  given  prominence. 

She  gave  the  following  illustration  of  outside  inter- 
ference with  the  affairs  of  the  Council.  The  September 
meeting  of  the  Council  arranged  that  of  the  eleven 
representatives  of  the  nurses  on  the  General  Register 
six  should  be  past  or  present  matrons  of  instituti  ms 
with  General  Training  Schools,  in  London  or  the 
provinces,  and  five  should  be  nurses  who  were  not, 
and  had  not,  been  matrons.  At  a  meeting  held  at 
St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  en  October  2ist,  to  con- 
sider the  nomination  of  candidates,  the  Treasurer 
of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  (Chairman  of  the  Meeting) 
announced  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  latter 
regulation  would  be  altered  by  the  Minister.  She  was 
so  astonished  that  an  outside  layman  should  be  in 
possession  of  this  information  before  it  had  been 
communicated  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  that  she 
asked  the  Chairman  whether  he  had  got  his  information 
from  the  Minister.  He  replied  in  the  negative.  The 
only  conclusion  she  could  arrive  at  was  that  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley  had  been  behind  the  backs  of  the  nurses,  and 
of  the  Council,  at  the  Ministry  on  this  matter.  Were 
the  nurses  going  to  stand  that  kind  of  thing  ?  If  they 
returned  to  office  women  who  approved  of  such  methods 
they  were  making  a  rod  for  their  own  backs.  They 
should  put  in  people  who  were  going  to  stand  by  the 
nurses.  They  must  remember  that  the  next  Council 
would  have  control  for  five  years,  and  as  they  voted 
so  they  would  be  governed.  They  would  do  well  to 
bestir  themselves  and  vote  for  independent  people. 

For  herself  she  would  continue  to  work  for  the 
interests  of  the  nurses  whether  she  was  elected  or  not, 
and  she  was  sure  the  other  "  Independents  "  would 
do  the  same. 

Miss  M.    Heather-Bigg.    R.R.C. 

The  next  candidate  to  address  the  meeting  was 
Miss  Mildred  Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C,  late  Matron 
of  Charing  Cross  Hospital. 

Miss  Heather-Bigg  said  that  she,  too,  appeared  as 
an  Independent  Candidate,  and  as  such,  if  elected, 
would  never  waver  from  the  following  principles  : — ■ 

(i)  Absolute  self-government  for  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession ; 

(2)  Maintenance  of  the  high  standard  of  training 
prescribed   by   our   Registration   Act ;     and 


November  ii,  1922     z\)c  Bdtisb  Joumal  of  IRureina. 


3" 


(3)  Direct  and  adequate  representation  of  Nurses 
•on  all  bodies  dealing  with  the  health  of  women  and 
children. 

She  said,  further,  that,  if  in  the  audience  there 
should  happen  to  be  any  nurses  who  trained  under  her 
Matronship,  they  would  know  that  the  principles  she 
advocated  to-day  were  those  she  had  always  advo- 
cated. In  Committee  and  in  public  she  had  stood 
firmly  for  the  nurses'  right  to  govern  their  own  economic 
affairs,  and  to  draw  up  the  laws  under  which  they 
desired   to  work. 

For  while  it  was  both  reasonable  and  desirable  to 
work  in  unison  with  the  medical  profession,  it  was 
not  reasonable,  and  therefore  not  desirable,  to  allow 
that  profession  the  right  to  govern  us.  From  the 
choice  of  uniform  to  the  more  vital  matter  of  the 
standard  of  training,  we  must,  and  would,  have  our 
views  respected. 

After  all,  who  should  know  better  than  the  nurses 
the  kind  of  Syllabus  that  should  be  the  basis  of  their 
training  ? 

The  Medical  Profession,  and  many  of  the  laity,  were, 
let  us  hope  unwittingly,  always  trying  to  keep  the 
nurses  under ;  they  could  not  get  away  from  the  early 
history  of  nursing,  when  nurses  were  drawn  from  the 
uneducated  classes.  That  was  past  history.  The 
nurses  of  to-day  were  educated — so  educated  that  they 
realised  to  have  the  standard  of  teaching  lowered  and 
to  be  robbed  of  the  control  of  their  economic  alBfairs, 
was  to  thrust  them  under  the  heel  of  oppression. 

Miss   Helen    Pearse. 

Miss  Helen  Pearse,  Superintendent  of  School 
Nurses  under  the  London  County  Council,  was 
the  next  speaker. 

She  said  that  she  wished  to  endorse,  with  all  the 
strength  she  had,  the  policy  of  the  pioneers,  to  express 
her  gratitude  to  those  who  had  kept  the  flag  flying  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council  during  the  past  year,  and 
to  pay  her  tribute  to  their  courage  and  sagacity.  She 
hoped  they  would  be  returned  in  the  forthcoming 
election  ;  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  nursing  profes- 
sion if  it  were  not  so. 

As  one  who  was  coming  in  as  an  independent  candi- 
date for  election  for  the  first  time,  she  was  feeling 
burning  indignation  at  the  proceedings  of  the  Council 
in  regard  to  the  electorate,  but  she  would  take  her 
chance  as  a  candidate  standing  in  support  of  self- 
government.  Throughout  her  professional  career  she 
had  endeavoured  to  deal  justly  with  nurses,  but  she 
had  at  times  felt  it  was  extraordinarily  difficult  for  a 
Matron  to  voice  the  views  of  the  nurses  as  well  as 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Committee  under 
which  she  was  working.  During  the  past  few  years, 
the  number  of  nurses  working  outside  hospitals  in 
Public  Health  work  had  greatly  increased,  and  would 
increase,  and  it  was  an  urgent  matter  that  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council  there  should  be  representatives 
of  the  nurses  who  had  not  only  had  experience  of 
nursing  work  inside,  but  also  outside  hospitals. 

Miss  Pearse  further  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  standard  of  nursing  education  must  be  raised,  and 
that  could  only  be  done  by  maintaining  the  Syllabus 
upon  which  so  much  time  and  thought  had  been  spent. 
Opposition  was  to  be  expected  from  training  schools 
which  found  it  difficult  to  give  the  necessary  teaching 
to  prepare  pupils  for  the  State  Examination,  but,  it 
would  have  to  be  done  if  they  were  to  get  probationers 
in  the  future.  Doctors  and  lay  people  should  not  be 
put  in  positions  of  authority  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  but  should  hold  watching  briefs  for  the  public 
whom  they  represented. 

In  conclusion  Miss  Pearse   said    that  if    elected    to 


the  Council  she  would  do  her  best  to  secure  strict 
economy  in  its  expenditure. 

Miss   S.  M.    Marsters. 

The  next  candidate  to  speak  was  Miss  S.  M. 
Marsters,  Superintendent  of  the  Paddington  and 
Marylebone  District  Nursing  Association  Q.V.J. I. 

Miss  Marsters  most  strongly  endorsed  the  pro- 
gramme outlined  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  and  also 
Miss  Pearse's  remarks  as  to  representation  on  the 
Council  by,  and  of,  nurses  outside  hospitals,  whether 
district  nurses  or  school  nurses.  Her  policy,  if  elected, 
would  be  to  administer  the  provisions  of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act  with  economy,  efficiency,  and  ex- 
pedition, to  advocate  uniformity  in  the  rate  of  pay 
and  hours  of  work  in  institutions,  to  see  that  justice 
was  done  to  all  nurses,  to  support  the  Nursing  Syllabus 
framed  by  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

In  connection  with  her  candidature.  Miss  Marsters 
said  that  she  had  been  immediately  concerned  with  dis- 
trict nursing  in  all  its  branches,  as  well  as  with  health 
work,  and  the  training  of  nurses  for  the  Queen's  Roll  for 
the  last  twenty  years.  Her  Committee  only  accepted 
nurses  for  training  holding  a  three  years'  certificate  in 
general  training,  but  the  diversity  of  knowledge  which 
those  certificates  represented  had  demonstrated  to 
her  the  great  necessity  for  a  uniform  system  of  training. 
If  this  were  maintained  there  would  be  a  great  improve- 
ment all  round  in  the  Nursing  Service  of  the  country. 

The  Syllabus  was  a  true  statement  of  what  the 
training  of  nurses  should  be,  and  would  be  a  great  help 
in  securing  uniformity  of  training. 

Emphasising  the  necessity  for  economy.  Miss 
Marsters  said  that  the  money  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  Council  was  obtained  from  the  fees  paid  by  the 
nurses,  and  they  must  see  that  it  is  spent  to  the  best 
advantage,  if  not,  they  would  not  be  fighting  the 
nurses'  cause  in  a  true  and  honest  spirit. 

Miss  Marsters  concluded  by  saying  that,  if  elected 
a  member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  she  would 
do  her  best  to  carry  out  the  policy  which  had  been 
defined,  for  the  good  of  the  public,  the  profession,  and 
her  fellow  workers. 

Mr.  Frederick  W.   Stratton. 

The  Chairman  then  asked  Mr.  Frederick  W. 
Stratton,  Male  Nurse,  trained  at  the  Hackney 
Union  Infirmary,  to  address  the  meeting. 

In  stating  that  he  had  been  invited  by  Registered 
Male  Nurses  to  stand  as  their  representative,  Mr. 
Stratton  said  that,  so  far  as  he  knew,  no  other  male 
nurse  had  offered  himself  as  a  candidate.  He  hoped, 
if  returned,  to  watch  the  interests  of  male  nurses,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  do  his  best  for  every  Registered 
Nurse  in  any  section.  He  agreed  with  the  principles 
laid  down  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  and  though  the 
present  was  his  first  experience  of  public  speaking, 
when  he  got  used  to  the  Council,  if  successfully  elected, 
he  had  no  doubt  he  would  be  able  to  give  expression 
to  his  views. 

Discussion. 

Questions  and  discussion  were  then  invited, 
in  which  several  of  those  present  took  part,  in- 
cluding Sister  L.  Warriner,  Miss  A.  M.  Macdonald, 
Miss    Kathleen    A.    Smith,    R.R.C.,    and    others. 

Among  the  questions  asked  were :  Whether 
the  ballot  would  be  secret,  which  was  answered 
in  the  affirmative  ;  whether  it  was  true  that  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  had  nominated,  as 
representative  of  private  nurses,  one  who  had 
only  been  trained  for  two  years,  and  had  not  a 
certificate. 
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Mrs,  Bedford  Fenwick,  who  replied  to  the 
question,  said  she  beHeved  the  lady  nominated 
by  the  College  of  Nursing  was  trained  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Edinburgh,  for  two  years,  for  a  private 
nursing  institution,  and  had  not  a  certificate.  It 
had  certainly  been  the  rule  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years  on  Private  Nursing  Co-operations  such  as 
the  Registered  Nurses'  Society,  the  Chartered 
Nurses'  Society,  the  Nurses'  Co-operation,  and 
others,  that  the  members  of  their  staffs  should 
hold  a  three  years'  certificate  of  training,  and  she 
did  not  think  highly  trained,  certificated  private 
nurses  would  be  content  unless  their  representative 
had  attained  this  standard. 

The  Chairman  said,  in  conclusion,  that  a  very 
lucid  and  amplified  survey  had  been  given  by  the 
candidates,  and  the  characteristics  for  which  they 
had  been  given  credit  were,  she  thought,  well 
deserved.  She  hoped  the  electorate  would  put 
these  ladies  in  power,  and  that  those  present  would 
play  their  part  in  doing  so. 

A  very  enjoyable  and  successful  meeting  was 
brought  to  a  close  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Chair,  proposed  by  Miss  Heather  Bigg,  and 
carried  by  acclamation. 


SCOTTISH   NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 


GENEROUS   ACTS   OF    KINDNESS. 


The  American  Journal  of  Nursing  for  Sep- 
tember is  a  monumental  issue,  as  it  contains 
a  full  report  of  the  Proceeding-s  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Convention  of  the  American  Nurses' 
Association,  which  was  called  to  order  by  the 
President,  Miss  Clara  D.  Noyes,  on  June  22nd, 
1922,  at  the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church, 
Seattle,  Washing-ton  State.  We  were  just 
thrilled  to  find  recorded  among-st  the  seven 
Honorary  Members  of  this  most  efficiently 
org-anised  Association  of  Nurses  in  the 
world,  the  name  of  the  Editor  of  this 
journal,  the  only  foreigner  upon  whom 
the  honour  is  bestowed  since  the  lamented 
deaths  of  Miss  Florence  Nig^htingale  and  Miss 
Isla  Stewart.  All  the  pettifogging-  jealousy 
and  persecution  to  which  we  have  been  sub- 
jected at  home  for  standing  for  self-determina- 
tion, especially  by  the  majority  of  reactionary 
and  ignorant  persons  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  appeared 
meaner  than  ever  in  comparison  with  the 
honourable  recogriition  and  generous  acts  of 
kindness  we  have  received  for  over  thirty 
years  from  our  enlightened  colleag-ues  in  the 
great  American  Republic.  The  above  issue 
of  the  American  Nurses'  official  organ — owned, 
controlled,  and  edited  by  the  leading-  nurses  in 
the  world — contains  a  wealth  of  suggestion 
and  information  which  should  be  at  the  dis- 
posal of  every  embryo  Registered  Nurse  in  this 
country  :  the  contents  are  an  education  in 
themselves. 


ELECTION     TO    THE     GENERAL     NURSING 
COUNCIL    FOR   SCOTLAND 

The  following  communication  is  being  addressed 
by  the  Scottish  Nurses'  Association  to  Nurses 
registered  in  Scotland  : — 

37,  Stobcross  Street,  Glasgow, 

ist  November,  1922. 

Dear  Madam, — For  the  first  time  in  history 
nurses  have  an  opportunity  of  themselves  appoint- 
ing a  majority  of  those  who  are  to  form  the 
governing  body  of  their  own  profession. 

The  first  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland, 
which  was  a  body  wholly  nominated  by  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  ceases  to  exist  by  30th  Novem- 
ber, 1922. 

It  will  be  succeeded  by  the  new  Nursing  Council, 
of  whom  only  six  will  be  nominated  by  the 
Minister ;  the  remaining  nine  will  be  elected  by 
the  votes  of  nurses  entitled  to  vote — that  is,  those 
who  took  the  trouble  to  register. 

The  Scottish  Nurses'  Association  reminds  Scot- 
tish nurses  that  it  took  a  large  share  in  the  pro- 
longed struggle  for  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act, 
and  that  it  strenuously,  though  vainly,  resisted 
jdefects  in  the  Bill,  whose  evil  effects  it  foresaw 
and  predicted.  The  Association,  therefore,  hopes 
all  Registered  Scottish  Nurses  will  admit  its  title 
to  offer,  at  this  crisis,  its  advice  to  the  electors. 

It  is  of  primary  and  vital  importance  that  the 
new  Council,  so  far  as  the  nurse-electors  can  make 
it,  should  be  free  of  party  or  sectional  aims,  free 
to  come  to  its  own  independent  judgment  of  the 
interests  of  Scottish  nurses,  and  not  In  bondage 
to  any  outside  organisation.  It  would  be  a  deplor- 
able set-back  to  the  Scottish  Nursing  Profession 
if,  through  the  neglect  of  many  to  register  who 
ought  to  be  on  the  roll,  or  the  neglect  of  those  on 
the  roll  to  vote,  any  number  should  be  returned  to 
the  Council  whose  opinions  can  be  dictated  by  an 
organisation  in  London. 

At  the  same  time  the  Council  should  fairly  repre- 
sent the  Interests  of  all  kinds  of  Scottish  Nurses, 
not  alone  of  the  General  Hospital  Trained  Nurse, 
but  also  of  those  with  special  training,  the  Health 
Visitor,  the  School  Nurse,  the  Sick  Children's 
Nurse,  the  Fever  Nurse;  and  the  interests  of  the 
large  number  of  Private  Nurses  must  not  be  for- 
gotten. 

An  independent  Council,   fairly  representing  all 
these  Interests,  could  hardly  fail  to  serve  the  best 
interests  of  the  Nursing  Profession  in  Scotland. 
Will  You  by  Your  Vote  Help  to  Secure  this? 

The  Association,  having  these  ideas  in  mind,  has 
surveyed  the  list  of  those  nominated,  and  ventures 
to  suggest  to  those  entitled  to  vote  that  such  a 
Council  would  be  obtained,  so  far  as  the  Nurses 
can  help  to  obtain  It,  by  the  election  of  the  follow- 
ing nine  persons,  whose  qualifications  are  briefly 
noted.  The  first  four  have  already  served  on  the 
First  Council,  and  are  familiar  with  its  work  : — 

Miss  K.  L.  Burleigh  is  Matron  of  the  Royal  Hospital 
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for  Sick  Children,   Edinburgh,   and   lent  what  help  she 
could  in  the  early  days  of  the  fight  for  Registration. 

Miss  M.  Hunter,  Nurse  (Tuberculosis)  Health  Depart- 
ment of  the  Glasgow  Corporation. 

Miss  F.  A.  Merchant  is  Matron  of  the  Glasgow  Parish 
Council  General  Hospital  at  Stobhill.  No  one  could  be 
more  fully  trusted  to  watch  the  interests  of  nurses  en- 
gaged in  Poor-Law  Hospitals.  She  happens  to  be  a 
member  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Limited,  but  l>elieves 
in  the  policy  of  raising  the  Poor-Law  Hospitals  to  the 
standard  of  the  great  General  Hospitals. 

Miss  M.  R.  Stewart's  devoted  work  in  the  .Scottish 
Nurses'  Club  is  known  far  and  wide,  and  is  esteemed  as 
widely  as  it  is  known. 

Miss  J.  C.  Cowie,  Matron  of  the  Royal  Alexandra 
Hospital,  Paisley,  would  adequately  represent  a  class  of 
Hospital  that  ought  to  be  represented  on  the  Council. 

Miss  Steuart  Donaldson,  Matron  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Glasgow,  is  fitted  to  represent  with  distinction 
the  great  General  Hospitals  of  Scotland. 

Miss  J.  E.  N.  Haldane,  Matron  of  the  Public  Health 
Hospital,  Arbroath,  could  be  trusted  by  Fever  Nurses  to 
see  that  their  interests  were  not  neglected. 

Miss  A.  Henderson,  Nurse  (Child  Welfare)  Health 
Department,  Glasgow,  is  President  of  the  Glasgow  and 
West  of  Scotland  Branch  of  the  Scottish  Health  Visitors' 
Association. 

Miss  C.  H.  M'Ara  is  Honorarj-  Secretary  of  the 
Association,  and  though  the  Association  refrained  from 
promoting  her  nomination,  she  is  among  those  who  have 
been  nominated.  She  is  Nurse-in-Charge  of  the  Dis- 
pensary of  the  Anderston  District  Health  Association, 
and  the  private  nurse  could  confidently  look  to  her  to 
pay  special  attention  to  their  particular  and  often 
neglected  needs. 

In  this  list  there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
First  Council,  entirely  familiar  with  its  work,  to 
carry  it  forward  into  the  new  Council  without  jolt 
or  delay.  The  return  of  those  nine  would  be  a 
guarantee  alike  of  the  maintenance  of  Scottish 
Independence,  and  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  the  whole  Nursing-  Profession  in  Scotland. 

We  appeal  to  you  for  the  sake  of  these  things 
to  set  aside  mere  personal  predilection,  and,  by 
your  own  vote  and  by  influencing  others,  help  to 
secure  the  return  of  those  we  have  named. 

We  have  the  permission  of  each  one  we  have 
named  to  put  her  name  in  this  list. 

A  voting  paper  will  reach  you  in  the  first  days  of 
November.  To  be  counted  it  must  be  marked  and 
returned  not  later  than  30th  November. 

That  your  vote  may  not  be  lost  we  beg  you  to 
observe  the  following  things  :— 

(i)  You  have  a  vote  for  9  only  of  the  persons 
named  on  the  paper. 

(2)  You  have  one  vote  only  for  each  of  9  per- 

sons ;  if  you  vote  for  more  than  9,  or 
give  more  than  one  vote  for  any  can- 
didate, your  pap>er  is  spoiled. 

(3)  The  voting  is  secret ;  you  may  without  fear 

record  vour  vote  exactly  as  you  think  fit. 
We   have   made   a   reduced    copy  of   the   voting 
paper  to  show  how  it  would  be  marked  if  you  are 
willing  to  follow  our  advice  in  your  choice  of  Can- 
didates. 

do  not  wait  till  the  latest  possible  day. 
Mark  your  paper  and  return   it  to   Edin- 
burgh AT  ONCK. 


Take  care  to  mark  TrtE  voting  paper  exactly 

AS   directed. 

Do  not  forget  that  your  vote  to-day  will  deter-, 
mine  how  j'ou  will  be  governed  in  your  work  for 
the  next  five  years. 

On  behalf  of  the  Executive, 
J.  M'Gregor-Robertson,  M.A.,  M.B.,  F.R.S.E., 

President. 
M.  Newton  Virtue, 

Hon.  Treasurer. 


IS    A 


TRAINED    NURSE    A 
SERVANT  ? 


DOMESTIC 


GOVERNORS    OF    ST.     THOMAS'    HOSPITAL, 
LONDON,    CLAIM    SHE    IS. 

The  following  Appeal  from  the  Governors  of  St. 
Thomas's  Hi^spital  is  down  for  hearing  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  on  November   i^th  : — 

In  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
King's  Bench  Division. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
Acts  1920  and  192 1 ; 

and 

In  the  matter  of  an  Application  by  the  Mayor  and 
Commonalty  and  Citizens  of  the'  City  of 
London  Governors  of  the  Possessions  Revenues 
and  Goods  of  the  Hospitals  of  Edward  late 
King  of  England  the  Sixth  of  Christ  Bride- 
well and  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle  as  Grovernors 
of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  for  a  Decision  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour; 

and 

In  the  Matter  of  an  Appeal  from  a  decision  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour. 

Notice  of  Appeal. 
Take  Notice  that  the  High  Court  of  Justice  King's 
Bench  Division  at  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice 
Strand  London  will  be  moved  at  the  expira- 
tion of  21  days  from  the  service  upon  you  of 
this  Notice  or  so  soon  thereafter  as  Counsel 
can  be  -heard  by  Counsel  for  the  above  men- 
tioned Governors  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital 
for  an  Order  that  the  decision  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  given  on  the  15th  day  of  September 
1922  whereby  it  was  decided  that  the  employ- 
ment of  Eleanor  LongstafT  Morris  of  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital  London  S.W,  Spinster 
employed  by  the  said  Governors  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ministering  to  the  Sick  and  Poor 
treated  in  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  aforesaid  or 
in  the  Out-patients'  Department  in  the  same 
Hospital  looking  after  the  cleanliness  of  the 
wards  and  making  the  patients'  beds  was 
before  the  ist  July  1922  such  employment  as 
to  make  the  said  Eleanor  I^ongstafT  Morris 
an  employed  person  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Unemployment  Insurance  Acts  1920  and 
192 1  may  be  set  aside  and  that  it  may  be 
decided  and  declared  that  the  said  employment 
of  the  said  Eleanor  LongstafT  Morris  was  not 
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such  an   employment  within   ttie  meaning  of 
the  said  Acts  as  aforesaid. 

And  Further  Take  Notice  that  the  grounds  of  this 
Appeal  are  (amongst  other  grounds)  as 
follows  : — 

1.  That  the  said  Eleanor  Longstaff  Morris  was 
and  is  continuously  and  regularly  employed  in 
ministering  to  the  sick  and  poor  resorting  to  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital  for  treatment,  where  she  is 
charged  with  the  care  of  the  cleanliness  of  the 
wards,  making  the  patients'  beds,  and  rendering 
other  similar  services  of  a  domestic '  nature. 

2.  That  the  duties  performed  by  the  said  Eleanor 
Longstaff  Morris  are  in  every  respect  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  bring  her  within  the  exemption  of 
employment  in  domestic  service  as  laid  down  in 
Part  II  (b)  of  the  First  Schedule  to  the  Unem- 
ployment Act,  1920. 

3.  That  the  said  Grovernors  are  not  carrying  on 
any  trade  or  business  for  the  purpose  of  gain. 

4.  That  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  is  not  a  trade  or 
business. 

Dated  this  28th  day  of  September,   1922. 

(Signed)     Pennington  &  Son, 

Solicitors  for  the   Governors  of 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

To  the  above-named  Eleanor  Longstaff  Morris 
and  the  Minstrv  of  Labour. 


Nurse  representatives  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association  and  the  Professional  Union  of 
Trained   Nurses   will   intervene  and   give  evidence 


LEAGUE     NEWS. 


ST.    BARTHOLOMEW'S   NURSES'    LEAGUE. 

A  General  Meeting  of  the  League  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital  Nurses  will  be  held  in  the 
Clinical  Theatre,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  on 
Saturday,  December  2nd,  at  3  p.m.  The  business 
will  include  the  appointment  of  a  Sub-Editor  of 
League  News  ;  and  to  discuss  a  scheme,  suggested 
by  Mrs.  Hay  ward  («i^e  Rolleston),  for  Commemora- 
tion of  the  Hospital's  Sooth  Anniversary. 

Dr.  Justina  Wilson  will  give  a  short  address 
on  "  Physio-Therapy  in  Cardiac  Conditions  "  ; 
and  after  the  business  meeting  there  will  be  a 
social  gathering  in  the  Great  Hall. 

GLASGOW    ROYAL   INFIRMARY   NURSES' 
LEAGUE. 

The  Reunion  Dinner  of  the  above  League  will 
take  place  at  the  Trades'  House,  Glassford  Street, 
Glasgow,  on  Thursday,  December  7th,  at  7.45  p.m. 

Mrs.  Strong  (Matron,  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary 
from  1879-1885  and  from  1891-1907)  will  be  in 
the  Chair,  and  will  be  supported  by  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fen  wick  (Guest  of  Honour),  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Management  of  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
and  others. 


Tickets,  los.  6d.  each,  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  League,  Royal  Infirmary, 
Glasgow,  and  from  Miss  Stewart,  205,  Bath  Street, 
Glasgow. 

The  Annual  Business  Meeting  will  be  held  at 
6.45  p.m.,  on  December  7th,  in  the  Trades'  House. 
Copies  of  the  first  issue  of  the  League's  Journal 
will  be  on  sale. 

This  should  be  a  most  enjoyable  gathering, 
and  will,  no  doubt,  be  largely  attended. 

ENROLMENT     PARCHMENTS     OF    THE 

TERRITORIAL    ARMY    NURSING 

SERVICE. 

The  Matron-in-Chief,  T.A.N. S.,  wishes  to  draw 
the  attention  of  all  members  of  the  Territorial 
Army  Nursing  Service  to  the  fact  that  they  should 
submit  their  Enrolment  Parchments  to  their 
Principal  Matrons  before  January  ist,  1923,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  initialled  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  4  of  the  instructions  on  the 
parchment. 

MEDALS    FOR    NURSES. 

One  of  the  chief  needs  of  the  King  Edward  VII 
Hospital,  Cardiff,  is  a  suitable  nurses'  home,  the 
establishment  of  which  would  greatly  assist  in 
solving  some  of  the  problems  in  connection  with 
the  management  of  the  institution. 

This  was  the  statement  made  by  Sir  William 
Diamond  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Manage- 
ment at  Cardiff,  when  the  Sir  William  James 
Thomas'  medals  were  presented  to  the  three 
most  proficient  nurses  of  the  year. 

The  award  of  the  medals  was  made  on  the 
examination  results  of  last  year's  training,  and 
Lady  Thomas  made  the  presentation  as  follows  : 
Nurse  Annie  Clara  Reid,  gold  medal ;  Nurse 
Winifred  Edith  M.  Roberts,  silver  medal ;  Nurse 
Mary  Jackson  Laviers,  bronze  medal  ;  while  in 
the  case  of  Nurse  Olive  May  Harris,  who  deserved 
honourable  mention,  the  Chairman  intimated  that 
he  would  have  pleasure  in  giving  her  a  gift  in 
recognition  of  the  position  she  had  gained. 

THE     PROFESSIONAL     UNION     OF 
TRAINED     NURSES. 

The  Social  Club  of  the  Professional  Union  of 
Trained  Nurses  are  giving  a  dance  at  the  Holborn 
Hall  (late  Holborn  Town  Hall),  on  November  30th, 
from  7  till  12  p.m.  ;    fancy  dress  optional. 

A  prize  will  be  given  for  the  best  fancy  dress 
costing  5s.  or  under. 

CONGRATULATIONS. 

Congratulations  to  the  retiring  Lord  Mayor  and 
Lady  Mayoress  of  London.  The  King  has 
approved  that  the  dignity  of  a  Baronetcy  of  the 
United  Kingdom  be  conferred  on  Sir  John  James 
Baddeley. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 


Children's  Hospital,  Birtningtiatn.  —  Miss  Edith 
Cockeram  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  in  Children's  nursing  at  the  Birmingham 
Children's,  and  in  General  Nursing  at  the  Birmingham 
General,  Hospital,  and  in  Maternity  Nursing  at  the 
Brighton  and  Hove  Hospital  for  Women,  and  has  been 
Ward  Sister,  Home  Sister,  Assistant  Matron  and 
Deputy  Matron  at  the  Birmingham  General  Hospital. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Maidenhead.^Miss  Theresa  F. 
Sephton  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  Blackburn  and  East  Lancashire  Infirmary 
and  has  been  Deputy  Matron  at  the  Borough  Sana- 
torium, St.  Helens,  and  Matron  of  the  District  Hos- 
pital, Dunstable. 

Bramcote  Sanatorium,  near  Nuneaton. — ^Miss  Jenny 
Dick  Murray  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Wameford  Hospital,  Leamington,  and 
at  Heathcote  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and  has 
held  the  following  posts  :  Night  Sister,  Wameford 
Hospital ;  Medical  and  Surgical  Sister  and  private 
Nursing  Staff,  R.S.C.  Hospital,  Brighton  ;  Territorial 
Force  Nursing  Service,  Birmingham,  and  Salonika, 
1 91 4- 1 91 9  ;  and  Matron,  Exhall  Temporary  Sana- 
torium for  Tuberculosis,  near  Coventry. 

SISTER  TUTOR. 

Bethnal  Green  Hospital,  Cambridge  Road,  E.  2.— Miss 
Margaret  A.  Conway,  A.R.R.C.,  Registered  Nurse,  has 
been  appointed  Sister  Tutor.  She  was  trained  at 
Mercer's  Hospital,  Dublin,  and  has  been  Staff  Nurse 
at  the  South  Eastern  Hospital  (M.A.B.),  Sister  in  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve, 
and  has  also  had  experience  of  Private  Nursing.  She 
has  passed  through  the  Sister  Tutors'  Course  at  King's 
College. 

SUPERINTENDENT    NURSE. 

Union  Infirmary,  Leigh,  Lanes. — -Miss  Ethel  Fair- 
clough  has  been  appointed  Superintendent  Nurse.  She 
was  trained  at  Ecclesall  Bierlow  Union  Infirmary, 
where  she  was  afterwards  Charge  Nurse.  She  has  also 
been  Charge  Sister,  Night  Sister,  Night  Superintendent. 
Home  Sister,  and  Second  Assistant  Matron  at  the 
Salford  Union  Infirmary. 

NIGHT  SISTER  AND  HOME  SISTER. 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. — Miss  H.  A. 
Simpson  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister  and  Home 
Sister  alternately.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Leicester,  and  has  been  Theatre  Sister  and 
Ward  Sister  at  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Blackpool,  and 
Sister  of  the  Pensioners'  Ward  at  the  North  Middlesex 
Hospital,  Edmonton,  and  has  worked  as  a  member  of 
the  Territorial  Army  Nursing  Service. 

NIGHT    SISTER. 

Stamford,  Rutland  and  General  Infirmary,  Stamford.— 

Miss  H.  M.  Hobbs  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Stratford-on-Avon  Hospital, 
and  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Derby,  and  has  acted  as 
Sister. 

WOMAN    HEALTH    VISITOR. 

Metropolitan  Borough  of  Paddington. — ^Miss  Enid 
Alice  Sybil  Davies  has  been  appointed  Woman  Health 
Visitor.  She  was  trained  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London, 
and  has  been  Sister  in  a  Royal  Air  Force  Hospital,  and 
has  worked  in  connection  with  a  War  Office  Welfare 
Department,  has  done  Infant  Welfare  Work  in  Serbia 
in  connection  with  the  Serbian  Relief  Fund,  as  Sister 
in  the  Hayes  Munition  Factory,  and  as  School  Nurse 
under  the  London  County  Council. 


QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE 
FOR     NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Louisa  K.  Twidell  is  appointed  to  Silvertown, 
as  Senior  Nurse;  Miss  Margaret  B.  Acheson,  to 
Sunderland;  Miss  Elsie  Blackburn,  to  Tonbridge ; 
Miss  Olive  Hemingway,  to  Reading;  Miss  Winifred 
Le  Couteur,  to  Norton  ;  Miss  Violet  Price,  to  Croydon  ; 
Miss  Beatrice  Radford,  to  Rainworth ;  Miss  Letitia 
WilUams,  to  West  Ridiiig  Training  Home. 


WEST     MIDDLESEX     HOSPITAL, 
ISLEWORTH. 

Nurses'  League. 
The  Matron  cordially  invites  all  past  nurses  to 
the  Winter  Reunion,  to  be  held  on  Saturday, 
November  25th,  1922.  Tea,  3  to  5  p.m.;  dinner, 
7  p.m.  It  is  hoped  all  past  nurses  will  make  a 
special  effort  to  attend.  A  limited  number  of 
those  coming  from  a  distance  can  be  accommo- 
dated for  the  night  if  previous  application  is 
made  to  the  Matron. 


THE    ROYAL    SANITARY    INSTITUTE. 

LECTURES  ON  TROPICAL  HYGIENE. 

A  short  series  of  Lectures  on  Tropical  Hygiene 
in  its  relation  to  the  Public  Health  Service,  primar- 
ily intended  for  Sanitary  Inspectors,  will  be  held 
at  9c,  Buckingham  Palace  Road,  S.W.,  on  the 
following  dates,  at  4  p.m.  Monday,  November 
20th  :  "  The  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Tropics," 
by  Dr.  Andrew  Balfour,  C.B.,  C.M.G..  &c.' ; 
chairman,  Sir  Ronald  Ross,  K.C.B.  Tuesday, 
November  21st  :  "  Hookworm  Disease  and  the 
^Method  of  Controlling  it,"  by  Lieut.-Col.  W.  Wesley 
Clemensha,  CLE.  ;  Chairman,  Sir  Havelock 
Charles,  G.C.V.O.,  M.D.  Wednesday,  November 
22nd  :'  "  Parasitic  Worms  and  their  Migrations," 
by  Professor  R.  T.  Leifer,  D.Sc,  M.D.  ;  chairman, 
Major-Gen.  Sir  William  B.  Leishman,  K.C.M.g! 
Thursday,  November  23rd  :  "  Flies  and  Mosqui- 
toes," by  Lieut.-Col.  H.  J.  Walton,  M.D.  ;  chair- 
man, Col.  A.  W.  Alcock,  CLE.  Friday,  November 
24th  :  "  Malaria  and  other  Diseases,"  by  Dr. 
H.  B.  G.  Newham,  C.M.G.  ;  chairman.  Sir  J. 
Kingston  Fowler,  K.C.V.O. 


ANOTHER     HANDSOME     LEGACY 
FOR    A    NURSE. 

Mr.  Tom  Robinson  Taylor,  M.D.,  B.Sc,  F.R.C.S., 
of  Oaklands,  Methley,  Yorks,  who  died  on  Sep- 
tember 8th,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  ;^io,ii3, 
with  net  personalty  ;^io,oii. 

The  testator  left  ;^2,ooo  to  Kate  Sinclair,  nurse, 
and  ;^400  in  trust  for  her  benefit. 


WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

"  There  is  no  woman's  question  which  is  worth 
anything  which  is  not  a  man's  question." 

— Right  Hon.  A.  Bonar  Law. 
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OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 

Since  from  the  Members'  Gallery  in  the  "  Com- 
mons "  we  watched  Lady  Astor  deliberately  walk 
out  of  the  House  when  a  question  of  the  utmost 
moment  to  the  Nursing  Profession  was  down 
for  discussion,  when  the  late  Minister  of  Health 
thrust  through  Parliament  Rules  cutting  at  the 
root  of  right  and  jus\:ice  for  nurses,  and  when  we 
failed  to  locate  Mrs.  Wintringham  in  the  House  at 
all,  although  both  ladies  had  been  instructed  on 
the  question,  we  have  had  our  doubts  if,  after  all, 
rich  and  leisured  women  really  grasp  under- 
lying economic  principles,  where  the  workers  of 
their  sex  are  concerned.  Anyway,  all  the  time  we 
have  had  to  spare  for  election  work — and  it  is 
not  much — has  been  hall-marked  for  Major 
Barnett,  who  did  our  profession  invaluable  service 
during  the  last  Parliament. 

We  do  sincerely  regret,  however,  that  Mrs. 
Ogilvie  Gordon  has  withdrawn  from  contesting 
Canterbury,  action  taken,  we  believe,  in  the 
interest  of  the  National  Liberal  Party.  Mrs. 
Ogilvie  Gordon  is  a  brilliant,  understanding 
woman,  who,  we  feel  sure,  would  have  made  an 
admirable  Member  of  Parliament,  and  would  have 
championed  just  conditions  for  nurses  and  been 
found  in  her  seat  when  their  interests  were  under 
discussion.  _______ 

By  request  of  the  Catholic  Women's  Suffrage 
Society,  the  8.30  Mass  in  the  Lady  Chapel  of 
Westminster  Cathedral  will  be  offered  on  polling 
day,  November  15th,  "  to  beg  divine  guidance  for 
men  and  women  electors." 


"NO    GLORY    GREAT    ENOUGH    .    .    ." 

The  following  "  In  Memoriam  "  notice  appeared 

in  the  Times  on  November  2nd  : — 

ALL  SOULS. — To  the  glorious  and  immortal 

memory  of  The  First  Seven  Divisions,  Mons 

to  Ypres,  1914- 

Oh,  little  Force,  that  in  your  agony 
Stood  fast  while  England  girt  her  armour  on. 
Held  high  our  honour  in  your  wounded  hands. 
Carried  our  honour  safe  with  bleeding  feet. 
We  have  no  glory  great  enough  for  you. 
****** 

Oh,  little  mighty  Force,  your  way  is  ours, 
This  land  inviolate  vour  monument. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

November  nth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Lecture  by 
Dr.  Helen  Hanson  on  "  Women  and  the  Ministry 
of  the  Church."     3  p.m. 

November  lyth.  —  Meeting  General  Nursing 
Council,  Ministry  of  Health,  Whitehall.     2.30  p.m. 

November  25th. — ^West  Middlesex  Hospital,  Isle- 
worth,  Nurses'  League  Winter  Re-union.  Tea 
3  to  5  p.m.  ;    Dinner  7  p.m. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE    PRESTIGE    OF    PRIVATE    NURSING. 

AN     APPEAL    TO    PRIVATE     NURSES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  was  present  at  the  Meeting, 
on  November  2nd,  at  ir,  Chandos  Street,  London, 
to  hear  the  Election  Addresses  of  Independent 
Candidates  nominated  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  and  with  many 
private  nurses  present  was  astounded  to  learn,  in 
reply  to  a  question  from  a  member  of  the  audience 
that  at  the  Meeting  recently  held  at  St.  Thomas' 
Hospital  to  nominate  members  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  for  every  seat,  that  the  lady 
selected  to  represent  the  great  body  of  Private 
Nurses  throughout  England  and  Wales  was  an 
Uncertificated  Nurse  partly  trained  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Edinburgh  ! 

I  have  seldom  addressed  a  communication  to 
the  Press,  but  am  now  urged  to  do  so  in  support 
of  the  prestige  of  Private  Nursing,  and  in  repudia- 
tion of  the  contempt  with  which  it  has  been 
treated  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  It  is  now 
twenty-nine  years  since  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Society  was  founded  on  co-operative  principles, 
so  that  nurses  trained  for  a  complete  course  of 
three  years  and  certificated  in  General  Hospitals 
might  associate  themselves  together  in  private 
practice,  giving  to  the  public  and  the  medical 
profession  the  guarantee  of  the  best  training 
procurable  tested  by  examination,  and  securing 
their  own  fees  less  a  small  percentage  for  manage- 
ment. Many  other  Private  Nurses'  Societies  are 
now  working  in  London  and  throughout  the 
country  on  these  high  professional  and  ethical 
standards,  and  apparently  it  remains  for  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  to  depreciate  the  prestige 
of  Private  Nursing  by  nominating  as  good  enough 
to  represent  us  on  our  Governing  Body,  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  a  partly  trained  and 
uncertificated  nurse  ! 

I  ask,  what  are  the  Private  Nurses  (to  whom 
one  seat  has  been  secured  on  the  G.N.C.)  going  to 
do  about  it  ?  Are  they  going  to  stand  aside  and 
permit  the  College  to  inflict  this  grave  injury  upon 
the  status  of  our  branch  of  nursing  work,  or  are 
they  going  to  co-operate  and  prevent  it  ?  I 
sincerely  hope  thej'  will  take  the  latter  course, 
and  if  I  can  be  any  help  to  them  in  this  crisis  my 
services  are  at  their  disposal. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  inform  the  Private  Nursing 
world  that  Miss  Alice  Cattell,  holding  a  certificate 
for  three  years'  training  at  St.  George's  Hospital, 
London,  has  been  nominated  as  an  Independent 
Candidate  for  the  Private  Nurses'  seat  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council.  Miss  Cattell  was  nomi- 
nated as  a  Member  of  the  first  Council  by 
Dr.   Addison,   and  has  faithfully  done   her   duty 
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to  her  profession  under  very  difficult  conditions 
during  her  term  of  office.  Miss  Cattell  remained 
at  the  post  of  duty  when  the  majority  of  the 
Council,  without  reason^given,  absented  them- 
selves from  meetings  ifg^  ten  weeks,  and  thus 
failed  to  perform  the  public  duties  they  had 
undertaken  upon  our  behalf. 

I  find  upon  enquiry  that  Miss  Cattell's 
vote  has  invariably  been  recorded  in  support  of 
justice  to  the  profession  as  a  whole  ;  she  was  in 
the  minority  in  opposing  the  proposal  of  the 
Gjllege  Matrons  and  Dr.  Goodall  to  deprive  us 
of  the  record  of  our  Certificates  on  the  published 
State  Register.  She  voted  for  Mrs.  Fenwick's 
amended  First  Schedule  to  include  the  record  of 
Certificates,  to  which  the  Minister  agreed.  She 
voted  against  Miss  Cox-Davies'  Instruction  to 
deprive  the  Registration  Committee  of  the  right 
to  scrutinise  applications  and  references  for  regis- 
tration unless  permitted  to  do  so  by  the  Registrar  ! 
She  voted  against  Dr.  Goodall's  Rule  9  (a),  designed 
to  give  preferential  treatment  to  members  of  the 
College,  when  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Statutory  Council 
to  maintain  strict  impartiality.  She  voted  against 
Miss  Coulton's  Rule  43  {2),  designed  to  remove  a 
Registered  Nurse  from  the  Chair  of  the  Registra- 
tion Committee,  and  substitute  a  medical  man, 
with  the  result  that  our  nurses  no  longer  have  the 
signature  of  a  nurse  member  of  their  Council  on 
their  Certificate,  "  to  take  and  use  the  title  of 
Registered  Nurse,"  but  it  is  endorsed  by  two 
medical  men,  thus  establishing  a  most  unpro- 
fessional precedent.  What  Private  Nurse  would 
value  her  Certificate  of  Training  unless  it  was 
signed  by  the  Matron  ?  And  what  high-class 
Co-operation  would  admit  her  to  membership 
without  it  ? 

Under  unprofessional  '  control  none  of  the 
privileges  Parliament  granted  us  in  our  Regis- 
tration Act  have  materialised. 

No  Syllabus  of  prescribed  training  is  yet  in  force. 
No  Register  published.  No  protected  Badge. 
No  protected  Uniform.  The  question  of  the  use  of 
0  titular  letters  after  our  names,  a  privilege  enjoyed 
by  every  Registered  Nurse  throughout  the  worla, 
is  being  opposed  by  the  reactionary  element  which 
dominates  the  Registered  Nurses'  governing  body, 
and  has  stultified  all  its  work. 

Other  wrongs  Miss  Cattell  has  helped  to  avert 
by  her  vote,  and  to  everything  of  value  that  has 
been  secured  she  has  given  her  support. 

I  claim,  therefore.  Miss  Cattell  has  earned  the 
support  of  all  Private  Nurses  throughout  the 
country  ;  and  I  ask  that  by  their  votes  at  the 
coming  Election  Private  Nurses  will  send  to 
represent  their  most  responsible  branch  of  nursing 
on  the  Council,  a  fully-trained  certificated  nurse, 
who  has  proved  that  .she  has  the  courage  of  her 
opinions  where  the  government  of  Registered 
Nurses  by  Registered  Nurses  is  concerned. 

Thousands  of  nurses  of  independent  spirit  have 
refused  to  register  and  place  themselves  under  the 
control  of  the  present  Council — a  mistake,  in  my 
opinion  ;    but  let  me  urge  those  who  have  a  vote 


to   use   it  righteously  and  not  expediently  at  the 
coming  Election. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Sophia  S.  Carxwright, 

Registered  Nurse 
(Sister  Secretary,  Registered  Nurses'  Society, 
Cert.,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hosp.). 

KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

"  The  Excommunication  of  Vital  Energy 
Making  for  Progress  ! " 

E.  S.  M.,  Swansea. — Out  of  curiosity  I  attended 
a  political  meeting  recently  in  this  town  addressed 
by  our  late  Minister  of  Health.  He  apparently 
vibrated  with  the  purest  Liberalism.  One  state- 
ment which  he  made  interested  me  vastly.  He 
said  "  The  country  needs  vital  energy,  and  yet 
there  are  people  so  foolish  as  to  wish  to  excom- 
municate the  man  who  represented  the  vital 
energy  making  for  progress."  I  longed  to  ask 
him  how  about  his  attack  upon  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  his  attempt  to  excommunicate  the. 
one  woman  in  our  profession  who  represents 
"  the  vital  energy  making  for  progress."  Also  he 
said,  "  If  Liberalism  dies,  Socialism  will  be  the 
only  progressive  force,  and  Socialism  would  be  a 
disaster  to  this  or  any  other  country.  That  is 
why  I  think  the  future  of  the  Liberal  Party  is 
vital,  and  must  remain  in  the  future,  as  in  the 
past,  the  refuge  of  sane  reform."  Does  Sir  Alfred 
Mond  consider  it  "  sane  reform  "  to  threaten  to 
repeal  the  Nurses  Registration  Act,  when  it  cost 
us  working  women  thousands  of  pounds  to  obtain 
this  lever  for  professional  reform  ? 


WHERE    TO    REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 

England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N.W. 

Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  references  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION    QUESTIONS. 

November  2^th. — Why  is  the  purity  of  milk 
and  the  clean  handling  and  distribution  of  milk  of 
vital  importance  to  the  nation  ?  What  points 
are  of  special  importance  in  this  connection  ? 


NOTICE. 

We  have  received  many  complaints  that  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  cannot  be  pro- 
cured through  certain  newsagents.  We,  there- 
fore, advise  nurses  requiring  copies  of  recent 
issues,  and  also  of  the  current  issue,  to  obtain 
them  direct  from  the  Press  Printers,  Ltd.,  6g, 
Long  Acre,  London,  W.C.2,  or  from  the  Manager, 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.i. 
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The   Mid\irife. 


THE    INFANTS'   HOSPITAL,    VINCENT 
SQUARE. 


Great  developments  are  taking  place  at  the 
Infants'  Hospital  just  now.  With  the  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Eric  Pritchard  as  Medical  Director 
the  work  of  the  Hospital  is  being  extended  and 
re-organised  in  order  that  it  may  not  only  be 
thoroughly  up-to-date  as  a  centre  for  the  treatment 
of  infants  suffering  from  malnutrition,  but  also 
afford  the  best  possible  training  for  nurses,  health 
visitors  and  possibly,  later,  midwives  and  matern- 
ity nurses,  in  the  management  of  sick  babies. 

One  of  the  developments  of  special  interest  is 
that  efforts  are  being  made  to  enable  the  Hospital 
to  co-operate  with  the  many  Welfare  Centres, 
Day  Nurseries  and  Infants'  Homes  in  London  in 
such  a  way  that  infants  attending  them,  or  resident 
in  them,  may  be  sent  to  the  Out-Patient  Depart- 
ment of  the  Hospital  for  expert  advice  ;  or,  if 
necessary,  admission  to  the  wards.  Those  who 
have  experienced  the  difficulties  and  inconveni- 
ences so  often  attendant  on  securing  individual 
treatment  for  such  cases  in  the  out-patient  depart  ■ 
ment  of  our  large  hospitals  wiU  appreciate  these 
new  facilities  offered  in  Vincent  Square.  If  the 
Medical  Officers  or  Superintendents  of  Day  Nurs- 
eries will  send  with  their  cases  detailed  notes  and 
particulars  of  each  patient,  a  written  report  will 
be  returned  with  suggestions  for  treatment ;  or, 
if  required,  the  child  can  continue  to  attend  as  an 
out-patient  for  treatment,  or  be  admitted  to  the 
wards  of  the  Hospital.  It  will  interest  those 
working  in  Day  Nurseries  to  learn  that  children 
are  now  admitted  up  to  the  age  of  five  years. 

One  of  the  chief  features  of  the  re-organisation 
of  the  Hospital  will  be  the  provision  of  separate 
wardlets  for  young  babies,  each  with  the  individual 
service  of  its  own  nurse.  It  is  well-known  by 
those  who  have  had  experience  in  the  institutional 
treatment  of  young  infants  that  the  reason  why 
the  mass  method  of  treatment  is  seldom  a  success 
is  because  young  infants,  hke  young  animals, 
cannot  be  reared  successfully  in  masses  ;  they 
require  space,  isolation  and  individual  attention. 
These  most  important  elements  will  be  provided 
at  the  Infants'  Hospital  by  means  of  some  i8 
small  wardlets  arranged  to  contain  either  one  or 
two  infants.  The  difficulty  of  providing  sufficient 
nurses  for  this  system  will  be  overcome  in  this 
manner  :  Student-probationers  will  be  specially 
trained  to  work  in  the  wardlets,  and  these  pro- 
bationers will  be  required  to  pay  a  fee  for  their 
training,  so  that  a  full  staff  of  nurses,  and  an 
excellent  training  for  probationers  will  be  provided 
at  comparatively  little  cost  to  the  Hospital. 

Another  feature  will  be  the  admission  of  nursing 
mothers  along  with  their  babies  ;  it  is  hoped  in 
this   way   that  not   only  will   mother   and   child 


benefit  but  that  a  supplementary  supply  of  breast 
milk  will  be  obtainable  for  other  wasting  infants 
whose  very  lives  may  be  dependent  on  the  provision 
of  nature's  most  perfect  food.  Courses  are  now 
being  arranged  at  the  Hospital  for  three,  six,  nine, 
twelve  and  twenty-four  months'  duration  for  health 
visitors  and  others  who  require  to  obtain  a  know- 
ledge of  the  most  up-to-date  methods  of  feeding 
and  managing  young  infants.  For  this  purpose 
the  services  of  a  very  experienced  resident  medical 
tutor  have  been  secured.  All  communications  and 
inquiries  in  connection  with  the  proposed  courses 
should  be  directed  to  the  Matron  of  the  Hospital. 

Eve  Erleigh. 

CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 


At  the  October  Examination  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  held  in  London  and  the  Pro- 
vinces, 658  candidates  were  examined  and  496 
passed  the  examiners.  The  percentage  of  failures 
was  24" 6. 

A  POST-WAR  PROBLEM  FOR  SOLUTION. 


Dr.  J.  S.  Fairbairn,  F.R.C.S.,  F.R.C.P.,  writing 
in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  on  "A  Post- War 
Problem  for  Solution  :  Death  in  Childbirth,"  says: 

In  view  of  the  reluctance  of  experienced  prac- 
titioners to  undertake  midwifery  and  the  adver- 
tisements of  practices  made  attractive  by  the 
announcement  that  there  is  little  or  no  midwifery, 
it  is  clear  that  the  best  medical  supervision  cannot 
be  secured  if  too  much  time  and  service  is  taken 
up  by  attendance  on  normal  labour,  and,  hence, 
the  better  plan  would  be  the  hospital  method  of 
leaving  that  attendance  to  competent  midwives. 
Every  doctor  in  family  practice  should  have  a  list 
of  such  midwives,  reserved  for  attendance  on 
labour  and  not  employed  as  monthly  nurses. 

Until  a  more  thorough  investigation  of  the 
causes  of  the  continued  high  maternal  mortality, 
especially  from  septic  infection,  shows  the  way 
more  clearly,  the  points  on  which  this  country 
can  immediately  concentrate  are  much  the  same 
as  the  recommendations  of  the  N.Z.  Committee. 
They  may  be  placed  in  order  of  importance  as  : — 

(i)  The  improved  training  in  midwifery  of 
medical  practitioners  and  midwives,  including  the 
provision  of  post-graduate  and  refresher  courses. 

(2)  The  elimination  of  all  untrained  services  on 
the  woman  in  labour. 

(3)  Further  provision  of  hospitals  and  special 
obstetrical    experience    for    complicated    cases. 

(4)  The  inspection  and  supervision  of  all  hos- 
pitals and  homes  for  lying-in  women. 

(5)  The  more  thorough  notification  and  investi- 
gation of  all  cases  of  childbed  infection. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

TMH  MMHSIIKI  MBCOUP 
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EDITORIAL. 


15    A    TRAINED    NURSE    A    DOMESTIC 
SERVANT? 

COLLAPSE  OF  APPEAL  OF  ST.  THOMAS'S    HOSPITAL, 

We  are  officially  informed  that  the  Appeal 
of  the  Governors  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital 
that  their  senior  Staff  Nurse  should  have  been 
exempted  from  unemployment  insurance  before 
July,  1922,  because  shie  is  a  domestic  servant, 
as  she  supervises  the  cleanliness  of  wards  and 
the  makings  of  beds,  has  been  withdrawn,  and 
was  therefore  not  considered  in  the  Higfh 
Courts  on  Wednesday. 

Better  late  than  never. 

And  once  more  the  profession  of  Nursing 
has  to  thank  the  independent  orgfanisations  of 
nurses  for  avertings  a  very  gfrave  injury  to  its 
professional  status. 

Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association ;  Miss  M.  F.  Rimmer,  National 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses ;  and  Miss  E.  Maude 
MacCallum,  Professional  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses,  were  instructed  by  their  orgfanisations 
to  intervene  ag^ainst  the  Appeal  of  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  and  to  prove  that  since 
the  Nursingf  Profession  has  been  granted  legal 
status  by  Act  of  Parliament  it  is  a  legally 
constituted  profession,  on  a  similar  basis  to 
that  of  medicine. 

What  have  the  members  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  done  to  maintain  the  status  of 
their  profession  in  this  connection?  So  far  as 
we  know  they  have  taken  no  concerted  action, 
and  although  we  have  received  many  letters  of 
indignant  protest  from  nurses  we  have  no 
evidence  before  us  that  any  of  the  writers  are 
members  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 
Apparently,  as  usual,  its  members  are  content 
to  allow  their  male  Executive  Officers  to  take 


action  upon  a  question  affecting  their  profes- 
sional and  economic  condition. 

We  grant  that  the  College  Council,  which 
is  presumably  its  Governing  Body,  was  placed 
in  an  exceedingly  invidious  position  in  this 
matter  from  Sir  Arthur  Stanley  holding  the 
dual  position  of  Chairman  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  Treasurer  of  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  which  proves  our  contention,  once 
more,  that  until  the  nurses  govern  their  own 
Associations,  free  of  lay  control,  they  will  con- 
tinually find  their  interests  ignored  when  they 
do  not  coincide  with  the  economic  advantage 
of  their  employers. 

WHY   RULE    9  (A)  WAS    THRUST   THROUGH 
PARLIAMENT. 

We  have  always  maintained  that  Dr. 
Goodall's  Rule  9  (a) — which  was  ultra  vires 
(because  the  Scottish  Council  had  not  agreed 
with  it)  when  thrust  through  Parliament  by 
Sir  Alfred  Mond,  late  Minister  of  Health — was 
designed  to  pack  the  Council  at  the  forth- 
coming Election  of  Direct  Representatives  to 
the  General  Nursing  Council  of  England  and 
Wales,  and  we  hope  that  the  Nursing  Profes- 
sion will  realise  how  it  is  fulfilling  the  object 
of  its  promoters. 

Responsibility  in  connection  with  the  Statu- 
tory Register  should  be  entrusted  to  the 
officials  of  the  Council,  but  Rule  9  (a)  provides 
that  this  responsibility  shall  be  shared,  quite 
unconstitutionally,,  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 

We  understand  that  a  meeting  of  the 
College  Council  was  held  at  the  Cowdray  Club, 
and  its  nominees  for  the  General  Nursing 
Council  decided  upon.  The  nominated  candi- 
dates were  then  advised  to  ask  their  colleagues 
for  support,  and  to  write  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  College — not  to  the  Registrar  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council — for  the  names  of 
Registered  Nurses  in,  or  trained  at,  the  insti- 
tutions at  which  they  are  Matrons,  and  further 
that  the  Matrons  should  appeal  to  these  nurses 
to  support  College  candidates.  Rule  9  (a) 
having  given  the  College  Secretary  knowledge 
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of  the  electorate,  whilst — owing^  to  the  State 
Register  not  having  been  published — Indepen- 
dent Candidatesi  for  election  are  deprived  of 
knowing-  the  name^s  and  addresses  of  their 
electorate. 

When  we  realise  that  when  a  Matron  urges 
a  certain  course  a  nurse  may  consider  it  ex- 
pedient to  acquiesce,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
scheme  of  the  subtle  brain  on  the  College 
Council  which  conceived  Rule  9  (a)  is  working 
out  according  to  plan,  and  the  result  of  it  is 
the  coercion  of  subordinate  nurses  by  their 
superior  officers,  and  a  systematic  attempt  to 
pack  the  Governing  Body  of  the  Nursing  Pro^ 
fession  by  a  College  Caucus. 


OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT  ARE  THE  DUTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES  OF 
A  REGISTERED  NURSE  IN  REQARD  TO  THE  FORTH- 
COMINQ  ELECTIONS  OF  DIRECT  REPRESENTATIVES 
FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES.  SCOTLAND,  OR  IRELAND? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  S.  F.  Rossiter,  Sisters'  Quarters, 
Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Haslar. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  first  duty  of  every  nurse  eligible  to  vote 
is  to  place  a  true  valuation  on  the  power  it 
bestows.  Those  who  have  watched  at  various 
stages  of  the  thirty  years'  campaign  which 
gave  us  this  power  will  not  underrate  it,  and 
now  is  their  opportunity  to  give  the  victory  to 
those  who  have  stood  by  their  principles  in 
the  interest  of  those  about  to  vote.  There  are 
many  among  the  electorate  who  have  chafed 
at  the  delay  and  unbusinesslike  methods  pre- 
vailing in  the  present  Council ;  before  they 
condemn  any  particular  section  it  is  their  duty 
toi  look  back  with  an  open  mind  on  the  work 
of  the  Council  during  its  term  of  office,  then 
to  look  intO'  the  various  departmentsi,  and  find 
out  who  has  been  or  should  have  been  respon- 
sible for  that  work.  Next  they  must  compare 
that  work  with  the  duties  possible  under  the 
Act  entrusted  to  them,  first  by  the  pioneers  of 
State  Registration,  secondly  by  the  thousands 
of  nurses  to  whom  the  Act  belongs  and  who 
finance  its  working,  and  last  but  not  least  by 
Dr.  Addison,  who  in  good  faith  nominated 
sixteen  members  of  the  Council  to  carry  out 
the  obligations  of  the  Act.  If  after  an  honest 
survey  of  the  actions  of  all  members  of  the 
Council  the  voter  has  any  doubt  who  the  de- 
faulters are,  let  her  ask  this  question.  What 
is  the  primary  object  of  State  Registration  for 
nurses?     The   answer  is  the   same  to-day   as 


thirty  years  ago  (and  the  need  has  not  les- 
sened with  time)  :  the  elevation  of  the  status 
of  the  Nursing  Profession.  How  can  State 
Registration  attain  this?  (i)  By  raising  the 
standard  of  training ;  (2)  by  protecting  the 
public  from  the  unqualified  and  semi-trained  ; 
(3)  t)y  protecting  the  fully  qualified  nurse  from 
competition  with  the  cheaper  amateur  element. 

Surely,  now,  the  survey  will  not  have  proved 
in  vain.  The  band  of  members  who  have  stood 
by  these  principles  have  certainly  been  respon- 
sible for  some  of  the  delay  in  the  work  of  the 
Council  because  they  have  refused  to  sink 
their  principles,  because  they  have  refused  to 
be  party  to  unconstitutional  methods,  and  be- 
cause now,  as  always.  State  Registration 
means  the  uplift  of  their  profession.  It  is 
therefore  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the 
profession  to  support  the  true  State  Registra- 
tionists. 

I  am,  of  course,  aware  that  a  vast  number  of 
nurses  will  not  be  able  to  take  the  foregoing 
survey.  Many  from  apathy  are  ignorant  of 
much  that  has  happened  during  the  past ; 
others  have  thrown  themselves  wholeheartedly 
into  the  pursuance  of  the  practical  side  of 
their  profession  to  the  utter  exclusion  of  its 
political  life ;  again,  others  have  been  satisfied 
to  be  governed  by  anyone  as  long  as  they 
"jogged  along."  The  majority  of  these  will 
have  registered  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
true  policy  of  State  Registration  ;  the  value  of 
their  vote  will  not  be  realised  until  too  late, 
unless  their  sense  of  duty  and  loyalty  to  their 
colleagues  wakens  them  to  a  realisation  of 
personal  responsibility.  Some  may  think  that 
ignorance  justifies  abstinence  from  voting  :  is 
it  just  to  waste  that  which  has  cost  others 
years  of  toil?  Others  may  deem  it  wiser 
to  vote  for  "matron,"  or  the  candidate 
"  matron  "  supports.  Many  will  feel  that 
certain  candidates  must  be  safe  because  they 
are  recommended  and  supported  by  well- 
known  names  in  the  nursing  world.  To  all 
these  would-be  voters  I  say  :  "Be  true,  to 
thine  own  self  be  true,  and  it  must  follow,  as 
the  night  the  day,  thou  canst  not  then  be  false 
to  anv  man." 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  E.  P. 
Robinson,    Miss   M.    Gooding,    Miss    R.    Mac- 

pherson. 

QUESTION    FOR    NEXT  WEEK. 

W"hv  is  the  purity  of  milk,  and  the  clean 
handling  and  distribution  of  milk,  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  nation  ?  What  points  are  of 
special  importance  in  this  connection? 


November  i8,  1922     dbc  Bcitisb  Souriial  Of  IRurstUQ 


3" 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


Please  read  our  back  cover  pag^e. 


Now  that  so  many  nurses  who  have  the 
energy  to  insist  upon  being  placed  on  the 
Parliamentary  Register  have  votes,  they 
naturally  take  much  more  interest  in  citizen- 
ship and  its  responsibilities  than  they  did  in 
the  past,  and  we  know  of  quite  a  number  of 
elections  in  which  they  have  taken  a  hand. 
In  the  future  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parlia- 
mentary Council  intends  to  organise  a  School 
for  Stateswomen,  so  that  Registered  Nurses 
may  bring  influence  to  bear  on  Nursiing  and 
Health  questions  in  Parliament. 


Unhappily  we  go  to  press  on  Wednesday, 
so  that  the  result  of  the  nurses'  election  cam- 
paigns in  North-Wesit  St.  PancraS,  in  St. 
George's,  Westminster,  and  in  Swansea  can- 
not be  announced  till  next  week,  but  we  hope 
their  work  will  have  helped  to  return  Major 
Barnett  to  Parliament,  where  he  has  proved 
himself  a  most  disinterested  friend  to  our  pro- 
fession. Anyway,  the  experience  in  elec- 
tioneering has  been  of  very  great  value  to  the 
nurses  who  took  part  in  it,  and  they  have  the 
satisifaction  of  knowing  that  they  have  done 
their  duty  as  good  citizens. 


The  general  opinion  is  that  the  Victory  Ball 
at  the  Albert  Hall,  promoted  in  the  name  of 
the  Nation's  Nurses,  last  week  (of  course, 
contrary  to  their  wishes)  was  a  frost  so  far  as 
"  quality  "  was  concerned.  Cinema  stars  and 
the  plutocracy  who  made  up  the  company  were 
delighted  to  "help  the  poor  nurses"  by 
appearing  in  the  most  costly  costumes,  led  by 
Lady  Cowdray  in  a  gown  of  rose  and  silver, 
which  the  press  informed  a  breathless  public 
"  took  three  years  to  make,"  and  which  won 
the  first  prize  !     It  would. 

■How  grateful  we  poor  old  paupers  ought  to 
be  to  these  our  Patronesses. 

But  are  we? 


We  learn  there  is  keen  competition  for  the 
Matronships  at  the  University  College  Hospital 
and  the  Royal  Free  Hospital.  It  is  not  often 
that  these  desirable  appointments  are  vacant. 
Pensions  of  ;(j25o  per  annum  have,  we  are 
informed,  been  granted  by  the  Committees  to 
the  retiring  Matrons. 


From  a  letter  before  us  we  are  led  to 
believe  that  Hospital  Committees  and  Boards 
of  Guardians  have  deputed  this  responsibility 
to  the  managers  of  the  College. 

Upon  inquiry  at  one  hospital,  we  are  in- 
formed that  "  any  such  claim  by  the  College 
officials  is  absolutely  unjustifiable."  So  the 
"  free  "  Matrons  may  breathe  again,  and  need 
not  be  fobbed  off  from  applying  for  positions 
upon  this  misleading  suggestion  ! 


On  the  plinth  of  the  statue  of  Nurse  Cavell 
somebody  propped  a  small  slab  of  marble 
inscribed  : — 

"  Never,    Germany,    thy   head   uphold 
Till  thou  hast  bent  it  here." 

Surely  no  one  has  a  right  to  place  personal 
additions  to  the  inscription  on  this  memorial 
statue. 


Is    it    true    that    the    College    Council    now 
appoints  the  Matrons  to  our  Training-schools? 


Viscountess  Novar  of  Raith,  the  wife  of  the 
new  Secretary  for  Scotland,  is  one  of  the  most 
lucid  women  speakers  who  ever  mounts  a  plat- 
form, and  as  President  of  the  Fife  County 
Nursing-  Association  presided  at  a  recent  meet- 
ing, from  which  we  gather  that  an  increasingly 
efficient  standard  of  nursing  is  to  be  aimed  at. 
The  reports  submitted  proved  that  the  provi- 
dent system  has  become  very  much  more 
popular,  and  ought  to  be  encouraged.  Another 
very  satisfactory  thing  is  that  the  combination 
of  district  nursing  work  with  that  of  public 
health  nursing  has  become  a  little  more  wide- 
spread.   

It  is  very  interesting  to  observe  that 
several  of  the  County  Associations  have  taken 
up  the  idea  of  providing  their  nurses  with 
motor  transport.  This  has  two  advantages. 
It  enables  a  nurse  to  cover  a  larger  field  of 
work,  and  also  saves  her  a  great  deal  of  phy- 
sical fatigue,  because  in  dusty,  windy  winters 
it  is  hard  work  for  a  woman  to  bicycle  up 
and  down  hills  in  mud  and  cold,  with  perhaps 
at  the  end  of  her  journey  a  case  to  nurse. 

;£r5,ooo  has  been  received  and  invested  from 
the  County  of  Fife  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

In  a  short  account  of  the  work  accomplished 
during  the  past  year,  together  with  a  retro- 
spective view  of  the  work  to  be  aimed  at  during 
the  coming  year.  Miss  Watt,  Lady  Superin- 
tendent, said  that  in  Fife  there  was  much 
devoted  private  voluntary  effort  and  much 
devoted  professional  service,  there  had  been 
given  throughout  the  county  during  the  year 
10,003  nursing  visits  to  4,000  patients,  and 
out  of  that  10,000  visits  only  1,000  had  been 
paid  for. 
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INDEPENDENT  CANDIDATES  FOR  ELECTION  TO  THE  GENERAL  NURSINQ 
COUNCIL  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


By    MARGARET    BREAY, 
MISS  JESSIE   F.    BALLANTYNE,  A.R.R.C. 

Miss  J.  F.  Ballantyne,  whose  qualification  for 
election  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales  is  that  she  is  the  Matron  of  a  Metro- 
politan Poor  Law  Infirmary,  was  trained  and 
certificated  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London,  from 
1893 — 1897.  She  then  held  successively  the  posi- 
tions of  Sister,  Night  Superintendent  and  Assistant 
Matron  at  the  Lewisham  Infirmary  until  1903, 
when  she  was  appointed  Matron  of  the  Fulham 
Infirmary,  a  position  which  she  still  holds. 

During  the  war  the  Fulham  Infirmary  was  taken 
over  by  the  War  Office,  and  used  as  the  Fulham 
Military    Hospital,    when    Miss    Ballantyne  with 
the  rank  of  Matron  in 
Queen        Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military 

Nursing  Service  Res- 
erve directed  the  nurs- 
ing in  the  Military 
Hospital  of  900  beds. 

Miss  Ballantyne  is 
keenly  interested  in 
nursing  education,  and 
the  training  at  Ful- 
ham ranks  deservedly 
high.  Until    quite 

recently  Miss  Ballan- 
tyne has  given  the 
instruction  to  the  pro- 
bationers, now  the 
First  Assistant-Mat- 
ron, who  herself  has 
been  taught  by  Miss 
Ballantyne,  has  been 
appointed  Sister- 

Tutor.  The  teaching 
is  quite  up  to  the 
standard  of  the  Syl- 
labus of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  and 
the  prospect  of  a 
State  examination 
framed  upon  it  has 
no  terrors  for  the 
Matron  of  the  Fulham 
Infirmary,  so  far  as 
its  probationers  are 
concerned.     She  looks 

forward  to  it  with  equanimity.  The  Infirmary  with 
its  500  beds  affords  excellent  training  facilities, 
and  careful  teaching  accomplishes  the  rest. 

Miss  Ballantyne  has  for  many  years  been  associ- 
ated with  the  movement  for  the  State  Registration 
of  Nurses.  She  forms  her  own  opinions,  and 
fearlessly  advocates  principles  of  which  she  is 
conscientiously  convinced.  Her  delightful  person- 
ality and  charm  of  manner  attracts  many  friends, 
particularly  in  the  Infirmary,  where  her  interests 
are  centred,  and  the  efficiency  and  welfare  of 
which  are  her  constant  aim. 


MISS   JBSSIB    FRASER   BALLANTYNE.  A.R.R.C. 
Matron  of  the  Fulham  Infirmary,  Hammersmith.     A  staunch 
State  Registrationist  who  is  deeply  interested  in  the  honour- 
able recognition  of  Nursing  in  State  Hospitals. 


REGISTERED    NURSE. 

MISS    SUSAN    MARIA    MARSTERS. 

Miss  Susan  Maria  Marsters — whose  special  quali- 
fication for  election  to  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  is  that  she  is  directly 
employed  in  supervising  Public  Health  Nursing, 
both  under  the  London  County  Council,  and  under 
the  Borough  Councils  of  Paddington  and  St. 
Marylebone,  and  also  in  District  Nursing — was 
trained  for  three  years  and  certificated  at  the 
Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  after  which,  for 
three  years,  she  held  the  position  of  Matron  of  the 
Mildenhall  Cottage  Hospital,  In  1896  she  was 
appointed  Senior  Nurse  under  the  North  London 
District  Nursing  Association,  and,  in  1900,  Super- 
intendent of  the 
Hampstead  District 
Nursing  Association. 
In  January,  1903,  she 
was  admitted  to  the 
Roll  of  Queen's  Nurses 
and  in  August  of  the 
same  year  was  ap- 
pointed Superinten- 
dent of  the  Paddington 
and  St.  Marylebone 
District  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation, a  position  she 
has  held  with  distinc- 
tion ever  since. 

Miss  Marsters  holds 
both  the  Health  Visit- 
ors' Certificate  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors' Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute, and  is  an  Asso- 
ciate of  that  body. 
She  also  holds  the 
special  Tuberculosis 
certificate  of  the 
National  Health 
Society. 

As  a  Public  Health 
and  Social  Worker 
she  is  a  member  of 
the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Com- 
mittee of  the  Borough 
of  Paddington,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Interim  Tuberculosis  Committee  of  the 
Borough  of  St.  Marylebone,  General  Adviser  to  and 
on  the  Executive  Committee  of,  the  Paddington 
Infant  Welfare  Centre,  subsidised  by  the  Borough, 
Member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  St. 
Marylebone  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Member  of  the 
Interim  Tuberculosis  Committee  of  the  Borough 
of  Paddington,  School  Manager,  and  Member  of 
School  Care  Committees,  and  local  Association  of 
Care  Committees,  Member  of  the  Council  and 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Midwives  Institute, 
Nurse  Representative  on  the  Council  and  Execu- 
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tive  Committee  of  the 
Central  Council  for  Dis- 
trict Nursing  in  London, 
Lecturer  for  the  London 
County  Council  in  Health 
Work,  representative  of 
the  Association  of  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  on  the 
National  Baby  Week 
Council,  representative  on 
Sectional  Committees  of 
the  National  Council  of 
Women,  and  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Management  of 
Day  Nurseries  in  Pad- 
dington. 

The  Paddington  and  St. 
Marylebone  District  Nur- 
sing Association  embraces 
the  work  of  School  Clinics, 
and  the  nursing  of  certain 
notifiable  diseases  for  the 
two  Boroughs,  also  the 
outside  nursing  for  the 
Poor  Law  Guardians, 
and  necessitous  Maternity 
Nursing,  as  well  as  medi- 
cal and  surgical  nursing, 
from  which  it  wiU  be 
seen  that  Miss  Marsters 
has  a  very  wide  experience 
in  Public  Health  and 
District  Nursing  which 
would  be  most  valuable 
to  the  General  Nursing 
Council. 

If  elected.  Miss  Mar- 
sters' aim  would  be  to 
assist  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Act  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  ensure 
economy,  efficiency  and 
expedition.  She  supports 
uniformity  in  the  rate  of 
pay  and  the  hours  of 
work  for  nurses,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  would 
urge  justice  in  all  matters 
relating  to  all  classes  of 
nurses  registered  under 
the  Act,  and  professional 
representation  on  Com- 
mittees. She  will  press 
for  the  signature  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  of  the 
SyUabus  of  Education  in 
General  Nursing  framed 
by  the  Council,  if  this 
has  not  already  been 
done,  and  a  convinced 
supporter  of  the  affilia- 
tion of  Nurse  Training 
Schools. 


MIS5  E.  MAUDE  MACCALLUM, 

Fearless  Advocate  for  the  Betterment  of  the  conditions 
of  the   "  Woricing:  Nurse,"   a   just  Contract  of  Service 
with  Hospital  Committees  and  protection  from  unquali- 
fied competition  when  trained. 


MISS    S.    M.    MARSTERS, 

Superintendent.  Paddineton  and  St.  Marylebone 
District  Nurses'  Association. 

District    Nursing   or   Public    Health    Candidate. 

Consistent  Supporter  of  State  Registration  as  a 

means  to  elevate  District  Nursing  for  the  benefit 

of  the  Poor. 


MISS    MAUDE 
MacCALLUM. 

Miss  E.  Maude  Mac- 
Callum,  who  was  ap- 
pointed by  Dr.  Addison  a 
member  of  the  present 
General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales, 
was  trained  at,  and  holds 
a  certificate  of  three 
years'  training  from,  the 
Adelaide  Hospital,  Dub- 
lin. On  leaving  there  she 
joined  the  Nurses'  Co- 
operation, London,  and 
was  later  elected  to  the 
Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  that  Association. 
While  on  this  Committee 
she  originated  and,  with 
the  help  of  two  other 
far-seeing  nurses,  carried 
to  a  successful  issue  the 
scheme  for  the  present 
Sickness  Benefit  Fund. 
She  also  originated  the 
Benevolent  Fund.  These 
comprise  the  two  most 
practical  pieces  of  work 
which  have  been  done  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Co- 
operation Nurses  by  that 
Association  in  nearly 
thirty  years. 

In    order   to    give  the 
working  nurses  a  chance 
of  voicing  their  opinions, 
she  formed,  in  igiQ.  the 
Professional     Union      of 
Trained  Nurses,  and  regis- 
tered it  as  a  Trade  Union 
(without  a  strike  clause), 
in  order  to  insure  that  it 
should  always  be  managed 
by     the     nurses     them- 
selves.  For  starting  this 
Union,  she  was  attacked 
by  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Nurses'  Co-operation 
(now    deceased),    in   his 
paper     The     Nursing 
Mirror,  and   brought  an 
action  for  libel  in  the  High 
Court  of   Justice  against 
that  paper.    She  received 
on  this  occasion,  besides 
an  abject  apology,  a  com- 
plete indemnity  for    her 
costs,  and  ;^300  damages. 
In      refusing      to     be 
traduced  and  insulted  by 
this  commercial  Nursing 
Paper,    and    taking    the 
libel  upon  her  into  a  Court 
of  Law,  Miss  MacCallum 
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exhibited  splendid  moral  courage,  which  will,  no 
doubt,  in  future  save  many  nurses  from  being 
tyrannised  over  by  the  commercial  Nursing  Press, 
and  they  owe  her  a  debt  of  gratitude. 

During  her  term  of  office  Miss  MacCallum  has 
consistently  upheld  the  right  of  nurses  to  manage 
their  own  affairs,  and  had  opposed  medical  and  lay 
domination.  She  has  consistently  voted  for  all 
proposals  for  the  benefit  of  the  Nursing  Profession 
and  opposed  many  recominendations  of  the  ma- 
jority, which  she  considered  inimical  to  their 
interests. 

MISS    CATHLIN 
CICELY     DU    SAUTOY. 

Miss  Cathlin  Cicely  du 
Sautoy  has  had  a  dis- 
tinguished and  varied 
professional  career,  begin- 
ning when  she  was  ap- 
pointed in  1897  Lecturing 
Sister  (Sister  Cathlin)  at 
Tredegar  House  —  the 
Preliminary  Training 
School  of  the  London 
Hospital— on  Sick-room 
Cookery,  Physiology, 

Hygiene  and  the  Chem- 
istry of  Food.  She  then 
entered  Guy's  Hospital 
for  three  years'  training, 
and  was  the  Gold  Medal- 
list of  her  year.  She  had 
special  training  in  district 
nursing  at  the  Training 
Home  for  Queen's  Nurses 
in  Bloomsbury  Square, 
W.C.,  and  worked  after- 
wards for  a  short  time  at 
South  wall.  In  1905  she 
was  appointed  Superin- 
tendent for  Somerset 
under  the  Queen  Vic- 
toria's Jubilee  Institute, 
and  Inspector  of  Mid- 
wives  under  the  Somerset 
County  Council,  and  was 
Lecturer  and  Examiner 
under  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society ;  from  1913- 

1914  she  was  Inspector  for  Wales,  Q.V.J.L  and 
Organiser  and  Lecturer  under  the  Ulster  Medical 
Board  from  March  to  September,  191  j. 

Her  record  of  war  work  is  as  follows  :— In  March, 
1915,  she  was  appointed  Organiser  and  Matron  of 
a  V.A.D.  Hospital  at  Standish,  Gloucestershire,  a 
position  she  held  for  fifteen  months. 

She  then  held  successivelv  the  positions  of 
Night  Sister  at  the  Ulster  Hospital,  Lyons  ;  Staff 
Nurse,  Charge  Nurse  and  Home  Sister  at  the 
Hospital,  La  Panne,  Belgium,  and  Matron  of  the 
Astoria  Hospital,  Paris,  until  the  Armistice. 

Since  the  war  Miss  du  Sautoy  has  been  Organizer 
and  Directrice  in  the  devastated  areas  of  France, 
first  under  the  French  Committee  of  the  British 


MISS  CATHLIN  CICELY  DU  SAUTOY, 

Certificate  and  Gold  Medallist.  Quy's  Hospital,  London, 

Teacher  and  Lecturer,  District  Nursing:  Superintendent 
and  Public  Health  Worker  in  Bngland,  Wales  &  Prance. 


Red  Cross  for  twenty-two  months,  and  then  under 
the  American  Red  Cross  until  April  last,  in  the 
City  of  Reims  and  elsewhere,  where  the  amount 
of  good  work  done  by  the  unit  under  her  able 
direction  was  incalculable. 

Miss  du  Sautoy  holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors' 
Certificate,  and  diplomas  in  domestic  science  and 
is  a  Certified  Midwife,  and  for  her  war  work  has 
been  awarded  the  Medal  of  the  Reconnaissance 
Francaise,  the  Medaille  des  Epidemies,  and  the 
Plaque  of  the  Compagnie  des  Sauveteurs  de  Reims 
— the  last  being  a  very 
rare  distinction. 

Miss  du  Sautoy 's 
grounds  for  standing  for 
election  as  a  Member 
of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and 
Whales  are  that  having 
begun  her  career  as  a 
teacher  in  a  Preliminary 
Training  School  she  has 
always  taken  an  interest 
in  the  better  teaching  and 
training  of  nurses,  and 
has  also  had  the  good 
fortune  to  have  met,  and 
worked,  with,  and  over, 
nurses  from  every  kind 
of  training  school,  and 
in  many  branches  of 
nursing,  not  only  in  Eng- 
land, but  in  Ireland,  and 
especially  in  Wales.  She 
therefore  rightly  feels 
that  she  has  had  unusual 
opportunities  of  studying 
the  weaknesses  and  merits 
of  the  past  methods  of 
nursing  education,  and 
of  learning  what  the 
needs  and  interests  of  the 
profession  are  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  If 
elected  a  Member  of  the 
Council  she  would  stand 
for  the  greater  economic 
independence  of  the 
nurse,  more  liberty  of 
opinion  and  action,  and 
better  training.  She    would    also    press   for    a 

recognition  of  the  great  part  nurses  should  play 
in  preventive  work  and  in  all  schemes  of  social 
welfare.  Her  great  ability  as  an  organiser,  her 
conscientious  administration  of  public  funds,  and 
her  strong  sense  of  public  duty,  would  make  her  a 
valuable  Member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

NEW  NOMINATIONS  TO  THE  Q.N.C. 

We  are  asked  to  announce  that  the  following 
ladies  have  been  nominated  as  candidates  to  the 
G.N.C.  :  Mi-ss  Jessie  F.  Ballantyne,  A.R.R.C, 
who  will  stand  as  the  Matron  of  a  Metropolitan 
Poor  Law  Hospital,  and  Miss  Florence  M.  Embry, 
nominated  by  the  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary 
Nurses'    League,    for   one   of    the    Nurses'     seats. 
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THE  ELECTION  TO  THE  GENERAL 

NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR  ENGLAND 

AND  WALES. 

THE     VOTERS     CATECHISM. 

The  Voters'  Catechism  is  "  a  form  of  instruction 
by  means  of  question  and  answer,"  for  the  many 
nurses  who,  within  the  last  few  weeks,  have  sub- 
mitted questions  to  us  for  solution. 

Question. — When  does  the  Election  of  Direct 
Representatives  of  nurses  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  take  place  ? 

Answer. — On  December  8th. 

Question. — How  do  I  vote  ?  Do  I  have  to 
attend  at  the  office  of  the  G.N.C.,  12,  York  Gate, 
N.W.  ? 

Answer. — ^No,  the  voting  is  by  postal  ballot. 

Question. — How  do  I  get  the  voting  paper  ? 

Answer. — It  will  be  sent  to  you,  at  your  regis- 
tered address,  by  December  ist,  from  the  office 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

Question. — What  do  I  do  then  ? 

A  nswer. — Study  the  Instructions  very  carefully 
and  place  a  cross  in  the  place  indicated  against 
the  names  of  the  candidates  for  whom  you  desire 
to  vote.  If  you  do  not  follow  the  Instructions 
exactly  you  may  spoil  the  paper  and  lose  your  vote. 

Question. — How  many  votes  do  I  have  ? 

Answer. — (i)  If  you  are  on  the  General  Register 
you  have  eleven  votes — one  for  each  of  the  eleven 
candidates  You  will  have  the  list  of  all  the 
candidates  who  have  been  nominated,  and  it  is 
certain  there  will  be  more  than  eleven.  You 
need  not  use  all  your  votes  if  you  do  not  want  to  ; 
but  you  may  vote  for  any  number  of  candidates  up 
to  eleven.  You  must  not  give  more  than  one 
vote  to  any  candidate. 

2.  If  you  are  a  Registered  ^lale  Nurse  you  have 
one  vote  for  the  Male  Nurse  candidate.  Similarly, 
if  you  are  a  Registered  Fe\  er  Nurse  you  have  one 
vote  for  the  Fever  Nurse  Candidate. " 

Also  the  Registered  Sick  Children's  Nurses  are 
•     entitled  to  vote  for  one  representative. 

Question. — What  happens  if  only  one  candidate 
is  nominated  for  a  vacancy  ? 

3.  Answer. — If  only  one  candidate  is  nominated 
then  there  is  no  contested  election.  At  present, 
we  believe,  no  candidate  has  been  nominated  to 
represent  Fever  Nurses  except  the  Independent 
Candidate  (Miss  S.  A.  VilUers),  and  no  candidate 
to  represent  the  Male  Nurses  except  Mr.  F.  W. 
Stratton.  If  no  further  nominations  are  received 
by  the  Returning  Officer  for  these  places  before 
November  24th,  then  these  candidates  will  be 
returned  without  a  contest. 

4.  The  Registered  Mental  Nurses  are  entitled 
to  two  representatives — one  a  male  and  one  a 
female  mental  nurse. 

Question. — Must  I  consult  my  Matron  about  the 
paper,  or  hand  it  to  her  when  I  have -filled  it  in  ? 

Answer. — No,  the  ballot  is  secret.  You  need 
consult  no  one  unless  you  wish,  and  should  post 
the  balloting  paper  to'  the  Returning  Officer  at 
12,    York   Gate,    N.W.,    following   the   directions 


given  you  exactly.  Matrons  should  studiously 
avoid  influencing  their  subordinates  how  to  vote. 
It  savours  of  coercion. 

Question. — How  can  I  know  who  are  standing 
for  election  before  I  get  my  balloting  paper,  and 
how  can  I  learn  what  their  qualifications  and 
records  are  ? 

Answer. — Study  The  British  Journal  of 
Nursing  for  November  nth,  i8th,  and  25th, 
and  December  2nd. 


MISS    VILLIERS    AN     INDEPENDENT 
CANDIDATE. 

Miss  Susan  A.  Villiers  has  been  placed  in  a 
somewhat  anomalous  position,  by  the  action  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  of  which  she  is  not 
a  member,  in  having  placed  her  name  in  its  list  of 
candidates  for  election  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  without  her  permission.  That  she  is 
standing  as  an  Independent  Candidate — nominated 
by  six  colleagues,  but  by  no  Nurses'  Organisation 
Miss  Villiers  made  quite  clear  in  her  address  to 
constituents  at  the  Meeting  at  ir,  Chandos  Street, 
W.,  on  November  2nd. 

We  learn  that  the  College  has  invited  Miss 
Villiers  to  fill  in  its  Nomination  Paper,  and  that 
this  she  has  refused  to  do. 

Miss  Villiers  has  many  friends  in  the  nursing 
world — who  belong  to  various  nurses'  organisa- 
tions— and  she  will,  of  course,  be  gratified  if, 
knowing  her  record  of  service  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  they  will  support  her  candidature 
by  their  votes,  as  representative  of  the  special 
educational  and  economic  needs  of  Fever  Nurses, 
in  which  she  has  for  so  many  years  been  personally 
interested. 


THE 


LAY-EDITED    NURSING   PRESS 
RUNS    AMUCK. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  a  tissue  of 
inaccurate  statements  in  the  Nursing  Mirror  of 
November  4th,  in  purporting  to  report  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick's  speech  at  the'  Meeting  at 
II,  Chandos  Street,  on  November  2nd — pre- 
sumably supplied  by  a  member  of  the  audience. 

Mrs.  Fenwick's  solicitor  has  been  communicated 
with  on  the  matter,  the  proprietors  of  this 
partizan  anti  -  registration  publication  having 
systematically  misrepresented  her  speeches  for  the 
past  thirty  years.  Apparently  the  lesson  of 
libelling  nurses  (out  of  whose  profession  everj'^  one 
attached  to  this  non-professional  paper  makes  a 
living)  has  not  been  taken  to  heart. 

It  was  only  in  1920  that  in  the  High  Courts  of 
Justice  the  proprietors  and  printers  of  the  Nursing 
Mirror  were  compelled  to  withdraw  a  malicious 
libel  on  Miss  Maude  MacCallum,  make  her  an 
abject  public  apology  in  Court,  and  pay  her  ;^500 
damages  for  an  attempt  to  ruin  her  professionally. 

A  Mrs.  Wilcox  is  presumed  to  be  the  lay  editor  of 
the  Nursing  Mirror,  and  we  advise  her  to  be  carefuV 
how  she  handles  reports  of  speeches  from  persons 
evidently  inspired  by  personal  animus — who  have 
not  the  courage  to  appear  at  the  press  table  ! 
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ANNUAL  MEETING   OF  THE   SCOTTISH 
NURSES'    ASSOCIATION. 


There  was  a  large  attendance  of  Nurses  at  the 
Annual  Meetuag  of  the  Scottish  Nurses'  Association, 
on  Saturday,  4th  inst.  Dr.  McGregor  Robertson, 
President  of  the  Association,  presided,  and  after 
the  ordinary  business  of  the  meeting  was  over. 
Miss  Macdonald,  Secretary  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association,  addressed  the  members.  In 
commencing,  she  thanked  Dr.  McGregor  Robertson 
for  his  kind  words  when  introducing  her,  and  said 
that  she  regarded  it  as  a  very  great  honour  to  have 
been  invited  to  speak  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Association,  which  had  behind  it  such  splendid 
traditions  in  connection  with  the  evolution  of 
nursing  as  a  profession,  and  which  had  done  so 
much  for  the  welfare  of  nurses.  She  was  charged 
with  a  message  from  H.R.H.  the  President  of  the 
Association  and  the  Members  in  London.  They 
had  asked  her  to  convey  to  the  Scottish  Nurses' 
Association  their  warmest  good  wishes  for  its 
continued  prosperity. 

Miss  Macdonald  took,  as  the  subject  of  her 
address  the  word  "  Vision  " — -a  lovely  faculty — 
for  when  it  became  the  possession  of  every  indi- 
vidual member  of  the  profession  there  was  no  limit 
to  what  might  be  won.  Joined  to  Barrie's  lovely 
virtue  of  courage  it  would  yet  clear  away  abuses 
and  difficulties  which  were  hampering  the  pro- 
fession to-day,  which  kept  it  ever  lagging  behind 
other  professions  although,  to  the  hands  of  the 
nurses,  there  lay  ready  every  piece  of  machinery 
with  which  to  make  their  profession  great,  with 
which  to  secure  to  themselves  opportunity, 
freedom  and  economic  independence. 

Miss  Macdonald  reviewed  the  history  of  the 
efforts  made  in  the  past  to  organise  the  nurses, 
and  showed  how  there  had  been  a  most  determined 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  most  of  the 
large  hospitals  to  prevent  organisation.  Many  of 
them  had  been  the  strongest  opponents  of  State 
Registration  and  yet,  now,  by  means  of  Rule  9A, 
they  had  set  themselves  to  capture  authority 
through  the  very  Act  which  had  cost  the  nurses 
so  much  owing  to  their  persistent  opposition  in 
the  past. 

One  great  difficulty  in  connection  with  the 
efforts  to  organise  the  profession  was  that,  in  most 
cases,  the  nurses  were  paid  so  badly  that  it  was 
practically  impossible  for  them  to  obtain  the 
breadth  of  vision  that  other  women  possessed. 
Such  low  remuneration  kept  them  in  a  position 
which  was  far  too  dependent,  and  also  it  shut  for 
them  many  doors  for  the  enlargement  of  experience 
and  vision. 

After  reviewing  other  facts  in  connection  with 
nursing  conditions.  Miss  Macdonald  said  that  these 
facts,  if  nurses  only  have  the  vision  to  realise 
what  they  involve,  should  give  a  great  urge  to 
the  Scottish  Nurses  to  approach  the  election  of 
their  governing  body  with  clear  thinking,  clear 
vision,   and   strong  intention   to   use  their  votes 


conscientiously  in  the  direction  which  they 
honestly  consider  to  be  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  nurses. 

Dr.  McGregor  Robertson  spoke  eloquently  of 
the  long  struggle  to  obtain  the  Act  for  State 
Registration,  of  the  sacrifice  and  the  unceasing 
labour  and  effort  it  had  involved,  of  the  disappoint- 
ments, the  hopes  and  then  the  disappointments 
again  which  had  been  bound  up  with  the  move- 
ment for  State  Registration  until  at  last  the  Acts 
were  passed.  The  success  won  did  not  come  up 
to  the  ideals  of  those  who  had  worked  for  so  long, 
because  it  had  been  hoped  that  there  would  be 
one  united  Act  for  the  three  kingdoms.  To-day 
the  nurses  were  reaping  the  fruits  of  all  the  labour 
of  many  years  when,  for  the  first  time,  they  were 
exercising  the  great  privilege  of  voting  for  those 
who  would  govern  the  profession  for  the  next 
five  years.  The  candidates  put  forward  by  the 
Scottish  Association  were  not  chosen  because  they 
belonged  to  any  special  party.  They  were  chosen 
because,  in  the  opinion  of  those  by  whom  they 
had  been  asked  to  stand,  they  were  representative 
of  varied  branches  of  the  profession,  and  were 
likely  to  have  a  policy  which  would  prove  helpful 
to  the  progress  of  the  profession. 

Several  candidates  for  election  addressed  the 
meeting  and  later,  while  partaking  of  the  very 
delightful  tea  provided  at  the  Club,  there  was 
much  pleasant  conversation  between  nurses  from 
many  parts  of  Scotland,  who  seldom  have  oppor- 
tunity for  such  discussions. 


TO  DREADNOUGHT  NURSES. 


Nurses  trained  at  the  "  Dreadnought  "  between 
the  years  igoo  and  1910  are  being  refused  admis- 
sion to  the  first  Register  of  Nurses  owing  to  the 
way  in  which  the  Regulations  have  been  framed. 
The  result  is  that  many  Nurses  who  have  received 
far  less  training  than  yourselves  are  accepted  by 
the  Nursing  Council  while  you  are  excluded.  In 
my  efforts  on  your  behalf  I  am  much  hampered 
by  the  fact  that  I  am  unable  to  get  into  com- 
munication personally  with  many  of  you.  It  wiU 
be  of  the  greatest  assistance  if  every  Dreadnought 
Nurse  trained  in  those  years,  who  wishes  to  be 
placed  on  the  Register,  will  communicate  with 
me  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Alice  Mary  Hall, 

Matron. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  correspondence 
with  the  Scottish  Nursing  Council  on  the  proposed 
Rule  9  [b)  is  submitted  to  the  English  Council,  as  it 
should  have  been  before  this  date,  it  will  be  found 
possible  that  a  Rule  may  be  agreed  to  include  the 
"  Dreadnought "  Nurses,  to  whom  Miss  Hall 
alludes.  The  recognition  of  Conjoint  Certificates  has 
hitherto  included  one  year's  training  in  a  women's 
hospital,  when  two  years  have  been  spent  in  a 
hospital  for  men  only. 
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FINE  NEW  HOME  FOR  ANCOATS  NURSES.       OVERSEAS    NURSING    ASSOCIATION. 


Mrs.  Temple,  wife  of  the  Bishop  of  Manchester,  last 
week  opened  the  new  Home  which  has  been  built  for 
the  nurses  of  Ancoats  Hospital.  It  has  been  erected 
near  the  hospital,  and  its  cost,  including  furnishing, 
heating,  electric  hghting,  and  electric  lift,  is  /40,ooo, 
towards  which  Iz-j.ooo  has  been  subscribed.  The  new 
Home  is  a  handsome  building.  It  has  recreation  and 
rest  rooms,  and  a  bedroom  for  each  of  the  50  Sisters  and 
nurses.  This  will  be  a  very  welcome  change  for  them. 
Their  quarters  in  the  hospital  have  been  inadequate 
and  uncomfortable,  two  or  three  nurses  having  had  to 
sleep  in  one  room. 

Mrs.  Temple  spoke  of  the  value  of  nursing  work  and 
the  need  to  improve  the  accommodation  for  nurses. 

Sister  Baynes  and  Nurse  Pitchford,  on  behalf  of  the 
nursing  staff,  expressed  thanks  to  the  committee  for 
having  provided  the  Home,  and  Sister  Poole,  also  on 
behalf  of  the  nurses,  made  a  presentation  to  the  Matron 
(Miss  Earle),  who  had  done  much  to  bring  about  the 
consummation  of  the  scheme. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

The  Infants'  Hospital,  Vincent  Square,  Westminster, — 

Miss  Mildred  F.  Hughes  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Evelina  Hospital  for  Children 
and  at  Guy's  Hospital.  She  has  held  the  following 
positions : — -Out-patient  Sister  at  Evelina  Hospital, 
Sister-Tutor,  Night  Superintendent  and  Assistant 
Home  Sister,  Guy's  Hospital,  S.E. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Thanet  Isolation  Hospital,  Haine,  near  Ramsgate.— 

Miss  M.  E.  Wright  has  been  appointed  Assistant- 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  St.  Andrew's  Hospital, 
Devon's  Road,  London,  E.,  and  has  been  Ward  Sister 
at  the  Hackney  Infirmary,  Ward  and  Night  Sister  at 
the  Croydon  Infirmary,  Sister  at  Queen  Alexandra's 
Hospital,  Dunkerque,  Night  Superintendent  at  the 
Western  Hospital.  Fulham,  Ward  Sister  and  Night 
Superintendent  at  the  Park  Hospital,  Lewisham,  and 
Holiday  Sister  at  the  Thanet  Isolation  Hospital.  Miss 
Wright  was  awarded  the  Croix  du  Guerre  for  services 
rendered  to  our  Allies. 

SISTER  TUTOR. 

WIngrove  Hospital,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. — Miss  Eli- 
zabeth Mary  O'Connor  has  been  appointed  Sister- 
Tutor.  She  was  trained  at  the  Manchester  Poor-Law 
Hospital  and  has  held  the  position  of  Superintendent 
Nurse  under  the  Newport  Board  of  Guardians,  Health 
Visitor  under  the  Hull  Corporation,  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent Nurse  under  the  Hull  Board  of  Guardians,  and 
Ward  Sister  under  the  Carhsle  Board  of  Guardians. 

SISTER. 

Bethnal  Green  Hospital,  E.— Miss  Margaret  A. 
Conway  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at 
Mercer's  Hospital,  Dublin,  and  has  been  Staff  Nurse 
at  the  same  institution. 

NIGHT    SISTER. 

Stamford,  Rutland,  and  General  Infirmary,  Stamford.— 

Miss  H.  M.  Hobbs  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Stratford- on- A  von  Hospital 
and  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Derby,  where  she  held  the 
temporary  position  of  Sister. 


The  following  new  appointments  have  been  made 
since  April,  1922  : — 

Private  Posts. 

Misses  J.  M.  Martin  and  E.  Cheverton  Smith  (Victoria 
Hospital,  Burnley),  Shanghai  Municipal  Council ;  Miss 
C.  E.  Viner  (Sheffield  Royal  Inf.),  Lisbon  Nursing 
Association ;  Miss  S.  Gavin  (London  Hosp.)  and  Miss 
K.  Cameron  (Craiglockhart  Hospital,  Edinburgh). 
Oporto  Nursing  Association ;  Miss  W.  McMurray 
(Barnhill  Hosp.,  Glasgow),  Singapore  Nursing' Associa- 
tion ;  Miss  M.  Wyatt  (Lambeth  Inf.)  and  Miss  E.  E. 
Barrett  (Sheffield  Union,  Hosp.),  Ceylon  Nursing 
Association  ;  Miss  B.  Mackay  (St.  Leonard's  Infirmary, 
Shoreditch)  and  Miss  A.  N.  Gittins  (West  London 
HosD.)  Mauritius  Branch,  O.N.A.  ;  Miss  S.  I.  Beasley 
(Bethnal  Green  Inf.),  Bangkok  Nursing  Home. 

NoN- Government  Hospitals. 

Miss  M.  C.  Denton  (London  Hospital),  Charge  Nurse, 
Lisbon  British  Hospital;  Miss  M.  A.  M.  Robertson 
(Edinburgh  Royal  Inf.),  Singapore  Municipality; 
Miss  M.  C.  Rice-Oxley  (St.  George's  Hospital),  British 
American  Hospital,  Valparaiso. 

Government  Hospitals. 

Misses  B.  Hulme  and  W.  Norwood  (St.  Thomas' 
Hospital)  and  Miss  E.  Quaill  (Camberwell  Inf.),  Nigeria 
Government  Hospitals ;  Misses  E.  A.  Peacock  (Royal 
Halifax  Inf.),  G.  McPherson  (Dxmdee  Royal  Inf.), 
L.  M.  E.  Lyons  (King's  College  Hospital),  M.  S.  Neville 
(Walsall  District  Hosp.),  Straits  Settlements  Govern- 
ment Hosps ;    Misses  F.  J.  Smith  (Guy's  Hospital),  J. 

D.  Watt  (St.  Marylebone  Inf.).  S.  R.  Clarke  (London 
Homoepathic  Hosp.),  E.  J.  Proudfoot  (St.  Pancras 
Hosp.),   B.  L.  Ramsay  (Universitv  College  Hospital), 

C.  E.  Todd  and  R.  A.  D'Aguilar  (St.  Thomas  Hosp.), 
Ceylon  Government  Hospitals.  Miss  A.  Miles  (Ber- 
mondsey  Inf.)  Uganda  Government  Hospitals,  Miss 
S.  C.  Burd  (Romford  Inf.),  St.  Helen's  Civil  Hospital, 
Miss  E.  C.  Humphreys  (Birmingham  General  Hospital), 
Candos  Hospital,  Mauritius,  Matron.  Misses  E.  C. 
Etchel,  A.R.R.C.  (St.  Andrew's  Hosp.),  M.  M.  Forse 
(Camberwell  Inf.),  A.  Moxon,  A.R.R.C.  (St.  Marylebone 
Inf.),   Cyprus   Government   Hospital,   Matron;      Miss 

E.  Hunter  (Paddington  Inf.),  Georgetown  Public 
Hospital,  British  Guiana  ;  Miss  D.  M.  White  (New- 
castle Royal  Inf.),  Bahamas  General  Hospital ;     Miss 

D.  E.  Johnson  (Royal  Free  Hosp.),  Colony  Hospital, 
Grenada,  Nurse  Matron ;  Miss  F.  Stagg  (St.  Thomas' 
Hospital).  Miss  M.  Kelly  (St.  Thomas'  Hospital), 
Hong  Kong  Civil  Hospital;  Miss  C.  Kemp  (Bolton 
General  Inf.),  Federated  Malay  States  Government 
Hospitals. 

Information  as  to  the  Overseas  Nursing  Association 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Miss  C.  N.  Adams, 
Imperial  Institute,  South  Kensington,  S.W.7. 


ROYAL  BRITISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION 

The  Dance  at  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club  wiU  be  held  at  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.7,  on  Thurs- 
day. Nov.  23rd,  from  8  p.m.  till  midnight.  Tickets, 
price  5s..  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary  at  the 
above  address.     Evening  or  fancy  dress  will  be  worn. 
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MEDALS    FOR    NURSES. 

The  Duchess  of  Northumberland  last  week  attended 
the  Poor  Law  Institution,  North  Shields,  and  presented 
the  "  Frater,"  "  Grant,"  and  "  Pearson  "  medals  and 
certificates  to  the  probationer  nurses,  who  have  com- 
pleted their  training  at  that  Institution.  There  was  a 
large  attendance  in  the  recreation  room  of  the  Institu- 
tion, to  witness  the  ceremony. 

Mrs.  Frater  (Chairman  of  the  Hospital  Committee) 
presided. 

In  extending  a  welcome  to  her  Grace,  the  Chairman 
said  the  Institution  had  a  splendid  band  of  workers. 
The  Guardians  were  proud  of  their  Training  School. 
Eleven  probationers  who  had  sat  for  the  examination 
had  had  a  very  efficient  tutelage  from  Dr.  Williamson 
(Medical  Officer),  Mrs.  Croucher  (Matron),  and  Miss 
Collins.  Nine  out  of  the  eleven  had  been  successful 
in  the  examination. 

Mrs.  Croucher  explained  to  the  Duchess  the  dis- 
tinction attached  to  each  medal. 

Medal  Winners. 

The  following  received  medals  and  certificates : 
Nurse  Burdon  (Frater  Gold  Medal  and  two  certificates)  ; 
Nurse  Richardson  (Grant  silver  medal  and  two  certi- 
ficates) ;  Nurse  Florence  Smith  (Pearson  bronze  medal 
and  two  certificates) ;  Nurses  Bates,  Frost,  Gibb,  Batty, 
Kell,  and  Peacock,  two  certificates  each,  and  Nurses 
McPherson,  Scott,  and  Curry,  one  certificate  each. 
In  the  case  where  two  certificates  were  awarded  these 
were  for  general  training  and  invalid  cookery  and  the 
single  award  was  for  invalid  cookery. 

The  Duchess  made  a  very  appreciative  little  address 
to  the  nurses,  and  congratulated  them  on  their  successes 
in  the  examinations. 


THE    NATIONAL    UNION   OF    TRAINED 
NURSES. 


THE    PASSING     BELL. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  sudden 
death  on  November  6th  of  Miss  Agnes  Sawyer — ^known 
to  a  large  number  of  Leicester  nurses  as  "  Sister  Agnes." 
Miss  Sawyer  went  to  bed  well  and  in  good  spirits  on 
Sunday  evening,  and  when  the  friend  with  whom  she 
was  living  at  Margate  called  her  in  the  morning  she 
discovered  she  had  passed  away — apparently  during 
sleep. 

Miss  Sawyer  was  the  niece  of  Miss  G.  A.  Rogers, 
the  former  Matron  of  th^  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary. 
She  was  trained  at  Leicester,  and  subsequently  became 
Sister  of  the  Men's  Accident  Ward,  and  later  held  the 
post  of  Home  Sister.  In  the  autumn  of  191  4  she  went 
to  France  as  a  Member  of  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing 
Service,  and  was  there  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

In  the  winter  of  1920  she  was  at  Lemnos  nursing 
the  refugees  under  the  Russian  Red  Cross. 

Miss  Sawyer  was  a  woman  of  wide  experience  and 
many  gifts.  As  a  ward  sister  she  had  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  accident  work,  and  a  happy  way  in  the 
management  of  men  patients.  She  was  moreover  a 
skilled  masseuse ;  a  good  linguist,  speaking  both 
French  and  German  well ;  an  exquisite  needlewoman  ; 
and  had  a  true,  artistic  sense.  She  was  always 
good  company,  cheerful  and  full  of  life,  and  a  most 
delightful  holiday  companion,  and  some  of  the  holidays 
spent  in  her  company  will  linger  long  in  the  memories 
of  those  who  were  privileged  to  share  them. 

Sister  Agnes  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Margate  on  Thursday,  November  gth.  On  the  coffin 
was  a  beautiful  cross  of  white  chrysanthemums  and  red 
carnations  sent  from  the  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary 
Nurses'  League. — R.I. P. 


At  the  autumn  Council  meeting  held,  by  kind 
permission  of  JVIrs.  Eeles,  at  43,  Grosvenor  Road, 
Westminster,  on  November  4th,  Miss  Rimmer,  the 
Hon.  Organising  Secretary,  received  a  warm 
welcome  back  on  her  return  from  abroad,  and 
a  hearty  A^ote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Miss  Lord 
for  superintending  the  office  during  the  last  few 
months  since  the  retirement  of  Miss  NichoUs. 
Great  interest  was  taken  in  the  list  of  Independent 
Candidates  for  the  General  Nursing  Council,  and 
the  President,  Miss  Pearse,  pointed  out  what  a  debt 
of  gratitude  we  owe  to  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  and 
her  valued  co-operators  in  the  fight  they  had  made 
for  the  self-government  of  the  profession.  The 
Hon.  Secretary,  in  her  report,  pointed  out  that  of 
the  1 1  independent  candidates  no  less  than  five  are 
active  members  of  the  National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses  and  two  are  ex-presidents.  The  President, 
who  is  standing  iox  election  as  a  past  Matron — 
being  disqualified  from  representing  Public  Health 
because  she  is  a  past  Metropolitan  Matron — 
emphasised  that  the  ballot  is  secret  and  that  all 
registered  nurses  should  be  urged  to  use  their  vote. 
The  result  of  the  election  will  decide  the  fate  of 
the  profession  for  the  next  five  years. 

It  was  decided  to  ask  the  Hon.  Organising 
Secretary  personally  to  represent  the  N. U.T.N. 
at  the  Law  Courts  at  the  hearing  of  the  St.  Thomas' 
Hospital  Appeal  re  Unemployment  Insurance  and 
the  status  of  staff  nurses. 


THE     PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 


The  American  Tea,  for  which  Mrs.  Northwood 
so  kindly  lent  her  house  on  October  28th,  was  a 
great  success.  The  daintily  furnished  tea  tables 
in  the  dining  room  were  much  appreciated,  and  in 
the  lounge  an  informal  concert  was  held.  The 
audience  was  most  appreciative  of  the  songs  and 
jrecitations  which  several  ladies  and  gentlemen  so 
kindly  contributed  and,  emulating  the  example  of 
Oliver,  constantly  demanded  "  more." 

The  thanks  of  the  Union  are  due  both  to  Mrs. 
Northwood  for  her  kindness  in  lending  her  house, 
and  also  to  the  many  distinguished  artistes  who 
gave  of  their  time  and  talents. 

It  was  felt  that  one  of  the  greatest  compliments 
came  from  a  nurse,  who  said,  "  It  wasn't  the  least 
bit  like  a  nursing  affair  ;  you  could  almost  imagine 
that  nurses  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  !  " 


An  organ,  given  by  Sir  William  and  Lady 
Thomas,  for  the  chapel  at  King  Edward  VII 
Hospital,  Cardiff,  was  dedicated  last  week.  Lady 
Thomas  was  formerly  Assistant  Matron  of  the 
institution.  Choir  stalls,  the  gift  of  Sir  Harry  and 
Lady  Webb,  also  were  dedicated. 
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HOSPITAL    WORLD. 

On  Thursday,  November  23rd,  His  Roj^^al  High- 
ness the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  is  President,  will 
open  the  Princess  Mary  Home  and  Physio-Therapy 
Department  attached  to  the  Victoria  Hospital 
for  Children,  Tite  Street,  Chelsea.  The  nurses 
will  hold  a  bazaar  in  aid  of  the  funds,  over  which 
they  and  their  friends  have  been  busy  for  some 
time.  We  remember  this  hospital  in  Miss  Minks' 
day,  when  it  was  situated  in  a  beautiful  old 
Chelsea  house  in  a  large  garden — an  ideal  spot, 
but  which  has  been  added  to  until  all  the  open 
space  is  covered  with  buildings,  to  meet  the  needs 
of  suffering  children  for  miles  aroimd.  The 
hospital  has  always  been  a  "  pet  "  of  Royalty  ; 
Princess  Louise,  Duchess  of  Argyll — a  lively  young 
woman  in  those  days — was  a  frequent  visitor,  and 
the  first  time  we  saw  Queen  Mary  there — a  bonny 
fair-haired  child  in  a  very  voluminous  white 
muslin  frock — she  was  visiting  the  hospital  with 
her  mother,  the  late  Duchess  of  Teck,  of  all  the 
Royal  Princesses  the  most  gracious. 


Lord  Boyne  has  offered  Brancepeth  Castle — a 
famous  old  fortress — to  the  local  Voluntary  Hos- 
pital Committee  for  the  County  of  Durham  as  an 
auxiliary  hospital. 

QUEEN    MARY'S    HOSPITAL    FOR    THE 
EAST     END. 

The  Nursing  Staff,  past  and  present,  of  Queen 
Mary's  Hospital,  will  be  interested  to  hear  that 
Mr.  A.  W.  Scrivener,  who  has  been  Secretary  of 
that  Institution  for  22  years,  has  retired. 

It  is  the  wish  of  some  of  the  Staff  to  give  him 
a  souvenir  to  show  their  appreciation  of  the  various 
kindnesses  which  were  meted  out  to  them  by  him 
during  their  period  at  the  Hospital. 

As  it  is  difficult  for  Matron  to  communicate 
personally  with  all  the  late  INIembers  of  the  Staff, 
she  takes  this  opportunity  to  communicate  through 
The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

She  will  be  glad  to  receive  any  donations  from 
anyone  who  wishes  to  be  associated  with  this 
•       testimonial. 

MALE    NURSE    SENT    TO    PRISON. 

At  Marlborough  Street,  on  Monday,  William 
John  Ogle  pleaded  guilty  to  being  in  the  unauthor- 
ised possession  of  heroin. 

Mr.  Muskett,  prosecuting,  said  that  the  prisoner 
had  ten  years'  good  record  in  the  Navy,  and  for  the 
last  twelve  months  had  been  employed  by  the 
Army  and  Navy  Nursing  Association. 

For  nine  months  he  had  been  in  personal  attend- 
ance as  a  male  nurse  on  a  retired  Army  officer. 

Since  February  3rd  it  was  clear  he  had  been 
obtaining  from  a  chemist  a  large  quantity  of  heroin 
upon  forging  a  prescription.  The  police  had  32 
such  prescriptions  in  accused's  handwriting. 

•Accused  said  he  had  taken  heroin  as  a  medicine 
not  as  a  drug.  It  was  owing  to  having  suffered 
from  malaria  in  East  Africa  that  he  resorted  to  it. 

He  was  sent  to  prison  for  four  months  in  the 
Second  Division. 


LEAGUE    NEWS. 

LEICESTER     ROYAL     INFIRMARY    NURSES' 
LEAGUE. 

The  Autumn  Meeting  gf  the  Leicester  Royal 
Infirmary  Nurses'  League  was  held,  by  kind 
invitation  of  Miss  Roberts,  at  the  District  Nurses' 
Home,  Summerhill  Road,  Birmingham,  on 
November  7th,  1922.  Miss  Vincent,  R.R.C., 
presided.  A  cloud  was  cast  over  the  meeting  by 
the  news  that  Miss  Rogers,  who  had  arrived  in 
Birmingham,  was  prevented  from  attending  by 
the  sudden  death  of  her  niece.  Miss  Agnes  Sawyer, 
an  old  Leicester  Sister,  and  a  member  of  the 
League.  The  meeting  stood  in  silence  for  a 
minute,  and  a  message  of  affectionate  sympathy 
was  sent  to  Miss  Rogers. 

The  interest  of  the  meeting  was  chiefly  centred 
on  the  forthcoming  election  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council.  Miss  Davies  explained  what  had  already 
been  done,  and  said  that  the  College  of  Nursing 
had  recommended  names  for  nomination  to  its 
members,  and  other  names  were  being  put  forward 
of  nurses  who  were  willing  to  stand  independently. 
The  retiring  Nursing  Council  had  had  a  very- 
difficult  time,  but  nurses  generally  felt  that  they 
did  not  wish  for  a  disunited  Council,  and  it  was 
essential  that  they  should  elect  candidates  who 
would  work  amicably  together  for  the  welfare  of 
the  nursing  profession. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  decided  that  a 
candidate  should  be  nominated  by  the  League, 
and  by  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  meeting  Miss 
Embry,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  was  selected. 

Some  members  of  the  League  who  had  retired 
from  active  work,  having  found  the  increased 
subscription  beyond  their  means,  it  was  unani- 
mously decided  that  in  the  case  of  Founder 
members  the  difference  in  the  subscription  should 
be  paid  from  the  Emergency  Fund,  if  necessary\ 

After  the  League  business  was  finished,  visitors 
were  admitted  to  hear  Dr.  Robertson,  M.O.H.  for 
Birmingham,  speak  on  "  Milk  Supply  and  its 
Modern  Treatment."  Dr.  Robertson  has  recently 
returned  from  investigating  the  methods  used  in 
America,  and  succeeded  in  fascinating  his  audience 
with  the  subject,  and  made  every  one  feel  deter^ 
mined  to  do  what  they  coiild  to  ensure  better 
conditions  in  their  own  towns.  On  conclusion,  he 
was  accorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 

Miss  Roberts  had  provided  a  sumptuous  tea, 
to  which  the  company  now  adjourned,  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed  to  the  accompanying  gossip 
with  old  friends. 


LONDON     TEMPERANCE     HOSPITAL 
NURSES'     LEAGUE. 

The  London  Temperance  Hospital  Nurses' 
League  will  be  "  At  Home  "  on  Saturday,  Novem- 
ber i8th,  from  8  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  In  the  course  of 
the  evening  Miss  Millman,  Secretary  of  the  British 
Empire  Union,  will  give  an  address,  when  Councillor 
Beatrice  Kent  will  preside,  and  will  be  supported 
by  Major  R.  Rigg,  Chairman  of  the  Hospital. 
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PREMIER  PEARLS. 

One  must  be  an  abnormal  person  not  to  appre- 
ciate a  gift  of  pearls,  and  a  most  acceptable  and 
inexpensive  present  would  be  a  necklace  of 
Premier  Pearls,  such  as  that  illustrated  on  page  iii 
of  our  back  cover.  Go  and  visit  Mr.  Tom  Davis 
at  Premier  House,  150,  Southampton  Row,  W.C.  i, 
and  inspect  these  charming  pearls.  You  will  not 
come  away  without  them. 

1  »  ■ 

A     NURSE'S     PRAYER. 
I  dedicate  myself  to  Thee, 
O  Lord,  my  God  !    This  work  I  undertake 
Alone  in  Thy  great  name,  and  for  Thy  sake. 
In  ministering  to  suffering  I  would  learn 
The  sympathy  that  in  Thy  heart  did  burn 
For  those  who  on  life's  weary  way 
Unto  diseases  divers  are  a  prey. 

Take,  then,  mine  eyes,  and  teach  them  to  perceive 
The  ablest  way  each  sick  one  to  relieve. 
Guide  Thou  my  hands. 
That  e'en  their  touch  may  prove 
The  gentleness  and  aptness  born  of  love. 
Bless  Thou  my  feet,  and  while  they  softly  tread 
May  faces  smile  on  many  a  sufferer's  bed. 
Touch  Thou  my  Ups,  guide  Thou  my  tongue. 
Give  me  a  word  in  season  for  each  one. 
Clothe  me  with  patient  strength  all  tasks  to  bear. 
Crown  me  with  hope  and  love,  which  know  no  fear, 
And  faith,  that  coming  face  to  face  with  death 
Shall  e'en  inspire  with  joy  the  dying  breath. 
All  through  the  arduous  day  my  actions  guide, 
And  through  the  lonely  night  watch  by  my  side, 
So  shall  I  wake  refreshed,  with  strength  to  pray 
"  Work  in  me,  through  me.  with  me.  Lord,  this  day  !  'J 

COMING    EVENTS. 

November  lyth. — Meeting  General  Nursing 
Council.  Mihistry  of  Health.  Whitehall.     2.30  p.m. 

November  iSfh. — London  Temperance  Hospital 
Nurses'  League.  "  At  Home."  Address  by  Miss 
Millman,  Secretary  British  Empire  Union.  Coun- 
cillor Beatrice  Kent  in  chair.     8  to  10  p.m. 

November  2^rd. — Victoria  Hospital  for  Children, 
Chelsea.  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  open  the 
Princess  Mary  Home  and  Physio-Therapy  Depart- 
ment.    Nurses'  Bazaar  in  aid  of  Funds. 

November  23rd. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate.  Dance,  8  to  12. 
Evening  or  fancy  dress. 

November  2.^th. — West  Middlesex  Hospital,  Isle- 
worth,  Nurses'  League  Winter  Re-union.  Tea 
3  to  5  p.m.  ;    Dinner  7  p.m 

December  2nd. — League  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  Nurses,  General  Meeting  and  Social 
Gathering.      3  p.m. 

December  yth.  —  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary. 
Nurses'  League  Reunion  Dinner.  Trades  House, 
Glasgow.     7.45  p.m. 

— -     mm 

WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

"  The  debt  of  honour  the  nation  owes  to  the 
disabled  men  can  never  be  forgotten,  and  I  under- 
take that  the  training  schemes  shall  not  only  be 
continued,  but  that  they  shall  be  closely  examined 
with  a  view  to  their  general  improvement  if 
possible." — The    Prime   Minister. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE     PRESTIGE    OF    PRIVATE     NURSING. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — On  behalf  of  Private  Nurses 
who  are  members  of  this  Association  I  wish  to 
support  most  strongly  Miss  Cartwright's  remarks 
in  her  very  able  letter  in  your  issue  of  last  week. 
Private  nurses  who  work  for  this  Association, 
those  who  are  members  of  the  Society  of  Chartered 
Nurses  and  many  others  who,  like  Miss  Cattell, 
have  fine  practices  of  their  own,  must  feel  that  it 
is  unspeakable  that  there  should  even  be  a  sugges- 
tion that  a  nurse  possessing  a  qualification  inferior 
to  their  own,  should  be  put  forward  as  good 
enough  to  represent  them  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council.  It  is  the  old  story  of  depreciating  nursing 
standards,  and  if  private  nurses  adopt  this  candi- 
date upon  the  recommendation  of  the  College 
Council  they  will  be  held  in  just  the  estimation 
they  deserve. 

Since  Miss  Bremner's  election  address  was 
published  last  week  I  go  further  and  say  that  she 
is,  in  my  opinion,  unsuited  to  represent  British 
nurses  because  in  it  she  advances  inaccurate 
information.  In  that  address  Miss  Bremner  tells 
those  whose  suffrages  she  is  seeking,  that  she  holds 
a  Conjoint  Certificate  from  the  Royal  Infirmary  of 
Edinburgh  and  the  Northampton  Nursing  Institute, 
Miss  Bremner  holds  no  such  certificate.  The 
Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh  never  issued  its 
Certificate  conjointly  with  any  Private  Nursing 
Institute  either  in  Northampton  or  elsewhere,  nor 
has  it  ever  shown  that  it  regards  Private  Nursing 
(for  which,  by  the  way,  the  fees  of  fully-trained 
nurses  were  paid)  as  training.  I  went  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary  shortly  after  Miss  Bremner  left 
it  ;  she  had  two  years'  training  as  a  probationer 
there,  without  receiving  the  certificate  of  the 
hospital,  and  then  did  Private  Nursing  for  an 
Institute  in  Northampton.  Hitherto,  I  have  re- 
frained from  Press  comment  upon  Miss  Bremner's 
qualification  when  I  found  her  entered  in  the 
published  Register  of  the  College  as  holding  a 
certificate  and  later  applying  for  election  to  its 
Council  as  a  representative  of  private  nurses.  When, 
however,  it  comes  to  giving  incorrect  information 
to  the  electorate  of  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
a  Statutory  Body,  on  coming  forward  as  a  candidate 
for  election  on  it,  the  matter  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  serious,  and,  as  one  of  the  Registered  Nurses, 
I  now  challenge  Miss  Bremner  to  produce  the 
Conjoint  Certificate  which,  in  her  election  address, 
she  tells  me  she  holds  from  the  Royal  Infirmary  of 
Edinburgh,  and  the  Institute  at  Northampton. 

I  may  add  that  I  have  spoken  to  several  nurses 
trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  since  Miss  Brem- 
ner's election  address  appeared  and  neither  they 
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nor  I  have  ever  heard  of  the  "  honours  list  "  there, 
which  Miss  Bremner  claims  to  have  adorned, 
while  a  nurse,  trained  at  the  London  Hospital 
has,  likewise,  never  heard  of  the  "  first-class 
division,"  in  which  Miss  Bremner  states  that  she 
stood  after  one  year's  probationership  ! 

I  advise  private  nurses  to  vote  for  Miss  Cattell, 
who  can  produce  a  genuine  hospital  Certificate  of 
three  years'  training  from  St,  George's  Hospital — 
a  leading  London  hospital  and  nurse  training 
school. 

I    am, 

Yours   truly, 
Isabel  Macdonald. 

Secretary,  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Every  nurse  interested  in 
private  nurses  will  sympathise  with  Miss  Cart- 
wright  in  her  appeal  to  private  nurses  to  use  their 
vote  ;   this  is  the  only  remedy  for  the  present  evil. 

In  the  employment  of  untrained  or  partly- 
trained  people  as  private  nurses  the  medical  pro- 
fession is  sadly  to  blame. 

A  well  qualified  and  certificated  woman  came 
to  me  last  week  and  said  she  would  never  register 
so  long  as  totally  untrained  women  were  employed 
(as  they  are  here)  on  the  same  terms  as  certificated 
nurses. 

I  Asked  her  to  use  her  vote  in  order  that  this 
evil  should  cease.  She  retorted  that  I  was  "  a 
voice  crying  in  the  wilderness."  Perhaps,  but  the 
greater  the  need  the  louder  I  shall  crj'. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Marie  Vaughan  Winters, 

Registered  Nurse. 
(Cert.  Royal  Infirmary,  Leicester.) 
Matron,  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro. 

[We  have  received  quite  a  number  of  letters 
supporting  the  demand  of  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Society  that  any  nurse  put  up  to  represent  their 
^  responsible  branch  of  nursing  on  the  General 
Nursing  CouncU  for  England  and  Wales  shall  hold 
a  certificate  of  three  years'  training  in  a  reputable 
training  school,  and  condemning  the  CoUege  Coun- 
cil for  nominating  a  candidate  who  has  not  attained 
this  standard,  and  one,  moreover,  who  has  never, 
during  her  long  nursing  career,  lifted  a  finger  to 
procure  the  State  Registration  Act  to  establish 
the  Council.  One  and  all  point  out  the  duty  of 
private  nurses  to  stand  by  one  another  on  this 
question  of  giving  a  guarantee  to  the  medical 
profession  and  the  public  that  they  have  been 
thoroughly  trained  and  certificated  after  examina- 
tion, and  how  much  they  suffer  from  the  competi- 
tion of  semi-trained  nurses  and  V.A.D.s. 

The  action  of  the  College  in  this  connection 
is  a  very  serious  damage  to  the  status,  prestige, 
and  economic  solidarity  of  the  private  nurse ; 
and  if,  unfortunately.  College  nurses  vote  in 
ignorance  for  its  Couiicil's  nominee,  as  they  are 
being  directed  to  do,  and  she  is  elected,  the  high- 


class  private  nurses'  co-operations  wUl  have 
received  a  severe  blow.  Registration  was  fought 
for  to  hall-mark  the  highly  trained,  if  it  is  to  be 
used  to  sweep  away  standards  in  private  practice 
it  is  a  shameful  betrayal  of  the  interests  of  private 
nurses. 

They  have  a  remedy. 

Vote  for  Miss  CatteU. — Ed.] 

BE    CAREFUL. 

To  the  Editor  0/  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — I  note  on  Form  B.,  Nomination 
Paper,  being  issued  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  that  nominators  have  to  write  in  the 
third  column  their  "  Registered  Qualification." 
As  the  Register  is  not  published,  how  are  we  to 
know  what  has  been  inserted  in  it  as  our  quali- 
fication ?  It  is  very  difi&cult,  unless  we  call  at  the 
office  and  inspect  the  Register,  which,  presumably, 
we  have  no  right  to  do. 

Yours  truly, 

A  Member  Bart.'s  League. 

[We  note  the  difficulty,  but  presume  if  nurses 
have  a  certificate  of  training  that  is  the  qualifica- 
tion upon  which  they  were  registered.  Thus  you 
would  insert  in  the  third  column  on  the  Nomination 
Form,  "Mary  Jones,  Certificate,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  London,  E.C.,  1900-1903,"  or  whatever 
the  name  and  the  dates  may  be. — Ed.] 

KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

Anti-Waste  Nurses. — "  It  would  interest  us  to 
know  if  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Hills,  who  is  Chairman  of 
the  General  Purposes  Committee,  which  is  res- 
ponsible for  the  organisation  of  our  office,  is  going 
to  pay  the  cost  of  the  male  expert  who  has  had 
to  be  called  in  to  prepare  a  Report  on  organization 
— or,  rather,  disorganization.  If  our  nurse  repre- 
sentatives are  deprived  of  responsibiUty  and  the 
laity  grasp  it,  they  should  be  made  to  pay  for 
resulting  inefficiency." 

[Vote  to  place  on  your  Governing  Body,  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  at  the  coming  election, 
nurses  who  will  not  support  a  medical  dictatorship, 
nor  control  by  lay  women  who  know  nothing  of 
nursing  organization,  and  who  have  no  right  to 
meddle  with  our  finances — to  which  they  do  not 
subscribe.  Every  intelligent  nurse  will  realise 
that  rightful  professional  power  has  been  filched 
from  her  by  the  majority  vote  on  the  present 
Council. — Ed.] 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION    QUESTIONS. 

November  25th. — ^Why  is  the  purity  of  milk 
and  the  clean  handling  and  distribution  of  milk  of 
vital  importance  to  the  nation  ?  What  points 
are  of  special  importance  in  this  connection  ? 

December  2nd. — How  would  you  feed  an  infant 
of  a  week  old  and  upwards  for  nine  months  if  a 
medical  practitioner  has  decided  that  breast-feeding 
is  impossible  ? 
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THe   Midw^ife. 


PEMPHIGUS   NEONATORUM. 


The  following  article  by  Caroline  H.  Soellner, 
R.N.,  Blessing  Hospital,  Quincy,  Illinois,  from  the 
American  Journal  of  Nursing  (abridged)  will  be  of 
considerable  interest  to  midwives  : — 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  is  a  disease  of  the  new- 
born, in  which  vesicles  or  blebs,  usually  fiat  on  the 
top,  appear  with  or  without  fever,  on  a  perfectly 
normal  or  reddened  skin  with  pin-head  size  vesicle 
elevation,  which  rapidly  develops  into  a  large  bleb. 
As  the  disease  progresses,  relapses  may  occur,  yet 
the  infant  may  recover  promptly  after  a  single  out- 
break of  but  few  blebs.  In  some  cases  these  blebs 
show  a  marked  tendency  to  peripheral  extension, 
which  finally  dry,  leaving  a  thin  brown  crust. 

The  eruption  is  likely  to  occur  irregularly  as  to 
size  of  blebs  and  field  involved.  While  the  cause  is 
not  accurately  determined,  the  staphylococcus 
aureus  in  pure  culture  has  been  found  in  most 
pathological  examinations. 

The  distinction  between  pemphigus  and  syphilis 
in  the  new-born  may  be  determined  by  the  localisa- 
tion of  the  eruption  in  the  latter  disease  (syphilis) 
on  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  soles  of  the 
feet,  as  well  as  by  the  associating  symptoms  of 
syphilis. 

The  prognosis  is  usually  favourable,  but  epidemics 
of  unusual  severity  sometimes  occur,  and  complica- 
tions in  the  form  of  secondary  infections  may  take 
place.  Treatment  consists  chiefly  in  early  recogni- 
tion of  newly  forming  blebs.  Since  they  develop 
with  great  rapidity  and  almost  anywhere  on  the 
body,  the  infant  should  be  undressed  completely  for 
inspection  at  least  twice  a  day. 

The  bleb  is  carefully  punctured  with  a  sterile 
needle  and  the  fluid  absorbed  into  cotton  or  a  gauze 
sponge,  to  avoid  spread ;  then  medication  is  applied 
to  the  affected  area. 

The  writer  of  this  paf>er  will  feel  amply  rewarded 
if  sihe  can  assist  others  who  are  in  need  of  the 
information-  and  advice,  which  she  so  eagerly 
sought  during  her  experience  one  year  ago  when  a 
repetition  of  three  mild  epidemics  of  Pemphigus 
Neonatorum  occurred  in  our  obstetrical  department. 
During  this  period  of  time,  out  of  128  babies  born, 
about  one-third  of  the  total  number  developed  the 
disease,  the  lesions  varying  in  severity  from  a  few 
single  blebs  to  a  degree  where  almost  the  entire 
body  became  involved. 

Among  the  affected  infants,  six  developed  pus 
infection  of  one  or  both  eyes,  which  yielded 
promptly  to  treatment  with  boracic  solution  irriga- 
tion and  argyrol,  10  p>er  cent,  instillation.  Three 
infants  suffered  infection  of  one  or  more  fingers, 
especially  surrounding  the  finger-nail.  One  mother 
developed  identically  the  same  blebs  on  one  breast 


— in  all  probability  conveyed  through  the  nursing 
'x>abe,  and  two  mothers  developed  mastitis. 

All  cases  showed  symptoms  within  from  three  to 
sixteen  days  following  delivery,  during  the  stay  in 
the  hospital,  or  after  dismissal  as  reported  by  the 
attending  physician.  In  most  cases  no  constitu- 
tional symptoms  of  any  marked  degree  were  evi- 
dent and  no  mortalities  resulted  traceable  to 
pemphigus.  In  an  instance  of  twins,  one  developed 
only  a  mild  pus  infection  of  both  eyes  with  no 
lesions  on  the  body  whatsoever,  while  the  other 
babe  suffered  extensive  involvment  of  the  entire 
body  and  no  eye  infection.  The  infants  were  cared 
for  apart,  and  with  the  same  usual  precautionary 
measures  of  isolation,  both  nursed  the  same  breast 
of  the  mother.  In  one  case  the  lesion  surrounded 
the  cord  before  detachment,  yet  with  careful  treat- 
ment it  detached  in  the  usual  manner  without 
complication. 

Some  infants  developed  pemphigus  in  spite  of 
every  precautionary  measure  on  part  of  the  special 
nurse  attending  the  case,  while  others  under 
general  floor  care,  some  premature  and  some  bottle- 
fed,  remained  immune. 

The  nurse  caring  for  the  infant  should  observe 
the  strictest  precautions  of  isolation,  especially  as 
to  her  own  hands  and  wearing  apparel,  and  should 
bear  in  mind  that  the  disease  is  highly  communi- 
cable and  can  be  carried  by  a  third  person. 

If  breast  feeding  is  given,  mother  and  babe 
should  be  completely  isolated,  and  the  prophylactic 
measures  compare  with  those  taken  in  a  case  of 
scarlet  fever  or  smallpox. 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  is  likely  to  occur  in 
epidemics  in  hospitals,  but  has  been  located  in 
sporadic  cases  outside  of  the  hospital,  as  is  shown 
by  extracts  frorn  journals  and  information  gained 
by  letters  from  'hospitals  from  different  parts  of  the 
country. 

Prophylactic  Treatment. 

In  regard  to  prophylactic  treatment,  F.  H.  Falls 
writes  : — Early  diagnosis  and  isolation  of  cases  are 
not  of  the  utmost  importance.  The  history  of  most 
epidemics  reveals  the  fact  that  the  disease  was 
present  for  some  days  before  the  diagnosis  was 
established  and  many  persons  were  exposed  before 
the  importance  of  isolation  was  appreciated.  The 
method  of  contagion  is  not  definitely  established, 
but  the  prevailing  view  is  that  intimate  contact  is 
not  necessary,  and  that  infection  is  transmitted  by 
medical  attendants,  nurses,  midwives,  and  through 
bathing  water,  towels,  and  other  fomites.  Hence 
it  is  recommended  that  institutional  cases  be  iso- 
lated as  soon  as  the  lesions  appear,  together  with 
the  mothers  of  such  cases;  also  that  special  nurses 
be  assigned  to  these  cases,  and  that  they  be  cau- 
tioned regarding  the  possible  spread  of  the  infection 
to  themselves  unless  the  strictest  precautions  are 
observed  in  handling  the  cases. 
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EDITORIAL. 


REGISTERED  NURSE5  AND  THE 
PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS. 

When  in  the  year  1917,  after  a  seventy 
years'  strugg"le,  women  were  enfranchised  by 
the  Britisih  Parliament,  we  wonder  how  many 
nurses  took  to  heart  the  responsibility  to  King 
and  Country  which  the  Vote  entailed?  A  very 
limited  number,  in  our  experience.  Then  in 
1 91 9  Parliament  recognised  Nursing-  as  a 
skilled  Profession — ^after  thirty  years'  war — 
and  thus  bestowed  legal  status  on  trained 
nurses,  adding  still  further  to  their  communal 
and  professional  duties. 

Just  how  has  the  profession  as  a  whole  done 
its  public  duty?  The  mass,  as  usual,  has  re^ 
mained  quiescent,  but  the  minority,  fired  with 
zeal,  has  helped  to  remove  mountains. 

Since  the  year  1904,  when  the  First 
Bill  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses  was 
drafted,  we  have  been  an  habitue  in  the  outer 
Lobbies  in  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and 
seme  very  entrancing  tales  we  could  unfold. 

One  lesson,  of  course,  we  soon  took  to  heart : 
how  much  more  important  in  the  long  run 
is  one  honest  and  courageous  man  than  the 
whole  of  his  Party.  And  through  all  these 
fifteen  years  of  persistent  effort  we  met  many 
honest  men,  varying,  of  course,  in  degree  in 
force  and  mentality. 

Our  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  during  those 
fateful  fifteen  years  was  in  charge  in  turn  of 
the  late  Dr.  Farquharson,  of  Haiighton,  Mr. 
R-  C.  Munro-Ferguson  (now  Viscount  Novar), 
iord  Ampthill  in  the  Lords,  Dr.  W.  A. 
Chappie,  and  last  but  not  least  Major  R.  W. 
Barnett,  to  all  of  whom  the  Nursing  Profes- 
sion owes  a  very  deep  debt  of  gratitude,  and 
it  is  with  real  pleasure  that  we  note  the  new 
Government  includes  Lord  Novar  as  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  and  that  Dr.  W.  A.  Chappie, 
Liberal  member  for  Dumfries,  and  Major 
Barnett,  Conservative  member  for  St.  Pancras 
(S.W.),  have  been  returned  to  Parliament. 

Nursing  is  not  a  Party  question.  The 
Health  of  the  people  should  be  a  question  of 


vital  importance  to  every  patriotic  member  of 
Parliament,  no  matter  to  which  Party  he 
belongs,  and  it  is  from  this  view-point  that 
Registered  Nurses  should  enlist  their  interest 
and  active  support  of  questions  of  social  and 
professional  moment.  The  health  and  well- 
being  of  the  community  is  peculiarly  asso- 
ciated with  the  well-being  of  its  nurses.  Thus 
efficient  standards  of  Nursing  Education,  and 
just  economic  conditions  for  nurses,  are 
matters  members  of  Parliament  cannot  afford 
to  ignore,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Nursing 
Profession  to  keep  the  nation's  legislators  well 
up  to  the  mark  in  such  expert  questions. 

With  this  object  Registered  Nurses  have 
formed  their  Parliamentary  Council,  which  has 
been  quietly  at  work  preparing  for  the  recent 
Election  for  some  time,  so  that  when  the  great 
organiser  of  victory  at  the  polls — Sir  George 
Younger — pricked  the  Coalition  bubble  and  it 
went  pop,  quite  a  valuable  contingent  of  in- 
structed nurses  were  ready  to  help  candidates 
they  trusted,  and  to  enlighten  constituencies 
on  the  records  of  those  they  did  not. 

First  and  foremost  active  support  was  forth- 
coming for  Major  Barnett,  the  man  who, 
favoured  by  the  ballot  for  precedence,  gave 
the  nurses  their  chance  in  1919  and  introduced 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  which  resulted 
in  a  Government  Act  raising  a  noble  vocation 
tO'  the  status  and  dignity  of  a  Profession. 
Some  twenty  nurses  were  soon  busy  singing 
his  praises  in  the  poorer  districts  of  St. 
Pancras  (South-West),  and  the  nurses'  slogan, 
"  Vote  for  Major  Barnett,  the  champion  of 
skilled  nursing  for  the  breadwinner,  the 
mother,  and  babe,"  won  instant  and  sym^ 
pathetic  response,  and,  we  feel  sure,  added 
materially  to  the  increased  majority  of  2,756 
votes  by  which  he  was  triumphantly  returned 
to  Parliament. 

A  unique  and  popular  feature  of  the  nurses' 
election  campaign  was  the  picturesque  Proces- 
sion of  nurses  in  uniform  on  Election  Day 
through  the  districts  they  had  canvassed.  Led 
by  Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  upholding  the 
splendid  Banner  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses*^ 
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Association.     The  Procession  marched  briskly, 
to  the  delight  of  dancing-  children,  lovely  little 
creatures,     who    promised    Daddy's    vote    for 
.  Barnett  "to  please  the  nurses  !  ' ' 

Amongst  the  eager  canvassers  in  this  con- 
stituency werei  Councillor  Beatrice  Kent — a 
Chairman  of  Committee — very  resplendent  in 
her  lovely  car  decked  with  ribbons  of  royal 
blue;  Miss  Breay  and  Miss  Angel,  of  the 
B.J.N.  ;  Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  and  the  Misses 
Hulme,  Cattell,  Liddiatt,  Dempster,  J.  Jack- 
son, Bennett,  Birse,  Cassidy,  Clapp,  Dennam, 
Donaldson,  Drennen,  Fox,  Giffen,  Lowe, 
Trevena,  Whyte,  and  Gordon-Wright  of  the 
R.B.N. A.,  who  were  assisted;  in  the  work  of 
canvassing  by  Misses  Gedge,  Mitson,  Foster, 
Booth,  and  Solomon ;  Misses  EKinsford, 
A.R.R.C.,  Elizabeth  Thompson  and  Wads- 
worth,  of  the  R.N.S.,  and  several  Sisters  from 
the  Temperance  Hospital,  Hampstead  Road. 

When  the  poll  was  closed  the  result  was 
awaited  with  a  delightful  sense  of  confidence, 
and  it  was  just  too  bad  that  we  had  to  trot 
home  through  the  fog  at  2  a.m.  without  the 
announcement  of  victory  on  the  screen. 

Other  London  constituencies  in  which  the 
nurses  interested  themselves  were  St. 
George's,  Westminster,  in  which  district  the 
Offices  of  the  Nurses*  Parliamentary  Council 
and  the  R.B.N. A.  are  situated.  Here  the  very 
able  Duchess  of  Somerset  gave  a  splendid 
lead,  and  in  gratitude  for  the  suppK>rt  given 
to  nursing  questions  by  Mr.  J.  Monteitli 
Erskine,  Independent  Unionist,  notably  in 
voting  against  Rule  9  (a)  when  thrust  through 
Parliament  by  the  late  Minister  of  Health,  we 
whipped  up  quite  a  substantial  number  of 
votes,  which  helped  to  swell  his  fine  majority 
of  3,693. 

We  need  only  note  in  passing  that  Mr. 
C.  E.  Leonard  Lyle  (West  Ham,  Stratford), 
the  champion  wrecker  of  Major  Bamett's  Bill 
on  the  Report  Stage,  at  the  behest  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  was  handsomely 
beaten  by  Labour,  and  that  we  failed  to  meet 
any  College  nurses  in  the  East  End  canvassing 
for  him  as  a  quid  pro  quo  for  his  reprehensible 
services  ! 

We  welcome  the  Conservative  majority  at  this 
critical  moment  in  our  Empire's  affairs — men 
versed  in  world  politics  are  an  urgent  necessity 
— ^but  we  also  welcome  the  increased  returns  of 
our  very  good  friends  in  the  Labour  Party,  to 
whom  we  have  never  appealed  in  vain  for 
generousi  treatment  for  nurses.  We  feel  sure 
a  sense  of  responsibility  will  inspire  "  Labour  " 
from  the  dignified  coign  of  vantage,  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench.  E.  G.  F. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


Please  study  our  back  Cover  Page. 

We  have  to  thank  quite  a  number  of  friends 
for  sending  subscriptions  to  the  Independent 
Candidates'  Fund,  for  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  General  Nursing  Council  Election. 
But  we  want  more.  Printing,  paper,  and 
stamps  are  still  at  profiteering  prices.  If  every 
nurse  who  loves  liberty  of  conscience  and 
detests  autocracy  and  bureaucracy  will  send  us 
One  Shilling  we  shall  have  ample  funds  for  our 
purpose.  Send  to  Miss  M.  Breay,  431,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W,  i. 


The  War  Office  announce  that  a  regular 
member  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service  or  Queen  Alexandra's 
Military  Families'  Nursing  Service  retired  for 
age,  if  suffering  from  a  wound  or  injury  attri- 
butable to  military  service,  may  receive  an 
addition  to  retired  pay  or  gratuity  at  the  rate 
of  ;Cioo  a  year  for  total  disability  and  a  pro- 
portionate rate  for  less  disability  down  to 
20  per  cent. 

A  temporary  member  who  is  found  on 
cessation  of  her  employment  to  be  suffering 
from  a  disability  attributable  to  service  may 
be  granted  retired  pay  on  the  same  scale. 


The  Imperial  Nurses'  Club,  137,  Ebury 
Street,  London,  S.W.i,  is  to  open  its  Birthday 
Week  this  year  by  an  evening  "  At  Home  " 
on  Monday,  November  27th,  from  8  to  10 p.m., 
for  which  Miss  Mayers  has  sent  out  invita- 
tions. During  Birthday  Week  the  Club  will 
keep  open  house  from  3.30  to  6  p.m.,  when 
some  fine  music  will  be  rendered. 

On  Wednesday,  November  28th,  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  members  will  be  held  at  3.30  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  members  will  be  able  to 
elect  three  of  their  number  on  to  the  Committee. 

On  Saturday,  December  2nd,  goods  left  at 
the  Club  will  be  on  view,  and  if  not  claimed 
will  be  sold. 

On  Sunday  there  will  be  some  delightful 
music,  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Knight-Bruce  will 
speak  on  **  Does  the  Pig  make  the  Sty?  " 

Money  is  needed  for  renovations  and 
repairs.     It  is  ever  thus. 

Miss  Mayers  ends  her  hopeful  letter  as 
Secretary  of  the  Club  with  the  quotation  all 
nurses  might  take  to  heart : — 

"  Time  there  was^ — ^but  it  is  gone ; 

Time  there  may  be — ^who  can  tell? 
Time  there  is  to  work  upon  : 
Help  us,  Lord,  to  use  it  well." 
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We  have  all  read  about  the  terrible  earth- 
^quake  and  tidal  waves  on  the  coast  of  Chile 
for  hundreds  of  miles,  and  many  old  friends 
were  anxious  as  to  the  fate  of  "our"  Miss 
Mollett  and  her  sister  Lina,  living  at  Copiapo, 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  upheaval.  In  reply  to 
a  cable,  news  has  come  through  that  Miss 
Mollett  is  safe  and  unhurt,  but  that  Lina  has 
been  very  seriously  injured.  This  is  very  sad 
news,  and  we  can  but  hope  for  a  better  report 
when  letters  arrive.  No  experience  can  be 
more  awe-inspiring  and  shattering  than  to  live 
through  such  an  event,  and  bur  instinct  would 
be  to  take  the  first  boat  which  would  remove 
us  from  this  volcanic  vicinity. 


A  correspondent  sends  the  following  cutting 
from-  the  Times : — 

"  '  V.A.D.'  wanted  immediately  for  theatre 
work  in  Nursing  Home.  Apply,  giving  full 
particulars,  to  Matron,  . " 

The  employment  of  V.A.D.'s  in  Private 
Nursing  Homes  is  an  ever-increasing  abuse. 
The  patients  pay  for  highly  skilled  nursing, 
and  indeed  their  lives  may  depend  upon  it,  and 
unskilled  nursing  is  provided. 

Again  we  ask  what  is  the  loudly  advertised 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  doing  to  prevent 
this  abuse.  What  can  they  do  so  long  as  their 
Chairman  is  Chairman  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Committee,  which  breeds  V.A.D.'s  by 
-the  thousand,  and  which  during  the  war  per- 
mitted them  such  dangerous  responsibility  for 
our  sick  and  wounded?  In  this  connection 
certificated  Private  Nurses  suffer  great 
damage,  as  it  is  not  only  in  Nursing  Homes 
these  untrained  women  filch  their  work  from 
them.  Doctors  are  in  many  instances  satisfied 
to  permit  V.A.D.'s,  elevated  to  a  sort  of 
pseudo-professional  status  by  the  adoption  of 
nurses'  uniform,  to  act  as  sick  attendants,  and, 
of  course — and  we  cannot  complain  of  this — 
members  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Mili- 
tary Nursing  Service,  and  of  the  Territorial 
Nursing  Service,  having  been  compelled  to 
instruct  V.A.D.'s  in  their  professional  duties 
during  the  war,  they  are  now  quite  qualified  to 
undertake  chronic  and  "  attendant  "  home 
nursing. 

This  is  a  far-reaching  economic  question  as 
far  as  Registered  Nurses  are  concerned,  as  it 
means  a  serious  loss  of  independent  Private 
practice. 

And  how  about  the  ignorance  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  of  the  G.N.C.  so  far  as  Private 
Nursing  is  concerned?  It  actually  sent  up  a 
recommendation  a  few  weeks  ago  to  recognise 
as  a  training  school  for  nurses  a   Poor  Law 


Institution,  the  probationers  of  which  gained 
their  surgical  experience  during  a  six  months' 
service  in  a  Nursing  Home  at  York  !  And 
had  not  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  exposed  this 
unjustifiable  proposal,  which  cuts  at  the  very 
root  of  just  dealing  with  patients  who  pay 
highly  for  skilled  nursing,  and  not  to  be 
handled  as  ' '  experience  ' '  for  Poor  Law  pro- 
bationers, it  is  quite  possible  the  acceptance 
of  the  Education  Committee's  recommendation 
would  have  been  agreed  to  by  a  subservient 
majority  of  the  Council  and  a  most  dangerous 
precedent  established,  encouraging  persons 
who  run  Nursing  Homes  for  profit  to  do  so  on 
the  cheap,  irrespective  of  the  safety  of  the 
patient  or  the  prestige  of  Private  Nursing. 


This  reminds  us  that  the  candidate  put  up 
by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. — ^who  does 
not  hold  a  certificate  from  a  training  school — 
to  represent  the  large  body  of  highly  trained 
Private  Nurses  throughout  England  and 
Wales  on  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
assumes  a  very  hoity-toity  attitude  in  the 
pseudo-nursing  press  towards  her  constituents. 
If  this  lady  so  plainly  proclaims  her  contempt 
for  professional  opinion  in  the  "  green  tree," 
what  (if  elected)  will  it  be  in  the  "  dry  "? 

We  hear  from  many  Private  Nurses  that  it 
will  result  in  "  No  more  retention  fees  from 
me!  " 

We  advise  these  nurses  to  avert  any  such 
contingency  by  voting  for  Miss  Alice  Cattell, 
the  highly  qualified  certificated  Independent 
Private  Nursing  Candidate,  who,  as  a  member 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  has  worked 
faithfully  for  the  rights  of  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  profession  in  co-operation  with  the  daunt- 
less minority. 


Nurses  trained  at  the  Hackney  came  from 
many  quarters  to  attend  Miss  Griffith,  the 
Matron,  at  her  "  Silver  Jubilee."  Mr.  Mason, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  handed  her  their 
Presentation  Gift. 


A  very  interesting  little  ceremony  was 
recently  performed  at  Townsend  Place,  Kirk- 
caldy, where,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  gather- 
ing. Sir  Michael  Nairn,  Bart.,  Dysart  House, 
handed  over  as  a  free  gift  to  the  Association 
a  small  furnished  villa,  to  be  used  as  the  headl- 
quarters  of  the  Association  and  the  residence 
of  Miss  Watt. 

In  accepting  the  gift  Lady  Novar  paid 
tribute  to  the  many  good  works  done  by  the 
Nairn  family  for  Kirkcaldy. 


336 


Xlbc  British  3ournal  of  IRuraing*     November  25,  1922 


THEELECTION  ADDRESS  OF  MRS.  BEDFORD  FENWICK 

To  the  Registered  Nurses  of  England  and   Wales. 
GENERAL     NURSINQ     COUNCIL     ELECTION. 


20,  Upper  Wimpole  Street, 

Lx>ndon,  W. 

Dear  Madam, — 

It  is  thirty-five  years  ago  this  week 
since  I  commenced  in  this  house  the  movement 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  which 
has  resulted  in  the  passing  of  some  Sixty  Acts 
of  Parhament  all  over  the  world,  and  finally 
in  the  passing  by  the  English  Parliament  of 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  of  1919,  which 
entitles  you  to  Vote  next  week,  for  the  first 
time,  for  your  representatives  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council.  It  is  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  you  personally  to  understand  what  this 
privilege  and  responsibility  mean  to  your  pro- 
fession. 

During  the  ten  years  I  worked  as  Proba- 
tioner, Sister,  and  Matron  in  hospitals  I  was 
deeply  impressed  with  the  serious  disabilities 
under  which  hospital  nurses  were  expected  to 
perform  their  duties.  The  terribly  long  and 
exhausting  hours  of  work,  the  comfortless  con- 
ditions of  living,  the  quite  inadequate  theoreti- 
cal instruction  given  to  them,  and  the  poor 
pay ;  the  heartrending  physical  and  mental 
strain,  resulting  often  in  the  crushing  out  of 
the  spirit,  without  which  a  nurse  degenerates 
into  a  mere  machine.  In  the  year  1887  the 
vocation  of  nursing  was  economically  in 
bondage,  and  it  was  to  try  to  remedy  these 
conditions  that  I  called  together  a  Meeting  of 
Hospital  Matrons,  and  with  their  help  initiated 
the  British  Nurses'  Association  to  associate 
trained  nurses  for  their  mutual  help  and 
protection,  and  to  obtain  through  State  Regis- 
tration a  prescribed  standard  of  Nursing 
Education,  and  a  one-portal  Examination, 
to  qualify  them  for  the  responsible  duties 
demanded  by  the  uprising  of  medical  and 
surgical  science.  The  bitter  opposition  of  the 
managers  of  the  voluntary  hospitals  and  their 
officials  to  these  humane  and  just  demands  is 
now  a  matter  of  history.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
for  upwards  of  thirty  years  I  have  been  in 
the  forefront  of  this  economic  struggle,  sup- 
ported by  a  far-sighted  and  courageous 
minority  of  matrons  and  nurses.  Together  we 
drafted  the  First  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  in 
1904,  and  had  it  introduced  into  Parliament 
year  after  year,  to  be  blocked  by  wealthy  and 


influential  men  acting  for  the  Governors  of 
our  largest  hospitals.  Manifesto  after  Mani- 
festo against  the  principle  of  State  Registra- 
tion of  Nurses  was,  alas  !  signed  by  many  of 
the  Matrons  and  Hon.  Medical  Officers  of 
these  institutions,  a  solid  phalanx  in  support 
of  privilege. 

For  the  sake  of  propaganda  I  bought  and 
edited  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing,  the 
policy  of  which  has  always  been  the  demand  of 
self-government,  efficient  professional  educa- 
tion, just  economic  conditions,  and  duty  to  the 
community.  For  thirty  years  I  have  controlled 
this  Journal,  so  that  professional  nurses  should 
have  a  voice  in  the  press,  and  that  their 
aspirations  and  claims  might  be  brought  to 
the  notice  of  our  legislators.  For  fifteen  years 
right  on  from  1904  I  have  spent  many  hours 
in  the  Lobbies  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
patiently  picketing  member  after  member,  in- 
structing, persuading,  pleading  with  them  to 
support  legislation  to  better  the  general  con- 
ditions- of  the  nurses  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Gradually  ignorance  and  indifference  gave  way 
to  interest,  sympathy,  and  action. 

In  the  year  1908  Lord  Ampthill  carried  our 
Bill  through  the  House  of  Lords  without  a 
Division.  Mr.  Asquith  held  it  up  in  the 
Commons.  This  was  the  psychological  moment 
for  the  Nurses'  Organisations  to  unite  in  sup- 
port of  an  agreed  BilT,  and  this  they  did  in  the 
Central  Committee.  In  1914  Dr.  Chappie, 
under  the  ten  minutes  Rule,  proved  the  con- 
version of  the  House,  which  voted  by  a 
majority  of  228  in  support  of  the  principle  of 
State  Registration  of  Nurses. 

The  Battle  was  won.  But  was  it?  In  191 5 
the  opponents  made  a  flank  movement.  From 
the  anti-registration  strongholds  came  a 
counter-proposal  for  a  voluntary  system  of 
Registration,  to  be  promoted  by  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.  It  was  twenty  years  too  late. 
The  College  then  drafted  a  State  Registration 
Bill,  demanding  that  its  Council  should  govern 
the  Nursing  Profession.  The  stars  in  their 
courses  fought  for  the  women  who  had  pro- 
moted, worked  for,  and  paid  for  the  Registra- 
tion Campaign.  At  the  opening  of  Parliament 
in  1919  Major  Bamett  drew  a  first  place  in 
the  Ballot,  and  gave  the  Nursing  Profession 
its  chance.     He  introduced  our  Bill,  carried  it 


November  25, 1922      Zbc  Brltlsb  Joumal  of  fluralng. 


337 


througrh  to  the  Report  stag^e,  only  to  have  it 
heartlessly  blocked  by  a  g^roup  of  members 
acting  for  the  Collegia  of  Nursing-,  Ltd.  Then 
Dr.  Addison,  Minister  of  Health,  stepped  up 
to  the  table  and  gave  a  pledge  that  the 
Government  would  promote  a  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Bill.  He  kept  his  pledge,  and  his  Bill 
received  the  Royal  Assent  on  December  23rd, 
T919. 

So  far  so  good. 

The  Act  set  up  a  General  Nursing  Council, 
nominated  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  dissolved 
not  later  than  December,  1922,  On  to  that 
Council  I  was  nominated  by  the  Minister  of 
Health,  and  I  claim  that  during  my  term  of 
office  the  Nurses'  interests  and  welfare  have 
been  my  constant  and  only  consideration. 

Elected  as  Chairman  of  the  Registration 
Committee,  I  helped  to  draft  the  Rules,  in- 
cluding those  for  the  honourable  conduct  of 
business.  They  were  just  Rules — every  nurse 
to  be  treated  equally  without  favour.  They 
proved  too  just,  and  it  was  found  that  before 
preferential  treatment  could  be  given  to  a  cer- 
tain group  a  minority  of  the  Council  including 
myself  must  be  removed  from  power.  How, 
by  a  secret  attack  upon  me  at  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  this  was  done;  how  the  Rules  wore 
altered  and  thrust  through  Parliament  is  now 
past  history.  It  may  suffice  if  I  state  seriatim 
how  my  vote  has  been  cast  on  the  most  im- 
portant questions  in  dispute. 

1.  I  voted  and  agitated  against  the  proposal 
to  deprive  certificated  nurses  of  the  record  of 
their  certificates  on  the  published  Register,  the 
result  of  which  would  be  to  degradtei  Existing 
atid  Intermediate  Nurses  into  an  unqualified 
class,  and  deprive  them  of  power  to  compete  for 
professional   promotion   with   State   Examined 

•  and  Certificated  Nurses.  I  drafted  a  new  Rule 
to  include  the  record  of  Certificates,  to  which 
the  Minister  of  Health  gave  his  approval. 

2.  I  voted  against  the  Instruction  depriving 
the  Registration  Committee  of  the  right  to 
scrutinise  application  forms  and  references 
without  the  consent  of  the  Registrar,  before 
recommending  applicants  to  the  Council  as 
persons  qualified  for  Registration. 

3.  I  voted  against  the  disruption  of  business 
by  changing  the  constitution  of  all  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  nine  months  before  the  elec- 
tion of  the  new  Council,  and  strongly  dis- 
approve of  the  monopoly  of  power  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  medical  and  lay  members  of  the 
Council,  which  has  resaalted  in  depriving  the 
nurses  ^  of  rightful  authority  on  their  own 
Governing  Body. 


4.  I  have  opposed  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  giving  effect  to  the  Syllabus  of  "  prescribed 
training,"  to  which  probationers  have  a  right 
under  Section  3  (2)  (a)  and  (b)  of  the  Nurses 
Registration  Act,  ais  proposed  by  the  Educa- 
tion Committee.  Such  a  policy  deprives  pro- 
bationers noWi  in  training  of  the  most  valuable 
privilege  granted  to  them  by  Parliament,  and 
leaves  the  standard  of  Nursing  Education 
undefined. 

I  have  devoted  my  life  to  the  interests  of  the 
profession  to  which  I  belong,  and  am  still  pre- 
pared to  serve  it,  if  elected  to  a  further  term  of 
office  on  the  General  Nursing  Council.  We  are 
living  in  a  most  momentous  period  in  the 
history  of  nursing ;  looking  backward  I  call  to 
mind  thousands  of  splendid,  capable,  devoted 
nurses,  but  there  is  probably  not  one  of  them 
who  would  not  declare  that  she  might  be  still 
more  capable  if  she  had  had  the  opportunities 
of  systematised  instruction  provided  for  in  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act.  Looking  forward  I 
see  crowds  of  eager,  earnest,  ambitious  young 
women,  entering  through  the  portal  of  a  State 
Examination  into  their  heritage,  with  ever 
broadening  opportunities  as  yet  undreamed  of. 

I  know  and  admire  the  nurses  of  both 
classes.  Standing  at  the  Rubicon  I  stretch 
out  one  hand  to  the  nurses  of  the  past  and  the 
other  to  those  of  the  future.  There  is  much 
yet  to  be  done,  and  done  by  your  General 
Nursing  Council  to  weld  both  into  that  great 
Service  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  humanity,  the 
betterment  of  the  race,  and  the  cure  and  relief 
of  sickness,  known  as  the  Nursing  Profession, 
to  which  we  have  the  honour  to  belong.  It 
appears  to  me  that  those  who  have  lived  and 
worked  for  their  profession  in  both  eras  have 
special  opportunities  of  service  at  the  present 
time,  and  if  by  your  Votes  you  elect  me  to  the 
new  Council,  it  will  be  my  aim  to  place  my  life- 
long experience  at  your  service. 

Ethel  G.  Fenwick. 


ELECTION  TO  THE  GENERAL  NURSING 
COUNCIL  FOR   SCOTLAND. 

The  postal  ballot  is  now  in  process  in  Scot- 
land for  the  election  of  Nurse  Representatives 
on  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland, 
and  on  the  issue  depends  the  manner  in  which 
Scottish  nurses  will  be  governed  in  its  work 
for  thie  next  five  years.  In  recording  their 
votes,  Scottish  nurses  should  keep  in  view  that 
their  Council  should  fairly  represent  the 
interests  of  all  branches  of  nursing. 
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By    MARGARET    BREAY,    REGISTERED    NURSE 
MISS    ISABEL     MACDONALD. 

Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  a  member  of  the  present 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
entered  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh,  for  train- 
ing in  1903,  and  gained 


its  three  years'  certifi- 
cate. She  is  very  in- 
terested in  all  questions 
connected  with  the 
National  Health,  and 
lectures  for  fhe  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute, 
whose  certificate  in 
Hygiene  in  its  bearing 
on  School  Life,  and  its 
Health  Visitors'  Certifi- 
cate, she  holds.  She 
was  lecturer  to  the 
Scottish  National  Ex- 
hibition, lecturer  under 
the  County  Committee 
of  Fife  and  Haddington, 
the  County  Councils  of 
Stirling  and  Kinross, 
and  the  Carnegie  Dun- 
fermline Trust.  She 
has  written  two  books 
on  Nursing,  and  con- 
jointly widi  another 
nurse  won  a  ;£'5o  prize 
awarded  by  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute,  of 
which  she  is  a  Medal- 
list, as  well  as  a  Fellow 
of  the  Institute  of 
Hygiene,  and  she  holds 
the  diploma  of  the 
Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association. 

In  addition,  Miss  Mac- 
donald drew  up  the  Syl- 
labus for  the  courses  of 
Instruction  on  Tubercu- 
losis in  Fifeshire,  all  of 
which  goes  to  prove 
that  she  is  conversant 
with  much  concerning 
the  national  health  not 
included  in  the  ordinary 
hospital  curriculum,  and 

that  she  has  studied  extensively  methods  of  nursing 
education.  She  has  also,  for  two  years,  had  ex- 
perience of  private  nursing.  As  is  well  known  to 
our  readers  she  is  the  very  popular  Secretary  of  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  and  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  its  Settlement  and  Helena  Benevolent 
Funds,  as  well  as  of  the  Trained  Nurses'  Annuity 
Fund,  so  that  her  professional  career  has  brought 
her  into  touch  with  a  variety  of  nurses. 

As   a  member  of  the   General   Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales,  Miss  Macdonald  has  kept 


before  her  the  promotion  and  safeguarding  of  the 
nurses'  interests.  She  is  one  of  the  minority  who 
endeavoured  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  she 
had  undertaken,  and  to  carry  on  its  work  as  far  as 
possible  when  the  majo- 


MISS     ISABEL     MACDONALD. 
Secretary  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association- 
leader   of    tlie    younger    nurses   in    their   aspiration 
personal  and  professional  evolution. 


rity  absented  themselves 
from  duty  for  lo  weeks 
without  reason  assigned. 
Her  vote  has  been  cast 
for  the  right  of  the 
nurses  who  hold  a  cer- 
tificate of  training  tohave 
this  qualification  record- 
ed on  the  State  Register. 
She  has  supported  the 
claim  of  the  nurses  for 
a  protected  uniform  or 
badge,  and  for  the  right 
to  use  descriptive  letters 
indicating  their  State 
qualification.  She  has, 
further,  in  no  way  re- 
ceded from  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  that 
its  Syllabus  of  Training 
in  General  Nursing  out- 
lines the  knowledge 
which  a  Registered 
Nurse  should  be  ex- 
pected to  have,  and 
therefore  the  subjects 
in  which  she  has  a  right 
to  receive  instruction, 
and  is  one  of  those  who 
urge  that  the  Minister 
of  Health  should  be 
asked  to  sign  the  Sylla- 
bus at  once,  so  that  the 
Training  Schools  may 
get  to  work  upon  it. 

Miss  Macdonald, 
therefore,  offers  herself 
for  election  to  the  new 
Council  as  one  who  has 
been  tested  on  the 
present  one.  The  Regis- 
tered Nurses  who  havQ 
studied  the  records  of 
the  Meeting  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  published  in  this  Journal 
can  estimate  therefrom  the  work  she  has  done  in 
the  past,  and  the  lines  on  which,  if  elected,  she 
will  serve  them  in  the  future. 

Miss  Macdonald  has  a  specially  warmhearted 
sympathy  with  young  nurses  at  the  beginning  of 
their  careers.  She  not  only  wishes  for  them  pro- 
fessional evolution,  but  she  desires  that  they  shall 
also  be  many-sided  personally.  The  variety  of  in- 
teresting subjects  dealt  with  in  lectures  given  at 
the  R.B.N. A.  Club  bear  witness  to  this  aspiration. 
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MISS     ALICE    CATTELL. 

Miss  Alice  Cattell,  who  offers  herself  for  election 
as  one  of  the  nurses'  representatives  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  present  Council  by 
Dr.  Addison,  when  Minister  of  Health.  Miss 
Cattell  comes  of  a  family,  several  members  of 
which  have  found  their  vocation  in  nursing,  one 
of  her  sisters  having  been  awarded  the  Royal  Red 
Cross. 

Miss  Cattell  was  trained  for  three  years  and 
certificated  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  London,  and 
throughout  her  nursing  career  has  devoted  herself 
to  the  care  of  private  patients,  and  during  the 
last  twenty  years  has  built  up  a  very  successful 
private  practice  of  her  own.  The  fact  that  she 
has  done  so  indicates  that  she  possesses  very 
special  qualities,  and  that  she  has  so  impressed 
herself  on  the  patients 
whom  she  has  attended 
that  they  are  desirous 
of  securing  her  services 
whenever  they  may 
need  a  nurse,  and  of 
commending  her  to 
their  friends. 

To  succeed  in  this 
manner  must  mean 
that  a  nurse  is  a  very 
exceptional  woman. 
The  foundation  of  her 
work  must  be  thorough 
training  and  experi- 
ence ;  but  beyond  that 
much  depends  upon 
personal  characteris- 
tics. During  the  first 
eighteen  months  of 
Miss  Cattell's  work  on 
the  General  Nursing 
Council  she  interested 
herself  in  securing  and 
designing  for  Registered 
Nurses  a  protected  uni- 
form and  badge,  a 
feminine  matter  which 
has  now  passed  into 
the  hands  of  medical 
men. 

As  a  member  of  the 
Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  of  many 
years'    standing,    Miss 

Cattell  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  its  bene- 
volent schemes,  which  have  her  sympathy  and 
support,  though  she  realizes  that  in  the  future 
nurses  ought  to  command  a  just  equivalent  for 
their  services,  which  will  enable  them  to  make 
provision  for  themselves. 

Miss  Cattell  still  keeps  in  touch  with  her  Training 
School,  and  is  an  active  member  of  St.  George's 
Hospital  Needlework  Guild. 

The  honour  and  interests  of  private  nurses  will 
be  in  safe  keeping  if  she  is  elected  to  the  new 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales. 


MR.    TOM    CHRISTIAN. 

Mr.  Tom  Christian,  Head  Male  Mental  Nurse  of 
the  Banstead  Mental  Hospital,  Sutton,  Surrey, 
who  was  appointed  by  Dr.  Addison,  when  Minister 
of  Health,  as  a  Member  of  the  present  General 
Nursing  Council,  joined  the  Asylums'  Service  in 
190U,  and  gained  the  Certificate  of  the  Medico 
Psychological  Association  three  years  later. 

His  record  of  service  during  the  past  three  years 
on  the  Council  is  such  as  to  command  the  con- 
fidence of  mental  nurses  in  his  candidature  for 
election  to  the  new  Council.  He  has  uniformly 
voiced  their  interests,  and  is  one  of  those  members 
who  remained  at  the  post  of  duty  when  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Council  absented  themselves  for  ten 
weeks  from  meetings  and  committees. 


We 


have  received  from  Miss  Jessie  Da  vies  a 
precis  of  policy  and 
photograph  of  Miss 
Florence  M.  Embry, 
Matron  of  the  Swithland 
Convalescent  Home, 
Leicestershire,  who  has 
been  nominated  for  one 
of  the  nurses'  seats  on 
the  General  Nursing 
Council  by  the  Leicester 
Royal  Infirmary  Nurses' 
League.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  I^td. 


MISS     ALICE     CATTELL. 
Certificate  5t.  Georsre's   Hospital,  London. 


Specialist   In  Private  Nursing, 
in  the   well-being:   and   status 


Warmly  Interested 
of    Private    Nurses. 


We  also  have  to 
thank  Miss  M.  B.  Vickers 
for  a  precis  of  the  work 
and  photograph  of  Miss 
Violet  Webster,  Super- 
intendent of  Leeds 
School  Nurses,  who  has 
been  nominated  by  the 
Bradford  Royal  In- 
firmary Nurses'  League 
for  election  to  the 
Council  as  one  of  the 
five  nurses'  representa- 
tives. Miss  Webster  is 
also  a  member  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 

We  hope  to  find  space 
for  portraits  and  infor- 
mation next  week. 


The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  passed 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  F.N. A.  : — 

"  That  the  Fever  Nurses'  Association  urges  its 
members  to  support  Miss  Villiers  as  the  Candidate 
for  Fever  Nursing  on  the  General  Nursing  Council 
at  the  election  of  the  new  Council  in  December." 


We  are  not  surprised  to  hear  that  Miss  Alice  M. 
Bushby  has  the  warm  support  of  many  friends 
for  her  success  as  the  Sick  Children's  Nurse 
representative  on  the  Council. 
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GENERAL    NURSING   COUNCIL    FOR 
ENGLAND    AND    WALES. 

The  twenty-ninth  meeting  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  was  held 
at  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  Friday,  Novem- 
ber 17th,  Sir  Wilmot  P.  Herringham,  K.C.M.G., 
C.B.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  (Chairman  of  the  Council), 
presiding. 

Minutes. 

On  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  being  pre- 
sented for  signature.  The  Chairman  said  that  the 
name  of  the  Blackburn  Union  was  inserted  by 
mistake  in  the  report  of  the  Education  Committee. 
It  should  have  been  the  Haslington  Infirmary,  a 
training  school  affiliated  to  the  Blackburn  Union, 
thus  enabling  it  to  be  recognised  as  a  complete 
training  school.  With  this  correction  the  minutes 
were  signed  as  correct. 

Arising  out  of  the  minutes.  Miss  MacCallum 
said  that  when  recognition  was  granted  to  the 
Epsom  Union  there  was  a  Superintendent  Nurse 
in  charge ;  since  then  the  Superintendent  Nurse  had 
resigned,  and  the  Matron  of  the  Workhouse  had 
been  appointed.  She  would  like  to  know  what 
were  the  qualifications  of  this  lady. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  that  she  could  not  be 
appointed  Superintendent  Nurse  unless  she  were 
fuUy  trained. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee  to  obtain  information 
on  the  point. 

Correspondence. 

Letter  from  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the 
Syllabus  of  General  Training. 

The  Chairman  said  that  a  letter  had  been 
received  from  the  Minister  in  reference  to  the 
Syllabus  of  Training  which  was  before  the  Council. 
He  suggested  it  be  referred  to  the  Education 
Committee  for  report. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  letter 
dealt  with  a  most  important  question,  the  Syllabus 
of  General  Training,  which  had  been  before  the 
Council  for  months ;  she  could  see  no  reason  why 
this  communication  from  the  Minister  should  not 
be  read  to  the  Council.  There  was  a  suggestion 
in  it  which  proposed  a  means  to  circumvent 
Section  (3)  Sub-sections  (2)  {a)  and  (6)  of  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  which  secured  to  the 
nurses  their  prescribed  scheme  of  training. 

Communications  from  the  Scottish  Council  had 
been  withheld  from  the  Council  by  the  Registra- 
tion Committee  for  months.  The  Council  had  a 
right  to  consider  important  official  communi- 
cations addressed  to  it  and  do  its  own  business. 
A  meeting  of  the  Education  Committee  (at  which 
there  was  not  a  quorum)  had  recommended  that 
the  Syllabus  should  be  set  on  one  side.  That 
recommendation  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 
She  was  not  satisfied  that  the  letter  should  be 
referred  to  the  Education  Committee,  considering 
how  it  had  dealt  with  the  question.  She  moved 
that  it  be  read. 


The  Chairman  said  the  motion  was  that  the 
letter  should  be  considered. 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  MacCallum. 
There  was  no  discussion. 

The  Chairman  :  Is  no  one  going  to  move  an 
amendment  that  this  letter  be  referred  to  the 
Education  Committee  ? 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  :  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
is  not  fair. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  he  had  not  had  time  to  read 
the  letter  and  was  not  prepared  to  consider  it. 
As  a  matter  of  business — and  he  had  had  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  public  bodies — it  was  not  usual  to 
discuss  such  a  letter  offhand. 

Miss   Villiers   enquired   whether   the   Council 

would  have  the  opportunity  of  discussing  the  letter. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  enquired  whether,  if  the 

CouncU  discussed  the  letter  now,  it  would  then  be 

possible  to  adjourn  its  consideration. 

The  Chairman  said  that  Council  could  not 
discuss  impromptu  a  difficult  subject  such  as  this 
without  having  it  first  thrashed  out  in  Committee. 
On  being  put  to  the  vote,  Mrs.  Fenwick's  motion 
that  the  letter  from  the  Minister  to  the  Council 
should  be  read,  was  lost. 

Miss  MacCallum  called  for  a  division,  when  the 
voting  was — 

For  Mrs.  Fenwick's  motion  :  Miss  Villiers,  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss  Macdonald,  Miss  Mac- 
Callum, Miss  Cattell,  and  Sir  Jenner  Verrall. 

A  gainst :  Rev.  C.  B.  Cronshaw,  Miss  Dowbiggin, 
Miss  Seymour  Yapp,  Miss  Lloyd  Still,  Miss  E. 
Smith,  Dr.  Goodall,  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  Miss 
Coulton,  Miss  Sparshott,  Miss  Worsley,  Miss  Suiss 
and  Dr.  Smedley. 

Not  Voting  :  Miss  Cox-Davies,  Miss  Steele,  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills. 

Miss  IMacCallum  enquired  why  the  Minister 
said  that  if  Sir  Wilmot  Herringham's  statements 
were  correctly  reported  it  would  appear  that  the 
Council  had  departed  from  what  was  originally 
understood  to  be  their  intention.  She  called  for 
the  Minute  of  any  alteration  that  had  been  made 
by  the  Council,  as  she  had  no  recollection  of  any 
change. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  the  Minister  did  not 
understand  what  he  was  talking  about.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Letter  from  Sir  James  Michelli. 

A  letter  from  Sir  James  Michelli,  Seamen's  Hos- 
pital, Greenwich,  was  then  notified  by  the  Chair- 
man, who  said  that  Sir  James  Michelli  contended 
that  in  some  cases  nurses  trained  at  the  Seamen's 
Hospital  in  the  past  had  a  training  superior  to  that 
on  which  other  nurses  were  admitted  to  the 
Register,  yet  they  were  ineligible. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  they  could  be 
included  under  Rule  9  b,  as  agreed  by  the  Council. 

The  Chairman  said  they  we^e  not  eligible  under 
any  Rule  at  present. 

The    letter    was    referred    to    the    Registration 
Committee. 
Further  Leave  of  Absence  for  the  Registrar. 

The  Chairman  reported  a  letter  from  the 
Medical   Adviser   of   the   Registrar,    who   recom- 
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mended  that  she  should  have  another  month's 
leave  of  absence. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  enquired  whether  this 
further  leave  was  to  be  on  full  pay  of  ;£io  los.  a 
week,  as,  with  her  holiday,  she  has  already  had 
ten  weeks'  leave,  and  she  had  only  been  in  the 
service  of  the  Council  for  two  years. 

Miss  MacCallum  objected  to  an  extension  of 
leave  on  full  pay,  as  this  would  be  paid  out  of  the 
nurses'  money. 

The  Chairman  said  the  nurses  would  not  have 
to  pay  any  more. 

Miss  E.  Smith  said  that  the  Queen's  Nurses  had 
full  pay  when  ill. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said,  "Yes,  and  very 
poor  pay  too." 

Miss  Cox-Davies  said  that  during  a  recent  ill- 
ness she  had  received  full  pay. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said,  "  Yes,  after 
twenty  years'  service." 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  then  moved  that  the 
Registrar  be  granted  another  month's  leave  of 
absence  on  full  pay.  This  was  seconded  by  Miss 
Seymour  Yapp,  and  carried  by  18  votes  to  3. 

Report  on  the  Organisation  of  the  Office. 

Miss  MacCallum  asked  whether  the  gentleman 
expert  who  was  making  a  Report  on  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  Office  had  yet  submitted  it. 

The  Chairman  replied  in  the  negative  ;  the 
expert  said  he  was  having  it  typed,  but  if  the 
Report  had  been  submitted  he  (the  Chairman) 
would  not  have  had  time  to  read  it. 

Miss  MacCallum  expressed  the  opinion  that  if 
the  document  was  so  lengthy  the  expert  must  have 
found  a  great  deal  to  criticise. 

Report  of  Finance   Committee. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  presented  its  Report,  and  moved 
that  it  be  received. 

The  Committee  has  met  once — on  November 
9th. 
•  I. — To  recommend  that  the  Bills  and  Claims 

submitted  for  payment  be  approved. 

II. — To  recommend  that  the  staff  of  the  office, 
insurable  under  the  Employers'  Liability  Act, 
be  insured  on  an  adjustable  basis. 

III. — ^To  recommend  that  the  insurance  against 
risk  in  transit  of  money  to  and  from  the  bank  be 
effected  at  a  total  amount  of  ;^20,ooo,  the  limit 
of  money  involved  in  each  journey  being  ^500. 

IV. — ^To  recommend  that  ;^3,ooo  of  the  balance 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Council  be  invested. 

V. — To  report  that,  at  the  present  rate  of 
expenditure  for  stamps,  the  amount  required  for 
the  ensuing  month  will  probably  be  ;^20o. 

The  Report  was  approved. 

Report  of    Education   and  Examination 
Committee. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still,  Chairman  of  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee,  presented  its  Report, 
and  moved  that  it  be  received. 


The  Committee  has  met  twice — on  November 
2nd  and  9th,  1922. 

I. — Considered.     A    letter    from    the    General 
Nursing  Council  for  Scotland,  with  reference  to 
the  proposed  informal  conference  with  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  (Ref.  296,  3)  Minutes  of  Counc 
October  27th,  1922). 

The  Committee  decided  to  invite  the  Scottish 
representatives  to  meet  the  Education  Committee, 
and  two  members  of  the  Registration  Committee 
on  Saturday,  November  i8th,  at  11.30  a.m. 

II. — Considered.  A  further  list  of  hospitals 
whose  authorities  have  replied  to  the  enquiries 
instituted  by  the  Council,  but  whose  claims  to 
recognition  have  not  hitherto  been  discussec. 

Recommended  (a)  That  the  following  hospitals 
be  recognised  as  complete  training  schools ! 
Bury,  The  Infirmary,  Walmersley  Road  ;  Maccles- 
field, General  Infirmary.  (&)  That  the  following 
hospital  be  approved  as  a  hospital  for  general 
training,  in  association  with  a  hospital  for  men 
only. — The  Elizabeth  Garrett  Anderson  Hospital. 
Euston  Road,  (c)  That  in  order  to  avoid  disloca- 
tion of  work  and  possible  lack  of  nurses,  the  follow- 
ing hospitals  be  granted  provisional  recognition  as 
training  schools  up  to  September  30  th,  1923,  and 
that  nurses  entering  those  schools  before  that 
date  be  admissible  to  the  examinations  of  the 
Council,  on  the  understanding  that  the  Council 
will  after  that  date  consider  whether  the  conditions 
of  training  are  such  as  to  warrant  continued 
recognition  :  Redhill :  Reigate  and  Redhill 
Hospital ;  Scarborough  :  Hospital  and  Dispen- 
sary ;  Monkwearmouth :  Monkwearmouth  and 
Southwick  Hospital. 

Considered.  The  letter  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
dated  August  14th,  1922  (Ref.  287  (4),  Minutes  of 
Council,  September  22nd). 

Recommend. — That  the  following  letter  be  sent 
to  the  Minister  in  reply.  In  answer  to  the  Minis- 
ter's letter  of  August  14th,  1922,  and  the  letter 
of  the  Association  of  Poor-Law  Unions,  dated 
August  3rd,  1922,  which  was  enclosed,  the  General 
Nursing  Council  desires  to  make  the  following 
observations.     On  the  general  statement : — 

"  That  the  syllabus,  whilst  creating  an  ideal 

which  is  desirable  of  attainment  in  the  interests 

of  the  nursing  profession  and  of  the  community, 

sets  up  a  standard  which  is  impracticable  at 

the  present  time,  &c." 

and  on  the  two  final  paragraphs  of  the  letter,  the 

Council  desires  to  quote  the  following  paragraph 

from  the  Preface  to  the  Syllabus  : — 

"  The  General  Nursing  Council  has  compiled 
the  enclosed  syllabus  of  training  in  the  hope 
that  it  may  aid  the  training  schools  in  arriving 
at  a  general  standard  of  nursing  education,  and 
in  order  to  inform  them  of  the  general  lines  of 
education  and  the  standard  required  by  the 
Council  to  be  attained  by  the  candidates." 
The  Council  begs  to  submit  that  those  words 
embody  the  policy  recommended  by  the  Associa- 
tion. 

(a)  "  It  should  be  made  quite  clear  that  the 
theoretical     instruction     and     the     elementary 
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science  subjects  included  in  the  syllabus  are 
intended  to  be  treated  in  a  brief  and  elementary 
outline  only." 

The  Council  begs  to  quote  from  page  3  of 
Syllabus  : — 

2.  "  Scientific  terms  are  used  for  convenience, 
as  being  more  comprehensive  and  less  misleading, 
but  are  intended  to  be  interpreted  especially  in 
the  first  year,  in  a  simple  and  elementary  way, 
and  as  much  as  possible  in  direct  relationship  to 
practical  details. 

3.  "  Bacteriology  may  be  desired  as  a  separate 
subject  by  more  advanced  schools,  but  in  the 
submitted  scheme  it  can  find  place  under  Element- 
ary Hygiene  or  Theoretical  Nursing  \,and  for  that 
reason  is  included  under  both  headings)  and  will 
be  dealt  with  by  both  physician  and  surgeon  in 
the  senior  courses  of  lectures." 

{b)  "  The  column  '  Elementary  Science  '  in- 
cluding sanitation,  hygiene,  and  bacteriology, 
should  be  substituted  by  a  column  limited  to 
elementary  hygiene  (personal  and  general)  and 
bacteriology." 

The  Council  begs  to  submit  that,  as  the  subjects 
are  to  be  taught  in  an  elementary  way  (see  under  a), 
there  is  no  need  to  repeat  the  word  "  Elementary  " 
in  connection  with  Hygiene  in  particular,  nor  does 
the  Council  think  that  the  substitution  of  the 
words  "  General  Hygiene  "  for  "  Sanitation  " 
will  make  the  syllabus  either  easier  or  more 
intelligible. 

(c)  "  The  elementary  science  subjects  should 
be  deleted  entirely,  it  being  obvious  that  the 
inclusion  of  optional  subjects  will  inevitably 
lead  to  confusion  and  a  variation  in  the 
standard  of  training,  and  will  result  in  compli- 
cations so  far  as  the  examinations  are  con- 
cerned." 

.  The  words  "  optional  subjects  "  (see  syllabus  for 
second  year,  foot  of  third  column)  are  used  of  the 
second  and  third  year's  work  only. 

The  Council  desired  to  indicate  in  what  ways 
training  might  be  extended  beyond  the  usual 
limits  it  it  were  so  desired.  It  sees  no  reason  why 
schools  should  not  be  allowed  to  extend  their 
teaching  if  the  teachers  or  nurses  or  both  desire  it. 
Such  extension  will  have  no  bearing  on  the 
examinations,  since  the  subjects  of  examination 
remain  unaltered. 

{d)  "  If  it  is  not  thought  wise  to  delete 
the  Metric  System  entirely,  the  knowledge 
required  should  be  limited  to  the  value  of  the 
gramme,  litre,  and  c.c." 

The  Examination  Syllabus  contains  the  follow- 
ing items  :  "  Weights  and  Measures  "  (p.  7).  and 
"  Value  of  the  cubic  centimetre,  the  litre,  the 
gramme  "  (p.  9).  This  sufficiently  explains  what 
is  meant. 

{e)  "  The  item  '  Pharmacology  '  should  be 
defined,  showing  exactly  what  is  expected  of 
the  candidate." 

The  Syllabus  of  Subjects  for  Examination  under 
the  following  headings  :   "  Weights  and  Measures," 


"  Lotions  in  Ward  Use,"  "  Administration  of 
Drugs  ;  Hypodermic  Injections  "  (p.  7),  and  the 
paragraph  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics 
(p.  9)  shows  "  exactly  what  is  expected  of  the 
candidate." 

(/)  "  The     '  Notes     of     Biology,     Histology, 
Chemistry    of    Physiology '    as  separate  items 
should    be    deleted    on    the    ground    that   the 
syllabus  includes  as  much  Chemistry'-  of  Physi- 
ology as  a  nurse  need  know." 
The  Clause  (see  Syllabus  for  second  and  third 
year,    top    right-hand    corner)    is    inserted    as    a 
reminder  to  the  instructor  that  in  the  practical 
teaching  of  medical  nursing,  the  theoretical  teach- 
ing which  the  nurse  has  received  in  her  first  year 
should  be  referred  to  and  shown  in  application. 
[g]  "  The     formidable     appearance     of     the 
syllabus   might    be    substantially    reduced    by 
combining  for  the  purpose  of  lectures  subjects 
which    appear  twice    in  the  different   columns, 
and  give  the  impression  that  separate  lectures 
on  these  subjects  must  be  included  in  the  course 
to  be  given  under  the  separate  headings." 
The  Council  begs  to  quote  the  following  sentence 
of  the  Preface  (p.  2,  lines  5-7)  : — 

"  The    distribution    of    the    material    does    not 
necessarily  indicate  a  series  of  individual  lectures,, 
but  rather  a  grouping  of  the  subject  matter." 
and  also  to  refer  to  explanatory  note  3  quoted 
above. 

The  Council  begs  to  submit  that  no  serious 
misapprehension  need  be  feared  under  this 
heading. 

The  Report,  with  one  slight  amendment,  was 
approved. 

Report  of  the  Registration  Committee. 
Dr.  E.  W.  GooDALi.,  Chairman  of  the  Regis- 
tration   Committee,    presented    the    Report,    and 
moved  that  it  be  received. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  the  Com- 
mittee has  met  once — on  November  loth. 

I.  Considered. — Proposed  draft  Rule  9B.  {a) 
Draft  Rule  9B.  Ref.  277.  Minutes  July  21st,  1922. 
(6)  The  following  letter,  dated  August  loth,  from 
the  Scottish  Nursing  Council,  in  reference  to  draft 
Rule  9B.  referred  to  them  : — 

"  Referring  to  copy  of  new  Rule  9B,  passed  by 
your  Council,  the  matter  was  considered  at  a 
meeting  of  my  Council  held  yesterday,  and  I  was 
instructed  to  inform  you  that  my  Council  consider 
the  rule  is  much  too  wide  in  its  scope  and  leaves 
no  standard  at  all.  My  Council  feel  that  such  a 
rule  would  greatly  reduce  the  status  of  the  register 
both  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  my  Council 
is  not  prepared  to  pass  any  similar  rule.  After 
the  concessions  made  by  both  Councils  with  a 
view  to  securing  a  uniform  standard  for  the  twa 
countries,  mv  Council  feel  that  it  would  be  a 
matter  for  great  regret  if  the  present  rule  is 
finally  approved  by  your  Council. 

"  You  may  remember  that  my  Council  vvere 
throughout  desirous  of  having  a  rule  on  the  lines 
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of  the  annexed  copy,  giving  special  consideration 
to  nurses  who  were  in  practice  before,  say,  1900. 
This  rule  was  taken  out  of  the  final  draft  at  the 
request  of  your  Council,  and  I  am  asked  to  suggest 
that  it  might  meet  your  Council's  difficulty  if 
a  rule  similar  to  that  were  now  adopted  in  both 
countries^  In  regard  to  the  date  in  the  same,  my 
Council  ■At^  prepared  to  agree  to  this  being  either 
1900  of  any  later  date. up  to  1910." 

Annexation  referred  to — 

"  (a)  In  the  case  of  a  nurse  who  was  at  November 
ist,  1919,  engaged  in  actual  practice,  and  who  was 
also  bona  fide  engaged  in  nursing  prior  to  January 
ist,  1900,  and  who  does  not  coraply  with  the 
above  requirements,  such  special  evidence  of 
knowledge  and  experience  as  may  be  accepted  by 
the  Council  in  each  individual  case." 

(Handed  to  the  Registration  Committee  by  the 
Chairman  of  Council). 

The  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  wording 
of  the  rule  proposed  by  the  Scottish  Council  would 
make  it  possible  to  place  upon  the  register  a  nurse 
who  had  had  no  training  at  all.  As  the  Com- 
mittee felt  that  this  would  not  be  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Council,  they  drafted  the 
following  modification  to  Rule  9B  : — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  preceding 
rules,  the  Council  shall  have  power  to  consider  and, 
if  it  thinks  fit,  to  approve  for  registration  the 
application  of  any  nurse  who  either  (a)  has 
previous  to  191  o  been  trained  for  at  least  one 
year  in  a  hospital  or  hospitals  not  approved 
by  the  Council,  and  has  afterwards  had 
exceptional  experience  in  training  or  super- 
intending nurses ;  or  (&)  has  previous  to  1910 
undergone  a  part  but  not  the  whole  of  the 
required  length  of  training  in  a  hospital  or  hospitals 
approved  by  the  Council,  and  has  afterwards  had 
exceptional  experience  in  training  or  superintending 
nurses,  provided  that  such  an  application  shall  be 
referred  to  the  Council  in  detail  by  the  Regis- 
tration Committee." 

This  was  forwarded  by  the  Chairman  of  Council 

to   the   Scottish   Council  with   a  view  to   seeing 

•       whether  it  met  their  objections.     The  following 

letter,  dated  October  9th,  was  received  in  answer  : — 

"  Referring  further  to  your  letter  of  20th  ult., 
enclosing  fresh  draft  of  Rule  93,  I  have  now  had  an 
opportunity  of  submitting  this  to  my  Council. 

"  My  Council  has  no  comments  to  offer  on  the 
first  part  of  the  Rule,  but  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
paragraph (6)  they  still  think  that  a  definite  period 
of  one  year's  training  should  be  insisted  on.  My 
Council  have  also  had  certain  applications  which 
they  were  sorry  to  have  to  refuse,  but  they  feel 
that  it  is  essential  that  there  should  be  a  definite 
standard  and  that  the  advantage  of  having  this 
outweighs  all  other  considerations. 

"  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  further  when 
the  matter  has  been  again  before  your  Council. 

"  My  Council  do  not  in  any  event  propose  to 
pass  any  rule  in  similar  terms  here,  but  they  pro- 
pose to  insert  in  Rule  21  (3)  (d)  after  the  word 
'  obtained  '  the  words  '  in  a  hospital  recognised  by 
the  Council  or.'  " 


Recommended. — i.  That  the  following  new  rule- 
be  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  his 
approval,  and  that  the  Minister  be  informed  that 
the  G.N.C.  for  Scotland  has  agreed  to  it : — 

Rule  9B. 

"Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  preceding 
rules,  the  Council  shall  have  power  to  consider  and, 
if  it  thinks  fit,  to  approve  for  registration  the 
application  of  any  nurse  who  has,  previous  to 
191  o,  been  trained  for  at  least  one  year  in  a  hospital 
or  hospitals  not  approved  by  the  Council  and  has- 
afterwards  had  exceptional  experience  in  training, 
or  superintending  nurses," 

Rule  21  (3)  (d)  will  then  read  as  follows  : — 

"  In  the  case  of  a  nurse  whose  training  has  been! 
obtained  in  a  hospital  recognised  by  the  Council 
or  in  a  hospital  or  institution  not  recognised  by  the- 
Council  under  this  section,  evidence  that  the 
applicant  has  been  trained  for  at  least  one  year  in; 
said  hospital  or  institution,  and  has  been  for  two- 
years  subsequently  before  the  ist  day  of  November, 
1919,  bona  fide  engaged  in  practice  as  a  nurse  in 
attendance  on  the  sick,  and  such  special  evidence 
of  adequate  knowledge  and  experience  as  the 
Council  may  consider  satisfactory  in  each  individual 
case." 

Recommended.— 2.  That  the  Council  agree  with 
the  alteration  of  the  Rule  proposed  by  the  Scottish 
Council. 

II.  Applications  for  Registration. — The  following 
statements,  showing  the  progress  of  registration, 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Health  : — 

Applications  received  during  week  ending — 

Gen.  Supp.  Total. 

October  28th  .  .     235    . .   59   •  •   294 

Nov.  4th        ..       ,  .  .  ,  274   .  .   34   ••   308 

Nov.  nth     ..  ..     267   ..   46   ..   313 

776         159       915 

III.  Registration   to  November   nth,    1922  : — 
Applications  received  . .  . .  •  •  IS'S^^ 
Applications  approved  by  the  Council  to 

Oct.  27th,  1922      ..  ..  ..  ..11,249 

Applications   for   approval   at   meeting   on 

Nov.  17th,  1922  . .  .  .  • .  •  •  574 
Applicants  ineligible   (to  meeting  on  Oct, 

27th,  1922)  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  645 
Applicants  ineligible  (to  be  brought  before 

meeting  on  Nov.   17th,   1922)      .  .           .  .  24 

Applications  withdrawn        . .          . .          •  •  29- 

Applications  incomplete       .  .          .  .          . .  3,061 

I5.5«2 
This  statement  does  not  include  the  additional 
applications,  289  in  number,  which  were  approved 
by  the  Registration  Committee  at  its  meeting  on 
November  15th,  and  are  to  be  brought  before  the 
Council  at  its  meeting  on  November  17th. 

Lists  of  574  applicants  for  registration  whose 
applications  have  been  found  to  be  in  conformity 
with  the  rules  are  appended,  as  also  are  lists  of 
24  applicants  whose  applications  are  not  in  con- 
formity with  the  rules. 
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Recommended. — 3.  That  the  574  appUcants  whose 
applications  have  been  found  to  be  in  order  be 
approved  for  registration,  and  that  the  Registrar 
be  instructed  to  enter  their  names  in  the  appro- 
priate parts  of  the  Register. 

4.  That  the  appropriate  certificate  be  granted  to 
each  of  these  appUcants,  and  that  authority  be 
hereby  given  to  affix  the  Seal  of  the  Council  to 
each  certificate. 

IV,  Recommended. — 5.  That  the  nurses  whose 
cases  were  deferred  be  approved  for  registration 
under  Rule  qb,  if  and  when  it  receives  the  sanction 
of  the  Minister  of  Health,  and  that  the  Registrar 
be  instructed  to  enter  their  names  in  the  appro- 
priate parts  of  the   Register. 

6.  That  the  appropriate  certificate  be  granted 
±0  each  of  these  applicants,  and  that  authority  be 
hereby  given  to  affix  the  Seal  of  the  Council  to 
•each   certificate. 

The  particulars  in  respect  of  these  applicants 
are  herewith  circulated  confidentially. 

V.  The  Committee  has  arranged  to  hold  a  special 
meeting  on  November  15th,  in  order  to  consider  a 
number  of  applications  scrutinised  since  its  meet- 
ing on  November  loth.  These  applications  will  be 
brought  before  the  Council  at  the  meeting  on 
November  1 7th,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
will  ask  for  the  special  permission  of  the  Council 
to   present   them   for   consideration    (under   Rule 

44  (4)- 

(During  the  consideration  of  the  applications  for 
Registration  the  Press  withdrew.) 

Discussion. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  that  the  Scottish  Committee 
objected  to  Rule  qb  as  approved  by  the  Council 
as  too  wide  ;  the  Registration  Committee  had 
therefore,  brought  up  another  Rule. 

(Rule  9B  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  preceding 
Rules,  the  Council  shall  have  power  to  consider 
any  application  for  registration  which  shall  be 
referred  to  it,  in  detail,  by  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee as  being  of  an  exceptional  character  and, 
if  it  thinks  fit,  to  approve  the  applicant  for 
registration.") 

The  Council  had,  at  its  meeting  on  July  21st, 
adopted  in  the  Report  of  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee a  Rule  which  provided  that  sortie  training 
should  be  required  in  all  cases  of  applicants  for 
registration,  but  also  agreed  to  Rule  gs.  He  gave 
several  illustrations  at  the  time  of  cases  of  an 
exceptional  character  which  would  come  under 
Rule  QB.  There  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
either  the  present  Council  or  the  next  would  put 
nurses  on  to  the  Register  wholesale. 

As  the  Scottish  Council  did  not  agree  to  Rule  qb,  , 
the  Registration  Committee  drafted  another  Rule 
(printed  in  the  Report  of  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee above).     The   Scottish   Council  agreed  to 
the  first  half  of  this  Rule,  but  not  to  the  second. 
Rule  QB   as  now  drafted   by  the   Registration 


Committee,  and  agreed  to  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Scotland,  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  preceding 
Rules,  the  Council  shall  have  power  to  consider 
and,  if  it  thinks  fit,  to  approve  for  Registration 
the  application  of  any  nurse  who  has,  previous  to 
1 910,  been  trained  for  at  least  one  year  in  a 
hospital,  or  hospitals,  not  approved  by  the  Council, 
and  has  afterwards  had  exceptional  experience  in 
training  or  superintending  nurses." 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  the 
first  letter  sent  to  the  Council  from  the  Scottish 
Council,  which  was  presumably  intercepted  by  the 
Registration  Committee,  in  reference  to  draft 
Rule  QB,  was  dated  August  loth.  The  letter  was 
not  reported  to  the  Council  either  in  September  or 
October.  The  new  draft  Rule  ought  not  to  have 
been  sent  to  Scotland  before  being  submitted  to 
the  English  Council ;  she  considered  it  entirely 
out  of  order.  She  asked  (i)  Why  this  important 
letter  from  the  Scottish  Council  has  been  withheld 
from  the  Council  ?  (2)  Who  gave  the  Regis- 
tration Committee  power  to  alter  Rule  qb  and 
refer  it  to  the  Scottish  Council  before  it  had  been 
placed  before,  and  agreed  to,  by  the  English 
Council  ? 

Dr.  Goodall  said  this  letter  from  Scotland 
had  not  been  reported  before  in  order  to  facilitate 
business.  He  presumed  the  Council  were  not 
going  to  suggest  that  when  they  passed  a  Reso- 
lution,'and  referred  it  to  a  Committee  to  deal  with,  ' 
that  the  correspondence  should  come  before  the 
Council,  thus  holding  up  the  business.  It  was  a 
matter  which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  one  or 
two  months.  The  Registration  Committee  had 
not  committed  the  Council  in  the  smallest  degree. 
It  was  the  usual  method  of  business. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee  had  not 
answered  her  questions,  and  again  asked : 
(i)  Why  the  important  letter  from  Scotland, 
dated  August  loth,  was  not  brought  before  the 
Council  until  three  months  after  it  had  been 
received  ?  and  (2)  Why  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee had  altered  Rule  9B  and  submitted  it  to 
the  Scottish  Council  without  the  consent  of  th^ 
Council  ?  Such  methods  of  business  entirely 
ignored  the  authority  of  the  Council. 

The  questions  remained  unanswered. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  the  Council 
offering  no  objection.  Dr.  Goodall  moved  to 
insert  in  Rule  9B  the  words  "  in  a  hospital  recog- 
nised by  the  Council  or  "  before  the  words  "  in 
a  hospital  or  hospitals  not  approved  by  the 
Council." 

The  Rule  was  then  approved. 

Miss  Suiss  pointed  out  that  the  Rule  gave 
special  privileges  to  Matrons,  but  the  Chairman 
said  that  the  amended  Rule  had  just  been  passed, 
and  she  should  have  raised  the  point  before. 

The  Report  of  the  Registration  Committee  was 
then  approved. 
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Report  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  presented  the  Report  for  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills  (Chairman  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee),  and  moved  that  it 
be  received. 

Amongst  the  items  reported  were  the  resignation 
of  Miss  Harrison,  Chief  Stenographer.  The  Com- 
mittee recommended  that  Miss  Cecilia  Bowie  be 
appointed  in  her  place  at  a  salary  of  £4  a  week. 

The  following  Resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  That  every  one  who  resigns  from  the  service 
of  the  Council  shall  tender  a  resignation  in  writing, 
which  shall  be  laid  before  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  for  report  to  the  Council,  and  shall  be 
requested  to  appear  before  the  said  Committee, 
who  shall  ascertain  the  reasons  of  the  resignation, 
and  report  to  the  Council." 

Discussion. 

Miss  MacCallum  enquired  whether  Miss  Bowie 
was  to  be  paid  the  same  salary  as  Miss  Harrison. 

The  Chairman  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Miss 
Bowie's  salary  would  be  £4  a  week. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  the  work  of  the  Chief 
Stenographer  was  highly  technical  and  responsible 
as  she  reported  aU  the  business  of  the  Council  and 
Committees,  this  responsibility  not  being  required 
of  the  Registrar.  Why  should  this  post  only 
carry  a  salary  of  £4  a  week  when  Miss  Darbyshire 
was  paid  £5  for  merely  interviewing  applicants 
for  registration  ? 

The  Chairman  said  she  was  paid  what  she 
asked.  Was  Mrs.  Fenwick  prepared  to  propose 
that  she  should  receive  more  ? 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  No,  but  that  Miss  Darby- 
shire should  be  paid  less.  The  person  who  per- 
formed the  most  skilled  and  responsible  duties 
should  receive  the  highest  salary. 

The  recommendation  as  to  Miss  Bowie's  appoint- 
ment was  then  agreed. 

Dr.  Goodall,  Miss  Seymour  Yapp  and  Miss 
WoRSLEY  did  not  consider  the  reasons  for  resigna- 
tions should  be  reported  to  the  Council, 

On  the  proposition  of  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  it 
was  agreed  that  a  letter  should  be  sent  to  Miss 
Harrison  from  the  Council,  thanking  her  for  her 
admirable  work  and  invariable  courtesy. 

The  Report  was  then  approved  as  a  whole. 

Any  Other  Business. 

Under  "  Any  Other  Business,"  Miss  MacCallum 
asked  for  information.  She  said  on  going  through 
the  list  of  Nurses  and  the  Register  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  she  found  some  nurses  described 
as  trained  on  the  list,  and  certificated  on  the 
CoUege  Register. 

The  Chairman  :   What  list  ? 

Miss  MacCallum  :  The  list  of  applications 
supphed  to  the  Council. 

The  Chairman  (putting  on  his  hat)  :  The 
business  of  the  Council  is  over. 

Miss  MacCallum  :  This  concerns  the  working 
nurses.  A  working  nurse  will  never  get  justice 
here. 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 


GENERAL   NURSING  COUNCIL    FOR 
IRELAND. 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Ireland  was  held  on  the  loth  inst.,  at 
33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

Sir  Edward  Coey  Bigger  presided,  and  the 
following  were  present :  Sir  William  Taylor,  Miss 
Reeves,  Miss  O'Flynn,  Miss  Michie,  Miss  Bostock 
and  Miss  Curtin. 

The  Registrar  was  in  attendance. 

Apologies  for  non-attendance  were  received 
from  Lady  Kenmare,  Sir  Arthur  Chance,  Miss 
Huxley,  Miss  Walsh  and  Mrs.  Blunden. 

The  reports  of  the  various  committees  of  the 
Council  were  adopted. 

In  their  report  the  Registration  Committee 
reported  as  to  the  number  of  applications  already 
dealt  with,  and  it  was  decided  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  nurses  to  the  fact  that  the  latest  date  under 
the  Act  for  receiving  applications  for  registration 
without  examination  is  March  31st,  1923. 

The  Council  adopted  regulations  with  regard  to 
the  recognition  of  hospitals  as  training  schools 
for  nurses,  and  hospitals  desirous  of  being  so 
recognised  must  apply  to  the  Council. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  Edward  Coey  Bigger, 
seconded  by  Miss  Curtin,  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted  : — 

"  That  we,  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Ireland,  strongly  recommend  that  trained  nurses 
be  exempted  from  service  on  juries." 

After  the  transaction  of  routine  business  the 
Meeting  adjourned. 


KING'S    COLLEGE    HOSPITAL. 

The  members  of  the  Nursing  Staff  are  organizing 
a  Bazaar,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  to  provide 
Christmas  fare  for  the  Patients,  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Hospital  being  in  too  bad  a  state 
for  money  to  be  taken  from  the  general  funds  for 
this  purpose. 

The  Bazaar  will  be  held  in  the  Out-Patients'  HaU 
on  December  9th,  from  3-9  p.m.    Admission,  6d. 

There  will  be  Concerts  given  by  the  Nurses, 
Teas,  Character  Reading,  and  various  Stalls  with 
Sweets,  Calendars,  Leather  Goods,  &c.  ;  and  it 
is  hoped  that  as  many  former  King's  Nurses  as 
possible,  and  others  who  are  interested  in  King's, 
will  come  and  bring  their  friends,  and  help  to 
make   this   effort  a  real  success. 


PROFESSIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED 
NURSES. 

The  Social  Club  of  the  P.U.T.N.  are  giving 
a  Dance  (Fancy  Dress  optional),  on  Thursday, 
November  30th,  at  the  Holbom  Hall,  Gray's 
Inn  Road.  Tickets,  price  6s.  each,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  P.U.T.N.,  62.  Oxford 
Street,   W.  i. 

Please  notify  as  soon  as  possible  if  you  wish 
to  attend,  as  arrangements  have  to  be  made 
beforehand.     Maude  MacCallum.  Hon.  Secretary. 
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LEAGUE     NEWS. 


A  most  enjoyable  "  At  Home  "  was  given  by  the 
London  Temperance  Hospital  Nurses'  League  on 
Saturday  evening  last,  when  the  guests  included 
the  Chairman  of  the  Hospital  (Major  Rigg,  O.B.E.), 
and  Mr.  Reginald  Wilson.  Miss  Richardson  (late 
Matron  of  the  Hospital)  and  Miss  Dora  Hinton 
(for  so  many  years  a  Sister  there)  were  also  present. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening,  Councillor  Beatrice 
Kent,  with  her  Municipal  Honours  fresh  upon  her, 
took  the  chair,  and  Miss  Millman  delivered  a  most 
interesting  address  on  the  British  Empire  Union, 
and  what  it  stands  for,  which  was  listened  to 
with  deep  attention  and  interest.  The  subsequent 
suggestion  of  Major  Rigg,  that  a  branch  of  the 
Union  should  be  formed  in  the  hospital,  was  very 
sympathetically  received,  and  the  Matron,  Miss 
Kathleen  Smith,  as  President  of  the  League, 
promised  that  the  proposal  should  have  con- 
sideration. She  spoke  of  the  value  of  outside  in- 
terests to  nurses,  and  urged  the  members  of  the 
League  to  take  more  interest  in  what  is  going  on 
around  them.  Referring  to  the  coming  election 
of  direct  representatives  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  as  President  of  the  League,  she  com- 
mended to  the  members  the  candidature  of  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  and  Miss  Heather-Bigg,  and 
advised  them,  in  the  matter  of  the  selection  of 
candidates  for  support,  to  follow  the  advice  given 
in  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

After  the  speeches,  cofiee  and  delectable  cakes 
(supplied  by  the  Plane  Tree  Restaurant,  io6,  Great 
Russell  Street,  W.C),  were  served  at  little  tables, 
round  which  parties  of  friends  foregathered.  Miss 
Marshall,  Assistant  Matron,  helping  to  entertain 
the  guests,  some  of  whom  charmed  the  audience 
with  most  delightful  music. 

Miss  Millman  brought  down  the  house  with  her 
inimitable  sketches  "  The  Election  "  and  "  My 
Photograph." 

The  evening  concluded  with  Auld  Lang  Syne, 
and,  as  was  fitting  at  a  meeting  of  the  British 
Empire  Union,  "  God  Save  the  King." 


NURSES'  MISSIONARY  LEAGUE. 

A  Quiet  Day  for  Prayer  and  Meditation  wiU  be 
held  on  St.  Andrew's  Day,  Thursday,  Novem- 
ber 30th,  1922  (by  kind  permission  of  the  Vicar, 
the  Rev.  Prebendary  Sharpe,  M.A.),  at  the  Parish 
Church  of  Paddington,  St.  James',  Sussex  Gardens. 
8  a.m.,  Holy  Communion ;  lo  a.m..  Morning 
Prayer ;  10.30  a.m.,  ist  Address,  "  The  Call  to 
Service,"  The  Vicar  ;  11  a.m..  Holy  Communion  ; 
2nd  Address,  "  The  Practice  of  the  Presence  of 
God,"  the  Rev.  P.  Ireland- Jones  (Punjab)  ; 
3  p.m..  Intercessions ;  3.30  p.m.,  3rd  Address, 
"  The  Glorj'  of  the  Second  Mile,"  the  Rev.  P. 
Ireland-Jones  ;  6  p.m..  Evening  Prayer  and 
Intercessions,  The  Vicar.  There  wiU  be  periods 
for  Prayer  and  silent  Meditation  after  each  Ad- 
dress, and  an  admission  of  New  Members. 


NURSING    ON    THE    STAGE. 

By  A  Nurse. 

Distinctly  funny,  from  a  nurse's  point  of  view. 

After  the  rigidly  plain  and  soberly  professional 
hospital  uniform,  to  meet  the  beautiful  nurse- 
heroine  of  an  enthralling  drama  I  saw  a  few  years 
ago,  dressed  in  a  different  coloured  uniform  every 
time  she  appeared — at  one  time  in  palest  grey, 
with  rows  of  frillies  round  the  bottom  of  her 
"  ninon "  apron ;  and  at  another,  in  mauve 
crepe-de-chine ;  and,  again,  in  palest  blue ;  her 
day's  duty  mostly  spent  in  wandering  about  Hyde 
Park  and  other  haunts  of  Society.  We  admired 
her,  sitting  on  her  patient's  knees,  taking  his 
pulse — the  pulse  counting  being  the  only  bit  of 
work  she  did  in  the  play,  from  beginning  to  end. 

The  adventuress  of  the  play,  to  lure  her  into 
a  "  thieves'  kitchen,"  and  incidentally  into  the 
po\ver  of  the  villain,  awaiting  her  there,  goes, 
dressed  in  another  original  hospital  uniform,  to 
enquire  for  her  at  her  hospital,  with  the  message 
from  "  Bart.'s  "  that  they  had  just  admitted 
a  serious  accident,  were  short-handed,  in  conse- 
quence, and  were  sending  a  Ward  Sister  (the 
adventuress)   to  ask  for  the  assistance  of  Nurse 


At  this  point,  my  companions,  four  hospital 
Sisters,  were  so  convulsed  with  laughter,  that,  but 
for  the  fact  that  there  were  barely  twenty  persons 
besides  ourselves  in  the  stalls,  we  should  have 
been  asked  to  retire. 

We  recovered  in  time  to  see  the  adventuress — in 
a  black  silk  cloak  and  floating  white  muslin  veil — 
leading  the  heroine,  dressed  in  her  fourth  and  most 
artistic  change  of  outdoor  uniform,  down  some 
steps  into  the  "  thieves'  kitchen,"  which,  natur- 
ally, the  poor  innocent  creature  mistook  for  the 
entrance  of  St.   Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

In  the  opening  scene  of  the  same  play,  "  A 
Bedroom  in  Belgravia,"  we  enjoyed  the  spectacle 
of  the  dying  Earl,  propped  up  in  bed,  with  a  very 
tight  nightshirt,  obviously  forced  on  over  all 
his  other  garments.  A  devoted  doctor  was  in 
charge.  This  gentleman  exclaimed  to  the  anxious 
relatives  and  the  nurse  heroine  (playing  a  purely 
ornamental  part,  as  usual),  "My  God!  he  is 
sinking ;  I  must  give  him  some  morphia."  and 
became  very  busy  with  a  hypodermic  syringe. 

The  result  of  this  treatment  was  that  the  dying 
man  was  at  once  sufficiently  revived  to  make  a  new 
will,  which,  not  being  in  his  favour,  the  villain, 
of  course,   at  once  secreted. 

Another  play  I  witnessed  with  much  appiecia- 
tion  showed  an  exciting  scene  in  which  the  hero 
recovers  his  memory  and  full  faculties  on  the  spot 
by  the  operation  of  trephining,  performed  before 
our  eyes,  without  the  aid  of  instruments,  on  the 
stage. 

To  a  professional  observer  there  seemed  some- 
thing lacking. 

After  much  play  with  a  basin  and  a  towel 
(all  he  required,  apparently),  the  skilful  surgeon 
simply  stuck  a  dab  of  cotton  wool  on  the  head, 
applied  a  loose  bandage,  and  the  deed  was  done. 
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A   CRUEL    INJURY   AVERTED. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


A  member  of  the  Council  of  the  College  of 
Nursing  takes  exception  to  our  statement  in  last 
week's  issue  in  reference  to  our  question  :  "  Is  a 
Nurse  a  Domestic  Servant  ?  "  and  the  collapse  of 
the  appeal  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  that  for 
purposes  of  unemployment  insurance  she  is. 

VVe  asked,  "  What  have  the  members  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  done  to  maintain  the 
status  of  their  profession  in  this  connection.  So 
far  as  we  know  they  have  taken  no  concerted 
action." 

Our  correspondent  informs  us  that  a  deputation 
of  the  College  Council  waited  upon  the  Governors 
of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  and  put  forward  argu- 
ments against  the  appeal ;  that  other  hospital 
Governors  both  Metropolitan  and  Provincial  were 
associated  with  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  in  this 
appeal ;  and  that  a  Matron  member  of  the  Council 
prepared  a  Statement  to  submit  at  the  hearing  of 
the  case  in  the  High  Court  against  the  appeal. 

We  are  exceedingly  glad  to  have  this  information. 
In  our  opinion,  if  members  of  the  College  from  all 
over  the  country  had  taken  "  concerted  action," 
addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  their  Council  (who  is 
also  Treasurer  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital)  this  most 
injurious  attempt  to  depreciate  the  whole  pro- 
fession of  nursing  would  never  have  been 
attempted. 

Our  correspondent  claims  that  the  result  of  the 
College  Deputation  was  the  withdrawal  of  the 
appeal  that  nurses  are  domestic  servants,  and 
that  otherwise  it  would  have  succeeded  in  Court. 
The  deputation  may  have  influenced  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley  to  withdraw  the  Appeal,  but  we  are  very 
sure  that  he  and  the  hospital  governors  associated 
with  him  would  have  been  badly  beaten  in  Court, 
as  the  case  had  not  a  leg  to  stand  on  ;  and  the 
free  nurses'  organisations  were  acting  under  the 
best  legal  advice  in  preparing  their  Statements 
against  it. 

The  whole  proceeding  is  one  more  proof  of  the 
danger  to  the  status  of  women  workers  when 
organised  under  the  control  of  their  employers  ; 
and  had  this  professional  depreciation  been 
effected  by  the  Chairman  of  the  College  in  his 
dual  capacity  as  Treasurer  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital, 
either  he  or  every  seLf-respecting  member  of  the 
College  would  have  been  compelled  to  resign  or 
for  ever  hold  their  peace. 


In  our  Correspondence  columns  a  letter  wiU  be 
found  from  Miss  Lloyd-Still,  Matron  of  St.  Thomas' 
Hospital,  alluding  to  this  subject. 

OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Cross,  Woolwich  Home 
for  Ailing  Babies,  123,  Eglington  Road,  Plumstead, 
S.E.  We  regret  being  compelled  to  hold  over  its 
publication,  on  account  of  the  great  pressure  on 
our  space. 


MATRON.I 

Monyhull  Colony  for  Epileptics  aiiu  Feeble  Minde3 
Persons,  Birmingham.— Miss  F.  Cullwick  has  been 
appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Bradford 
Royal  Infirmary  and  has  been  TJieatre  Staff  Nurse  at 
the  Birmingham  General  Hospital,  and  Superintendent 
Nurse  and  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Darenth  Training 
Colony.  ® 

Cardigansliire  General  Hospital,  Aberystwith.— Miss 
J.  E.  Humphreys  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Infirmary  and  Dispensary,  Warring- 
ton, where  she  subsequently  was  Acting  Sister.  She 
has  done  private  nursing  in  connection  with  the 
Swansea  General  and  Eye  Hospital,  and  has  also  held 
various  positions  as  Sister  at  Aberystwith  for  the  last 
two-and-a-half   years. 

Victoria  Cottage  Hospital,  High  Barnet.— Miss  A.  E. 
Baker  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Tottenham,  and  was 
subsequently  Sister  at  the  Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women  ; 
and  has  been  Matron  of  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Epping' 
DAY     SISTER. 

St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Halifax.— Miss  Isabel  Peflers  has 
been  appointed  Day  Sister.  She  was  trained  at 
St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Bradford ;  and  has  been  Sister 
at  the  Hackney  Infirmary  and  at  the  Toxteth  Park 
Infirmary,    Liverpool. 

Miss  E.  Webberley  has  been  appointed  Day  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Fir  Vale  Infirmary,  Sheffield  ; 
and  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Medico-Psychological 
Association.     She  is  also  a  Certified  Midwife. 
HOUSEKEEPINCaSlSTER. 

Charing  Cross  Hospital,  London.-— Miss  Mildred 
Freshney  has  been  appointed  Housekeeping  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  Guy's  Hospital,  and  has  held  the 
appointments  of  Ward  Sister  and  Night  Sister  in  Queen 
Alexandra's  Royal  Naval  Nursing  Service,  and  of 
Housekeeping  Sister  at  provincial  hospitals.  She  is 
a   Certified  Midwife. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE 
FOR     NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Eleanor  S.  Campion  is  appointed  to  Herts 
C.N.A.,  as  Assistant  Superintendent ;  Miss  Ida  L. 
Benson  to  Kingston,  as  Senior  Nurse;  Miss  Edith 
Blain  to  South  Hetton ;  Miss  Muriel  E.  Botsford  to 
Maidenhead;  Miss  Emma  W.  Butler  to  Guildford; 
Miss  Hester  Dickson  to  St.  Albans  ;  Miss  Elizabeth 
Dial  to  Harrogate  ;  Miss  Bridget  Hickey  to  Ryde ; 
Miss  Emma  Imossi  to  South  Hetton  ;  Miss  Margaret 
A.  James  to  Haworth  ;  Miss  Agnes  Kemp  to  Worthing ; 
Mrs.  Alice  L.  Pywell  to  Torquay ;  Miss  Constance  e'. 
Rose  to  Margate  ;  Miss  May  A.  Smith  to  Central  St. 
Pancras  ;  Miss  Margaret  D.  Stewart  to  Leigh-on-Sea  ; 
Miss  Lilian  Whitton  to  Tickhill. 

PRESENTATION. 

Miss  EUzabeth  MacCalman,  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Perth  Sick  Poor  Nursing  Society's  Nurses'  Home, 
Stormont  Street,  Perth,  who  has  completed  twenty-one 

years  of  service — all  of  which  has  been  spent  in  Perth 

under  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute,  has  been 
presented  with  the  gold  Badge  of  the  Institute,  the 
presentation  being  made  by  Dr.  Graham,  who  said 
that  Miss  MacCalman  had  been  a  most  energetic  and 
sympathetic  worker,  and  he  did  not  think  she  had 
been  off  a  day  in  the  twenty-one  years.  He  read  a 
letter  from  the  Institute,  referring  to  the  good  and 
loyal  work  she  had  accomplished. 
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WELFARE    WORK    IN    MACEDONIA. 

By  A.  Garstang. 

It  was  in  1920,  just  after  I  had  been  released 
from  welfare  work  with  the  War  Office,  that  some- 
one told  me  a  welfare  worker,  with  hospital 
experience  was  required  in  Serbia.  Two  weeks 
after  my  application  was  in  I  was  on  my  way  via 
Orient  Express.  It  had  always  been  a  wish  of 
mine  to  travel  in  this  luxurious  Express,  but  I 
never  thought  it  would  ever  come  true  ! 

You  take  the  train  from  Calais,  in  a  through 
compartment,  with  wagon-lits,  travel  through 
France  via  Paris,  Switzerland  via  Lausanne, 
Italy  via  the  Lake  of  Maggiore,  Milan  and  Venice, 
and  on  through  Jugo-Slavia  to  Belgrade.  It  is 
the  easiest  and  most  comfortable  journey  known, 
and  certainly  one  of  the  most  picturesque.  Arrived 
at  Belgrade  I  had  some  days  to  wait  until  someone 
else  could  accompany  me  on  yet  another  journey 
to  Macedonia.  This  was  not  so  comfortable  or 
not  so  easy  running.  In  many  parts  the  railway 
lines  were  being  repaired,  we  had  many  stopping 
places,  and  had  to  stay  the  night  in  Skoplyi,  as 
there  was  no  train  running  direct  to  Veles.  The 
memories  of  that  night  are  not  pleasant.  It 
was  hot  August  weather ;  there  were  many  mos- 
quitoes and  many  bugs,  so  that  though  the  town 
itself  had  many  interesting  people,  and  interesting 
buildings  and  places,  the  least  said  the  soonest 
forgotten  !     It  was  dirty — distinctly  dirty  ! 

The  next  day  saw  me  in  the  train  once  more. 
It  is  something  like  a  two  or  three  hours'  ride  to 
Veles,  but  the  whole  journey  took  the  best  part 
of  three  days,  as  much  time  spent  as  from  Calais 
to  Belgrade  !  From  Veles  to  Shtip,  the  east  side 
of  Macedonia,  I  journeyed  in  an  Army  wagon 
with  some  soldiers,  there  being  no  railway ;  it 
took  the  whole  day.  The  country  gave  one  the 
"  idea  of  a  barren  and  dry  land  where  no  water  is." 
The  roads  were  appalling,  having  huge  holes,  and 
in  some  places  sloping  and  unle veiled.  Sitting 
on  one's  baggage,  or  crouched  on  sacks  and  hold- 
alls, could  hardly  be  "  travelling  in  comfort." 
The  Serb  soldiers  were  cheerful,  however,  and 
seemed  quite  used  to  it. 

Once  settled  in  Shtip  I  found  it  was  quite  a 
delightful  place.  There  were  two  sisters  there 
who  had  been  in  the  Scottish  Women's  Unit. 
They  were  helpful,  as  they  loiew  the  language 
and  were  happy  and  good  tempered,  which  makes 
a  great  difference. 

We  had  very  comfortable  living  quarters,  and 
in  the  same  block  we  had  two  large  rooms  which 
we  prepared  for  "  sleeping  "  some  of  the  village 
children  who  required  extra  feeding  up.  Outside 
in  the  yard  we  had  a  dispensary  and  dressing 
station,  where  every  day  (except  Sunday)  the 
children  came  for  treatment — sometimes  as  many 
as  140,  and  never  fewer  than  80.  It  was  heavy 
work  as  some  of  the  children  had  extensive  skin 
trouble. 

The  dispensary  was  open  for  half  the  day,  the 
other  half  of  the  day  was  spent  sometimes  in 
visiting  patients  and  sometimes  in  visiting  schools, 


issuing  tickets  for  admission.  When  the  cases 
visiting  the  dispensary  required  doctor's  advice,  we 
accompanied  them  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

After  six  months  I  was  wired  for  to  go  to  Monas- 
tir,  or  Bitolj,  as  the  Serbs  have  called  it,  a  place 
situated  right  across  Macedonia  in  the  west,  only 
about  18  miles  from  the  Greek  frontier  and  not 
many  hundred  miles  from  the  Albanian  front. 

Monastir  is  a  very  interesting  place.  It  was 
very  tumbled  down  and  still  showed  the  ravages 
of  war.  Barbed-wire  and  trenches  evei-ywhere 
on  the  outskirts  ;  many  broken  down  houses  in 
the  town  and  many  badly  riddled  with  shot. 
But,  on  the  whole,  it  has  picked  itself  out  of  the 
debris ;  the  roads  are  repaix^ed,  the  canals  are 
mended,  the  shops  are  rebuilt,  and  the  place  is 
thriving.  With  regard  to  the  people  one  soon 
learns  that  the  Macedonian  goes  about  with  a 
view  of  working  only  for  to-day,  as  to-morrow 
will  take  care  of  itself.  I  have  never  seen  it  so 
well  emphasised  as  in  Macedonia. 

My  work  in  Monastir  was  to  open  up  a  hospital 
for  the  orphans  and  run  a  dispensary  in  connection 
with  it.  The  children  had  previously  always 
visited  the  civil  hospital  in  the  town,  but  as  the 
Child  Welfare  Association  were  organising  orphan- 
ages here  and  there,  they  thought  a  hospital, 
'run  solely  for  the  orphans,  would  be  much  nicer. 
Having  procured  a  small  Turkish  house,  beds  and 
some  hospital  appliances  from  the  Serbian  Relief 
Fund  when  they  closed  down,  and  a  kindly  gift 
of  clothing  from  the  Americans,  together  with 
the  necessary  local  carpenter,  &c.,  we  opened  the 
little  hospital,  and  before  long  were  able  to  treat 
30  patients.  There  were  two  wards — one  for 
boys  and  one  for  girls — and  then  one  smaller  ward 
for  an  isolated  case.  The  first  six  months  after 
the  opening  of  the  hospital  we  had  very  heavy 
work,  but  with  the  constant  care  and  attention 
given  in  the  daily  dispensary,  the  general  condition 
of  the  children  improved,  so  that  we  have  not  had 
so  many  patients  since. 

Unfortunately,  we  were  not  able  to  keep  the 
hospital  going  owing  to  lack  Of  funds.  It  had 
been  a  great  wish  of  the  town  that  the  Serbian 
Government  (as  in  the  case  of  the  orphanages), 
might  be  able  to  take  it  over,  but  tpiere  was  no 
credit  in  the  country  and  it  had  to  be  closed  in 
August  last. 

COMINQ    EVENTS. 

November  2yth  to  December  3rd. — Imperial 
Nurses'  Club,  137,  Ebury  Street,  S.W.I.  Birthday 
Week.  Opening  "  At  Home,"  November  27th. 
8  to  10  p.m. 

November  30th. — Nurses'  Missionary  League. 
Quiet  Day,  St.  James'  Church,  Sussex  Gardens. 
8  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

December  2nd. — ^League  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  Nurses,  General  Meeting  and  Social 
Gathering.      3  p.m. 

December  yth.  —  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary. 
Nurses'  League  Reunion  Dinner.  Trades  House, 
Glasgow.  7.45  p.m.  Guest  of  Honour,  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick. 
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Nervous  Exhaustion 

IVTERVOUS  strain  is  telling  upon  the 
health  of  many  of  our  people, 
resulting  in  nervous  fatigue,  nervous 
exhaustion,  insomnia,  and  functional  ner- 
vous disorders  generally. 

Nerve  w^aste,  like  all  tissue  w^aste,  can 
only  be  made  up  by  nutrition.  The  diffi- 
culty in  such  conditions  is  that  the 
nervous  system,  which  plays  such  an  impor- 
tant part  in  digestion  and  assimilation,  is  so 
disorganised  that  ordinary  diet  is  not 
assimilated.  The  need,*  therefore,  is  some 
highly  nutritious  food,  not  too  rich  in 
proteid,  and  containing  a  good  proportion 
of  fat  in  a  palatable  and  digestible  form. 

In  Virol  these  conditions  are  perfectly  fulfilled, 
and,  what  is  more  important,  this  preparation  is 
so  finely  emulsified  that  it  does  not  tax  the  diges- 
tion at  all,  and  is  assimilated  in  the  weakest 
conditions.  Small  quantities  of  Virol  taken 
between  meals  are  rapidly  absorbed  and  digested 
by  the  system,  and  the  nervous  balance  is 
gradually  restored,  so  that  the  patient  will  in  a 
short  while  be  able  to  assimilate  ordinary  diet. 

VIROL 

Virolised  Milk — a  teaspoonful  of  Virol  mixed  with  half- 
a-pint  of  warfn  (not  hot)  milk — is  an  ideal  food  for 
nervous  exhaustion,  and  a  tonic  food  for  Nursing  Mothers. 

Used  in   3,000   Hospitals  and  Child  Welfares. 

IN  JARS,  1/3,  2/-  and  3/9. 

VIROL  LIMITED,  Hanger  Lane,   Ealing,   London,   W.5. 
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HOSPITAL    WORLD. 

A  grant  of  ,-^6,ooo  from  the  King  Edward's 
Fund  has  been  allocated  to  the  Nurses'  Home  in 
connection  with  the  St,  Mary's  Hospital,  Plaistow. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


The  institution  at  Brentwood  managed  by  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  is  in  future  to  be 
known  as  High  Wood  Hospital  for  Children. 


It  was  intensely  gratifying  to  those  who  have 
worked  so  hard  for  success  to  find  that  such  a 
liberal  response  has  been  made  from  all  quarters 
to  the  mammoth  bazaar,  which  is  extending  over 
four  days,  in  aid  of  the  furnishing  of  the  nurses' 
new  home  in  connection  with  the  Nottingham 
General  Hospital,  which,  when  completed,  will 
supply  one  of  the  many  pressing  needs  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Institution.  In  addition  to 
consolidating  the  nurses'  quarters,  instead  of  the 
scattered  and  inadequate  homes  at  present  in  use, 
the  new  building  will  form  a  Nottingham  and 
Notts,  war  memorial.  We  hope  to  hear  the  takings 
later — a  very  handsome  sum. is  anticipated. 

THE     GLAXO     FILM. 

A  special  invitation  performance  of  the  Glaxo 
Film,  which  was  exhibited  for  the  first  time,  was 
given  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  November  i8th, 
at  the  Metropolitan  Theatre,  Edgware  Road,  W.  i. 
The  theatre  was  well  filled  with  an  audience  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  medical  practitioners  and  nurses. 

The  film,  which  was  of  great  interest,  was  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  H.  Jephcott,  who,  in  stating  that 
Glaxo  is  manufactured  solely  in  New  Zealand  and 
Australia,  the  milk  supplies  being  obtained  from 
farms  surrounding  the  factories,  remarked  that 
he  had  not  long  been  home  in  the  English  climate, 
and  commented  on  the  importance  of  sunshine 
in  a  dairy  country,  amongst  other  things,  because 
it  assists  in  producing  the  conditions  under  which 
clean  milk  is  more  readily  obtained. 

The  film  showed  some  wonderful  pictures  of 
the  scenery  in  New  Zealand  and  Australia,  as  well 
as  illustrating  the  scientific  manner  in  which  the 
packing  and  manufacture  of  Glaxo  is  carried  out, 
herds  of  cattle  in  their  pasture,  the  conditions  under 
which  cows  are  kept  in  the  milking  sheds,  and  the 
safeguards  observed  to  secure  a  product  of  high 
standard,  including  the  milking  of  the  cows  by 
machinery  were  demonstrated. 

Besides  the  illustrations  of  the  industry  at  the 
Antipodes,  pictures  were  shown  of  the  processes 
carried  on  at  Glaxo  House.  Those  who  are  familiar 
with  the  headquarters  of  this  great  industry  at 
Glaxo  House,  Osnaburgh  Street,  London,  must 
have  realised  how  wonderfully  the  film  illustrates 
the  work.  It  was  announced  that  the  film  could  be 
obtained  for  exhibition  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 
Education  through  the  eye  is  undoubtedly  a 
method  of  propaganda  in  the  future,  and  a  very 
excellent  method  it  is.  Much  interest  was 
evinced  by  those  present  at  the  performance, 
and  expressions  of  goodwill  for  the  Directors  of 
Glaxo,  who  issued  the  invitations. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

MAJOR    BARNETT'5   ELECTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — ^Will  you  allow  me,  through 
your  columns,  to  thank  the  Nurses  who  voted  for 
me  in  the  Parliamentary  Election  last  Wednesday 
and  those  others  who,  having  no  vote  for  South- 
west St,  Pancras,  yet  found  time  amid  the  exacting 
duties  of  their  profession,  to  work  in  my  Committee 
rooms  or  canvass  the  electors. 

Where  so  many  gave  me  help  and  sympathy,  it 
is  almost  invidious  to  particularise,  but  I  wish 
particularly  to  thank  the  Registered  Nurses'  Par- 
liamentary Council,  and  Miss  Isabel  Macdonald  and 
the  Royal  British  Nurses,  who  came  to  my  assist- 
ance in  force  on  Polling  Day.  Happy  the  candi- 
date whose  cause  can  claim  such  charming 
advocates ! 

May  I  also  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
you.  Dear  Madam,  for  the  article  which  appeared 
in  the  issue  for  November  4th  of  your  widely-read 
Journal  ?  While  far  too  flattering  to  myself,  it  at 
least  served  the  purpose  of  drawing  attention  to 
the  needs  of  one  who,  however  inadequately,  had 
tried  to  forward  the  Nurses'  cause. 

Finis  coronal  opus  and  my  re-election  with  an 
increased  majority  of  2,756  has,  I  know,  given 
satisfaction  to  those  friends  who  so  generously  and 
so  spontaneously  placed  their  services  at  my 
disposal. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

R.  W.  Barnett. 

House  of  Commons, 
November  20th. 

WEAL    OR    WOE     FOR    OUR     PROFESSION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — As  the  forthcoming  election  of  our 
representatives  on  the  General  Nursing  Council  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  and  fraught  with  far- 
reaching  possibilities  for  weal  or  woe  for  our 
profession,  I  write  to  suggest  that  all  earnest- 
minded  nurses,  who  have  the  welfare  of  their 
profession  at  heart,  should  make  special  intercession 
to  God  that  all  nurse  electors  be  guided  aright  in 
their  choice  of  persons  as  their  representatives, 
particularly  during  the  time  the  voting  papers  are 
out. 

Also  to  wish  you  and  aU  Independent  Candidates 
every  success,  especially  you  and  the  valiant 
minority  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  who  have 
so  consistently  upheld  the  rights  of  the  nurses 
during  these  last  eighteen  months. 

I  sincerely  hope  all  registered  nurses  will  vote 
for  those  candidates  who  have  shown  they  prefer 
principles  to  patronage  (which  is  the  bane  of  our 
profession),  and  who  moreover  have  the  courage 
to  voice  those  principles. 
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The  coming  election  will  go  far  towards  making 
ours  a  5e//-goveming  profession  or  binding  us  still 
more  firmly  to  the  chariots  of  the  employers. 
Nurses,  which  do  you  prefer  ?  Independence  or 
Patronage  ?  If  you  elect  independent  can- 
didates a  big  stride  will  have  been  made  towards 
a  free  Council  and  5e//-government ;  if  you  vote 
for  the  employers'  nominees  you  will  have  forged 
a  chain  about  your  necks  that  will  take  five  times 
five  years  to  break. 

Again  wishing  you  aJl  success,  and  thanking 
you  and  your  minority  colleagues  for  your 
courageous  stand. 

I  remain,  Dear  Madam,  Yours  faithfully, 
Mary  Burr, 

Registered  Nurse. 

Neuilly-sur-Seine,  Paris. 

MISS    VILLIERS    AN     INDEPENDENT    CAN- 
DIDATE   FOR    Q.N.C. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — May  I  point  out  that  the  state- 
ment in  last  week's  issue  of  The  British  Journal 
OF  Nursing  that  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
had  nominated  me  on  its  list  of  Candidates  without 
my  consent  is  not  quite  accurate. 

The  Secretary  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  three 
Associations  of  which  the  College  of  Nursing  is 
one,  wrote  and  asked  if  I  were  standing  for  election, 
and  added  that  if  so  they  would  like  to  support  my 
candidature. 

When  later  I  received  nomination  papers  from 
this  Committee  I  declined  to  fill  them  in,  on  the 
ground  that  as  I  was  standing  as  an  Independent 
Candidate  it  would  be  undesirable  to  be  nominated 
by  any  particular  Committee  or  Association. 
Yours  truly, 

Susan  A.  Villiers. 

[We  still  consider  that  before  placing  Miss 
Villiers'  name  on  the  list  of  its  nominees, 
and  issuing  it  to  the  Press,  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and 
the  Matrons'  Associations  should  have  obtained 
her  consent,  which  apparently  they  did  not  do. 
lo  offer  to  support  her  candidature  if  standing  for 
election  is  quite  another  thing,  and  is  all  to  the 
good,  should  Miss  Villiers  have  to  contest  the 
election,  which  up  to  date  does  not  appear  prob- 
able.— Ed.1 

PROTECTION  OF  OUR  PROFESSIONAL 

STATUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — I  am  sure  you  will  agree  that  the  facts 
connected  with  the  action  of  the  Governors  of  this 
Hospital  in  respect  of  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
Act  of  1920  as  it  affected  the  Nursing  Profession, 
should  be  correctly  put  on  record.  It  is  because 
your  editorial  note  of  November  i8th  does  not 
state  them  quite  accurately  that  I  have  to  ask 
you  to  print  this. 

The  Governors,  with  many  others,  interpreting 
the  Act  by  the  decisions  already  given  of  its 
provisions,  as  exempting  nurses,  had  from  the 
first  refused  to  pay  or  to  allow  their  nurses  to  pay, 
holding  that  it  was  a  most  unfair  burden  placed 


upon  both  hospitals  and  the  nursing  profession. 
Finally,  under  pressure  from  the  Government,  it 
was  decided  to  appeal  for  a  decision  which  should 
definitely  exempt  nurses. 

That  appeal  has  now  been  withdrawn  in  defer- 
ence to  a  widely-expressed  feeling  based  on  the 
fact  that  in  order  to  obtain  exemption  nurses  must 
have  come  under  the  definitions  which  have  already 
so  widely  extended  the  meaning  attributable  to 
domestic  servant. 

It  is  here  that  I  venture  to  correct  your  state- 
ment that  "  nursing  has  to  thank  the  independent 
organisations  for  averting  a  very  grave  injury  to 
its  professional  status."  As  a  fact,  the  Governors 
had  no  communication  of  any  kind  with  any 
independent  organisation ;  they  were  entirely 
and  solely  influenced  by  three  conditions — the 
views  of  their  own  nurses,  the  withdrawal  of  the 
hospital  which  had  joined  in  the  appeal,  and  the 
feelings  of  nurses  generally  which  was  brought 
before  them  by  a  representative  deputation. 

Again,  you  ask,  "  what  have  the  members  of 
the  College  of  Nursing  done  to  maintain  the  status 
of  their  profession  ?  "  The  reply  to  this  is  that 
the  seven  nurses  who  formed  the  deputation  refer- 
red to  were  all  members  of  the  College  of  Nursing. 

I  must  request  that  these  corrections  be  given 
in   your  next  issue,   and   I   reserve  the  right  of 
making  this  statement  of  the  real  facts  public. 
I  am.  Madam,  yours  truty, 

Alicia  Lloyd  Still, 
Matron  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital. 
Superintendent,    Nightingale   Train- 
ing School. 

St.  Thomas'  Hospital, 
London.   S.E.i. 

[We  do  not  concede  to  Miss  Lloyd  Still  that  our 
Note  last  week  was  "  not  quite  accurate."  The 
fact  is,  that  the  Governors  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital 
made  a  most  disastrous  bhmder  in  interfering  with 
our  professional  affairs,  as  usual,  without  consulting 
our  profession.  The  case  is,  in  a  nutshell.  We 
pleaded  with  the  late  Minister  of  Labour  for  exemp- 
tion from  unemplojrment  insurance  because  we 
were  professional  workers,  not  domestic  servants. 
The  Minister  listened  to  our  plea  and  exempted 
nurses  trained  and  in  training  from  July,  1922, 
stating  that  the  fees  must  be  paid  up  to  that  date. 
The  Governors  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  appealed 
against  this  decision  and  desired  that  exemption 
should  be  made  retrospective,  arguing  that  their 
Senior  Staff  Nurse  was  engaged  in  domestic  servjce. 
The  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  the  National 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  and  the  Professional 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses  intervened  to  dispute  and 
disprove  this  argument.  They  went,  of  course, 
straight  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  not  to  the 
Governors  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  who  have  no 
authority  over  them.  And  we  repeat  that  the 
widespread  indignation  throvighout  the  Nursing 
World  as  focussed  in  these  organisations  has 
"  averted  a  grave  injury  to  its  professional  status." 
We  have  referred  to  this  question  in  another 
column. — Ed.] 
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The   Midw^ife 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 


A  meeting  of  the  Central  Mid  wives'  Board  was 
held  at  i,  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings,  West- 
minster, on  Thursday,  November  i6th.  Sir  Francis 
Champneys  presiding. 

Report  of  Standing  Committee. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Miss  Puxley  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  stating  that  the  Home  Office 
had  been  consulted  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  exempting  practising  midwives  from  liability 
to  Jury  Service,  and  that,  although  it  is  not  likely 
that  there  will  be  any  prospect  of  immediate 
legislation  on  the  subject,  the  Home  Office  has 
noted  the  case  of  midwives  for  consideration  when 
the  time  is  more  favourable. 

The  Secretary  having  reported  that  he  had 
thanked  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  steps  which 
it  had  taken,  his  letter  was  approved. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Honorary  Secre- 
tary of  the  Macalpine  Maternity  Home,  Man- 
chester, forwarding  a  copy  of  the  following  Re- 
solution : — 

"The  Committee  of  the  above  Home  desires 
to  urge  upon  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  its 
conviction  of  the  need  for  a  longer  and  more 
adequate  training  for  midwives.  It  asks  the 
Board  to  give  immediate  attention  to  this  matter, 
and  urges  them  before  any  change  is  made  to 
make  careful  investigations  into  the  methods  and 
scope  of  training  in  other  countries  and  into  the 
needs  of  all  classes  of  Institutions  employing 
midwives." 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Macalpine 
Home  be  informed  that  the  Board  has  already 
under  consideration  the  question  of  lengthening 
the  period  of  training. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Central  Midwives'  Board  for  Scotland  asking  for 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  as  to  whether  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  in  whose  area  a  midwife 
actually  resides  and  usually  practises  should  be 
responsible  for  the  inspection  of  such  midwife 
in  respect  of  any  emergency  cases  taken  in  the 
area  of  an  adjacent  Authority. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Central 
Midwives'  Board  for  Scotland  be  informed  that 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  it  may  be  a  matter 
of  extreme  difficulty  for  a  Tocal  Supervising 
Authority  to  inspect  satisfactorily  in  respect  of 
cases  taken  in  the  area  of  another  Local  Super- 
vising Authority,  as  the  Local  Supervising  Au- 
thority of  the  area  in  which  the  cases  are  taken 
is  likely  to  have  the  better  knowledge  of  them. 
The  Board  thinks,  however,  that  the  matter  might 
be  satisfactorily  adjusted  if  the  Local  Supervising 
Authorities  concerned  were  to  come  to  a  working 


arrangement  on  the  subject  as  is  done  with  good 
results  in  many  areas  in  England,  as,  for  instance, 
the  Counties  of  London  and  Middlesex  and  in 
other  adjacent  areas. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES'  BOARD  FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

The  examination  of  the  Board,  held  simul- 
taneously in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dundee  and 
Aberdeen,  concluded  on  8th  inst.,  with  the 
following  results  : — 

Out  of  ii6  candidates  who  appeared  for  the 
Examination  99  passed.  Of  the  successful  can- 
didates 21  were  trained  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  Edinburgh,  37  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  Glasgow,  3  at  the  Maternity  Hospital, 
Aberdeen,  11  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Dundee, 
7  at  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee  Institute,  Edin- 
burgh, II  at  the  Cottage  Nurses'  Training  Home, 
Govan,  Glasgow,  and  the  remainder  at  various 
recognised  Institutions. 

EXAMINATION     PAPER. 

The  following  are  the  questions  set  in  the  recent 
examination  : — 

1.  Describe  shortly  the  internal  organs  of 
generation,  giving  the  anatomical  position  of  each 
and  the  function  of  each. 

2.  What  instructions  would  you  give  to  a 
patient,  pregnant  for  the  first  time,  who  engages 
you  for  her  confinement  five  months  hence  ? 

3.  How  would  you  recognise  prolapse  of  the 
umbilical  cord,  and  how  would  you  treat  it  ? 

■1.  How  would  you  examine  the  placenta  and 
membranes  after  labour,  and  why  ?  Mention  the 
complications  in  pregnancy,  labour,  and  the 
puerperium  arising  in  connection  with  the  placenta, 
membranes,  and  umbilical  cord. 

5.  Give  in  detail  the  points  to  which  you  would 
attend  in  supervising  the  feeding  of  a  breast-fed 
baby.  Describe  briefly  the  disorders  from  which 
such  an  infant  may  suflEer,  and  give  the  remedies. 

6.  What  are  the  directions  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives  Board  with  regard  to  the  prevention  of 
inflammation  of  the  eyes  in  new-born  children  ? 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION    QUESTIONS. 

December  2nd. — How  would  you  feed  an  infant 
of  a  week  old  and  upwards  for  nine  months  if  a 
medical  practitioner  has  decided  that  breast-feeding 
is  impossible  ? 

December  gth. — What  complications  are  to  be 
feared  in  an  attack  of  acute  influenza  ?  What 
precautions  should  be  taken  to  avert  them  if 
possible  ? 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE    STATE    REGISTER    IN    DANGER. 

Apparently  the  London  Centre  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Nursing-,  Ltd.,  is  not  even  satisified 
with  the  notorious  Rule  9  (a),  which  provides 
easy  access  for  members  to  the  State  Register. 
At  a  meeting  recently  held  at  the  College  of 
Ambulance  Miss  Herbert  again  advocated  no 
standard  of  training  for  State  Registration, 
not  even  the  one  year  now  in  force  for  Exist- 
ing and  Intermediate  Nurses,  which  would 
give  every  village  "  Nurse  Midwife "  and 
every  V.A.D.  the  right  to  ruin  the  status  of 
our  Register,  and  render  State  Registration 
not  only  a  dangerous  farce,  so  far  as  the 
public  is  concerned,  but  a  most  dastardly  be- 
trayal of  the  professional  and  economic  in- 
terests of  Existing  and  Intermediate  Nurses, 
who  have  already  paid  upwards  of  ;^i 5,000  for 
the  privilege  of  Registration.  Then  Miss 
Rosalind  Paget,  member  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives'  Board,  proposed  to  put  on  strong 
pressure  so  that  everybody  who  belonged  to 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  should  belong 
to  the  First  Register.  There  isi  absolutely 
nothing  to  prevent  members  of  the  College 
with  one  year's  training  and  upwards  from 
being  placed  on  the  State  Register  if  they 
choose  to  apply  and  if  their  credentials  are 
good.  Nothing  excepting  apathy  and  indiffer- 
ence. But  the  truth  is  that  owing  to  not 
having  had  any  regular  training  certain  pro- 
minent persons  connected  with  the  College  are 
not  eligible  under  the  one  year's  rule,  so 
hey  presto  !  sweep  away  every  safeguard,  so 
that  amour  propre  may  be  appeased  !  The 
following  resolution  to  effect  this  injustice  was 
carried  unanimously  : — 

"  That  this  meeting,  feeling  that  the  regula- 
tions admitting  existing  and  intermediate 
nurses  to  the  State  Register  should  be 
amended,  urges  the  Council  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  representing  22,000  nursies,  to 
approach  the  Minister  of  Health  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  the  reconsideration  of  such  regu- 
lations." 


We  wonder  how  many  of  the  provincial 
trained  members  of  the  College  have  been  con- 
sulted. None,  so  far  as  we  have  heard.  But  we 
do  know  hundreds  of  College  nurses  who  would 
oppose  most  strenuously  the  removal  of  the 
one  year's  standard  of  training,  which 
would  enable  V.A.D.s  and  village  "  Nurse 
Mid  wives  "  to  flood  the  State  Register  and 
render  it  absolutely  useless  as  a  protection 
to  the  sick  public.  But  unless  the  Local 
Centres  wake  up  they  will  find  the  London 
Centre  attempting  in  their  name  to  push, 
through  social  influence,  this  most  damaging 
policy. 

A  second  resolution  was  proposed  by  Miss 
Bremner  (a  Candidate  for  election  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council)  that  the  General 
Nursing  Council  should  be  approached  with  a 
request  "  that  they  should  delay  the  publica- 
tion of  the  First  Register." 

Thousands  of  nurses  have  paid  for  the 
privilege  of  their  names  appearing  in  the  First 
Register,  which,  according  to  the  Rules,  was 
to  have  been  published  "  as  soon  after  the 
I  St  July  as  possible."  It  is  now  five  months 
overdue,  and  these  thousands  of  nurses  have 
been  requested  to  pay  their  retention  fee  of 
2s.  6d.  for  1922,  which  is  supplying  the 
Council  with  a  very  substantial  income, 
although  the  Registered  Nurses  have  not  yet 
received  the  professional  benefit  for  which  they 
have  paid  ! 

And  now  it  is  proposed  that  they  are  to  be 
still  further  penalised  for  quite  personal  reasons 
by  members  of  the  College  Council. 

We  have  a  new  Minister  of  Health — reported 
to  be  an  honest  man.  We  advise  Registered 
Nurses  to  invite  him  to  listen  to  their  opinions 
before  flouting  the  Nurses  Registration  Act 
and  its  Statutory  Rules,  as  his  predecessor 
did,  at  the  dictation  of  interested  indi- 
viduals, whether  members  of  the  College 
Council  or  not.  Anyway,  unless  they  are 
prepared  to  open  the  Register  to  V.A.D.s 
and  village  "  Nurse  Mid  wives,"  members  of 
the  College  should  not  by  their  votes  elect  on  to 
the  General  Nursing  Council  women  who  are 
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ready  to  betray  their  professional  and  economic 
status,  as  the  members  of  the  London  Centre 
evidently  are. 

So  far  we  have  to  thank  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Scotland  that  we  have  the  minimum 
of  one  year's  traming-  for  registration  intact. 
Quite  rightly  Scotland  will  not  agree  to  have 
it  scrapped. 


OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHY    iS    THE    PURITY     OP    MILK,  AND    THE    CLEAN 

HANDLING    AND    DISTRIBUTION    OF   MILK,   OF   VITAL 

IMPORTANCE  TO  THE  NATION?      WHAT  POINTS  ARE 

OF  SPECIAL  IMPORTANCE   IN  THIS  CONNbCTION? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  for 
last  week's  Competition  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann 
Cross,  Woolwich  Home  for  Ailing  Babies, 
123,  Eglington  Road,  Plumstead,  S.E. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Pure,  clean  milk  is  a  perfect  diet,  as  it  con- 
tains all  the  elements  which  are  the  materials 
necessary  for  the  growth  of  the  infant  during 
the  first'  months  of  life.  Chemical  analysis 
shows  that  milk  is  composed  of  five  classes  of 
foodstuffs  :  (i)  Proteid,  (2)  fats,  (3)  carbo- 
hydrates, (4)  mineral  matters,  (5)  water,  which 
must  therefore  be  regarded  as  the  essentials  of 
a  perfect  dietary. 

From  the  moment  of  milking  to  the  time  of 
consumption  milk  is  continuously  exposed  to 
sources  of  contamination,  namely,  from  the 
cow  itself,  from  the  milker,  from  the  pail,  from 
the  cowshed,  from  the  churn,  from  dairy 
utensils,  from  utensils  in  the  home,  and  more 
particularly  from  ignorant,  careless  boys  who 
are  employed  for  the  dipping  out  and  measur- 
ing and  selling  of  milk  from  their  cans  in  the 
street. 

Each  source  of  infection  contributes  its 
quota  of  bacteria,  and  when  it  is  remembered 
that,  under  favourable  conditions  of  tempera- 
ture, multiplication  proceeds  with  incredible 
rapidity,  it  is  scarcely  surprising  that  by  the 
time  milk  is  consumed  it  is  teeming  with 
countless  numbers  of  organisms. 

Milk  is  an  excellent  culture  medium,  in 
which  germs  grow  rapidly  and  multiply 
quickly. 

The  great  danger  attaching  to  milk  as  a 
carrier  of  disease  depends  upon  its  remarkable 
power  of  absorption  and  rapid  fermentive 
changes  which  it  undergoes  when  it  becomes 
mixed  with  putrefying  matter  or  tainted  with 
disease  germs. 

If  milk  is  kept  in  any  close  or  badly  venti- 
lated place  where  foul  odours  are  perceptible 


it  will  very  soon  become  tainted  and  unfit  for 
use. 

Milk  is  specially  notorious  as  a  vehicle  for 
disease  germs,  notably  tuberculosis,  scarlet 
fever,  and  diphtheria,  while  typhoid  is  often 
spread  by  the  use  of  infected  water  in  dairies. 

State  certification  of  "  high-grade "  milk 
should  be  adopted  in  this  country.  At  present 
the  certificates  which  can  be  produced  are  not 
provided  by  the  State,  but  by  the  vendors 
themselves. 

At  present  we  have  no  standard  fixed  by  law 
which  determines  what  degree  of  bacteria  con- 
tamination is  unavoidable.  Some  bacteria 
must  always  be  present,  but  a  low  bacterial 
count  can  be  obtained  if  cleanliness  and  great 
care  are  used. 

In  the  first  place  the  cattle  must  live  in  the 
open  air,  and  every  attention  must  be  paid  to 
their  hygiene.  They  must  react  negatively  to 
the  tuberculin  test,  and  be  examined  periodically 
by  a  competent  veterinary  surgeon.  They 
nmst  be  kept  well  groomed,  and  wiped  before 
milking  with  a  damp  cloth,  tne  hairs  on  the 
teats  kept  clipped,  the  udder  and  teats  washed 
and  be  kept  scrupulously  clean. 

A  separate  shed  should  be  used  for  milking, 
which  should  have  ample  light,  air,  and  water, 
and  be  kept  scrupulously  clean. 

Personal  cleanliness  is  necessary  for  the 
dairymen,  who  must  be  healthy  and  free  from 
disease,  baths  taken  regularly,  and  the  hands 
and  nails  well  attended  to.  Any  illness  must 
be  immediately  reported. 

When  milking,  the  milkman  wears  a  clean 
linen  coat  and  cap,  and  washes  his  hands  care- 
fully before  beginning  work.  The  stool  should 
be  strapped  to  the  milkman,  so  that  after  the 
hands  have  been  washed  nothing  need  be 
touched  but  the  teats  of  the  cow. 

The  first  jets  of  milk  from  the  teats  are 
rejected,  because  bacteria  commonly  ascend 
the  milk  canals  in  the  teats. 

After  the  milking  is  finished  the  teats  should 
be  washed  and  dried. 

The  dairy  where  the  milk  is  cooled  and 
bottled  after  milking  should  be  cool,  and  pro- 
tected from  flies  and  dust. 

All  utensils,  such  as  bottles,  pails,  churns, 
&c. ,  must  be  kept  clean  and  sterilised. 

Such  milk  supplies  are  rarely  available,  and 
all  babies  and  invalids  need  protection  against 
supplies  which  are  short  of  the  above  ideal. 

So  until  the  seeds  of  education  among  the 
consumer  and  producer  have  developed  for 
clean  milk,  and  the  habitual  practice  of  those 
measures  which  will  secure  it,  pasteurisation 
is  the  only  safe  solution  of  the  milk  danger. 
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Please  study  our  back  Cover  Page.  Im- 
portant.   

A  meeting-  of  the  executive  of  Queen  Alex- 
andra's Committee  (Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee 
Institute  for  Nurses)  was  held  on  Friday, 
November  24th,  by  invitation  of  Lady  North- 
cote,  at  25,  St.  James's  Place.  Lady  Northcote 
presided,  and  amongst  those  who  attended  was 
the  Earl  of  Athlone. 

It  was  reported  that  Queen  Alexandra  had 
appointed  Lady  Mildred  FitzGerald,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  J.  Seely,  and  Lady  Warrender  members 
of  her  committee. 

Lord  Athlone  (hon,  treasurer  of  the  insti- 
tute) expressed  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
services  rendered  by  the  committee  in  support 
of  the  Queen's  Nurses.  It  was  difficult,  he 
said,  to  know  how  the  work  could  be  carried 
on  without  the  financial  assistance  given  by 
the  members  of  the  committee.  The  council 
were  faced  with  a  deficit  of  ;^3,ooo  on  the 
accounts  for  this  year. 

The  Queen's  Nurses  are  out  to  do  national 
work  of  the  most  beneficent  character.  We 
wish  the  public  would  estimate  it  at  its  true 
value^there  would  then  be  no  deficit  at  all. 


An  interesting  review  of  the  work  of  the 
Queen  Victoria  Institute  for  Nursing  the  Sick 
Poor  of  Reading  was  furnished  by  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Management,  presented 
at  the  annual  meeting,  and  is  evidently 
progressive  and  satisfactory. 

The  committee  are  glad  to  be  able  to  ag-ain 
record  that  there  isi  still  an  increasing  appren 
ciation  of  the  work  of  the  institute  by  those  it 
cares  for,  and  that  its  value  has  been  more 
than  ever  realised  by  the  town  at  large.  The 
report  of  the  inspector  sent  down  by  the  parent 
institute  in  London  was  again  quite  satisfac- 
tory.^ A  council  to  arrange  for  the  nursing  by 
district  nurses  of  insured  members  of  approved 
insurance  societies  has  now  been  constituted 
under  a  scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  the  institutes  represented  on  this 
council.  The  total  number  of  insured  members 
of  the  approved  societies  or  their  branches 
recently  residing  in  the  area  visited  by  the 
nurses  of  the  institute  was  5,893. 

The  resignation  of  Miss  Moxhay,  the  Super- 
intendent, has  been  received  with  very  sincere 
regret  upon  the  part  of  the  Committee,  and  it 
is  recorded  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  com- 
mittee to  adequately  express  the  appreciation 
they  feel  of  the  services  she  has  rendered  to 


the  institute  and  the  patients  it  cares  for.  She 
hasi  been  beloved  by  her  nurses,  and  the  homo 
has  always  been  looked  upon  by  the  inmates 
as  a  very  happy  one  during  the  eleven  years 
Miss  Moxhay  has  been  Superintendent.  Miss 
Moxhaiy's  work  has  been  largely  a  labour  of 
love,  the  salary,  on  which  she  has  always 
refused  an  increase,  being  in  no  way  com- 
mensurate with  the  work  such  a  post  entails. 
The  committee  are  glad  to  be  able  to  announce 
that  they  have  secured  the  services  of  Miss 
Johnson,  who  has  for  many  years  been  a 
Queen's  Nurse,  and  has  acted  as  Assistant 
Superintendent  to^  an  institute  very  similar  to 
the  one  in  Reading. 


Fifteen  women  nurses  of  the  Kingston 
Guardians'  Hospital  sent  a  letter  to  the  Board 
last  week  protesting  against  remarks  made  by 
certain  members  as  "  being  likely  to  lower  the 
status  and  reputation  of  the  institution  and  to 
prejudice  the  public  against  the  staff." 

Unconsidered  criticism,  it  was  added,  de- 
stroyed discipline. 

Mr.  G.  Robinson  said  the  letter  showed 
deplorable  lack  of  discipline  on  the  part  of  the 
writers. 

Members  of  the  Board  found  a  nurse  crying 
m  the  hospital,  and,  unless  they  had  every  right 
to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  reason,  they  might 
as  well  stay  at  hoime. 

It  was  decided  to  return  the  letter  to  the 
nurses,  with  an  expression  of  opinion  that  it 
ought  never  to  have  been  written. 

This  attitude  upon  the  part  of  the  Guardians 
is  altogether  too  high-handed.  The  right 
course  would  have  been,  together  with  the 
Matron,  to  interview  representatives  of  the 
signatories,  and  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
reasons  which  prompted  the  communication, 
and  after  acquainting  themselves  with  facts  to 
express  an  opinion.  Why  return  the  letter? 
That  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  it  was  Written 
and  should  receive  considered  attention. 


The  Camberwell  Board  of  Guardians  pro- 
pose to  increase  the  hours  of  duty  of  nurses  at 
the  Constance  Road  Institution  from  48  hours 
a  week  to  56,  thereby  avoiding  the  necessity 
for  filling  five  of  the  six  vacancies  in  the  nurs- 
ing staff.  

It  was  a  gala  day  for  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Bradford,  on  November  22nd,  and  more  espe- 
cially for  its  nurses,  for  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Alderman  Thomas  Sowden,  presided  over  a 
representative  gathering,  when  Sir  James  Hill, 
Bart.,  opened  the  extensions  of  the  Field 
House  Nurses'  Home  at  Daisy  Hill,  Bradford. 
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The  Field  House  Estate  was  acquired  on 
behalf  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Bradford,  as 
long  ago  as  1910,  but  during-  the  war  was  used 
as  a  Red  Cross  Hospital.  The  Home  has  now 
been  altered  and  added  to,  and  an  Annexe 
built  to  provide  sixty-eight  bedrooms  for  the 
nurses  and  staff,  as  well  as  a  dining-room. 
The  old  rooms  are  to  be  used  as  classrooms, 
studies,  and  recreation-rooms,  and  a  chapel 
has  also  been  added. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  in  asking  Sir  James  Hill 
to  open  the  door  of  the  Annexe,  spoke  of  his 
great  services  to  the  Infirmary.  It  wasi  during 
the  time  he  held  the  office  of  Lord  Mayor  that 
;^8o,ooo  had  been  promised  to  the  building 
fund  of  the  new  Infirmary,  on  the  Field  House 
Estate.  They  were  not  yet  justified  in  pro- 
ceeding with  the  main  scheme  for  the  Infir- 
mary, but  it  was  decided  to  build  the  Annexe 
for  the  nursing  staff.  It  enabled  the  Board  to 
increase  the  number  of  nurses,  and  to  shorten 
their  hours  on  duty.  He  thought  it  a  very 
good  thing  that  the  nurses  should  have  to 
travel  up  there  and  sleep  in  the  pure  air. 

Sir  James  Hill  opened  the  door  of  the 
Annexe  with  a  silver  key  suitably  inscribed, 
and  the  Lord  Mayor  afterwards  presided  at  a 
gathering  in  the  new  Dining-room. 

We  congratulate  Miss  Jessie  Davies,  the 
Matron,  and  the  nursing  staff  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary  on  this  charming  addition  to  the 
Nurses'  Home.       

Nurses  at  the  Godstone  Poor  Law  Institur- 
tion,  Bletchingl'ey  (Surrey),  awakened  by  a 
tapping  on  the  door  at  3.30  a.m.,  were 
surprised  to  find  a  pyjama-clad  man,  who 
asked  them  to  make  tea  for  him,  and  declaredi 
that  he  *  *  wanted  to  spread  the  good  news. ' ' 

The  uninvited  guest — who  had  climbed  a 
barbed-wire  fence  to  get  to  the  institution — 
remained!  until  daylight,  and  then  the  officials 
from  a  private  nursing  home,  who  had  been 
telephoned  for,  arrived  to  fetch  him.  He  is 
said  to  be  suffering  from  religious  mania. 

At  the  Guardians'  meeting,  when  the  inci- 
dent was  discussed,  it  was  stated  that  this  was 
the  twelfth  case  of  a  patient  wandering  from 
the  home.  

It  is  surely  high  time  that  the  management 
of  the  nursing  home  in  question  should  be  in- 
vestigated. Lack  of  care  of  the  patients  is 
clearly  apparent.  Surely  the  home  is  licensed 
by  some  responsible  authority  ! 


hospitals,  where  doctors  and  all  concerned 
express  warm  gratitude  for  their  highly  skilled 
services.  It  is  such  service  which  makes  a 
sound  basis  for  international  understanding 
and  good  will,  and  we  wish  it  had  been  possible 
to  raise  a  fund  for  expenses  in  England — but 
at  the  present  moment  it  is  out  of  the  question. 

Taking  us  at  our  word,  the  Sisters  are  going 
to  see  a,s  much  of  the  world  as  they  can  on 
the  homeward  journey.  We  always  preach 
travel  for  extending  the  mental  outlook,  and 
to  see  beautiful  things  is  sure  enrichment  of 
soul. 

The  Sisters  go  from  Athens  to  Naples  by 
boat,  and  in  three  days  hope  to  see  Pompeii 
and  other  wonders;  then  on  to  Rome  and  vid 
Genoa  to  Paris;  then  pay  a  visit  to  Tourcoing 
in  the  north  of  France,  from  whence  they  can 
make  day  excursions  to  Brussels,  Bruges,  &c., 
and  see  some  of  the  wonderful  works  of  art 
with  which  the  Belgian  cities  are  crammed. 
Then  home  for  a  Happy  Christmas.  A  very 
delightful  trip,  well  earned,  and  therefore  more 
enjoyable.  Sister  Bellamy  writes  :  "  For  many 
reasons  we  regret  leaving  Greece,  everyone 
has  been  so  kind  to  usi.  Particularly  am  I  sorry 
to  leave  my  theatre,  and  the  doctors  wonder 
what  they  are  going  to  do  without  Sister  and 
me  to  help  them.  Alas  !  with  the  drachm^ 
300  to  the  £  we  are  very  expensive  luxuries. 
Everything  is  fearfully  dear.  I  cannot  imagine 
how  the  Greeks  live.  And  now  that  Queen 
Sophie  has  gone,  the  Patriotic  League  has 
closed." 

The  Greeks  have  not  got  organised  Nursing 
up  to  our  standards,  more's  the  pity. 


Miss  J.  C.  Child  sends  thanks  for  subscrip- 
tions to  her  appeal  for  the  Leper  Fund  at 
Botsabelo,  South  Africa. 


Much  to  their  sorrow,  the  time  has  come 
for  Sisters  Bellamy  and  Dumvill  to  leave 
Athens,  after  eighteen  months'  work  in  military 


For  some  time  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Committee  of  the  King  Edward  VII 
Memorial  Fund  for  Nurses  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  work  of  financing  and  equip- 
ping the  West  of  Scotland  Home  for  Retired 
Nurses.  The  house  acquired  for  the  purpose 
is  Hazelwood  House,  Dumbreck,  which  was 
an  auxiliary  hospital  during  the  war,  and 
which  is  now  ready  to  receive  its  guests.  On 
Monday  last  it  was  formally  opened  by  the 
Duohess  of  Montrose,  the  Lord  Provost  pre- 
siding. 

There  have  been  many  entertainments  on 
behalf  of  the  Home,  and  a  dance  is  again 
being  arranged  by  Miss  Low,  of  St.  Mar- 
garet's Nursing  Home,  whose  dance  for  the. 
same  fund  was  so  successful  last  year. 
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ADDRESS    OF    INDEPENDENT    CANDIDATES. 

TO     THE 

ELECTORS  OF  THE  GENERAL  NURSINQ  COUNCIL  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


For  the  first  time  in  history  the  Nurses  on  the 
Register  formed  by  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  have  the  opportunity  to 
elect  a  majority  of  those  who  are  to  form  the 
Governing  Body  of  their  own  profession. 

The  first  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  is  a  body  wholly  nominated  by 
the  Minister  of  Health,  ceases  to  exist  after 
December  23rd,  1922. 

It  will  be  succeeded  by  the  new  Council  of  25 
persons,  of  whom  t6  will  be  Registered  Nurses, 
elected  by  the  votes  of  the  nurses  already  enrolled 
on  the  Register  ;  1 1  by  the  nurses  enrolled  on  the 
General  Part  of  the  Register  ;  and  5  by  the  Nurses 
on  the  Supplementary  Parts  of  the  Register  for 
Sick  Children's  Nurses,  Fever  Nurses,  Mental 
Nurses  (2),  and  Male  Nurses  respectively. 

The  Rights  and  Duties  of  a  Statutory 
Council. 

It  is  of  primary  and  vital  importance  that  the 
new  Council,  so  far  as  the  nurse-electors  can  make 
it,  should  be  free  of  party  or  sectional  aims,  free 
to  come  to  its  own  independent  judgment  of  the 
interests  of  Registered  Nurses,  and  not  in  bondage 
to  any  outside  organisation.  It  would  be  a  deplor- 
able set-back  to  the  Nursing  Profession  if,  through 
the  neglect  of  many  to  register  who  ought  to  be 
on  the  Register,  or  the  neglect  of  those  on  the 
Register  to  vote,  any  number  should  be  returned 
to  the  Council  whose  opinions  can  be  dictated  by 
an  outside  organisation. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Council  should  fairly 
represent  the  interests  of  all  sections  of  nurses, 
not  alone  of  the  General  Hospital  Trained  Nurse, 
but  also  of  the  Male  Nurse,  the  Mental  Nurse,  the 
Sick  Children's  Nurse,  the  Fever  Nurse,  as  well  as 
the  important  sections  of  municipal  nurses  and 
private  nurses. 

An  independent  Council,  fairly  representing  all 
these  branches  of  Nursing,  could  hardly  fail  to 
serve  the  best  interests  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 

The  Independent  Candidates,  therefore,  appeal 
to  you  to  set  aside  mere  personal  predilections, 
and  to  consider  only  whether  the  following  Candi- 
dates who  now  appeal  for  your  votes  will  best 
represent  your  interests  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales.  If  you  think 
they  will. 

Will  You  by  Your  Votes  Help  to  Return 
Them  ? 

RECORD    OF    THE     INDEPENDENT 
CANDIDATES. 

The    Group    of    Independent    Candidates    who 
offer  themselves  for  election  are — 
To  Represent  Nurses  in  the  General  Part 
OF  the  Register. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick,  Member  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
standing  as  the  past  Matron  of  a  Metropolitan 


Training  School,  formerly  Matron  and  Super- 
intendent of  Nursing  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital, London.  Promoter  of  the  movement  for  the 
Organisation  of  Nursing  Education  by  the  State, 
and  of  State  Registration  of  Nurses.  Drafted  the 
first  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  in  1904,  and  worked 
consistently  for  a  Nurses'  Registration  Act  until 
a  Government  measure  was  passed,  December, 
1919-  Advocate  of  the  Self -Government  of  the 
Nursing  Profession  by  Registered  Nurses,  and 
deeply  interested  in  social  evolution  in  relation  to 
health.  Hon.  Nurse  Secretary,  Central  Com- 
mittee for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses. 
Founder  and  Hon.  President  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses,  London,  1899. 

Miss  Mildred  Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C,  for- 
merly Matron  of  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  London. 
Standing  as  the  past  Matron  of  a  Metropolitan 
General  Hospital.  A  leader  of  many  years' 
standing,  and  a  consistent  supporter,  of  the  move- 
ment for  the  Higher  Education  and  State  Regis- 
tration of  Trained  Nurses. 

Miss  Helen  L.  Pearse,  standing  as  a  past 
Matron  of  a  Provincial  Hospital  (the  North 
Staffordshire  Infirmary) .  Worked  loyally  ever  since 
certification  by  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  to 
obtain  a  Nurses'  Registration  Act.  Has  been 
Matron  of  the  Great  (Royal)  Northern  Hospital, 
London,  N.,  and  since  1907  Superintendent  of 
London  County  Council  School  Nurses,  now 
numbering  about  300.  Is  an  expert  in  the  care 
of  the  health  of  the  nation's  children.  Deeply 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  International  CouncU 
of  Nurses. 

Miss  Jessie  F.  Ballantyne,  A.  R.R.C,  Matron 
of  the  Fulham  Infirmary,  Hammersmith.  Standing 
as  the  Matron  of  a  Metropolitan  Poor-Law  Infir- 
mary. A  staunch  registrationist,  deeply  interested 
in  the  honourable  recognition  of  nursing  in  State 
hospitals,  and  equality  of  opportunity  and  status 
for  Poor  Law  Nurses  with  their  colleagues  trained 
in  voluntary  hospitals. 

Miss  Susan  M.  Marsters,  Superintendent  of 
the  Paddington  and  St.  Marylebone  District 
Nursing  Association,  standing  as  District  Nursing 
or  Public  Health  Candidate.  Consistent  supporter 
of  State  Registration  as  a  means  to  elevate  District 
Nursing,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  all  questions 
of  National  Health. 

Miss  Alice  Cattell,  Member  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales.  Stand- 
ing as  the  Private  Nurses'  representative.  Holds 
a  three  years'  certificate  of  training  from  St. 
George's  Hospital,  London,  and  has  many  years 
of  successful  independent  private  nursing  practice 
to  her  credit.  Miss  Cattell  is  specially  interested 
in  the  provision  of  the  State  Uniform  and  Badge, 
a  privilege  granted  to  Registered  Nurses  under  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  which  has  been  con- 
stantly deferred  by  the  present  Council. 
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Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  Member  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
standing  as  a  Nurses'  Representative.  Holds  the 
three  years'  certificate  of  training  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Edinburgh,  Diplomee  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association,  Medallist  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute.  A  leader  of  the  younger  nurses  in  their 
aspirations  for  personal  and  professional  evolution. 
Secretary,  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 

Miss  Maude  MacCallum,  Member  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  standing 
as  a  Nurses'  Representative.  Trained  and  certifi- 
cated for  three  years  at  the  Adelaide  Hospital, 
Dublin.  Is  a  fearless  advocate  for  the  betterment 
of  the  conditions  of  the  "  Working  Nurse,"  and  for 
her  protection  from  unqualified  competition  when 
trained. 

Miss  Cathlin  Cicely  du  Sautoy,  standing  as 
a  Nurses'  Representative.  Trained  and  certifi- 
cated for  three  years,  and  Gold  Medallist  Guy's 
Hospital,  London.  Lecturing  Sister  (Sister 
Cathlin)  Tredegar  House,  Preliminary  Training 
School,  London  Hospital,  Has  been  County  Super- 
intendent for  Somerset,  and  Inspector  for  Wales 
under  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute.  Has 
had  wide  experience  in  Public  Health  work  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Only  Nurses  registered  in  the  General  Part  of  the 
Register  can  vote  for  the  above  Candidates. 

SUPPLEMENTARY   REGISTERS. 

Only  Nurses  registered  in  one  of  the  Supplementary 
Registers  can  vote  for  the  following  Candidates  : — 
To  Represent  Nurses  in  the  Supplementary 
Parts  of  the  Register. 

Miss  Alice  M.  Bushby,  standing  as  the  Repre- 
sentative of  Sick  Children's  Nurses.  Matron  of 
the  Queen's  Hospital  for  Children,  Hackney  Road, 
E.  Advocate  of  increased  professional  educational 
and  economic  advantages  for  Sick  Children's 
Nurses,  and  for  the  security  of  Nurses  in  old  age 
by  an  extended  system  of  insurance. 

Miss  Susan  A.  Villiers,  Member  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  standing 
as  the  Representative  of  Fever  Nurses.  Matron 
of  the  South- Western  Hospital,  Stockwell.  Un- 
tiring worker  for  improved  conditions  for  Fever 
Nurses  through  State  Organisation, 

Mr.  Tom  Christian,  Member  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  standing  as  the 
representative  of  Male  Mental  Nurses.  Holds  the 
certificate  of  the  Medico-Psychological  Association. 
Head  Male  Mental  Nurse,  Banstead  Mental  Hos- 
pital, Sutton,  Surrey. 

Miss  Maud  E.  WIese,  standing  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  Female  Mental  Nurses.  Holds  the 
certificate  of  the  Medico-Psychological  Association. 
Chief  Charge  Nurse  of  an  Infirmary  Ward  at  Clay- 
bury  Mental  Hospital,  Woodford  Bridge,  Essex. 
If  elected,  pledges  herself  to  work  in  the  interests 
of  every  Registered  Nurse. 

Mr.  Frederick  William  Stratton,  standing 
as  the  representative  of  Male  Nurses.  Trained 
and  certificated  at  the  Hackney  Union  Infirmary, 
where  his  entire  nursing  career  has  been  spent. 


Nurses  on  the  Male,  Children's,  or  Fever,  Supple- 
mentary  Registers  have  one  vote ;  Nurses  on  the 
Mental  Register  have  two  votes,  one  for  the  Male 
Mental  Nurse  and  one  for  the  Female  Mental 
Nurse. 

POLICY. 

The  Independent  Candidates  confidently  appeal 
to  the  Electorate  for  its  support  because 

1.  Status. — They  are  in  favour  of  Self -Govern- 
ment for  Registered  Nurses  by  a  Council  entirely 
elected  by  Registered  Nurses,  the  first  principle 
on  which  other  professions  are  organised. 

2 .  Education. — They  are  strongly  of  opinion  that 
the  Syllabus  of  Prescribed  Training,  as  provided 
in  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  should  be  made 
compulsory  at  once,  so  that  the  probationers  in 
training  may  be  eligible  for  the  State  Examination 
in  1925  as  provided  in  the  Rules.  Postponement, 
as  proposed,  means  continued  disorganisation  in 
the  standard  of  Nursing  Education,  and  deprives 
nurses  in  training  of  the  most  valuable  privilege 
granted  to  them  by  Parliament. 

3.  The  Standard  of  Admission  to  the 
Register. — They  are  in  favour  of  maintaining 
the  conditions  of  admission  to  the  State  Register  for 
"  Existing  Nurses  "  and  "  Intermediate  Nurses  " 
as  at  present.  A  minimum  of  one  year's  training 
in  a  General  Hospital, -followed  by  two  years' 
experience.  But  they  warn  the  electorate  that 
attempts  are  being  made  to  depreciate  this 
standard.  Return  the  Independent  Candidates 
to  represent  you,  and  they  will  voice  your 
interests. 

4.  National  Health. — They  are  in  favour  of 
and  undertake  to  work  for  the  raising  of  the 
standard  of  National  Health  through  efficiently 
qualified  Registered  Nurses. 

5.  Economics. — They  are  in  favour  of  and  will 
work  for  better  economic  conditions  for  the  whole 
Nursing  Profession. 

Instructions  to   Electors. 

The  Election  is  conducted  by  Postal  Ballot,  and 
each  Elector  will  receive  a  list  this  week  of  all 
nominated  Candidates  from  the  Office  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N.W.i. 

Every  Elector  should  read  the  directions  care- 
fully and  put  a  cross  against  the  name  of  the 
Candidates  in  each  section  whom  she  wishes  to 
support.  She  should  then  return  the  voting  paper, 
in  the  envelopes  supplied,  as  directed,  to  the 
Returning  Officer. 

She  must  not  vote  for  more  than  eleven  Can- 
didates on  the  General  Register. 

She  need  not  vote  for  eleven. 

She  must  not  sign  her  name  or  write  anything 
on  the  paper,  or  it  wUl  be  invalidated. 

//  you  approve  of  the  qualifications  of  the  above 
Candidates  and  desire  to  have  them  elected,  vote  for 
them  and  for  no  one  else. 

The  Ballot  is  Secret. 

431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.i. 
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CONGRATULATIONS  TO  MISS  VILLIERS 
AND  REGISTERED  FEVER  NURSES. 


Miss  Susan  A.  Villiers,  standing  as  an  Inde- 
pendent Candidate  to  represent  Registered 
Fever  Nurses  on  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales,  has  received  an 
official  intimation  from  the  Returning  Officer 
that  she  has  been  duly  elected,  no  other  can- 
didate having  been  nominated  in  this  section. 

Registered  Fever  Nurses  are  to  be  warmly 
congratulated  that  they  are  to  be  represented 
on  their  Governing  Body  by  a  colleague  vi'ith 
expert  knowledge  of  their  special  branch  of 
nursing,  and  who  has  proved  by  courageous 
support  of  principle  in  the  past  that  she  is 
worthy  of  this  great  responsibility. 


MR.    FREDERICK    W.   STRATTON, 

Elected  without  competition  a  member  of  tlie  General 

Nursing  Council  for   tngrland  and  Wales  to  represent 

the  interests  of  Regristered  Male  Nurses. 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  MR.  FREDERICK 

W.  STRATTON  AND  REGISTERED 

MALE  NURSES. 


Mr.  Frederick  W,  Stratton,  standing  as  an 
Independent  Candidate  to  represent  Male 
Nurses  on  the  General  Nursing  Council,  has 
been  officially  informed  by  the  Returning 
Officer  that  he  has  been  duly  elected,  as  no 
other  candidate  was  nominated  in  this  section. 

We  are  specially  pleased  to  congratulate 
Mr.  Stratton,  as  finding  that  no  Registered 
Male  Nurse  had  offered  himself  for  election, 
we  consulted  Dr.  Brander,  Medical  Superin- 
tendent   of    Hackney    Infirmary,    who    kindly 


took    the    matter    in    hand,    with    the    present 
satisfactory  result. 

Mr.  Stratton  has  a  wide  field  of  usefulness 
to  his  colleagues  before  him — as  so  far  the 
Male  Nurses,  having  no  direct  representative 
on  the  Council,  have  failed  to  take  much  in- 
terest in  registration.  We  hope  for  greatly 
extended  interest  in  the  Male  Nurses'  Supple- 
mentary Register  now  that  they  have  a  spokes- 
man on  the  Council,  and  wish  them  every 
success  in  their  work  in  the  future. 


MORE  CANDIDATES  FOR  GENERAL 
NURSING  COUNCIL  HONOURS. 


By  the  time  this  issue  of  The  British  Journal 
OF  Nursing  is  in  the  hands  of  its  readers,  no 
doubt  the  Voting  Paper  for  the  election  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales 
will  have  been  received  by  the  Registered  Nurses 
(with  the  exception  of  Fever  and  Male  Nurses)  in 
the  various  groups.  The  following  candidates  will 
be  found  added  to   the  original  lists  : — 

MISS   FLORENCE   M.  EMBRY; 

Miss  Florence  INI.  Embry,  Alatron  of  the  Swith- 
land  Convalescent  Home,  Leicestershire,  who  has 
been  nominated  for  one  of  the  nurses'  seats  by 
the  Leicester  Roj'^al  Infirmarj^  Nurses'  League, 
has  had  a  wide  and  varied  hospital  experience. 

]\Iiss  Embry  was  trained  and  certificated  at 
Leicester  Royal   Infirmar}',    1904-1908. 

She  then  held  successively  the  positions  of  Assis- 
tant Teacher  in  the  Preliminary  Training  School, 
Leicester ;  Theatre  and  Acute  Ward  Sister  at 
Lewi  sham  Infirmary  ;  Night  Superintendent  at 
Royal  Infirmary,  Leicester  ;  Assistant  Matron  at 
Lewisham  Infirmarj'^ ;  Sister  Housekeeper  at 
Royal  Infirmary,  Leicester  ;  and  Assistant  Matron 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Bradford,  until  appointed 
to  her  present  position  in  1920. 

Miss  Embry  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Central 
Mid  wives'  Board  and  also  the  Certificate  of  the 
Chartered  Society  of  Masseuses.  She  is  also  a 
qualified  teacher  from  the  Training  College, 
London,  W.C.  ;  and  before  taking  up  nursing 
held  teaching  appointments  in  England  and 
Germany. 

She  is  keenly  interested  in  the  education  and 
training  of  nurses ;  is  Examiner  for  Practical 
Nursing  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Bradford ; 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary 
Nurses'  League  ;  and  is  a  member  of  the  College 
of   Nursing,    Ltd. 

Miss  Embry  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  Syllabus 
of  Training  should  be  compulsory  for  aU  Nurse 
Training  Schools,  and  that  the  examinations  for 
the  first  year  should  be  chiefly  on  practical  lines. 

She  considers  that  the  problem  of  the  small 
Hospitals  needs  careful  consideration  and  thought ; 
there  are  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  reciprocal 
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training  and  the  three  years'  standard  must  be 
safeguarded. 

She  further  considers  that  any  regulations 
regarding  the  admission  of  existing  nurses  to  the 
Register  will  inevitably  mean  disappointment  to 
some  who  have  done  excellent  work,  but  does 
not  think  that  less  than  one  year's  training  in 
Hospital  or  Infirmary  with  subsequent  nursing 
experience  should  be  accepted. 

MISS    VIOLET     WEBSTER 

Miss  Violet  Webster,  Superintendent  of  Leeds 
School  Nurses,  who  has  been  nominated  as  a 
"  Registered  Nurse  "by  the  Bradford  Royal 
Infirmary  Nurses'  League  for  the  coming  General 
Nursing  Council  Election,  was  Head  Sister  at  the 
Leeds  Public  Dispensary  for  several  years  before 
taking  her  present  post. 

She  has  also  done  District  Nursing  (Queen's 
Nurses)  and  Private  Nursing-;  and  holds  the 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  and 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Association  Certificate  for 
Health  Visitors,  and  School  Nurses. 

We  are  informed  that  she  is  a  member  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  of  the  Hospital 
Matrons'  Association,  and  is  Registered  on  the 
General  Part  of  th.e  Register. 

Miss  Webster  is  on  the  Committee  of  the  York- 
shire Centre  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  ;  and 
the  Leeds  Babies'  Creche. 


CANDIDATES  STANDING  FOR  ELECTION 

TO  THE  GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL 

FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

The  following  thirty-five  Registered  nurses 
have  been  nominated  to  fill  the  sixteen  positions, 
on  the  General  Nursing  Council,  of  the  Nurses' 
Direct  Representatives  : — 

1.  Miss  R.  Cox-Davies,  R.R.C.,  Matron,  Royal 
Free  Hospital,  London. 

2.  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Past  Matron,  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

3.  Miss  Heather  Bigg,  R.R.C.,  Past  Matron, 
Charing  Cross  Hospital. 

4.  Miss  A.  Lloyd-Still,  C.B.E.,  R.R.C.,  Matron, 
St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  London. 

5.  Miss  C.  Alcock,  R.R.C.,  Past  Matron,  Royal 
Hospital,  Portsmouth. 

6.  Miss  E.  M.  Musson,  R.R.C.,  Matron,  General 
Hospital,  Birmingham. 

7.  Miss  H.  L.  Pearse,  Past  Matron,  North 
Staffordshire  Infirmary. 

8.  MissM.  E.  Sparshott,  C.B.E.,  R.R.C.,  Matron, 
Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester. 

9.  Miss  Alsop,  R.R.C.,  Matron,  Kensington 
Infirmary,    London. 

10.  Miss  J.  F.  Ballantyne,  A.R.R.C,  Matron 
Fulham    Infirmary,    Hammersmith,    London. 

11.  Miss  C.  Seymour  Yapp,  A.R.R.C,  Matron, 
Lake  Hospital,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

12.  Miss  Mabel  Anslow,  Registered  Nurse. 


13.  Miss  Dorothy  S.  Coode,  Sister,  Preliminary 
Training  School,  St.  Thomas'  Hospital. 

14.  Miss  Gertrude  Cowlin,  Librarian,  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd. 

15.  Miss  Florence  M.  Embry,  Matron,  Swith- 
land  Convalescent  Home. 

16.  Miss  Maude  MacCallum,  Hon.  Secretary, 
Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses. 

17.  Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  Secretary,  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association. 

18.  Mrs.  M.  I.  Stewart  Watson,  Registered 
Nurse. 

19.  Miss  Violet  Jane  Webster,  Registered  Nurse. 

20.  Miss  Dorothy  Windley,  Registered  Nurse. 

21.  Miss  Geraldine  Bremner,  Private  Nurse, 
Nurses'  Co-operation,  Langham  Street,  London. 

22.  Miss  E.  A.  Cattell,  Private  Nurse,  Cert.  St. 
George's   ?lospital. 

23.  Miss  S.  M.  Marsters,  District  Nurse,  Superin- 
tendent, Paddington  and  St.  Marylebone  Dist. 
Nursing  Association. 

24.  Miss  Ellinor  Smith,  District  Nurse,  Inspector 
Q.V.J.I. 

25.  Miss  C.  C.  Du  Sautoy,  PubUc  Health  Nurse. 

26.  Miss  E.  C.  Suiss,  Public  Health  Nurse. 

27.  Miss  E.  Wade,  Public  Health  Nurse. 

28.  Miss  A.  M.  Bushby,  Matron,  Queen's  Hospi- 
tal for  Children,  Hackney  Road,  London,  E. 

29.  Miss  A.  M.  Coulton,  Matron,  East  London 
Hospital  for  Children,  Shadwell. 

30.  Miss  S.  A.  Villiers,  Matron,  South-Western 
Fever  Hospital  (elected,  no  competition). 

31.  Mr.  Frederick  Wm.  Stratton,  Male  Nurse, 
Hackney  Infirmary,  London  (elected,  no  competi- 
tion) . 

32.  Mr.  Tom  Christian,  Chief  Charge  Nurse, 
Banstead  Mental  Hospital. 

33.  Mr.  Robert  Donaldson,  Manager,  Male 
Nurses'  Co-operation  and  Mental  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion, Hinde  Street. 

34.  Miss  H.  M.  Perry,  Matron,  Cardiff  City 
Mental  Hospital. 

35.  Miss  M.  E.  Wiese,  Chief  Charge  Nurse, 
Claybury  Mental  Hospital. 

THE     VOTING     PAPERS. 

By  December  ist,  voting  papers  will  be  sent 
to  all  Registered  nurses  entitled  to  take  part 
in  the  election,  and  they  must  be  returned  to  the 
office  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  12,  York 
Gate,  Regent's  Park,  London,  N.W.i,  before  12 
noon  on  December  8th.  As  only  one  week  is 
allowed  papers  should  be  considered  and  marked 
with  a  cross  against  the  names  a  nurse  wishes 
elected,  and  returned  in  the  official  envelopes 
without  delay. 

THE     RIQHT     REPRESENTATIVE      FOR 
SICK  CHILDREN  AND   THEIR   NURSES. 

The  Fever  Nurses  have  in  Miss  Villiers  a  devoted 
representative  on  the  new  General  Nursing  Council. 
Let  us  hope  the  Sick  Children's  Nurses  will  see  to  it 
that  they  are  as  well  served.  It  depends  upon  them- 
selves. If  they  record  their  votes  for  Miss  Bushby, 
Matron  of  the  Queen's  Hospital,  Hackney  Rd.,  E., 
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she  will  take  care  that  the  interests  of  Sick  Children 
and  their  Nurses  are  not  forgotten.  We  have 
recently  worked  on  a  committee  with  Miss  Bushby 
— bright,  full  of  energy,  and  genuinely  kind,  a 
woman  of  the  world,  she  was  an  example  to  us  all. 


JOINT    NURSING    AND    MIDWIVES* 
COUNCIL    FOR    IRELAND. 

A  Meeting  of  the  above  Council  was  held  in  the 
Council  Office,  118,  Great  Victoria  Street,  on 
Tuesday,  21st  instant,  at  4.30  p.m. 

Members  present : — Colonel  Dawson,  C.M.O. 
(Chairman),  Miss  Curtin,  Miss  Campbell,  Miss 
Kelly,  Miss  Hawkin,  and  R.  J.  Johnstone,  Esq., 
M.P.,  F.R.C.S.   (Eng.). 

The  reports  of  the  Finance,  Registration  and 
Rules'  Committees  were  read  and  approved. 
Arrangements  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses  and 
Midwives  in  Northern  Ireland  are  now  nearly 
complete,  and  it  was  decided  to  commence  Regis- 
tration on  December  ist,  1922. 


GEN^ERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL    FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

The  result  of  the  elections  are  awaited  through- 
out the  Scottish  Nursing  World  with  some  anxiety. 
With  us,  many  Scottish  nurses  approve  of  an 
entirely  independent  Governing  Body,  and  are 
not  satisfied  to  be  controlled  by  persons,  however 
admirable,  who  owe  professional  allegiance  to  an 
outside  organisation.  No  Council  so  constituted 
can  be  entirely  impartial,  and  if  justice  is  to  be 
administered  without  fear  or  favour,  the  nurses' 
representatives  should  be  quite  independent  of 
outside  pressure. 

DANCE  AT  THE  ROYAL  BRITISH 
NURSES'  CLUB. 

The  dance  at  the  R.B.N. A.  Club,  on  November 
23rd  was  a  very  successful  function.  Many  guests 
were  present  and  certainly  there  was  reason  to 
disbelieve  the  assertion  that  gentlemen  do  not  care 
for  the  modern  dances,  for  a  large  number  came 
and  few  among  them  missed  a  single  dance.  Thie 
double  room  on  the  ground  floor  made  an  excellent 
ball  room,  and  its  polished  floor  left  nothing  to  be 
desired,  although  soon  the  dancers  "  overflowed  " 
into  the  drawing-room  and  danced  to  the  music 
of  the  gramophone,  for  which  many  delightful 
records  have  been  presented  to  the  nurses  by  Mr. 
A.    S.   Clarke. 

The  Jazz  Band  from  Queen  Alexandra's  House 
supplied  the  music — "  a  treat  to  listen  to  apart 
from  the  dancing,"  said  one  guest.  Most  of  the 
guests  wore  evening  dress,  but  there  was  an 
ancient  Eastern  Minister  of  the  year  1056  b.c,  a 
gallant  Black  Watch  man,  two  ladies  from  the 
harems,  besides  others  in  fancy  dress.  The  thanks 
of  the  promoters  of  a  very  successful  evening  are 
due  chiefly  to  Miss  Strachan,   a  Member  of  the 


Association,  who  came  up  from  Brighton  and  very 
kindly  took  over  the  whole  of  the  arrangements 
for  the  dance,  while  Major  Rigg  and  Mr.  Paterson 
also  helped  very  largely  to  make  it  such  a  complete 
success.  Everyone  appeared  to  enjoy  it  exceed- 
ingly, and  close  upon  the  hour  of  midnight  one 
gentleman  of  resource  conceived  a  plan  for  pro- 
longing the  dance.  Knowing  that  the  fiancee  of 
one  of  the  guests  resides  at  the  Club,  he,  with 
some  other  gentlemen,  decided  to  see  this  Romeo 
home,  and  so  they  danced  on  happily  while  their 
unconscious  tool  "  tripped  the  light  fantastic  toe  " 
unconscious  that  the  clock  had  been  made  to 
hand  over  its  duty  to  him. 

The  staff  at  the  Club  rose  to  the  occasion,  and 
the  guests  enjoyed  delightful  dainties  during  the 
interval  in  the  middle  of  the  programme. 

Requests  have  been  received  that  another  dance 
be  organised,  and  we  hear  that  Miss  Spencer's 
dancing  class,  on  Monday  evenings  at  the  Club, 
is  likely  to  be  considerably  augmented. 

Sale  of  Work  for  the  Settlement  Fund. 

The  Sale  of  Work  at  the  R.B.N.A.  Club,  194, 
Queen's  Gate,  S.W.,  in  aid  of  the  Settlement  Fund 
has  been  fixed  for  Thursday,  December  7th.  Her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Christian  will  open 
it  at  noon  on  that  day.  We  hope  that  all  Members 
who  can  will  make  a  point  of  being  present,  for 
although  we  hope  to  continue  the  Sale  at  5  p.m. 
on  the  8th,  most  of  the  articles  are  likely  to  be 
sold  on  the  opening  day.  The  Hon.  Secretary 
relies  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  nurses,  and 
hopes  that  each  reader  of  the  Journal  will  make 
a  point  of  persuading  friends  to  attend  on  the 
7th.  Circulars  giving  particulars  can  be  procured 
on  application  to  her  at  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.7. 
She  will  also  be  most  gratefvd  to  hear  from  nurses 
who  will  undertake  to  come  and  help  on  the  day 
of  the  Sale. 


CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  STATE 
REGISTRATION  OF  NURSES. 

A  meetingf  by  the  request  of  constituent 
Societies  of  the  Central  Committee  for  the 
State  Regfistration  of  Nurses  will  be  held  at  an 
early  date,  to  consider  the  protection  of  the 
rig-hts  of  Registered  Nurses,  as  defined  in  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  1919,  and  the  powers 
conferred  by  Parliament  upon  the  General 
Nursing-  Council  for  England  and  Wales. 

LEGAL    MATTERS. 

At  Dartford,  Kent,  on  November  2^th,  Miss 
Margaret  Harvey,  of  Bexley,  formerly  Matron  at 
the  Darlington  (Durham)  Infirmary,  charged  with 
being  in  possession  of  a  pistol  and  cartridges,  said 
she  had  the  pistol  while  on  war  service  in  the 
Balkans,  and  with  it  she  was  able  to  defend  her 
honour. 

The  chairman  said  that  in  consideration  of  her 
war  services  a  light  fine  of  20s.  would  be  imposed 
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APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

City  of  York  Maternity  Hospital,  Yorli.— Miss  Cather- 
ine Wilkie  Wilson  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  in  maternity  nursing  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  Edinburgh,  where  she  held  the  position  of 
Senior  Sister. 

Homoeopatiiic  Hospital,  Bristol. — Miss  G.  Johnson 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
London  Hospital,  where  she  was  subsequently  Assistant 
Home  Sister  and  Medical  Outpatient  Sister.  She  has 
also  held  temporarily  the  position  of  Sister  at  the 
Bristol  Eye  Hospital,  and  of  Matron  of  the  Grove  House 
Home,  Bristol. 

Lady  Ozanne  Maternity  Home,  Guernsey. — Miss 
Frances  Wood,  R.R.C.,  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Croydon  Infirmary  and  the 
Brighton  and  Hove  Hospital  for  Women,  and  has  held 
responsible  posts  under  the  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee 
Institute  for  Nurses,  including  that  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Staffs  Count}^  Nursing  Association  and  the 
District  Nurses'  Home,  Salford.  She  had  experience 
of  War  Nursing  from  1914-1^19. 

Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  Agnes  Hunt 
Surgical  Home,  Oswestry. — Miss  A.  G.  Hunt,  R.R.C., 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury,  and  was  the 
founder,  and  for  many  years  the  Superintendent,  of 
the  Shropshire  Surgical  Home,  Baschurch.  She  has 
also  held  various  appointments  under  Queen  Victoria's 
Jubilee   Institute. 

ASSISTANT     MATRON. 

City  of  York  Maternity  Hospital,  York. — Miss  Agnes 
Scott  has 'been  appointed  Assistant  Matron.  She  was 
trained  in  Maternity  Nursing  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  Edinburgh,  where  she  also  held  the  position 
of  Sister. 

SISTER. 

County  Borough  Hospital,  Blackpool.— Miss  Elizabeth 
Lonsdale  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Leicester,  and  has  been  Sister  at  the  City 
Hospital,  Walker  Gate,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

HEAD     NURSE. 

Whitehaven  Union. — Miss  Blanche  Augusta  Twose 
has  been  appointed  Head  Nurse.  She  was  trained  at 
Guy's  Hospital,  S.E.,  and  has  been  Ward  Sister  at  Isle 
of  Thanet  Infirmary,  Staff  Nurse  in  France,  and  Sister 
at  the  Pretoria  General  Hospital,  South  Africa. 

PRESENTATION. 

After  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Stirling  Com- 
bination Hospital,  held  in  the  Municipal  Buildings, 
the  Committee  visited  the  hospital  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  to  Miss  Winram,  the  Matron,  who  is  retiring, 
a  beautiful  blouse  case  on  laehalf  of  the  Committee  and 
officials.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Miss  Tasker, 
who  expressed  to  Miss  Winram  the  Committee's  appre- 
ciation of  her  services,  and  its  sincere  wish  for  her 
speedy  restoration  to  health. 

SMALLPOX. 

The  Education  Committee  of  the  London  County 
Council  reports  that  special  vigilance  is  being 
exercised  by  the  school  medical  officer  over  schools 
in  the  area  affected  with  smallpox.  The  divisional 
medical  officer  has  visited  each  of  the  selected 
schools  with  a  view  to  giving  the  necessary  advice 
to  head  teachers.  The  response  to  the  invitation 
to  vaccination  and  revaccination  in  Poplar  is  very 
encouraging. 


NURSES'   IMPERIAL  CLUB. 

THE   BEGINNING   OF   BIRTHDAY  WEEK. 

To  receive  an  invitation  from  Miss  Mayers,  the 
Hon.  Secretary  and  much-respected  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Nurses'  Imperial  Club,  137,  Ebury 
Street,  is  at  once  a  guarantee  of  a  warm  welcome 
and  an  enjoyable  evening.  I  rarely  remember 
Father  Time  being  so  inexorable  as  on  Monday, 
November  27,  when  he  reduced  "  from  8 — 10  " 
seemingly  to  thirty  minutes  !  I  am  familiar 
with  the  pretty  home-like  double  drawing-room, 
which,  on  this  occasion — decorated  with  a  profu- 
sion of  flowers,  and  lighted  b)^  prettily  shaded 
electric  lamps — looked  particularly   attractive. 

Many  friends — doubtless  past  and  present 
inmates  of  the  Club — had  assembled  to  enjoy 
dainty  refreshments  of  cakes,  coffee  and  tea, 
and  a  very  real  musical  treat.  Members  of  the 
nursing  profession  doubtless  are  endowed  with 
many  talents,  apart  from  skill  in  nursing.  Miss 
Kathleen  Garven,  the  vocalist  of  the  evening,  is 
a  conspicuous  example.  Trained  at  the  Middlesex 
Hospital,  she  went  out  to  New  Zealand  some  years 
ago,  where  her  talent  was  discovered  and  developed 
under  able  tuition,  with  the  result  that  she  has 
made  it  her  profession.  Her  voice  is  a  pure  con- 
tralto, and  she  accentuates  the  charm  of  it  by  the 
realism  and  action  which  she  puts  into  her  songs. 
Her  friend,  and  brilliant  accompanist,  is  Miss 
Nellie  Hayward,  a  New  Zealander,  and  they  tour 
together.  The  following  are  some  of  the  songs 
with  which  Miss  Garven  delighted  the  audience  : 
"  The  Blind  Girl,"  "  The  Three  Fishers,"  "  Buy 
My  English  Posies  "  (Rudyard  Kipling),  "The 
Boat  Song,"  "  The  Leaves  and  the  Wind,"  and 
the  ever-popular  "  Caller  Herrin'." 

Variety  in  the  entertainment  was  provided 
by  Mr.  Percival  Clarke,  who  gave  several  delightful 
recitations — both  grave  and  gay — such  as  "  The 
Oversight,"  "  Positively  the  East  Performance," 
"  The  Nondescript,"  and  Henry  Newbolt's  well- 
known  poem,  "  He  Fell  among  Thieves." 

Miss  Saumariz  Smith  played  delightfully  on  the 
piano.  Miss  Richardson's  name  and  personality  is 
well-known  to  a  large  number  of  nurses  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Nurses'  Missionary  League,  and  I 
was  very  pleased  to  meet  her  personally  for  the 
first  time.     And  so  ended  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 

B.  K. 


THE    HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

The  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Royal  Northern 
Hospital  are  arranging  their  Eighteenth  Annual 
Pound  Day,  Bazaar  and  Concert,  at  the  Institution, 
HoUoway  Road,  N.7,  on  December  ist.  All 
gifts  in  kind  wiU  go  direct  to  the  cupboards  of  the 
Hospital,  for  the  benefit  of  the  patients.  A  most 
urgent  appeal  is  made  also  for  generous  contri- 
butions in  money  to  defray  the  cost  of  many 
surgical  appliances,  artificial  limbs,  &c.  The  Bazaar 
opens  at  12.30  p.m.,  while  the  Viscountess  Ednam 
will  be  present  to  receive  Pound  Day  gifts  at 
2.30  p.m.     The  Wards  will  be  open  to  visitors. 
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LITTLE    CUCKOO     FLOWER. 


Carefully  noting-  the  tone  and  touch  of  the 
majority  members  of  the  present  General 
Nursling-  Council,  we  have  been  struck  with  its 
circumscribed  outlook,  autocratic  attitude  to- 
wards the  profession,  which  it  ventures  to 
advise  and  control,  and  its  lack  of  sympathy, 
not  only  with  the  advance  of  professional  nursl- 
ing, but  its  extraordinarv'  ignorance  of  social 
evolution  in  so  far  as  nursing  is  concerned. 


blood  will  llovv  into  the  veins  of  this  dull  doc- 
trinaire Assembly  at  an  early  date,  and  that  it 
will  realise  its  Social  obligations  to  the  com- 
munity. 

In  the  past,  owing  to  the  genius  of  Miss 
Eden,  we  had  a  Nurses'  Social  Union.  It  was 
a  happy  inspiration ;  it  had  a  wonderful  future 
before  it,  which  of  late  years  has  not  fulfilled 
its  metier  owing  to  the  endless  struggle,  so 
bitterly  contested,  for  legal  status.  But  we 
are    always    hoping-   that   the   time    will   come 


MIS5    MYRTLE    PETERS     WHO     PLAYS    "  LITTLE    CUCKOO    FLOWER. 


We  cannot  call  to  mind  one  illuminating 
suggestion  for  uplifting  Nursing  into  the  great 
Social  Service  it  must  become,  for  the  cure 
and  prevention  of  disease,  by  the  amelioration 
of  social  conditions,  if  it  is  to  fulfil  its  destiny 
worthily,  but  apparently,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Council,  nurses  of  the  sick  we  are,  as 
termed  in  law,  and  presumably  in  that  narrow 
environment  we  must  be  content  to  jog  trot 
until  the  end  of  time.     Let  us  hope  a  little  red 


when  Miss  Eden  will  return  and  re-inspire  the 
Social  Spirit  of  Nursing,  until  which  time  let 
us  do  what  we  can.  Many  of  us  know  of  the 
work  of  the  Six  Point  Group,  of  which  the 
Viscountess  Rhondda  is  the  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  supported  by  an  array 
of  some  of  the  finest  social  reform  workers 
amongst  women. 

The  first  object  of  this  Group  is  to  obtain 
satisfactory    leg^islation    on    the    question    of 
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Child  Assault.  We  all  know  how  unsatisfac- 
tory legislation  is,  and  how  impossible  it 
appears  to  secure  adequate  punishment  for  this 
horrible  crime. 

Ten  years  ago  with  glowing  indignation  we 
wrote  the  tragic  story  of  "  Little  Cuckoo 
Flower,"  the  story  of  a  lovely  little  peasant 
child,  the  very  core  of  her  widowed  mother's 
heart.  How  she  was  ravished,  how  she  died  ; 
how  the  mother's  stern  demand  for  just 
punishment  failed.  How  this  distracted 
mother  took  the  law  into  her  own  hands.  How 
these  maternal  hands  were  stained  crimson 
with  the  blood  of  the  offender — an  undis- 
covered crime.  This  story  was  read  to  women, 
who  feel  strongly  with  us  that  the  conscience 
of  the  administrators  of  the  law  must  be 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  duty  where  criminal 
assaults  on  children  are  concerned,  and  they 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  story  of  Little 
Cuckoo  Flower,  if  filmed,  might  arouse  the 
public  conscience  on  the  question,  and  with 
this  end  in  view  it  has  been  adapted 
for  the  screen  with  necessary  alteration, 
and  is  now  ready  to  use  for  propaganda 
purposes.  This  film  was  recently  presented 
privately  at  the  American  Theatre  in  War- 
dour  Street,  and  met  with  an  enthusiastic 
reception  from  an  audience  chiefly  com- 
posed of  nurses,  and  we  hope  it  may  be  re- 
leased at  an  early  date.  The  pictures  are  very 
effective,  thei  scenery  lovely,  and  the  acting  of 
Miss  Mina  Grey  as  "  Martha,"  the  mother, 
and  of  charming  little  Myrtle  Peters  as  "  Little 
Cuckoo  Flower,"  most  touching.  We  were 
gratified  to  find  some  of  the  audience  in  tears. 
Let  us  hope  the  story  may  touch  not  only  the 
hearts  of  the  public,  but  the  conscience  of 
administrators  of  the  law,  so  that  Martha's 
plea,  "  It  ain't  vengeance  as  I  call  for,  but  jus- 
tice," may  do  something  towards  attaining  a 
higher  standard  of  morality  where  the  ravish- 
ing of  children  is  concerned. 

Trained  nurses  come  up  against  this  horror. 
We  want  our  Social  Service  Nurses  to  help  to 
stamp  it  out.  Ethel  G.  Fenwick. 


THE   PRINCE   AND  SICK  CHILDREN. 

The  Victoria  Hospital  for  Children,  Chelsea, 
was  en  fete  on  November  23rd,  when  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  in  a  happy  little  speech,  opened  the  Princess 
Mary  Home  and  new  physio-therapy  department. 

Following  the  opening  ceremony,  the  Prince 
attended  a  Nurses'  Bazaar,  which  was  held  in 
another  part  of  the  Hospital,  and  which  was 
largely  attended,  and  w^here,  as  usual,  he  "  played 
the  game  "  and  won  golden  opinions. 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 

THE  ELECTION  IN  OUR  VILLAGE. 

The  campaign  opened,  as  far  as  1  was  concerned, 
by  a  visit  from  the  sexton,  to  ask  me  to  take  the 
chair  for  the  Conservative  candidate  the  following 
evening  at  the  village  school.  This  I  gladly  agreed 
to  do,  as  I  knew  that  the  candidate  had  been 
"  sound  "  on  our  Nurses'  Registration  Act. 

When  the  time  arrived,  I  found  to  my  pleasure 
that  the  R.B.N. A.  were  well  represented,  as 
Doctor  Domville  was  also  speaking  for  our  candi- 
date. After  considerable  experience  in  the  chair 
at  nurses'  meetings  in  the  past,  I  flattered  myself 
I  knew  my  job,  although  the  men  on  the  platform 
were  quite  obviously  a  little  doubtful.  However, 
after  having  introduced  our  man,  I  was  more  than 
pleased  to  find  he  had  scribbled  me  a  little  note 
asking  me  to  speak  for  him  for  the  rest  of  the 
campaign.  This  I  did,  and  never  failed  to  tell 
the  chairman  and  the  electors  that  I  was  a  Regis- 
tered nurse  and  what  it  meant  ! 

Now  for  some  canvassing  stories  :  One  dear  old 
body,  on  being  asked  for  her  vote,  replied  :  "  I've 
worked  'ard  all  me  life,  and  alius  kept  myself 
respectable,  and  I  ain't  going  to  vote  for  no  one 
now  "  !  Another  "  regretted  exceedingly  she  did 
not  see  her  way  to  vote,  but  she  did  not  consider 
the  vote  at  all  ladylike  "  !  Another  :  "  What  ! 
vote  for  'im  ;  not  much.  I  be  going  to  put  a 
cross  agin  his  name."  (We  hoped  she  would,  as  . 
it  was  our  man).  Another  house,  where  there  were 
four  opposition  votes :  "If  they  folks  comes 
a-bothering  us  any  more,  we  won't  vote  for 
ne'er  a  one  of  'em."  This  family  were  visited 
t.d.s.  and  did  not  vote.     And  so  on. 

One  of  our  staunchest  supporters  had  had  the 
misfortune  to  have  all  her  teeth  extracted  on  the 
very  day  of  our  local  meeting,  so  I  suggested  a 
week  after  she  should  come  with  me,  together 
with  a  few  "  doubtfuls,"  to  another  meeting  at  a 
much  larger  place  ;  and  during  the  whole  time 
she  kept  up  a  continued  stream  of  comments  and 
remarks,  ending  up  with — after  the  opposition 
candidate  had  spoken — "  There,  now,  we've  all 
heard  what  the  farmer  says  ;  we'll  go  home  and 
vote  for  the  other  chap."  I  am  wondering,  if 
she  had  had  her  teeth,  where  she  would  have 
stopped  ! 

Then  came  the  great  day  of  the  poll.  I  took  on 
the  job  of  running  round  on  a  bicycle  and  seeing 
that  all  those  who  wanted  fetching  were  ready, 
&c.  Found  one  dear  lady  afraid  to  go  in  case  her 
baby  might  arrive  en  route.  I  begged  her  to 
rely  on  me,  that  it  would  not  do  so  ;  but  she 
refused  to  be  convinced.  However,  when  her 
husband  returned  to  dinner  and  found  she  had 
not  been  to  poll  he  ordered  her  to  go  at  once, 
which  she  did,  with  no  bad  results.  The  following 
day  some  of  us  were  lucky  enough  to  get  to  the 
County  Hall  to  hear  the  declaration  of  the  poU, 
and  the  joy  of  hearing  and  seeing  that  "  our  man  " 
was  in  again  with  a  thumping  majority  was  well 
worth  the  two  hours'  wait  in  the  good-humoured 
and  orderly  crowd.     Then  the  rush  to  the  post- 
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For 

Mother  and  Child 

A  diet  that  is  rich  in  Vitamins 
and  well  balanced  is    essential    to 

Growth  and  Development 

Above   all  it    must 
be  easily  digestible. 

Virolised  Milk 

(a  teaspoonful  of  Virol  to  half  a  pint  of  Milk) 

promotes  Growth  and 
increases  the  power 
of  resistance  to  Disease 

Virolised  Milk  assists  lactation 
and  maintains  the  health  of  the 
Mother. 

VIROL 


Virol    is    used     in    more    than    3,000 
Hospitals,  Consumption  Sanatoria,  etc. 


m'  '  In  Ja»*s,  1/3,  2/-  and  3/9. 

m     VIROL  LTD.,  Hanger  Lane,  Ealing,  London,  W.5. 
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office  to  'phone  the  news,  so  that  our  flag  might 
tell  the  village  who  was  in. 

On  November  23rd  I  stood  on  the  pavement  in 
ParUament  Street,  watching  the  State  procession, 
and  realised  to  the  full  what  a  great  privilege  it  is 
to  be  able  to  feel  that  "  we  women  "  have  now 
really  a  part  in  the  governance  of  our  country. 

E.  M.  Cancellor. 


TRUE    TALE    WITH    A    MORAL. 

"  A  Fellow  Feeling  Makes  us  Wondrous  Kind." 

Nurse  (to  elector  hanging  out  of  window)  : 
"  Will  you  come  and  vote  for  the  nurses'  candi- 
date ?  " 

Elector  :  "  None  of  yer  pills  and  poultices  for 
me  ;     what  I  want  is  more  beer." 

Wife  of  above  :  "  Yus,  and  whj'  is  them  young 
women  a-carrying  that  banner  ?  How  about  the 
unemployed  ?  " 

Nurse,  brought  up  on  farm,  chats  about  home- 
brewed beer,  malt  and  hops — the  real  thing. 

Elector  smacks  his  lips. 

"  Why,  Nuss,  you  knows  a  thing  or  two.  Takes 
yer  glass,  no  doubt.  You  shall  have  my  vote 
and  welcome  !  " 

VERSE. 

Whate'er  thy  lot — to  work,  to  wait. 

To  watch  while  others  sleep. 
To  sit  with  empty,  idle  hands 

While  others  sow  and  reap  ; 
To  fight  and  win,  or  fight  and  lose 

In   forefront  of  the   fray ; 
Or.   but  to  gird   their  armour  on 

For  those  who  march  away  : 
It  matters  not,   so  thou  canst  feel 

At  every  set  of  sun. 
Whatever   task   the   day   has   brought 

Was   well   and   bravely   done. 

— Annie  Jolnison  Flint 
From  The  Canadian  Nurse. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

December  2nd. — League  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  Nurses,  General  Meeting  and  Social 
Gathering.      3  p.m. 

December  yth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Sale  of  Work  for  the  Settlement  Fund. 
Opened  by  Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Christian, 
12  noon.     194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W. 

December  yth.  —  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary, 
Nurses'  League  Reunion  Dinner.  Trades  House, 
Glasgow.  7.45  p.m.  Mrs.  Strong,  formerly 
Matron  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  will  preside. 
Guest  of  Honour,  Mrs.   Bedford  Fenwick. 


WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

"  Sleep  is  death's  youngest  brother,  and  so  like 
him  that  I  never  dare  trust  him  without  my 
prayers." — Sir  Thomas  Browne. 


LETTERS    TO    THE    EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE    MEDICAL    DICTATORSHIP    IN 
THE    Q.N.C. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam,  —  At  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales,  held  on  November  17th,  as  was  my 
right,  being  a  member  of  the  Council,  I 
raised,  under  "  any  other  business,"  a  certain 
matter.  As  soon  as  the  Chairman  understood  the 
gist  of  what  I  was  saying,  he  abruptly  closed  the 
meeting  while  I  was  still  speaking.  I  venture  to 
think  that  to  no  other  member  of  the  Council, 
except  a  Working  Nurse,  would  he  have  behaved 
in  this  discourteous  manner.  One  can  only  sup- 
pose that  he  did  not  wish  my  statement  to  be 
made  public. 

I  was  pointing  out  that,  according  to  the  list 
of  nurses  registered,  which  had  been  supplied  to 
me  by  the  G.N.C.,  I  found,  on  comparing  it  with 
the  printed  Register  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
that,  while  many  were  marked  on  the  G.N.C.  list 
as  "  trained,"  they  were  put  down  on  the  College 
Register   as     "  certificated." 

That  at  present  a  very  large  number  of  nurses 
were  being  placed  on  the  Register  by  a  small 
clique  of  Matrons,  medical  men  and  lay  members 
(four  making  a  quorum),  who  have  seized  the 
reins  of  government  on  the  Council,  whose  business 
they  manage  privately,  having  excluded  the 
Working  Nurses  from  the  Committees.  This 
system  of  registration  is  being  carried  out  in  con- 
junction with  the  Secretary  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd..  who  is  in  no  way  responsible  either 
to  the  Council  or  the  Registered  Nurses. 
Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary,  P.U.T.N. 

"AN    EYE    FOR    AN    EYE." 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — In  the  Editorial  of  your  issue 
of  Saturday,  November  25th,  you  are  pleased  to 
say,  in  reference  to  Mr.  C.  Leonard  Lyle's  defeat 
at  the  polls  (in  West  Ham,  Stratford),  that  you 
"  failed  to  meet  any  College  Nurses  in  the  East  End 
canvassing  for  him  as  a  quid  pro  quo  for  his  repre- 
hensible services." 

For  those  who  had  eyes  to  see  there  was  plenty 
of  "  College  of  Nursing "  help  to  be  seen.  A 
nurse's  husband  provided  a  car  on  election  day  ; 
a  nurse  paid  for  the  petrol  ;  many  College  nurses 
took  part  in  canvassing,  and  in  bringing  people  to 
the  polls.  That  their  efforts  were  in  vain  does  not 
diminish  the  value  of  their  good  will  and  gratitude 
to  Mr.  Lyle. 

Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  publish  this  letter  and 
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so  correct  the  erroneous  impression  conveyed  in 
your  former  Editorial  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

Emily  E.  P.  MacManus. 
14,  Brunswick  Place,  W.C.t. 

[We  had  hoped  that  nurse  members  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  had  repented  of  the  action 
of  their  Hon.  Officers  in  issuing  a  letter  to  them, 
inviting  them  to  wreck  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  1919 — a  very 
terrible  betrayal  of  the  interests  of  our  Profession, 
especially  after  having  promised,  on  the  Second 
Reading,  not  to  oppose  it — and  that  w^as  the 
reason  they  were  not  prominently  in  evidence  in 
support  of  Mr.  Lyle's  election  in  West  Ham — the 
man  who  ruthlessly  blocked  the  Nurses'  Bill, 
on  the  Report  stage.  Apparently  our  corres- 
pondent is  either  ignorant  of  the  part  he  played 
or  approves  of  it,  and  this  we  cannot  believe. 
Anyway,  a  man  who  could,  at  the  dictates  of  the 
employer,  take  the  lead  in  the  House  of  Commons 
of  smashing  a  Bill  for  the  State  Registration 
of  Nurses,  and  thus  violate  the  most  sacred 
professional  aspirations  of  thousands  of  con- 
scientious nurses,  who  had  worked  for  it  for  years, 
has  no  right  to  legislate  for  them,  and  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  Registered  nurses  to  keep  a  "  seeing 
eye  "  upon  the  records  of  legislators  and  act 
accordingly  at  any  future  election. — Ed.] 


KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

Nothing  Short  of  Cremation. 

A.  K.  R.  writes:  "Not  being  a  Registered 
Nurse — [More's  the  pity. — Ed.] — I  cannot  apply 
for  a  ballot  paper  for  election  of  members  to  the 
G.N.C.,  but  I  hope  you  realise  you  have  no  more 
sincere  well-wisher  than  my  useless  self.  W-ere 
I  to  begin  to  write  of  the  shameful  and  really 
illegal  manner  in  which  you  have  been  treated 
this  letter  would  reach  an  unreasonable  length. 
.  .  .  I  have  followed  the  dark  course  of  your 
enemies'  tactics  with  disgust.  Still,  their  actions 
are  a  great  tribute  to  the  splendid  work  you  have 
accomplished  and  their  terror  of  your  power 
unless  you  be  ousted  ;  but  we  who  know  you  are 
aware  cremation  would  be  the  only  really 
successful  plan." 

[We  deeply  regret  that  many  of  our  dear  old 
friends  decline  to  place  themselves  under  a  Council 
which  has  persecuted  us,  and  those  associated 
with  us  on  the  G.N.C.  for  standing  for  the  rights 
and  privileges  granted  to  the  nursing  profession 
in  their  Registration  Act.  This  poUcy,  though 
quite  natural,  isn't  efficacious,  when  it  comes  to 
counting  votes  ;  and  we  advise  our  colleagues  not 
to  be  guided  by  their  outraged  feelings,  but  by 
logic.  If  battles  have  to  be  fought  it  is  no  good 
standing  out.  Come  along  and  fight  alongside. — 
Ed.] 

Cannot  Afford  Dinner  Every  Day. 
Ceriificated  Private  Nnr-^e. — "  This  has  been  a 
very  unremunerative  year  for  Private  Nurses,  and 
in  the  Home  in  which  I  stay  some  of  my  colleagues 


have  been  on  very^short  rations  indeed.  More 
than  one  has  told  me  she  cannot  afford  dinner 
every  day !  On  aU  sides  we  see  institutions 
nibbling  at  our  daily  bread  ;  soon  there  will  be 
none  left  for  independent  nurses.  With  very  few 
exceptions  Training  Schools  run  Private  Nursing 
Departments,  though  I  am  glad  to  hear  some  are 
on  the  co-operative  system.  Now  even  Poor  Law 
Institutions  are  taking  in  Paying  patients,  so  we 
are  not  only  deprived  of  patients,  but  must  pay 
indirect  rates  to  be  so  deprived.  All  the  same,  we 
must  assume  some  of  the  blame  for  our  sad 
condition.  The  truth  is  we  have  always  been 
too  selfish  or  self-satisfied  to  combine  for  the 
common  good.  When  shall  we  hear  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  protesting  to  the 
Governors  of  the  Training  Schools  of  making 
substantial  profits  out  of  their  private  nursing 
staffs  ?  Not  so  long  as  it  is  controlled  by  Hospital 
Treasurers  and  Medicos,  of  whom  the  Matrons 
stand  in  awe.  Miss  Cattell,  who  appeared  in  the 
B.  J.  N.  last  week,  must  be  a  very  unusual  woman 
to  stand  on  her  own  all  these  years.  I  hope  she 
is  returned  to  the  G.N.C.  to  stand  up  for  Private 
Nurses." 

REPLIES   TO    CORRESPONDENTS. 

We  continue  to  receive  letters  from  private 
nurses  objecting  to  the  proposed  depreciation  of 
private  nursing  by  the  College  Council  in  nominat- 
ing a  nurse  to  represent  this  branch,  who  does  not 
hold  a  three  years'  certificate  of  training  from  a 
recognised  training  school. 

In  reply  to  enquiries  from  Registered  Nurses  as 
to  how  they  are  to  obtain  their  Voting  Paper  to 
take  part  in  the  election  of  Direct  Representatives 
to  the  Register  formed  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  we  beg  to  remind 
them  that  the  ballot  is  a  postal  ballot,  and  that 
they  will  receive  their  Voting  Paper  from  the 
Chairman  of  the  Council,  who  is  the  Returning 
Officer. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION    QUESTIONS. 

December  gth. — What  complications  are  to  be 
feared  in  an  attack  of  acute  influenza  ?  What 
precautions  should  be  taken  to  avert  them  if 
possible  ? 

We  regret  that  the  publication  of  our  Prize 
Competition  Paper  is  a  week  late,  owing  to  the 
great  pressure  on  our  space  in  connection  with 
the  election  of  Direct  Representatives  to  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 


We  regret  we  are  unable  to  award  a  prize  this 
week,  no  paper  of  sufficient  merit  having  been 
received. 

OUR   ADVERTISERS. 

Do  not  omit  to  buy,  as  far  as  possible,  every- 
thing you  need  from  "  Our  Advertisers,"  and 
to  recommend  them  to  your  fr.'ends.  They  are 
all  first-class  firms. 
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The   Midwife. 


MIDWIVES'   ACT.   NEW  ZEALAND. 


The  Annual  Report,  1922,  of  the  Director- 
General  of  Health,  New  Zealand,  contains  the 
following  report  on  the  Midwives  Act,  by  Miss 
Hester  Maclean,  R.R.C.,  Director,  Division  of 
Nursing  :-— 

During  the  year  two  examinations  have  been 
held  under  the  Midwives  Act ;  129  candidates 
presented  themselves,  and  122  passed  and  are 
now  on  the  Register.  Fifty  midwives.  were 
registered  from  Overseas. 

The  question  of  continuing  to  recognise  the 
certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  is  under 
consideration.  The  term  of  training  is  not  equal 
to  that  given  under  the  New  Zealand  Act,  and  as 
it  is  now  recommended  to  lengthen  that  term  of 
twelve  months  to  eighteen  months,  it  is  still  more 
unfair  to  our  midwives  to  recognise  terms  of  six 
months  and  less.  Many  of  the  older  midwives 
arriving  in  the  Dominion,  and  applying  for 
registration,  have  undergone  training  for  three 
months  only.  In  spite  of  this  the  Central  Mid- 
wives  Board,  England,  has  not  agreed  to  reciprocal 
registration  with  New  Zealand,  on  account  of  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  lectures  laid  down  to  be 
given  by  the  Medical  Officer  is  not  equal  to  that 
under  the  Board,  ignoring  the  fact  that  the 
number  laid  down  is  doubled  during  the  length  of 
the  term.  (Note. — Since  writing  above  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  has  agreed  to  recognise 
the  training  under  the  New  Zealand  Act  as 
equivalent,  and  asks  for  reciprocity  for  all  mid- 
wives  registered  under  the  Board.  This  is  under 
consideration,  and  it  is  proposed  to  admit  these 
midwives  after  making  up  a  time  equal  to  that 
required  of  New  Zealand  midwives,  and  passing 
the  State  examinations.) 

Not  nearly  so  many  midwives  from  New 
Zealand  desire  to  practice  in  England,  as  mid- 
wives  from  England  come  to  practice  in  New 
Zealand,  and,  therefore,  reciprocity  is  more 
important  to  the  liolders  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board's  certificate  than  to  the  State  registered 
midwives  of  New  Zealand. 

Child  Welfare. 

The  Report  contributed  by  Dr.  F.  Truby  King, 
Director  of  Child  Welfare,  contains  the  following 
items  : — 

Section  i. — General  Administration. 

During  the  year  steady  progress  in  child  welfare 
has  been  made  throughout  the  Dominion.  How 
far  the  idea  of  doing  the  best  for  the  child  from 
conception  to  the  end  of  school-life — the  reason 
assigned  for  establishing  the  Directorate  of  Child 
Welfare — has  been  given  effect  to  may  be  inferred 


from  the  following  record  of  undertakings  and  work 
done   during   the   past   year  : — 

Booklet  for  Husband  and  Wife. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  world  an  attempt  has 
been  made  by  the  State  to  supply  to  those  about 
to  marry,  and  to  every  married  woman  under 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  a  small  text-book  addressed 
to  husband  and  wife,  exhorting  them  to  do  the 
best  for  the  growth  and  development  of  their 
potential  progeny,  and  describing  in  simple  terms 
the  main  essentials  for  safeguarding  mother  and 
child  and   promoting  their  health  and   fitness. 

There  are  some  92,000  married  women  in  the 
Dominion  under  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  to 
nearly  half  of  these  "  The  Expectant  Mother,  and 
Baby's  First  Month  "  has  already  been  posted  ; 
further,  the  Registrar-General  has  kindly  under- 
taken the  issue  of  a  copy  to  every  man  about  to 
marry,  on  his  applying  to  the  local  Registrar  for 
a  marriage  license.  When  the  issue  to  married 
women  has  been  completed  there  will  be  no  further 
excuse  for  parental  ignorance  as  to  the  simple 
primary  essentials  bearing  on  the  health  and  fitness 
of  mother  and  child,  because  every  newly-married 
couple  will  be  forewarned  and  forearmed  through 
the  Registrars.  In  addition,  a  small  supply  of 
copies  of  the  booklet  held  in  reserve  will  be  issued 
;o  nurses,  hospitals,  &.C.,  as  required. 

[e)  Meetings  for  Midwincs. — Instructions  are 
sent  out  by  the  Director-General  of  Health  to  all 
registered  midwives  in  the  Dominion,  asking  them 
to  attend  special  lectures  and  demonstrations 
bearing  on  the  pre-natal  and  post-natal  care  and 
safeguarding  of  mother  and  child.  At  these 
meetings,  as  in  the  foregoing,  those  attending 
have  the  benefit  of  conferring  and  discussing 
matters  with  a  specially  qualified  nurse,  who 
arranges  for  further  practical  demonstrations  or 
advice  if  desired. 

One  can  scarcely  overstate  the  safeguard  and 
boon  it  would  be  "to  mother  and  child  if  all  the 
midwives— numbering  between  1,500  and  2,000, 
registered  and  unregistered — to  whom  mothers, 
expectant  and  actual,  turn  for  guidance  and  help 
during  the  most  momentous  and  critical  phases 
of  life  could  be  depended  on  to  give  uniform 
authoritative  advice  and  assistance.  Wrong  advice 
is  so  often  tendered  and  the  wrong  thing  so  often 
done  that  no  pains  should  be  spared  to  heighten 
the  sense  of  responsibility  and  raise  the  standard 
of  knowledge  and  proficiency  among  all  those 
licensed  or  authorized  in  any  way  by  the  State  to 
undertake  the  special  care  "of  mother  and  child 
before  and  after  child-birth.  The  relationship  of 
this  to  child  welfare  and  the  further  lowering  of 
the  infantile-mortality  rate  is  clearly  brought  out 
by  studying  the  admirable  charts  and  statistics 
bearing  on  mother  and  child  published  by  the 
Government  Statistician. 
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EDITORIAL. 

THE    ELECTION     FIASCO. 

For  the  past  nine  months  the  newly  appointed 
Reg-istration  Committee,  with  its  medical 
Chairman,  has  in  the  spirit  of  intolerable  arro- 
g^ance  played  ducks  and  drakes  with  Regfistra- 
tion  questions,  and  this  week  ends  with  the 
E)lection  Fiasco.  The  one  aim  and  object,  to 
the  exclusion  of  vitally  important  business  of 
the  Committee',  appears  to  have  been  its  burn- 
ing" endeavour  to  rush  on  to  the  Regfister — in 
time  to  record  their  votes  for  the  new  Council 
— members  of  the  CoUeg^e  of  Nursingf,  Ltd., 
with  the  object  of  securing'  the  control  of  the 
Nurses'  Governingf  Body.  Thus  letters  ad- 
dressed to  the  Council  have  been  intercepted 
and  held  over  for  three  months,  and  matters 
which  should  now  be  in  working-  order  deferred. 
One  of  the  most  important  things  needing  thei 
consideration  of  the  Council  in  all  its  details 
was  the  '  *  prescribed  schemei ' '  provided  for 
in  the  Schedule  of  the  Act  (Constitution  of 
Council)  for  the  Election  of  thei  sixteen  per- 
sons, being  persons  registered  as  nurses,  to 
form,  with  nominees,  the  new  Council ;  and 
yet  many  of  the  all-important  regulations  and 
papers  referring  to  this  matter  were  not  circu- 
lated  to  members  of  the  Council  in  time  for 
due  consideration,  and  were  hustled  through  at 
the  last  meeting  with  most  drastic  and  ol>- 
jectionable  recommend'ationsi  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health:,  without  time  for  objections  being 
given. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council,  as  Returning 
Officer,  accepted  the  office  only  when  entrenched 
behind  a  Ministerial  regulation  indemnifying 
him  against  any  and  eivery  form  of  irregnlarity, 
not  to  say  illegality,-  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Election. 

Thus  it  will  only  be  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty that  the  nurses  can  protect  themselves 
from  the  most  flagrant  irregfularity  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Election  for  the  new  Council. 

First,  only  seven  postal  days  were  allowedl 
the  nurses  in  which  to  record  their  votes.  (We 
believe  the  General  Medical  Council  allows 
three  weeks.) 


Then  the  Ballot  was  declared  to  be  secret. 

But  what  do  we  find?  Many  hundreds  of 
voting  papers  which  should  have  readied  the 
electors  on  December  ist  are  stUl  undelivered 
on  Decemlber  5th,  and  by  noon,  December  8thi, 
they  must  reachi  the  Office  or  be  thrown  asidie. 
In  many  instances,  therefore,  it  is  impossible 
for  a  nurse  to  record  her  vote. 

Dozens  of  nurses  have  received  two  Voting 
Papers. 

Now  we  comei  to  the  secrecy  of  the  Ballot. 
On  opening  our  Voting  Paper  it  is  found  that 
a  place  has  been  provided  for  a  "  number,"  and 
the  paper  is  to  be  so  folded  that  this  number 
is  to  be  outside  and  catch  the  eye. 

Imagine  the  consternation  of  an  economically 
dependent  and  timorous  electorate  which  has 
been  bombarded  from  all  directions  by  em- 
ployers and  dispensers  of  patronage,  and  told 
how  and  for  whom  to  vote.  Through  ai  secret 
ballot,  as  provided!  in  the  Rules,  Registered 
Nurses  had  hoped  to  record  their  votes  without 
coercion,  but  with!  the  violation  of  the  secrecy 
of  the  ballot  they  must  obey  orders  or  perhaps 
suffer  professional  damage. 

Two  members  of  the  Council  this  week  inter- 
viewed the  Chairman  and  placed  the  case  before 
him.  They  invited  him  to  hold  a  new  election ; 
to  issue  Voting  Papers  which  would  preserve 
the  sanctity  of  the  ballot;  and  give  time  for 
Registered  Nurses  to  receive,  consider  and 
return  their  Voting  Papers. 

Though  not  defending  the  irregularities,  the 
Chairman  did  not  consider  he  had  power  to 
cancel  the  Election.  Perhaps  after  consultation 
with  the  Minister  of  Health  this  deplorable 
fiasco  may  be  remedied.  If  not,  we  hope  the 
Registered!  Nurses  will  avail!  themselves  of  an 
appeal  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  and  insist 
upon  the  Election  being  condlicted  in  al  legal 
manner.  What  is  imperative  is  (i)  that  three 
weeks  be  given  in  which  to  record  votes;  (2) 
that  the  absolute  secrecy  of  the  ballot  shall  be 
maintained ;  (3)  that  the  various  unions  of  em- 
ployers! shall  not  be  permitted  through  the 
Matrons  to  coerce  junior  officials,  and  thus 
tamper  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT  COMPLICATIONS  ARE  TO  BE  FEARED  IN  AN 
ATTACK   OF  ACUTE   INFLUENZA?   WHAT   PRE- 
CAUTIONS SHOULD  BE  TAKEN  TO  AVERT  THEM  IF 
POSSIBLE  ? 

Wo  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Rachel  Dodd,  Woolwich  Home 
for  Ailing-  Babies,  123,  Eglington  Road,  Plum- 
stead,  S.E.18. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Acute  Influenza  {La  Grippe)  is  a  specific 
fever,  pandemic  with  epidemic  exacerbations, 
characterised  specially  by  catarrh  of  the  respira- 
tory passages  and  alimentary  canal,  and  ac- 
companied by  toxaemic  symptoms  of  wide 
distribution. 

The  causal  agent  is  Pfeiffer's  Bacilli 
Influenzae,  accompanied  by  streptococci  or 
pneumococci. 

The  site  of  attack  is  the  nasal  and  post-nasal 
mucous  membranes,  where  the  orgfanisms 
multiply  rapidly.  Thence  extension  occurs  to 
the  larynx,  lungs  and  nasal  accessory  sinuses, 
especially  the  sphenoidal.  Toxins  are  formed 
which  may  set  up  irritative  or  inflammatory 
reaction  in  almost  any  organ  in  the  body,  and 
lower  its  resistance  to  secondary  infection. 

The  characteristic  of  the  toxin  of  Bacilli 
Influenzae  itself  is  the  intense  prostration  which 
it  produces. 

The  infection,  thougfh  intense,  is  short-lived, 
unless  secondary  inflammations  occur. 

The  respiratory,  nervous  and  digestive 
systems  respectively  are  chiefly  affected. 

The  complications  in  the  (i)  respiratory  form 
are  (a)  Broncho-pneumonia  with  a  lobar  distri- 
bution, and  which  is  much  more  likely  to  prove 
fatal  than  an  ordinary  attack  of  pneumonia. 
The  chief  mortality  of  influenza  is  due  to  this 
complication,  and  occurs  just  as  the  influenza 
is  apparently  recoveredi  from.  It  affects  infants 
and  old  people  specially ;  (&)  Bronchitis ;  (c) 
Pleurisy ;  (d)  Empyaema  of  thorax ;  (e)  Endo- 
and  Myo-carditis ;  (/)  Sudden  dilatation  of  left 
ventricle;  (g)  Nephritis. 

(ii)  Nervous  form:  (a)  Melancholia,  suicidal 
tendencies,  or  such  enfeeblement  of  the  powers 
of  mind  and  body  that  a  long-continued  or  even 
permanent  state  of  weak-mindedness  or  of 
neurasthenia  remains;  (b)  General  toxaemia 
resulting  in  a  comatosed  condition,  and  even 
death,  unless  treated ;  (c)  Meningitis,  due  to 
influenza  toxins  on  the  brain ;  {£)  Otitis ;  (e) 
Mastoiditis ;  (/)  Paralysis  of  limbs  or  of  single 
muscles,  with  gradual  atrophy  of  the  affected 
parts;  {g)  Peripheral  Neuritis;  {h)  Eye  inflam- 
mations and  (i)  Chorea. 


(iii)  Digestive  form:  {a)  Cardiac  disease;  (&) 
General  toxaemia;  (c)  Paralysis  of  abdominal 
viscera,  causing  a  great  deal  of  flatulence,  and 
which,  if  not  relieved  would  result  in  heart 
failure ;  {d)  Acidosis,  due  to  incessant  vomiting- 
and  diarrhoea  causing  drainagfe  of  fluid ;  (e) 
Appendicitis;  (/)  Cancrum-Oris. 

To  take  precautions  to  avert  complications, 
all  symptoms  must  be  duly  noted  and  treated 
as  they  arise.  Confinement  to  bed  is  most  im- 
portant from  the  onset,  and  the  patient  must 
remain  there  until  temperature,  pulse  and 
respirations  have  been  normal  for  a  week ;  by 
doing  this  the  patient  also  husbands  his 
strength  to  overcome  the  disease.  Good,  care- 
ful nursing  is  most  essential.  The  room  must 
be  well  ventilated,  without  causing  a  draught 
to  the  patient,  and  the  air  warmed.  AH)  chills 
must  be  guarded  against.  Clothing  should  be 
light  and  warm  (wool  or  flannel),  and  changed 
as  often  as  is  necessary,  and  patient  surrounded 
by  well-protected  hot-water  bottles.  Babies 
often  need  to  be  wrapped  in  wool,  as  the  toxins 
in  the  blood  cause  imperfect  aeration,  and  the 
extremities  become  icy  cold  (unless  kept 
artificially  warm),  thus  lowering  the  patient's 
vitality.  The  treatment  should  be  stimtolating 
from  the  first.  Cardiac  stimulants,  such  as 
strychnine  hypodermically  and  alcohol  freely 
by  mouth,,  will  often  have  to  be  resorted  to. 
Diet  should  be  fluid  and  nourishing  during  the 
early  stages,  chiefly  boiled  water,  albumen 
water.  Brand's  essence,  and  meat  juice. 

If  there  is  profuse  perspiration,  clothing- 
should  be  changed  frequently,  and  the  skin 
sponged  with  warm  water,  but  the  patient 
moved  as  little  as  possible. 

All  respiratory  secretions  should  be  dis- 
infected from  onset.  Nose  and  mouth  kept 
clean  with  mild  antiseptics  to  lessen  the  danger 
of  infective  germs  entering  the  bronchi. 
Meningitis  may  be  averted  by  applying  cold 
compresses  to  head  when  headaches  are  severe, 
and  by  darkening  room.  When  constipation 
is  present  it  may  be  relieved  by  castor  oil  or 
calomel,  which,  under  medical  direction,  is 
useful  at  onset,  eispeoially  in  gastro-enteric  type. 

General  toxaemia  must  be  guarded  ag-ainst, 
particularly  with  the  digestive  form,  by  giving 
rectal  lavage  (saline).  Saline  infusion  may 
have  to  be  resortedl  to  where  there  is  much 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  to  replace  lost  fluid  and' 
to  neutralise  the  toxins. 

In  convalescence,  nourishing  food  and  tonics 
are  essential. 

HONOURABLE    MENTION. 

The  following  competitorsi  receive  honourable 
mention  :^Miss  P.  Jones,  Missi  A.  Robertson.. 
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TREATMENT  OF  DIABETES. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  on  November 
30th,  the  President,  Sir  Charles  Sherrington,  re- 
ferred to  the  new  treatment  for  diabetes,  discovered 
at  Toronto  University.  His  speech  is  ref>orted  at 
length  in  the  Times,  from  which  we  quote  the  sub- 
joined particulars. 

The  new  pancreatic  extract  possesses  striking 
power  over  the  carbohydrate  metabolism  of  the 
body.  Potent  as  it  is,  experience  with  it  is  still 
limited.  Work  of  urgency  is  required  with  what 
may  prove  to  be  a  desired  remedy. 

In  this  country  the  Medical  Research  Council 
has  undertaken  public-spirited  direction  of  the  ex- 
tract's preparafion,  and  of  further  determination  of 
its  properties. 

The  physiological  steps  of  the  discovery  may, 
said  Sir  Charles  Sherrington,  be  briefly  outlined 
thus : — 

**  Destruction  of  the  pancreas  is  well  known  to 
produce  in  the  dog  a  diabetes-like  condition,  rapidly 
fatal.  The  liver's  store  of  glycogen  is  lost,  and 
cannot  be  renewed  by  even  liberal  supply  of  its 
normal  source,  carbohydrate  food.  Sugar  forma- 
tion from  proteins  ensues,  with  rapid  wasting  of  the 
tissues;  at  the  same  time  the  blood  is  surcharged 
with  sugar,  and  the  tissues  are  unable  to  make  use 
of  sugar.  In  a  normal  animal,  glucose  put  into 
the  circulation  raises  the  ratio  of  CO,  expired  to 
oxygen  absorbed,  because  the  tissues  consume  the 
sugar.  But  glucose  similarly  introduced  into  the 
depancreated  diabetic  anim:al  does  not  raise  the 
respiratory  quotient;  the  tissues  no  longer  con- 
sumed the  sugar. 

"The  inference,"  Sir  Charles  continued,  "has 
long  been  that  the  pancreas  produces  some  sub- 
stance enabling  the  body  to  make  use  of  sugar — 
some  substance  that  in  fact  should  control  certain 
forms  of  diabetes.  At  Toronto  there  seems  to  have 
been  secured  the  extraction  of  that  substance.  The 
pancreas  consists  of  two  structures  intimately  com- 
mingled— the  one,  secreting  cells  set  round  ducts 
into  which  they  pour  the  pancreatic  juice,  p>otently 
digestive;  the  other,  scattered  in  tiny  islets  seem- 
ingly unrelated  to  the  ducts,  though  closely  related 
to  the  blood  channels.  The  want  of  success  of 
pancreatic  extracts  in  mitigating  a  diabetic  condi- 
tion might  be  due  to  digestive  powers  of  the  juice 
cells  destroying  an  anti-diabetic  substance  of  the 
islet-cells.  Dr.  F.  C.  Bunting  determined  to  avoid 
this  possibility  by  preparing  extracts  made  from  the 
pancreas  after  its  tryf>sin-yielding  cells  had  been 
selectively  brought  to  atrophy  by  ligation  of  the 
gland  ducts. 

Value  of  Team  Work. 

"  He  and  Mr.  Best,  who  joined  him,  overcoming 
formidable  difficulties  of  technique,  succeeded  in 
preparing  the  required  material  and  in  examining 
the  efTect  of  extract  ujxvn  diabetic  depancreated 
dogs.  They  found  the  sugar  fall  both  in  the  blood 
and  urine,  and  the  animals,  instead  of  dying  in 
three  weeks,  remained,  while  treated,  in  excellent 
condition.     The  further  prosecution   of  the   work 


subsequently  engaged  other  collaborators — Collip, 
Hepburn,  Latchford,  Macleod,  and  Noble.  .  .  . 
With  team  work,  advance  has  proceeded  relatively 
quickly,  and  successful  extracts  are  now  obtained 
from  ordinary  ox,  sheep,  and  swine  pancreas. 

"  Of  much  physiological  interest  is  the  fact  that 
the  active  principle  in  the  extract  seems  one  nor- 
mally controlling  the  blood-sugar  in  health ;  its 
injection  rapidly  lessens  the  blood-sugar  in  normal 
animals.  The  extract,  added  to  a  simple  perfusion 
fluid  containing  a  little  glucose  and  streamed 
through  the  isolated  rabbit  heart,  increases  three 
or  fourfold  the  heart's  uptake  of  sugar  from  the 
fluid.  The  extract  sometimes  evokes  serious  ner- 
vous disturbances  seemingly  associated  with  ex- 
treme fall  in  the  amount  of  the  blood-sugar. 
Administered  to  diabetic  depancreated  animals,  the 
extract  brings  reappearance  of  the  liver's  glycogen 
store,  while  bringing  down  the  sugar  excess  in  the 
blood  and  the  excretion  of  sugar  and  acetone  in  the 
urine ;  and  it  enables  the  diabetic  organism  to  con- 
sume sugar.  It  also  lessens  or  prevents  hyper- 
glycaemia  produced  in  animals  in  several  other 
ways. 

"  Gratifying  success  has  already  attended  the 
use  of  this  extract  in  the  relief  of  diabetic  patients ; 
much  further  research  is,  however,  yet  needed  for 
development  of  the  methods  of  extraction  and  of 
the  routine  use  of  the  active  principle.  The  im- 
portant physiological  advance  thus  just  reached 
comes  as  a  fit  reward  to  those  who  have  achieved 
it." 

COLOURED    POISONS. 

"  The  colouring  of  poisons  would  not  only  pre- 
vent accidents,  but  would  assist  in  the  detection  and 
prevention  of  crime,"  said  Dr.  H.  T.  de  Mouilpied 
of  the  British  Dyestuffs  Corporation,  when  dis- 
cussing the  possibilities  of  the  experiments  now 
being  carried  out  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  experiments  now  in  progress  are  to  test  the 
feasibility  of  the  proposal  made  by  several  High 
Court  judges  that  poisons  should  be  given  distinc* 
tive  colours. 

If  carried  into  effect  a  good  many  "  accidents  " 
might  be  prevented. 

None  know  better  than  trained  nurses  the 
danger  of  mistakes,  which  may  be  fatal,  when 
colourless  poisonous  solutions  are  used. 


SCOTTISH  NURSES'  CLUB. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Health  Visitors' 
Association  and  Scottish  Nurses'  Club,  a  lecture 
vriU  be  given  at  the  Club,  203,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow, 
on  Friday,  December  8th,  at  7.30  p.m.,  by  Dr. 
J.  Ferguson  Smith,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  on  "  Diseases 
of  the  Skin."  A  collection  will  be  taken  at  the 
close  of  the  meeting. 

Great  regret  is  felt  amongst  Glasgow  nurses  that 
the  popular  Secretary,  Miss  M.  R.  Stewart,  was 
not  elected  on  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Scotland. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

We  invite  Reg-istered  Nurses  to  study  the 
Important  Notice  on  page  378  of  this  issue.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  a  fresh  election  is  pending-, 
we  invite  our  readers  to  study,  and  preserve 
for  reference,  the  information  on  our  back 
Cover  Pagie. 

According  to  the  Poor  La/w  Officers' 
Journal: — 

"  The  Wirral  Guardians,  in  reply  to  a  letter 
received  from  the  West  Derby  Union  on  the 
question  of  affiliation  with  another  institution 
for  the  training  of  probationer  nurses,  have 
decided  to  send  a  reply  stating  '  that  proba- 
tioners, after  receiving  two  years'  training  at 
Wirral,  would  pass  on  to  one  of  the  West 
Derby  Institutions  to  complete  their  training. 
Probationers  would  be  received  at  an  earlier 
age  than  at  present,  and  it  would  be  under- 
stood that  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  the  two  years'  train- 
ing in  Wirral  Union  would  count  as  only  one 
year  for  the  purpose  of  certificate.'  " 

Everywhere,  with  the  exception  of  a  negli- 
gible quantity,  Poor  Law  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians appear  anxious  to  adopt  the  standard 
of  the  Syllabus  of  Training  drafted  by  the 
G.N.C.  One  thing  is  very  certain,  that  if 
they  do  not  train  up  to  it,  intelligent,  well- 
educated  girls  will  not  enter  Poor  Law  Hos- 
pitals for  training.     The  choice  is  quite  simple. 

We  note  that  up-to-date  paper.  Time  and 
Time,  has  an  illuminating  "par"  on  the 
G.N.C.  Election.  It  has  the  gist  of  the  matter 
all  right.     It  points  out : — 

"  Some  thirty-four  candidates  are  standing 
for  election,  and  in  view  of  the  dissensions  in 
the  nursing  world  it  is  not  surprising  to  find 
that  fourteen  of  these  are  put  forward  by  a 
Joint  Committee  representing  the  College  of 
Nursing,  the  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons, 
and  the  Poor  Law  Matrons'  Association, 
whilst  fourteen  stand  as  independent  candi- 
dates. The  independent  candidates  believe 
that  the  battle  for  State  Registration  of 
Nurses,  the  echoes  of  which  have  not  yet  died 
away,  was  fundamentally  an  economic  one. 
It  centred,  so  they  consider,  round  the  two 
alternatives  of  the  subjugation  of  nurses  as  an 
unorganised  class,  whose  labour  could  be  pro- 
vided cheap ;  or  a  strong"  profession  developing 
along"  the  lines  of  self-determination  and  self 
government ;  they  believe  further  that,  in  spite 
of   registration,    this  battle   has  not  yet  been 


con^pletely  won,  and  that  the  same  issue  will 
be  before  the  electorate  when  they  record  their 
votes  during  the  course  of  this  week. ' ' 

Sir  Norman  Moore,   Bt.,  has  passed  away 
aged  75,  full  of  years  and  honours.     A  past 
physician  at  St.   Bartholomew's  Hospital  and 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
Sir  Norman  was  a  very  interesting  companion 
to  those   who   knew   their   sixteenth   century, 
and  his  "  History  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital "  is  possessed  by  many  a  Bart. 's  nurse. 
'  *  Proctor  ' '   Moore  lived  within  the  precincts 
of    the    hospital    w^hen    we    were    appointed 
Matron,  and  in  those  far-off  days  in  which  the 
Nursing   School   was  organised  on   the  three 
years'   term  of  training,  and  better  teaching 
invited,  we  found  Dr.  Norman  Moore  a  very 
determined  obstructionist  to  higher  education 
for  nurses.     We  had  several  tussltsi  with  him 
from    time    to    time,    the   chief    difference    of 
opinion  being  his  objection  to  the  Matron  and 
Superintendent  of  Nursing  taking  part  in  the 
examination   in   practical   nursing  of  the  pro- 
bationers, of  which  be  knew  nothing.     This 
matter,    so   all-important'    was   submitted    to 
the  Treasurer  and  Almoners,  and  our  conten- 
tion that  unless,   as  Superintendent  of  Nurs^ 
ing,   we  could   satisfy  ourselves  that  a  nurse 
was  practically  proficient,  we  had  no  right  to 
sign  a  Certificate  that  she  had  proved  herself 
to  be  so,  won  the  day. 

Alas  !  we  believe  this  decision  was  reversed 
upon  our  retirement. 

Once  a  young  medical  Lecturer  asked  Dr. 
Moore,  as  he  then  was,  "  What  he  taught  the 
Nurses?  "  and  was  a  little  taken  aback  by 
the  quite  honeist  reply,  "  Just  as  little  as  I 
possibly  can  "  ! 

How  he  would  have  enjoyed  the  whittling 
down  of  the  Syllabus  of  Training  by  the 
G.N.C.  and  the  constant  reiteration  of  the 
medical  members  of  the  word  "elementary  " 
in  connection  with  the  teaching  of  nurses ! 
After  all,  we  have  not  travelled  very  far  in  the 
past  thirty  years  to  judge  from  the  denial  of 
self-determination  for  nurses  by  many  men 
who  profess  to  teach  "  nursing  "  ! 

We  note  that  the  Lincolnshire  Nursing 
Association  continues  to  train  young  women 
for  one  year  for  District  Nursing,  and  that 
public  money  is  expended  for  such  "  training." 
These  young-  women  will  not  be  eligible  for 
registration,  and  it  is  most  unfair  to  exploit 
their  work  and  lives  and  then  leave  them  hig'h 
and  dry.  The  new  Minister  of  Health  should 
look  into  these  conditions. 
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LEAGUE    NEWS. 

ST.    BARTHOLOMEW'S     HOSPITAL 
NURSE5  LEAGUE. 

The  winter  General  Meeting  of  the  League  of 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Nurses  was  held  in 
the  Clinical  Theatre,  on  Saturday,  December  2nd, 
the  President,  Miss  Helen  Todd,  being  in  the 
Chair. 

Arising  out  of  the  minutes,  the  President  said 
that  Miss  Baines  was  still  open  to  receive  offers 
of  hospitality  for  guests  during  the  Commemora- 
tion of  the  Hospital's  Sooth  Anniversary  from 
members  of  the  League. 

On  the  proposition  of  the  Chairman,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  send  a  vote  of  condolence 
to  Lady  Norman  Moore  on  the  death  of  Sir  Norman 
Moore,  who  at  one  time  had  been  closely  associated 
with  the  nursing  staff  both  as  lecturer  to  them 
and  physician  in  charge  of  their  health. 

It  was  also  agreed  to  write  to  Miss  Mabel 
Sleigh  and  express  the  great  regret  of  the  League 
at  the  dangerous  illness  of  her  sister  (known  to 
many  Bart.'s  Nurses  as  formerly  Sister  President). 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Cross  expressing 
sincere  appreciation  of  the  expression  of  sympathy 
sent  to  him  by  the  League  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  who  was  Clerk  to  the  Governors  for  so 
many  years.  His  father  had  a  deep  affection  for 
the  hospital,  and  was  jealous  of  the  interests  of 
its  nurses. 

The  next  business  on  the  Agenda  was  the 
appointment  of  a  Sub-Editor.  The  President  said 
that  this  was  really  the  province  of  the  Executive, 
and  Sister  Mary  (Miss  Kennedy)  and  Sister 
Casualty  (Miss  Duke)  had  kindly  consented  to  act 
conjointly,  and  were  already  doing  so. 

Mrs.  Hayward  then  proposed  that  the  League 
should  make  a  definite  present  to  the  Hospital  on 
the  occasion  of  its  800th  anniversary.  Children 
were  accustomed  to  make  presents  to  their  parents 
on  their  birthdays,  and  she  thought  many  members 
of  the  League  regarded  the  Hospital  in  that  light, 
and  if  they  were  circularised  she  thought  many 
would  be  willing  to  give  or  collect  money.  It 
might  be  devoted  to  the  new  Nurses'  Home ; 
gifts  of  Hnen  might  be  made,  or  furnishing  of  some 
part  be  undertaken,  or  a  gift  of  money  might  be 
presented. 

The  President  thought  the  idea  a  good  one,  and 
invited  opinions  upon  it. 

Lady  Baddeley  did  not  think  the  Needlework 
Guild  would  want  linen  to  be  given,  unless  the 
money  to  purchase  it  were  sent  to  the  GuUd.  She 
suggested  that  the  money  subscribed  should  be 
used  for  the  patients  and  given  to  the  Steward  for 
the  Samaritan  Fund,  or  to  provide  clothing  for 
patients. 

Mrs.  Walter  Spencer  did  not  consider  the 
suggestions  made  satisfactory.  Whatever  was 
decided  upon  should  be  of  a  permanent  character. 
The  League  had  already  done  a  great  deal  in 
connection  with  the  Home ;  perhaps  a  sum  of 
money  could  be  raised  to  found  a  bed. 

The  President  thought  perhaps  a  field  could  be 
obtained  for  nurses'  recreation. 


Mrs.  Lancelot  Andrews  favoured  the  idea  of  a 
bed  or  cot,  and  Miss  ViUiers  and  Miss  Watt  having 
spoken,  it  was  agreed  to  ask  Mrs.  Ha3rward  to 
form  a  small  Committee  to  draw  up  a  circular 
inviting  members  of  the  League  to  raise  the 
money  to  endow  a  bed  or  a  cot. 

A  suggestion  made  by  Mrs.  Walter  Spencer 
was  received  with  acclamation,  that  instead  of 
having  tea  after  the  Summer  Meeting,  the  League 
should  have  a  dinner,  at  which  there  might  be 
guests  of  honour,  such  as  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
who  had  won  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  and 
Lady  Baddeley,  and  to  which  members  could 
invite  guests. 

The  business  meeting  then  concluded,  and  Dr. 
Justina  Wilson  gave  a  most  interesting  and 
illuminating  address  on  Physio-therapy  in  Cardiac 
Conditions,  showing  how  by  means  of  the  electro- 
cardiograph and  modem  scientific  inventions 
conditions  could  be  ascertained  with  precision, 
and  decisions  arrived  at  as  to  whether  they  were 
grave  or  otherwise,  which  could  not  be  accurately 
diagnosed  in  any  other  way. 

After  the  lecture  the  members  adjourned  to  the 
Great  Hall,  where  tea  was  served  at  small  tables, 
and  charming  music  provided  by  members  of  the 
Nursing  Staff. 

LEED5     GENERAL     INFIRMARY. 


A  past  and  present  Nurses'  League  is  in  forma- 
tion. The  addresses  of  many  old  nurses  are  un- 
known, therefore,  any  who'  are  interested  and 
would  hke  to  join  are  asked  to  write  to  the  Secre- 
tary, The  Nurses'  League,  The  General  Infirmary, 
Leeds  ;  and  also  to  give  the  addresses  of  other 
old  Leeds  nurses  whom  they  know.  An  annual 
subscription  of  half-a-crown  has  been  suggested. 
More  particulars  will  be  given  on  application. 

The  present  nurses  of  the  Leeds  General  Infirm- 
ary are  now  working  for  a  bazaar,  which  they 
propose  to  hold  in  April  to  help  to  raise  the  funds 
of  the  hospital  with  the  object  of  building  a  much- 
needed  extension  of  the  Nurses'  Home.  The 
present  accommodation  is  inadequate  and  greatly 
interferes  with  the  comfort  of  the  staff.  Will  old 
nurses  kindly  help  the  present  and  future  nurses 
of  their  training  school  ? 

Gifts  or  donations,  however  small,^wiU^be 
greatly  appreciated. 

■  ■      ■ 

HONOURS   FOR    NURSES. 


Miss  Edith  Mawe,  now  a  resident  in  Bourne- 
mouth, was  decorated  last  week  in  London  with 
a  medal  from  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  ''  Les 
Palmes  en  or  de  I'ordre  de  la  Couronne,"  for 
distinguished  nursing  services  to  the  wounded 
Belgian  soldiers  during  the  war.  This  beautiful 
decoration  is  of  the  highest  order,  giving  distinction 
to  the  recipient.  Miss  Mawe  also  carries  a  medal 
from  the  Queen  of  the  Belgians  with  the  Red  Cross, 
"  La  Medaille  de  la  Reine  EHsabeth  avec  Croix 
Rouge,"  for  her  devoted  nursing  services  to  the 
sick  and  wounded  Belgian  soldiers. 
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Ropal  Charter. 


THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE    OFFICIAL   ORGAN    OF   THE  CORPORATION. 


SALE  OF  WORK 


As  we  go  to  press  we  are  making  the  last  arrange- 
ments for  holding  our  Sale  of  Work  on  the  7th  inst., 
and  most  sincerely  do  we  thank  all  who  have 
sent  gifts  for  it.  It  is  worth  all  the  trouble  of 
organising  the  sale  to  find  how  great  is  the  goodwill 
which  exists  in  the  hearts  of  the  younger  nurses 
towards  those,  many  of  them  fraU  and  aged  now, 
who,  in  the  days  when  the  Settlement  was  founded, 
took  a  share  in  helping  all  the  schemes  which 
their  Association  found  it  good  to  undertake. 
Scarcely  a  parcel  of  gifts  arrives  unaccompanied 
by  the  expression  of  a  wish  that  they  might  have 
been  a  hundred  times  more  valuable,  although 
often  the  cost  of  the  materials  themselves  must 
have  been  considerable  ;  the  kindness  and  thought 
of  the  working  members  of  the  Association,  for 
those  who  entered  it  in  its  pioneer  days,  brings  a 
wonderful  sense  of  refreshment  into  the  atmosphere 
of  poUtical  turmoil  upon  which  the  Association 
must  enter  at  the  present  time  in  order  to  fight 
for  the  protection  and  progress  of  the  younger 
nurses.  But  while  those  younger  members  are, 
by  their  generosity  and  kindness,  saying  "  hats 
off  "  to  founder  members,  we  must  not  forget  to 
acknowledge  the  generosity  and  esprit  de  corps  of 
the  latter.  They  have,  by  no  means,  sat  with  idle 
fingers,  saying,  "  I  helped  to  buy  the  Home. 
Now  you  may  carry  on."  But,  across  the  years, 
old  and  young  join  hands  again  in  one  of  their 
works  of  benevolence.  Into  dainty  gifts  of  silk 
and  lace,  or  with  busy  knitting-needles,  lifted  in 
rare  hours  of  leisure,  has  been  woven  the  wonderful 
spiritual  thread  of  that  greatest  of  all  things — 
love.  And,  when  we  think  of  this  holy  thing, 
rooted  first  in  our  earth,  in  its  unselfish  purity, 
two  thousand  years  ago,  our  thanks  to  the  nurses 
seem  strangely  inadequate. 

There  are  members — ^many  of  whom  we  know — 
who  see  visions  and  dream  dreams  of  the  future 
of  their  Association,  and  we  venture  to  say  that 
not  the  least  of  its  traditions  will  be  those  connected 
with  its  benevolent  work.  For,  in  days  of  pros- 
perity and  of  adversity,  through  good  report  and 
ill,  and  throughout  all  the  long  work  of  organisation 
which  has  been  made  so  needlessly  slow,  difficult 
and  costly,  the  members  of  the  Association  have 
never  set  aside,  even  for  a  season,  its  benevolent 


schemes,  which  have  been  organised  and  main- 
tained not  by  public  appeals  for  charity  but  by 
the  co-operation,  generosity  and  splendid  indepen- 
dent spirit  of  the  members  themselves.  We  cannot 
express  too  warmly  our  admiration  for  those 
nurses  who,  by  joining  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  or  one  of  the  Societies  organised  by 
the  nurses,  have  entered  vafiantly  the  ranks  of  the 
pathfinders,  and,  having  set  out  on  these  glorious 
and  rocky  steeps,  can  still  find  time  to  stretch  a 
helping  hand  to  those  who  have  grown  grey  on 
the  road  whereby  we  seek  to  lead  our  profession 
to  the  heights. 

In  this  spirit  do  we  co-operate  in  the  work  of 
making  our  Home  for  the  Aged  Nurses  beautiful. 
Recently,  when  in  communication  with  the 
architect,  we  were  glad  to  hear  that  the  cost  of 
repairs  and  the  proposed  improvements  is  likely 
to  be  considerably  less  than  we  had  led  him  to 
believe  when  he  was  first  instructed  to  examine 
the  house.  Members  will  be  pleased  to  know 
that  he  remarked  that  their  house  at  Clapton 
Square  is,  in  his  opinion,  a  very  valuable  property 
because  he  finds  it  to  be  most  substantially  built, 
and,  except  for  superficial  repairs  required,  it  is 
in  very  good  condition  indeed.  Nevertheless,  we 
hope  that  our  members  will  not  relax  their  efforts 
to  help,  as  the  more  money  we  get  the  nicer  we 
can  make  the  home,  while  we  have  opportunity 
before  its  reoccupation.  By  the  time  that  the 
Journal  reaches  the  members,  H.R.H.  the  Presi- 
dent will  have  declared  the  sale  open,  but  we 
propose  to  continue  it  on  Friday,  the  8th  inst.  ; 
and  we  hope  that  those  nurses  who  are  unable  to 
attend  on  the  opening  day  will  make  a  point  of 
coming  between  one  and  seven  o'clock  on  Friday, 
the  8th  inst. 


ANOTHER  SPLENDID  GIFT  FOR  THEJ  CLUB. 

We  have  received  many  gifts  for  the  R.B.N. A 
Club  from  time  to  time,  but  there  is  one  to  report 
this  week  which,  we  think,  merits  special  notice. 
It  has  been  given  by  Mrs.  Kerr,  who  is  well  known 
to  many  of  the  members  in  London.  In  her  early 
years  she  was  one  of  Lord  Lister's  nurses,  and 
when  she  comes  to  the  Club  it  is  usual  to  find 
a  group  of  the  younger  members  about  her  while 
she    relates    stories    of    the    days    when    modern 
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nursing  was  in  its  infancy.  At  that  time  it  was 
customary  to  make  to  nurses  a  certain  allowance 
for  beer,  and,  week  by  week,  Mrs.  Kerr  set  this 
aside,  and,  on  retiring  from  nursing  work  at  an 
advanced  age,  bought  a  fine  telescope,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  beer  she  did  not  have,  and  started 
the  study  of  astronomy.  Perhaps  this  study  has 
been  one  of  the  factors  in  keeping  her  so  broad- 
minded  and  kindly  in  her  feeUng  towards  others. 
"  You  never  hear  her  grouse,"  say  the  younger 
nurses.  Often  when  she  drops  in  at  the  Club, 
she  is  the  object  of  much  good-natured  banter, 
but  we  are  bound  to  say  that  it  is  usually  the 
younger  members  who  come  off  second  best  in  any 
battle  of  wit.  Anyhow  she  yields  to  none  in  the 
adventures  incident  to  a  nurse's  life.  What 
matters  it  if  one  may  boast  of  long  rides  in  a 
luxurious  motor  car  when  at  her  last  case  ?  Why, 
Mrs.  Kerr  rode  in  Lord  Dalhousie's  carriage  in  her 
youth,  and  this  proud  Scotchwoman  would  not 
give  up  the  memory  of  that  experience  to  ride 
in  a  State  procession  in  England  !  Nurses  may 
do  a  lot  now  in  Parliamentary  campaigns,  but  on 
the  strength  of  knowledge  attained  she  has  corres- 
ponded with  the  great  Sir  Robert  BaU  and  shaken 
hands  with  the  present  Astronomer  Royal  when  he 
lectured  before  the  Association  !  But  this  teles- 
cope, now  gifted  to  the  R.B.N.A.,  has  been  the 
close  friend  of  her  declining  years — the  best,  the 
most  loved  of  all  her  possessions — and  when  we 
reckon  what  it  has  cost  the  giver  to  part  with  it, 
we  feel  that  words  lose  their  meaning  somewhat 
when  we  try  to  express  our  thanks.  Anyhow, 
Mrs.  Kerr  can  rest  assured  that  it  will  be  guarded 
as  a  treasured  possession,  and  we  like  the  goodwill 
and  gratitude  that  has  caused  her  to  say  that  she 
wished  the  working  nurses  to  have  it  as  a  memento 
of  the  happy  years  she  spent  in  the  Settlement 
Home. 

Mrs.  Kerr  has  promised  to  come  one  evening  to 
show  us  how  to  put  the  pieces  of  the  telescope 
together  on  the  drawing-room  balcony,  and  to 
give  us  a  fireside  lecture  on  astronomy.  It  is 
proposed  that  she  should  be  the  guest  of  the 
•  Association  at  dinner  on  that  evening,  and  any 
members  who  wish  to  attend  should  notify  the 
Secretary  of  their  intention,  as  notice  of  the  date 
of  the  demonstration  must  be  given  by  telephone 
or  telegram  when  the  stars  in  their  courses  are 
found  to  be  favourable  to  astronomical  research 
and  the  clouds  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 


NEW    YEAR'S    EVE. 

Recently,  round  the  drawing-room  fire,  the 
members  in  residence  expressed  the  opinion  that 
we  should  have  some  special  plans  for  the  last  day 
of  the  year,  and  then  proceeded  to  consider  what 
kind  of  festivity  they  felt  would  be  the  best.  It 
was  agreed  that  we  should  have  a  party  for  the 
early  members  of  the  Association  and  for  any  of 
the  nurses  belonging  to  the  Trained  Nurses' 
Annuity  Fund  who  may  care  to  come.  We  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  from  any  members  who  will  help 
us  in  this  matter  by  sending  a  subscription  (not  to 


exceed  one  shilling)  towards  expenses,  by  coming 
to  act  as  hostesses  or  by  helping  to  arrange  a  short 
musical  programme. 

OBITUARY. 

A  gentle  presence  has  gone  from  out  the  ranks 
of  the  Association  by  the  passing  of  Sister  Mary 
Peter  of  the  Little  Company  of  Mary.  Sister 
Mary,  who  held  a  three  years'  certificate  of  training, 
did  wonderful  work  during  the  war,  in  France  and 
Belgium,  for  which  she  received  recognition  and 
thanks  from  the  French  Government.  From  191 8 
until  shortly  before  her  death  she  worked  in  St. 
Raphael's  Hospital,  Edinburgh  (which  is  under 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions),  where  she  was  greatly 
beloved.  Many  little  incidents  are  related  of  her 
wonderful  kindness  to  the  broken  and  dying  men 
there.  In  the  voluminous  pocket  of  her  nun's 
dress  she  would  carry  a  rosary  for  the  dying  and 
many  little  things  that  from  time  to  time  might 
help  to  give  pleasure  or  relief  to  those  who  were 
suffering.  She  was  awarded  the  A.R.R.C,  of 
which  she  was  very  proud. 

Sister  Mary  Peter  was  a  most  loyal  and  interested 
member  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
and  from  the  quiet  and  sanctity  of  her  Religious 
Order  watched  with  keenest  interest  its  efforts  to 
stand  for  the  right.  Many  were  the  prayers  which 
this  gentle  little  Sister  of  Mercy  offered  that  the 
Association  might  be  given  strength  and  power  for 
its  mission.  She  passed  away  at  Urham  College 
after  a  very  short  illness,  having  gone  up  to  nurse 
the  students  there  during  an  epidemic. 


DONATIONS. 

General  Purposes  Fund. 
Misses  Clarke,  Lancaster,  £1  is.  ;  Miss  Billett, 
Mrs.  Cooper,  ;^i  ;  Misses  Jordan,  Shepherd,  los.  ; 
Miss  Mawe,  8s.  ;  Miss  TurnbuU,  7s.  6d.  ;  Misses 
Le  Geyt,  Rothkugel,  Whittaker,  Young,  and  Mrs. 
Sherliker,  5s.  ;  Miss  Bissell,  4s.  ;  Misses  Burgin, 
Carew,  De  Vine,  Phillips,  Bennett,  Whitford, 
Hart,  and  "  Anon.,"  2s.  6d.  ;  Mrs.  Simpson,  2s.  ; 
Misses  Huggins,  Mason,  is.  ;   and  Mrs.  Welch,  6d. 

Helena  Benevolent  Fund. 

Miss  Lancaster,  £2  2s.  ;  Misses  C.  A.  and  M. 
Little,  IDS.  ;  Mrs.  Robson,  Miss  Cooper,  5s.  ; 
Misses  Barton,  Bamford,  Bennett,  Munson,  Milford, 
and  Pocock,  2s.  6d.  ;  Misses  Mason,  PhUlips,  2s.  ; 
and  Misses  Bissell,  Halsall,  Holt,  Mrs.  Hurst, 
Melville,  Welch,  is. 

The  Club. 
Mrs.  Sherliker,  5s.  ;  and  Miss  Wiskin,  2S.  6d. 


INSTRUCTION  IN    PRACTICAL  PSYCHOLOGY. 

Miss  A.  M.  Hallam,  who  is  well  known  to  our 
members,  will  begin  a  course  of  Instruction  in 
Practical  Psychology  on  Tuesday,  December  12th, 
at  the  Central  Hall,  Westminster,  at  7.30  p.m.  It 
is  sure  to  arouse  much  interest. 
Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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THE    GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL 
ELECTION.    GENERAL  CONFUSION. 


minority  on  the   General  Nursing  Council  have 
had  to  fight  for  the  past  nine  months. 


We  are  not  surprised  that  nurses  with  the  best 
intentions  in  the  world  "  don't  know  where  they 
are  "  so  far  as  the  Election  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  is  concerned ;  and  that  very  general 
indignation  has  been  aroused  that,  although 
officially  announced  that  Registered  Nurses  would 
receive  their  Voting  Papers  "  by  the  ist  of 
December,"  none,  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  were 
received  before  the  and,  and  many  not  until  a 
later  date.  These  papers  have  then,  in  many 
instances,  to  be  forwarded  from  a  permanent 
address  to  the  nurse's  present  place  of  residence- — 
so  that  it  is  doubtful  if  they  will  be  received  in 
time  to  consider  and  return,  as  the  Registration 
Committee  and  Returning  Officer  only  allowed 
seven  days  for  this  important  Election  to  a  Statu- 
tory Body — far  too  short  a  time  for  so  migratory 
a  class  as  professional  nurses,  and  disfranchising 
every  registered  nurse  resident  outside  the  King- 
dom, even  in  the  Islands  and  in  Ireland. 

Then  the  nurses  were  promised  a  Secret  Ballot, 
and  are  warned  on  their  Voting  Papers  that, 
"  If  the  voter  places  any  mark  on  this  ballot 
paper  by  which  she  may  be  afterwards  identified, 
the  whole  ballot  paper  will  be  null  and  void  and 
will  not  be  counted,"  yet  on  the  back  sheet  appears 
the  notice — 

Number 


Ballot  Paper  I  for  General  Nurses. 
This  Ballot  Paper  must  be  folded  so   that  this 
number  is  shown. 

Naturally,  the  recipient  at  once  asks,  "  What 
number  ?"  No  explanation  is  given  on  the  sheet. 
Then,  of  course,  if  the  voter  places  her  registered 
number  or  the  mysterious  number  which  appears 
on  the  Identification  Envelope,  then  the  Ballot 
is  not  secret,  and  thousands  of  working  women 
hesitated  to  vote  according  to  conviction  for  fear 
of  economic  injury — as  their  employers,  through 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  the  Hospital 
Matrons'  Union,  had  selected  eleven  candidates 
and  by  numerous  printed  statements  had  practi- 
cally intimated  to  the  Registered  Nurses  who  they 
were  to  vote  for — and  unless  the  Ballot  was  secret, 
thousands  of  nurses  dare  not  disregard  these 
directions,  as  they  are  convinced  their  livehhood 
and  promotion  depends  upon  obedience. 

Knowing  as  we  do  the  part  played  by  the 
autocratic  Officers  of  the  College  in  their  deter- 
mination to  capture  and  control  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Governing  Body,  can  we  blame  these 
women  whose  power  to  earn  a  living  might  be 
jeopardised  by  voting  for  the  Independent  Candi- 
dates ?  Anyway,  they  are  convinced  they  will  be 
penalised  if  they  venture  to  exercise  their  right 
of  selection.  The  scandal  is  that,  by  requiring 
from  them  an  identification  number  on  the  Ballot 
Paper,  they  were  faced  with  one  more  evidence 
of  the  tricky  methods  of  management  of  the 
Registration      Committee,      against     which     the 


We  are  informed  by  the  Returning  Officer  that 
the  printing  on  the  back  of  the  Voting  Paper 
providing  for  a  nurse  to  insert  a  Number,  was 
placed  there  by  mistake,  and  no  notice  will  be 
taken  of  it  when  counting  the  votes.  That  may 
be,  but  this  deplorable  error  has  aroused  a  sense 
of  fear  in  the  minds  of  many  voters  who  were 
assured  the  Ballot  was  Secret,  and  has  no  doubt 
caused  them  not  to  vote,  or  to  vote  according  to 
the  directions  of  their  Matrons,  and  not  according 
to  their  convictions. 

Every  class  of  nurse  has  been  circularised  in 
connection  with  the  election. 

First,  a  group  of  ten  Matrons  have  addressed 
circulars  to  "State  Registered  Nurses,"  and  to 
"  College  Members  who  are  State  Registered 
Nurses  "  respectively,  urging  them  to  vote  for  the 
Joint  Committee's  candidates. 

The  letter  is  signed  by  Miss  E.  C.  Barton, 
Matron,  Chelsea  Infirmary  (Poor  Law  Nurses)  ; 
Miss  Margaret  Hogg,  Matron,  Guy's  Hospital, 
London ;  Miss  Corser-Brown,  Matron,  Royal 
Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  ;  Miss  Florence 
Cann,  Matron,  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital ; 
Miss  E.  Steele  Innes,  Matron,  General  Infirmary, 
Leeds  (Hospital  Nurses)  ;  Dame  Maud  McCarthy 
(Territorial  Army  Nurses),  Miss  A.  M.  Peterkin 
(Queen's  Nurses),  Miss  M.  S.  Rundle,  Secretary, 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  Also  Miss  Louisa  K. 
Bowden  and  Miss  Grace  Corder. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  senior  officers  in  insti- 
tutions should  carefully  avoid  coercing  the  nurses 
under  their  control. 

Next,  Dame  Sidney  Browne  has  been  busy 
urging  upon  Army  Nurses  "  the  extreme  import- 
ance of  exercising  their  votes  at  the  coming 
election  for  the  General  Nursing  Council,"  and 
needless  to  say  enclosing  the  list  of  College  can- 
didates. As  Dame  Sidney  is  not  a  State  Registered 
Nurse,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  what  ground 
she  has  for  interfering  with  those  who  are. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  then  appeals  to  St.  Thomas' 
Trained  Nurses  to  record  their  votes,  and,  of 
course,  the  College  list  is  the  one  which  should  be 
supported. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  issues  an  Address  in  support 
of  the  Joint  Committee's  candidates,  concluding  : 
"  I  earnestly  ask  you  to  consider  this  matter  very 
carefully,  and  to  record  your  Vote  without  fail  at 
the  forthcoming  elections  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council.  (Signed)  R.  Cox-Davies,  President," 
Coming  events  may  cast  their  shadows  before,  but 
at  present  Miss  Cox-Davies  does  not  hold  that 
position. 

Then  various  candidates  have  also  issued 
addresses  until  the  bewildered  electorate  wonder 
whether  the  election  is  so  free  and  open  as  aU 
these  ladies,  who  so  earnestly  impress  upon  them 
the  importance  of  voting  for  the  Matrons'  can- 
didates, would  have  them  beHeve. 
For  whom  shall  they  vote  ? 
The  women  who  won  the  Nurses'Registration  Act. 


December  9,  1922       zbc  Britisb  Soumal  of  IRurelng. 
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A    SOPHISTICAL    ADDRESS. 

We  publish  below  the  chief  items  in  the  Election 
Address  of  Miss  Cox-Davies,  Matron  of  the  Royal 
Free  Hospital,  in  connection  with  her  candidature  for 
election  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales : — 

Who  Does  Miss  Cox-Davies  Represent  ? 
Who  does  Miss  Cox-Davies  represent  ?    She  writes : — 

1.  Though  the  Joint  Committee,  set  up  by  three  of 
our  largest  nurses'  organisations  are  good  enough  to 
support  my  candidature,  I  am  in  no  sense  representing 
any  one  of  these  three  Associations.  I  have  always 
held  the  view  that  the  nurse  members  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council  are  there  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
the  interests  of  the  whole  profession,  and  not  to  repre- 
sent either  any  branch  of  nursing  work  or  section  of 
the  workers. 

N.B. — Miss  Cox-Davies'  name  is  put  forward  by  a 
Joint  Committee  formed  by  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  the  Hospital  Matrons'  Association  (practically 
the  Matrons  within  the  College  fold),  and  the  Poor  Law 
Matrons'  Association.  If  she  does  not  propose  to 
represent  them,  why  accept  nomination  by  them  ? 

The  Syllabus  of  Training. 
Concerning  the  Syllabus  of  Training  she  writes : — ■ 

2.  In  my  opinion  the  Syllabus  of  Training  is  a  model 
of  the  system  of  teaching  which  it  must  be  our  aim  to 
establish  in  every  training  school,  or  group  of  af&liated 
schools,  as  soon  as  the  conditions  of  the  hospitals  will 
enable  us  to  do  so.  To  endeavour  to  make  such  a 
Syllabus  compulsory  at  the  present  moment  would  be 
to  press  very  hardly  on  some  hospitals — and  there 
are  many — where  difficulties  of  finance,  a  nursing  staff 
under  strength,  and  lack  of  accommodation,  have  to 
be  dealt  with.  But  already  the  Syllabus,  which  a 
year  ago  was  criticised  and  by  many  thought  to  be  an 
impossible  standard,  is  being  gradually  brought  into 
force  in  the  hospitals,  and  finding  its  own  welcome 
place  in  our  nurse-training  schools.  It  is  for  us  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council  to  help,  encourage,  and 
build  up  our  nursing  profession,  rather  than  overweight 
with  drastic  changes  already  heavily  overburdened 
institutions,  and  thereby  run  the  risk  of  endangering 
the  well-being  of  the  sick. 

N.B. — Under  the  Nurses  Registration  Act,  1919, 
Registered  Nurses  have  the  right  to  a  "  prescribed 
training  "  in  an  institution  approved  by  the  Council. 

The  Nurse  Training  Schools  must  conform  to  the 
Act  and  give  their  pupils  not  as  much,  or  as  little,  as 
they  themselves  consider  desirable,  but  in  accordance 
with  a  scheme  defined  by  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
and  upon  which  candidates  will  be  examined  and 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  when  they  come 
up  for  the  State  Examination. 

The  Council  has  the  duty  enjoined  upon  it  of  defining  a 
Rule  in  relation  to  "prescribed  training"  for  the  approval 
of  the  Minister  of  Health.  It  is  not  an  optional 
matter  to  be  regulated  by  expediency,  and  it  is  futile 
for  a  member  of  the  Council  to  pretend  that  the 
Syllabus  is  a  model  of  a  system  of  teaching  to  be 
attained  at  some  future  time. 

Parliament  has  decreed  that  probationers  in  training 
have  a  right  to  a  Prescribed  Scheme,  and  any  pretence 
that  the  recognised  Schools  can  evade  it  if  they  choose 
is  flouting  the  provisions  of  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act.  Nursing  Schools  which  will  not  conform  to  the 
law  have  no  right  to  be  recognised  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  and  Miss  Cox-Davies'  policy  ignores 


the  right  of  the  probationers  in  pandering  to\the 
autocracy  of  the  Schools.  At  the  same  time  we  approve 
of  all  the  consultation  necessary  with  the  Mcinagers^of 
the  hospitals  so  that  the  first  Prescribed  Scheme  may 
not  impose  impossible  conditions. 

The  Compilation  of  the  Register. 
Concerning  the  record  of   certificates  on  the  State 
Register  Miss  Cox-Davies  writes  : — 

3.  Perhaps  no  subject  has  been  so  misunderstood, 
in  some  instances  wilfully  so,  as  the  action  taken  by  a 
section  (of  which  I  was  one)  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  regarding  the  actual  compilation  of  the 
Register.  We  are  all  apt  to  forget  that  the  prestige 
of  the  Register  Ues  in  the  future,  when,  as  a  result  of  a 
standardised  test,  nurses  will  qualify  to  find  their 
place  thereon.  To  endeavour  to  establish  the  prestige 
of  the  present-day  nurse,  by  emphasising  her  three 
years'  certificate,  can  only  be  to  the  disadvantage  of 
those  older  women  who  gained  the  best  diploma  possible 
at  the  time  they  trained.  Even  now  with  the  regula- 
tions for  admission  becoming  gradually  more  elastic, 
it  is  difficult  to  see  how,  if  any  standard  at  all  is  to 
be  maintained,  it  will  be  possible  to  avoid  disappointing 
some  who,  having  worked  for  many  years  as  practising 
nurses,  still  find  themselves  without  the  necessary 
qualifications  for  admission. 

N.B. — The  nominees  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
gave  no  opportunity  to  the  electorate  (as  the  Inde- 
pendent Candidates  did)  to  meet  them,  and  question 
them,  at  a  public  meeting.  Had  Miss  Cox-Davies 
done  so  there  is  no  point  on  which  she  would  have  been 
more  closely  cross-questioned  than  her  action  in 
attempting  to  deprive  Existing  and  Intermediate 
Nurses  who  possess  certificates  of  training,  of  the 
record  of  those  qualifications  on  the  State  Register. 

We  ask  now,  therefore,  did  she,  or  did  she  not,  place 
the  following  Resolution  on  the  Agenda  for  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  held  on  October  28th, 
1921  ? 

"  That  Nurses  whose  applications  for  registration 
comply  with  the  Rules  of  the  Council  be  registered 
simply  as  '  Existing  '  or  '  Intermediate  '  Nurses,  and 
that  the  word  '  trained  '  be  used  for  all  alike,  and 
that  the  word  '  certificated  '  be  reserved  until  such 
time  as  the  future  nurses  are  admitted  to  the  Register 
as  a  result  of  State  Examination." 

It  is  recorded  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  that 
she  did. 

It  is  further  recorded  in  the  Report  of  the  Regis- 
tration Committee  presented  to  the  Council  on  Novem- 
ber 1 8th,  that  Miss  Cox-Davies  opposed  a  Resolution 
proposed  by  Miss  Macdonald,  "  that  in  all  cases  where 
a  nurse  holds  a  certificate  of  training  this  shall  be 
recorded  in  the  qualification  column  of  the  State 
Register  to  be  issued  by  the  Council." 

Any  one  whose  judgment  was  so  at  fault  that  she 
did  not  realise  what  a  grave  economic  damage  she 
proposed  to  inflict  on  thousands  of  working  nurses, 
must  be  prepared  to  justify  her  action  to  the 
electorate  if  she  desires  to  be  entrusted  with  partici- 
pation in  the  serious  decisions  which  the  General 
Nursing  Council  is  called  upon  to  make. 

Apples  of  Discord. 
Miss  Cox-Davies  concludes  with  the  pious  hope 
that  if  re-elected  to  the  Council  she  will  see  our  pro- 
fession in  the  near  future  on  a  firm,  united,  peaceful 
basis.  If  her  hope  is  to  be  realised  we  suggest  to 
her  that  she  refrain  from  throwing  into  our  midst 
apples  of  discord  which  arouse  resentment  and 
indignation  amongst  certificated  nurses  from  one  end 
of  the  country  to  the  other. 
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NURSES'  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1919. 

The  following  notice  appears  in  the  London 
Gazette  of  Tuesday,  December  5  th  : — 

Whereas  by  Section  2  of  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act,  1919,  provision  is  made  for  the  formation  of 
a  register  of  nurses  for  the  sick  and  by  sub-section 
(i)  of  Section  8  of  the  said  Act  it  is  enacted  that 
any  person  who,  not  being  a  person  duly  registered 
under  that  Act,  at  any  time  after  the  expiration 
of  three  months  from  the  date  on  which  the 
Minister  of  Health  gives  public  notice  that  a 
register  of  nurses  has  been  compiled  under  the 
Act,  takes  or  uses  the  name  or  title  of  a  registered 
nurse  or  does  any  other  of  the  acts  referred  to  in 
paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  that  sub-section  shall 
be  liable  to  the  penalties  therein  mentioned  : 

Now,  therefore,  the  Minister  of  Health,  in 
pursuance  of  sub-section  (i)  of  Section  8  aforesaid, 
hereby  gives  public  notice  that  a  register  of  nurses 
has  been  compiled  under  the  said  Act. 

Given  under  the   Seal  of  Office  of  the 
Minister  of  Health,   this  fifth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-two. 
L.  G.  Brock, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


IMPORTANT     NOTICE. 

ELECTION    TO    BE    HELD    AFRESH. 

We  print  below  a  notice  received,  as  we  go  to 
Press,  from  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing 
Gjuncil  for  England  and  Wales  : — 

General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 

Wales. 

Election. 

Owing  to  a  failure  in  the  arrangements  made  for 
despatching  the  voting  papers,  which  affects 
nearly  1,000  voters,  the  Returning  Officer  is 
obliged  to  declare  that  the  present  election  must 
be  held  afresh  where  contests  are  involved. 

Three  candidates  have  been  returned  unopposed, 

Miss  Yapp,  representing  Provincial  Poor-Law 
Matrons. 

Mr.  Stratton,  representing  Male  Nurses  ;     and 

Miss  Vilhers,  representing  Fever  Nurses. 

For  the  remainder,  fresh  voting  papers  wiU  be 
issued,  of  which  notice  will  be  given  at  a  later  date. 

The  Returning  Officer  wishes  to  add  that  the 
staff  of  the  office  are  in  no  way  responsible  for  the 
error. 


We   may   add    that   our   Editorial   article   was 

written  before  this  notice  was  received.     Under 

the  circumstances  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  only 

possible  course  was  to  cancel  the  election,  and  we 

are  thankful  that  it  has  been  taken. 
■     •» 

MR.     DONALDSON   TAKES    LEGAL    ADVICE. 

Mr.  Robert  Donaldson,  of  8,  Hinde  Street, 
Manchester  Square,  W.,  has,  we  understand,  taken 
legal  advice  as  to  the  legality  of  the  election, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  all  candidates  have  not  been 
supplied  with  the  names  of  nurses  entitled  to 
vote  which  do  not  appear  in  the  printed  lists. 


GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL    FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

ELECTION    OF    REGISTERED    NURSES' 
REPRESENTATIVES. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  following  have 
been  elected  as  Members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Scotland.  The  number  of  votes  given 
for  each  candidate  is  set  opposite  the  candidate's 
name. 

White,    Margaret    M'Pherson,    26,    Castle 

Terrace,  Edinburgh       . .  . .  . .    1,316 

Gill,     Annie    Warren,     Royal    Infirmary, 

Edinburgh  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .     1,308 

Burleigh,  Kathleen  Lucretia,  Royal  Hos- 
pital for  Sick  Children,  Edinburgh     .  .     1,263 

Merchant,  Florence  Ada,  Stobhill  Hospital, 

Springburn,  Glasgow     . .  . .  .  .     1,174 

Donald,  Agnes  Boyd,  18,  Berkeley  Terrace, 

Glasgow    . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .     1,140 

Edmondson,    Elizabeth,    Royal   Infirmary, 

Aberdeen..  ..  ..  ..  ..    1,073 

Thomas,  Jane,  City  Hospital,  Edinburgh . .       979 

Davidson,  Isabel,  Mental  Hospital,  Bangour       847 

Eraser,  Nellie  Mary,  Gray's  Hospital,  Elgin       798 
The  following  candidates  were  unsuccessful : — 

Donaldson,  Mary  Steuart,  Royal  Infirmary, 

Glasgow   . .  . .  . .  . .  . .        728 

Stewart,     Margaret    Robertson,     Scottish 

Nurses'  Club,  203,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow       683 

Henderson,    Agnes,    62,    Langside   Road, 

Govanhill,  Glasgow        .  .  . .  .  .        513 

M'Ara,  Christina  HiUcoat,  6,  Crown  Terrace, 

Dowanhill,  Glasgow      .  .  .  .  .  .        479 

CowiE,     Jane    Carrick,     Royal    Alexandra 

Infirmary,  Paisley  .  .  . .  . .        469 

Hunter,  Mary,  Minerva,  Lenzie   . .  . .       432 

Haldane,     Janet    Eadie    Mitchell,     Fever 

Hospital,  Arbroath        . .  .  .  .  .        268 

Prentice,  Thomas,  Mental  Hospital,  Hart- 
wood,  Lanarkshire         . .  .  .  . .        218 

Maxwell,  Helen,  Public  Health  Hospital, 

Camelon,  Stirlingshire  . .  . .  . .        157 


The   total   number  of  persons   entitled   to 

vote  was  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..    2,237 

The  total  number  of  Voting  Papers  received 

was  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     1.764 

The  number  of  spoiled  papers  was  . .  23 

W.  S.  Farmer, 

Returning  Officer. 
13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh, 
December  2nd,   1922. 


The  Council  for  Scotland  is  entirely  composed 
of  the  College  nominees.  Not  one  Independent 
Candidate  has  been  elected.  All  are  Matrons,  with 
one  exception,  and  the  Male  Nurses  and  Male 
Mental  Nurses  are  excluded  from  representation. 
This,  we  should  imagine,  is  the  only  Governing 
Body  in  any  profession  where  the  men  are  entirely 
governed  by  its  women  members.  We  wonder 
how  they  will  Hke  it  I  Anyway,  it  is  not  fair,  and 
no  doubt  Male  Nurses  in  Scotland  will  move  in  the 
matter. 


December  9,  1922       ^hc  Brttieb  Joumal  of  IRurstna* 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

The  following  questions  appeared  on  the 
Question  Paper  (House  of  Commons),  on  Decem- 
ber 4th  : — 

Election  of  Representatives  of  Nurses 
ON  THE  General  Nursing  Council. 

Major  Bamett, — -To  ask  the  Minister  of  Labour,  as 
representing  the  Ministry  of  Health,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  rules  laid  down  for  the  election  of 
representatives  of  nurses  on  the  general  register 
provide  that  the  returning  officer  shah,  seven  days  at 
least  before  the  last  day  fixed  for  the  return  of  voting 
papers,  cause  a  voting  paper  to  be  forwarded  by  post 
to  each  person  qualified  to  take  part  in  the  election ; 
that  the  day  so  fixed  in  the  election  now  proceeding 
is  Friday,  December  8th;  and  that  at  12. (noon)  on 
Monday,  December  4th,  the  vottag  papers  for  at 
least  1,000  of  the  nurses  qualified  to  vote  had  not  yet 
been  sent  out ;  and  will  he  explaia  the  reason  for 
this.     [Wednesday,  December  dth.] 

Major  Bamett, — To  ask  the  Minister  of  Labour,  as 
representing  the  Minister  of  Health,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  election  now  pro- 
ceeding under  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  1919,  of 
sixteen  persons  to  be  members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  rules  laid  down  for  such  election  provide  that 
the  ballot  shall  be  secret ;  and  whether  he  will  say  for 
what  reason  the  ballot  papers  which  have  been  issued 
have  a  space  provided  on  the  back  thereof  for  an 
identification  number,  which  must  be  filled  in,  and 
which  will  enable  the  identity  of  every  voter  to  be 
ascertained  and  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  violated. 
^Wednesday,   December  6th.'] 

We  regret  we  go  to  press  before  the  replies  will 
be  available. 


Nurses,  and  especially  Scottish  nurses,  will  note 
with  satisfaction  that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
(Viscount  Novar)  has  temporarily  appointed 
Captain  W.  E.  Elliot,  M.C.,  M.P.  (Lanark),  to  be 
his  Parliamentary  private  secretary  (unpaid). 
Captain  EUiot  has  taken  pains  to  acquaint  himself 
with  the  nursing  question,  and  has  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  by  his  speeches  and  his  vote,  rendered 
valuable  services  to  the  Nursing  Profession  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Cumberland  County  Council's  Tuberculosis  Colony  at 
Englethwaite  Hall,  near  Carlisle. — 'Miss  Helen  Haddon 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Cumberland  Infirmary,  Carhsle,  and  has  been  Matron 
of  the  Binnington  Pensioners'  Hospital,  Stockport. 
ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Knowle      Mental      Hospital,     Fareham,      Hants. — 

Miss  Jessie  Andrews  has  been  appointed  Assistant 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Bermondsey  and 
Rotherhithe  Hospital,  and  has  been  Charge  Nurse  at 
Cane  Hill  Mental  Hospital,  and  Ward  Sister  at  Ber- 
mondsey and  Rotherhithe  Hospital. 

Royal  Hospital  for  Incurables,  Oonnybrook,  Dublin. — 
Miss  Annie  Butler  hjis  been  appointed  Assistant  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  Dublin,  and 
under  the  MetropoUtan  Asylums  Board,  London,  and 


has  been  Assistant  Matron,  Night  Matron  and  Charge 
Sister  in  Theatre  at  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  Dublin. 

NIGHT     SISTER. 

Selly  Oak  Hospital,  Birmingham. — Miss  Mabel  Agnes 
Fear  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.    She  was  trained 
at  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Bradford,  where  she  has  held 
the  position  of  Night  Sister  since  iqiq.  at^M 
SISTER  TUTOR. 

Salford  Union  Infirmary,  Pendleton,  nr.  Manchester. — 

Miss  Esther  Kate  Hayes  has  been  appointed  Tutor- 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  FuDiam  Infirmary, 
and  has  held  previous  appointments  :  T.F.N.S.  (1914- 
1920)  Staff  Nurse,  Sister,  Home  Sister,  Night  Sister, 
Theatre  Sister,  and  Acting-Matron,  Salonica. 
HEALTH     VISITOR. 

Tottenham  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. — 

Miss  E.  M.  Dunn  has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor. 
She  was  trained  at  Guy's  Hospital  for  three  years,  with 
four  months'  midwifery ;  and  has  had  experience  at 
the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Lord  Mayor 
Treloar's  Cripples'  Hospital,  Alton,  and  Health  Visitor 
at  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE 

FOR     NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Rose  A.  McKevitt  is  appointed  to    Sheffield  as 

Assistant  Superintendent ;    Miss  Josephine    Ainsworth 

to  Ashton-under-Lyne ;     Miss   Mary  A.    S.    Batty  to 

Maltby ;    Miss  Ellen  Breen  to  Stockton-on-Tees  ;    Miss 

Lucy  Brown  to  Maltby ;    Miss  Mary  A.   Conalty  to 

Fulham ;     Miss   Edith   E.    Diplock  to   Prestwich,    as 

Senior  Nurse  ;  Miss  Catherine  Donnelly  to  Wolsingham; 

Miss  Nellie  Hay  to  Lumley ;    Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Jones 

to  Charminster  ;   Miss  Agnes  McKnight  to  Prestwich ; 

Miss  Agnes  M.  Matthews  to  Godalming ;  Miss  Annie  J. 

Tate  to  Tinsley  ;   Miss  Elizabeth  Wolfe  to  Bamsley. 


THE    PASSING     BELL. 

We  deeply  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Miss  Fanny 
Sleigh,  known  for  years  as  Sister  President  at  Bart's. 
Miss  Sleigh,  who  died  at  her  residence,  i,  Bigwood 
Road,  N.W.,  on  December  3rd,  was  the  third  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Sleigh,  of  Liverpool. 

In  1 881,  on  our  appointment  as  Matron  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital,  Miss  Sleigh  had  been  a  Sister 
at  the  hospital  for  some  years,  and  was  one  of  the  little 
band  of  young  Sisters  in  comparison  with  those 
veterans  who  had  been  there  for  a  quarter-of-a-century. 
Fanny  Sleigh  was  temperamentally  a  typical  nurse, 
fundamentally  sympathetic  with  siiffering,  of  a  sweet 
gaiety,  gentle,  skilful,  artistic — what  we  recognise  as 
a  really  "  lovely  "  character.  She  possessed  a  faculty 
for  affection  that  penetrated  the  depths  of  her  being ; 
and,  indeed,  we  do  not  believe  she  could  have  existed 
without  power  of  expression  for  her  warm  love  of 
humanity.  Known  affectionately  as  "  Sister  Pressie," 
many  generations  of  probationers  came  under  her 
gentle  influence  in  the  fine  surgical  ward,  which  she 
ruled  with  such  kindly  sway.  She  retired  from  the 
hospital  at  the  age-limit  some  years  ago,  and  has  since 
lived  with  her  books,  her  loom,  her  magic  needle, 
surrounded  by  artistic  treasures,  and,  deeply  religious, 
has  now  passed  to  her  rest.  To  her  sister.  Miss  Mabel 
Sleigh,  trained  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and 
well  known  in  the  past  as  Sister  Lucas,  we  offer 
our  heartfelt  sympathy  at  the  loss  of  a  sister  so 
precious. 

As  we  go  to  press  a  memorial  service  is  being  held 
at  the  Church  of  St.  Bartholomew's  the  Less, 
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BOOK    OF    THE    WEEK. 


"DECEMBER    LOVE."* 

As  its  title  indicates,  this  new  novel  by  Mr. 
Robert  Hichens  is  devoted  to  the  subject  of  a 
woman  of  high  social  position  who,  unfortunately 
for  her,  was  temperamentally  unable,  as  far  as 
her  emotions  were  concerned,  to  adapt  or  control 
them  in  accord  with  her  advancing  years.  She 
had  been  a  famous  beauty  in  her  day,  exercising 
considerable  fascination  over  men,  which  fasci- 
nation had  been  by  no  means  spontaneous  or 
opposed  to  her  inclination,  but  rather  deliberate 
and  provocative. 

At  the  time  the  story  begins,  Lady  SeUing\vorth, 

a  woman  of  sixty,  twice  widowed,  had  for  the  past 

ten    years    lived    in    comparative    retirement    in 

Berkeley  Square,  had  renounced  beauty  doctors 

and  other  aids  to  juvenility,  and  was  a  dignified 

elderly  lady  who  still  retained  much  of  her  charm. 

Ten  years  before  she  had  suffered  her  last  love 

affair,    both    discreditable    and    ludicrous    for    a 

woman  of  her  years  and  position.     She  had  been 

blinded  by  her  insatiable  vanity,  badly  let  down, 

and  had  thrown  up  the  sponge.     Her  intimates, 

worthless    in    the    sense    of   their    being    entirely 

useless  and  without  soul,  were  mystified  at  her 

change  of  habit,  but  although  it  was  maliciously 

rumoured  that  it  was  due  to  another  love  affair 

of     "  Old    Adela,"     nothing    definite    had    ever 

transpired. 

The  tragedy  of  Adela  Sellingworth's  life  was 
that  she  could  not  appreciate  devotion  of  the  men 
of  her  own  generation,  or  she  would  have  rewarded 
Sir  Seymour  Portman's  undeviating  and  faithful 
love ;  but  her  desires  were  directed  to  men  many 
years  her  junior,  who,  although  they  paid  her 
court  for  her  undoubted  attractions,  naturally 
were  unaware  of  the  nature  of  her  regard  for  them, 
or,  if  they  became  so,  used  it  for  their  own  ends. 
The  secret  of  "  Old  Adela's  "  retirement  lay  in 
the  fact,  to  put  it  briefly,  that  she  had  ten  years 
before  followed  a  young  and  handsome  adventurer 
to  Paris,  where  he  had  relieved  her  of  jewels  to 
the  extent  of  ;^50,ooo.  The  shock  of  this  brought 
her  to  her  senses  for  the  time  being,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  opening  of  the  story  the  reader  finds 
her  making  a  brave  fight  against  her  youthful 
temperament  which,  at  times,  she  is  aware  still 
persists. 

She  is  thus  described  by  the  beautiful  and 
absolutely  unconventional  (to  use  a  mUd  term) 
American  girl,  Miss  Van  Tuyn  : — 

"  You  have  marvellous  old  women  in  London 
who  do  all  that  we  young  people  do  and  who  look 
astonishing.  Made  of  cast-iron,  they  seem.  They 
even  manage  to  be  fairly  attractive  to  young  men. 
They  are  living  marvels  and  I  take  off  my  toque 
to  them. 

"  But  Lady  Sellingworth,  quite  old,  ravaged,  de- 
vastated by  time  one  might  say,  who  goes  nowhere 
and  who  doesn't  even  play  bridge — she  beats  them 


all — I  love  her.  I  love  her  wrinkled  distinction, 
her  husky  voice,  her  careless  walk.  She  walks 
anyhow  like  a  woman  alone  on  a  country  road. 
She  doesn't  try  to  charm,  that's  partly  why  she 
succeeds,  being  as  God  made  her.  Do  you  know 
some  people  hate  her,  the  voung-old  women  of  her 
time.  She  is  their  contemporary  and  she  has  the 
impertmence  to  be  old.  They  can't  forgive  her 
for  it. 

From  the  above  remarks  it  will  be  seen  that 
Lady  Sellingworth  had  done  penance  for  her 
follies  very  thoroughly.  At  the  moment  Beryl 
van  Tuyn  was  devoted  to  her,  but  that  was  before 
that  amazing  person  had  began  to  attract  Alick 
Craven.  To  do  Lady  Sellingworth  justice,  Alick's 
subsequent  devotion  to  her  started  without  any 
conscious  effort  on  her  part,  but  the  chivalrous 
attentions  of  this  good-looking  young  man  in  the 
Foreign  Office  demonstrated  that  the  old  Adam 
was  only  sleeping  in  Adela,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  roused  up  once  more. 

Lady  Sellingworth,  however,  pulled  herself 
together  in  time,  and  she  made  good,  by  frankly 
owning  up  to  past  follies  and  thus  saving  Beryl 
from  a  disastrous  marriage  with  the  adventurer 
Arabian,  whom  she  recognised  as  the  man  whom 
her  incredible  vanity  had  caused  her  in  bygone 
years  to  follow  to  Paris  and  who  had  been  account- 
able for  the  stolen  jewels. 

In  the  end  Adela  decides  to  reward  Sir  Seymour's 
long  and  patient  devotion,  and  as  he  loved  her 
with  his  eyes  wide  open  upon  her  faults  and 
frailties  we  may  presume  they  had  some  years  of 
happiness  before  them. 

Mr.  Hichens  is  more  attractive  in  the  desert 
than  he  is  in  the  gay  world  of  London,  and  with 
the  exception  of  Craven  and  Sir  Seymour,  he  writes 
of  ignoble  and  frivolous  people  who  seem  hardly 
worth  the  pains  he  has  bestowed  upon  them  in 
this  long  closely-written  novel. 

Nevertheless  Lady  Sellingworth  makes  an  in- 
teresting study,  and  one  wonders  if  in  reality  hers 
is  a  unique  tragedy.  At  any  rate  we  hope  that 
It  IS  unusual.  h.  H. 


*  By  Robert  Hichens.     (Cassell  &  Co.), 


COMING    EVENTS. 

December  yth.—RoyaX  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Sale  of  V^ork  for  the  Settlement  Fund. 
Opened  by  Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Christian, 
12  noon.     194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W. 

December  yth.  —  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary. 
Nurses'  League  Reunion  Dinner.  Trades  House, 
Glasgow.  7.45  p.m.  Mrs.  Strong,  formerly 
Matron  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  wiU  preside. 
Guest  of  Honour,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick. 

December  Sth. — Scottish  Nurses'  Club.  Lecture 
on  "  Diseases  of  the  Skin,"  by  Dr.  J.  Ferguson 
Smith,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  203,  Bath  Street, 
Glasgow.     7.30  p.m. 

December  15th. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  V^ales  :  Monthly  Meeting,  Ministry 
of  Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.  i.     2.30  p.m. 
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LETTERS    TO    THE    EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

RECIPROCITY  ALL  ON  ONE  SIDE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  reply 
received  by  a  friend  from  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  in  answer  to  her  query  whether,  as  she 
was  a  Registered  Nurse,  she  could  be  placed  on 
the  College  Register  without  further  references 
being  taken  up. 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  does  not  apply 
the  same  tactics  to  its  own  register  that  by  Rule 
9  (a)  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  it  does  to  the 
State  Register.  In  its  own  opinion  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  is  of  greater  importance  than 
the  State  Register. 

Their  conditions  of  Registration,  2  (e),  gives 
them  away,  and,  of  course,  will  be  their  safeguard 
in  regard  to  Miss  Bremner's  membership  of  their 
council,  but  does  that  necessitate  her  being  placed 
on  the  State  Register  as  a  certificated  nurse  ? 
Yours  truly, 

Hilda  King,  Registered  Nurse. 
3,  De  Beauvoir  Road, 
Reading. 

[copy.] 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 

Dear  Madam, — I  enclose  an  application  form 

for  membership  of  the  College.     Will  you  kindly 

send   us  a  handwritten   or   typed   copy   of  your 

certificate  of  general  training  ? 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  are  a  Registered  Nurse, 
but  I  am  afraid  we  must  foUow  out  our  own 
methods  of  procedure  and  take  up  our  own  refer- 
ences, &c. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F,  A.  Sheldon,  Registrar. 

[It  will  be  noted  that  the  College  Registrar  does 
not  require  a  "  certified  "  copy  of  the  applicant's 
certificate,  and  presumably  that  is  the  reason  why 
the  word  "  certified  "  mysteriously  disappeared 
from  Rule  9  (a)  during  its  transit  from  the  General 
Nursing  Council  Meeting  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 
Had  it  been  retained," as  agreed,  members  of  the 
College  could  not  have  been  placed  on  the  State 
Register  as  secondhand  entrants  without  submitting 
first-hand  evidence  of  certification,  as  all  other 
members  of  the  profession  have  to  do. — Ed.1 

NOT  BAD  FOR  A  MAIDEN  EFFORT. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 

Dear  Madam, — May  I  congratulate  the  Regis- 
tered Nurses'  ParUamentary  Council  on  the  success 
of  its  maiden  effort  at  the  General  Election  ? 
Major  Barnett  (that  vahant  knight  who  is  always 
ready  to  put  lance  in  rest  for  nurses),  in,  with  an 
increased  majority  !    and  Mr.  Leonard  Lyle  (who 


championed  the  notorious  Rule  9  (a)  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  March  22nd,  1922),  out.  There 
is  reason  to  believe,  too,  that  other  candidates 
suffered  some  anxiety  over  the  nurses'  activities. 

The  profession  is  also  very  greatly  indebted  to 
the  Labour  Members.  On  the  historic  occasion 
when  the  scandal  of  Rule  9  (a)  was  before  the 
House,  but  for  the  fact  that  34  Labour  Members 
were  in  their  places,  there  is  very  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  House  would  have  been  counted 
out,  and  this  matter  would  never  have  become, 
as  it  has  now,  a  matter  of  history.  It  is  the 
custom  of  the  House  that  when  Government 
business  is  finished  at  11  p.m.,  unless  forty 
Members  are  present  (and  it  would  have  been  easy 
for  Sir  Alfred  Mond  to  have  withdrawn  all  his 
partisans),  no  business  is  carried  on.  With  34 
Labour  Members  in  their  places,  the  requisite 
number  of  40  was  assured. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  reasons  why  nurses  should 
be  grateful  to  the  Labour  Members.  Speaking 
personally,  we  have  never  once  appHed  to  them 
for  help  that  was  not  given,  and  given  freely. 

Next  time  we  will  be  better  prepared,  and  hope 
to  prove  to  all  Members  of  Parliament  that  many 
nurses  have  votes,  and  others  who  have  not  can 
influence  those  who  have. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
Professional  Union  oj  Trained  Nurses. 

GOOD    FACES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — Many  thanks  for  sheet  of 
portraits.  Makes  one  feel  proud  to  be  a  nurse  to 
see  such  good  faces. 

I  have  just  done  my  voting. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Edith  E.  Please, 
Victoria  Almshouses,   Reigate.  Sister. 

REPLIES    TO    CORRESPONDENTS. 

Complaints  have  reached  the  office  of  this 
Journal  that  the  time  allowed  by  the  Council — one 
week  only — in  which  to  receive  and  return  voting 
papers,  is  most  inadequate.  Voters  whose  per- 
manent addresses  in  the  Register  are  given  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland  will  probably  not  receive 
their  voting  papers  in  time  to  exercise  the  franchise 
and  nurses  abroad  are  entirely  disfranchised. 

[This  is  a  justifiable  complaint,  ^ne  week  is 
much  too  short  a  time  for  this  important  business. 
The  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  allowed 
four  weeks,  during  which  the  electors  could  record 
their  votes. — Ed.] 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION    QUESTIONS. 

December  i6th. — Describe  the  nursing  of  a  case 
of  smallpox.  What  are  the  special  dangers  and 
complications  ? 

December  2^rd. — Describe  some  common  dis- 
orders of  the  nervous  system  and  their  nursing  care 
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THe   Midw^ife- 


THE   MOTHBRCRAFT  TRAINING 
SOCIETY. 

^  "POUND    DAY." 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  November  29th,  the 
annual  "  Pound  Day  "  was  held  at  the  Mother- 
craft  Training  Society  at  Earl'sJ^  Court.  Un- 
fortunately, the  President,  H.R.H.  Princess 
Christian,  was  prevented  from  coming,  but  Prin- 
cess [Marie  Louise  very  kindly  came  instead 
and  received  jLthe^  gifts,  which  '^were  in  many 
cases  presented  by  babies  who  had  at  one  time 
been  patients,  though  their  appearance  on  Wed- 
nesday made  it  difficult  to  beheve  that  they  had 
ever  needed  treatment  at  a  Dietetic  Hospital. 

Lady  Galway,  the  Chairman,  welcomed  the 
Princess  and  thanked  her  very  much  for  her 
kindness  in  coming,  and  the  Princess,  in  replying, 
said  how  very  sorry  Princess  Christian  was  not  to 
have  been  able  to  fulfil  her  promise  to  come. 

The  other  members  of  the  Committee  present 
were  : — Lady  Allen,  the  Lady  Victoria  Braith- 
waite,  the  Lady  Dawson  of  Penn,  Lady  Mond, 
the  Lady  Sydenham  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jewesbury. 

There  was  a  splendid  attendance  of  friends  in- 
terested in  the  work,  and  after  the  wards  had  been 
visited  by  the  Princess  they  were  thrown  open  to 
all  who  wished  to  see  them,  either  before  or  after  tea. 

The  gifts  in  money  and  in  kind  were  most 
generous.  The  total  *money  received  amounted  to 
just  over  ;^ioo  (;^ioo  15s.  gd.),  and  the  value  of  the 
goods  received  amounted  to  just  over  ;£2o.  The 
afternoon  proved  in  every  way  a  most  successful 
one,  and  aU  connected  with  the  Hospital  are 
deeply  grateful  for  the  most  splendid  response 
made  to  this  special  appeal. 

MISS  RAMSDEN  MADE  A  LIFE  MEMBER 
OF  THE  ROTUNDA  LINEN  GUILD. 

The  Rotunda  Hospital  Linen  Guild  was  inaugu- 
rated on  December  ist  at  a  meeting  of  representa- 
tive Dublin  citizens.  Mr.  William  Plunkett  Cairns, 
who  was  in  the  chair,  said  the  financial  foundation 
of  the  Guild  was  a  contribution  of  £50  given  by 
Miss  Rams(^n  in  191 8,  to  be  held  in  trust  until 
the  Guild  was  formed — a  gift  warmly  appreciated 
by  the  Governors.  He  moved  that  Miss  Ramsden 
be  declared  a  Life  Member  of  the  Linen  Guild. 
The  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's  proposed 
the  formation  of  the  Guild,  pointing  out  the 
mutual  benefits  that  foUow  as  the  result  of  a  wider 
sympathy  with  the  practical  difficulties  of  keeping 
up  the  linen  supplies  of  a  large  maternity  hospital. 

Lady  Dockrell  seconded,  and  showed  the  value 
of  many  small  subscriptions  in  creating  a  wide 
circle  of  interest  and  increasing  the  sphere  of 
usefulness.     The  amount  already  collected  making 


a  total  of  ;^89,  exclusive  of  Miss  Ramsden's  gift. 

The  Rev.  Father  Hurley,  of  the  Pro-Cathedral, 
then  proposed  the  Ladies'  Committee,  with  Mrs. 
Gibbon  FitzGibbon  as  President,  seconded  by  Mr. 
A.  E.  Orr. 

The  Rotunda  Hospital  Nurses  may  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  success  of  their  united  effort  to  start 
the  Linen  Guild,  associated  as  it  is  with  the  well- 
known  name  of  Miss  Ramsden  as  its  first  Life 
Member. 

SCARED  BABIES. 

Miss  F.  Smith  writes  in  African  Tidings,  a  paper 
published  by  the  Universities  Mission  to  Central 
Africa,  on  the  subject  of  "  Scared  Babies  "  :  — 

Do  you  realise  in  England  how  very  much 
frightened  some  of  the  little  children  in  Africa  are 
when  they  see  a  white  man  or  woman  ? 

One  day  I  went  to  the  Women's  Hospital  and 
began  talking  to  the  patients,  when  suddenly  I 
heard  terrified  cries  and  turned  to  see  four  little 
babies  sitting  in  a  row,  with  their  hands  full  of 
porridge,  aU  staring  hard  at  me  and  howling,  for 
they  had  suddenly  stopped  in  the  middle  of  their 
eating  and  had  seen  me. 

Another  day  we  met  a  Uttle  girl,  who  put  on  a 
brave  air  and  greeted  us,  but  we  heard  terrific 
cries  from  a  bush  near,  and  on  inquiring  what  was 
the  matter,  we  were  told  a  younger  sister  had  seen 
us  and  was  hiding  there. 

A  short  time  ago  a  Uttle  boy  about  five  years  old 
was  brought  to  the  Dispensary  with  a  very  bad 
foot.  When  I  tried  to  give  him  medicine  to  drink, 
he  screamed  and  kicked  and  was  very  afraid. 
After  two  days  his  father  said  to  me,  "  Bibi,  I'd  Uke 
to  have  an  arrangement  with  you  ;  please,  will 
you  not  show  your  face  to  my  child  !  "  Of  course, 
I  was  obliged  to  explain  that  I  could  not  do  his 
dressing  if  I  did  not  use  my  face,  but  I  suggested 
that  they  had  better  hide  his  face  in  his  mother's 
carrying  cloth,  for  he  was  tied  on  her  back.  The 
father  thought  that  a  good  plan,  so  the  child  used 
to  come  with  his  face  all  hidden  up  and  only  his 
foot  showing.  By  degrees,  I  found  he  was  peeping 
just  over  the  cloth  through  his  fingers,  and  at  last 
one  day  I  had  a  very  great  surprise.  I  was  bending 
over  him  and  the  whole  of  his  head  popped  out, 
and  he  laughed  and  said  "  Bibi !  "  We  are  now 
great  friends.  He  always  comes  smiUng  to  the 
Dispensary,  and  greets  me  with  all  his  face  showing. 

There  is  another  very  tiny  little  girl  here,  called 
Lydia,  whose  father  is  in  hospital.  At  first  she  was 
afraid,  but  she  evidently  thought  the  church  was  a 
very  good  place  to  begin  to  make  friends,  for  if  her 
mother  sat  near  me  she  used  to  creep  along,  and 
just  get  by  the  side  of  me  and  say  "  Bibi !  "  in  a 
whisper.  Once  outside  the  church  she  would  run 
away  ;  but  now  we  are  friends  outside  the  church, 
as  well  as  inside. 
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EDITORIAL. 

THE     PURITY    OF    THE    STATE    REGISTER 
AND    ITS    ECONOMIC    VALUE. 

When  the  Nurses'  Reg-istration  Act  was 
passed  in  December,  191 9,  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  WaJesi  then  set  up, 
after  due  consideration,  adopted  as  the  mini- 
mum standard  of  "  adequate  knowledge  and 
cxi>erience  "  which  the  Act  enjoined  them  to 
define,  "  evidence  that  the  applicant  has  had 
not  less  than  one  year's  training  in  a  Hosipital 
or  Infirmary  approved  by  the  Council,  together 
with  evidence  that  she  has  subsequently  been 
bond  fide  engaged  in  practice  as  a  nurse  in 
attendance  on  the  sick  for  not  less  than  two 
years  before  ist  November,   1919. " 

This  Rule  was  agreed  by  the  Councils  of 
Scotland!  and  Ireland,  approved  by  the  Minister 
of  Health,  and  laid  before  each  House  of  Par- 
liament for  twenty-one  days. 

Thus,  while  justice  was  done  to  Existing 
Nurses,  the  public  were  protected  from  the 
peril  of  the  names  of  dangerously  incompetent 
persons  being  placed  uipon  the  State  Register. 

It  should  bt'  remembered,  further,  that  the 
Act  prevents  no  one  from  acting  as  a  nurse, 
but  only  imposes  penaJties  for  the  unauthorised 
use  of  the  name  or  title  of  Registered  Nurse. 

Every  trained  nurse  knows  that  the  minimum 
of  one  year's  general  training  is  little  enough, 
yet  Miss  M.  M.  C.  Herbert,  who  says  she  has 
made  the  subject  specially  her  own,  is  anxious 
to  get  people  on  to  the  General  Part  of  the 
Register  who  have  had  no  general  training. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  London  Centre  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  Miss  Herbert 
pleaded  that  there  were  nurses  working  in 
special  hospitals,  who  might  have  devoted  their 
lives  to  tuberculosis  or  cancer,  for  whom  no 
supplementary  register  was  provided.  She 
instanced  other  cases,  and  said  that  the  General 
Nursing  Council  should  use  their  jx>wer  to 
amend  the  Rules  so  as  to  get  as  large  a  number 
as  possible  on  the  Register. 

Miss  Rundle,  Secretary'  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,   Ltd.,   is  reported  to  have  demurred 


to  the  suggestion  that  action  should  be  taken 
by  the  General  Nursing  Council,  on  the 
ostensible  ground  that  it  was  not  so  easy  for 
the  Council  as  for  the  College  to  decide  on 
special  cases.  The  College  was  not,  she  said, 
tied  with  all  kinds  of  red  tape,  so  that  it  could 
get  on  with  the  work  more  quickly.  The 
necessity  for  consulting  Scotland  and  Ireland 
and  the  Minister  of  Health  caused  delay.  She 
had  reason  to  believe  it  was  now  being  dis- 
cussed at  the  General  Nursing  Council,  but  if 
it  were  passed  to-day,  or  next  week,  or  the 
week  after,  it  still  had  to  go  to  the  Minister 
of  Health,  and  with  a  General  Election  there 
was  no  one  at  present  to  appeal  to.  They 
must  push  it  through  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Miss  Rundle  does  not  appear  to  understand 
the  difference  between  the  Register  of  a 
Limitedi  Company,  of  which  she  is  Secretary, 
and  that  of  a  Statutory  Council,  set  up  by 
Parliament,  granting  legal  status  to  the 
Nursing  Profession.  She  may  airily  dispose  of 
the  safeguards  imposed  by  Parliament,  in  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  as  "  all  kinds  of  red 
tape:  "  to  a  meeting  of  College  members,  but 
we  think  Parliament  will  be  less  easy  to  per- 
suade. 

The  suggestion  is  in  fact  a  proposal  to  evade 
the  provisions  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act, 
and  to  get  nurses,  otherwise  ineligible,  on  to 
the  Register  by  the  back  door  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  through  a  provision  "That 
all  College  of  Nursing  members  should  be 
accepted  by  the  G.N.C.  for  admission  to  the 
State  Register." 

The  full  significance  of  Miss  Rundle's  speech 
will  be  understood  when  we  remember  that  the 
College  Council  gave  a  pledge  to  nurses  to 
induce  them  t6  join  it,  that  if  they  paid  a 
guinea  and  were  on  the  College  Register  they 
would  "  automatically  and  without  further  fee 
be  placed  upon  the  State  Register  when  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act  was  passed." 

Parliament,  hbwftver,  did  not  redeem  this 
pledge,  and  the  officials  of  this  Company  have 
never  ceased  to  interfere  with  the  Statutory 
Council's  duties,  and  to  attempt  to  drag  down 
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tJie  standard  set  by  the  State  Council  to  their 
own  unofficial  standards. 

We  hope  that  the  Nursing-  Profession  under- 
stand what  this  means.  It  is  all  very  well  for 
Miss  Rundle,  and  other  permanent  officials 
receivings  ;^500  a  year' of  the  nurses'  money, 
to  trifle  with  the  economic  position  of  the 
Nursing-  Profession  because  certain  nurses 
holding-  prominent  positions  in  the  Colleg-e  ave 
ineligible  for  admission  to  the  Register.  As 
we  have  already  pointed  out,  it  means  flooding 
the  Register  with  incompetent  persons,  who 
will  not  only  undermine  the  professional  status 
of  Reg-istered  Nurses  but  be  in  economic  com- 
petition with  them. 

OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

DBSCRIBB  THE  NURSING  OP  A  CASE  OF  SMALLPOX. 
WHAT  ARE  THE  SPECIAL  DANGERS  AND  COM- 
PLICATIONS ? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding"  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Mildred  W.  Corner,  Surrey 
Corner,  Southibourne,   Bouirnemouth. 

Absolute  isolation  is  imperative ;  patients  are 
usually  removed  to  isolation  hospitals  if  avail- 
able, the  disease  being-  so  infectious  that  it  can 
rarely  be  efficiently  isolated  in  a  private  house. 

The  ward  or  sick  room  should  be  larg-e  and 
well  ventilated  in  ordler  to  dilute  the  infection 
and  remove  as  much  as  possible  the  unpleasant, 
peculiar  foetor  so  chalraicteristic  of  the  disease. 
Deodorisers  such  as  Sanitas  or  chlorine  may 
be  used.  The  room  should  be  kept  at  an  even 
temperature^ — 60°  F. 

The  skin  requires  special  care ;  with  reg-ard 
to  cleanliness,  the  suirfaoe  should  be  kept  as 
clean  as  possible  by  frequent  spongfing^. 

The  hair  is  g-enerally  cut  short,  the  fing-er- 
nails  cut  short,  and  the  hands  rolled  in  cotton 
Wool  and  bandag-ed  to  prevent  scratching-  by 
the  patient. 

As  the  pustules  mature  and  rupture  the 
bedding-  aind  clothing-  are  soiled  and  must  be 
changfed  as  often  as  necessary^.  Warm  baths 
may  be  ordered  when  the  patient's  condition 
permits.  These  have  a  cleansing^  effect  and  help 
to  soothe  the  irritation.  Application  of  various 
oils,  ointment,  vaseline  or  powder  may  allay 
irritation.  Severe  irritation  ma}* be  relieved  by 
spong-ing-  the  body  with  dilbte  acetic  acid  and 
water  or  toilet  vineg-ar. 

Bed  sores  are  liable  to  form,  and  must  be 
prevented  by  keeping"  the  sheets  smooth  and 
soft,  and  by  frequent  changfes  of  posture.  A 
water  bed  is  often  necessary.  Sometimes  the 
skin,  especially  the  hands  and  feet,  are  so 
tender   that   pressure,    however  slig-ht,    causes 


acute  pain.  To  relieve  this  a  bed  cradle  will  be 
needed  to  keep  off  the  weig-ht  of  the  clothes. 

The  mouth,  throat,  tongne  and  nose  must  be 
kept  clean  by  means  of  antiseptic  mouth 
washes  and,  if  necessary,  syring"ing-.  Scabs 
forming-  round  the  lips  and  nostrils  should  be 
softened  with  oil  or  vaseline  and  removed. 

The  eyes  also  require  special  care;  frequent 
bathing-  with  boracic  lotion,  or  other  antiseptic 
solution,  if  necessary,  may  be  ordered. 

Tepid  spong-ing",  wet  pack  or  ice  cradle  may 
be  ordered  to  redbce  temperature ;  owing-  to 
the  condition  of  the  skin  this  treatment  is  not 
always  effectual.  Dressings  may  be  needed  for 
the  face,  and  should  be  made  of  lint ;  a  mask, 
with  holes  cut  out  for  eyes  and  mouth,  must 
be  firmly  bandag-ed. 

The  patient  may  be  delirious  and  even 
violent,  and  must  never  be  left.  No  undue 
force!  may  be  used  to  restrain  the  patient.  If 
a  man,  a  male  attendant  will  be  needed. 

Previous  vaccination  usually  assures  a 
modified  rash.  It  has  been  said  that  when 
patients  are  treated  in  a  room  where  only  red 
lig-ht  is  admitted,  the  rash  may  be  checked. 

The  diet  in  the  acute  stagfe  is  chiefly  liquid. 
As  the  temperature  subsides  and  the  patient 
improves,  it  can  be  increased.  Throug^hout  the 
illness  it  must  be  nourishing"  and  plentiful. 
Stimulants  may  be  ordered.  The  bowels  must 
be  well  regulated. 

Complications  are — formation  of  subcu- 
taneous abscesses,  boils,  and  in  some  cases 
cellulitis;  the  skin  becomes  very  swollen  and 
inflamed.  These  are  usually  treated  surgically 
by  opening",  and  sometimes  draining",  and 
boracic  fomentations  applied. 

A  severe  complication  is  erysipelas. 

Laryngfitis  and  croup — if  not  relieved, 
tracheotomy  may  be  necessary. 

Other  complications  are  pneumonia,  bron- 
chitis, nephritis  and  otorrhoea. 

If  the  patient  is  pi^egnant  the  risk  of  abortion 
or  premature  labour  is  considerable.  Bleeding" 
both  before  and  after  delivery  is  often  excessive. 

The  nurse  must  never  forg^et  the  intensely 
infectious  character  of  the  disease,  must  never 
wear  any  article  of  clothing-  out  of  doors  that 
she  wears  on  dbty.  She  must  have  a  disin- 
fectant bath  and  wash  her  hair  before  gfoing 
out. 

In  smallpox  hospitals,  rooms  are  set  apart 
in  order  that  these  precautions  may  be 
properly  carried  out. 

HONOURABLE      MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  J.  Robinsion,  Miss  M. 
Metcalfe. 
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A  PUBLIC  SCANDAL. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  state  that  bitter  in- 
dignation is  widespread  among-st  those  Regis- 
tered Nurses  who  think  for  themselves,  at  the 
mismanagement  of  the  Election  for  their 
representatives  on  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  and  they 
naturally  blame  every  member  of  the  Council 
for  the  discredit  brought  upon  their  profession. 

Wholesale  condemnation  is  not  fair. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Council  Meetings, 
which  have  been  carefully  and  accairately  re- 
ported in  this  Journal,  prove  that  by  secret 
co-operation  outside  the  Council  independent 
members  were  removed  from  Executive  Com- 
mittees, that  powers  of  organisation  and 
control  of  the  Council's  business  have 
been  ruthlessly  monopolised  by  the  medical, 
lay,  and  College  nominees,  and  that  the 
minority,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
Miss  Villiers,  Miss  I.  Macdonald,  Miss 
MacCallum,  Miss  Cattell,  and  Mr.  Christian, 
have  over  and  over  again  been  voted  down 
without  discussion  by  the  majority,  on  all 
questions  for  the  liberal  interpretation  of 
the  NuiTses'  Act,  and  in  support  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  granted  to  them,  by  Parliament. 
Office  disorganisation,  waste  of  money,  rescind- 
ing just  Rules,  deprivation  of  liberty  of  speech 
and  action  for  the  minority  have  been  the 
notorious  policy  supported  by  the  majority. 
I  for  one  decline  to  be  made  responsible,  or 
blamed  for,  the  results  of  this  official  policy. 
Ethel  G.  Fenwick. 

FRENCH    ANTI-CANCER    CAMPAIGN. 

The     Paris     correspondent     of     the     Times 
reports  : — 

"  The  recent  inauguration  of  an  elaborate 
^  system  of  cancer  treatment  at  the  Tenon  Hos- 
pital in  Paris  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Proust, 
and  of  a  similar  installation  at  the  Hotel-Dieu 
under  Dr.  Hartmann,  has  now  given  Paris  a 
definite  service,  from  which  much  is  hoped. 
In  Paris  alone  there  are  over  350  deaths  a 
month  from  this  disease,  which  is  slowly 
spreading."  It  is  intended  to  establish  similar 
systems  shortly  at  various  provincial  centres. 

"The  new  movement  is  largely  dlie  to  the 
joint  activities  of  the  Franco-Anglc^-American 
Association  against  Cancer.  The  organisation 
in  the  two  hospitals  involves  the  use  of  both 
Rontgen  rays  and  radium  emanations.  Dr. 
Hartmann  himself  takes  a  conservative  view  of 
the  prospects  of  success,  and  insists  that  radio- 
therapic  and  sui^ical  treatment  should  both 
be  continued  without  bias  in  favour  of  one  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  other." 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


The  appointment  of  Miss  Gertrude  M. 
Bulman  to  the  position  of  Matron  of  the  Royal 
Free  Hospital,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  London,  is  a 
feather  in  the  cap  of  Provincial  Nurse-Training 
Schools,  and  will  emphasize  the  fact  that  the 
training,  teaching,  and  experience  in  adminis^ 
trative  work,  in  such  leading  hospitals  as  the 
Leeds  General  Infirmary,  qualifies  a  nurse  to 
attain  appointment  as  Matron  to  leading 
Metropolitan  hospitals.  This  is  only  fair,  as 
the  fine  Provincial  Training  Schools  offer  ex- 
perience equal  to  that  provided  in  the  Metro- 
polis— in  some  instances  they  exceed  them  in 
clinical  material  and  organization. 


We  are  pleased  to  note  press  reports  from 
all  over  the  country  commending  the  bene- 
ficence of  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  Would  that  the  medical 
men,  matrons  and  others,  now  so  enthusiastic 
concerning  the  principle  of  State  Organization 
of  Nursing,  had  not  opposed  it  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  cost  its  promoters  and  advo- 
cates ;^30,ooo  in  propaganda. 


Colleg^e  advocates  trotting  around  the  Pro- 
vinces sounding  the  praises  of  the  CoUeg^e 
candidates  for  election  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  carefully  omit  to  record  the  work  done 
by  the  pioneers,  and  claim  all  the  credit  for 
legislation  for  these  women,  many  of  whose 
names  appear  on  the  Anti-Registration  Mani- 
festoes which  held  up  legislation  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  who,  although  avaricious  of 
power  to  govern  the  profession,  are  as  "  anti  " 
in  spirit  as  ever  they  were. 

Miss  Cowlin,  an  apostle  for  the  Collegia 
candidates  in  the  West  (herself  a  candidate), 
has  a  poor  record  in  this  connection.  Years 
ago,  when  her  colleagues  were  spending  time, 
health,  and  every  p>einny  the}-  could  spare,  in 
promoting  registration,  she  offered  help,  and 
when  gladly  accepted  wrote  to  say  "  her 
brother  considered  her  work  should  be  paid 
for  !  "  Although  possessing  a  private  income, 
not  an  hour's  work  was  given  by  Miss  Cowlin, 
or,  indeed,  when  a  salary  was  refused,  did  the 
pioneers  ever  hear  of  her  again  !  Now  thiat 
the  wonderful  dream  of  legal  status  and 
organised  education  for  nurses  has  come  true, 
those  who  gave  nothing  offer  themselves  for 
rewards  ! 


We  feel  many  nurses  have  been  horrified  at 
recent  press  reports  of  gross  and  horrible 
cruelty  to  animals,  and  the  pettifogging  fines 
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imposed  by  country  magistrates  for  these  un- 
speakable crimes.  Something-  must  be  done 
to  arouse  public  opinion  on  this  matter,  and 
w©  do  hope  nurses  will  write  to  magistrates 
and  papers  in  their  district  whenever  they  are 
shocked  by  suchi  horrors.  We  have  in  front  of 
us  cutting's  which  arouse  a  burning-  sense  of 
indig-nation  at  the  agony  imposed  by  cruel 
wretches  on  defenceless  animals — practically 
condoned  by  the  Bench.  Nothing  but  the 
"cat"  will  impress  men  capable  of  animal 
torture.     Let  them  have  it. 


The  London  Temperance  Hospital  Nurses' 
Leag^ue  held  a  Sale  of  \\'ork  last  Saturday, 
which  was  opened  by  Lady  Strong-,  and  resulted 
in  a  sum  of  £^2  beingf  raised.  Of  this  ;(j2o 
will  go  to  the  support  of  the  bed  maintained 
by  the  League  in  Persia ;  £^  to  the  Nurses' 
Missionary  Leag-ue ;  and  £^  to  the  Universities 
Mission  to  Central  Africa — a  very  satisfactory- 
result  of  the  afternoon's  work. 


A  bequest  of  ;£500  was  made  to  his  nurse 
by  Mr.  W.  Hale,  of  Wesitbourne  Terrace,  W. , 
who  left  £23,126.  He  was  Lady  Worthington 
Evans'  father.         

We  hear  the  Labour  Party  is  very  keen  on 
Health  Work,  and  is  absorbing  sound 
expert  advice  on  the  question.  The  Party 
is  far  from  satisfied  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  is  being  adminis- 
tered, especially  as  to  the  rumours  of  the  con- 
temptuous treatment  of  independent  nurses 
who  have  the  courage  of  their  opinions  by  the 
medical  men  on  the  Council. 


The  Higginbotham  Sick  Poor  Nursing 
Association,  2x8,  Bath  Street,  Glasg-ow, 
founded  in  1875,  is  still  doing  much  valuable 
work  for  the  sick  poor  of  Glasgow.  During 
the  past  year  3,058  cases  were  nursed  and 
107)757  visits  paid.  The  year's  working, 
however,  showed  a  deficiency  of  no  less  than 
;^i,302,  which  had  to  be  met  from  some 
exceptionally  large  legacies. 

Sir  Alexander  Gracie,  K.B.E.,  who  pre- 
sided, pleaded  for  more  generous  support,  and 
said  he  would  like  to  see  the  ordinary  income 
large  enoug-h  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenditure 
without  encroaching  on  legacies.  The  Asso- 
ciation, which  was,  he  believed,  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  Glasgow,  was  one  of  the  most 
useful  charitable  institutions  in  the  citv. 


Street,  Glasgow,  on  Friday,  December  8th,  at 
7.30  p.m.,  by  Dr.  J.  Ferguson  Smith,  M.A., 
M.B.,  Ch.B.,  on  "  Diseases  of  the  Skin."  A 
collection  was  taken  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting.  

Miss  Sarah  Graham,  certificated  nurse  from 
the  Post-Graduate  Hospital,  New  York,  has 
presented  the  whole  series  of  bound  volumes 
of  the  American  Journal  of  Nursing  to  the 
Ecole  Florence  Nightingale  at  Bordeaux. 
This  is  a  splendid  gift  to  the  Nurses'  Library, 
for  which  every  graduate  and  pupil  should  be 
eternally  grateful. 


The  Minister  of  Hygiene  has  bestowed 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  francs  for 
scholarships,  to  subsidise  the  Nursing  School, 
through  the  Directrice,  Dr.  Anna  Hamilton. 
Congratulations. 


A  number  of  resignations  by  nurses  and 
maids  has  taken  place  at  the  East  Ham  Isola- 
tion Hospital. 

Others  have  been  discharged  after  many 
years'  service,  and  the  situation  is  so  serious 
that  it  was  the  subject  of  a  debate  by  the  East 
Ham  Town  Council  on  Tuesday. 

The  "  revolt,"  as  it  is  described,  is  saiid  to 
be  due  to  the  reorganisation  carried  out  b}- 
Miss  Kate  Boyes,  who  was  appointed  Matron 
in  September. 

At  the  Council  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Coun- 
cillor Lethaby  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  investigation  to  go  into  the 
charges  which  have  been  made  against  the 
Matron.     The  motion,  however,  was  lost. 

Some  of  those  whio  have  resigned  as  a  protest 
against  the  stricter  discipline  which  the  Matron 
is  said  to  have  introduced  have  nearly  twenty 
years'  service  at  the!  hospital. 

Five  probationer  nurses  recently  went  awa}- 
at  night  without  warning,  leaving  their  luggage 
behind. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Health  Visitors' 
Association  and  Scottish  Nurses'  Club,  a 
lecture    was    given    at    the    Club"^    205,    Bath 


THE  "LANCET*'  GIVES  SOUND  ADVICE. 

In  referring  to  the  Election  of  direct  repre- 
sentatives on  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  the  Lancet  concludes  its 
remarks  with  the  following  sound  advice  : — 

"  In  electing  the  new  Council,  nurses  will 
do  well  to  remember  that  they  are  not  electing 
representatives  of  one  association  or  another, 
and  should  cast  their  votes  for  those  women 
best  calcuilated  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
trained  nurses  of  the  sick,  regardless  of  their 
politics." 
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A  WORD  TO  CARETAKERS  OF 
CHILDREN. 

THE    "ENGLISH    DISEASE'':     ITS    CAUSE 
AND    CUKE. 

Sir    Henry    Gauvain,    M.D.,    M.Ch.,    &c.,    the 
Medical  Superintendent  of  Sir  William  Treloar's 
Cripples'    Hospital    and    College    at    Alton    and 
Hayling  Island,  lecturing  on  "  Light  and    Life," 
at  the  eleventh  annual  conference  of  the  British 
Commercial  Gas  Association,   held  in  Bristol  on 
October  i6th,  said  it  was  peculiarly  gratifying  to 
medical  men  to  notice  an  increasing  tendency  of 
late  years  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  particularly 
the  educated  and   intelligent   public,   to   become 
acquainted  with  matters  appertaining  to  public 
health.     That  feature  had  been  accentuated  by, 
though  it  ante-dated,   the  Great  War,  when  we 
learned,  as  nothing  else  could  have  taught  us,  the 
sacredness  and  preciousness  of  human  life.    Many 
organisations  and  societies  had  been  formed  with 
the  object  of  dealing  with  public  health  questions 
and  enlightening  the  community  on  those  means 
by  which  their  health  could  be  best  preserved  and 
disease  prevented.      "It  is   somewhat   strange," 
the  lecturer  said,  "  that  all  the  different  features 
in  connection  with  preventive  medicine,  one  which 
has  perhaps  attracted  less   attention  than  many, 
is  the  question  of  light  as  regards  health."  Although 
they  had  been  practising  light  therapy  for  many 
years  at  Alton,  yet  it  was  not  until  last  summer 
that   anything   like   considerable   public    interest 
was  taken  in  that  side  of  their  work.     But  the 
glorious  summer  of  192 1,  which  did  so  much  good 
for  the  country,   which    bathed   us   in  sunlight, 
brought  home  to  the  public  the  value  of  the  sun, 
while   the   conspicuous   absence   of   the   sun   last 
summer  made  us  feel  the  need  of  it. 

"  The  sun  is  the  great  source  of  all  energy.  It 
makes  our  rivers  and  our  health-giving  winds ; 
it  is  the  source  of  nearly  every  form  of  energy  on 
this  earth,  and  it  is  also  an  indispensable  factor 
in  our  life.  B}^  its  action  on  the  green  colouring 
matter  of  plants,  the  mysterious  pigment,  which 
exists  in  the  lives  of  plants,  has  its  physical  energy 
converted  into  chemical  energy,  and  the  result 
of  that  conversion  is  the  growth  of  plants,  our 
green  fields,  our  woods,  our  pastures,  and  from 
these  the  animal  life  of  the  world  derives  it;s 
strength." 

A  great  deal  of  research  had  lately  been  done 
on  the  action  of  light  with  regard  to  the  prevention 
of  disease.  Until  quite  recently  rickets  was 
thought  to  be  a  disease.  It  had  been  described 
by  Dr.  Saleeby  as  "  one  of  the  diseases  of  dark- 
ness," but  it  had  been  thought  to  be  a  disease  due 
to  deficiency  in  certain  essential  properties  in 
the  diet.  It  was  known  that  if  an  animal  were 
fed  on  a  diet  deficient  in  certain  properties — 
vitamines  and  the  like — that  animal  would 
acquire  rickets — a  disease  so  common  in  this 
country  that  it  was  called  on  the  continent  the 
''  English  disease."  It  had  recently  been  shown 
that  if  an  animal — for  example,  a  rat — were  given 
a  diet  deficient  in  those  essential  food  substances. 


and  yet  a  diet  that  would  enable  life  to  be  pro- 
longed, that  rat  would  acquire  rickets ;  but  if 
that  rat  were  exposed  for  as  short  a  period  as 
fifteen  minutes  a  day  to  sunlight,  or  even  for 
three  minutes  a  day  to  ultra-violet  light,  it  would 
not  acquire  rickets. 

With  regard  to  tuberculous  disease,  the  tubercle 
bacilli,  which  were  the  cause  of  more  suffering 
and  more  loss  of  life  than  any  other  bacilli,  were 
slain  on  exposure  to  light.  These  same  bacilli 
would  live  in  dark  rooms,  in  our  slums,  and  in 
our  byres,  for  a  long  time — always  having  the 
potentiality  of  carrying  disease  and  death — but 
the  light  would  kiU  them.  "  Light  has  a  great 
antiseptic  power.  Sunlight  is  the  world's  great 
antiseptic.  Without  the  sun  many  disease  germs 
would  continue  to  exist  which  are  now  destroyed." 
One  of  the  best  descriptions  of  the  value  of  sun- 
light that  he  had  come  across  was  to  be  found 
in  the  writings  of  Norman  Davey.  "  The  sun," 
he  wrote,  "  is  the  great  dispeller  of  ill-humours. 
He  is  the  healer,  the  life-bringer.  He  is  the  only 
true  doctor  to  the  troubled  mind.  He  is  the 
best  apothecary  in  the  world.  There  is  no  tonic 
sold  for  gold  over  any  chemist's  counter  so  remed- 
ial as  that  celestial  pick-me-up,  which  is  poured 
for  nothing  at  daybreak  over  the  wide  counter, 
which  is  the  rim  of  the  earth." 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THE     FAILURE    OF    THE    ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR    THE    G.N.C.     ELECT.ON. 

In  reply  to  questions  addressed  to  the  Minister 
of  Labour,  as  representing  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
by  Major  R.  W.  Barnett,  M.P.,  which  we  pubhshed 
in  full  last  week,  relating  (i)  to  the  failure  of  the 
arrangements  for  the  Election  of  representatives 
of  nurses  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  (2)  to  the  violation  of  the 
secrecy  of  the  ballot  by  the  provision  of  space  on 
the  back  of  the  ballot  paper  for  an  identification 
number,  Major  Boyd  Carpenter  gave  the  following 
written  answer  : — 

"  The  returning  officer  has  reported  that  owing 
to  a  failure  in  the  arrangements  for  despatching 
the  voting  papers,  for  which  the  Council's  staff  are 
in  no  way  responsible,  nearly  1,000  voting  papers 
have  gone  astray,  and  he  has  been  obhged  to 
declare  that  the  election  must  be  held  afresh  where 
contests  are  involved.  Three  candidates  have  been 
returned  unopposed,  and  for  the  remaining  seats, 
therefore,  ballot  papers  will  be  issued  at  the  earhest 
possible  date.  The  opportunity  will  be  taken  at 
the  same  time  to  correct  the  printer's  error  to 
which  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  refers,  by  whicTa 
the  space  for  the  number  was  incorrectly  printed 
on  the  back  of  the  ballot  paper." 


In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  Decem- 
ber nth,  the  following  question  by  Mr.  F.  Roberts 
received  a  written  reply  : — 

Question. 
Mr.  F.  Roberts  asked  the  Minister  of  Labour,  as 
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representing  the  Ministry  of  Health,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
demanded  that  a  Rule  should  be  passed  by  that  Council 
to  the  effect  that  any  irregularity,  however  grave,  in 
the  selection  of  nurse  representatives,  as  conducted  by 
him  might  be  condoned  by  himself,  thus  depriving 
candidates  of  the  right  to  question  his  decision  in  a 
court  of  law  ;  whether  this  Rule  was  sanctioned  by  the 
late  Minister  of  Health  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
necessity  of  not  withholding  from  any  persons  rights 
conferred  upon  them  by  Parliament  he  will  reconsider 
this  Rule.  -      •  .  j 

Answer. 
Major  Boyd  Carpenter  :  The  Hon.  Member  is 
under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  effect  of  the  Rule, 
a  copy  of  which  I  am  sending  him.  It  is  in  accordance 
with  legislative  procedure,  and  was  adopted  by  the 
Council  at  the  instance  of  the  late  Minister  of  Health. 
The  returning  officer's  power  under  the  Rule  is  limited 
to  condoning  irregularities  which,  in  his  opinion,  have 
not  substantially  affected  the  result  of  the  election,  and 
there  is  an  appeal  from  his  decision  to  the  Minister  of 
Health.  A  Rule  of  this  kind  is  particularly  necessary 
in  the  case  of  elections  conducted  by  post,  and  the 
Hon.  Member  will  find  a  precedent  for  it  in  the  Fifth 
Schedule  to  the  Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1918. 

The  Rule  is  as  follows  :— 

"  No  election  held  under  this  Scheme  shall  be 
invalidated  by  reason  of  any  misdescription  or  non- 
compliance with  the  provisions  of  this  Scheme,  or  by 
reason  of  any  miscount  or  of  the  non-delivery,  loss, 
or  miscarriage  in  the  course  of  post  of  any  document 
required  under  this  Scheme  to  be  despatched  by  post, 
if  it  appears  to  the  Returning  Of&cer  that  the  election 
was  conducted  substantially  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Scheme,  and  that  the  result  of  such 
misdescription,  non-compliance,  miscount,  non-de- 
livery, loss  or  misc£irriage  did  not  substantially  affect 
the  result  of  the  election  :  Provided  that  any  unsuccess- 
ful candidate  or  her  agent  may,  within  fourteen  days 
after  the  declaration  by  the  Returning  Officer  of  the 
result  of  the  election,  appeal  to  the  Minister  of  Health, 
whose  decision  shall  be  final." 

Referring  to  our  notes  of  the  Special  Meeting 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales  of  October  6th,  we  find  that  when  this  Rule 
came  before  the  Council  Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick 
asked  for  an  explanation,  and  said  it  appeared  to 
her  very  dangerous. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  he  was  informed  that  it  was 
taken  from  the  method  of  election  on  to  Panel 
Committees. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  thought  it  serious. 
The  General  Medical  Council  had  no  such  drastic 
provision. 

The  Chairman  said  that  if  no  safeguard  was 
provided  he  could  not  undertake  the  duties  of 
Returning  Officer.  It  was  nothing  that  they  need 
be  frightened  about. 

The  Rule  was  carried  by  7  votes  to  2,  Mrs. 
Fenwick  and  Miss  MacCallum  being  in  the  minority. 

The  present  election,  as  our  readers  are  aware, 
has  resulted  in  a  complete  fiasco,  and  the  powers 
of  the  Returning  Officer  under  this  Rule  therefore 
arise.  We  are  legally  advised  that  no  action  taken 
in  a  court  of  law  could  hope  to  succeed  in  the  face 
of  this  Rule,  and  its  gravity  is  therefore  fully 
maintained. 


MR.  ROBERT  DONALDSON'S  ADDRESS. 

TITULAR     LETTERS. 

Mr.  Robert  Donaldson,  8,  Hinde -Street,  Man- 
chester Square,  W.  i,  whose  candidature  as  a 
representative  of  Mental  Nurses  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  we  have 
previously  reported,  has  issued  an  Election 
Address,  in  which  he  expresses  disapproval  of  the 
proposals  as  to  a  State  Uniform  and  letters  attached 
thereto,  as  inimical  to  the  interests  of  nurses  on 
the  Supplementary  Parts  of  the  Register.  If, 
however,  he  studies  more  closely  the  Resolution  as 
to  distinguishing  letters  moved  by  Miss  MacCallum 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on  October  27th, 
which  he  quotes,  he  will  see  that  it  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  question  of  letters  at- 
tached to  the  uniform. 

Miss  MacCallum  moved  "  that  nurses  on  the 
General  and  Supplementary  Parts  of  the  Register 
be  authorised  to  use  distinguishing  letters  after 
their  names,"  which  Registered  Nurses  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  are  permitted  to  do.  It  is  these 
titular  letters  which  will  confer  prestige  on  nurses, 
not  letters  attached  to  a  uniform,  to  which  we  can 
conceive  Mr.  Donaldson's  objections  to  be  weU 
founded. 

Incidentally,    the    adoption    of    the    protected 
uniform  is  quite  optional. 
HAS  THE  COUNCIL  BEEN  IGNORED  AGAIN? 

One  item  in  this  Address  \vill  certainly  come  as 
information  to  the  General  Nursing  CouncU. 
Mr.  Donaldson  says  :  "As  you  are  aware  men  who 
had  their  training  interrupted  owing  to  serving 
their  Country  in  the  War,  and  in  consequence 
could  not  finish  their  training  prior  to  191 9,  were 
compelled  to  pay  Two  Guineas  for  Registration, 
which  was  a  great  injustice  to  many  men. 

"  This  should  have  been  foreseen  by  our  repre- 
sentatives on  the  Council,  but  not  till  I  took  the 
matter  up  with  them,  and  in  the  Press,  was  this 
injustice  rectified  so  far  as  it  affected  Male  Nurses. 

"  Women  Nurses  who  were  likewise  affected,  and 
having  no  one  to  champion  their  cause,  have  still 
to  pay  the  two  guineas,  and  I  hold  they  should 
also  be  considered." 

This  question  has  never  come  before  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  either  directly,  or  in  the  form  of  a 
Report  from  either  the  Registration  or  Finance 
Committee.  With  whom  has  Mr.  Donaldson 
taken  this  matter  up  ?  Is  it  another  of  the 
questions  dealt  with  by  Dr.  Goodall,  Chairman  of 
the  Registration  Committee,  over  the  heads  and 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  Council  ? 


THE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE 
STATE  REGISTRATION  OF  NURSES. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  Committee  will  be  held 
on  Saturday,  December  i6th,  at  431,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.,  at  3  p.m.,  to  consider  the 
policy  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  its  failure  to  give  effect  to  certain 
provisions  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  and  to 
move  a  Resolution. 


December  i6,  1922     zbc  British  Soumal  of  flurstng. 
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"  THE  SECOND  CITY." 

THE     QLA5Q0W     ROYAL     INFIRMARY. 

After  a  fl5dng  visit  of  some  forty  hours  as  the 
guest  of  the  Matron  of  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Glasgow,  we  feel  some  diffidence  in  recording  our 
opinion  on  the  work  of  this  magnificent  hospital, 
but  we  should  fail  in  gratitude  if  we  omitted  to 
express  the  pleasure  and  admiration  occasioned 
by  a  peep  at  the  great  work  for  humanity  accom- 
plished under  its  roofs. 

We  went  to  Glasgow  as  the  guest  of  honour  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  League  to  attend  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  League,  and  of  that  function — 
a  most  brilliant  success — we  hope  to  give  a  fuU 
report  later.  In  the  meanwhile  our  impressions  of 
the  "  Royal  "  and  the  fine  spirit  which  animates 
its  organisation  wiU  not  be  premature.  The 
splendid  group  of  buildings  which  compose  the 
Royal  Infirmary  are  mostly  of  recent  construction, 
placed  on  the  original  site,  in  the  East  End  of  the 
ci£y,  in  the  centre  of  a  district  surrounded  by  a 
poor  and  needy  population,  and,  alas  !  every  inch 
of  ground  available  appears  to  have  been  utilised. 

Nothing  could  be  more  charming  than  the 
Matron's  private  quarters,  where,  at  the  top  of 
the  administrative  block,  you  shp  through  a 
private  door  and  find  yourself  "  far  from  the 
madding  crowd." 

The  comfort  and  beauty  of  these  quarters  speak 
well  for  the  standard  of  consideration  of  the 
managers  for  the  nursing  staff,  and  it  was  here  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  Superintendents 
of  Departments — trained  women  of  great  experi- 
ence, who  not  only  devote  their  lives  to  maintaining 
the  practical  efficiency  of  nursing  and  domestic 
management,  but  who  also  evidently  take  an 
intelligent  interest  in  the  welfare  of  their  Profession, 
in  its  relation  to  the  community. 

On  the  morning  after  arrival,  accompanied  by  the 
Matron,  Miss  Donaldson,  we  were  shown  all  over 
this  beautiful  hospital,  built  on  modem  principles. 
The  groups  of  wards,  all  complete  on  the  flat 
system,  are  unusually  spacious — not  so  much  in 
length  as  in  breadth — ^the  walls  enamelled  white, 
inset  with  large  and  numerous  windows,  appear 
light  and  airy,  in  spite  of  the  smoke-laden  atmo- 
sphere, which  is  so  antagonistic  to  the  health  of  the 
people  in  our  great  industrial  cities.  To  stand  on 
the  fiat  roof  and  see  for  miles  and  miles  little 
chimneys  puffing  forth  their  deadly  poison  makes 
one  realise  some  of  the  "  Clyde  problems,"  which 
wUl  be  fought  out  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  coming  sessions. 

The  wards  and  annexes  were  exquisitely  clean 
— what  labour  must  be  expended  to  keep  them 
so  ! — but  we  were  told  that  little  of  this  work 
falls  to  the  duty  of  the  nursing  staff,  which  is  kept 
on  the  alert  all  the  time  fulfilling  nursing  duties 
in  connection  with  the  enormous  number  of  acute 
cases  treated  in  every  department. 

The  majorit}'-  of  the  Sisters  were  in  the  theatres 
attached  to  nearly  every  floor,  where  the  "  Chiefs  " 
attend  early,  and  where,  in  preparation,  attend- 
ance, and  after-care  the  probationers  and  nurses 
have  wonderful  experience.     "  None  better  in  any 


training  school  "  we  were  told,  and  we  can  well 
believe  it.  Medical,  surgical,  gynaecological,  every 
special  branch  of  research,  including  a  most 
advanced  electrical  department  in  which  the  most 
up-to-date  apphances  are,  or  are  to  be  installed — 
science  going  full  tilt  ahead. 

Then  the  basis  of  good  nursing — domestic 
management — has  its  enthusiasts.  We  just  loved 
the  Steward's  Department,  and  apparently  no  one 
is  more  popular  throughout  this  wonderful  insti- 
tution than  the  Steward.  He  is  evidently  an 
expert  in  his  own  domain.  The  traj's  had  been 
filled  for  despatch  to  the  wards — delicious  New 
Zealand  butter,  loaves  in  oiled  paper  covers, 
transparent  pinky  eggs — the  latter  pickled  in  the 
summer  by  the  thousand,  and  quite  fresh  when, 
in  cold  weather,  it  does  not  please  Madame  Henny 
Penny  to  produce  one  daily.  Meat,  chickens, 
vegetables,  fruit,  and  other  food,  all  kept  in 
spotless  places,  to  be  transferred  to  the  kitchen 
where  marvels  are  accompUshed  in  a  very  limited 
space  (the  one  department  which  urgently  requires 
extension).  Such  good  things  were  sizzling  and 
simmering — ^joints,  pies,  apples  roasting,  potatoes, 
puddings,  and  piles  of  chickens — they  made  one's 
mouth  water.  From  the  kitchen  we  visited  the 
chemist's  shop — a  fascinating  spot — gUttering 
glass  jars  and  cupboards  and  drawers,  not  a  pUl 
out  of  place.  Then  came  the  laundry.  Here 
dozens  of  little  maids  in  pink  were  wdelding  electric 
irons  and  poUshing  white  gowns  and  aprons  wdth 
remarkable  dexterity.  We  learned  that  the  sub- 
stitution of  electric  irons  for  those  heated  by  gas, 
with  its  poisonous  fumes,  had  reduced  sickness 
amongst  these  workers  to  a  minimum. 

The  Nurses'  Home,  on  either  side  of  long  corri- 
dors, most  comfortable  little  bedrooms,  was  a 
breezy  place,  the  rules  providing  for  wide  open 
windows  and  doors  when  unoccupied,  which  has 
apparently  reduced  "  colds "  to  a  minimum, 
steam-heat  and  stuffiness  being  responsible  for 
more  germs  than  the  most  boisterous  blast. 

We  were  impressed  %vith  the  steady,  untiring 
satisfied  spirit  of  all  the  workers  in  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Glasgow.  No  bustle  or  fuss,  but  just 
"  this  is  my  immediate  job — it  must  be  done  to 
the  very  best  of  my  ability — and  in  doing  it,  I 
am  as  busy  and  happy  as  a  bee."  What  human 
being  can  demand  more  of  life  ?  E.  G.  F. 


THE     ROYAL     BRITISH     NURSES' 
ASSOCIATION. 

Congratulations  to  all — both  workers  and 
purchasers — ^who  helped  to  make  the  Sale  of 
Work  for  the  Settlement  Fund,  held  at  194, 
Queen's  Gate,  on  December  7th,  such  a  success. 
The  takings  were  round  about  ;^i50,  and  by  six 
o'clock  late  comers  found  that  most  things  had 
been  disposed  of.       

The  Secretary  of  the  Association  will  be  obliged 
if  nurses  who  intend  to  dine  at  the  Club  at  the 
midday  dinner  on  Christmas  day  will  send  in 
their  names  to  her  so  that  she  may  estimate 
what  provision  to  make. 
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ECHOES  OF  THE  SCOTTISH  NURSES' 
ELECTION. 

A     FEW     PERTINENT     QUESTIONS. 

We  have  a  little  grandson,  aged  six,  devoted  to 
a  little  brother  in  his  second  year,  but  who  said  to 
his  granny  somewhat  wistfully,  "  Daddie  is  very 
fond  of  David  because  he  cannot  ask  questi-ons." 
To  which  we  replied,  "  Tired  Daddies  often  resent 
questi-ons — especially  if  they  do  not  know  the 
answers." 

During  our  recent  visit  to  Glasgow,  as  our 
time  was  short,  we  asked  numerous  questi-ons  of 
various  persons  and  gathered  some  very  in- 
teresting information. 

Question  i. — Are  you  Glasgow  Nurses  satisfied 
with  the  election  for  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  Scotland,  and  if  not,  why  not  ? 

Reply. — We  are  far  from  satisfied  ;  first, 
because  of  the  methods  employed  to  exclude  the 
nurses'  representatives  who  are  not  members  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  which  will  result  in 
the  control  of  the  Nursing  Profession  in  Scotland 
by  a  clique  of  College  Matrons. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  Edinburgh  at  which  the 
nine  College  candidates  were  selected — with  one 
exception  all  Matrons  of  hospitals — and  which 
excluded  non-institutional  nurses — such  as  Miss 
Mary  Hunter,  Public  Health  Department,  Glasgow; 
Miss  M.  R.  Stewart,  the  very  popular  Secretary  of 
the  Scottish  Nurses'  Club ;  Miss  Ehzabeth  T. 
Jones,  School  Nurse,  Edinburgh  Education  Au- 
thority, and  Mr.  T.  Prentice,  Male  Mental  Nurse, 
thus  depriving  the  rank  and  file  of  any  participa- 
tion in  the  government  of  their  own  profession — 
a  very  autocratic  system. 

Question  2. — Why  do  you  object  to  be  governed 
by  the  present  Council  ? 

Reply. — Because  a  General  Nursing  Council 
should  be  general,  representative  of  all  classes  of 
nurses,  and  not  merely  the  Matron  nominees  of  one 
organisation  of  nurses  dominated  by  hospital 
managers  and  Matrons  in  London.  Moreover,  we 
think  the  new  Council  is  largely  composed  of 
persons  who  are  unprogressive,  and  who  are  domi- 
nated by  the  institution  point  of  view,  and  who 
are  largely  out  of  touch  and  sympathy  with  nurses 
outside  hospital  control.  As  so  much  of  the 
nursing  of  the  future  is  preventive  we  need  Public 
Health  Nurses,  and  those  engaged  in  Social 
Service  work,  on  the  Council.  The  older  Matrons 
have  little  experience  of  nursing  "  beyond  the 
gates." 

Question  3. — Do  you  approve  of  the  Syllabus  of 
Training  drafted  by  the  Scottish  Council  ? 

Reply. — No.  It  is  too  superficial  and  undefined. 
The  teaching  of  nurses,  both  practically  and 
theoretically,  at  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  is 
far  ahead  of  it. 

Question  4. — How  about  General  Nursing  Coun- 
cil administration  in  Scotland  ? 

Reply. — It  is  excellent — economical  and  efficient. 
Our  Registrar  is  all  that  courtesy  and  efficiency 
demands.     Everything    to    do    with    the    recent 


Election  was  carried  out  with  method.  We  had 
notice  of  the  Election  in  ample  time.  We  had 
four  weeks  in  which  to  consider  the  Voting  Papers. 
No  distinguishing  marks  to  give  us  away  on 
envelopes    or    papers. 

Question  5. — What  staff  is  necessary  to  effect 
this  efficiency  ? 

Reply. — We  have  a  Registrar  who  is  a  solicitor, 
and  he  has  the  help  of  one  clerk  in  the  office.  To 
meet  the  extra  work  of  the  Election  two  temporary 
clerks  were  engaged,  and  everything  was  carried 
out  expeditiously.  We  also  consider  ourselves 
fortunate  in  our  Chairman.  He  is  a  liberal-minded 
man  of  business,  and  as  our  Register  is  not  yet 
published  we  owe  it  to  him  that  a  printed  list  of 
constituents  was  available  for  all  nominated 
candidates. 

Question  6. — How  about  reports  of  the  Council 
meetings  ;   presumably  the  Press  is  not  admitted  ? 

Reply. — So  far,  no.  During  the  drafting  of  the 
Rules,  &c.,  it  was  not  considered  advisable,  but 
now  that  the  rank  and  file  of  nurses  in  Scotland 
are  practically  excluded  from  representation  on 
their  own  Governing  Body,  we  think  it  is  time  to 
admit  the  Press  to  Council  meetings — as  is  done 
by  the  General  Medical  Council,  and  the  Genera 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales.  We  are 
not  satisfied  to  be  governed  in  the  dark  by  the 
present  partisan  Council.  We  are  considering 
what  steps  to  take  to  obtain  publicity. 

One  result  of  our  questions  was  to  impress  us 
with  the  fact  that  when  more  Scottish  nurses 
realise  their  present  dependent  and  dangerous 
position,  they  will  soon  find  the  way  to  amend  it. 

E.  G.  F. 

THE     NECESSITY    FOR    RECIPROCITY 
APPARENT. 

Dr.  T.  H.  A.  Valentine,  Director-General  of 
Health  in  New  Zealand,  writes  in  his  Annual 
Ref>ort  : — 

There  are  some  matters  of  special  interest  in 
the  Report  of  the  Director,  Division  of  Nursing. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  there  should  be  reciprocity 
in  registration  of  nurses  throughout  the  Empire. 
The  need  for  some  such  system  of  reciprocity  need 
not,  however,  be  laboured  ;  the  necessity  for  such 
becomes  every  day  more  apparent. 

Now  that  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  has  at 
last  come  into  force  in  the  United  Kingdom  we  are 
anxiously  awaiting  the  initiative  of  those  respon- 
sible in  the  Mother-country  in  this  direction.  The 
same  may  also  be  said  of  the  registration  of  mid- 
wives.  It  is  not  reasonable  that  midwives  from 
the  United  Kingdom  should,  on  a  certificate  of 
having  passed  an  examination  after  three  or  six 
months'  training,  expect  registration  in  New  Zea- 
land, where  we  only  allow  a  pupil  to  go  up  for 
examination  in  midwifery  on  producing  evidence  of 
twelve  months'  training  in  a  recognised  maternity 
school.  We  have  already  informed  the  Central 
Midwives'  Board  that  we  will  not  recognise  or 
register  midwives  from  the  United  Kingdom  who 
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cannot  produce  evidence  of  an  equivalent  length  of 
training. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Nurses'  Superannua- 
tion Act  has  had  to  be  postf>oned,  but  those  of  us 
who  have  been  striving  for  years  in  this  direction 
are  confident  that  the  public  at  last  is  determined 
to  see  justice  done  to  this  very  deserving  class  of 
public  servants. 

Miss  Hester  Maclean,  R.R.C.,  Director  Division 
of  Nursing,  writes  : — 

Section  i. — Nurses'  Registration  Act. 

Examinations  were  held  under  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act  in  June,  192 1,  and  December, 
1921.  267  candidates  presented  themselves  for 
examining,  of  whom  224  were  successful  and  are 
now  on  the  State  register. 

Seventy-three  nurses  from  overseas  have  been 
registered,  their  certificates  from  their  training- 
schools  still  being  accepted,  as  the  State  registers 
of  England  and  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  have 
not  yet  been  published.  In  future  it  will  be  ad- 
visable to  require  from  all  applicants  from  coun- 
tries where  a  nurses'  registration  law  is  in  force 
proof  that  they  have  been  registered  in  the  country 
from  v^hich  they  come.  The  need  of  reciprocity  in 
registration  throughout  the  British  Empire  is  very 
apparent. 

A  great  number  of  letters  from  nurses  desiring 
to  come  out  to  New  Zealand  have  been  received. 
These  women  in  many  instances  appear  to  be  well 
qualified,  and  the  majority  have  served  during  the 
war,  some  with  distinction,  but  the  state  of  nursing 
affairs  during  the  past  year  has  not  been  such  that 
they  could  be  encouraged  to  come  out.  They  have, 
therefore,  been  advised  not  to  come  unless  they 
have  friends  or  means  which  will  permit  them  to 
wait  for  suitable  employment.  Despite  this,  many 
have  come,  as  well  as  many  others  who  have  not 
written  beforehand  to  make  inquiries. 

Nurses  from  the  .Australian  States  have  also 
come  to  the  Dominion  seeking  work,  and,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  a  good  many  of  our  own  nurses 
are  now  temp>orarily  working  in  England,  South 
.Africa,  and  .\merica,  there  are  many  private  nurses 
•  in  all  centres  who  have  to  await  cases  for  consider- 
able periods.  People  are  more  and  more  going  to 
the  general  hospitals  for  treatment,  and,  if  nursed 
at  their  own  homes,  dispense  with  their  nurses  at 
much  earlier  periods  than  formerly. 

There  are  few  positions  now  vacant  in  public 
hosoitals  which  cannot  be  filled  by  the  trainees  as 
they  qualify. 

PRESENTATION. 

Mrs.  Harding,  Matron  of  the  Hereford  Poor  Law 
Institution,  on  resigning  the  position  to  take  charge  of 
the  Homes  of  the  Bowling  and  Daisy  Hill  Institutions, 
has  been  presented  with  a  gold  and  pearl  pendant  by 
the  officials  and  staff  of  the  Institution.  Dr.  R.  L. 
Patterson,  Medical  Officer,  in  making  the  presentation, 
said  that  they  were  losing  a  jewel  of  great  price,  and 
it  was  appropriate  that  they  should  give  her  a  jewel  in 
appreciation  of  her  goodness.  The  inmates  also  pre- 
sented her  with  a  hand  mirror  as  a  token  of  their 
affection. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 


Royal  .Free  Hospital,  Cray's  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.  I. 

— -Miss  Gertrude  M.  Bulman  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  and  certificated  at  the  General  In- 
firmary, Leeds,  where  she  subsequently  held  the 
position  of  Sister.  She  was  then  Night  Sister  and 
Assistant  Matron  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Derby,  and 
at  present  holds  the  position  of  Assistant  Matron  at 
the  General  Infirmary,  Leeds.  From  August,  1914,  to 
March,  1919,  Miss  Bulman  was  engaged  on  War 
Service,  as  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing 
Service  both  in  England  and  France. 
ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Glasgow  Royal  Mental  Hospital,  Gartnavel,  Glasgow. 

— Miss  Bessie  Mitchell  Blyth  has  been  appointed 
Assistant  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Dundei 
District  Asylum,  and  the  Western  District  Hospital, 
Oakbank,  Glasgow,  and  has  been  Charge  Nurse  at  the 
Dundee  District  Asylum  and  Staff  Nurse  at  Crookston 
War  Hospital,  Nitshill,  Glasgow.  She  is  a  certified 
midwife. 

SUPERINTENDENT    NURSE. 

Newport  Infirmary,  Monmouth. — Miss  Elizabeth  Tait 
Thom,  Registered  Nurse,  has  been  appointed  Superin- 
tendent Nurse.  She  was  trained  at  Selly  Oak  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  where  she  also  held  posts  of  Staff  Nurse, 
Ward  and  Theatre  Sister,  Night  Sister,  and  Second 
Assistant  Matron,  Staff  Nurse  and  Night  Sister  at  the 
Grosvenor  Hospital  for  Women,  London,  and  Assistant 
Superintendent  Nurse  and  Home  Sister  at  the  Tyne- 
mouth  Union  Hospital,  North  Shields.  She  holds  a 
Certificate  for  General  Training,  one  for  invalid  cookery, 
ihe  M.P.A.  certificate  and  is  a  certified  midwife. 
NIGHT     SISTER. 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Dover. — 'Miss  Mary  Makin 
has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Hospital,  Wigan  ;  and  has 
been  Night  Sister  at  the  General  Infirmary,  Macclesfield. 
She  is  a  Registered  Nurse. 

NIGHT    SISTER     AND     ASSISTANT 
SUPERINTENDENT     NURSE. 

Poor  Law  Infirmary,  Newport  (Mon). — Miss  Ada 
Mary  Thomson  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister  and 
Assistant  Superintendent  Nurse.  She  was  trained  at 
Merryplatts  Hospital,  Govan,  Glasgow,  and  has  been 
Sister-in-Charge  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital, 
Neath,  Glam. 

SISTER. 

Poor  Law  Infirmary,  Newport,  Mon. — Miss  Gertrude 
Elizabeth  Watts  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  and  certificated  at  the  Eastville  and  Southmead 
Hospital,  Bristol. 

HONOURS    FOR    NURSES. 

Miss  Blyth,  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Ipswich 
Nursing  Home,  has  been  awarded  the  Palmes  de  I'Ordre 
de  la  Couronne  by  the  King  of  the  Belgians  for  services 
rendered  to  the  Belgian  soldiers  during  the  war. 

Miss  Brittleton,  of  the  same  institution,  has  been 
awarded  the  same  decoration. 

THE    PASSING     BELL. 

Miss  Fanny  Sleigh  (late  Sister  President,  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital),  was  laid  to  rest  in  Colney  Heath 
churchyard,  on  December  6th,  1922.  A  service  was 
held  in  St.  Jude's  Church,  Golder's  Green,  before 
going  on  to  the  Crematorium.  Many  friends  were 
present,  including  Miss  Mcintosh  (Matron,  St.  Bart.'s), 
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Miss  Baines  (Secretary  of  the  Nurses'  League),  Mis^ 
Greenstreet  (late  Sister  Mark),  Mrs.  Segundo,  and 
others.  There  were  many  lovely  wreaths — the  one 
from  the  League  was  in  njost  artistic  colourings,  and 
bore  a  card,  "  In  Loving  Memory."  A  memorial 
service  was  held  at  10.30  a.m.  in  St.  Bartholomew's-the- 
Less.  Mr.  Ha>  es  (Clerk  to  the  (Governors),  the  Steward, 
several  Sisters  and  Nurses,  Miss  Curtis  (late  Sister 
Colston),  and  Miss  Skillman  (late  Sister  Hope)  were 
present.  It  was  a  simple  and  impressive  service 
between  the  old  walls,  in  memory  of  a  simple  sweet 
soul  who  served  the  Hospital  loyally  and  well  for  many 
years.  B.  K. 


The  death  of  Miss  Volta  Billing,  Matron  of  the 
Torbay  Hospital,  Torquay,  from  1910-1916,  when  she 
went  to  a  military  hospital,  subsequently  serving 
in  Salonica  until  after  the  Armistice.  She  returned 
with  undermined  health,  and  relinquished  her  position 
at  Torbay  Hospital.  She  passed  away  at  the  South 
Eden  Nursing  Home,  Paignton,  and  was  buried  at 
Upton  Church,  the  funeral  being  attended  by  a  very 
represeiitative  gathering  of  nurses,  medical  practi- 
tioners, members  of  the  board  of  management  of  the 
Torbay  Hospital,  and  of  the  public. 

SCOTTISH    BOARD  OF   HEALTH. 

EXAMINATION    OF    NURSES. 

On  November  7th  and  subsequent  days,  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health  held  an  examination  for  the  certifica- 
tion of  trained  sick  nurses  and  of  trained  fever  nurses. 
The  examination  was  held  at  Glasgow,  Edinburgh, 
Dundee,  and  Aberdeen.  The  examiners  were  Professor 
Glaister,  the  University,  Glasgow ;  Dr.  Ker,  City 
Hospital,  Edinburgh  ;  Dr.  Johnston,  Stobhill  Hospital, 
Glasgow  ;  and  Dr.  Robertson,  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Edinburgh — who  were  assisted  in  the 
practical  part  of  the  examination  by  Miss  Merchant 
(Matron  of  Stobhill  Hospital,  Glasgow),  and  by  Miss 
Clark   (Matron  of  King's  Cross  Hospital,  Dundee). 

The  subjects  of  examination  were  Elementary 
Anatomy  and  Physiology ;  Hygiene  and  Dietetics ; 
Medical  and  Surgical  Nursing ;  Midwifery  (for  Poor 
Law  and  General  trained  nurses  only)  ;  and  Infectious 
Diseases  (for  Fever  trained  nurses  only). 

In  all  forty-seven  candidates  presented  themselves 
for  examination,  with  the  following  results  : — • 

In  Anatomy  and  Physiology.- — -Twelve  nurses  exam- 
ined.    Five  obtained  a  simple  pass,  seven  failed. 

In  Hygiene  and  Dietetics. — Eight  nurses  examined. 
Four  obtained  a  simple  pass  and  four  failed. 

In  Medical  and  Surgical  Nursing  (for  Poor  Law  and 
General  trained  nurses) .^ — -Fifteen  nurses  examined. 
Fourteen  obtained  a  simple  pass  and  one  failed. 

In  Medical  and  Surgical  Nursing  (for  Fever  trained 
nurses). — Eighteen  nurses  examined.  Eleven  obtained 
a  simple  pass  and  seven  failed. 

In  Midwifery. — Nine  nurses  examined.  Seven  ob- 
tained a  simple  pass  and  two  failed. 

In  Infectious  Diseases. — Seven  nurses  examined. 
All  obtained  a  simple  pass. 

Certificate  of  Efficiency  Granted  by 
THE  Board. 
Thirty-two   candidates    have    now   completed    the 
examination,  and,  subject  to  the  completion  of  three 
years'  training  in  hospital  to  the  satisfaction  of   the 
Scottish   Board  of   Health   are   entitled   to   the   Cer- 
tificate  of   Efficiency  granted  by  the  Board. 
Certificate  in  General  Nursing. — Seventeen. 
Certificate  in   Fever  Nursing. — Fifteen. 


A   NOTE  FROM   OUR  MISS   DOCK. 

INTERNATIONAL     SYMPATHY. 

Dear  British  Journal  of  Nursing, — This 
morning  I  w^as  amused  to  read  the  little  wail 
about  myself  in  your  last  issue,  written  by  a  very 
good  friend,  who  would  like  to  keep  me  sitting 
at  a  desk  in  a  little  office  in  New  York — and  I  must 
confess  that's  the  very  last  thing  I  would  do  if 
I  could  choose. 

I  am  not  really  living  in  a  little  country  village — 
that  would  seem  dull  after  New  York.  It  is  only 
the  post  office.  I  live  in  a  wild  and  unspoiled 
mountain,  or  "  hill  country,"  very  lovely,  and 
close  to  good  roads. 

I  have  a  demurrer  to  enter  about  my  mind. 
I  am  sure  it  is  commonplace.  If  I  have  any 
"  rare  "  attribute,  it  is  my  international  sym- 
pathy rather  than  my  mind.  Yet  if  I  were  to 
mention  the  special  objects  on  which  this  sym- 
pathy dwells  just  now  I  should  scandalize  the 
B.J.N,  and  most  of  its  readers.  So  I  will  keep 
still,  or  merely  say,  the  Labour  Movement  as  being 
basic  to  everything  else. 

Occasionally  I  climb  down  from  the  mountain 
and  do  something  citified.  For  instance,  last  week 
I  went  to  Washington  and  spent  a  day  at  the 
meetings  of  the  National  Woman's  Party  (they 
have  just  adopted  an  uncompromising  demand 
for  total  legal  equity  with  men,  sweeping  away 
all  the  remnants  of  the  old  Common  Law  and  stiU 
older  Canon  Law)  ;  then  I  took  part  in  a  demon- 
stration, picketing  the  White  House  with  banners 
demanding  Amnesty  for  all  Political  Prisoners 
(c.o.'s  and  labour  men,  and  real  Christians  thrust 
into  prison  during  the  war  for  their  opinions,  and 
still  there) — that  is  what  the  war  did  to  us  and 
why  many  of  us  say  that  we  lost  the  war  ;  and  then 
the  next  day  I  spent  at  the  Red  Cross,  correcting 
proofs  of  the  "  History  of  Red  Cross  Nursing." 
It  will  be  out  in  a  few  weeks  ;  the  page  proofs  are 
almost  done.  It  will  look  something  like  Wells' 
"  History  of  the  World,"  and  is  quite  as  long, 
I  think  !  I  hope  you  v/ill  think  it  interesting. 
We  have  been  at  work  on  it  for  four  years.  My 
part  was  done  long  ago,  but  the  Red  Cross  workers 
have  so  many  and  frightful  interruptions  (always 
more  wars  and  atrocities),  that  they  have  only 
come  through  their  chapters  now.  I  wish  that 
nurses  the  world  over  would  declare  against 
war  !  I  have  always  hated  war,  and  now  I  belong 
to  every  anti-militaristic  group.  If  there  could  be, 
outside  of  an  asjdum  for  the  violently  insane, 
anj'  more  terrible  exhibition  of  destructive  insanity 
than  that  exhibition  of  the  European  nations 
slaughtering  each  other  and  destroying  each  other's 
prosperity,  ^  for  no  reason  except  kerosene  oil, 
and  surely  to  no  purpose  except  that  of  showing 
the  people  of  Asia  and  Africa  how  it  is  done, 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  anyone  tell  me  what  they 
think  would  be  worse.  Are  we  not  all  still  idolaters, 
worshipping  Moloch  ?  This  is  the  moral  of  the 
war-nursing  story. 


Yours  as  ever. 


L.  L.  Dock. 
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OUR     FOREIGN    LETTfR. 


Allerseelen,  1922. 

Lay  by  my  side  your  bunch  of  purple  heather. 
The  last  red  asters  of  an  Autumn  day. 
And  let  us  sit  and  talk  of  Love  together 
As  once  in  May 

Give  me  your  hand,  that  I  may  press  it  gently 
And  if  the  others  see  what  matter  they  ? 
Look  in  mine  eyes  with  your  sweet  eyes  intently 
As  once  in  May. 

On  every  grave  are  flowers  all  red  and  golden. 
In  Death's  dark  valley  this  is  Holy  Day, 
Come  to  my  heart  and  let  my  arms  enfold  you 
As  once  in  Ma  v." 


On  one  of  those  lovely  mornings  we  sometimes 
get  in  November — it  was  in  fact  "  Le  jour  des 
Morts,"  the  second  of  the  month — I  was  wan- 
dering around  Passy  when  my  footsteps  led  me 
to  the  cemetery,  where  often  as  a  schoolgirl  I 
spent  many  a  quiet  hour  reading  the  beautiful 
epitaphs  on  the  graves  of  those  who  have  long 
since  "  passed  over."  but  whose  names  are  im- 
mortal. In  this  cemetery  is  the  imposing  Mauso- 
leum of  the  lovely  and  talented  young  Russian 
Artist,  Marie  Baskirtsefif,  whose  "  Journal  "  no 
doubt  many  of  you  have  laughed  and  wept  over. 
Never  once  during  those  many  visits  did  I  find 
anyone  near  this  tomb,  unless  it  were  some 
"  foreigner  "  like  myself ;  always  the  door  was 
locked,  until  the  day  of  which  I  write,  when,  to  my 
surprise,  I  found  it  wide  open.  I  had  in  my  hands 
a  large  bunch  of  deep  red  chrysanthemums  mixed 
with  purple  heather,  and  I  thought  :  I  will  lay 
these  on  the  loneliest  grave  where  perhaps  no 
friends  or  relatives  are  able  to  come,  this  for  the 
sake  of  one  most  dear  to  me,  who,  many  years  ago, 
very  shortly  after  singing  the  beautiful  song 
"  Allerseelen  "  died  quite  suddenly.  Though  her 
grave  was  far  away  in  England  I  have  never  felt 
her  presence  nearer  than  on  that  day  in  Passy. 
The  sun  was  glistening  on  all  these  "  quiet  resting- 
places,"  little  birds  were  singing  softly,  and 
numerous  groups  of  visitors  were  decorating  their 
little  sacred  gardens — their  "  plot  of  land  "  in 
"  God's  acre  "■ — with  bright  gay  blossoms  ;  and 
as  I  watched  them  there  came  to  my  mind  many 
wonderful  and  comforting  words  :  ' '  The  righteous 
shaU  blossom  as  a  lily,  they  shall  bloom  eternally  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord  "  ;  for  :  "  There  is  no 
Death,  what  seems  so  is  transition,"  for  what  is 
Death  ?  "  It  is  but  life  renewed  and  purified." 
Death  ?  Why  it  is  "  the  Gate  of  Life."  And  I 
thought  and  thought  of  many  things,  always  the 
flowers  still  in  my  hands.  Oh  the  sunshine,  the 
brightness  of  that  still  November  morning  !  Not 
a  touch  of  sadness  anywhere.  So  it  seemed  till  I 
again  drew  near  to  Marie's  tombeau.  There  at  the 
open  door  stood  an  elderly  woman  in  mourning 
garb,  her  dress  turned  up  round  her  waist,  a  brush 
and  dust-pan  in  her  hands,  and  the  tears  rolling 
slowly  down  her  cheeks,   very  sad,   flushed  and 


tired  with  her  work  of  sweeping  and  dusting  the 
interior  of  the  Mausoleum.  She  looked  at  me 
and  at  my  flowers  ;  then,  in  French  :  "  You  knew 
her  perhaps.  Mademoiselle  ?  You  have  read  her 
'  Journal '  ?  But  you  must  not  believe  it  all, 
for  she  was  the  best  child  in  the  world  ;  but  come 
in."  And  I  passed  into  the  "  Chapelle  "  and 
down  into  the  Crypt.  "  Now,"  she  said,  taking 
the  flowers  from  my  hands,  "  we  will  lay  them  on 
her  heart,  je  suis  sa  mere,  and  my  heart  is  broken. 
Oh,  my  dear  little  Marie,  only  twenty-four  years 
you  had,  and  you  are  dead,  alas  !  " 

This  woman  with  the  tears,  the  sweeping  brush 
and  dust-pan  was  the  Countess  Bashkirtseff,  la 
mire  de  Marie  the  Artist.  .  .  . 


P.S. — To  Nurses  :  My  letter  is  a  little  late,  but 
it  is  written  in  November,  the  month  which  since 
the  War  contains  two  days  of  "  Remembrance  "  of 
those  "  we  have  loved  long  since  and  lost  awhile." 

I  want  you  all,  so  much,  to  realise  more  than 
ever  "  there  is  sweetness  in  Remembrance,"  and 
that  "  Death  is  but  a  Swing-door."  Think  of  it  ! 
They  in  the  Unseen  World  are  really  not  separated 
from  us  at  all.  Believe  this,  and  you  will  feel  your 
"  dear  dead  "  nearer  to  you  than  ever,  for  they 
have  passed  from  Death  to  Life  Eternal.     And  : 

"  Soon  our  task  shall  be  completed — 
Soon  THEIR  footsteps  we  shall  follow. 
To  the  islands  of  the   Blessed, 
To  the  Land  that  is  Hereafter." 

Sister  Marie. 


CHRISTMAS    GIFTS. 

A  gift  which  is  always  sure  to  be  acceptable  is 
a  box  of  high  grade  chocolates,  and  these  are 
secured  if  those  supphed  by  Messrs.  Cadbury  Bros., 
Ltd.,  Bournville,  near  Birmingham,  are  purchased. 
These  chocolates  are  manufactured  under  clean 
and  healthy  conditions  in  the  garden-village  at 
Bournville,  where  every  consideration  is  given  to 
promote  cleanliness,  and  the  good  health  of  the 
workers,  conditions  which  contribute  in  no  small 
degree  to  ideal  productions. 

Amongst  the  products  of  this  famous  firm  are 
King  George  Chocolates,  Prince  of  Wales  Choco- 
lates, and  Carnival  Chocolates  put  up  in  half- 
pound  boxes,  attractive,  wholesome  and  dehcious. 
More  modest  in  size,  but  also  attractively  presented 
are  the  purple  cases  with  gold  lettering  of  Cadbury's 
Dairy  ^lilk  Chocolate  Neapolitans,  and  the  gay 
crimson  cases,  also  with  gold  lettering  of  Bourne- 
ville  Chocolate,  costing  6d.  each. 

More  useful,  but  very  welcome,  is  the  Bourn- 
ville Cocoa,  the  quarter-pound  tins|being  very 
handy.  A  cup  of  well-made  cocoa  is  excellent  on 
returning  home  after  a  theatre  or  dance,  especially 
if  the  Cocoa  is  "  Bournville." 

Do  not  forget  that  Ex-Service  men  in  the  streets 
seU  Cadbury's  specialities,  and  make  your  pur- 
chases from  them,  rather  than  from  the  various 
"  Stores." 


394 


Zbc  356ritt0b  3ournal  of  IRurstn^.     December  i6,  1922 


GARROULO'S  CHRISTMAS  BAZAAR. 

A  Mecca  in  the  West-End  of  London  for 
children  and  those  seeking  to  find  gifts  for 
them  at  Christmastide  is  Garrould's  Christmas 
Bazaar.  Here  we  may  be  sure  of  finding  old 
favourites  ;  and  here,  year  by  year,  new  attrac- 
tions are  added.  For  the  furnishing  of  the  Christ- 
mas tree,  there  is  pretty  tinsel,  coloured  candles 
and  sconces,  strings  of  bright  coloured  balls,  stars, 
fruits,  and  other  things,  which  make  a  tree  a  thing 
of  beauty.  And  who  could  fail  to  fall  in  love  with 
the  most  perfect  Father  Christmas  priced  at  the 
modest  sum  of  2S.  iifd.  ? 

Dolls  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  beginning  at  2d.  each  ; 
but  those  of  any  size  open  and  shut  their  eyes, 
as  all  dolls  should.  Then  there  are  the  most 
delightful  animals  which  run  along  on  wheels. 
A  donkey  which  nods  its  head,  ridden  by  a  small 
boy  ;  a  little  girl  perched  on  the  top  of  a  St. 
Bernard  dog  ;  Red  Riding  Hood  on  the  back  of 
a  wolf ;  and  many  others  equally  fascinating. 
The  railroad,  on  which  a  train  skilfully  speeds  its 
way ;  milk  carts  with  cans  complete  ;  boxes 
of  tools  for  older  boys  ;  and  stockings  stuffed 
with  toys  of  all  sorts.  Tom  Smith's  crackers, 
from  IS.  6d.  a  box ;  a  delightful  safety  rocking- 
horse — are  some  of  the  charms  of  this  bazaar.  We 
advise  all  and  sundry  who  wish  to  spend  money 
in  trimming  Christmas  trees,  and  on  toys  for 
Christmas  festivities,  not  to  miss  visiting  this 
popular  rendezvous  at  150,  Edgware  Road,  W. 


BOOK    OF    THE    WEEK. 


GOSPO. 


With  Christmas  upon  us  every  hospital  official, 
Matron,  Sister,  Domestic  Superintendent,  is  con- 
cerned to  ensure  that  the  normal  spotlessness  shall 
be  just  a  trifle  more  radiant. 

To  assist  in  attaining  this  end  Gospo,  the  Anti- 
septic British  Cleanser,  a  light  powder,  supplied 
by  Gospo,  Ltd.,  contractors  to  H.M.  Government, 
will  be  found  a  most  satisfactory  agent.  Marble 
floors,  mosaic,  terrazzo,  linoleum,  tiles,  stone  floors, 
rubber  floors,  and  terra-cotta  all  respond  to  treat- 
ment with  Gospo,  and  a  special  advantage  is  that 
it  contains  no  animal  fat  or  injurious  acids ; 
nevertheless,  it  eradicates  grease  and  dirt,  and 
leaves  floors  brighter  and  entirely  non-slippery. 

GosPO  is  excellent  for  general  household  cleaning, 
as  well  as  for  cleansing  kitchen  utensils,  sinks, 
gas  stoves,  &c.  We  commend  it  to  the  attention 
of  our  readers. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

December  15th. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales  :  Monthly  Meeting,  Ministry 
of  Health,  Whitehall,   S.W.i.     2.30  p.m. 

December  i6th. — Meeting  Central  Committee  for 
the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  431,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.     3  p.m. 

December  25th. — Christmas  Day.  Hospital 
Festivities. 


THKEE    WORLDS.* 

"  Where  your  treasure  is  there  will  your  heart 
be  also,"  and  it  is  inevitable  that  when  so  many 
of  the  nearest  and  dearest  of  the  present  generation 
have  passed  on,  taken  from  us  not  in  the  natural 
course  of  events,  their  span  of  life  completed,  but 
full  of  youth  and  vigour,  that  many  should  think 
deeply  on  the  life  going  on  beyond  "the  gates 
ajar,"  and  that  they  should  pass  on  to  others 
thoughts  which  have  comforted  themselves. 

"Three  Worlds,"  by  Mrs.  Grifiiths— a  certifi- 
cated nurse  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Lon- 
don, and  a  member  of  its  Nurses'  League — is  a 
story  of  the  life  beyond  the  grave.  In  her  Fore- 
word Mrs.   Grifiiths  says  : — 

"  When  a  key  will  open  a  door  it  is  not  necessary 
to  pick  the  lock  to  pieces  in  order  to  be  sure  that 
one  has  the  right  key,  and,  when  a  theory  fits  with 
such  facts  as  we  have,  it  is  at  least  an  argument 
in  favour  of  its  being  the  right  theory." 
The  story  opens  in  a  hospital  in  France  : — 
"  From  the  time  when  the  summons  reaKAed  him 
it  took  Maurice  Macrae  twelve  hours  to  reach  the 
hospital  where  Sylvia  Graham,  the  young  V.A.D. 
nurse  to  whom  he  was  betrothed,  lay  dying.  To 
him  it  seemed  an  eternity,  that  it  would  never 
pass,  that  he  would  be  too  late  to  see  her  again 
alive.  They  had  parted  a  fortnight  before,  he  to 
go  to  the  front  line  trenches,  she  to  remain  in  the 
comparative  securit}'  of  the  base  hospital ;  they  had 
parted,  knowing  that  at  any  moment  death  might 
separate  them,  yet  it  had  not  been  in  either  of  their 
minds  that  she  might  be  taken  and  he  left. 

"  Yet  so  it  was.  A  bomb  had  fallen  on  the 
hospital,  there  had  been  many  casualties,  and  of 
those  who  escaped  death  she  was  the  most 
seriously  injured." 

Captain  Macrae,  a  young  army  doctor,  reached 
her  in  time.  In  time  for  them  to  seal  the  troth 
they  had  plighted  with  the  marriage  vow,  in  time, 
as  was  inevitable,  for  them  to  speak  of  a  future 
life.  He  to  admit  he  had  never  believed  in  it.  She 
to  say  :  "  Maurice,  my  body  is  dying,  half  of  it  is 
dead  already,  but  I  am  alive.  There  is  something 
in  me  that  is  more  alive  than  it  has  ever  been,  and 
that  is  going  to  go  on  living.  I  don't  just  hope 
this,  I  am  absolutely  sure." 

"  God  grant  that  you  may  be  right!  "  he  cried. 
"  But,  oh  !  if  it  is  indeed  so,  come  back  and  tell 
me.  If  there  is  a  future  life  for  all  of  us,  make 
me  know  it  without  any  possibility  of  a  doubt." 

Then  came  last  messages  for  Aunt  Jessica — 
narrow,  intolerant,  disliking  Maurice  Macrae,  but 
in  her  way  devoted  to  Sylvia,  whom  she  had 
brought  up  and  who  returned  her  love.  Sylvia  also 
bid  her  husband,  if  he  returned  to  England,  to  go 
and  see  her  Uncle  Tom.  "  He  is  a  doctor,  and 
such  a  nice  man.  He  is  no  relation  to  Aunt 
Tessica — she  is  mother's  sister,  and  he  is  father's, 
brother.'' 


*  By  Isabel  Griffiths.    (Arthur  H.  Stockwell,  29^ 
Ludgate  Hill,  E.G.  4.) 
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Three  months  after  Sylvia's  death,  Maurice 
Macrae  was  back  in  the  hospital  where  they  had 
first  met.  This  time  a  patient,  seriously  wounded 
»nd  blind.  Here  it  was  that  her  Uncle  Tom  came 
to  see  him,  whom  the  Sister  told  "  his  eyes  are 
quite  gone,  his  lungs  are  injured,  and  we  are 
afraid  of  septic  pneumonia,  but  so  far  that  has  not 
supervened." 

To  Maurice  in  his  grief  and  hopelessness  Uncle 
Tom  comes  with  a  message  of  hope. 

"  Then,"  said  Maurice,  "  your  belief  is  that  after 
death  we  shall  find  ourselves  alive  upon  another 
planet.     Well,  I  hope  it  may  be  true." 

"  Why  should  it  not  be  true?"  said  Dr.  Graham. 
"  There  are  men  and  women  who  are  looking  for 
a  new  revelation,  a  new  teacher,  but  what  I  am 
hoping  for  is  a  new  truth,  and  I  am  looking  for 
it,  not  through  any  mystical  revelation,  but 
through  scientific  discovery.  I  believe  the  time  is 
coming  when  we  shall  get  wireless  messages 
through  from  Mars  and  Jupiter,  and  shall  learn 
from  them  that  those  who  are  living  there  are  the 
men  and  women  whom  we  have  known  upon  earth, 
and  that  they  are  thinking  our  thoughts  and 
speaking  our  language." 

The  dreaded  pneumonia  supervened,  and  it  is 
with  the  life  of  Maurice  and  S)'lvia  beyond  the 
grave  that  the  book  is  chiefly  concerned. 

"  Maurice,  waking  from  what  seemed  to  have 
been  a  horrible  nightmare,  found  that  he  could  see. 
At  first  this  seemed  quite  natural ;  he  lay  quietly, 
without  moving.  .  .  .  Truly  the  light  is  sweet,"  he 
thought,  and  as  the  thought  passed  through  his 
mind  he  remembered. 

"  Turning  towards  the  window  he  saw  a  girl  in 
a  white  gown  coming  towards  him,  with  out- 
stretched arms,  and  swift  eager  steps.  She  had 
seen  him  move,  she  was  coming  to  him,  in  her 
eyes  a  light  of  love  such  as  mortal  eyes  had  never 
known.  And  she  was  real,  his  ov^-n,  his  Sylvia ; 
her  arms  were  thrown  round  him,  her  kisses  were 
on  his  lips.  He  had  passed  through  death  to  the 
other  side,  he  was  with  her  again." 

As  "  Uncle  Tom  "  had  surmised,  they  were  on 
Jupiter,  and  in  answer  to  Maurice's  question. 
•' \\Tiy  did  I  come  straight  to  you?"  Sylvia  told 
him  "  That  is  how  it  always  happens,  darling. 
Everyone  comes  to  his  best  beloved.  As  gravita- 
tion rules  matter,  so  love  rules  the  soul,  and  on  its 
last  dying  thought  of  its  dearest  one  the  soul  wings 
its  way  to  eternity." 

In  due  course  there  also  arrived  Aunt  Jessica, 
who  died  of  a  mortal  disease,  and  Uncle  Tom, 
killed  in  an  air-raid. 

The  third  world  is  Mars,  where  those  who  have 
not  profited  by  the  lessons  of  this  life  learn  sterner 
and  harder  ones  before  they  are  ready  to  pass  to 
Jupiter.  Among  these  was  James  Grant,  Aunt 
Jessica's  husband,  who  had  taken  his  own  life, 
but  who  eventually  finds  his  way  to  Jupiter. 

The  book  closes  with  the  nearness  of  the  Star 
which  shone  on  Bethlehem,  and  the  visit  of  the 
Master,  with  him  being  his  twelve  disciples.  And 
with  this  central  group,  upon  which  all  eyes  were 
turned,  was  a  little  company  of  those  whose  days 


in  that  world  were  completed,  and  who  were  now- 
ready  to  pass  on  to  a  yet  higher  life. 

"  They  passed  into  the  very  heart  of  the  bright- 
ness of  the  star,  and  it  seemed  as  if  a  cloud  of 
light  received  them  there,  hiding  them  from  the 
eyes  of  those  who  gazed.  Yet  still  they  watched, 
holding  their  breath  in  a  very  ecstasy  of  wonder, 
while  the  light  slowly  paled  and  faded.  Then  they 
returned  to  their  homes,  rejoicing  and  not  sorrow- 
ing for  those  who  had  gone  before." 

It  matters  not  whether  we  accept  all  of  Mrs. 
Griffiths'  theories.  The  book  is  a  careful,  well- 
balanced,  reverent,  study  of  a  subject  of  consuming 
interest  and  profound  importance.  As  such  we 
commend  it  to  our  readers.  P.  G.  Y. 

NATIONAL    COUNCIL    NEWS. 

^Ve  have  to  thank  Miss  Mabel  F.  Gra}',  Secretary  of 
the  Canadian  National  Association  of  Trained  Xurses 
for  the  list  of  the  Officers  and  Councillors  appointed  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  held  in  Edmon- 
ton, Alberta  :  Hon.  President,  Miss  Agnes  Sniveley, 
Toronto  ;  President,  Miss  Jean  Browne,  Toronto  ; 
First  Vice-President,  Miss  E.  I.  Johns,  Vancouver  • 
Second  Vice-President,  Miss  K.  Mathieson,  Toronto ; 
Treasurer,  Miss  Jean  Wilson,  Ottawa  ;  Secretary,  Miss 
Mabel  F.  Gray,  Regina  ;  Archivist,  Miss  M.  Hersey, 
Montreal ;  Councillors  were  appointed  for  British 
Columbia,  Alberta,  .Saskatchewan,  Manitoba,  Ontario, 
Quebec,  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Prince 
Edward  Island. 

Members  of  Leagues,  Please  Notice. 
Members  of  Nurses'  Leagues  associated  in  the 
National  Council  of  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  please  note  that  our  National  Council  is 
federated  with  the  International  Council  of  Nurses  ; 
and  that  our  International  Office  is  at  431,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.  Every  member  of  an  associated 
League  may  write  there  to  the  Hon.  Secretary'  Miss  B. 
Cutler  for  information  and  for  letters  of  introduction 
when  proceeding  to  any  of  the  King's  Dominions 
overseas,  excepting  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia, 
which  has  not  yet  entered  through  federation  the 
International  Council  of  Nurses. 


R.A.F.    NURSES    WHO    SAILED     FOR     IRAQ 

ON    H.M.T.S.    BRAEMAR   CASTLE    IN 

DECEMBER,      1922 

The  following  members  of  the  Royal  Air  Force 
Nursing  Service  embarked  on  H.M.T.S.  Braemar  Castle 
on  December  12th,  1922,  en  route  for  dutj-  in  the  Royal 
Air  Force  Hospitals  in  Iraq  : — 

Sisters. — Misses  M.  W.  Campbell,  C.  E.  Jenkins 
G.  Taylor,  W.  M.  Coulthurst,  N.  G.  Rees. 

Staff  Nurses.— Misses  G.  P.  Faulkner,  G.  E.  M. 
Clubb,  M.  G.  Wiseman,  A.  M.  Cosgrove,  M.  A.  Mac  Vicar 
G.  M.  Rutledge,  E.  Spensley,  E.  L.  M.  Graham,  E. 
Crozier,  P.  K.  Pearce,  A.  M.  Angus,  G.  R.  Jones,  C.  C. 
Kirkpatrick. 

»    ♦    » 

WORD    FOR    THE     WEEK. 

"  Time  was  when  men  asked  of  every  new 
comer :  '  What  are  your  credentials  ?  '  'Of 
what  fraternity  or  society  are  you  a  member  ?' 
But  to-day  we  are  asked  :  '  What  have  you  done  ?' 
'  What  are  you  doing  ?  '  and  '  What  are  your 
aims  ?  '  These  are  the  only  credentials  that 
count." — Dean  Noit. 
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LETTERS    TO    THE    EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A  BREACH  OF  CONTRACT  SHOULD  BE 
CONTESTED  IN  A  COURT  OF  LAW. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — As  one  deeply  interested  in 
nursing  questions,  may  I  state  with  reference  to 
your  comments  on  the  meeting  held  by  the  London 
Centre  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  to  discuss  the 
Rules  of  admission  of  existing  nurses  to  the  State 
Register,  the  Resolution  before  the  meeting  was 
forwarded  to  all  the  32  Centres  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  and  the  considered  opinion  of  all  the 
members  invited.  I  am  informed  the  replies  now 
being  received  are  in  agreement  with  the 
Resolution. 

The  object  of  the  London  Centre  in  bringing  up 
the  matter  for  discussion,  far  from  being  to  protect 
the  exceptional  woman,  whose  distinguished 
career  requires  no  protection  from  the  State,  was 
to  see  that  the  Act  of  191 9,  granting  registration 
to  the  nurses  of  the  country,  was  justly  interpreted, 
and  the  bona  fide  practising  nurses  protected. 
Surely  it  is  the  privilege  of  all  fully-qualified 
women  to  see  that  justice  is  done  to  those  bona  fide 
practising  nurses,  who,  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  are  not  now  considered  eligible  for  registra- 
tion. Since  the  Act  of  1919  demands  the  protec- 
tion of  the  bona  fide  practising  nurse,  the  first 
State  Register  does  not,  and  should  not,  set  the 
standard  of  qualification  for  registration,  this 
standard  wiU  be  set  later  by  the  Syllabus  of  training 
and  the  one  Portal  Examination. 
Yours  faithfully, 
Exhall,  Coventry.  Doris  M.  Creasy. 

[The  Nurses'  Registration  Act  was  not,  in  the 
first  instance,  passed  to  protect  unqualified  nurses, 
but  to  protect  the  public  from  inefficient  nurses, 
if  they  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  the  services 
of  women  who  have  undergone  the  "  prescribed 
training  "  and  possess  the  "  prescribed  experience 
in  the  nursing  of  the  sick,"  or  who  have  been 
admitted  to  the  Register  under  conditions  which 
appear  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales  to  be  "  satisfactory  for  the  purposes  of 
this  provision,"  as  the  Council  has  to  satisfy  itself 
that  they  have  "  adequate  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence of  the  nursing  of  the  sick." 

The  present  General  Nursing  Council  decided 
that  a  year's  training  in  a  General  Hospital  or  Poor 
Law  Infirmary,  and  subsequently  two  years' 
experience,  with  no  limitation  as  to  beds,  is  the 
very  lowest  standard  of  practical  efficiency  which 
it  could  recommend  as  providing  for  safe  attend- 
ance on  the  sick. 

Also,  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that 
during  the  thirty  years  that  the  passing  of  a 
Nurses'  Registration  Act  was  obstructed  by  the 


Nursing  Schools,  these  schools  had  compelled 
thousands  of  women  to  train  for  three  years  before 
certification,  no  doubt  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
in  adopting  the  one  year's  term  of  training  in 
addition  to  two  years'  practical  experience,  was 
actuated  by  a  sense  of  justice  to  the  thousands  of 
highly  qualified  women  who  had  given  three  years' 
service  at  infinitesimal  pay,  to  qualify  themselves 
as  safe  attendants  on  the  sick. 

The  campaign  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
to  depreciate  the  State  Register  of  Nurses 
is  only  one  more  evidence  of  the  danger  to 
nursing  standards  of  this  Company,  the  whole 
executive  power  of  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
laity,  the  medical  profession,  and  one  unregistered 
nurse. 

If  through  social  influence  this  minimum  re- 
quirement for  registration  on  the  State  Register 
is  annulled,  and  a  gross  breach  of  contract  made 
possible,  then,  our  opinion  is,  that  every  nurse 
who  has  paid  a  guinea  to  be  admitted  to  the 
Register  on  this  slight  protection,  has  a  right  of 
appeal  to  a  Court  of  Law  and,  failing  to  obtain 
justice,  to  have  her  guinea  returned,  and  to  demand 
that  her  name  shall  be  removed  from  a  list  con- 
taining the  names  of  totally  unqualified  persons. 

The  intense  jealousy,  and  apprehension  of 
financial  injury  to  the  College  Company,  can  be 
\vell  understood.  Intelligent  nurses  will  not  con- 
tinue to  register  with  a  Limited  Liability  Company 
when  Parliament  has  granted  to  the  Nurses  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  the  great  privilege  of 
registration  by  the  Statutory  Bodies  set  up  under 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Acts,  namely,  the  General 
Nursing  Councils  for  England  and  Wales,  Scot- 
land and  Ireland. — Ed.] 

GENERAL    NURSING     COUNCIL    FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam,— It  may  be  interesting  to  your 
readers  to  note  that  the  College  nominees  who 
were  elected  on  the  Scottish  Council  polled  alto- 
gether 9,898  votes,  and  the  Independents,  3,947 
votes.  As  these  figures  are  in  the  proportion  of 
13  to  5,  the  College  nominees  should  have  had 
6  or  7  seats,  and  the  Independents  2  or  3.  But 
the  adoption  of  the  bloc  system,  i.e.,  the  voter  being 
able  to  put  a  cross  to  as  many  candidates'  names 
as  there  are  seats  to  be  filled,  has  resulted  in  the 
majority  getting  all  the  seats,  and  the  minority 
having  no  representation  whatever. 

Such  a  result  would  have  been  impossible  under 
a  system  of  Proportional  Representation ;  and — 
as  we  pride  ourselves  in  these  days  in  being 
"  sporting  " — we  may  hope  that  nurses  will  show 
their  sportsmanship,  their  love  of  fair-play,  by 
seeing  to  it  that,  before  the  time  for  the  next 
election  comes  round,  a  juster  method  of  voting 
be  adopted.  If  not,  we  shall  continue  to  find  the 
minority  unrepresented,  even — in  the  English 
case — to  the  extent  of  keeping  off  the  Council  the 
most  persistent  and  earnest  worker  in  the  interest 
of  nurses  that  this  generation  has  seen,  the  editor 
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of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing.  Let  us 
hope  that  we  shall,  at  least,  be  spared  this  inde- 
hble  disgrace  ! 

Yours  faithfully, 
17.  Seagry  Road.        George  F.  Wates. 
Wanstead,  E.  11. 

CHAOTIC    MUDDLE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — If  the  matter  were  not  so  serious, 
I  should  liken  the  doings  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  (always  excluding  six  members),  to  a 
comic  opera  by  Gilbert  and  Sullivan.  The  lack  of 
knowledge,  and  of  a  sense  of  responsibility  to  the 
nurses  they  are  supposed  to  represent  is  amazing 
in  the  extreme.  The  office  appears  to  be  a  place 
of  prodigal  waste  of  the  nurses'  money  and  very 
inefficient  work.  As  things  are  at  the  present  time, 
I  consider  that  we  should  have  been  better  off 
without  the  Act.  I  received  my  voting  paper  late 
and,  like  many  others,  was  astonished  to  find 
that  the  Ballot  was  not  secret,  owing  to  the  identifica- 
tion number  ;  I  carefully  enquired  about  this, 
and  then  heard  of  the  chaotic  muddle  which  has 
made  it  necessary  to  cancel  the  election.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  questions  have  been  asked  in 
Parliament,  and  shall  look  forward  to  hearing  the 
replies.  Parliament  has  passed  the  Act  and  should, 
therefore,  see  that  it  is  properly  administered. 
I  am  ashamed  to  think  of  what  our  Colonies  and 
other  countries,  where  Registration  Acts  are  in 
force,  will  think  of  the  whole  disgraceful  business. 

13,  Colosseum  Terrace,  Beatrice  Kent, 

Regent's  Park. 

KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE, 

A  Bristol  Nurse. — "  Miss  Cowlin,  from  the 
College  of  Nursing,  has  been  speaking  in  support 
of  the  College  candidates  in  Bristol.  I  noted  she 
carefully  refrained  from  giving  any  credit  for  the 
passing  of  the  Registration  Acts  to  the  Central 
Committee  which  for  years  agitated  for  this  reform, 
and  whose  Bill  was  the  one  which  would  have 
passed  into  law  in  191 9  but  for  the  jealousy  of  the 
College,  which  blocked  it  in  the  House — a  most 
discreditable  policy.  Neither  did  Miss  Cowlin  say 
a  word  of  the  inefficient  record  of  the  College 
candidates  on  the  Council  standing  for  election. 
We  heard  nothing  of  Miss  Lloyd-Still  not  standing 
firm  for  the  Syllabus  of  general  training,  to  which 
we  nurses  have  a  right.  Nothing  of  Miss  Cox- 
Davies  proposing  to  sweep  away  the  record  of  our 
hard-won  Certificates  on  the  State  Register,  and 
thus  degrade  us  to  unqualified  women.  Nothing  of 
the  cowardly,  secret  attack  upon  Mrs.  Fenwick  at 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  ten  weeks'  strike. 
Nothing  of  Miss  Coulton's  mean  resolution,  designed 
to  remove  colleagues  from  office,  which  resulted  in 
handing  over  our  Committees  to  medical  and  lay 
Chairmen  and  consequent  muddle.  Nothing  of 
the  expenditure  of  close  on  ;^io,ooo  of  our  money 
and  no  Register,  no  uniform,  no  badge,  no  titular 
letters  after  our  names.  Nothing  of  the  inefficient 
system  set  up  by  the  College  candidate,  thrust  upon 
us  as  Registrar,  in  our  office.     To  hear  Miss  Cowlin 


you  would  have  thought  that  the  women  who  have 
backed  up  all  these  abuses,  voting  solid  against 
every  protest  and  suggestion  for  reform  by  the 
minority  on  the  Council — and,  with  one  exception, 
every  one  of  whom  has  been  boycotted  by  the 
College  Committee  on  its  hst — were  prodigies  of 
organisation  and  erudition.  It  would  be  interest- 
ing to  know  who  is  paying  the  expenses  of  Miss 
MacGregor  and  Miss  Cowlin  touring  the  country  in 
support  of  the  College  candidates.  Presumably 
they  are  being  met  out  of  the  income  received  from 
the  invested  ;^40,ooo  of  money  collected  in  our 
name — '  the  Nations'  Nurses  ' — and  handed  over 
to  the  College  Company  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Fund,  who  holds  the  dual  office  of  Chairman  of 
both  Societies  !  By  such  means  is  professional 
liberty  suppressed." 

REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

We  are  receiving  a  large  number  of  bitter  com- 
plaints from  Registered  Nurses — 

(i)  Because  nurses  who  have  paid  a  guinea  for 
Registration  in  1922  are  being  required  to  pay  the 
retention  fee  of  2S.  6d.,  although  the  Register  has 
never  been  published.  As  the  Register  was  to 
have  been  published  as  soon  after  July  ist,  1922, 
as  possible,  and  has  so  far  not  appeared,  we  have 
much  sympathy  with  our  correspondents,  especially 
as  the  Scottish  Council  has  not  claimed  the  reten- 
tion fee  this  year  as  the  Register  is  not  available. 

Moreover,  correspondents  complain  that  they 
receive  no  receipt  for  weeks,  if  ever,  for  these  half- 
crowns,  and  others  that  demands  are  constantly 
being  made  for  this  fee,  which  has  already  been 
paid. 

(2)  Because  of  the  mismanagement  of  the 
Election  of  nurse  representatives  and  wanting  to 
know  who  is  going  to  pay  the  hundreds  of  pounds 
it  must  have  cost. 

In  reply,  we  place  on  record  that  there  is  little 
hope  of  improvement  so  long  a^  the  few  nurse 
organisers  on  the  Council  are  excluded  frorti 
organising  their  own  office — which  is  now  conducted 
under  medical  direction — and  the  ignorant  inter- 
ference of  a  laywoman  who  knows  nothing  of 
clerical  or  nursing  organisation. 

We  would  add  that  we  largely  owe  this  discredit- 
able condition  of  management  to  Miss  Cox-Da  vies. 
Miss  Coulton,  and  other  College  colleagues,  who 
agreed  during  the  strike  to  remove  experts  from 
the  Standing  Committees,  and  proposed  medical 
and  lay  chairmen  both  to  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee— responsible  in  the  first  instance  for  the 
Election  fiasco — and  to  the  General  Purposes 
Committee — responsible  for  office  inefficiency. 
We  place  no  blame  on  the  present  clerical  staff. 
If  organised  on  an  up-to-date  business  system 
(as  it  should  have  been  from  the  first),  we  have 
no  doubt  the  officials  would  be  able  to  do  the  work 
satisfactorily,  as  they  are  evidently  anxious  to  do, 
but  they  have  not  had  a  chance,  under  existing 
arrangements,  to  make  good. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION    QUESTIONS. 

December  2^rd. — Describe  some  common  dis- 
orders of  the  nervous  system  and  their  nursing  care. 
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THe   Midivife. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES'  BOARD. 


EXAMINATION     PAPER, 

The  following  are  the  questions  set  at  the 
Examination  held  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
on  December  5th,  1922  : — 

1.  Describe  the  position  of  the  various  organs 
in  the  female  pelvis,  and,  if  you  are  able,  draw 

a  diagram  of  them. 

2.  How  do  you  recognise  in  a  breech  case  that 
the  arms  are  extended  ?  How  would  you  deliver 
them  and  the  after-coming  head  ? 

3.  What  special  care  should  be  taken  in  the  case 
of  an  infant  born  during  an  epidemic  of  small 
pox  ?     What  are  the  advantages  of  vaccination  ? 

4.  What  are  the  causes  of  delay  in  involution  of 
the  uterus  during  the  puerperium  ?  What 
symptoms  may  be  present  ? 

5.  Describe  in  detail  your  examination  of  a 
pregnant  woman  at  term.  What  conditions  may 
you  find  that  would  require  the  services  of  a 
registered  medical  practitioner  ?  What  are  your 
duties  under  the  Rules  of  the  Board  in  such 
conditions  ? 

6.  What  symptoms  does  cancer  of  the  womb 
give  rise  to  in  a  pregnant  woman  ?  If  you  have 
reason  to  suspect  the  presence  of  this  disease,  what 
is  your  duty  ? 

A  DEVOTED  FOSTER  MOTHER. 


The  devotion  of  the  Indian  ayah  to  her  small 
charges  is  well  known,  but  we  do  not  so  often  hear 
of  that  of  the  coloured  races  in  America,  and  it 
seems  worth  while  to  put  on  record  a  story  told 
in  "  My  Beloved  South,"  by  Mrs.  T.  P.  O'Connor, 
born  in  Texas,  and  saturated  in  its  history  and 
folk-lore. 

"  At  one  time  in  Texas  we  had — an  unusual 
thing  for  us — a  spell  of  terrible  unceasingly  hot 
weather.  The  sun  sank  to  rest  a  brazen  shield, 
leaving  the  earth  baked  and  cracked  like  a  pie- 
crust ;  it  rose  the  next  morning  a  blazing  eye  of 
unrelenting  fire,  and  continued  unbUnking  through- 
out the  long  day.  Old  people  died  from  exhaus- 
tion, middle-aged  people  suffered,  young  people 
were  excitable  and  impatient,  and  the  poor  httle 
children  were  simply  scorched  out  of  existence  by 
this  dreadful  tropical  weather. 

"  The  first  little  baby  of  a  young  cousin  of  mine, 
who  lived  on  the  adjoining  place,  was  taken 
suddenly  very  ill.  The  doctor  was  almost  hopeless 
about  the  child's  recovery,  and  said  it  depended 
on  a  change  in  the  weather.  The  young  mother, 
pale  and  wan  from  the  heat,  was  in  despair,  but 


the  negro  foster  mother,  a  strong,  vigorous  young 
woman,  said,  '  Ef  dat's  all  de  trouble ;  ef  its 
coolness  dat's  wanted,  I'se  gwine  to  save  dis  chile.' 
And  giving  orders  to  a  little  darkey  in  the  room, 
she  said,  '  Bring  me  a  bucket  of  cold  water,  and 
drop  it  deep  in  de  well.'  And  into  the  water  she 
dipped  a  wide  palm-leaf  fan,  and  began  slowly, 
evenly,  and  continually,  to  make  a  cool,  moist 
breeze  from  the  baby's  hot  head  to  his  little 
restless  feet. 

"  Except  to  nurse  him  she  never  stopped  the 
flail-like  movement  for  thirty-six  hours.  The  fan 
was  dipped  again  and  again  into  the  water,  and 
on  and  on  it  went  in  its  regularity  of  movement, 
keeping  down  the  fever,  and  letting  the  child  get 
an  occasional  hour  or  two  of  sleep. 

"  Late  in  the  evening  of  the  second  day  came 
a  merciful  thunder  storm.  The  heavens  were 
riven  with  hghtning,  and  peals  of  thunder  sounded 
like  heavy  artillery.  The  sky  opened  and  let  down, 
not  rain,  but  great  waterfalls  of  cooling  water. 
The  outsides  of  the  houses  were  washed  clean. 
The  cracks  of  the  baked  earth  were  filled  with  the 
blessed  fluid.  The  creeks  began  to  murmur,  and 
in  a  few  hours  the  dry  beds  of  streams  became 
roaring  torrents.  The  air  rapidly  cooled  and  the 
baby  was  out  of  danger,  but  when  his  black 
mammy  dropped  the  fan  her  arm  was  the  size  of 
a  human  leg  ;  the  muscles  stood  out,  swollen  and 
rigid,  and  her  hand  was  almost  paralysed.  The 
doctor  found  the  young  mother  smoothing  the  big 
swoUfen  hand,  and  crying  like  a  baby.  The  crisis 
was  passed  ;  for  the  first  time  in  weeks  the  child 
had  taken  notice  of  things  about  it,  and  was 
actually  hungry. 

"  '  Well,  Jemima,'  said  the  doctor,  picking  up 
the  fan,  '  the  youngster  owes  his  life  entirely  to 
you  and  this.' 

"  '  Why,  laws  a  mercy,  doctor,'  said  Jemima, 
with  a  shaky  laugh,  '  you  don't  spose  I  was  gwine 
to  let  my  chile  die  when  one  ob  dese  here  five-cent 
fans  could  save  him,  did  you  ?  Course,  I  wouldn't ! 
But  my  arm  feels  mighty  funny.  I  'spect  it  will 
all  pass  away,  though.'  And  it  did.  In  a  few 
days  Jemima's  strong  arm  was  normal  again,  and 
to-day  that  palm-leaf  fan  baby  is  a  flourishing  and 
brilliant  young  lawyer.  Now,  of  course,  science 
has  arranged  the  electric  fan  to  be  worked  by 
machinery,  but  in  those  days  cool  air  came 
from  love  and  service,  and  splendid  muscular 
strength." 

The  resourcefulness  and  devotion  to  duty  of  this 
"  black  mammy,"  who  knew  nothing  of  an  eight 
hours'  day,  could  not  be  exceeded  by  any  modern 
nurse,  and  indeed  we  must  never  forget  that  the 
traditions  of  unselfish  devotion  which  inspire  the 
best  nurses  are  their  heritage  from  a  great  company 
of  those  who,  without  the  advantages  of  the 
present  careful  and  thorough  training  given  to 
probationers,  yet  "  did  what  they  could." 
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EDITORIAL. 


A     MERRY     CHRISTMAS. 

Once  agfain  the  Christmas  season  bids 
"  Good  Christian  men  rejoice,"  and,  indeed, 
preparations  are  well  in  hand  for  celebrating-  it 
with  all  circumstance  and  honour.  There  is 
expectancy  in  the  air.  Expectancy  not  only  on 
the  part  of  the  children  but  on  that  of  adults, 
for  deep  g^raven  on  our  hearts  is  the  memory 
of  those  Christmases  when,  on  sea  and  land, 
our  sons  and  daug;-hters  braved  death  under 
various  gfuises;  when  merriment  was  im- 
possible, and  when  we  kept  the  feast  as  a  Holy 
Day  indeed,  but  shorn  of  the  accompanying- 
festivities  with  which  from  our  childhood  it  has 
been  so  happily  associated. 

Now,  once  more,  in  spite  of  depleted  purses, 
the  country  intends  to  have  a  merry  Christmas, 
and  to  all  our  readers,  comprising-  that  wide 
circle  at  home,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  whom  we  are  proud  to  call  our  friends, 
we  rig-ht  heartily  wish  all  the  happiness  that 
the  season  can  bring-  them. 

In  the  happiness  and  security  of  home  many 
families  will  for  a  brief  space  be  reunited. 
When  we  enjoy  this  happy  comradeship,  do 
not  let  us  forgfet  to  whom  we  owe  this  happi- 
ness and  secuirity — "  With  a  great  price 
obtained  I  this  freedom  " — and  just  across  the 
channel  thousands  upon  thousands  of  small 
white  crosses,  and  of  graves  with  simple  head- 
stones, testify  that  our  present  security  is  due 
to  the  valour  of  those  intrepid  men  who  loved 
not  their  lives  to  the  death,  but  offered  them 
up,  a  living-  sacrifice,  an  impregnable  wall  of 
flesh  against  a  hail  of  fire  from  machine  gnns, 
in  defence  of  home  and  Empire. 

But  there  are  others,  of  equal  valour,  whose 
fate  is  still  more  hard — the  maimed,  the  halt. 


the  blind,  who  have  returned  home,  broken  on 
the  wheel  of  fate  at  the  threshold  of  life,  who 
need  all  the  gratitude,  all  the  help,  with  which 
we  can  surround  them. 

And  yet  others — the  able-bodied' — those  who 
have  returned  to  the  country  where,  during  the 
years  of  war,  they  were  told  they  wouldi  find 
homes  fit  for  heroes  to  live  in,  and  work 
congenial  and  plentiful. 

And  now— we  meet  these  ex-Servioe  men, 
disheartened,  disillusioned,  having  the  will  but 
not  the  opportunity  to  work,  eking  out  a 
pittance  in  our  streets  by  selling  flowers, 
sweets,  bootlaces,  matches,  anything  and  every- 
thing by  which  they  can  earn  an  honest  penny 
— and  we  offer  them  our  poor  pence,  ashamed, 
yes  ashamed,  that  men  to  whom  we  owe  our 
security,  our  honour  and  our  lives,  should  be 
abroad  in  our  streets,  patient,  restrained, 
hoping  without  bitterness  for  the  better  times 
which  are  so  painfully  slow  in  coming",  reduced 
to  living  under  conditions  of  penury  and 
tragedy. 

Surely  no  one  who  has  the  least  perception 
of  what  those  years  of  war  entailed,  any  com- 
prehension of  their  great  deliverance,  or  grati- 
tude to  their  deliverers,  will  fail,  when  making 
arrangements  for  their  own  Christmas  happi- 
ness, to  search  out  one  or  more  out-of-work 
ex-Service  men,  and  see  to  it  that  the  warmth, 
the  glow,  the  happiness  of  Christmas  pene- 
trates their  consciousness  and  makes  them  feel 
that  the  nation  is  not  unmindful'  of  their 
patriotism.  If  we  cannot  do  this  i>ersonally, 
one  of  the  funds  or  societies  which  demonstrate 
to  these  men  that  they  are  "  not  forgotten  " 
will  gladly  act  as  our  almoners;  but  "  charity 
'begfins  at  home,"  and  the  personal  touch,  the 
personal  act  of  friendship,  are  incomparably 
better  than  "  organised  "  alms. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


In  offering-  g<x>d  wishes  for  a  Happy  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year  we  sipecially  wish  to  offer 
our  thanks  to  those  of  our  readers — real 
friends — who  have  during^  the  past  year  given 
us  their  warm  support,  by  active  help  in  the 
Journal  office,  and  for  their  kind  expressions 
of  sympathy  in  the  very  active  persiecution  to 
which  we  ha:ve  been  subjected  in  the  perform- 
ance of  our  public  and  professional  duty  on  the 
General  Nursing-  Council.  It  is  g-reatly  owing 
to  such  sympathy  that  we  have  been  able  to 
attend  every  one  of  the  thirty  meetings,  and 
without  exception  to  voice  the  rights  of  the 
nurses  under  their  Act  of  Parliament,  rightsi 
which  have  been  shamelessly  trifled  with  or 
ignored  by  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Council.  We  offer  thanks  the  more  heartily 
because  we  left  the  Council  Chamber  at  the 
end  of  its  term  as  fresh  and  unbroken  as  we 
entered  it  two  and  a  half  years  ag-o  full  of  hope 
and  goodwill. 

The  hope  and  goodwill  are  as  ardent  as 
ever,  and  whatever  policy  may  be  pursued  by 
those  appointed  to  govern  Reg-istered  Nurses 
— largely  without  their  consent  or  approval — 
our  services  may  be  relied  upon  in  support  of 
self-determination  and  freedom  for  the  noble 
profesision  we  love,  and  have  served  for 
upwards  of  forty  years. 


We  fear  in  this  busy  week  our  readers  may 
hardly  have  time  to  study  the  exhaustive 
Report  of  the  Meeting  held  on  December  15th 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council.  We  advise 
them  to  do  so,  and  to  realise  its  significance. 
The  most  important  items  are  :  (i)  The  failure 
of  the  Election  under  a  Medical  Dictatorship 
and  the  consequent  waste  of  money.  (2)  The 
recommendation  of  the  Education  Committee 
to  deprive  the  nurses  on  the  General  Register 
of  their  Rig-ht  to  a  "prescribed  scheme"  of 
Education  and  Training,  happily  out-voted. 
{3)  The  new  Rule  recommended  by  the  Reg-is- 
tration  Committee  making  it  possible  to  flood 
the  General  Part  of  the  Register  with  semi- 
trainedi  specialists,  V.A.D.'s  and  others;  and 
{4)  the  disfranchising-  of  802  nurses,  whose 
papers  are  in  order  and  who  have  conformed 
to  the  Rule  entitling-  them  to  Vote,  by  refusings 
to  consider  their  Applications  for  registration. 

And  ask  yourselves  if  it  is  possible  we  nurses 
are  enfranchised  citizens  living  in  the  twen- 
tieth century  !  

We  are  gflad  to  know  that  the  untiring-  work 
of  Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  Secretary  to  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,   for  all  its 


aims,    profesisional   and    benevolent,    have   met 
with  much  success  during-  the  past  year. 

The  beautiful  Club,  so  generously  con- 
ducted, has  met  with  much  appreciation,  and 
on  Christmas  Day  a  happy  company  will  no 
doubt  meet  round  the  hospitable  tables  at  the 
midday  Dinner.  Chrisitmas  at  194,  Queen's 
Gate,  is  sure  to  be  bright  and  homelike,  and 
we  wish  all  under  its  roof  a  merry  time. 


Miss  S.  J.  Cockrell,  R.R.C.,  Matron  of  the 
St.  Marylebone  Hospital,  St.  Charles's  Square, 
W^IO,  asks  us  to  notify  that  the  View  Day 
Party,  for  which  invitations  are  issued  by  Miss 
M.  E.  Broadbent  and  the  Hospital  Visiting- 
Committee,  will  take  place  on  Friday,  Decem- 
ber 29th,  from  3  to  6  p.m.  Misis  Cockrell  will 
be  pleased  to  see  all  St.  Marylebone  Trained 
Nurses,  and  desires  to  emphasise  the  date,  as 
the  party  this  year  is  on  Friday,  not  on 
Thursday,  as  in  past  years. 


We  reg^ret  to  note  from  the  report  presented 
at  the  .Annual  Meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Queen 
Victoria  District  Nursing  Association  that  the 
good  work  has  resulted  in  a  deficit  of  £7^8, 
for  which  bad  times  and  not  lack  of  sympathy 
is  responsible.  The  report  brings  right  home 
to  one  the  depths  of  misery  and  suffering  that 
unemployment  has  broug-ht  into  countless 
homes  in  Sheffield.  Nothing  could  be  more 
pitiable  than  the  story  told  by  Miss  Hancox, 
the  Superintendent — the  lack  of  food,  and  the 
miserable  and  crowded  housing  conditions 
soon  lower  the  powers  of  resistance  to  disease 
and  sickness,  and  it  is  the  experience  of  the 
Association  that  the  past  year  has  been  in 
some  ways  worse  than  during"  the  war. 

It  is  sad  to  learn  from  the  same  source  of 
sick  folk  who  have  to  be  nursed  in  the  kitchen, 
which  is  the  only  accommodation  the  family 
has.  One  of  the  district  nurses  visited  a 
mother  and  child  ill  with  pneumonia  after 
measles,  who  had  not  been  outside  the  kitchen 
for  six  weeks.  When  sick  people  have  to  be 
nursed  in  a  comfortless  room  like  that,  with 
the  rest  of  the  family  livings  in  it,  no  real  head- 
wav  in  their  cure  can  be  made. 


The  fight  of  the  nurses  to  save  life  in  these 
disheartening-  circumstances  is  a  heavy  and 
tiring^  work.  There  are  19  of  them,  and 
during  the  past  year  they  have  paid  62,294 
visits,  which  averages  roughly  ten  visits  a 
day  for  each  nurse,  with  no  weekly  holiday 
and  no  recog-nition  of  Sunday  rest.  Some  of 
the  cases  are  very  hard,  needing  frequent 
attention,  while  the  attendance  on  cancer 
patients  becomes  such  a  strain  for  the  nurse 
that  Miss  Hancox  pleaded  that  it  would  be  an 
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immense  help  to  have  an  extra  nurse  on   the 
staff  for  relief  duty. 

It  is  disquietening  to  learn  that  a  particu- 
larly bad  form  of  canc€r  is  responsible  for  one 
of  the  largest  sections  of  patients,  and  in  all 
the  districts  the  same  experience  is  met. 


Many  more  subscribers  would  be  welcomed. 
A  new  home  for  the  nurses  would  be  much 
appreciated.  The  present  house  in  Glossop 
Road  is  very  noisy,  and  after  an  exhausting 
day's  work  the  nurses  are  disturbed  by  the 
traffic.  A  quiet  house  with  a  nice  garden  is 
what  they  want,  and  what  all  will  agree  they 
richly  deserve. 

A  very  generous  donation  of  ;^i,ooo  has 
been  given  to  the  East  Suffolk  and  Ipswich 
Hospital  by  the  President  (Sir  Arthur  Church- 
man, Bart.,  M.P.).  The  money  is  to  be 
applied  towards  liquidating  the  debt  of  ;^5,ooo 
on  the  new  quarters  for  the  nursing  staff. 


Deputy-Surgeon-General  William  Garden 
Hoe,  of  Loran  Park,  Roscrea,  Tipperary,  and 
Shackenhursit,  West  Overcliffe  Drive,  Bourne- 
mouth, w^ho  served  in  the  Crimea  and  the 
Indian  Mutiny,  left  ;^i,ooo,  the  furniture  in 
her  room,  and  ;^5,ooo  for  the  purchase  of 
annuities,  to  his  nurse,  Miss  Annie  Alma 
Osmeath.  

Many  doctors  and  nurses  in  the  back-blocks 
of  Australia  are  now  ready  to  visit  their 
patients  by  aeroplane.  An  aerial  medicjil 
service  has  been  formed,  and  it  is  gradually 
extending  its  radius  of  operation  (writes  an 
Evening  News  representative). 

The  settler  who  has  taken  his  wife  to  the 

back-blocks  has  hitherto  had  to  pay  more  than 

;^50  motor-car  hire  for  a  doctor  when  a  baby 

lias    been    born.       Many    a    settler,     for    this 

reason,  prefers  to  leave  his  wife  in  a  town. 


'  The  aerial  medical  service  hopes  to  change 
all  this,  and  at  present  a  d<x:tor  and  a  nurse 
may  be  sent  by  aeroplane  from  at  least  six  air 
stations  in  scattered  districts,  where  already 
eight  nursing  homes  are  established. 

The  cost  will  be  covered  by  annual  subscrip- 
tion, and  will  not  be  prohibitive. 

It  is  hoped  that  within  a  year  or  two  this 
number  will  be  increased  to  20,  each  in  charge 
-of  an  Australian  matron,  who  will  receive  the 
patient  in  the  aerial  ambulance,  or  who  will 
supervise  the  dispatch  of  fully  qualified  mater- 
nity nurses. 

Thus  the  maternity  nurse  of  the  future  must 
be  ready  to  fly,  as  well  as  to  devote  herself  to 
the  service  of  the  patient. 


LEAGUE    NEWS. 

GLASGOW  ROYAL   INFIRMARY    NURSES' 
LEAGUE. 

We  propose  to  publish  the  official  account  of  the 
Annual  Reunion  Dinner  of  the  above  League  in 
our  next  issue. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  League,  which  has  a 
membership  of  272  in  its  first  year,  was  well 
attended,  and  was  held  in  the  beautiful  reception 
room  of  the  Trades'  House,  Glasgow,  an  hour 
before  the  Dinner. 

Miss  M.  Steuart  Donaldson,  the  Matron,  was  re- 
elected President ;  the  Hon.  Presidents  being  Mrs. 
Strong  and  Miss  Melrose,  who  between  them 
reigned  as  Matrons  for  a  period  of  36  years. 

The  Constitution  was  amended,  and  the  first 
number  of  the  League  Journal,  in  its  tasteful 
purple  cover — with  motto  "  Per  aspera  ad  astra  " 
on  the  title  page — was  eagerly  bought  by  members 
and  guests. 

Miss  Donaldson  remarked  that  this  first  issue 
of  the  Journal  must  not  be  looked  upon  either  as  a 
serious  literary  effort,  or  as  a  complete  record  of 
current  affairs  in  the  lives  of  the  past  or  present 
members  of  the  Nursing  Staff,  and  that  before  the 
next  issue  of  the  Journal  it  was  greatly  to  be 
hoped  that  a  small  Editorial  Committee  would  be 
formed  of  the  past  and  present  G.R.I.  Nurses  to 
collect  news  of  interest  to  everyone.  Opportunities 
should  be  given  for  contributions  from  far  and 
wide  and  the  "  Journal  "  should  become  a  "  live 
wire  "  connecting  members  working  all  over 
the  world. 

For  ourselves  we  consider  this  first  issue  a 
remarkable  one ;  the  letters  from  Mrs.  Strong 
and  Miss  Melrose  and  from  Dr.  James  MacFarlane, 
the  Chairman,  are  surely  calculated  to  inspire 
the  members  of  the  League  with  high  ideals  ;  and 
as  proof  of  the  standard  of  the  "  Journal  "  we 
re-publish  the  "  Open  Letter  to  the  Rising 
Generation,"  signed  "  M.S.D.,"  which  we  hope 
the  authoress  will  permit  republication  as  a 
leaflet  to  be  issued  by  the  National  Council  of 
Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  It  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  and  treasured  by  every  League 
member  affiliated  to  the  National  Council. 

OPEN  LETTER  TO  THE  RISING  GENERATION 
OF  GLASGOW   ROYAL  INFIRMARY  NURSES. 

Ardua    molimur :    sed    nulla,    nisi    ardua,    virtus. 
Dijjicilis  nostra  poscitur  arte  labor. 

Ovid,  Ars  Am  :  ii.  537,  8. 

We  sometimes  hear  used  in  a  kindly,  yet  some- 
what disparaging  sense,  the  words  Youthful  Ideals. 
They  seem  to  mean  something  fresh  and  fair, 
bright  with  innocence  and  honour,  but  not  made 
to  endure — a  dewy  morning  freshness — an  early 
vanishing  bloom.  But  be  you  sure  that  more  or 
less  latent  though  they  be,  many — aye,  very  many 
— of  the  resolves  which  have  made  men  great  and 
good,  and  given  them  a  place  in  the  history  of 
man,  and  a  crown  in  the  Hereafter,  have  been 
Youthful  Resolves.  As  Rabel,  the  philosopher, 
writes  :  "  The    future    comes    not    from    before   to 
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meet  us,  but  streams  up  from  behind  us  over  our 
heads." 

Will  you  bear  with  me,  as  one  whose  professional 
career  is  drawing  to  a  close,   if   1  remind  you  of 
your  golden  opportunities  in  this  your  great  School 
of  Nursing  and  of  the  treasures  which  are  yours? 
Opportunities,    as    you    know,    are    very    sensitive 
things  ;  if  you  slight  them  on  their  first  visit,  you 
seldom  see  them  again.    And  your  first  great  oppor- 
tunity is  to  be   found  in  the  course  of  study  laid 
down  for  you  during  your  training.     Now  the  study 
of  the  theory  of  your  profession,  if  it  be  carried  out 
with  thought  and  clearness,  with  energy  long  con- 
tinued and  persevering,   will  lead  on  and  up  from 
stage  to  stage,   till  you  reach  not  only  knowledge 
but  understanding.     This  knowledge  to  be  lasting 
must  be  real ;  you  must  not  bridge  over  to  your- 
selves difficulties  whether  little  or  great,  or  take  a 
leap  over  them,  leaving  a  part  behind  that  is  not 
sound  or  solid.     To  do  this  is  to  teach  yourselves 
to  make  mistakes ;  difficulties  are  the  very  things 
which  by  being  grappled  with  and  overcome  make 
your  minds  powerful  and  active.     But  in  truth  you 
must  remember,   the  effect  of  study  on  knowledge 
is  at  the  utmost  a  very  small  thing  when  compared 
with  its  effect  on  the  whole  character.     Knowledge 
at  its  best  will  vanish  away.     Even  the  world  itself 
dwarfs  it  in  the  distance  as  ages  go  by.     But  the 
effect  on  character  of  earnest,  persevering,  success- 
ful work  is  permanent.     It  has  the  seal  of  eternity. 
To  study  successfully  you  must  learn  to  think.    As 
you    go    through    life   you    will    find    that    original 
thought  is  the  only  f>ower  that  carries  weight  with 
others — I    do    not    mean    novel    thought,,  reaching 
things  which  have  never  been  grasped  before,  but 
original  thought  which  in  us  has  a  proper  birth- 
place and  development.     If  you  have  thought  out 
a    thing    for   yourself,    instead    of   receiving    it    at 
second  hand,   or  if  the  thought  infused  into  your 
mind  by  another  has  germinated  and  brought  forth 
fruit  which  is  distinctly  your  own,  how  much  more 
real,    substantial,    fixed   in    your   memory    is    that 
knowledge  than  any  other ;  how  much  more  effec- 
tive?    And  then,    having  gained  your  knowledge, 
you  must  seek  the  power  to  use  it.    Do  you  remem- 
ber the  words  of  our  great  English  philosopher  and 
great   Chancellor :    "  Simple   men   admire   studies, 
and  wise  men  use  them.     For  they  teach  not  their 
own  use,  but  that  there  is  a  wisdom  without  them 
and  above  them,  won  by  observation  "?    The  mind 
may  be  stored  with  facts,  and  with  true  theories, 
and  with  many  a  wise  observation,   but  after  all, 
it  is  the  working  of  the  mind  upon   itself  which 
renders  it  quick  at  remembering,  ready  at  using, 
lively  in  applying,  reserved  and  truthful  so  as  not 
to  misapply,  powerful  at  concentrating  its  powers 
to  solve  the  next  apparent  difficulty,  and  consider- 
ate and  judicious,  and  able  to  take  broad  views  in 
dealing  with  others. 

And  the  second  Great  Treasure  which  is  yours  in 
the  G.R.I,  is  the  treasure  of  Tradition.  Long  years 
ago,  when  many  of  you  were  not  )'et  born,  before 
the  solid,  beautiful  house  in  which  we  now  work 
existed,  there  were  those  at  work  creating  by  their 
genius  what  is  your  most  priceless  heritage  to-<lay. 


Tradition.  "  The  founding  of  a  good  Tradition  "' 
— how  those  words  ring  down  the  years.  However 
various  the  powers,  however  dissimilar  the  charac- 
ters of  those  far  distant  years,  all  had  one  work 
to  do  in  a  remarkable  degree — Tradition  they  had 
to  found  for  others  to  hand  on  and  modify,  debase 
or  exalt,  but  never  to  found  again.  Some  of  you 
will  already  have  learnt  here,  or  have  realised  in 
your  life  here,  that  this  and  that  evil,  or  baseness, 
or  meanness,  or  unkindness,  is  "  a  thing  not  to  . 
go  on  here  ";  if  that  be  so,  how  great  a  treasure 
for  you  is  Tradition.  How  you  will  uphold  what 
in  it  is  high,  strengthen  what  in  it  is  weak ;  know 
that  no  contribution  which  you  can  make  to  the 
brightness  or  beauty  or  honour  of  your  training- 
school  can  compare  to  what  you  may  do  for  its  - 
Tradition.  And  the  best  legacy  you  can  leave  us 
is  the  memory  of  good  examples ;  the  speaking  of 
earnest  words,  and,  above  ail,  the  doing,  when  you 
leave  us,  of  good  deeds. 

And  yet  another  Treasure  that  is  yours  is  the 
treasure  of  Association  —  Association  binding  the 
present  with  the  past.  How  wonderful  the  associa- 
tion created  for  all  and  shared  by  all  arising  out  of 
your  nearness  to  each  other,  through  your  being 
called  from  your  hoittes  and  associated  in  your 
School  of  Nursing.  You  have  seen  the  chemist 
pour  together  colourless  fluids,  you  have  seen  the 
tints  come  out,  you  have  seen  them  become  opaque, 
or  congeal  into  a  solid  mass.  So  characters — ^clear, 
transparent,  colourless  —  change  their  appearance 
and  their  properties  and  their  influences  when 
blended  together.  How  good  is  this  association 
which  teaches  us  to  live  happily  with  others,  to- 
appreciate  varieties  of  characters,  and  which  allows 
of  the  formation  of  those  glorious  eternal  friend- 
ships, which  are  among  the  most  precious  things 
of  life.  Your  School  of  Nursing,  like  all  such 
Institutions,  is  a  commemoration.  Like  all  other 
educational  institutions,  it  is  for  the  living;  it  is  of 
necessity  also  a  remembrance  of  the  dead.  Like 
all  others,  it  is  full  of  the  intense  vitality  of  the 
young ;  it  is  also  in  itself  a  noble  Mausoleum.  Like 
all  others,  its  daily  voice  is  "  Learn  how  to  live,"' 
but  from  it  arises  in  every  pause  of  that  living 
hum,  "  memento  mori." 

Are  not  such  associations  rich  in   power  to  bid  ' 
you  be  like-minded ;  to  rouse  us  all  to  self-sacrifice 
and  devotion,  to  make  us  think  it  a  duty  to  aim 
high,  to  seek  fullest  cultivation  of  our  powers,  "  to  • 
scorn  delights  and  live  laborious  days  "? 

Every  one  of  you  entered  on  your  training  here  - 
with  a  really  high  ideal.    Abandon  not  that  guiding  • 
star — part  not  lightly  with  your  ideal.     Pursue  it, 
knowing  that  in  so  doing  you  follow  after  Light, 
which  Light  is  fixed  in  a  sure  place  to  guide  you, 
shining  in  a  broad  clear  track  on  the  face  of  the  - 
sea,  shining  on  your  face  and  rejoicing  your  eyes 
with  its  beauty — not  a  Light  only,  but  a  Life,   a 
Breath,  a  Spirit  from  on  high.  j^    §_  j3_ 

Th6  Matron  of  the  Victoria  Hospital  for  Chil- 
dren   Chelsea    wdll  be  very  grateful  for  Gifts  for 
Christmas  and  also  for  Outgrown  Clothing  for  the- 
Babies  and  Children. 
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THE  GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


The  Thirtieth  Meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 

•Council  for  England  and  Wales  was  held  at  the 

Ministry  of   Health   on   Friday,    December    15  th, 

Sir    Wilmot     P.     Herringham,     K.C.M.G.,     C.B., 

M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Chairman  of  the  Council,  presiding. 

Minutes. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  confirmed. 

Miss  MacCallum  here  gave  notice,  as  the 
meetings  of  the  Council  were,  she  said,  apt  to  be 
•closed  down  rather  suddenly,  that  she  had  several 
matters  to  bring  up  under  "  Other  Business." 

In  connection  with  the  Epsom  Infirmary, 
which  was  referred  for  enquiry  at  the  last  meeting, 
the  Chairman  informed  Miss  MacCallum  that  no 
-answer  had  yet  been  received. 

Correspondence. 

Letter  from  the  Minister  of  Health  re 

Compilation  of  Register. 
The  Chairman  reported  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
irom  the  Minister  of  Health  informing  the  Council 
that  on  Tuesday,  December  5th,  he  had  given 
pubhc  notice  that  a  Register  of  Nurses  had  been 
compiled  under  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  and 
that  any  person  who,  not  being  a  person  duly 
registered  under  that  Act,  at  any  time  after  the 
expiration  of  three  months  from  that  date,  takes 
or  uses  the  name  or  title  of  a  Registered  Nurse,  is 
liable  to  the  penalties  mentioned  in  sub-section  (i) 
of  Section  8  of  the  Act. 

Letter  from  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

The  Chairman  also  reported  that  an  invitation 
had  been  received  from  the  Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute inviting  the  Council  to  appoint  representatives 
to  attend  the  Congress  to  be  held  in  Hull  by  the 
Institute  from  July  30th  to  August  4th,   1923. 

The  Chairman  asked  any  member  willing  to 
attend  to  notify  him. 

Letter   from    the   Minister  of  Health    re 
Syllabus  of  Education. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  enquired  if  the  letter  on  the 
General  Syllabus  addressed  to  the  Council  dated 
November  15th,  1922,  from  the  Minister  of  Health, 
and  referred  to  at  the  last  meeting  to  the  Education 
Committee  for  report,  could  be  considered,  as  it 
was  relevant  to  the  recommendations  made  by 
that  Committee,  and  had  not  been  commented 
upon  in  its  report  to  the  Council.  Mrs.  Fenwick 
moved  that  the  Council  should  proceed  to  consider 
the  communication  addressed  to  it  by  the  Minister. 

The  Chairman  said  that  Mrs.  Fenwick  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  bringing  up  the  question 
at  a  later  stage  on  the  Report  of  the  Education 
Committee. 

Statement  by  Chairman  re    Election   of  Direct 
Representatives  and  of  New  Council. 

The  Chairman  then  stated  that  the  members 
of  the  Council  appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
had  been  re-appointed  to  the  new  Council.     Also 


three  of  the  Direct  Representatives  — Miss  Seymour 
Yapp  (Poor  Law  Nurses),  Miss  S.  A.  Villi ers  (Fever 
Nurses),  and  Mr.  Stratton  (Male  Nurses) — had  been 
returned  unopposed. 

The  Council  were  aware  of  the  unfortunate 
occurrence  which  had  led  to  delay  in  the  Election, 
and  the  necessity  for  a  new  Election  in  the  case  of 
contested  seats.  The  balloting  papers  for  the 
General  Part  of  the  Register  had  been  put  in  the 
envelopes  for  the  nurses  on  the  Supplementary- 
Parts  of  the  Register  and  therefore  there  were  not 
sufficient  by  about  a  thousand.  The  place  for 
a  number  on  the  balloting  paper  was  also  inserted 
in  error. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that  the  prescribed 
scheme  for  the  Election  passed  by  the  Council  at  its 
last  meeting  had  no  such  provision.  When  was 
the  Scheme  approved  ? 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  signed  by  Sir  Arthur 
Boscawen. 

Miss  MacCallum  asked  when  the  Council  had 
agreed  that  the  work  should  be  done  by  an  outside 
firm. 

The  Chairman  said  he  acted  under  the  Rule 
giving  him  power  to  employ  the  necessary  sta£f. 

Miss  MacCallum  thought  that  Rule  referred 
to  the  work  of  registration. 

The  Chairman  said  he  did  not  propose  to  ask 
the  Council's  sanction  always  on  such  details. 
He  took  the  responsibility.  He  agreed  to  a 
suggestion  made  by  Miss  MacCallum  that  the 
balloting  papers  for  the  Supplementary  Registers 
should  be  on  paper  of  different  colours — those  for 
the  General  Register  being  white. 

The  Chairman  said  further  he  did  not  now 
know  whether  the  Finance  Committee  was  con- 
sulted. He  got  an  estimate  for  directing  the 
envelopes,  the  firm  employed  were  Messrs.  Smith, 
Darby  &  Welsh. 

Miss  MacCallum  inquired  who  were  responsible 
for  the  cost  entailed  by  the  mistakes. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  taken  legal  advice, 
and  had  consulted  the  Ministry.  The  results 
would  be  laid  before  him  as  Chairman. 

Miss  MacCallum  deplored  the  expense  of  a 
new  election  to  the  nurses,  and  the  waste  of  the 
nurses'  money.  One  nurse  had  told  her  that  she 
lived  for  a  week  on  tea  and  bread-and-butter  in 
order  to  save  the  guinea  for  her  registration. 

Miss  MacCallum  asked  who  inserted  the  place 
for  the  number  on  the  balloting  paper. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  inserted  in  error. 
The  printers  had  an  old  form  and  used  that  form 
as   copy. 

Miss  MacCallum  asked  who  was  responsible 
for  passing  the  proof. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  responsible.  He 
had  not  noticed  the  number  at  the  back  of  the 
paper. 

Miss  MacCallum  also  elicited  that  both  written 
and  verbal  directions  were  given  to  the  firm  direct- 
ing the  envelopes.  She  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  whole  of  the  clerical  work  should  be 
conducted  in  the  Council's  Office. 
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An  Unfounded  Accusation. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  asserted  that  it  was  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  Miss  MacCallum  that  the  ballot 
should  be  a  secret  one  that  the  work  was  given  to 
an  outside  firm. 

Miss  MacCallum  denied  this  statement,  and 
pointed  out  that  it  was  the  returned  ballot  paper, 
marked  with  the  signature  of  the  nurse  concerning 
which  it  was  necessary  to  preserve  secrecy,  and 
not  the  blank  ballot  paper  sent  out.  She  had 
never  proposed,  and  did  not  know,  that  the  clerical 
work  in  connection  with  the  Election  had  been 
entrusted  to  an  outside  firm. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  here  asked  the  Chairman 
to  enquire  from  a  gentleman  standing  at  the 
reporters'  table  what  paper  he  represented,  and 
why  he  was  standing  there.  The  gentleman 
replied  that  he  represented  the  National  Asylum 
Workers'  Magazine,  and  that  he  was  standing 
because  no  one  had  offered  him  a  chair. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  Council 
had  had  one  interregnum  of  ten  weeks'  duration 
during  which  the  business  of  the  Council  had 
been  held  up  ;  presumably  there  would  now  be 
another  before  the  new  Council  could  come  into 
office. 

The  Chairman  gave  the  date  of  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council  as  February  i6th. 

Miss  MacCallum  moved  : — ■ 

"  That  the  whole  of  the  clerical  work  in  connection 
with  the  forthcoming  Election  be  conducted  in  the 
Council's  Office,  by  the  Staff  responsible  to  the  Council, 
and  that  each  envelope  containing  a  ballot  paper  be 
ticked  off  by  responsible  officials." 

This  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
who  said  she  presumed  the  stafi  of  thirtj'^  were  still 
employed. 

The  Chairman  said  that  this  could  be  done  if 
other  work  was  held  up. 

Miss  Macdonald,  Miss  Cattell  and  Miss 
Cox  Davies  supported  the  Resolution  that  the 
work  should  be  done  in  the  Office. 

Dr.  Smedley  advocated  the  envelopes  being 
addressed  outside.  He  had  inspected  the  Office 
and  the  Staff  were  overcrowded  and  working  under 
adverse  conditions. 

Dr.  Goodall  wished  to  make  it  quite  clear  that 
if  the  addressing  were  done  in  the  Office  a  lot  of 
other  work  would  have  to  stop. 

Miss  Villiers  said  there  were  complaints  that 
nurses  who  were  registered  in  June  and  July  had 
not  yet  got  their  certificates.  If  the  work  was  so 
far  behind  did  another  week  or  two  matter  so  very 
much  to  allow  of  this  urgent  piece  of  business  being 
put  through  efficiently  ? 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  thought  that  on  the  whole 
the  Council  would  save  money  by  getting  the 
work  done  in  its  own  Office.  He  said  that  the 
money  would  come  out  of  the  general  funds.  He 
was  getting  tired  of  constantly  hearing  about  the 
"  Nurses'  Money."  The  nurses  were  getting  what 
they  believed  to  be  an  advantage  when  they  got 
Registration,  and  it  was  a  little  hard  when  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  wished  to  do  their  best  to  be 


told  they  must  not  do  this  or  that  because  it  was 
the  nurses'  money. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that  the  whole  of  the 
money  for  the  upkeep  of  the  Council's  work  was 
subscribed  by  the  nurses,  and  not  by  the  State, 
but  the  working  nurses'  representatives  had  been 
excluded  from  the  General  Purposes  Committee, 
so  that  they  had  little  power  over  expenditure. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  here  asked  whether  the 
motion  before  the  Council  was  Miss  MacCallum's 
motion  ;    if  so,  might  they  have  it  read  again  ? 

The  Chairman  said  Miss  MacCallum's  motion 
was  "  that  the  whole  of  the  clerical  work  should 
be  conducted  in  the  Council's  Office." 

Miss  Cox  Davies  moved,  and  Miss  Sparshott 
seconded,  an  amendment  to  insert  the  words 
"  with  the  exception  of  the  addressing  of  en- 
velopes." 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  the  risk  of  mis- 
takes would  still  be  run.  She  had  been  addressed 
as  a  spinster.     (Laughter.) 

The  amendment  was  then  put  to  the  meeting 
and  carried  by  12  votes  to  8. 

The  amended  resolution  was  then  put  as  a  sub- 
stantive motion,  and  carried  by  14  votes  to  5. 

On  representations  being  made  by  Mr.  Christian 
the  Chairman  agreed  that  on  the  voting  papers  for 
the  mental  representatives  the  spaces  for  the 
voters'  marks  should  be  left  at  the  end  of  the  line 
instead  of  the  beginning,  but  said  it  could  not  be 
done  in  the  other  sections. 

Miss  MacCallum  moved  that  "  full  21  days  be 
allowed  for  the  return  of  the  Ballot  Papers."  The 
Council  had  no  authority  to  disfranchise  any 
nurse.  The  very  large  majority  of  nurses  moved 
about,  in  which  case  their  letters  had  to  be  re- 
directed once,  and  often  twice. 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Macdonald. 

The  Chairman  said  he  could  only  allow  a  fort- 
night. The  Papers  could  be  sent  out  on  January 
loth  and  must  be  returned  by  the  24th,  It  took 
a  long  time  to  open  the  envelopes.  It  had  taken 
him  two  hours  to  open  500. 

Miss  MacCallum  expressed  astonishment  that 
the  envelopes  had  been  opened.  She  understood 
they  would  be  opened  in  the  presence  of  Assessors,, 
and  she  had  intended  to  be  present. 

Miss  Yapp  said  she  objected  to  Miss  MacCallunx 
being  present. 

Miss  MacCallum  replied  that  every  candidate 
had  this  right  under  the  Rules,  and  Miss  Yapp  had 
no  power  to  prevent  it. 

The  Chairman  here  said,  "  I  believe  this  Council 
is  partly  insane  " — (Loud  laughter,  in  which  the 
press  joined  heartily) — To  uncover  the  Identifi- 
cation envelope  did  not  affect  the  secrecy  of  the 
Ballot  Paper.* 

Mrs.  Fenwick  enquired  what  had  been  done 
with  the  spoiled  Ballot  Papers. 

*  This  may  be  so,  but  it  does  reveal  the  identity  of 
the  voter.  Covering  envelopes  ought  to  remain  intact 
until  the  election  takes  place  in  presence  of  the 
Assessors  and  such  candidates  as  desire  to  be  present. 
—Ed. 
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The  Chairman  replied  they  had  been  placed  in 
an  incinerator. 

The  majority  of  the  Council  agreed  with  the 
Chairman's  proposal  that  the  Ballot  Papers  for 
the  next  Election  should  be  issued  on  January  loth 
and  returned  by  the  24th. 

The  Nurslag  Times  Attack  on  the  Minority. 

Miss  Cattell  drew  attention  to  a  statement  in 
the  N^ursing  Times  calculated  to  injure  the  minority 
of  the  Council  in  the  forthcoming  Elections,  i.e., 
that  "  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  minority  of 
members  it  was  agreed  that  the  election  should 
not  be  worked  from  the  Head  Office."  As  a  fact 
the  policy  of  the  minority  of  the  Council  had 
always  been  that  the  work  of  the  Council  should 
be  done  in  its  own  Office  by  officials  under  its 
control. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  the  statement 
was  an  untruth,  and  a  vicious  untruth.  She 
thought  the  Council  should  protest  publicly  and 
refute  false  statements  when  made  in  the  press 
about  its  members. 

Report  on  Organisation  of  Office. 

The  Report  on  "  System  "  in  book  form  by  W.  B. 
Peat  &  Co.,  was  on  the  table,  but  was  not  con- 
sidered. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  presented  the  Report  and  moved  that 
it  be  received. 

The  principal  item  was  to  submit  for  the 
approval  of  the  Council  a  suggestion  for  the 
investment  of  ;^3,ooo. 

To  report  that  at  the  present  rate  of  expenditure 
for  stamps  the  amount  required  will  probably  be 
£51  •,  with  a  further  ;^2o  for  Insurance  stamps. 

To  recommend  that  power  be  given  to  the 
Chairman  (Sir  Jenner  Verrall)  to  continue  to  sign 
cheques  on  behalf  of  the  Council  during  the  period 
in  which  there  would  be  no  Council,  and  until 
a  fresh  Chairman  is  appointed. 

Discussion. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  recommended  that  the 
;^3,oo«  should  be  invested  in  War  Loan,  which  was 
agreed. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  drew  attention  to  the 
high  cost  of  advertising  the  Election  in  the  Times, 
Scotsman,  and  Glasgow  Herald,  which  amounted 
to  £42  IS.  6d. 

Miss  MacCallum  enquired  whether  there  was 
any  statement  of  accounts  issued  by  the  Council. 
The  nurses  would  like  to  know  how  their  money 
was  expended. 

The  Chairman  told  Miss  MacCallum  that  she 
could  bring  this  question  up  on  a  motion. 

The  Report  was  approved. 

Report  of  Education  and  Examination 
Committee. 

The  Committee  has  met  three  times  —  on 
November  23rd  and  30th  and  December  7th,  1922. 

I. — Considered  :  The  results  of  a  Conference 
with  two  members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 


for  Scotland  assisted  by  their  Registrar,  on  Novem- 
ber 1 8th. 

I. — Recommended  :  That  the  title  for  the 
Scheme  of  Future  Training  should  be  as  follows  : — 

"  A  Scheme  for  the  training  of  Nurses  who  will 
be  admitted  to  the  Register  after  the  Training  and 
Examination  Rules  come  into  operation  "  : 
and  that  the  Scheme  should  be  as  follows  : — 

I. — For  Admission  to  the  General  Part  of 
THE  Register. 
(i)  Complete  Training  School,  General  or  Poor 
Law  Hospital. — The  hospital  must  have  at  least 
one  resident  medical  officer,  and  must  satisfy  the 
Council  that  it  furnishes  adequate  training  material 
in  the  four  main  services  : — Medical,  surgical, 
gynaecological,  and  children's  diseases,  and  pro- 
vides an  adequate  staff  and  equipment  for  teaching, 
in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  syllabus,  for  a 
three  years'  training.  • 

(2)  Affiliated  Groups  of  General  and  Poor  Law 
Hospitals. — There  are  many  hospitals  which  are 
not,  when  each  is  taken  separately,  sufficiently 
large  to  provide  adequate  clinical  material, 
teaching  staff,  and  equipment  for  training.  But 
two  or  more  such  hospitals  working  together, 
might  be  able  to  furnish  all  the  necessary  require- 
ments, or  one  or  more  small  hospitals  might  be 
affiliated  to  a  hospital  of  the  kind  dealt  with  in 
regulation  I  (i)  above.  The  Council  is  prepared 
to  consider  any  scheme  for  carrying  out  such  an 
arrangement,  but  the  period  of  training  must 
extend  over  four  years,  and  it  will  be  for  the 
hospitals  who  propose  to  affiliate  themselves  to 
satisfy  the  Council  that  the  requirements  for  a 
four  years'  training  are  fulfilled  by  the  scheme 
proposed. 

(3)  Reciprocity  between  Special,  Gene"a>,  and 
Poor  Law  Hospitals. — (i)  The  Council  is  'prepared 
to  consider  schemes  whereby  a  general  hospital 
for  men  only,  one  for  women  only,  and  one  for 
childien  only,  should  respectively  work  together 
to  furnish  the  necessary  training  according  to  the 
prescribed  syllabus.  But  the  period  of  training 
must  extend  over  four  years,  though  it  may  be 
divided  amongst  the  three  hospitals  as  may  be 
convenient,  provided  that  adequate  training  in 
the  four  main  services  is  assured  and  that  the 
subjects  of  the  preliminary  examination  (see 
Syllabus  of  subjects  for  Examination,  Preface)  are 
taught  in  the  first  hospital  to  which  the  nurse  goes 
for  training,  so  far  as  they  can  be  taught  in  that 
hospital. 

(ii)  Nurses  trained  for  two  years  in  approved 
special  hospitals  as  mentioned  below  {a)  will  be 
eligible  for  the  examination  for  the  general  part 
of  the  register,  when  they  have  undergone  a 
subsequent  two  years'  training  in  a  General  or 
Poor  Law  Hospital,  as  in  I  (i).  But  the  two  years' 
training  in  the  special  hospital  must  include  the 
subjects  of  the  preliminary  examination.  (See 
Syllabus  of  subjects  for  Examination,  Preface.) 

[a)  Special  Hospitals. — Fever,  Gynaecological, 
Ophthalmic,  Ear  and  Nose,  Cancer,  Incurable, 
Orthopaedic,  Tuberculosis,  Urinary  Diseases,  Vene- 
real   Diseases,    Children's    Diseases,    and    Mental 
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Diseases  (provided  that  the  appHcant  has  had 
training  in  bedside  nursing  for  not  less  than  six 
months). 

II. — For  Admission  only  to  the  Supplementary 
Parts  of  the  Register. 
(i)  Male    Nurses. — Three    years'     training    in 
accordance   with   the   prescribed    Syllabus   in   an 
institution  approved  by  the  Council. 

(2)  Mental  Nurses. — Three  years'  training  in 
accordance  with  the  prescribed  Syllabus  in  a 
Mental  Hospital  approved  by  the  Council. 

(3)  Sick  Children's  Nurses. — Three  years'  train- 
ing in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  Syllabus  in 
a  General  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  approved  by 
the  Council. 

III. — For  Admission  of  Nurses  registered  on 
THE  General  Part  of  the  Register  to  a 
Supplementary  Part  of  the  Register  ; 
or  vice  versa.  • 

(i)  General  and  Menial. 

Five  years'  training  will  be  necessary.  Either 
three  years  training  in  an  approved  Mental 
Hospital,  including  not  less  than  six  months' 
training  in  bedside  nursing,  and  two  years'  sub- 
sequently in  a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital*  ;  or 
three  years'  training  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law 
Hospital*  and  two.  years'  subsequently  in  a 
Mental  Hospital. 

(2)  General  and  Sick  Children. 

Five  years'  training  will  he  necessary.  Either 
three  years'  training  in  an  approved  General 
Children's  Hospital  and  two  years  subsequently  in 
a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital,*  or  three  years' 
training  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital*  and 
two  years  subsequently  in  a  General  Children's 
Hospital. 

Before  any  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital  or 
Group  of  Hospitals  can  be  approved,  they  must 
be  prepared  to  submit  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  a  full  description  of  their  training  material, 
the  amount  of  experience  each  training  nurse  is 
assured,  and  in  the  case  of  Grouped  Hospitals,  the 
hospital  where  it  is  to  be  obtained  ;  and  to  give 
evidence  of  educational  facilities  and  of  the  exist- 
ence of  systematic  arrangements  whereby  the 
attendance  of  each  probationer  at  a  series  of 
lectures  on  the  prescribed  subjects  is  assured. 
Such  information  will  be  scrutinised  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  and  each  General  or  Poor  Law 
Hospital  or  Group  of  Hospitals  will  be  considered 
as  a  training  school  on  its  own  merits. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  considers  that  it 
would  be  greatly  in  the  interests  of  the  training  of 
nurses  if  preliminary  training  schools  could  be 
instituted  in  various  centres  throughout  England 
and  Wales. 

N.B. — In  every  case  the  Institution  where  the 
training  takes  place  must  be  "  either  an  institution 
approved  by  the  Council  in  that  behalf,  or  in  the 
service  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Army  Council,  or  the 
Air  Council "  (Nurses'  Registration  Act,  1919, 
3  (2)  (b)  )■ ^ 

*  As  in  I  (i). 


Reported  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from 
the  Scotch  Registrar  stating  that  the  Scotch 
Council  have  modified  their  original  draft  to  bring 
it  into  accordance  with  the  above. 

Reported  further  that  the  Clauses  as  to  the 
Training  of  Fever  Nurses  are  still  under  con- 
sideration. 

2. — Recommended  :  That  the  above  Scheme  be 
printed  and  issued  by  the  Council  and  that  copies 
be  sent  to  all  approved  Training  Schools,  and  be 
kept  in  stock  for  future  supply  on  application. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  above  Scheme  of 
Training : — 

3. — Recommended  :  That  the  following  rules  be 
approved  provisionally,  and  be  forwarded  to  the 
Scottish  Council  for  consultation. 

Part    III. — Nurses    Registered    after    June, 

1925- 
12 A    (i)  Every    person    desirous    of    obtaining 
admission  to  the  General  Part  of  the  Register  after 
June,  1925,  shall — 

1.  Furnish  evidence  that  she  is  not  less  than  21 
years  of  age. 

2.  Furnish  evidence  on  the  forms  prescribed  that 
she  has  completed  a  course  of  three  years'  training 
in  a  Complete  Training  School  approved  by  the 
Council  or  of  four  years'  training  in  two  or  more 
combined  or  affihated  Training  Schools  similarly 
approved,  and  has  undergone  systema'tic  instruc- 
tion in  the  subjects  prescribed. 

3.  Furnish  a  certificate  of  good  moral  conduct 
from  the  Matron  or  Superintendent  of  each  of  the 
said  Training  Schools. 

4.  Pass  the  prescribed  examination  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

12 A  (2)  Every  person  desirous  of  obtaining 
admission  to  the  Supplementary  part  of  the 
Register  for  Mental  Nurses  or  to  that  for  Sick 
Children's  Nurses  after  June,  1925,  shall — 

1.  Furnish  evidence  that  she  is  not  less  than  21 
years  of  age. 

2.  Furnish  evidence  on  the  forms  prescribed 
that  she  has  completed  a  course  of  three  years' 
training  in  a  Training  School  for  Mental  Nurses, 
or  for  Sick  Children's  Nurses  respectively,  approved 
by  the  Council,  and  has  undergone  systematic 
instruction  in  the  subjects  prescribed. 

3.  Furnish  a  certificate  of  good  moral  conduct 
from  the  Matron  or  Superintendent  of  the  said 
Training  School. 

4.  Pass  the  prescribed  examinations  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

12 A  (3)  Every  nurse  who,  having  been  regis- 
tered after  June,  1925,  on  the  General  Part  of  the 
Register,  desires  to  obtain  admission  to  the  Supple- 
mentary Part  of  the  Register  for  Mental  Nurses 
or  Sick  Children's  Nurses,  shall — 

I.  Furnish  evidence  on  the  forms  prescribed 
that  she  has  subsequently  to  Registration  com- 
pleted a  course  of  two  years'  Training  in  a  Training 
School  for  Mental  Nurses  (or  for  Sick  Children's 
Nurses)  approved  by  the  Council,  and  has  under- 
gone systematic  instruction  in  the  subjects 
prescribed. 
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2.  Furnish  a  certificate  of  good  moral  conduct 
from  the  Matron  or  Superintendent  of  the  said 
Training  School. 

3.  Pass  the  prescribed  examination  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

I2A  (4)  Every  Nurse  who,  having  been  regis- 
tered after  June,  1925,  on  a  Supplementary  part  of 
the  Register,  desires  to  obtain  admission  to  the 
General  Part  of  the  Register  shall — 

1.  Furnish  evidence  on  the  forms  prescribed 
that  she  has  subsequently  to  Registration  com- 
pleted a  course  of  two  years'  training  in  a  Complete 
Training  School  approved  by  the  Council,  or 
alternatively  in  the  case  of  a  Registered  Sick 
Children's  Nurse,  one  year's  training  in  a  Hospital 
for  Men  only,  and  one  year's  training  in  a  Hospital 
for  Women  only,  and  has  undergone  systematic 
instruction  in  the  subjects  prescribed. 

2.  Furnish  a  certificate  of  good  moral  conduct 
from  the  Matron  or  Superintendent  of  the  said 
Training  School. 

3.  Pass  the  prescribed  examination  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

H. — Considered  :  Syllabus  of  Lectures  and 
Demonstrations  for  Education  and  Training  in 
General  Nursing. 

4. — Recommended  :  (i)  That  the  Syllabus  be 
now  issued  on  the  authority  of  the  Council,  and 
that  the  present  issue  being  exhausted  a  fresh 
issue  be  ordered  from  the  printers. 

(2)  That  the  following  alterations  be  made  in 
the  Preface  : — 

(a)  That  the  red  slip  be  now  omitted. 

(b)  That  the  paragraph  on  page  i  beginning 
"  In  pursuance  of  its  duties  "  should  read  as 
follows  : — 

"  In  pursuance  of  its  duties  the  Council  has  been 
engaged  in  preparing  the  rules  for  the  prescribed 
training  which  nurses  must  in  future  undergo  in 
order  that  after  examination  the  Council  may  be 
satisfied  that  such  nurses  possess  the  prescribed 
experience  in  the  nursing  of  the  sick.  It  has 
already  approved  a  large  number  of  institutions 
in  which  the  prescribed  training  may  be  carried 
out,  and  a  Syllabus  of  Subjects  for  Examination 
has  been  issued." 

(c)  That  the  paragraph  beginning  "  The  General 
Nursing  Council  has  compiled  "  be  underlined; 
and  that  the  last  clause,  "  and  in  order  to  inform 
them  of  the  general  lines  of  education  and  the 
standard  required  by  the  Council  to  be  attained 
by  candidates,"  should  be  amended  as  follows  : — 

"  and  that  it  may  provide  a  scheme  by  which 
the  candidates  may  be  instructed  in  the  subjects 
prescribed  in  detail  by  the  Syllabus  of  Subjects  for 
Examination." 

(d)  That  the  last  paragraph  on  page  i  beginning 
"  The  Council  believes  .   .   ."  should  be  omitted. 

(e)  That  the  note  at  the  foot  of  page  2  read  as 
follows  :— 

"  The  Syllabus  of  Subjects  for  Examination  is 
now  on  issue,  price  6d." 

III. — Considered  :  The  Syllabus  of  Subjects  for 
Examination. 


(i)  Preface  to  Examination  Syllabus. 

5. — Recommended  :  (a)  That  the  second  para- 
graph beginning  "  The  Examination  "  be  amended 
as  follows  : — 

Add  after  the  words  "  of  this  Syllabus  "  the 
words  "  and  the  first  part  of  Section  III  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Nursing." 

And  substitute  for  the  last  sentence  beginning 
"  It  may  be  taken,"  the  following  : — 

"  It  is  expected  that  the  training  for  this  period 
will  as  an  ordinary  rule  last  for  18  months,  but 
the  examination  may  be  taken  at  any  time  after 
one  year's  training  is  completed." 

(6)  That  the  fifth  paragraph  beginning,  "  This 
examination  may  be  taken,"  be  replaced  by  the 
following   paragraph  : — - 

"  This  examination  may  be  taken  at  any  time 
after  the  completion  of  the  three  years  of  training 
provided  that  the  first  examination  has  been 
already  passed." 

(c)  That  paragraph  6  should  be  amended  to 
read  "  January,  1924  "  instead  of  July,  1924  " — 
so  that  the  Preface  will  read  as  follows  : — 

A  nurse  presenting  herself  for  examination  may 
be  questioned  on  any  of  the  subjects  contained 
in  this  Syllabus,  and  in  the  Nurse  Chart  attached 
to  it. 

The  examination  will  be  divided  into  two  parts. 
The  first,  or  Preliminary  Examination,  will  cover 
the  subjects  of  Elementary  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
and  Hygiene  (Sections  I  and  II  of  this  Syllabus) 
and  the  first  part  of  Section  III  (Theory  and 
Practice  of  Nursing),  and  will  be  taken  by  all 
nurses  alike,  whether  training  for  the  General 
or  for  a  Supplementary  Part  of  the  Register.  It  is 
expected  that  the  training  for  this  period  will,  as 
an  ordinary  rule,  last  for  18  months,  but  the 
examination  may  be  taken  at  any  time  after  one 
year's  training  is  completed. 

The  second,  or  Final  Examination,  will  differ 
according  to  the  Part  of  the  Register  to  which 
the  candidate  is  seeking  admission.  For  the 
General  Part  of  the  Register  it  will  cover  the 
remaining  subjects  of  this  Syllabus  (Sections  III, 
IV,  V  and  VI),  and  those  included  in  the  Nurse 
Chart  attached. 

For  the  Supplementary  Parts  of  the  Register 
for  Male  Nurses,  Mental  Nurses,  Sick  Children's 
Nurses,  and  Fever  Nurses,  the  examination  will, 
in  each  case  cover  the  subjects  contained  in  the 
Syllabus  drawn  up  for  the  special  training  proper 
to  that  Part,  and  in  the  Nurses'  Chart  of  Schedule 
attached  to  it. 

This  examination  may  be  taken  at  any  time 
after  the  completion  of  the  three  years  of  training, 
provided  that  the  first  examination  has  been 
already  passed. 

The  first  Preliminary  Examination  will  be  held 
in  January,  1924,  and  the  first  Final  Examination 
in  July,  1925. 

For  the  benefit  of  nurses  now  in  training  for 
the  General  Part  of  the  Register  who  will  have 
completed  their  training  before  1925,  but  may 
desire  to  take  a  State  Examination,  the  CouncU 
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will  hold  an  examination  covering  all  the  subjects 
of  the  General  Syllabus  and  of  the  Nurses'  Chart 
attached  to  it,  in  1924.  Should  a  sufficient  demand 
be  shown,  similar  examinations  for  the  Supplement- 
ary Parts  will  also  be  arranged. 

The  Syllabus  of  Training  for  the  Supplementary 
Parts  of  the  Register  for  *Male  Nurses,  Mental 
Nurses,  Sick  Children's  Nurses,  and  *Fever  Nurses 
respectively,  shall  be  considered  the  Syllabus  for 
Examination  for  that  Part. 

(2)  The  re-arrangement  of  subjects  in  Section 
III  (page  7). 

The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Nursing. 

6. — Recommended  :  That  the  items  down  to 
"  Charting  "  should  stand  as  they  are,  to  be 
followed  immediately  by  "  Bandages  ;  splints 
and  extensions  "  ;  "  Excreta  ;  keeping  of  speci- 
ments."     That  this  form  Part  I. 

That  the  remainder  form  Part  II. 

7. — Recommended  :  That  in  accordance  with  the 
above,  1925  be  substituted  for  1924  in  Rule  10, 
Rule  II  (I):  (2),  (3)  (a),  13)  [b).  (4)  {a),  (4)  (b),  {5), 
(6)  {a),  (6)  (c),  on  pages  12  to  15  of  the  Rules. 

IV. — Considered  :  Further  list  of  General 
Hospitals  whose  authorities  have  replied  to  en- 
quiries instituted  by  the  Council. 

8. — Recommended  :  (a)  That  the  following 
Hospital  be  recognised  as  a  Complete  Training 
School  : — 

Wolverhampton  General  Infirmary. 

(6)  That  the  following  Hospital  be  recognised  as 
a  Hospital  for  General  Training,  in  conjunction 
with  a  Hospital  for  men  only  : — 

Royal  Waterloo   Hospital,    London. 

{c)  That  the  following  Hospitals  be  recognised 
as  Training  Schools,  which  in  combination  with 
other  PubUc  Hospitals,  give  complete  training  : — 

York  Union  Infirmary. 

Barnsley  Union  Infirmary. 

V. — Considered  :  A  list  of  Children's  Hospitals 
whose  authorities  have  replied  to  enquiries  insti- 
tuted by  the  Council. 

9.— Recommended  :  That  the  following  Hospitals 
be  recognised  as  Training  Schools  for  Sick  Child- 
ren's Nurses  : — 

London. — East  London  Hospital,  Shad  well ; 
Great  Ormond  Street  Hospital  ;  Queen's  Hospital 
for  Children,  Hackney  Road  ;  Victoria  Hospital, 
Tite  Street,  Chelsea  ;  South  Eastern  Hospital, 
Sydenham  ;  Belgrave  Hospital  for  Children, 
Clapham  Road. 

Provinces. — Birmingham  Children's  Hospital  ; 
Victoria  Hospital,  Hull  ;  Children's  Hospital, 
Myrtle  Street,  Liverpool  ;  Manchester,  Pendlebury 
Children's  Hospital  ;  Sunderland,  Children's 
Hospital. 

VI. — Considered  :  A  list  of  Fever  Hospitals 
whose  authorities  have  replied  to  enquiries  insti- 
tuted by  the  Council  and  others. 

10. — Recommended  :  (a)  That  the  following 
M.A.B.  Hospitals  be  approved  as  Training  Schools 
for  Fever  Nurses  : — Brook  Fever  Hospital  ; 
Eastern  Fever  Hospital ;    Grove  Fever  Hospital  ; 

*Those  Syllabuses  wiU  be  issued  shortly. 


North  Eastern  Fever  Hospital ;  North  Western 
Fever  Hospital ;  Park  Fever  Hospital ;  South 
Eastern  Fever  Hospital  ;  South  Western  Fever 
Hospital ;    Western  Fever  Hospital. 

(b)  That  the  following  Fever  Hospitals  be 
approved  as  Training  Schools  for  Fever  Nurses  : — 
City  Fever  Hospital,  Bradford  ;  Ham  Green  Hos- 
pital and  Sanatorium,  Bristol  ;  Croydon  Borough 
Hospital ;  East  Ham  Borough  Isolation  Hospital ; 
City  Hospital,  Hull ;  City  Hospital,  Leeds ; 
Isolation  Hospital  and  Sanatorium,  Leicester ; 
Fazakerley  Isolation  Hospital,  LiverpooJ  ;  Mardy 
Isolation  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil  ;  City  Hospital 
for  Infectious  Diseases,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  ;  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  Norwich ;  Corporation  Hospital, 
St.  Helens  ;  Ladywell  Sanatorium,  Salford  ;  Lodge 
Moor  Hospital,  Sheffield  ;  Isolation  Hospital, 
Southampton  ;  Plaistow  Hospital,  West  Ham  ; 
London  Fever  Hospital,  Islington  (Voluntary)  ; 
Walthamstow  Sanatorium,  Chingford. 

II. — Recommended  :  (a)  That  the  Syllabus  of 
Lectures  and  Demonstrations  for  Education  and 
Training  in  the  Nursing  of  Sick  Children  be  now 
issued  on  the  authority  of  the  Council  and  that  the 
present  issue  being  exhausted,  a  fresh  issue  be 
ordered  from  the  printers. 

(b)  That  the  Preface  which  is  identical  with  that 
of  Syllabus  for  Training  in  General  Nursing  be 
altered  in  the  manner  already  resolved  in  Recom- 
mendation 4. 

Discussion. 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  enquired  why,  ac- 
cording to  precedent  the  names  of  the  deputation 
from  Scotland,  and  members  of  the  Council  whO' 
had  met  in  conference,  and  made  important 
recommendations  to  the  Council  had  not  been 
reported.  She  asked  for  the  names  of  those 
making  the  recommendations  in  the  report  of  the 
Education  Committee. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  replied  the  delegates  from 
Scotland  were  Colonel  Mackintosh,  Miss  Gill,  and 
the  Registrar,  together  with  the  majority  of  the 
Education  Committee. 

Under  Item  I  of  the  Scheme  of  Future  Training 
of  Nurses,  Mrs.  Fenwick  asked  if  the  "  prescribed 
Syllabus  "  referred  to  was  the  Syllabus  of  Educa- 
tion and  Training  unanimously  approved  by  the 
Council  in  1921. 

The  Chairman  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  enquired  why  the 
scheme  for  fever  nurses  had  been  deferred,  and 
Miss  Lloyd  Still  replied  that  the  training  in 
fever  hospitals  in  Scotland  differed  from  that  in 
England. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  that  a  certificate  of  two  years' 
training  in  fever  nursing  was  recognised  in  this 
country.  The  Scottish  Council  wanted  another 
year.  In  Scotland,  apparently,  they  included  in 
their  training  in  the  nursing  of  infectious  diseases, 
not  only  fever  cases  but  tuberculosis,  venereal 
diseases,  and  welfare  clinics  ;  so  that,  of  course, 
the  nurses  could  not  get  through  it  all  in  two  years. 
In  fever  hospitals  in  England  this  training  was  not 
included.  It  was  quite  clear  that  the  training 
of  fever  nurses  in  Scotland  was  different  to  that 
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given  in  this  country,  and  required  another  name. 

The  Scottish  delegates  had  not  plenipotentiary 
powers,  and  this  question  had  to  be  adjourned. 

Part  III  (page  4)  "  Nurses  Registered  after 
June,   1925,"  was  then  considered. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  who  the  "  Super- 
intendent "  was  who  would  give  a  certificate  of 
good  moral  character  to  a  nurse.  Did  it  mean  a 
lay  or  medical  Superintendent  ?  She  objected  to 
men  being  made  responsible  for  a  reference  of 
women's  moral  character  (laughter). 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  it  was  no  laughing  matter, 
but  a  fundamental  principle  of  discipline,  laid 
down  by  Miss  Nightingale,  that  women  should  be 
responsible  in  a  Nurse  Training  School  in  this 
particular. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  decided  that  the 
person  to  testify  to  the  moral  character  of  the 
nurse  was  the  one  occupying  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  Nurses. 

Letter  from  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the 
Syllabus  of  General  Training. 

The  Chairman  said  the  letter  from  the  Minister 
could  now  be  considered. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  letter 
from  the  Minister,  dated  November  15th,  con- 
cerning the  Syllabus  of  General  Training,  had  not 
been  reported  on  by  the  Education  Committee,  as 
directed.  The  letter  suggested  the  evasion  of 
Section  (3),  (2),  (a)  and  {b)  of  the  Act,  which  gave 
nurses  the  right  to  a  "  prescribed  training  "  under 
Statutory  Rules,  by  substituting  a  Syllabus  of 
Examination  issued  "  under  the  authority  of  the 
Council,"  and  making  "  prescribed  training  " 
permissive  and  not  compulsory,  as  decreed  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  with  the  result  that  pro- 
bationers would  have  no  assurance  that  they  would 
receive  "  prescribed  "  education,  and  which  would 
leave  the  Schools  "  recognised  by  the  Council  " 
free  to  adopt  the  Syllabus  or  not,  as  they  chose. 
If  a  School  did  not  conform  to  the  standard  of 
training  the  Council  was  directed  to  "  prescribe  " 
the  Council  had  no  power  to  approve  it  as 
a  training  school. 

In  a  previous  letter  the  Minister  had  informed 
the  Council  they  had  no  power  to  issue  and 
enforce  the  Syllabus  of  Training  until  he  had 
approved  it,  and  this  he  was  not  prepared  to  do 
until  the  Rules  for  Examinations  and  the  whole 
body  of  Rules,  Section  (3)  (2)  (3)  were  before  him. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  asked  whether  the  Rules  and 
Syllabus  had  yet  received  the  approval  of  the 
Minister  ? 

The  nurses  had  a  right  under  the  Act  to  a 
"  prescribed  training,"  and  the  sooner  the  Council 
urged  the  Minister  to  sign  the  Rules  and  Syllabus 
the  better.  If  the  General  Nursing  Council  failed 
to  secure  this  right  for  the  nurses  on  the  General 
Part  of  the  Register  they  intended  to  take  other 
means  to  have  the  Act  enforced. 

Why  were  nurses  on  all  the  Supplementary 
Parts  of  the  Register  to  have  the  privilege  of 
"  prescribed  training  "  secured  to  them,  and 
general  nurses  to  be  denied  the  right  ? 


In  recommending  that  the  Syllabus  of  Lectures; 
and  Demonstrations  for  Education  and  Training- 
in  General  Nursing  be  now  issued  "  on  the  authority 
of  the  Council,"  without  the  approval  of  the  Minister 
and  the  Statutory  authority  of  Parliament,  the 
Education  Committee  was  attempting  to  evade 
the  Act,  and  pandered  in  a  weak  and  inverte- 
brate manner  to  the  managers  of  a  few  voluntary 
hospitals  and  Poor-Law  Guardians. 

The   Council  Agrees  to    Invite  the  Minister  to 
Sign   the   Syllabus   for   General  Training. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  then  proposed  : — 

"  That  the  Minister  of  Health  be  invited  at  once  to 
sign  the  Syllabus  unanimously  agreed  to  by  this  Council 
to  carry  into  effect  Section  3  of  the  Nurses  '  Registration 

Act  (2)  (a)  and  (fi)." 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Macdonald. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  was  informed  by  the 
Chairman  that  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Scotland  had  long  ago  agreed  to  the  Syllabus. 

Dr.  Goodall  said,  in  regard  to  the  Fever 
Syllabus,  he  understood  that  it  was  for  the  guid- 
ance of  the  Training  Schools,  and  that  it  should  be 
left  to  the  schools  to  carry  out  the  method  of 
training  in  their  own  way,  and  that  the  Syllabus 
of  Training  would  be  the  Syllabus  of  Examination. 

Mrs.  Fenwick's  motion  was  then  put  to  the 
vote  and  carried  by  nine  votes  to  four. 

The  effect  of  this  resolution  was  that  Recom- 
mendation (4)  of  the  Education  Committee,  in 
regard  to  issuing  the  Syllabus  under  its  own  au- 
thority, thus  leaving  it  optional,  was  deleted 
from  the  Report. 

Examinations. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  first  Preliminary  Examina- 
tion should  be  held  in  July,  1924,  instead  of 
January  as  proposed  in  the  Education  Report. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  took  exception  to  the 
recommendation  in  the  Syllabus  of  Subjects  for 
Examination  that  "  bandages,  spHnts  and  exten- 
sions "  should  be  required.  He  considered  it  toa 
much  to  expect  a  mental  nurse  to  know  at  the  end 
of  the  first  year. 

The  Chairman  said  only  an  elementary  know- 
ledge would  be  required. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  said  that  was  all  very  well, 
but  the  examiners  would  be  trained  surgical 
nurses. 

The  Chairman  said  what  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce 
was  saying  was  that  he  could  not  teach  mental 
nurses  the  principles  of  applying  sphnts  and 
extensions  during  their  first  years  training. 

Recognition  of  Training  Schools. 

Under  paragraph  IV,  page  8,  of  Education 
Report  it  was  agreed  to  add  the  Hospital  of  St. 
Cross,  Rugby,  and  the  BoHngbroke  Hospital, 
Wandsworth  Common. 

On  the  proposition  of  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
seconded  by  Miss  Cox  Davies,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  recommendation  that  the  East  Ham  Borough 
Isolation  Hospital  be  approved  as  a  training  schooL 
for  nurses  be  referred  for  further  information. 
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The  Report,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted  as 
a  whole. 

Report  of  Registratio      Committee. 

Dr.  Goodall,  Chairman  of  the  Registration 
•Committee  moved  that  the  Report  be  received. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on  November 
17th  the  Committee  has  met  twice — on  November 
24th  and  on  December  7th. 

I. — Application  for  Registration  on  behalf 
OF  certain  nurses  trained  at  the  Seamen's 
Hospital,  Greenwich,  and  at  a  Hospital  for 
Women,  during  the  period  i  899-1909. 

Considered  :  Letter  on  this  subject,  dated 
October  27th,  1922,  from  Sir  Jajnes  Michelli, 
Secretary,  the  Seamen's  Hospital,  addressed  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
and  referred  to  the  Registration  Committee  by 
the  Council  on  November  17th,  1922.  Copies  of  the 
letter  have  been  circulated  to  all  the  members  of 
the  Council. 

(i)  Recommended  :  That  the  following  Rule 
be  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  his 
approval^  being  Rule  21  (3)  (d)  in  the  Rules  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  : — 

Rule  21  (3)  (d).  In  the  case  of  a  nurse  whose  training 
has  been  obtained  in  a  hospital  recognised  by  the  Council 
or  in  a  hospital  or  institution  not  recognised  by  the  Council 
under  this  section,  evidence  that  the  applicant  has  been 
trained  for  at  least  one  year  in  said  hospital  or  institution, 
and  has  been  for  two  years  subsequently  before  the  1st  day 
of  November,  1919,  bona  fide  engaged  in  practice  as  a  nurse 
in  attendance  on  the  sick,  and  such  special  evidence  of  ade- 
quate knowledge  and  experience  as  the  Council  may  consider 
satisfactory  in  each  individual  case  ; 

and  that  the  Minister  be  informed  at  the  same  time 
that  as  this  is  one  of  the  Scotch  Rules,  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  forward  it  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Scotland  for  approval. 

II.  —  Cowidered  :  Letter  from  the  Medical 
Commissioner  of  the  Prison  Commission  asking 
that  a  small  deputation  might  be  received  to 
•discuss  the  question  of  training  of  nurses  in  the 
Prison  Service. 

(2)  Recommended. — That  the  Registration  Coin- 
mittee  be  empowered  to  meet  a  small  deputation 
of  the  Prison  Officers'  Representative  Board. 

III. — Applications  for  Registration.       The 
following    statements    showing    the    progress    of 
registration  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Minister 
of  Health  : — 
Applications  received  during 

week  ending  :  Gen.      Supp.      Total. 

Nov.      1 8th  .  .  .  .    210  42  252 

25th  . .  . .    226         34  260 

Dec.      2nd  .  .  .  .  .  .    181  41  222 

9th    .  .  . .  . .    289         28  317 


906       145 


1,051 


IV. — Registration  to  December  9Th,  1922. 
Applications  received         .  .  . .  .  •       16,633 

Applications  approved  by  the  Council  to 

Nov.   17th            12,112 

AppUcants  ineligible  to  Meeting  on  Nov. 

17th          669 

Applicants  ineUgible,  to  be  brought  before 

meeting  on  Dec.  15th    .  .          .  .          .  •  24 

Applications  withdrawn    .  .          . .          .  .  3^ 

Applications  in  suspense  . .          . .          . .  i  ,492 

Applications  incomplete   . .          .  .          . .  2,298 

16,633 

Lists  of  24  applicants  whose  appHcations  are 
not  in  conformity  vdth  the  Rules  are  appended. 

Discussion.    Rule  21  (3)  (d). 

Dr.  Goodall  said  that  Recommendation  (i) 
was  made  because  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  Scotland  objected  to  Rule  9  (a)  of  the  English 
Council ;  moreover  9  (b)  did  not  cover  the  nurses 
described  by  Sir  James  Michelli.  If  the  Council 
adopted  the  Scottish  Rule  it  could  go  to  the 
Minister  at  once  without  having  to  be  sent  to 
Scotland. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  enquired  whether  this 
Rule  was  not  in  opposition  to,  and  would  not 
practically  annul,  Rule  9  (i)  (b),  which  required 
evidence  that  the  applicant  had  had  not  less  than 
one  year's  training  in  a  General  Hospital,  or  Poor- 
La  w  Infirmary  ? 

Did  the  present  proposal  include  training  in 
military  hospitals,  special  hospitals,  and  private 
nursing  homes  ?  If  this  was  the  case  it  would 
flood  the  Register  with  V.A.D.s  and  semi-trained 
specialists,  who  were  not  general  nurses.  It  was 
a  most  serious  thing  for  the  general  trained  nurses 
who  had  registered  under  the  present  Rules.  The 
Council  ought  to  protect  those  nurses  who  had 
already  paid  for  admission  to  the  General  Part  of 
the  Register  on  the  understanding  that  those 
whose  names  were  placed  upon  it  should  have  a 
minimum  general  training  and  experience.  This 
Rule  would  give  specialists  the  right  to  register 
on  the  General  Register. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  proposed  : — 

"  That  the  Rule  be  referred  back  to  the  Registration 
Committee  for  further  consideration." 

Mrs.  Fenwick  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  new 
Rule  less  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  nurses 
on  the  General  Register  might  easily  be  drafted. 

The  Resolution  was  seconded  by  Miss  Villiers, 
and  supported  by  Miss  Macdonald. 

Dr.  Goodall  objected.  It  surprised  him  that 
members  of  the  Council  who  had  agreed  to 
Rule  9  (b)  were  now  objecting  to  this  Rule.  No 
injustice  would  be  done  to  nurses  by  passing  the 
Rule.  He  saw  no  signs  of  the  Scottish  Council 
flooding  the  Register  with  V.A.D.s. 

No  reply  was  made  by  Dr.  Goodall  to  Mrs. 
Fenwick's  question  as  to  the  inclusion  of  Military 
Hospitals  and  Private  Nursing  Homes  as  training 
schools. 
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The  Motion  was  then  put  to  the  meeting,  when 
six  voted  for  it,  and  eight  against  it. 

The  original  recommendation  was  then  put  to 
the  meeting,  and  carried  by  eight  votes  to  six. 

Nurses  in  the  Prison  Service. 

Dr.  Goodall  then  moved  Item  II,  relating  to 
the  question  of  the  training  of  nurses  in  the 
Prison  Service. 

Miss  MacCallum  thought  the  question  required 
very  careful  consideration.  At  present  the  trained 
nurses  employed  in  prisons  did  mostly  wardresses' 
work,  and  those  who  did  midwifery  might  also 
have  to  attend  to  dirty  septic  wounds. 

Mr.  Christian  said  that  in  Male  Mental  Prisons 
after  three  months'  lectures  and  no  examinations 
men  were  passed  on  to  the  nursing  staff. 

The  Registration  Committee  were  empowered 
to  meet  a  small  deputation  of  the  Prison  Officers' 
Representative  Board. 

Eight  Hundred  and  Two  Nurses  Disfranchised 

Under  Item  "  Registration  to  December  9th, 
1922  " — 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  enquired  why  1,492 
applications  were  in  suspense  ;  802  of  these  were 
received  before  October  ist  and,  therefore,  the 
appUcants  were  eligible  to  vote  in  the  forthcoming 
Election.  Why  was  it  proposed  to  deprive  these 
applicants  of  registration,  and  of  this  right,  as 
provided  for  in  the  following  Resolution,  moved 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee, 
seconded  by  Miss  Cox-Davies,  and  supported  by 
Mrs.  Fenwick,  Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  Miss  MacCallum, 
and  Mr.  Christian  at  the  meeting  on  Septem- 
ber 22nd  ?  : — 

"  That  all  those  nurses  who  applied  before  October  1st, 
1922,  and  who  are  subsequently  found  to  be  eligible 
lor  registration,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  forthcoming 
Election,  and  that  leave  be  given  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council  to  engage  as  many  clerks  as  may  be  required 
to  attain  this  end." 

The  Chairman  replied  that  he  had  been  informed 
by  the  Ministry  that  new  voters  should  not  be 
introduced  in  the  middle  of  an  Election. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  it  was  a  most  unfortunate 
and  arbitrary  pronouncement  on  the  part  of  the 
Ministry  with  which  she  did  not  agree  ;  it  was 
a  fresh  Election,  the  802  nurses  had  conformed 
to  the  Rule,  and  had  a  right  to  be  registered  and 
to  vote.  Nurses  were  treated  as  if  they  had  no 
civil  rights. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  this  was  a  matter  on  which 
he  agreed  with  Mrs.  Fenwick. 

The  Report  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole, 
Mrs.  Fenwick  and  others  voting  against  its 
adoption. 

Report  of  the  Mental  Committee. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  Chairman  of  the  Mental 
Nursing  Committee,  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  met  once,  on  December  6th,  and  that  there 
was  not  a  quorum,  those  present  being  Dr. 
Bedford  Pierce,  Sir  Wilmot  Herringham,  and 
Mr.   Christian.     These  members  recommended  : 


(i)  The  provisional  approval  until  the  year  1925 
of  all  Mental  Hospitals  now  approved  by  the 
Medico-Psychological  Association,  provided  there 
are  at  least  fifty  beds  available  for  gaining  experi- 
ence in  Mental  Nursing.  Hospitals  of  less  than 
this  number  of  beds  to  apply  individually  for 
approval,  and  satisfy  the  Council  that  they 
possess  adequate  facilities  for  training. 

It  was  further  recommended  that  a  circular 
letter  be  sent  round  to  all  Mental  Hospitals  as 
soon  as  the  Minister  has  approved  of  the  Syllabus 
of  Mental  Training  setting  forth  the  requirements 
of  the  Council  in  respect  of  the  training  of  Mental 
Nurses. 

Also  that  the  proposed  Rule,  by  means  of  which 
a  nurse  trained  for  two  years  in  an  approved 
special  hospital  will  be  eligible  for  examination 
for  the  general  part  of  the  Register  when  she  has. 
undergone  a  subsequent  two  years'  training  in 
a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital,  should  apply 
conversely  to  a  General  Nurse  who  subsequently 
takes  up  Mental  Nursing. 

It  was  proposed  that  Dr.  Smedley  be  appointed 
to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Mental  Nursing  Com- 
mittee. 

That  the  Syllabus  of  Training  for  Mental  Nurses 
be  now  issued  on  the  authority  of  the  Council 
when   signed   by   the   Minister,   and   that   it   be 
reprinted. 

That  in  the  Preface,  page  i,  the  last  paragraph 
be  amended  to  read  : 

"  The  first  Preliminary  Examination  conducted 
by  the  Council  will  be  held  in  1924,  and  the  first 
Final  Examination  in  1925,  and  thereafter,"  &c. 

Discussion. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  pointed  out  that  the  list 
of  approved  hospitals  included  four  licensed  houses, 
two  in  London  and  two  in  the  provinces.  He  was 
aware  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Council  not  to 
recognise  houses  run  for  profit,  or  under  proprietary 
management,  but  pointed  out  that  in  these  cases 
the  patients  were  there  under  Statutory  Authority 
and  that  these  licensed  houses  were  some  of  the 
best  in  the  country. 

The  Report  was  approved. 

Report  of  |the  Qeneral   Purposes  Committee. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  presented  the  Report  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  in  place  of  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Hills. 

The  Committee  reported  that  Miss  Fenn  and 
Miss  Wilson,  the  Housekeeper  and  the  As-sistant 
Housekeeper,  were  leaving  the  service  of  the 
Council  on  December  i6th,  and  Miss  Clare  Brett 
and  Miss  Hanbury- Williams  had  been  appointed 
in  their  place. 

The  Committee  also  recommended  that  the 
Office  be  closed  from  the  evening  of  Friday, 
December  22nd,  to  Wednesday,  morning,  December 
27th,  for  the  Christmas  hoUdays.  An  extra  day's, 
holiday  to  Thursday,  28th,  was  granted. 

Other  Business. 

The  Remission  of  Fees  of  Male  Nurses. 
Mrs.    Fenwick  read   two   paragraphs  from    the 
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Election  Address  of  Mr.  Robert  Donaldson,  as 
follows,  and  asked  for  an  explanation  : — 

"  First  of  all,  as  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  men 
who  had  their  training  interrupted  owing  to  serving 
their  covmtry  in  the  War,  and  in  consequence 
could  not  finish  their  training  prior  to  19 19,  were 
•compelled  to  pay  Two  Guineas  for  Registration, 
which  was  a   great  injustice  to  many  men. 

"  This  should  have  been  foreseen  by  our  repre- 
sentatives on  the  Council,  but  not  till  I  took  the 
matter  up  with  them  and  in  the  Press  was  this 
injustice  rectified,  so  far  as  it  affected  Male  Nursea. 
Women  Nurses,  who  were  likewise  affected  and 
having  no  one  to  champion  their  case,  have  still 
to  pay  two  guineas,  and  I  hold  they  should  also 
be  considered." 

Mrs.  Fenwick  asked  what  this  paragraph  meant, 
as  no  correspondence  re  remission  of  fees  had  been 
submitted  to  the  Finance  Committee  or  to  the 
Council,  she  enquired  if  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee had,  as  usual,  dealt  with  this  matter 
without  reference  to  the  Council  ? 

Continuing,  Mrs.  Fenwick  stated  that  on 
Februarj^  2nd,  192 1,  the  following  Rule,  recom- 
mended by  the  Registration  Committee  and 
proposed  by  her,  was  agreed  to  unanimously  : — 

"  That    flie    fee    for    Registration    for    Intermediate 
Nurses  after  tlie  term  of  grace  be  £2  2s." 

"  After  the  term  of  grace  "  meant  that  after 
July,  1923,  the  fee  should  be  raised  ;  but  when 
the  Book  of  Rules  was  in  print,  the  words  "  after 
the  term  of  grace  "  were  found  to  have  been 
•omitted.  It  was  not  done  at  the  Ministry,  as 
surmised.  Who  then  removed  these  words  from 
the  resolution  after  they  had  been  unanimously 
•agreed  to  by  the  Council  ? 

The  omission  certainly  created  a  hardship,  and, 
.as  the  result,  all  Intermediate  Nurses  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  fee  of  £2  2s.  forthwith,  and  had 
been  thus  penalised  during  the  term  of  grace  which 
does  not  expire  till  July  14th  1923. 

The  nurses  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Donaldson  were 
in  this   category. 

The  Council  had  received  no  communication. 
Was  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Donaldson 
accurate  or  not  ? 

The  Chairman  said  that  it  was  strictly  untrue — 
but  the  Registration  Committee  had  thought  that 
these  men  should  be  mercifully  treated.  No 
•definite  communication  had  been  sent  (here  the 
Registrar  intervened),  and  the  Chairman  stated 
that  the  Registrar  said  she  was  instructed  to  reply 
to  Mr.  Donaldson,  but  the  purport  of  the  reply 
was  not  forthcoming.  Dr.  Goodall,  the  Chairman 
•of  the  Registration  Committee,  had  apparently  no 
recollection  of  the  proceedings. 

The  meeting,  the  last  of  the  First  Council,  then 
"terminated  ;  the  recorded  proceedings  of  which 
prove  that  the  struggle  for  self-determination  for 
the  new  Profession  of  Nursing  is  likely  to  be  a 
stiff  proposition  indeed;  and  that  Registered  Nurses 
of  spirit  and  honour  will  be  required  to  do  their 
•duty  in  greatly  increased  numbers  if  the  Rights 
and  Privileges  granted  to  them  by  Parliament  are 
not  to  be  a  dead  letter  for  a  generation  to  come. 


MR.  DONALDSON  PROVES  THAT  THE 
REGISTRATION  COMMITTEE,  AS 
USUAL,  IGNORES  THE  STATUTORY 
AUTHORITY  OF  THE   COUNCIL. 


8,  Hinde  Street, 

Manchester  Square, 

London,  W.  i. 
December  i8th,  1922. 
The  Editor,   British   Journai.  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — -Regarding  my  Election  Address  and 
your  query  as  to  whom  I  took  the  matter  up  with, 
anent   Registration  Fees,   perhaps  the  enclosed   copy 
of  letter  from  the  Registrar  will  speak  for  itself. 
Faithfully  yours, 

R.  Donaldson. 
[Copy.] 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
12,  York  Gate, 

Regent's  Park,  N.W.  i. 
September  30th,  1922. 
Dear    Sir, — Your    letter    of    September    26th    was 
considered  by  the  Registration  Committee  yesterday, 
and  I  was  instructed  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee 
have  decided  to  recommend  to  the  Council  that  all 
those   applying   for   Registration   whose   training  was 
interrupted  owing  to  their  leaving  to  join  H.M.  Forces 
on  the  outbreak  of  war,  will  rank  as  Existing  Nurses. 
Will  you  kindly  convey  this  information  to  the  men 
who  have  applied  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)  Marion  S.  Riddell, 
The  Manager,  Registrar. 

Male  ISurses'  Co-operation,"  Ltd., 
8,  Hinde  Street,  Manchester  Square. 

Letter  from  Mr.  F.  W.  Stratton,  Registered  Male 
Nurse. 

22,  Coopersale  Koad, 

Homerton,  E.  9. 
December  16th,  1922. 
To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear    Madam, — -In    reference    to    Mr.    Donaldson's 
address  in  this  week's  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 
when   speaking   of   the   interrupted   training   of   Male 
Nurses  by  war  service  and  the  two  guineas  Registration 
fee,  he  claims  that  it  was  not  until  he  took  the  matter 
up  with  the  General  Nursing  Council  that  this  injustice 
was  rectified,  so  far  as  it  affected  Male  Nurses. 

1  would  like  to  know  when  Mr.  Donaldson  took  this 
matter  up  with  the  Council  ? 

Early  in  November,  1921,  I  wrote  to  the  Council 
in  reference  to  the  breaking  of  training  for  war  service 
by  Male  Nurses  and  received  the  enclosed  reply. 

Since  this  date  the  Male  Nurses,  whose  training  was 
interrupted  by  war  service  and  whose  certificate  is 
dated  after  November,  191 9,  have  been  admitted  to 
the  Register  as  Existing  Nurses  for  the  fee  of  one 
guinea. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Frederick  Wm.  Stratton, 

Registered  Male  Nurse. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  November,  1921, 
the  majority  of  the  Council  went  on  strike  for 
ten  weeks,  and  no  correspondence  on  the  remission 
of  Male  Nurses'  fees  was  brought  before  the 
Registration  Committee  during  our  term  of  office. 
The  Registrar  wrote  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Stratton  on 
November    14th,    192 1  :     "  Your   letter   notifying 
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the  Council  that  you  have  done  War  Service  and 
hence  the  reason  of  the  date  on  your  certificate, 
1920,  will  be  put  before  the  Council  for  their 
■consideration,  after  which  I  will  notify  you  of 
their  decision." 

No  correspondence  from  Mr.  Donaldson  or  from 
Mr.  Stratton  asking  for  remission  of  fees  has  ever 
been  submitted  by  the  Registrar  to  the  Council — 
so,  presumably,  she  took  the  responsibility  of  ad- 
mitting Male  Nurses  to  the  Register  at  the  reduced 
fee  of  One  Guinea  as  Existing  Nurses  upon  her 
•own  initiative.  If  not,  by  whose  direction  has  the 
scale  of  fees  for  Intermediate  Nurses  been  ignored  ? 

Had  the  matter  been  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Council,  we  are  convinced  everyone  would 
have  been  in  favour  of  remitting  the  fee  for  men 
a.nd  women  whose  training  was  interrupted  by 
service  for  their  country  during  the  war. 


THE    "  NURSING    TIMES  "    AND    THE 

-MINORITY    MEMBERS*'     ON     THE 

GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL. 

The  rank  and  file  of  the  Nursing  Profession 
liave  long  ago  ceased  to  expect  fair  play  from 
the  proprietary  commercial  nursing  press,  but  the 
attempt  to  prejudice  the  election  of  the  six 
"minority  members"  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  in  the  forthcoming  Election  cannot  be 
ignored,  and  Sir  Frederick  Macmillan,  part  pro- 
prietor of  the  Nursing  Times  has  this  week  received 
a.  solicitor's  letter  calling  his  attention,  on  behalf 
of  "  the  Minority,"  to  the  following  paragraph, 
which  appeared  in  the  Christmas  number  of  his 
journal,  and  which  is  absolutely  untrue  so  far  as 
the  members  attacked  are  concerned  : — 

THE  G.N.C.  ELECTION. 

"  Great  consternation  has  been  caused  by  the 
announcement  that  voting  papers  must  be  sent 
out  afresh,  owing  to  the  errors  which  we  announced 
last  week.  The  Council  has,  indeed,  been  unlucky. 
•  To  meet  the  wishes  of  the  minority  of  members, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  election  should  not  be 
worked  from  the  head  office ;  accordingly  the 
addresses  were  given  to  an  outside  firm,  which 
apparently  muddled  the  business,  sending  two 
voting  papers  to  some  nurses  while  about  1,000 
nurses  got  none.  We  cannot  understand,  however, 
why  the  mistake  was  not  discovered  in  time  by 
the  officials  responsible.  Surely  every  name  and 
address  ought  to  have  been  checked.  The  next 
step  will,  no  doubt,  be  announced  at  the  G.N.C. 
meeting  of  this  week." 

The  '  minority  of  members  "  on  the  Council 
are  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  fiasco  of  the 
Election.  The  Returning  Officer  has  exercised 
absolute  power  in  the  matter,  as  he  owned  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Council  on  the  15th  inst,  and 
upon  him  devolves  the  responsibility  for  the  failure 
of  his  methods. 

Had  the  expert  knowledge  of  "  the  minority  " 
been  available  on  the  Registration  Committee — 


from  which  they  were  ejected  by  most  repre- 
hensible methods  last  year — the  conduct  of  business 
of  the  Council  would  not  now  be  held  in  contempt 
by  every  woman  of  business  on  the  State  Register. 
As  the  inspiration  of  this  and  other  false  state- 
ments which  have  appeared  in  the  Nursing  Times 
concerning  the  "  minority  of  members  "  is  well 
understood,  we  call  upon  Sir  Frederick  Macmillan 
to  stop  this  campaign  of  calumny  in  his  journal 
without  delay. 

APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 


University   College   Hospital,   Gower  Street,   W.C. — 

Miss  Ruth  E.  Darbyshire  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  London,  and 
has  held  the  following  appointments  : — -Matron,  Derby- 
shire Royal  Infirmary,  Derby,  1 907-191 3  ;  Matron  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  1913-1917  ;  Principal 
Matron  T.F.N.S.,  City  and  County  of  London,  and  of 
No.  2  General  Hospital ;  Chief  Lady  Superintendent, 
Lady  Minto's  Indian  Nursing  Service,  1917-1922  ; 
Secretary  to  the  Registrar,  G.N.C,  September  to  date, 
1922.  Miss  Darbyshire  has  been  awarded  the  R.R.C. 
and  the  Kaisar-i-Hind  Gold  Medal. 

The  three  selected  candidates  for  the  post  of  Matron 
to  University  College  Hospital  were  Miss  R.  E.  Darby- 
shire, Miss  S.  Irvine- Robertson,  trained  and  certifi- 
cated at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London,  and 
Miss  Mabel  C.  Tisdale,  Lady  Superintendent,  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond  Street,  W.C,  trained 
and  certificated  at  King's  College  Hospital,  London. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE 
FOR     NURSES. 

Examination  tor  the  Roll  of  Queen's  Nurses. 
Questions. 

I. — -What  are  the  causes  of  digestive  disturbances 
among  infants  and  what  would  you  advise  in  such 
cases  ? 

2. — "What  changes  does  the  air  of  an  occupied  and 
badly  ventilated  room  undergo  ?  Why  is  ventilation 
necessary  ?  Describe  how  you  would  ventilate  a 
sitting-room  used  by  the  family  generally,  including  an 
old  man  liable  to  bronchitis  ? 

3. — What  is  the  law  in  regard  to  vaccination  and 
how  would  you  advise  concerning  it  ?  What  other  in- 
fectious diseases  resemble  small-pox  ?  What  steps  can 
the  local  authority  take  in  order  to  avoid  possible 
danger  ? 

4. — What  is  the  common  cause  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  ?  What  steps  should  a  nurse  take,  and 
how  can  she  assist  in  its  prevention  and  its  cure  ? 

5. — What  points  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
in  arranging  the  order  in  which  you  would  visit  your 
patients  (a)  on  a  morning  round,  (b)  on  an  evening 
round  ? 

6a. — Describe  as  many  as  possible  of  the  agencies  at 
work  for  improving  the  Nation's  health. 

oy 

6b. — State  what  advice  you  would  give  in  three  of  the 
following  cases  : — • 

(a)  Young  mother  expecting  first  baby. 

(6)  Selection  of  a  home  for  friendless  child. 

(c)  Woman  requiring  artificial  teeth. 

{d)  Child  suffering  from  malnutrition  in  poor  cir- 
cumstances. 

(e)  Mentally  defective  child. 


4H 


CLbe  British  3ournal  of  IRursina.      December  23, 


1922 


^         EXAMINATIONS. 

METROPOLITAN   ASYLUMS    BOARD. 

Infectious  Hospitals  Department. 

The  result  of  the  Certificate  Examination  of  Nurses 
under  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  held  in 
October  last,  is  as  follows  : — 

Staff         Proba-    A  ssistant 
Sisters.     Nurses.      tioners.     Nurses.    Total. 

Entered..  7  ..  45  ..  118  ..  19  ..  186 
Passed  . .  6  •  •  35  •  •  95  •  •  15  •  •  151 
Failed     . .        i        .  .      10      . .        20      . .        4     . .        35 

The  Medals  awarded  by  the  Board  to  the  Proba- 
tioners gaining  the  first  three  places  in  this  examination 
were  won  by  the  following  nurses  : — ■ 

Gold  Meda^— Probationer  I.  C.  F.  Hungerford,  North 
Western  Fever  Hospital. 

Silver  Medal — -Probationer  J.  Robinson,  South 
Western  Fever  Hospital. 

Bronze  Medal — Probationer  W.  A.  Buxton,  North 
Eastern  Fever  Hospital. 

FEVER    NURSES    ASSOCIATION. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  successful  candidates  at 
the  recent  examination  of  the  Fever  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion : — 

Ladywell  Sanatorium.— -Ma.ry  C.  Hogg. 
Walthamstow    Sanatorium. — M.    C.    Farmer,    A.    M. 
Goodbody,  B.  G.  Body. 

Merthyr  Tydfil  Isolation  Hospital. — -E.  M.  Morgan, 
L.  A.  Vaughan,  V.  I.  Wilson,  G.  M.  Yeo. 

Brighton  Sanatorium. — -H.  Wood,  V.  W.  Rowan. 

Croydon  Borough  Hospital.— C  M.  Beattie,  S.  E. 
Conro'y,  D.  I.  Passby,  C.  E.  Wright. 

Derby  Isolation  Hospital.—-^.  E.  Crawford,  E. 
Garland,   R.  Moyle. 

Ilford  Isolation  Hospital. — A.  A.  Heppenstall,  B. 
Meredith,  G.  Vickers. 

Leicester  Isolation  Hospital. — -G.  Hall,  E.  A.  Lewis, 
E.  Peach. 

Lodge  Moor  Hospital,  Sheffield. — A.  Arrand,  A.  Roe, 
S.  Randall,  E.  C.  Walls,  I.  M.  E.  Walton,  V,  M.  Wilson. 

Leeds  City  Hospitals. — C.  Jones,  R.  McQuilkin. 

Sunderland  Sanatorium. — D.  Chapman,  M.  Smith, 
G.  Stenhouse,  M.   J.  Waters. 

Wimbledon  Isolation  Hospital.— F.  L.  Ashford,  E.  M. 
Jenkins. 

Plymouth  Borough  Hospital. — D.  E.  Sennett. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Infectious  Hospital. — -J.  Bailey, 
A.  Caffery,  E.  D.  Coulson,  A.  B.  Davidson,  J.  Davison, 
L.  Farthing,  E.  V.  Richardson,  I.  Taylor,  E.  M.  Wilson. 

Plaistow  Fever  Hospital. — O.  M.  Abel,  M.  M.  Ait- 
chison,  D.  Browne,  I.  M.  Barnes,  R.  E.  Dennett,  D.  A. 
Emington,  C.  F.  Harvey,  B.  Irvine,  H.  King,  K.  Smith. 


ROYAL  SOUTHERN    HOSPITAL,   LIVERPOOL. 

To  THE  Nurses. 

A  Half-mask  Party  will  be  given  to  the  Nursing 
Staff  of  the  Royal  Southern  Hospital,  Liverpool, 
on  New  Year's  Day,  commencing  at  7  p.m. 

Past  members  of  the  Staff  are  all  invited. 

If  necessary,  accommodation  can  be  provided 
for  the  night,  if  apphcation  be  made  to  Miss 
Bagnall,  the  Matron. 


SEED    POTATOES. 

By  Nora  C,  Usher. 
The  new  parish  nurse  found  it  uphill  work. 
Nothing  she  said  or  did  was  right.  If  she  spent 
a  few  minutes  chatting  with  a  depressed  patient, 
she  was  a  gossip;  if  she  hurried  to  get  through 
her  round,  she  was  unsympathetic;  when  she  in- 
sisted on  idle  patients  getting  up  and  dressing, 
she  was  a  hard-hearted  monster;  when  she  let 
the  weakly  ones  rest,  she  was  indifferent.  Finding 
it  impossible  to  give  satisfaction,  she  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  unkind  chatter,  and  contented  herself  with 
doing  her  duty  in  the  sight  of  God  and  the  doctor. 
Nurse  Allison  had  a  hard  life.  It  took  her  all 
her  time  to  make  ends  meet.  She  was  a  widow 
with  two  small  children ;  an  invalid  mother  also 
depended  upon  her.  Her  predecessor  had  been  a 
single  woman  with  small  private  means;  she  had 
given  a  good  deal  to  the  poorer  patients.  Nurse 
Allison  could  give  nothing;  this  roused  resentment 
in  some  quarters,  and  led  to  the  affair  of  Dicky 
Rawlins  and  the  seed  potatoes. 

The  case  was  this.  Dicky  Rawlins  was  a  half- 
witted man  who  lived  alone  in  a  two-roomed  cot- 
tage, making  his  living  out  of  the  garden.  He 
was  a  kindly  creature,  and  as  he  was  handy  in 
doing  odd  jobs,  he  got  along  nicely.  It  was  an 
unwritten  law  that  no  one  should  take  advantage 
of  Dicky's  simplicity.  No  one  had  been  suspected' 
of  doing  so  until  Nurse  Allison  arrived. 

Nurse  also  had  a  garden.  By  rising  extremely 
early  she  managed  to  grow  her  own  vegetables 
and  fruit.  When  Dicky  wanted  some  seed  potatoes 
he  got  a  supply  from  her.  Unfortunately  they 
proved  almost  worthless. 

"  Nurse  never  let  Dicky  pay  for  them  potaters, 
surely?  "  said  the  baker  to  the  sexton,  as  they 
stood  one  day  at  the  idle  corner. 

"  Ay,  but  he  did,"  chimed  in  the  sweep.  "  He 
showed  me  the  money.  She  is  not  the  sort  to 
give  anything  for  nothing." 

"  Dicky  bought  those  p>otaters  right  enoug'h,"' 
added  the  sexton  ;  "  she'd  skin  a  flint  would  that 

woman.     But  to  take  advantage  of  Dicky " 

The  enormity  was  beyond  words. 
The  slander  spread.  All  the  busybodies  in  the 
street  took  it  up,  and  the  hard-working  nurse  was 
given  the  cold  shoulder.  The  children  in  the  street 
shouted  "  Grab-all !  "  as  she  passed,  and  folks 
rarely  answered  her  cheery  "  Good  morning."' 
Neither  by  word  nor  deed  did  she  show  any  resent- 
ment, she  just  went  on  as  usual ;  but  her  influence 
in  the  village  was  entirely  checked  by  a  barrier  of 
seed  potatoes.  The  cruel  injustice  cut  deep,  and 
nurse    was    too    proud    to    c'ear    herself . 

It  was  in  Christmas  week  that  Dicky  Rawlins 
was  run  over  by  a  motor-lorry.  He  was  more 
frightened  than  hurt,  but  he  had  to  stay  in  bed, 
and  Nurse  Allison  looked  after  him.  On  Christ- 
mas Day  she  brought  his  dinner  from  her  own 
table.  One  of  her  fowls  had  been  roasted,  and 
Dicky  had  a  goodly  portion,  followed  by  plum 
pudding  and  mince  pie.  She  brought  a  large  slice 
of   her    Christmas    cake,    and    a    pork   pie   for  his 
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supper.  She  even  brightened  his  dreary  room  with 
holly  and  evergreen,  and  made  up  his  fire  with  a 
yule-log  from  her  own  stack. 

Dicky  received  all  her  attentions  in  profound 
silence.  Not  a  single  gleam  lighted  up  his  dull 
face.  The  chicken  might  have  been  corned  beef, 
and  the  cracking,  glowing  log  a  shovelful  of  slack. 
The  kind  nurse  went  home  very  disappointed. 

But  on  Boxing  Day  the  Vicar  received  an  urgent 
request  to  come  at  once  and  see  Dicky.  Wonder- 
ing what  was  the  matter,  he  went.  Dicky  was 
up,  and  sitting  in  his  one  easy  chair  by  the  fire. 
By  his  side  stood  an  ancient  desk  from  which  he 
produced  some  equally  ancient   writing  materials. 

"  Are  you  able  to  write  plain  and  clear?  "  asked 
Dicky. 

The  Vicar  admitted  with  a  smile  that  he  thought 
he  could  do  so. 

"  Then  take  down  what  I  tell  you — write  it  large 
and  black.  Then  I'll  make  my  mark  and  you'll 
make  your'n." 

"  Yes,  my  lad,  yes — what  shall  I  write?  " 

Dicky's  voice  was  very  emphatic,  his  face  very 
red.     "  Write  this,"  he  commanded  : 

"  I,  Richard  Rawlins,  stole  them  there  seed 
pertaters  orf  of  the  nurse.  Richard  Rawlins,  his 
mark." 

With  interest  Dicky  watched  the  Vicar  as  he 
wrote.  His  mark  was  duly  added,  and  the  Vicar's 
signature. 

"  What  am  I  to  do  with  this,  Dicky?  " 

"  You're  to  show  it  to  everyone  you  meet,"  was 
the  reply.     "  Promise  me.  Vicar." 

"  Well,  I  don't  know  that  I  can  show  it  to 
everyone  I  meet,"  said  the  Vicar  with  another 
smile,  "  but  I  will  certainly  make  it  known  to 
those  concerned  ";  and  Dicky  had  to  be  contiht. 

Having  thus  relieved  his  conscience,  Dicky  arose 
and  went  about  his  work.  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  sickness  just  then,  and  he  did  not  see  Nurse 
Allison  until  New  Year's  Eve,  when  she  fetched 
him  to  have  tea  in  her  cottage. 

Arrayed  in  his  Sunday  best,  looking  very  self- 
conscious  and  shamefaced,  he  walked  by  her  side 
the  length  of  the  village  street  listening  silently  to 
her  cheery  talk.  People  came  to  their  doors  and 
windows  to  look  after  them.  Not  a  word  did  he 
speak,  but  when  she  took  his  hat  to  hang  up  in 
her  little  lobby,  there  were  tears  in  his  eyes  and 
his  face  quivered  with  emotion. 

She  put  her  hand  on  his  arm. 

"  Dicky,  we  are  going  to  forget  all  about  those 
potatoes.  I  never  gave  you  a  hard  thought,  my 
lad.  And  now  it  is  all  cleared  up  and  done  with, 
and  we'll  be  the  best  of  friends  in  future." 

And  so  they  were — nay,  more,  Dicky  became 
Nurse  Allison's  devoted  knight.  It  would  have 
gone  hard  with  anyone  who  said  a  word  against 
her  in  his  hearing,  for  he  was  a  big,  strongly-built 
fellow.  But  from  that  time  forth  nobody  wished 
to  say  anything  unkind,  for  the  villagers  had  the 
grace  io  feel  ashamed.  The  Vicar  preached  a 
sermon  on  the  sin  of  scandal-mongering,  and  the 
tide  of  public  opinion  set  as  strongly  in  her  favour 
as  it  had  once  set  against  her. 


THE  GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

Note  of  Proceedings  at  Meeting  of  General 

Nursing    Council     for     Scotland,     held     at 

■  13,   Melville  Street,   Edinburgh,  on   Friday, 

December  15TH,  1922. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Council,  fourteen 
members  were  present. 

It  was  intimated  that  the  Privy  Council  had 
appointed  Sir  John  Lome  MacLeod,  G.B.E.,  as 
their  representative  on  the  Council ;  that  the 
Scottish  Education  Department  had  appointed 
Miss  Nora  Milnes,  B.Sc,  Director  of  the  School 
of  Social  Study  and  Training,  The  University, 
Edinburgh,  as  their  nominee  ;  and  that  the  Scot- 
tish Board  of  Health  had  appointed  Dr.  A.  E. 
Chalmers,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Glasgow, 
Dr.  Katherine  Clark,  Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
Edinburgh  Education  Authority,  Colonel  D.  J. 
Mackintosh,  C.B.,  M.V.O.,  Western  Infirmary, 
Glasgow,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Y.  Rogers,  D.S.O.,  Dundee, 
as   their   representatives. 

On  the  motion  of  Colonel  Mackintosh,  seconded 
by  Miss  Gill,  Sir  John  Lome  MacLeod  was  unani- 
mously re-elected  Chairman  ;  and  on  the  motion 
of  Miss  Gill,  seconded  by  Miss  Merchant,  Miss 
Milnes  was  re-elected  Vice-Chairman. 

The  followdng  Committees  were  appointed  : — 

Registration  Committee. — ^Miss  Gill,  Convener  ; 
Miss  Burleigh  ;  Miss  Davidson  ;  Miss  Donald  ; 
Miss  Edmondson  ;  Miss  Eraser  ;  Miss  Merchant ; 
Miss  Thomas  ;    Miss  White. 

Education  and  Examination  Com,mittee. — Colonel 
Mackintosh,  Convener  ;  Sir  John  Lome  MacLeod  ; 
Miss  Milnes ;  Miss  Burleigh ;  Dr.  Chalmers ; 
Miss  Davidson  ;  Miss  Edmondson  ;  Miss  Eraser  ; 
Miss  Gill  ;  Miss  Merchant ;  Dr.  Rogers ;  Miss 
Thomas. 

Finance  Committee . — Dr.  Katherine  Clark,  Con- 
vener, Sir  John  Lome  MacLeod,  Miss  Milnes,  Dr. 
Chalmers,  Miss  Davidson,  Miss  Edmondson,  Dr. 
Rogers,  Miss  Thomas. 

Uniform,  Committee. — ^Miss  Merchant,  Convener, 
Miss  Burleigh,  Miss  Donald,  Miss  Gill,  Miss 
Thomas. 

Disciplinary  and  Penal  Case^  Committee. — ^Miss 
White,  Convener,  Sir  John  Lome  MacLeod,  Dr. 
Katherine  Clark,  Miss  Davidson,  Miss  Edmondson, 
Colonel  Mackintosh,  Dr.  Rogers,  Miss  Thomas. 

A  letter  was  submitted  from  the  Scottish  Board 
of  Health  enquiring  whether  the  Council  had  now 
formed  a  Register  in  terms  of  Section  2  of  the 
Nurses  Registration  (Scotland)  Act,  1919,  and 
whether  they  were  of  opinion  that  public  notice 
should  now  be  given  by  the  Board  that  the 
Register  had  been  compiled.  The  Registrar  was 
instructed  to  reply  to  the  Board  that  the  Register 
had  been  compiled,  and  that  the  Council  were  of 
opinion  that  public  notice  to  this  effect  should  now 
be  given. 

A  letter  was  submitted  from  the  Scottish  Board 
of  Health  intimating  approval  of  the  Council's 
amendments    to     Rules,     namely :      New     Rules 
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22  (a)  and  2i  (5)  {d)  arid  additions  to  Rules  22  (3) 
and  30  (i).  The  Registrar  was  instructed  to 
transmit  copies  to  Parliament  in  terms  of  the  Act. 
A  letter  was  submitted  from  Miss  M.  C.  Herbert, 
London,  dated  ist  inst.,  in  regard  to  her  previous 
correspondence  as  to  the  Rules  for  admission  of 
partially  trained  existing  nurses.  In  terms  of  the 
resolution  at  last  Meeting,  the  whole  question 
was  again  considered,  and  it  was  unanimously 
resolved  that  the  Council  should  adhere  to  their 
previous  resolution  to  make  no  alteration  on  the 
existing  Rules  meantime. 


LETTERS    TO   THE    EDITOR. 


We  congratulate  the  Scottish  Nursing  Council 
that  four  out  of  the  five  Committees  have  pro- 
fessional Conveners.  Dr.  Katherine  Clark  is  a 
nursing  plus  medical  practitioner. 


HOSPITAL    WORLD. 

The  King  has  sent  some  generous  donations  to 
the  Christmas  Funds  of  the  hospitals,  amongst 
them  the  London  Hospital  and  the  Royal  Northern 
Hospital  have  found  favour. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  presided  at  a  meeting  of 
the  General  Council  of  King  Edward's  Hospital 
Fund  for  London,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to 
distribute  ;^2 15,000  to  hospitals  and  ;^5,ooo  to  con- 
valescent homes.  A  message  from  the  King  was 
read. 


Princess  Mary's  Durham  wedding  gift  con- 
tributions amounted  to  £957,  and  it  has  been 
decided  to  invest  ;^900  towards  enlarging  the 
Children's  Ward  at  Durham  County  Hospital, 
and  to  utilise  the  balance  in  the  purchase  of  a 
cot  to  be  named  after  Princess  Mary, 


The  Ministry  of  Health  is  insisting  on  the  need 
for  vaccination,  as  the  smallpox  epidemic  is  of  a 
virulent  type. 


Lord  Richard  Cavendish  has  been  re-elected 
Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee  of  Poor  Law 
Conferences,  which  will  meet  at  the  London 
Giiildhall  on  February  20th  and  21st,  1923. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

December  25th. — Christmas  Day.  Hospital 
Festivities. 

December  2gth. — St.  Marylebone  Hospital, 
St  Charles  Square,  W.  View  Day  Party. 
3-6  p.m. 

January  loth  to2^th,  1923.— Issue  of  and  return 
of  Ballot  Papers  in  the  Election  of  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Representatives,  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales. 

OUR   ADVERTISERS. 

Do  not  omit  to  buy,  as  far  as  possible,  every- 
thing you  need  from  "  Our  Advertisers,"  and 
to  recommend  them  to  your  friends.  They  are 
all  first-class  firms. 


IVhilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

NO  GENERAL  TRAINING  TO  BE  REQUIRED 
FOR  THE  GENERAL  REGISTER. 

r  Dear  Madam, — I  beg  to  forward  for  publication 
the  copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  ofhce  on  Decem- 
ber 15th.  In  reply  I  have  advised  the  writer  to 
communicate  with  the  Registrar  at  the  G.N.C. 
office. 

Should  the  Minister  of  Health  approve  the  new 
Rule  recommended  by  Dr.  Goodall,  Chairman, 
and  the  Registration  Committee,  and  approved  by 
the  General  Nursing  Council  on  December  15th, 
all  such  V.A.D.  candidates  will  be  eligible  to  be 
placed  on  the  General  Part  of  the  Register,  as  it 
provides  practically  that  any  women  trained  in 
hospitals  or  institutions  not  approved  by  the 
Council,  for  one  year,  are  eligible  without 
any  general  training,  so  that  we  certificated 
general  nurses  will  presumably  have  placed  on 
our  list  all  the  specialists  who  are  not  eligible  for 
the  Supplementary  Registers.  My  Committee, 
for  the  protection  of  our  highly  qualified  nursing 
staff,  have  appealed  to  the  Minister  of  Health  to 
stay  his  hand  until  be  has  before  him  the  opinions 
of  some  of  the  15,000  general  trained  nurses  who 
have  registered  undef  the  present  Rule  which 
requires  at  least  one  year's  general  training  for  the 
general  Register.  We  have  heard  with  the  deepest 
apprehension  that  Dr.  Goodall,  and  his  colleagues 
on  the  Council  who  support  his  disastrous  policy, 
have  been  re-nominated  by  the  Minister  on  to 
the  Registered  Nurses'  governing  body.  Their 
policy  appears  to  be  to  depreciate  the  status  of  the 
general  trained  nurse  and  crush  out  every  con- 
scientious conviction  we  possess  in  our  relation  to 
the  sick  public. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Sophia  Cartwright, 
Sister  Secretary, 
Registered  Nurses'  Society. 

431,   Oxford  Street, 
London,  W. 

[copy  of  letter.] 

Dear  Madam, — May  I  trouble  you  to  enquire 
if  I  am  eligible  for  registration  as  a  Registered 
Nurse.  I  had  four  years  V.A.D.  Nursing  Service  in 
Naval  £tnd  Army  Hospitals,  about  three  months 
in  a  Nursing  Home  for  general  and  maternity 
cases ;  also  two  years  chronic  nursing  in  an 
Infirmary. 

I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  would  favour 
me  with  a  reply. 

:  Yours    faithfully, 

A.  L.  C. 

[We  agree  with  Sister  Cartwright  that  the  new 
Rule  as  worded — which  we  moved  at  the  Council 
Meeting  should  be  referred  back  for  further  con- 
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sideration,  and  which  was  only  passed  by  a  majo- 
rity of  two — makes  every  V.A.D.  and  semi-trained 
specialist  eligible  for  the  General  Part  of  the  Register. 
Should  the  Minister  approve  it,  it  will  be  a  very 
grave  breach  of  contract  with  the  pubhc  and  with 
the  thousands  of  nurses  who  have  already  paid  some 
/i2,ooo  to  register  under  the  present  Rules.  The 
policy  of  Dr.  Goodall  (Chairman  of  the  Regis- 
tration Committee),  who  supported  the  attempt 
to  deprive  thoroughly  trained  nurses  of  the  record 
of  their  certificates  on  the  published  Register, 
and  now  advocates  this  terrible  professional 
depreciation  of  the  General  Part  of  the  Register, 
proves  how  disastrous  it  is  for  a  profession  to  be 
controlled  by  other  than  its  own  members.  The 
proceedings  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  as 
reported  this  week,  are  a  disgrace  to  any  Statutory 
Body,  and  it  is  high  time  Parliament  intervened  and 
held  an  enquiry  into  the  whole  Nursing  Question. 
The  members  of  the  Council  who  form  the 
Registration  Committee,  and  who  recommended 
the  Rule  to  admit  semi-trained  specialists  without 
general  training  or  experience  from  hospitals  and 
institutions  not  approved  by  the  Council,  to  the 
General  Part  of  the  Register,  are  :  Dr.  Goodall 
(Chairman),  Miss  Cox-Da  vies.  Miss  Dowbiggin, 
Miss  Peterkin,  Miss  Coulton,  Miss  Sparshott,  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Hills,  and  Miss  Steele. — Ed.] 

AN  ENQUIRY  MOST  NECESSARY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Miss  Boyes  presents  her  compliments  and 
returns  your  complimentary  copy  of  The  British 
Journal  of  Nursing,  and  hope  she  will  not 
have  to  return  another.  Before  printing  you 
should  ascertain  the  truth. 

K.  Boyes, 
Isolation  Hospital,  Matron. 

East  Ham,  E.  6. 

[On  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  December  12th, 
tve  communicated  with  Miss  Boyes  by  telephone, 
asking  her  if  she  would  inform  us  what  took  place 
at  the  meeting  notified  to  be  held  that  day.  She 
replied  that  the  meeting  would  not  take  place 
until  the  evening,  and  very  likely  would  not  be 
over  until  2  a.m.  She  advised  us  to  communicate 
with  the  Clerk  to  the  East  Ham  Town  Council 
next  day.  This  we  did  mid-day,  Wednesday,  and 
at  some  inconvenience  inserted  in  our  revised  page 
the  fact  that  Councillor  Lethaby's  motion  was  lost 
"  that  a  Committee  of  investigg,tion  should  be 
appointed  to  go  into  the  charges  which  have  been 
made  against  the  Matron." 

Our  informant  was  unable  to  afford  us  any 
other  information  whatsoever. 

Comment  is  needless.  But  if  the  Staff  at  the 
East  Ham  Isolation  Hospital  are  treated  by  the 
Matron  with  the  same  lack  of  courtesy  which  she 
shows  to  the  press  the  sooner  the  Committee  asked 
for  by  Councillor  Lethaby  is  appointed  the  better. 
—Ed.] 

THREE    WORLDS. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Probably  many  of  your  readers 
besides  mysialf  may  desire  to  know  whence  JJklrs. 


Griffiths  derives  the  theories  set  forth  in  "  Three 
Worlds,"  with  a  view  to  study,  and  which — if 
any — school  of  thought  she  represents.  After 
twenty  years'  study  of  occultism,  I  confess  I  am 
astonished  at  the  serious  assumption  that  the 
average  inhabitants  of  earth — ^as  the  characters  in 
the  book  obviously  were — pass  to  life  on  the  planet 
Jupiter.  This  is  in  opposition  to  all  the  evidence 
which  trained  investigators  have  obtained.  Not 
until  all  the  lessons  which  earth-life  can  teach  have 
been  unforgettably  learned  is  the  soul  allowed  to 
proceed  to  those  spheres  which  demand  the  highest 
stage  of  evolution  attainable  on  earth.  The  souls 
fit  for  such  promotion  are  indeed  rare. 

With  so  many  ready  for  teaching  concerning  the 
Hves  to  come  it  were  a  pity  to  offer  them  a  theory 
which  has  not  been  tested,  ignoring  the  already 
profound,  proved  knowledge  which  many  of  us 
possess,  namely,  that  "  All  Heaven  about  us  Ues," 
and  that  our  bhndness  to  it,  and  to  the  world 
between  us  and  Heaven,  is  simply  due  to  our 
inability  to  transfer  our  consciousness  to  the  levels 
of  those  worlds  or  planes  of  existence.  In  other 
words,  our  mind-stuff  is  of  too  coarse  a  nature  to 
respond  to  the  vibrations  which  reach  us  from  the 
subtler  planes.  The  matter  of  each  plane  inter- 
penetrates that  of  the  plane  below  it,  aU  existing 
together  at  the  surface  of  the  earth.  The  poet, 
painter  and  musician  are  able  to  respond  to  some  of 
such  vibrations ;  hence  their  poetry,  pictures  and 
music — a  foretaste  of  Heaven. 

A  multiplicity  of  theories  on  this  subject  is  to 
be  deprecated  as  confusing  to  thought  and  a 
hindrance  to  progress,  whereas  thought  on  the  lines 
well-laid  adds  to  the  valuable  sum  of  tested  know- 
ledge which  has  brought  stability  of  belief  regarding 
our  continuous  hfe  to  thousands  during  the  last 
decade. 

I  am  here  concerned  with  Truth  rather  than  with 
comfort ;  but  surely  it  is  more  comforting  to  know 
that  we  are  surrounded  by  our  invisible  dear  ones 
than  to  imagine  them  on  distant  planets. 

I  am,  Dear  Madam, 
Yours  faithfully, 

M.   M.   G.    BlELBY. 

Cranford,  Middlesex. 


PLEASE  NOTICE. 

Lists  of  the  applicants  approved  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  registration  on  November  17th, 
1922,  and  therefore  not  included  in  the  printed 
list,  can  be  obtained  from  the  offices  of  the  Council, 
12,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park,  N.W.i. 

Owing  to  the  Christmas  Holidays  the  British 
Journal  of  Nursing  wiU  be  issued  on  F'riday  instead 
of  Thursday  next  week. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION    QUESTIONS. 

December  2,0th. — What  is  (a)  a  barium  or  bismuth 
meal ;  [b]  a  test  meal.  For  what  purpose  are 
these  meals  gxvea  ?  ^  .  ,,. 
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THe   Midwife. 


THE  QUEEN'S  GIFTS 

The  Queen  has  sent  Christmas  donations  of  ;^io 
each  to  the  Clergy  Homes  of  St.  Barnabas,  the 
Deptford  Fund,  the  East  End  Mothers'  Lying-in 
Home,  the  Governesses'  Benevolent  Institution, 
and  the  Girls'  Friendly  Society,  and  a  gift  of  toys 
to  the  Princess  Mary  Village  Homes  at  Addlestone, 
Surrey. 

INASMUCH. 

When  Phoebe  Masters,  feeble-minded,  light  of 
love,  returned  with  the  instinct  of  a  homing  bird 
to  her  own  village  that  her  baby  might  be  born 
there,  the  wiseacres  shook  their  heads.  Nothing 
for  her  but  the  workhouse,  they  prophesied.  But 
Widow  Green  thought  otherwise.  Jim  Masters, 
Phoebe's  father,  and  Nancy  Green  had  once  been 
sweethearts,  and  though  they  had  had  "  words," 
on  the  subject  of  Jim's  over-frequent  visits  to  the 
"  Green  Dragon, "-and  Nancy  had  finally  told  him 
to  "  go  his  ways,"  for  she  would  never  be  the  wife 
of  a  sot,  she  still,  after  twenty  irreproachable  years 
as  wife  and  widow,  had  a  soft  corner  in  her  heart 
for  her  first  love,  and  was  not  going  to  have  his 
child  sent  to  the  workhouse  whatever  her  delin- 
quencies. She  took  her  in,  mothered  her,  nursed 
her,  and  in  due  course  the  child  was  born,  and 
then,  just  as  the  new  life  was  launched  into  the 
world,  that  of  pretty,  foolish  Phoebe  flickered  out. 

"  Now,"  said  the  neighbours,  "  Nancy  will  have 
to  send  the  child  to  the  workhouse  "  ;  but  they 
were  mistaken.  Nancy  clung  tenaciously  to  the 
child,  and  while,  to  ordinary  people,  he  was  just 
a  repulsive,  yellow-skinned  baby,  with  a  mat  of 
dark  hair  surmounting  a  wizened  and  wrinkled 
face,  to  Nancy  he  represented  her  world.  She 
poured  out  on  him  a  wealth  of  affection,  and  fiercely 
repelled  anyone  who  dared  to  hint  that  he  was  not 
the  most  winsome  of  babies. 

"  It  fairly  beats  me  how  Nance  can  care  for  him," 
said  her  next-door  neighbour.  ' '  Fair  Uke  a  little 
monkey  he  is,  and  never  quiet,  not  for  a  minute, 
but  just  lies  in  'is  cot  and  wails,  and  when  Nance 
picks  him  up  to  comfort  him  'e  shrinks  like  as  if  it 
hurt  'im  to  lie  in  'er  arms.  A  most  onnatural 
child  I  calls  him." 

Christmas  was  drawing  near  when  an  epidemic 
of  measles  and  whooping-cough  swept  over  the 
village,  decimating  its  child  population,  and 
amongst  the  stricken  was  Widow  Green's  adopted 
nursUng. 

There  was  little  hope  from  the  first ;  the  child 
had  no  stamina,  no  vitality  with  which  to  with- 
stand the  onslaught  of  the  invading  germ.  The 
neighbours  talked  of  "a  happy  release,"  the 
doctor — who  was  also  Medical  Ofticer  of  Health — 
discoursed  to  his  junior  partner  on  the  laws  of 
heredity  and  tragic  sequence ;  but  Nancy  was 
inconsolable,  and  on  Christmas  Eve  awaited  with 


feelings  akin  to  despair  the  advent  of  the  under- 
taker who  should  take  from  her  the  tiny  waxen 
form  which  lay  so  still  in  the  cot,  looking  more 
child-like  and  attractive  than  at  any  time  during 
its  short  life,  the  lines  of  pain  relaxed,  the  wailing 
hushed. 

For  two  nights  Nancy  had  sat  up  with  him,  and 
by  and  bye  fell  into  a  deep  exhausted  sleep — so 
exhausted  that  she  never  heard  the  knock  of  the 
undertaker's  man,  which  was  answered  by  the 
next  door  neighbour. 

"  Better  take  'im  away  without  wakin'  'er," 
said  the  kindly  woman. 

The  man  looked  dubious.  "  She'll  take  on  ever 
so  when  she  finds  'im  gone,"  he  said. 

But  so  it  was.  "  She  can  see  'im  again  round 
at  my  place  if  she  wants  to,"  he  decided.  Then 
the  little  body  was  placed  in  the  small  white  coffin, 
and  the  man  tramped  away  to  deposit  his  light 
burden  and  to  call  at  other  bereaved  homes. 

The  Christmas  bells  were  ringing  for  the  midnight 
service  when  Nancy  awoke  and  gazed  about  her 
bewildered.  The  room  seemed  full  of  light,  and 
a  babe  beautiful  beyond  compare  lay  in  the  cot 
of  her  lost  darling.  From  the  church  near  by 
floated  out  the  refrain  of  the  Adestes  FideUs. 

"  Oh  come  let  us  adore  Him,  Christ  the  Lord." 

As  Nancy  knelt  in  adoring  wonder  before  the 
crib  of  the  Holy  Child  she  felt  strangely  comforted, 
and  the  words  fell  on  her  ear  : 

"  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren  ye  have  done  it  unto 
me."     "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  always." 


"  Pity  'er  trouble  'as  turned  'er  'ead.  Seems 
'appy  like,  and  smiling  to  'erself,  and  sayin'  the 
kid  is  with  'er  always.  But  yer  know  he's  dead 
and  buried,  don't  yer,  Nancy  ?  " 

Nancy  smiles. 

M.  B. 


FOR 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES'  BOARD 
SCOTLAND. 

CERTIFIED   MIDWIFE    STRUCK    OFF 
THE    ROLL. 

At  a  special  Meeting  of  the  Board  for  the 
Hearing  of  Penal  Cases,  Dr.  James  Haig  Ferguson 
in  the  Chair,  there  was  under  consideration  the 
case  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Simpson,  Certified  Midwife, 
No.  1294,  16,  Webster  Street,  Bridgeton,  Glasgow, 
who  had  been  found  guilty  of  a  number  of  breaches 
of  the  Rules  and  whose  case  had  been  adjourned 
for  judgment  on  further  reports  from  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  as  to  the  conduct  of  her 
practice.  It  was  intimated  that  the  Reports  were 
unfavourable,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  remove  the  name  of  Margaret  Simpson  from  the 
Roll  of  Midwives  and  to  cancel  her  aertificate. 


THE 
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EDITORIAL. 


NURSING     IN     1922. 

During"  1922,  as  in  192 1,  the  chief  interest 
in  nursing"  circles  has  been  centred  in  the 
General  Nursing  Councils  for  Eng"land  and 
Wales,  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

It  has,  we  are  aware,  been  a  g"reat  disappoint- 
ment to  many  Registered  Nurses  that  more 
has  not  been  achieved  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  before  going 
out  of  office  on  December  23rd.  Undoubtedly, 
under  more  auspicious  conditions,  more  mig-ht 
have  been  accomplished,  but  let  us  first  of  all 
consider  what  has  actually  been  done. 

The  g'reat  wave  of  progress  which  at  the  end 
of  1 91 9  landed  the  Nurses'  Reg^istration  Acts 
on  the  Statute  Book  of  these  Realms  could  not 
be  expected  to  sweep  everything"  before  it.  It 
is  only  in  accordance  with  precedence  that  it 
should  recede  before  another  great  forward 
movement  results  in  the  final  emancipation  of 
the  Nursing"  Profession. 

The  members  of  the  profession  have  for  many 
years  beien  in  a  condition  of  economic  servitude. 
Here  and  there  a  brave  spirit  hasi  had  the 
courage  to  rebel  agfainst  these  conditions,  to 
demand  that,  like  other  professions,  it  shall  be 
^  self-governing  and  self-supporting.  The  work 
which  resulted  in  the  passing  of  the  Registra- 
tion Acts  was  the  work  of  the  few,  not  of  the 
many ;  they  secured  for  nurses  almost  a  two^ 
thirds  majority  on  their  Governing"  Body,  a 
great  triumph,  which  those  who  have  worked 
throug-h  the  thirty  years  before  the  Act  was 
passed  will  recognise.  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, many  of  those  appointed  on  to  the  Council 
had  only  come  into  the  movement  when  the 
battle  was  won,  and  had  for  so  long"  opposed 
the  principle  underlying  the  organisation  of 
Trained  Nursing  by  the  State,  that  they  con- 
tinued to  think  along  the  same  groove,  and,  so 
far  as  we  are  aware,  took  no  steps  to  fit  them- 
selves for  public  service. 

The  result  has  been  that  the>-  have  shuffled 
off  their  responsibilities  on  to  the  minority  of 
men  on  the  Council  and  thus  undermined  the 


principle  of  self-gfovernment — power  which 
was  only  too  eag"erly  grasped  by  men  who,  with 
two  exceptions,  have  all  been,  or  are,  medical 
officials,  and  therefore  more  or  less  in  the  habit 
of  autocratic  control  of  their  subordinates,  the 
nurses — an  element  from  which  independence 
for  the  Nursing  Profession  will  never  be 
conceded. 

The  mistakes  of  the  new  converts  were 
partly  mistakes  of  ignorance,  partly  of  the 
spirit  of  intolerance,  which  they  had  so  long 
exercised  in  connection  with  State  Registra- 
tion and  all  that  it  included,  partly  of  those 
who  owed  allegiance  to  an  outside  organisa- 
tion under  the  domination  of  the  employers  of 
nurses. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  we 
were  in  the  trough  of  the  receding  wave. 
The  majority  of  the  Council  were  in  a  state 
of  suspended  animation,  and  it  was  not  until 
February  3rd  it  once  again  began  to  function, 
coming  back  with  a  promise  of  the  support  of 
the  late  Minister  of  Health. 

Having  treated  their  colleagues  with  such 
contempt,  it  was  an  unmerited  indignity  that 
they  should  have  been  permitted  to  trifle  with 
the  security  of  the  Nursing  Profession.  Un- 
fortunately their  irresponsible  and  reprehen- 
sible conduct  was  condoned,  if  not  encour- 
aged, by  the  late  Minister  of  Health,  and 
they  returned  to  office  to  trample  on  the  con- 
victions and  aspirations  of  the  informed 
minority. 

From  the  day  that  the  reactionaries  were 
reinstated  in  power  by  Sir  Alfred  Mond  the 
provisions  of  the  Nurses'  Act  have  been 
flouted  and  ignored. 

Just  Rules  have  been  rescinded,  preferential 
treatment  has  been  given  to  groups  of  nurses, 
huge  expenditure  has  been  incurred  without, 
apparently,  any  tangible  results  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Profession. 

The  Register  due  in  July,  1922,  has  not  been 
published ;  an  attempt  has  been  made  by  the 
Education  Committee  to  evade  the  right  of 
the  nurses  under  the  Act  to  a  "  prescribed 
scheme"  of  training,  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
tected uniform  and  badge  have  been  constantly 
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deferred,  and  the  Council  has  g-one  out  of 
oflfice  without  arranging-  for  these  outward 
and  visible  signs  of  their  status  granted  in 
1 91 9  to  Registered  Nurses ;  in  fact,  the  result 
of  a  medical  and  matronic  autocracy  has  been 
a  shameful  waste  of  time,  opportunity,  and 
money. 

For  these  reprehensible  conditions  the  Nurs- 
ing Profession  cannot  be  wholly  exonerated. 
Had  the  majority  of  nurses  taken  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  their  own  affairs,  acquainted 
themselves  with  the  privileg'es  granted  to  them 
by  Parliament  under  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act,  taken  prompt  means  to  secure  rig"hts 
which  were  trifled  with,  studied  professional 
opinion,  as  voiced  in  the  professional  press, 
and  acted  for  themselves,  instead  of  too  often 
allowing  themselves  to  be  manipulated  by  a 
Company  of  laymen,  there  would  have  been  a 
very  different  tale  to  tell  \^i  the  generous 
legislation  of  1919.  To  some  extent  the  pre- 
sent situation  is  due  to  their  lack  of  con- 
scientious conviction  and  professional  con- 
science. 

But,  when  all  is  said  and  done,  the  Act  is 
on  the  Statute  Book,  the  privileges  it  confers 
can  still  be  enforced,  and,  unless  the  Nursing 
Profession  in  this  country  stultifies  itself,  by 
returning  to  power  persons  Avho  have  proved 
themselves  absolutely  ignorant  of  nursing 
economics,  we  may  hope  that  the  year  1923 
will  see  a  decided  improvement  in  the  status 
of  nurses  in  this  country. 

Nevertheless,  you  "cannot  pour  out  of  a 
pitcher  what  is  not  in  it,"  and  unless  trained 
nurses  show  a  more  altruistic  spirit  in  the 
future  than  in  the  past,  it  may  be  many  years 
before  they  come  into  their  full  inheritance. 

The  International  Council  of  Nurses. 

But  where  nurses  are  free  in  self-governing 
organisations,  as  they  are  in  the  National  and 
International  Councils  of  Nurses,  we  perceive 
broad  shafts  of  light. 

The  silence  of  the  Great  War  is  at  an  end, 
and  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Inteimational 
Council  of  Nurses  has  once  more  met  (at 
Copenhagen)  and  federated  the  National  Coun- 
cils of  five  more  countries — South  Africa,  Bd'- 
gium,  Italy,  Norway,  and  China;  thus  the 
wholei  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions  beyond  the 
Seas  (with  the  exception  of  AustraJia),  the 
United  States  of  America,  many  European 
countries,  and  China,  are  included  in  this  great 
Federation  of  Nurses  which  almost  encircles  the 
world,  and  which  must,  in  the  future,  be  a 
powerful  factor  in  furthering  the  efficient  care 
of  the  sick,  and  securing  the  honour  and  the 


interest  of  the  Nursing-  Profession,  so  that  its 
energies  may  be  utilised  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind. 

Here  is  a  splendid  field  for  the  exercise  of 
the  most  generous  and  progressive  impulses 
of  the  Nursing-  Sisterhood. 

We  turn,  with  relief,  from  the  restricted  and 
circumscribed  outlook  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  to  the  splendid 
spaciousness  of  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses. 

For  the  moment  a  pigmy  policy  may  appear 
to  obstruct  the  evolution  of  trained  nursing"  in 
Britain,  but  above  and  beyond  this  pettifogging- 
atmosphere  the  nurses  of  the  world  have  found 
freedom  in  this  great  Federation,  throug^hi  the 
combined  intelligfence  of  the  women,  in  every 
country,  who  are  leading  the  evolution  of 
nursing  to  hig-h  ethical  and  profesisional 
standards,  which  no  group  of  reactionaries  of 
restricted  outlook  can  withstand. 

There  is  no  reason  whatever  for  despair. 
Evolution,  the  strongest  power  for  progress  in 
the  world,  is  on  the  side  of  right.  It  has  already 
removed  mountains. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


To  the  outside  world  It  may  seem,  a  sad  thing 
to  spend  Christmas  in  hospital,  but  to  those 
who  know,  whether  members  of  the  hospital 
staff  or  patients  in  the  wards,  Christmas  Days 
spent  in  hospital  are  red-letter  days,  to  be 
remembered  above  all  that  have  gone  before 
and  come  after.  The  very  spirit  of  Christmas 
seems  incarnate  within  hospital  wards. 

In  many  hospitals  this  year  the  standard  has, 
if  possible,  excelled  previous  ones.  The  flowers 
were  lovely,  and  everyone,  from  the  senior 
member  of  the  Visiting  Staff  to  the  young-est 
pro.  and  the  newest  ward  maid,  combined  to 
give  the  patients  a  good  time^ — and  success 
crowned  their  efforts. 


The  New  Year  will  be  several  days  old  before 
another  issue  of  this  Journal  reaches  our 
readers.  We  therefore  most  heartily  wish  them 
now  all  happiness  and  success  in  1923. 


The  work  of  Lady  Dudley's  Nurses  in  thie 
West  of  Ireland  is  work  of  the  highest  value, 
and  it  is  with  the  gfreatest  reg-ret  we  learn 
that  during  1921,  at  a  time  when  the  need  for 
the  work  of  the  nurses  was  never  more  urgent, 
the   Committee,    througfh   lack   of   funds,    was 
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obligfed  to  close  down  in  some  of  the  districts. 
Reoessi,  Malinmore  and  Spiddal  were  thus 
closed,  but  it  is  reported  that  so  crying"  became 
the  needs  of  the  sick  that,  thanks  to  the 
g^enerosity  of  Lord  Dudley,  the  Irish  Save  the 
Children  Fund,  and  Father  Kelly,  a  nurse  was 
reinstated  at  Spiddal  early  this  year,  and  an 
effort  is  being-  made  to  re-establish  the  work  in 
other  abandoned  districtsi,  for  at  present  many 
lives  are  being-  lost  for  lack  of  adequate  support 
of  Lady  Dudley's  Nursing-  Scheme. 

At  the  end  of  1921  the  baiiance  in  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  was  £1  5s.  6d.,  and  this  year  it  is 
anticipated  there  will  be  a  deficit.  It  is  there- 
fore with  special  pleasure  we  learn  that  one  of 
the  last  acts  of  Lady  FitzAlan  ibefore  leavingf 
the  Vioeregfal  Lodgfe,  at  the  end  of  Lord  Fitz- 
Alan's  term  of  officei,  was  to  forward  to  the 
Countess  of  Mayo,  President  of  Lady  Dudley's 
Nursing-  Scheme,  the  sum  of  ;£87,  unexpended 
balance  of  the  money  collected  by  the:  women 
of  Southern  Ireland  for  a  wedding-  giift  to 
Princess  Mar)\ 

There  are  at  present  thirty  of  Lady  Dudley's 
Nurses,  all  of  whomi  have  had  three  years' 
g-eneral  training-  and  six  months'  special  district 
training",  who  work  in  the  counties  of  Mayo, 
Donegal,  Galway,  Kerr}',  Roscommon,  Cork, 
and  Sligfo.  They  paid,  last  year,  41,322  visits 
to  1,588  medical,  1,410  surgfical,  and  454 
maternity  cases.  Each  nurse  costs  ;^2oo  a  year, 
towards  which  the  patients  contribute  what 
they  can  afford,  the  Committee  of  Lady 
Dudley's  Nursing"  Scheme,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  the  Insurance  Commission 
making-  up  the  balancei.  We  hope  that  this  in- 
valuable work  will  not  be  permitted  to  suffer 
for  lack  of  funds. 


•  One    of    the    results    of    the    work    of    the 

American  Committee  for  the  Devastated  Re^ 
gions  in  France  is  that  a  modern  training- 
school  for  nurses  is  to  be  built  in  connection 
with  a  hospital  which  Dr.  Oberthur,  of 
Paris,  is  enlarg-ing.  The  School  will  be  ad- 
ministered for  a  time  by  the  American  Com- 
mittee, and  is  the  outcome  of  an  investig-ation 
made  at  the  request  of  a  g-roup  of  French 
physicians,  who  desired  to  improve  nursing- 
standards  in  France,  and  who  were  impressed 
by  the  work  of  the  Eng-lish;  and  American 
nurses  during"  the  war,  and  later  bv  the  nursing" 
and  public  health  work  under  the  American 
Committee  in  the  Department  of  the  Aisne, 
where  the  mortality  rates  were  far  below  those 
in  other  departments. 

As  a   result  of  the   investlg'ation   Professor 
Calmette,  Director  of  the  Pasteur  Institute,  as 


the  head  of  a  group  of  representative  French 
physicians,  formally  requested  the  American 
Committee  to  establish  a  model  training-  school 
for  nurses  in  France,  and  a  Committee,  under 
the  leadership  of  Dr.  C.  E.  A.  Winslow,  of 
Yale,  was  formed  to  have  charg-e  of  the  pro- 
ject in  America.  The  names  of  the  distin- 
guished members  of  the  nursings  profession 
who  have  seats  on  this  Committee  are  a 
g-uarantee  that  the  hig^hest  standards  will  be 
maintained.  They  include  Miss  Anna  Max- 
well, LL.D.,  Professor  M.  Adelaide  Nutting, 
Miss  Clara  Noyes,  Miss  Ella  Phillips  Crandall, 
Major  Julia  Stimson,  and  Miss  A.  W.  Gk)od- 
rich.  Also'  Mrs.  Breokinridg-e,  so  well  known 
for  her  fine  work  as  Director  of  Child  Hyg-iene 
and  Public  Health  in  the  district  of  the  Aisne, 
of  which  Soissons  and  Vic  were  the  centres. 

Miss  Anne  Morg-an,  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Devastated  Reg^ions  in 
France,  who  for  so  long-  worked  at  its 
Headquarters,  at  15,  Boulevard  Lannes  XVP 
in  Paris,  is  also  a  member  of  the  American 
Committee. 

Three  French  nurses  have  for  some  months 
been  studying  in  America,  with  the  object  of 
enlarging-  their  knowledge,  so  that  eventually 
they  may  be  able  to  carry  on  the  work. 

This  demonstration  in  Paris,  and  that  of 
the  Bordeaux  School  under  Dr.  Hamilton, 
should  afford  object-lessons  which  will  help  to 
raise  the  standard  of  nursing  throughout 
'France,  for,  given  the  opportunity,  nO'  women 
will  make  better  nurses  than  the  deft-handed 
daughters  of  France. 


The  shortage  of  nurses  willing  to  undertake 
Bush  Nursing  and  in  other  country  districts 
in  Victoria  is  causing  real  hardship,  and  at 
an  inter-State  Conference  at  Sydney  Sir  James 
Barrett  said  he  had  seen  Sir  Joseph  Cook  and 
had  made  other  efforts  to  start  a  stream  of 
nurses  from  London. 

We  doubt  if  such  a  solution  is  practicable. 
How  many  of  our  town-trained  nurses  could 
tackle  Bush  Nursing  conditionsi  satisfactorily? 
We  fear  very  few. 

The  following  motion  was  carried  at  the 
Conference  : — 

"  That  the  serious  shortage  of  nurses  hold- 
ing the  maternity  as  well  as  the  general  certi- 
ficate be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
various  State  Ministers  of  Health." 

Apparently  the  Government  (Victoria)  has 
made  no  further  progress  with  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Bill. 
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LEAGUE    NEWS. 


GLASGOW  ROYAL  INFIRMARY  NURSES' 
REUNION    DINNER. 

The  Trades  House,  Glassford  Street,  Glasgow, 
was  chosen  as  the  scene  of  the  G.R.I.  Nurses' 
Reunion  Dinner  on  December  7th,  and  the  beauti- 
ful Hall,  recently  redecorated,  lent  brilliance  and 
lustre  to  the  gay  scene.  Half  panelled  in  glowing 
mahogany,  in  contrast  to  the  brilliant  tone  of  the 
emerald-green  walls,  and  mouldings  of  gold  and 
white,  the  dome  finely  decorated  with  the  arms  of 
the  City's  Trades,  no  more  appropriate  place 
could  have  been  selected  for  the  Nurses'  League 
Reunion.  The  guests,  to  the  number  of  200,  met 
in  the  reception  room  at  7.45.  Mrs.  Strong, 
becomingly  dressed  in  rich  black  brocade  and 
delicate  Honiton  lace,  was  led  to  the  Chair  by 
James  Macfarlane,  Esq.,  D.L.,  LL.D.,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Management,  and  presided, 
with  charming  dignity,  over  a  delightful  function. 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  the  Guest  of  Honour,  was 
seated  on  her  right  and  Miss  Steuart  Donaldson, 
President  of  the  League,  next  to  Dr.  Macfarlane 
on  the  left,  and  supporting  Mrs.  Strong  at  the 
high  table,  which  was  gaily  decorated  with  cherry- 
coloured  carnations  and  asparagus  fern,  were  : 
Mr.  James  Craig  (Chairman  of  the  House  Com- 
mittee), Dr.  Barlow,  Dr.  James  Adams,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Pringle,  M.B.,  W.  K.  Hunter,  Esq.,  M.D., 
D.Sc,  Mrs.  Balmain,  Lady  Dunlop  and  Miss  Muir- 
head  (Ladies'  Committee) .  Beautiful  sprays  of  roses 
and  carnations  were  presented  to  Mrs.  Strong  and 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  by  the  G.R.I.  Nurses'  League. 

Letters  and  telegrams  of  apology  were  read 
from  Miss  Melrose,  R.R.C.,  and  from  many 
friends,  but  amongst  those  present  were  former 
nurses  who  had  come  from  London,  Liverpool, 
and  other  distant  places  in  England  and  ScotLnd, 
to  support  their  Alma  Mater.  Much  regret  was 
expressed  at  the  absence  through  indisposition  of 
Miss  WiUiamson,  the  popular  Assistant  Matron, 
who  had  taken  so  active  a  part  in  securing  the 
success  of  the  Dinner. 

A  telegram  of  good  wishes  and  regret  at  her 
absence  was  dispatched  to  Miss  Melrose,  R.R.C. 
amidst  great  applause. 

The  Menu. 

During  the  serving  of  a  delicious  menu  it  was 
evident  that  all  present  were  in  the  gayest  spirits, 
and  the  scene  in  the  hall  resembled  a  bright, 
parterre  of  flowers,  dainty  gowns  of  every  colour, 
and  smihng  faces  making  a  charming  picture. 

THE     TOASTS. 
The    King. 

The  toast  of  "  The  King  "  was  duly  honoured. 

The  Royal   Infirmary. 

Dr.  Barlow,  in  rising  to  propose  the  Toast  of 
"The  Royal  Infirmary,"  expressed  his  great 
pleasure  in  being  present,  and  also  his  pride  at 
being  singled  out  for  this  honour.     His  connection 


with  the  Royal  Infirmary  had  extended  over  a  long 
number  of  years-^since  1870 — a  fairly  long  time 
even  in  the  history  of  the  Infirmary.  He  made 
particular  reference  to  Lord  Lister  and  how  Glas- 
gow claims  him  as  her  own.  The  need  for  the 
radical  change  Lord  Lister  wrought  in  surgery  was 
first  borne  in  upon  him  while  in  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary, and  he  never  faltered  until  slowly  but  surely 
the  principles  of  antiseptic  treatment  of  wounds 
were  established.  The  work  of  Lister  in  the  Royal 
Infirmary  had  been  a  powerful  and  persistent 
stimulus  to  all  workers  in  the  art  of  healing.  Dr. 
Barlow  urged  the  nurses  and  doctors  to  prove 
themselves  worthy  of  their  great  heritage. 

Continuing,  Dr.  Barlow  coupled  the  Toast  of  the 
G.R.I,  with  the  name  of  Dr.  James  Macfarlane, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  of  whom  he 
spftke  with  very  great  regard.  For  eight  yeans  he 
has  held  the  position  of  Chairman,  and  is  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  come  in  contact  with 
him. 

Dr.  Macfarlane,  in  replying,  was  keenly  appre- 
ciative of  the  words  spoken  by  Dr.  Barlow  about 
him,  and  went  on  to  say  that  the  Nurses  ought  to 
look  to  the  present  and  the  future.  His  quotation 
that  "  young  men  see  visions  and  old  men  dream 
dreams  "  was  very  apt,  for  it  was  important  for 
society  that  there  should  be  the  old  men  dreaming 
dreams,  but  it  was  more  important  that  we  should 
have  the  young  men  to  see  the  visions.  On  look- 
ing over  the  years  as  far  back  as  he  could  remem- 
ber, the  constant  and  steady  progress  attained  by 
the  Royal  Infirmary  had  been  marked,  and  he 
added  that  we  all  realised  that  there  could  be  no 
finality  here.  The  growth  of  the  Royal  Infirmary 
within  t3he  last  generation  would  have  surpassed 
even  the  imagination  of  a  Lister.  He  outlined  a 
scheme  in  course  of  construction  which  would 
supply  a  long- felt  want  in  Glasgow,  i.e.,  the  build- 
ing of  a  Nursing  Home  for  people  who  were  just 
above  being  patients  in  the  Royal,  Western,  or 
Victoria  Infirmaries,  and  yet  could  not  rise  to  the 
charges  of  the  West  End  Nursing  Homes.  In  con- 
cluding, Dr.  Macfarlane  thanked  everyone  present 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  received  the 
Toast. 

The  G.R.I.  Nurses'  League. 
Mr.  James  Craig,  in  proposing  the  Toast  of  the 
G.R.I.  Nurses'  League,  said  that  but  for  the  fact 
that  the  toast  which  immediately  preceded  it  was 
that  of  the  grand  old  "  Royal,"  he  would  have 
considered  that  this  was  the  toast  of  the  evening. 
He  referred  to  the  Inaugural  Dinner  at  which  he 
had  been  present,  and  he  recalled  that  it  was  then 
decided  that  it  should  take  the  form  of  an  annual 
gathering,  and  this  fact  he  commended.  Mr.  Craig 
spoke  of  various  Leagues  that  had  been  formed  by 
man  from  the  earliest  days  since  that  union  formed 
in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  and  later,  when  men  found 
the  need  for  an  alliance  for  mutual  protection. 
Through  the  years,  Leagues  were  really  found  to 
be  necessary  for  the  promotion  of  some  most  de- 
sirable object.  Where  would  Scotland  herself  be 
to-day  without  Union?  The  League  of  Nations 
had  been   formed  to  stop  all   further  wars.     The 
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members  of  the  G.R.I.  Nurses'  League  are  daily 
increasing — the  members-hip  to-day  stands  at  272. 
Mr.  Craig  went  on  to  speak  of  the  Nursing  Profes- 
sion, and  he  urged  those  present  to  try  in  every 
way  to  further  the  alhance  of  Leagues,  and  so 
arrive  at  a  proper  standard  for  the  profession. 
Greater  things  would  be  expected  of  the  Nursing 
Profession  as  the  sdience  of  medicine  and  surgery 
progressed.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  those 
who  devoted  their  time  to  the  cause  of  alleviating 
suffering  humanity  should  feel  that  their  mission 
in  life  had  been  fulfilled  and  that  they  had  earned 
a  just  reward. 

Miss  Donaldson,  responding  to  the  Toast  of  the 
G.R.L  Nurses'  League,  of  which  she  is  President, 
made  an  earnest  appeal  to  all  former  members  of 
the  Nursing  Staff  to  join  the  League.  She  alluded 
to  Mr.  Craig's  description  of  the  origin  of  Leagues, 
and  asked  everyone  to  ponder  over  what  he  had 
said.  Alas !  she  said,  among  such  associations 
there  were  some  both  dangerous  and  disruptive, 
but  such  a  League  of  past  and  present  nurses  not 
only  preserves  the  memory  of  the  past,  but  fosters 
hapypy  relations  with  the  future,  binding  past  and 
present.  It  also  keeps  individuals  in  touch  with 
one  another,  thereby  strengthening  friendship.  We 
are  all  part  of  a  Whole,  and  btlier  lives  are  bound 
up  in  ours.  We  want  to  lose  sight  of  self  and  the 
thought  that  perhaps  at  the  moment  the  League  is 
not  going  to  mean  very  much  to  individuals.  Miss 
Donaldson  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  with  great 
satisfaction  she  noted  that  past  nurses  of  the 
G.R.I,  all  over  the  world  were  members  of  the 
League,  and  she  took  the  opportunity  of  saying 
that  there  were  members  present  who  had  come 
from  Liverpool  and  from  London.  She  thought 
that  through  the  Journal  the  members  in  distant 
lands  could  feel  that  they  were  connected  as  if 
with  a  "  live  Avire  "  to  the  work  of  the  G.R.I,  to- 
day. She  made  a  final  appeal  to  the  nurses  to  join 
the  League,  and  so  link  up  the  past  with  the 
present. 

The  Medical  Staff. 

Sister  Rodriguez,  in  proposing  the  Toast  of  the 
Medical  Staflf,  said  :  I  have  been  given  the  honour 
to  propose  a  Toast  to  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary.  When  we  think  of  the  medical  staff,  I 
am  sure  we  one  and  all  think  of  our  Chiefs,  some 
of  us  also  think  of  the  Residents ;  but  the  thoughts 
of  our  Chiefs  come  first.  They  are  varied  thoughts, 
thoughts  of  hard  work  and  of  praise,  thoughts  of 
kindness  and  of  patience,  thoughts  of  scoldings 
and  of  silent  laughter.  We  all,  she  continued,  re- 
member the  deadly  feuds  amongst  us  as  regards 
the  merits  of  our  respective  Chiefs.  No  physician 
or  surgeon  could  be  so  splendid  as  ours,  and  there 
are  very  few  people  who  fully  realise  as  we  do  the 
extent  of  their  great  work.  There  is  no  branch  of 
the  Medical  Profession  which  gives  the  best  advice 
and  skill  so  willingly  and  so  untiringly  as  the 
Medical  Staff  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  we 
nurses  are  proud  of  the  names  of  the  Staff  which 
have  made  our  Training  School  famous. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Pringle  said  that  on  behalf  of  the 
Medical  Staff  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  he  had  to  ex- 


press their  thanks  for  the  very  real  sentiments 
spoken  by  Sister  Rodriguez.  On  his  own  behalf, 
he  was  much  siu-prised  to  be  greeted  with  such  ap- 
plause on  rising,  as  he  had  no  idea  he  was  such  a 
favourite.  (Laughter.)  The  Medical  Staff,  he  con- 
tinued, could  not  get  on  without  the  loyal  help  of 
the  Nursing  Staff.  After  all,  the  medical  side  of 
the  house  started  the  work,  but  the  conclusion  and 
the  successful  conclusion  of  the  work  was  entirely 
due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Nursing  Staff.  He  knew 
he  was  speaking  for  all  the  Medical  Staff  when  he 
said  that  they  all  felt  that  they  were  greatly  in- 
debted to  the  wonderful  supfwrt  they  had  from  the 
Nurses. 

The  Past  Nurses- 

The  Toast  of  the  "  Past  Nurses  "  was  then  pro- 
posed by  Dr.  James  Adams,  who  wished  in  his 
speech  to  impress  upon  those  nurses  already  trained 
in  the  Royal  Infirmary  that  they  had  had  more 
advantages  than  any  other  nurses,  he  considered, 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Royal  Infirmary  had 
been  the  birthplace  of  the  proper  training  of  nurses. 
Mrs.  Strong,  the  Chairman  to-night,  had  proved  a 
worthy  disciple  of  Florence  Nightingale,  he  spoke 
as  one  with  authority,  as  he  had  come  into 
personal  contact  with  Mrs.  Strong  and  her  work. 
He  touched  on  her  high  ideal  of  character  and  high 
ideals  of  duty,  and  her  thorough  teaching  of  the 
nurses,  which  all  combined  to  have  a  lasting  effect 
on  the  nurses  trained  under  her. 

Miss  Henderson  replied  that  it  was  a  sure  proof 
of  the  affection  with  which  the  Royal  Infirmary 
was  regarded,  and  the  keen  interest  taken  in  it  by 
the  Past  Nurses,  that  so  many  were  present  at  the 
reunion,  and  some  from  very  long  dis^tances.  The 
Past  Nurses  could  never  forget  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
as  they  owed  so  much  to  the  training  received  there 
and  the  happy  friendsihips  which  were  made  inside 
its  walls,  and  the  privileges  t^at  were  theirs  in  the 
Nurses'  Home,  due  to  the  fine  administration  of 
Mrs.  Strong  and  later  of  Miss  Melrose.  Many  of 
the  times  in  the  wards  were  full  of  hardships  and 
self-sacrifices,  but  these  were  all  forgotten  when 
the  happy  "  homey  "  atmosphere  of  the  Nurses' 
Home  was  reached.  Probably  friendships  made  in 
the  fwobation  days  were  the  most  lasting,  and  the 
girls  who  entered  together  seemed  always  to  re- 
main chums.  Of  course  the  old  days  to  the  Past 
Xurses  will  ever  seem  the  best  days,  and  when  it 
is  said  that  fhe  probationers  of  to-day  are  having 
a  better  time,  the  Past  Nurses  simply  don't  believe 
it !  Summing  up.  Miss  Henderson  said  that  she 
believed  that  the  Royal  Infirmary  would  maintain 
its  ancient  glory,  and  remain  the  premier  institu- 
tion, second  to  none  in  the  United  Kingdom,  be- 
cause, to  quote  the  costermonger's  description  of 
his  ware-5,  the  Royal  Nurses  "  are  the  pick  of  the 
market  and  every  one  a  good  'un." 

This  Toast  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm. 

The  Present  Nurses. 

Professor  Hunter,  in  proposing  the  Toast  of 
"  The  Present  Nurses  "  of  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
spoke  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  Nurses  extend- 
ing back  to  i8qi,  and  almost  continuously  to  the 
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present  day.  As  the  years  go  on  one's  attitude 
dhanges,  and  the  attitude  of  House  Physician  to 
the  Nurses  is  not  quite  the  same  as  that  of  Assis- 
tant Physician.  The  attitude  of  the  Assistant 
Physician  to  the  Nurses  is  not  the  same  as  that 
of  the  Chief,  and  the  Senior  Physician  is  different 
from  that  of  the  Junior  Physician,  but  whatever 
the  position  held,  the  point  of  view  remains  al- 
ways favourable  to  the  Nurseis.  In  the  name  of 
the  Chiefs  he  wished  to  express  their  appreciation 
for  the  work  of  the  Nurses  in  the  wards  for  their 
loyalty  to  tlheir  own  wards  and  their  devotion  to  the 
patients.  The  life  of  a  nurse  was  a  very  arduous 
one,  the  hours  were  long  and  the  work  exhausting, 
but  looking  at  the  other  side  of  the  picture,  there 
was  no  profession  that  had  more  to  offer  a  woman 
with  a  stout  heart  and  a  desire  to  lead  a  life  of 
service. 

Sister  McMillan  replied  :  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  replying  to  Professor  Hunter's  Toast.  I  regret 
that  Miss  Williamson,  who  was  to  have  had  this 
pleasure,  is  unable  to  be  with  us  to-night,  owing 
to  illness.  I  am  afraid  I  regret  it  in  more  ways 
than  one,  as  I  rather  fear  I  make  a  very  poor  sub- 
stitute. It  has  been  extremely  kind  of  Professor 
Hunter  to  have  said  all  these  nice  things  about  us 
— most  encouraging  and  sustaining.  We  present 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses  fully  realise  the 
responsibility  which  has  been  handed  down  to  us 
by  our  splendid  nurses  of  the  past.  We  understand 
and  appreciate  the  improved  conditions  under 
whidh  we  work  in  these  days,  compared  with  the 
nursing  conditions  of  twenty  or  even  ten  years 
ago;  'but  although  times  have  changed  and  our 
profession  has  advanced  considerably  with  the 
times,  yet  our  ideals  and  our  sentiments  are  just 
the  same.  I  wish,  therefore,  on  behalf  of  the 
present  Staff,  to  thank  Professor  Hunter  for  his 
kind  remarks,  and  I  hope — in  fact  I  feel  sure  we 
will  pwove  ourselves  worthy  of  them,  and  be  a 
credit  both  to  our  Matron  and  our- splendid  Training 
School. 

Our  Distin$:uished   Guests. 

Miss  Donaldson,  in  proposing  the  toast,  said  the 
Nursing  Stafif  did  not  look  upon  the  Chairman,  the 
Chairman  of  the  House  Committee,  the  members 
of  the  Board  of  Management,  and  the  members  of 
the  Medical  Staff,  as  guests.  However,  she  thanked 
them  all,  in  the  name  of  the  Nurses  past  and 
present,  for  being  present,  and  also  she  assured 
them  how  much  they  appreciated  the  interest 
shown  in  the  Reunion.  Dr.  Macfarlane's  interest 
in  all  that  pertained  to  the  well-being  of  the  Nurs- 
ing Staff  was  well  known  to  them  all.  and  she 
added,  with  real  sincerity,  that  she  felt  no  nursing 
c^  staff  in  the  United  Kingdom  worked  under  better 
conditions  than  the  Staff  of  the  Glasgow  Royal 
Infirmary.  They  owed  that  to  the  unceasing  in- 
terest of  Dr.  Macfarlane  and  the  other  members 
of  the  Board  of  Management.  The  ladies  visited 
every  part  of  the  hospital,  and  particularly  the 
Nurses'  Home,  to  see  that  no  efforts  are  spared 
that  itihe  Nurses  may  have  a  restful  time  in  the 
Home  when  their  work  in  the  wards  is  over.  The 
grateful   thanks   of   the   Staff   she  offered  to   the 


Managers  for  these  kindnesses,  and  she  was  sure 
that  the  Nursing  Staff,  on  their  part,  would  en- 
deavour to  carry  out  the  work  to  the  best  of  their 
abiliity,  and  be  not  eye-servants  or  ready  to  quit 
duty  the  moment  the  hour  struck.  Miss  Donald- 
son, continuing,  spoke  of  the  pleasure  felt  by  all 
in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Strong  amongst  them  as 
chairman — doyenne  of  Matrons,  as  she  described  her. 
She  it  was  who  set  the  example  of  what  the  train- 
ing of  nurses  should  be,  an  example  followed  by 
every  Training  School  in  our  country  to-day.  Then 
Miss  Donaldson  proceeded  to  thank  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  for  having  come  all  the  way  from  London 
to  show  her  interest  and  to  take  part  in  the  Re- 
union. Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  she  continued, 
might  be  looked  upon  to-day  as  the  intellect  of  the 
Nursing  Profession,  one  of  those  pioneers  who  has 
revolutionised  the  whole  Nursing  Profession. 

Mrs.   Fenwick's  Speech. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  in  replying  to  the 
Toast,  said  how  happy  she  was,  and  how  much 
at  home  she  felt  amongst  her  own  people,  for 
though  she  had  spent  her  working  life  in  England 
she  was  a  Scottish  woman  by  birth.  A  speaker  had 
said  "  young  men  see  visions  and  old  men  dream 
dreams,"  women  had  also  seen  visions  where  nurs- 
ing was  concerned .  In  youth  she  had  seen  visions, 
and  to-night  one  of  her  dreams  had  come  true. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  she  had  been  closely  asso- 
ciated wdth  the  Nursing  Profession  for  forty-three 
years,  and  the  pioneers  of  Nursing  Organisation 
had  lived  to  see  their  noble  vocation  firmly  estab- 
lished as  a  Profession  by  Acts  of  Parliament  when 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Acts  became  law  in  1919. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  then  spoke  of  the  benefit  to 
Nursing  Schools,  and  to  pupils,  of  the  esprit  de  corps 
fostered  amongst  graduates  by  the  formation  of 
Leagues  of  Nurses,  through  which  each  successive 
class  of  nurses  trained  at  the  same  school,  could 
keep  in  touch  with  one  another  for  professional 
and  social  intercourse. 

The  first  League  of  Nurses  was  formed  by  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital  nurses  twenty  years  ago  ; 
it  now  had  a  membership  of  upwards  of  1,000 
members.  Other  EngHsh  hospitals  had  followed 
St.  Bartholomew's,  but  the  Glasgow  Royal  In- 
firmary Nurses'  League  was  the  first  great  League 
in  Scotland,  and  would  no  doubt  keep  the  lead. 

In  listening  to  the  delightful  speeches  which  had 
preceded  her  own,  Mrs.  Fenwick  said  the  danger 
of  too  much  mutual  admiration — (laughter) — ^had 
been  foreseen,  so  it  had  been  provided  that  the 
Leagues  should  be  able  to  associate  in  the  National 
Council  of  Trained  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland — formed  of  delegates  from  Leagues 
throughout  the  country.  Thus,  in  this  Council 
the  representatives  of  various  Leagues  met 
together  on  equal  terms  and  extended  their 
sympathies  and  outlook. 

To  still  further  extend  professional  association, 
in  the  year  1899  she  had  founded  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses,  and  to-day  the  National  Coun- 
cils of  Nurses  in  all  the  King's  Dominions  overseas 
(wdth  the  exception  of  Australia)  and  the  Indian 
Empire,  the  great  RepubUc  of  the  United  States  of 
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America  and  many  European  countries,  and  China, 
composed  a  far-reaching  Federation  of  Trained 
Nurses  which  met  in  conference  triennially,  and  had 
already  accomplished  work  of  the  utmost  value  for 
humanity. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  International  Council 
twenty-three  Countries  were  represented,  and 
upwards  of  1,000  delegates  attended.  The  next 
meeting  was  to  be  held  in  Helsingfors  in  1925,  and 
she  hoped  Glasgow,  as  the  hostess  of  Scotland, 
would  offer  hospitahty  to  the  International 
Council  at  an  early  date. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  concluded  by  thanking  the 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  Lea,gue  for  its 
dehghtful  hospitahty  to  its  guests,  and  described 
the  Reunion  as  one  of  the  most  inspiring  meetings 
of  nurses  she  had  attended  in  forty  years. 
The  Chairman. 
Miss  Riach,  proposing  this  Toast,  expressed  her 
pride  in  being  selected  to  do  so.  The  popular  Toast 
of  "  Mrs.  Strong  "  required  no  speech  from  her, 
but  she  only  wished  to  say  how  proud  the  nurses 
were  to  be  associated  with  the  "  Royal  "  in  her 
days.  She  considered  this  to  be  the  first  Toast  of 
the  evening. 

Mrs.  Strong,  si>eaking  in  her  wonted  good  form, 
reminded  the  nurses  of  her  yearly  custom  of  gliving 
them  a  "thought"  when  she  spoke  to  them  on 
New  Year's  Day.  The  "  tJhought  "  she  gave  them 
to-night  was  from  Joseph  Conrad — "  the  conscious- 
ness Cfi  the  worth  and  force  of  our  inner  life," 
which  she  characterised  as  individuality.  This  was 
the  thought  she  washed  the  nurses  to  take  away, 
and  It  would  shape  all  their  actions  and  create  an 
atmosphere  which  would  envelop  them  and  give 
them  a  personality.  Work  could  be  noble  or  ig- 
noble, just  as  the  individual  made  it.  Much 
strenuous  work  was  needed,  she  said,  before  we 
were  brought  to  the  nearly  perfect  life,  and  no  one 
need  expect  to  attain  more  than  that.  She  quoted, 
in  conclus:ion,  the  words  of  a  very  old  lady  elected 
Senator  of  one  of  the  States  of  America  :  "  If  only 
I  can  aid  in  making  men  and  women  lead  cleaner, 
sweeter,  and  more  wholesome  lives,  I  s-hall  be  well 
satisfied." 

^  The  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  in  true  Scot- 
tish fashion  brought  a  memorable  evening  to  a 
close. 

Before  parting  with  many  hand  clasps,  Mrs. 
Strong,  Mrs.  Fenvvdck  and  INIiss  Donaldson  were 
kept  busy  signing  programmes,  which  members 
of  the  League  intend  to  keep  from  year  to  year  as 
mementos  of  these  happy  gatherings. 
■■ 

BONNE    ANNEE, 
Bonheur,   sante,   richesses, 
Plaisirs,  joie  et  caresses, 
Ce    sont    toutes    les    fleurs 
Qu'au  jardin  de  mon  coeur. 
Je  cueille  a  votre  adresse, 
Pour  en  faire  un  bouquet, 
Symbole  des  souhaits 
Dictes  par  la  tendresse, 
Et  que  le  Nouvel  An 
Vous  envoie  en  present. 


THE  COMING  ELECTION  OF  THE  G.N.C. 

As  far  as  at  present  known  the  Ballot  Papers 
for  the  election  of  the  thirteen  nurses'  representa- 
tives on  the  General  Nursing  Council  are  to  be 
sent  out  from  the  Office  by  January'  loth,  and 
instead  of  only  seven  days  we  are  to  be  granted 
a  fortnight  in  which  to  return  them.  This  short 
time,  of  course,  disfranchises  nearly  every  nurse 
residing  outside  the  British  Isles. 

The  Act  provides  that  the  sixteen  direct  repre- 
sentatives shall  be  elected  "  by  the  persons  so 
registered  at  the  date  of  election,"  so  whether  the 
election  will  be  valid  or  not  through  disfranchising 
Registered  Nurses,  or  by  refusing  to  register  the 
802  applicants  whose  Papers  were  in  order  on 
December  15th,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  GoodaU, 
and  his  Registration  Committee,  and  approved  by 
the  majority  of  the  Council,  is  a  very  moot  question. 

THE    INDEPENDENT    CANDIDATES. 

The  twelve  Independent  Candidates  whose 
names  will  be  found  on  the  Back  Cover  are  stiU 
in  the  interests  of  the  Whole  Profession  offering 
themselves  for  election. 

They  have  not  been  nominated  by  any  class  or 
group  of  nurses,  but  come  forward  on  their  merits, 
and  their  pohcy — self-government,  equality  and 
justice  for  every  registered  nurse — is  well  known. 
The  six  candidates  who  have  served  on  the 
First  Council  have  proved  their  sincerity  by  helping 
to  promote  just  Rules,  and  by  upholding  the 
constitutional  conduct  of  business,  and  in  opposing 
partisan,  depreciatory,  and  illegal  methods  as 
applied  in  numerous  instances,  and  carried  into 
effect  by  an  unprofessional  majority  vote. 

The  twelve  Independent  Candidates,  if  elected 
will  pursue  the  straight  course — irrespective  of 
social    influence  and  self-interest. 


HONOURS   FOR  NURSES. 

THE  ROYAL  ORDER  OF  THE  REDEEMER, 

On  February  12th,  1922,  the  names  of  four 
British  nurses — Sisters  Catherine  Evans,  P.  Oakley 
Williams,  A.  Browne,  and  C.  Baxter — members  of 
the  Registered  Nurses'  Society,  43 1 ,  Oxford  Street, 
W.,  selected  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  at  the 
request  of  the  Queen  of  the  Hellenes  to  nurse 
Greek  soldiers  at  the  front  in  Asia  Minor,  were 
cited  in  the  Order  of  the  day  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Greek  Army  in  Asia  Minor,  General 
Papoulas,  who  proposed  that  they  should  be 
awarded  the  Silver  Cross  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Royal  Order  of  the  Redeemer. 

These  beautiful  Orders  have  now  arrived. 
The  four  arms  of  the  cross  of  equal  length  are 
united  by  a  circlet  of  laurel  leaves  and  behind  it, 
also  united  to  the  laurel  wreath  is  a  second  (St. 
Andrew's)  Cross.  At  the  centre  of  the  cross  is  a 
crown  surmounted  by  an  angehc  form. 

The  Order  is  suspended  from  a  handsome  ribbed 
and  watered  orange  silk  ribbon,  with  two  narrow 
black  ribbon  lines,  and  enclosed  -with  the  Order 
is  a  second  piece  of  ribbon  for  wearing  on  ordinary 
occasions. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF   THE  CORPORATION. 


THE  R  B.N.A.  NURSES  AND  CHRISTMAS 
DAY. 

"  Her  Royal  Highness  th«  Princess  Christian 
sends  you  her  best  wishes  for  a  very  happy  Christ- 
mas, and  hopes  that  you  will  all  have  a  very 
delightful  day."  This  was  the  first  greeting  of 
the  day  at  the  Club  at  Queen's  Gate  and  was 
received,  with  cheers,  at  the  breakfast  table ; 
and  the  kind  wish  of  the  beloved  President  of  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association  seemed  to  ring 
through  each  hour  of  the  day.  "  The  very  best 
Christmas  I  have  ever  had,"  we  heard  more  than 
one  nurse  say.  Perhaps  one  of  the  things  that 
helped  most  to  make  it  seem  a  real  Christmas 
was  the  fact  that  almost  every  one  in  the  Club 
took  some  little  part  in  carrying  through  the 
arrangements  for  the  day.  Then  surely  no  house 
could  lend  itself  with  better  effect  to  Christmas 
decoration,  of  a  real  old  English  kind,  than  does 
194,  Queen's  Gate.  The  brightest  of  holly  berries 
wreathed  the  high  panelUng  of  the  dining  room 
and  clustered  round  its  old  brown  clock  while,  in 
the  drawing  room,  great  boughs  of  holly  spread 
themselves  from  the  tall  Japanese  vases  on  the 
pillars  on  each  side  of  the  fireplace  and  bunches 
of  mistletoe  hung  from  the  alabaster  light  shades 
and  about  the  beautiful  old  gold  of  the  mirrors. 
To  add  to  the  effect  Miss  Swaby  Smith  had  most 
thoughtfully  brought  some  Yule  logs  which 
crackled  and  flickered  in  true  Christmas  style. 
A  picnic  lunch  in  the  middle  of  the  day  was  all  the 
merrier  because  of  its  unconventionality,  and 
throughout  the  afternoon  there  was  always  a 
happy  group  of  callers  to  be  found  around  the 
hall  fire  where,  to  the  accompaniment  of  a  con- 
tinual rustle  of  opening  parcels,  there  rang  the 
joyousness  of  many  a  Christmas  greeting  mingled 
with  much  good-natured  banter  and  the  happy 
voices  of  little  children.  For  we  were  greatly 
favoured  at  Queen's  Gate.  Miss  Anita  Rowan  had 
a  small  niece  and  nephew  as  her  guests  for  Christ- 
mas, real  Christmas  children  with  all  the  capacity 
of  the  children  of  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  for 
enjoying  to  the  full  the  festivities  and  wonders 
of  the  Christmas  time,  one  a  dainty  girl  with  brown 
eyes  and  a  pretty  ribbon  of  blue  in  her  dark  hair 
and  the  other  a  httle  Blue  Coat  boy  of  nine,  very 
proud  of  his  quaint  dress  which  he  told  us  was 


worn  in  the  days  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth, 
After  lunch  he  and  his  sister  played  Father  and 
Mother  Christmas  for  the  domestic  staff  of  the 
Club  and,  with  great  care  and  a  feeling  of  the  vast 
importance  of  their  mission,  carried  down  a  trayful 
of  gifts  followed  by  many  nurses  who  wished 
personally  to  offer  to  the  staff  their  good  wishes 
and  to  express  their  thanks  for  the  kind  and 
efficient  service  they  can  always  rely  upon  when 
they  return  to  their  home  from  home  after  each 
arduous  case.  The  staff  rose  and  drank  to  the 
prosperity  and  good  health  of  the  Members  of 
the    Royal    British    Nurses'    Club. 

Many  members  dropped  in  for  Christmas  tea 
and  to  nibble  Christmas  cake  and  chat  round  the 
fire.  Then  a  peep  at  the  dining-room  brought 
congratulations  for  Miss  Liddiatt  and  Miss  Swaby 
Smith  on  their  morning's  work  of  decorating  the 
dining  table.  It  was  gay  with  yellow  tulips,  and 
from  among  the  masses  of  holly,  that  ran  down 
the  centre  of  the  horseshoe  table,  there  rose 
slender  glasses  filled  with  white  and  yellow  jonquils. 
Sweets  of  all  sorts  were  set  like  gems  in  little  glass 
dishes  among  the  berries,  and  the  beautiful  crackers, 
given  by  Mrs.  Hayes  Palmer  and  Miss  Glover, 
added  not  a  httle  to  the  general  effect.  But  there 
were  many  who  thought  that  the  most  beautiful 
feature  in  the  whole  scheme  of  decoration  was  the 
banner.  Hung  from  the  wide  projecting  cornice 
over  the  window  at  the  top  of  the  room  it  swayed 
softly  overhead  when  a  breach  of  air  came  from 
the  open  window  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  room, 
while  the  light  played  on  its  golden  scroll  with  the 
grand  old  motto,  "  Steadfast  and  True,"  which 
has  found  its  way  into  the  Association  like  a 
breath  from  mediaeval  years. 

The  Christmas  dinner  was  given  by  Mrs.  John 
Temple,  M.R. B.N.A.  First  came  a  dainty 
savoury,  then  hot  soup,  and  next  two  fat  turkeys 
arrived  upon  the  scene,  followed  by  all  their  usual 
attributes  on  Christmas  day.  Later  those  sitting 
near  the  door  saw  strange  flickering  lights  and 
shadows  in  the  hall  beyond,  and  presently  the 
page  arrived  carrying  high  a  Christmas  pudding 
all  wreathed  in  purple  flame.  There  was  a 
stupendous  cheer,  and  the  dish  of  mince  pies 
bringing  up  the  rear  must  have  felt  decidedly  "  in 
the  shade."  Mrs.  Temple  had  sent  up  some  of  the 
finest  champagne  in  her  cellar,  there  were  fruits 
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of  all  sorts,  and  coffee  was  followed  by  very  old 
liqueurs.  Certainly  Mrs.  Temple,  when  she  enter- 
tains her  comrades  of  other  years,  does  so  with 
splendid  hospitality. 

It  was  agreed  that  there  should  be  four  toasts 
only  at  dinner,  but  a  good  many  were  added  to 
these.  The  "  Health  of  His  Majesty  "  was  pro- 
posed by  Miss  Macdonald,  and  Miss  Child,  R.R.C., 
proposed  the  "Health  of  Her  Royal  Highness 
Princess  Christian,  President  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association  "  ;  she  spoke  of  the  debt 
which  nurses,  particularly  those  of  the  R.B.N.A., 
owe  to  Her  Royal  Highness  for  her  never-faiUng 
help  and  sympathy.  Miss  Gilligan  then  proposed 
the  health  of  Sir  Harold  and  Lady  Boulton,  and 
expressed  warm  appreciation  of  their  kindness  in 
connection  with  our  beautiful  club.  Miss  Liddiatt 
proposed  the  toast  of  "  Mrs.  Temple,"  and  moved 
that  the  thanks  of  the  guests  be  sent  to  her  for  the 
delightful  entertainment  she  had  given  them  on 
this  Christmas  night. 

Miss  Gordon-Wright  then  proposed  the  health 
of  the  Secretary,  who  thought  that  she  had  long 
ago  forgotten  how  to  blush  until  Members  and 
Staff  made  the  dining-room  ring  to  the  strains  of 
"  She's  a  Jolly  Good  Fellow."  Miss  Macdonald 
proposed  the  health  of  the  Members  of  the 
R.B.N. A.,  and  then  Miss  Wharton  had  a  happy 
inspiration,  and  rose  to  toast  the  Association's 
guests — the  children.  Mrs.  Richardson  added  a 
pretty  addition  to  this  toast  when  she  mentioned 
their  mother  far  across  the  seas.  Little  Blue  Coat 
Boy  needed  no  second  bidding  to  rise  and  make 
his  maiden  speech,  which  was  "  well  received." 
Perhaps  it  was  the  prettiest  of  the  evening  this 
"  Thank  you  for  Lucy  and  me,"  in  the  little 
childish  treble.  The  health  of  Miss  Glover, 
proposed  by  Mrs.  Richardson,  was  warmly  received. 
Mrs.  Richardson  proposed  the  health  of  Cook  and 
the  Staff  of  the  R.B.N.A.  Club,  and  referred  to  the 
excellence  of  the  cooking  and  the  quickness  and 
dignity  with  which  dinner  had  been  served.  Miss 
Macdonald  said  that  there  was  just  one  more  toast 
she  .would  like  to  have — one  to  Members  across 
the  seas.  Very  many  letters  had  been  received 
from  these  within  the  last  few  days,  and  she  was 
sure  they  would  like  to  be  specially  remembered 
to-night.  Miss  Child,  in  replying,  said  that  she 
was  glad  such  a  toast  had  been  given.  In  every 
land  she  had  visited  she  had  met  Members  of  the 
R.B.N.A.,  and  she  had  been  in  no  hospital  in  South 
Africa  where  it  was  not  represented  by  someone. 
Miss  Rowan  next  proposed  the  health  of  "  All 
absent  friends,"  which  brought  the  series  of  toasts 
to  a  close,  luckily  for  Blue  Coat  Boy  who,  having 
valiantly  insisted  in  draining  his  first  tumbler 
to  the  health  of  His  Majesty,  consequently  found 
the  remaining  toasts  a  trifle  burdensome.  It  was 
much  more  interesting  to  gallantly  make  a  tour 
of  the  room  to  light  the  ladies'  cigarettes  and  to 
confide  to  them  his  entire  approval  of  the  methods 
of  keeping  Christmas  at  Queen's  Gate,  and  his 
relief  that  Santa  Claus  had  "  spotted  "  a  certain 
yellow  stocking  quite  early  in  the  morning.  Later, 
in   the   drawing-room,  three   hearty   cheers   were 


given  for  Miss  Liddiatt  for  all  realised  that,  but 
for  the  hot  table  she  so  generously  gifted  to  the 
Club  some  months  ago,  the  temperature  of  the 
turkey  might  have  fallen  below  normal  before  it 
reached  the  last  member  of  a  party  of  thirty-six. 

To  the  drawing-room  most  of  the  guests 
adjourned  with  the  avowed  intention  to  enjoy 
an  evening's  bridge,  but  only  one  "  set  "  could  be 
collected,  for  nearly  everyone  decided  to  dance, 
while  on  one  side  of  the  fire  a  small  group  listened 
to  Miss  Giffen  as  she  told  one  tale  from  ghostland 
after  another ;  surely  no  one  has  ever  seen  so 
many  ghosts  as  she  !  At  ten  o'clock  several 
guests  felt  that  they  really  must  go  home,  and  we 
thought  we  had  reached  the  "  terminus  "  when 
the  staff  were  called  up  and  all  joined  hands  and 
sang  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  but  these  guests  promptly 
forgot  all  about  going  home  except  one  who  got 
into  her  wraps  and  was  forthwith  buttonholed  by 
one  after  another  and  lectured  upon  the  folly  of 
early  hours.  Then  old  time  games  started,  in 
which  everyone  took  part.  Nurses  who  had 
gone  to  bed  dressed  again,  and  rejoined  the 
company.  At  midnight,  while  dancing  Sir  Roger 
de  Coverley,  lights  began  to  play  upon  the  win- 
dows, and  we  looked  out  to  find  two  stalwart  police 
throwing  their  flashlights  across  to  enjoy  a  glimpse 
of  how  nurses  can  keep  Christmas.  Somehow  this 
brought  a  realisation  of  the  flight  of  time,  and  the 
lady  in  the  wraps  was  hustled  off  to  get  a  taxi 
of  any  sort  from  anywhere,  and  Christmas,  1922, 
slipped  into  the  stillness  of  the  past. 


THE  LAST  DAY  OF  THE  OLD  YEAR, 

Members  are  reminded  that  on  Sunday  the 
31st  inst.,  we  are  to  entertain  the  early  Members 
of  the  Corporation  at  3.45  p.m.,  and  we  shall  be 
glad  if  any  of  the  younger  Members  will  come 
along  and  help  on  this  occasion,  as  our  staff  is 
reduced  on  Sunday  afternoon.  Small  subscrip- 
tions towards  the  cost  of  the  entertainment  will 
be  gratefully  received  by  the  Secretary. 

We  have  issued  individual  invitations  to  the 
early  members,  but  if  any  have  been  omitted, 
who  would  care  to  come,  we  shall  indeed  be  most 
happy  to  see  them. 


OFFICIAL  NEWS  OF   THE    R.B.N.A. 

Nurses,  are  reminded  that  they  can  get  all 
intimations  and  reports  regarding  their  Association 
through  the  medium  of  The  British  Journal  of 
Nursing.  The  meetings  and  other  fixtures  of 
the  Association  are  very  numerous  now  and  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Secretary  to  send  out  individual 
notice  of  each.  Nor  is  it  possible  for  the  Members 
to  follow  the  activities  of  the  Association  unless 
they  avail  themselves  of  the  preferential  terms 
offered  to  them  for  doing  so,  and  order  the  Journal, 
price  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  from  the  Manager,  431, 
Oxford  Street,  London,  W.i. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  of  the  Corporation. 
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A   BREACH  OF   FAITH   WITH    NURSES 
ON    THE    GENERAL    REGISTER. 

The  following  Statement  was  forwarded  by  the 
Secretary,  on  December  21st,  to  the  Minister 
of  s  Health,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Registered  Nurses'  Society,  431,  Oxford  Street. 
London,  W.i,  which  is  of  opinion  that  the  new 
Rule  recommended  by  Dr.  Goodall  and  the 
Registration  Committee,  and  agreed  to  by  a 
majority  of  only  two  votes  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  at  its 
meeting  on  December  15th,  would,  if  approved 
by  the  Minister  of  Health,  constitute  a  very 
serious  breach  of  agreement  with  the  Nurses 
registered  on  the  General  Part  of  the  Register 
under  the  present  Rules  to  which  they  have 
agreed. 

STATEMENT    ON    BEHALF    OF   THE 
REGISTERED  NURSES'  SOCIETY. 

(A  Society  of  Thoroughly  Trained  Nurses  Engaged 
in  Private  Practice.) 

The  Registered  Nurses'  Society  was  founded  28 
years  ago  to  supply  nurses  to  the  public  who  have 
had  at  least  three  years'  training  in  General  Hos- 
pitals of  high  reputation,  and  to  secure  for  the 
nurses  full  remuneration  for  their  work. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act,  19/9,  it  requires  as  a  condition  of  membership 
of  the  staff  that  nurses  should  be  registered  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Proposed  New  Rule  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council. 

In  the  opinion  of  my  Committee  the  adoption 
by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales  of  Rule  21  (3)  (d)  of  the  Scottish  Rules,  as 
passed  at  its  meeting  on  December  15th,  would 
be  most  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  public 
and  of  the  nurses. 

My  Committee  is  aware  that  during  the  two 
years'  term  of  grace  nurses  must  be  admitted  to 
the  Register  who  have  not  attained  the  standard 
to  be  enforced  after  July  14th,  1923.  At  the  same 
time,  they  considered  it  right  that  all  members  of 
the  staff  should  register  in  order  to  give  the  public 
the  guarantee  of  the  State  that  they  have  "  ade- 
quate knowledge  and  experience  of  the  nursing 
of  the  sick."  (Nurses'  Registration  Act,  Section 
3   (2)   (c). 

Registration  Optional,  not  Compulsory. 

As  unregistered  nurses  are  not  prohibited  from 
practising  for  gain,  but  only  from  taking  or  using 
the  title  of  "  Registered  Nurse,"  it  was  possible 
from  the  first  under  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act 
to  protect  the  public  from  dangerously  inefficient 
nursing,  and  the  Registered  Nurses  from  the 
economic  competition  of  totally  untrained  persons. 

The  Minimum  Qualification. 
The  minimum  qualification  for  admission  to  the 
General  Part  of  the  Register  agreed  upon  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  incorporated  in  the  Rules  signed  by  the  late 
Minister  of  Health  was  : — (Rule  9  (i)  (6)  ) 


"  Evidence  that  the  applicant  has  had  not  less 
tha  1  one  year's  training  in  a  Hospital  or  Infirmary 
approved  by  the  Council  as  aforesaid,  together 
with  evidence  that  she  has  subsequently  been 
bona  f:de  engaged  in  practice  as  a  Nurse  in  attend- 
ance on  the  sick  for  not  less  than  two  years  before 
the  ist  November,  19 19." 

Registration,   on  the  State  Guarantee  of  a 
Minimum  Standard  of  General  Training. 

On  the  strength  of  this  Rule  the  members  of 
the  staff  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society  had 
their  names  enrolled  on  the  State  Register,  although 
many  of  them  consider  this  minimum  standard 
insufficient,  even  during  the  period  of  grace,  as 
the  great  majority  of  General  Hospitals  and  Poor 
Law  Infirmaries  had  required  their  nurses  to 
attain  the  standard  of  three  years'  training  and 
certification,  for  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  century 
before  the  Act  was  passed. 

New  Rule  is  Directly  Opposed  to  Rule  9  (i)(&). 

The  new  Rule  passed  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  at  its  last  meeting 
which  apparently  has  not  been  given  any  number 
in  the  English  Rules,  would  take  away  the 
minimum  amount  of  protection  afforded  by 
Rule  9  (i)  {b),  and  would  enable  nurses  to  be 
admitted  to  the  General  Part  of  the  Register  who 
have  had  no  general  training — specialists  whose 
qualifications  are  not  sufficient  to  admit  them  to 
the  Supplementary  Parts  of  the  Register  for  the 
speciality  in  which  they  are  engaged,  women  who 
may  never  have  been  trained  in  a  hospital  at  all, 
but  have  had  partial  experience  in  private  nursing 
homes,  military  hospitals,  special  hospitals,  and 
in  district  nursing,  thus  throwing  the  General  Part 
of  the  Trained  Nurses'  Register  open  to  semi- 
trained  specialists  of  aU  classes^ 

Principle    Involved    in    the    Recognition    of 
Private  Nursing  Homes. 

In  regard  to  the  recognition  of  Private  Nursing 
Homes  as  Training  Schools,  several  points  are 
involved. 

Cases  are  not  admitted  or  classified  from  the 
point  of  view  of  chnical  teaching  but  merely  from 
that  of  profit,  nor  are  the  nurses  systematically 
taught  the  theory  and  practice  of  Nursing.  In 
many  such  Homes  the  standard  of  nursing  is 
deplorably  low,  and  their  organisation  has  long 
called  for  State  regulation. 

Further,  the  public  pay  highly  for  admission 
to  Nursing  Homes  in  order  that  they  may  receive 
skilled  nursing,  and  we  beg  the  Minister,  in  the 
public  interest,  not  to  sanction  a  practice  whereby 
the  proprietor  of  a  Nursing  .Home  may,  on  the 
one  hand,  receive  exorbitant  fees  for  providing 
a  patient  with  skilled  nursing  and,  on  the  other, 
for  the  sake  of  obtaining  cheap  labour,  and  thus 
increased  profits,   employ  unskilled  probationers. 

Importance  of  Adequate  Supply  of  Private 
Nurses. 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  an  adequate 
supply  of  well-trained  nurses  should  be  available 
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to  the  general  public  in  sickness.  This  can  only 
be  assured  if  thoroughly  trained  nurses  have  a 
•  reasonable  hope  of  being  able  to  make  a  living 
if  they  adopt  this  branch  of  work.  The  com- 
petition at  the  present  time  is  exceedingly  keen, 
and  if  there  is  to  be  increased  competition  from 
partly-trained  speciahsts,  and  from  V.A.D.s 
admitted  to  the  General  Part  of  the  State  Register, 
and  having  consequently  the  right  to  use  the 
title  of  "  Registered  Nurse,"  and  the  prestige 
which  such  registration  confers,  it  is  not  reasonable 
to  expect  that  weU-educated  women  will  under- 
take so  precarious  a  branch  of  nursing. 

My  Committee,  on  which  the  nurses  have 
representation,  consider  that  if  any  such  Rule 
as  that  now  proposed,  were  to  be  adopted  this 
should  have  been  done  before  a  contract  was 
made  with  the  nurses  under  Rule  9  (i)  (&),  and 
that  it  would  be  a  great  breach  of  faith  with  the 
thousands  of  nurses  who  have  paid  for  registration 
under  the  present  Rules. 

They,  therefore,  hope  that  the  Minister  will 
not  now  accept  the  Scottish  Rule. 


THE  ELECTION. 


WHY 


BOY   BABIES  DIE  MORE  EASILY 
THAN  GIRL  BABIES  DO. 

There  is  a  fact  which  has  puzzled  people  for 
many  years.  Each  year  there  are  more  boy  babies 
bom  than  girl  babies,  yet  there  is  a  higher  death- 
rate  among  boy  babies  than  girl  babies.  The 
problem  of  this  high  mortality  rate  among  boy 
babies  is  one  to  which  the  Daily  News  has  recently 
drawn  special  attention.  In  connection  Avith 
National  Baby  Week  (July  ist  to  7th)  this  year, 
that  paper  offered  a  100  guineas  prize  to  the  writer 
of  the  best  essay  on  the  problem  of  male  infant 
mortality,  expecting  that  the  competing  essays 
would  be  of  a  high  scientific  order.  That  expecta- 
tion had  not  been  disappointed. 

The  winner  of  the  competition,  whose  name  has 
been  announced,  is  Dr.  F.  E.  Wynne,  B.A.,  M.B., 
B.Ch.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Sheffield.  The  judging  was  carried  out  by  a 
Committee  of  the  National  Baby  Week  Council, 
consisting  of  Eric  Pritchard,  M.D.,  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Baby 
Week  Council,  Charles  Porter,  ]\I.D.,  CM.,  B.Sc, 
M.R.C.P.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  St.  Maryle- 
bone,  H.  R.  Kenwood,  C.M.G.,  M.B.,  CM.,  L.R.C.P. 
D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Stoke 
Newington,  Professor  of  Hvgiene  in  University 
of  London.  A.  Bostock  HiU,  M.Sc,  M.D.," 
D.P.H.,  Consultant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Warwickshire,  Professor  of  Hygiene,  Birmingham 
University. 

Dr.  Wynne's  essay  is  of  a  highly  technical 
nature  and  is,  by  arrangement  with  the  Daily 
News,  to  appear  in  due  course,  in  National  Health, 
the  organ  of  the  National  Baby  Week  Council. 

IN    THE    DISTRICT. 

Doctor  (wishing  to  examine  child)  :  Now,  Mrs. 
Smith,  you  are  not  transparent. 

Woman  :  Quite  right.  Sir,  I  ain't ;  I'm  his 
step-mother. 


12,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park, 

London,   N.W.i, 
22nd  December,  1922. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — I  think  that  as  Returning  Officer  I 
owe  it  to  the  constituency  not  only  to  say  how 
sorry  I  am  that  the  Election  has  had  to  be  post- 
poned, but  also  to  explain  how  that  came  to  be 
necessary. 

I  had  to  arrange  for  the  issue  of  the  voting  papers 
in  November.  This  involved  the  addressing  of 
12,000  covering  envelopes,  and  of  12,000  identifica- 
tion envelopes,  and  that  each  covering  envelope 
should  be  filled  with  four  separate  enclosures  and 
then    posted. 

This  is  a  heavy  piece  of  work,  which  it  was 
quite  impossible  to  carry  out  at  our  own  office. 
Every  available  room  in  the  house  was,  at  that 
time,  filled  with  clerks,  and  all  were  working  at 
high  pressure  to  push  through  in  time  for  the 
Council  of  November  17th,  as  many  as  possible 
of  the  great  number  of  appHcations  that  we  had 
received  during  August  and  September.  It  was 
out  of  the  question  to  stop  this  work,  and  even  if 
I  had  engaged  a  fresh  troop  of  clerks  for  the  issue 
of  the  voting  papers  I  could  not  have  found  room 
for  them  to  sit. 

I,  therefore,  decided  that  the  only  possible  plan 
was  to  employ  an  addressing  Agency,  which  I 
accordingly  did.  FuU  instructions,  both  verbal  and 
written,  were  given  and  were  understood.  But, 
nevertheless,  apparently  in  the  hurry  of  the  last 
day  before  posting,  the  mistake  was  made  of  putting 
into  the  envelopes  addressed  to  Mental  Nurses  and 
Sick  Children's  Nurses  the  General  Nurses'  voting 
paper,  as  weU  as  their  own.  This,  of  course,  pro- 
duced a  shortage  of  the  General  Nurses'  voting 
papers  so  that  a  large  number  of  their  envelopes 
remained,  for  which  no  voting  papers  were  avail- 
able. As  soon  as  I  ascertained  what  had  happened 
I  was  obliged  to  quash  the  election. 

Allow  me  to  add  another  point.  I  think  that 
a  misapprehension  exists  in  the  minds  of  a  few 
members  of  the  constituency  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  identification  envelope,  and  why  this  has 
to  be  numbered  by  me  and  signed  by  the  voter. 
With  your  permission  I  will  write  a  short  note  on 
this  subject  in  your  next  issue. 

I    am.    Madam, 

Yours  obediently, 
W.  P.  Herringham. 
Chairman,  General  Nursing  CouncU 
for  England  and  Wales. 


The  Centenary  Celebrations  of  Louis  Pasteur, 
greatest  of  scientists,  are  being  observed  with  all 
honour.  On  Wednesday  the  President  of  the 
French  Republic,  M.  Millerand,  attended  at  the 
Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris,  where  after  the  public 
ceremony  he  received  the  French  and  foreign 
delegates. 
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APPOINTMENTS.  HOSPITAL  WORLD. 


^  MATRON. 

Taunton  Isolation  Hospital  and  Tuberculosis  Sanator- 
ium.—Miss  J.  Grieve  Brown  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Lewisham  Infirmary, 
has  been  Ward  Sister,  Night  Superintendent,  Home 
Sister  and  Assistant  Matron  at  Ham  Green  Sanatorium, 
near  Bristol ;  held  several  positions,  including  Acting- 
Matron  at  the  British  Station  Hospital,  Secunderabad, 
India,  and  was  Staff  Nurse  at  the  Third  Western 
General  Hospital,  Neath,  during  the  War. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Chepstow. — ^Miss  L.  M.  Turney 
has  been  appointed  Matron,  Previous  positions  held  : 
Charge  of  Joint  Hospital  at  Wath-on-Dearne,  and 
Charge  of  Fever  Ward,  Harrogate  and  Knaresborough 
Sanatorium. 

NURSE-MATRON. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Epsom.— Miss  Ethel  E.  Bowden 
has  been  appointed  Nurse-Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley,  and  has  held  positions 
at  the  City  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  the  Sanatorium, 
Lincoln. 

SUPERINTENDENT     NURSE. 

Wakefield  Union  Infirmary. — ^Miss  Minnie  Jackson 
has  been  appointed  Superintendent  Nurse.  She  was 
trained  at  Chorlton  Union  Hospital,  Manchester,  and 
has  been  Assistant  Superintendent  Nurse  and  Super- 
intendent Nurse  at  Erdington  Infirmary,  Birmingham. 

NIGHT     SISTER.' 

Hospital  for  Women,  Liverpool. — -Miss  A.  L.  Peacock 
has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was  trained  at 
St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  and  has  held  the 
appointment  of  Sister  there,  and  at  St.  Paul's  Eye 
Hospital,  Liverpool,  at  Carshalton  Hospital,  and  at 
the  Royal  Victoria  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  Dublin. 

HEALTH   VISITOR. 

City  of  Leicester. — Miss  Gladys  H.  Fudge  has  been 
appointed  Health  Visitor.  She  was  trained  at  the 
North  Evington  Infirmary,  Leicester,  where  she  wa& 
Sister.  She  was  Night  Sister  and  Assistant  Matron  at 
the  City  Mental  Hospital,  Nottingham. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE 
FOR     NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Alice  Hulme  is  appointed  to  Warrington,  as 
Superintendent ;  Miss  Margaret  A.  Cooper  to  Blofield  ; 
Miss  Violet  M.  Dover  to  Blockley ;  Miss  Lucy  Fearn 
to  Warsop  ;  Miss  Helen  M.  Macdonald  to  Somercotes ; 
Miss  Margaret  E.  Roberts  to  Kilburn  ;  Miss  Bertha 
E.  Smith  to  Northallerton  ;  Miss  Eva  Woodward  to 
West  Malvern. 


LANCASHIRE  AND  CHESHIRE  PROVINCIAL 
WHITLEY  COUNCIL  FOR  THE  PROFES= 
SIGNAL,  ADMINISTRATIVE,  TECHNICAL 
AND  CLERICAL  SERVICES. 

Miss  T.  McGrath,  School  Nurse,  Education  Depart- 
ment, Manchester,  has  been  elected  one  of  the  Municipal 
Employees'  Association's  representatives  on  the  Staffs' 
side  of  the  above-mentioned  Council  for  the  forth- 
coming year.  She  should  work  well  in  harness  with 
Miss  B.  McFarlane,  Lady  Sanitary  Inspector,  Public 
Health  Department,  Salford,  who  has  also  been 
elected.  Given  the  organised  support  of  the  Lady 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  Health  Visitors  and  Nurses 
within  the  area,  they  should  be  able  to  do  useful  work 
on  behalf  of  their  colleagues  in  the  Profession. 


We  have  to  thank  kind  friends  for  quite  a  heap ' 
of  cards  of  invitation  to  hospital  festivities,  which 
we  regret  cannot  all  be  accepted.  We  wish  success 
to  them  all,  and  feel  sure  the  patients  and  staffs 
will  have  a  really  happy  time  with  so  much  kind- 
ness  bubbling  over  in  all  directions. 


During  the  past  fifty  years  the  Hospital  Sunday 
Fund  had  collected  ;^2, 750,000  for  the  London 
hospitals. 

It  is  proposed  to  fix  Sunday,  June  17th,  as 
Hospital  Sunday  for  1923. 


The  Middlesex  Hospital  Nurses'  Annual  Ball 
will  be  held  on  January  22  nd  in  the  Mirror  Room 
at  the  Savoy  Hotel. 


As  the  result  of  the  Daily  Mirror  Fund,  ;^i  1,000 
was  obtained  to  commemorate  Princess  Mary's 
marriage,  and  this  was  divided  equally  between 
the  Victoria  Hospital  and  the  Great  Ormond 
Street  Hospital  for  Sick  Children. 


The  function  of  the  National  Baby  Week  Council 
(Carnegie  House,  117,  Piccadilly,  London,  W.  i) 
is  to  cultivate  sound  public  opinion  on  questions 
relative  to  the  welfare  of  mothers  and  of  children 
under  five,  and  it  is  quite  in  accord  with  this  policy 
that  the  Council  should  have  sent  the  following 
Resolution  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  : — 

"  That  the  matter  of  vaccination  in  relation  to 
infant  welfare  is  sufi&ciently  urgent  to  merit  the 
careful  attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
that  the  Ministry  should  take  all  possible  steps  to 
promote  more  universal  vaccination  of  childreti." 


Messrs.  Ashton  &  Parsons  have  made  a  gift  to 
Guy's  Hospital  of  ;^2,6oo,  to  be  paid  in  annual 
instalments  of  ;;^400  over  a  period  of  six-and-a-half 
years.  The  money  will  be  used  to  found  a  Parsons 
Fellowship  in  connection  with  research  on  diabetes 
mellitus. 


Mr.  William  Gemmell,  of  Glasgow,  has  left 
;^20,ooo  to  Glasgow  University,  on  trust,  for  the 
establishment  of  a  "  Samson  Gemmell  Chair " 
of  Medicine  or  Science,  in  memory  of  his  brother. 
Professor    Samson    Gemmell,    physician,    of    that 

University. 

■  ■ 

"THE  LAW'S  'A  MASS.'" 

— Mr.  Bumble. 

Now,  here's  a  health  to  '23 's  Prime  Minister  ; 
Who'll  steer  him  round  the  corners  they  must 
pass. 
It's  understood   throughout  all  ranks  wherein   I 
stir 
He's  not  the  kind  of  "  Law  "  you'd  call  "  a  hass." 

C.  B.  M. 
New  Year,   1923. 
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BOOK  UF  THE  WEEK. 


ROSStNAL.* 

The  publication  of  Mr.  Raymond's  previous 
book,  "Tell  England,"  is  so  recent  and  its  result 
so  successful  that  "  Rossenal  "  needs  no  introduc- 
tion from  us. 

This  time  the  author  describes  the  home  life  and 
somewhat  abnormal  character  of  a  single  boy,  in 
contrast  to  the  public  school  career  of  a  group  of 
boys  that  he  so  convincingly  portrayed  in  his  former 
work. 

David  Rossenal  is  in  the  invidious  position  of 
illegitimacy,  and  occupies  the  unusual  position  of 
the  adopted  dhild  of  his  own  father.  He  is  also 
mothered  by  his  mother's  sister,  Mrs.  Macassa, 
who  was  paid  handsomely  by  the  General  for  her 
services,  and  who,  it  is  hinted,  was  something 
more  than  a  housekeeper  to  him. 

So  young  David's  upbringing  admittedly  was 
somewhat  shady.  Albeit  the  General  was,  on  the 
surface,'  a  charming,  courtly  man,  who  was  de- 
voted to  the  little  son  he  did  not  acknowledge. 
"The  three  of  them  —  the  distinguished  baronet, 
the  lady  of  the  house,  and  David  Rossenal — would 
sit  down  to  breakfast  and  maintain  a  ceremonial 
silence  till  Sir  Gordon  saw  fit  to  utter  such  a  re- 
mark as  :  "Koko,  your  guardian  has  neither  butter 
nor  marmalade.  Always  look  after  the  ladies,  and 
especially  those  who  are  so  kind  to  you." 

About  nine  o'clock,  Mrs.  Macassa,  hardly  looking 
up  from  her  needle,  said  :  "  You  must  be  going  to 
bed  now,  David.  (Was  it  so  that  she  spoke  more 
gently  to  him  when  Sir  Gordon  was  present?)  " 
And  Sir  Gordon,  taking  out  his  cigar-case,  en- 
dorsed Mrs.  Macassa 's  words. 

"  Yes,  Koko,  go  to  bed  now.  You've  won. 
Surely  never  was  there  such  a  card-player.  Good- 
night, Koko.  Say  your  prayers  and  wash  your 
teeth.  Good-night,  Mr.  Koko  " — adding,  not  very 
relevantly,  "tell  the  truth  and  shame  the  devil." 

David,  knowing  it  was  useless  to  linger  longer, 
mounted  to  his  bedroom  and  his  nightly  terrors. 

David's  history  is  so  complicated  that  it  would 
be  hof>eless  to  attempt  to  disentangle  it  for  the 
reader  in  the  short  space  at  our  disposal,  but  we 
cannot  ignore  so  important  a  p>erson  as  his  mother, 
otherwise  "Auntie  Dora,"  otherwise  Madanie 
Chartreuse. 

"  Auntie  "  was  a  courtesy  title.  Some  such  inti- 
mate term  seemed  necessary,  since  everyone  had 
decided  that  a  beautiful  affection  existed  between 
her  and  David  Rossenal.  Auntie  Dora  loved  him 
to  the  extent  of  calling  him  her  sweetheart,  and 
David  for  his  part  certainlv  loved  her  much  better 
than  Mrs.  Macassa. 

Auntie  Dora  took  Monsieur  Chartreuse  to  hus- 
band in  France — "  picked  up  the  leash  and  brought 
him  behind  her  to  England.  She  trotted  him  into 
drawing-rooms  and  explained  his  points  as  one 
mi£?ht  with  a  bull-pup." 

Death  called  Sir  Gordon  urgently,  and  he  passed 
awav  without  making  the  provision  for  David  that 
he   had   no   doubt   intended.      David's  dream  of  a 


university  career  came  to  an  end,  and  he  endured 
for  a  time  the  ignominy  of  becoming  a  clerk  in 
th^  Army  and  Navy  Stores,  where  Sir  Gordon  had 
been  a  shareholder  and  honoured  customer. 

Later  on,  however,  he  became  a  junior  tutor  at 
a  preparatory  school,  and  once  more  he  indulged  in 
his  dreams  of  becoming  a  writer. 

David  fell  in  love,  early  in  life,  with  the  sister 
of  his  pupil,  Ivor  Angus. 

"  A  girl  with  her  hair  down  her  back  rose  from 
the  settee  and  approached  rather  shyly  :  her  hair 
was  the  auburn  hair  of  Ivor,  tied  loosely  with  a  ■ 
maize-coloured  bow,  but  breaking  away  from  her 
ears  in  a  sunny  mist ;  her  eyes  were  Ivor's  eyes, 
though  fringed  with  longer  lashes.  Her  white 
dress,  hanging  close  to  a  figure  as  spare  as  Ivor's, 
was  unadorned  save  for  a  huge  yellow  rose  at  her 
waist.  Her  arms,  white  and  bare,  made  David 
think  of  arum  lilies." 

A  foolish  wish  seized  him  to  stroke  her  hair. 
He  suspected  that  something  in  him  must  always 
be  hungry  and  unsatisfied  till  he  had  gathered  that 
form  into  his  arms  and  pressed  it  tightly  to 
himself. 

This  youthful  and  charming  romance  grew  and 
flourished.  David,  with  admirable  self-restraint  in 
one  so  young,  determined  to  accomplish  something 
before  he  offered  himself  to  the  girl  he  loved. 

He  describes  her  to  Mr.  Aitch,  his  former  tutor, 
who  had  been  his  salvation,  as  "  she's  rather  nice, 
I  think." 

At  this  Mr.  Aitch  went  off  into  such  a  roar  of 
laughter  as  drew  the  heads  of  the  coolies  and 
camels  towards  them.  (They  were  travelling  in 
Persia  at  the  time.) 

David,  much  incensed,  determined  that  if  he 
wanted  the  full  truth  he  should  have  it. 

"  Well,  she's  most  like  a  daffodil.  She's  too  soft 
for  a  yellow  tulip;  too  uncommon  for  a  buttercup; 
and  not  full-blown  enough  for  a  tea-rose." 

*'  Goodness!  "  said  Mr.  Aitch. 

"  W'ell,  you  asked  for  it,"  said  David,  sulkily — 
but  he  went  on  to  tell  Mr.  Aitch  how  he  had  re- 
solved to  achieve  something  before  beseeching  her 
hand. 

Mr.  Aitch  replied  by  telling  him  he  had  created 
a  work  of  art  in  which  he  believed.  "  That's  the 
utmost  a  man  can  vow  to — completed  work — ^that's 
all  that's  asked  of  him.  Victory  ends  there.  The 
next  things — applause,  remuneration,  and  such — 
rest  with  the  caprice  of  the  gods.  So  if  I  were 
you  I  should  go  home  and  propose  to  this  person." 

"  Would  you,  sir?  "  said  David. 

The  darkness  and  quiet  of  the  Eastern  night 
seemed  those  of  a  mosque ;  the  droning  chatter  of 
the  coolies  sounded  like  an  orison. 

David  talked  of  the  sp>ots  on  his  record  and  the 
tendencies  in  his  character  that  were  perverse,  but 
he  claimed  to  have  worshipped  two  ideals  and  to 
have  kept  loyal  to  them  :  he  had  kept  his  art  pure 
and  himself  virgin-bodied  for  his  wife. 

"  Of  course,"  murmured  Mr.  Aitch. 

H.  H. 

*  By  Ernest  Raymond.     (Cassell  &  Co.) 
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MAINLY    ABOUT     BOOKS. 

The  Christmas  number  of  M.  A.  B.,  compiled 
by  T.  Fisher  Unwin,  Ltd.,  i,  Adelphi  Terrace, 
London,  is  a  most  enlightening  pamphlet,  which 
tells  one  in  concise  form  all  the  news  about  coming 
books.  From  it  we  learn  that  many  admirers 
and  readers  of  the  late  Olive  Schreiner  will  be 
interested  to  hear  that  there  is  to  be  at  least  two 
further  volumes  from  her  pen.  The  first,  a 
companion  to  "  Dreams  "  ;  but  it  is  through  "  A 
Story  of  an  African  Farm  "  that  Olive  Schreiner 
expressed  her  genius — an  incomparable  book. 
Mrs.  Cameron's  new  book,  "  Two  Years  in  the 
Southern  Seas,"  depicts  the  beauties  and  perils 
of  the  fascinating  South  Seas.  It  is  a  vivacious 
description  of  a  remarkable  100,000  mile  journey, 
beautifully  illustrated  with  photographs.  From  it 
we  get  a  glimpse  of  the  leper  settlement  at  Molokai. 
She  writes  ;  ' 

"  A  piece  of  rare  good  fortune  gave  me  the 
unique  opportunity  to  inspect,  with  the  legislators 
of  the  Hawaiian  Territory,  U.S.A.,  the  Leper 
Settlement  at  Molokai.  Only  once  in  two  years 
do  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  Govern- 
ment pay  a  visit  to  the  martyred  lepers,  to  inquire 
as  to  their  condition,  listen  to  their  complaints 
if  they  have  any,  and  assist  the  sufferers.  A 
delegation  of  fifty  legislators  embarked  on  the 
s.s.  Mikayala,  leaving  Honolulu  at  11  p.m. 

"  The  only  women  of  the  party  were  the  Rev. 
Mother  Superior,  a  nun  and  myself. 

"  At  present  there  are  512  lepers  on  the  island, 
and  90  clean  people,  whilst  173  lepers  are  now 
taking  regular  chaulmoogra  oil  treatment,  but 
the  supply  of  oil  has  been  difficult  to  obtain.  With 
tears  in  their  eyes,  the  lepers  plead  to  be  given  the 
oil,  some  have  it  injected  in  their  arms,  and  the)' 
flock  immediately  at  the  signal  to  get  into  line. 
Others  take  the  oil  in  capsules  three  times  a  day. 
The  delegates  of  the  Government  have  promised 
that  they  shall  have  as  much  of  this  healing 
agent  as  they  require. 

"At  the  Kalihi  Hospital,  Honolulu,  145  leprosy 
patients  have  been  paroled  from  that  Institution 
without  a  single  one  showing  a  recurrence  of  the 
disease.  The  doctors  are  confident  that  positive 
cures  are  proved  with  the  use  of  this  oil,  and  the 
formerly  afflicted  resume  their  normal  health. 
"  The  only  bad  features,"  added  one  of  the  senators 
'  is  that  the  restored  invalids  cannot  grow  new 
parts.'  Nature  is  not  equal  to  the  job  of  repairing 
the  damages  wrought  by  leprosy.  I  ventured  to 
speak  of  the  wonderfully  natural  hands,  fingers, 
and  limbs  which  England  and  France  have  turned 
out  for  our  men  crippled  by  the  war.  These 
almost  perfect  members  might  be  a  great  help 
to  discharged  lepers.  Dr.  Goodhue  admitted  the 
truth  of  this  suggestion,  and  went  on  to  remark 
that  leprosy  is  not  hereditary.  For  example, 
out  of  a  batch  of  twenty-four  children  of  leper 
parents,  not  one  has  developed  the  disease. 
Leprosy  is  infectious   by  inoculation — a  slight  cut 


— ^touch — close  association,  and  there  are  cases 
where  people  have  lived  for  years  vnth  lepers 
and  never  been  afflicted. 

"  A  judge  at  Molokai  has  a  leper  wife  with  whom 
he  lives — yet  he  remains  without  a  blemish.  It  is|a 
mystery  why  some  people  are  liable  to  the  disease 
and  others  not.  The  doctors  claim  that  tuberculosis 
is  much  more  contagious  than  leprosy,  and  much 
more  dangerous  to  humanity.  As  a  matter  fof 
fact,  ten  times  as  many  people  are  suffering  and 
dying  from  tuberculosis,  yet  they  are  at  large. 
The  use  of  the  chaulmoogra  oil  goes  back  to 
antiquity  ;  for  years  it  was  used  internally  in  the 
crude  state,  but  it  is  obnoxious  to  the  stomach, 
even  when  taken  in  capsules.  For  those  who 
cannot  retain  the  oil,  the  injections  are  resorted  to, 
to  achieve  the  same  effect.  The  Dean  specific, 
says  Dr.  Goodhue,  in  addition  to  other  advantages, 
has  been  of  untold  benefit  in  cases  of  chronic  eye 
trouble — and  the  sight  of  the  patients  so  afflicted 
is  improving  steadily.  The  seeds  of  the  real 
chaulmoogra-tree  {Taroktogenous  Kurzii)  are  found 
in  Burma,  and  many  have  been  sent  to  the  Hawai- 
ian Islands." 


COMING    EVENTS. 

December  315^. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation, 194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Early  members 
of  the  Association  to  be  entertained  at  the  Club. 

345  pm. 

January  ist. — New  Year's  Day,  1923. 

January  loth  to2^th,  1923. — Issue  of  and  return 
of  Ballot  Papers  in  the  Election  of  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Representatives,  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales. 


LAST    WORDS    FOR    1922. 

Old  Carol. 

King  Jesus  hath  a  garden,  fuU  of  divers  flow'rs, 

Where  I  go  culhng  posies  gay,  aU  times  and  hours. 

There  naught  is  heard  but  Paradise  bird. 

Harp,  dulcimer,  lute. 
With  cymbal.  Trump  and  tymbal. 
And  the  tender,  soothing  flute. 


Science  and  the   Frontiers  of  Life. 

"  Two  opposing  laws  seem  to  me  now  in  contest.  The 
one  a  law  of  blood  and  death  opening  out  each  day 
new  modes  of  destruction,  forces  the  nations  to  be 
always  ready  for  battle.  The  other,  a  law  of  peace, 
work,  and  health,  whose  only  aim  is  to  deliver  man 
from  the  calamities  which  beset  him.  The  one  seeks 
violent  conquests,  the  other  the  relief  of  mankind. 
The  one  places  a  single  life  above  all  victories,  the 
other  sacrifices  hundreds  of  thousands  of  lives  to  the 
ambition  of  a  single  individual.  The  law  of  which  we 
are  the  instruments  strives  even  through  carnage  to 
cure  ,the  wounds  due  to .  the  law  of  war.  Treatment 
by  our  antiseptic  methods  may  preserve  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  soldiers.  Which  of  the  two  will  prevail  ? 
God  only  knows.  But  of  this  we  may  be  sure,  that 
science,  in  obeying  the  laws  of  humanity,  will  always 
labour  to  enlarge  the  frontiers  of  life." 

— Louis  Pasteur. 
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LETTERS    TO    THE    EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

"  BLAMING  IT  ON  TO  EVE." 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — When  Miss  Lloyd-Still  stated  at 
the  last  General  Nursing  Council  that,  owing  to 
my  wishes  that  the  ballot  should  be  secret,  the 
addressing  of  envelopes  and  distribution  of  voting 
papers  was  given  to  an  outside  firm,  I  was  greatly 
astonished  that  a  lady  in  the  position  of  a  Matron 
of  one  of  our  principal  training  schools  should  be 
so  ignorant  of  the  matter  of  elections.  She  evi- 
dently did  not  know  that  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot 
depends  not  upon  who  sends  out  blank  papers, 
but  upon  who  receives  them  when  they  are  returned. 
This  lady  must  have  known,  as  I  know,  that  the 
marked  papers  were  being  returned  to  the  G.N.C. 
Office. 

When,  by  a  curious  coincidence,  a  lay  nursing 
paper  published  on  the  same  day  almost  the  same 
statement,  I  thought  it  time  to  place  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  my  solicitor. 

I  may  add  that  I  have  written  to  this  ladv, 
pointing  out  that  her  statement,  which  has  no 
foundation  in  fact,  is  likely  to  prejudice  my  re- 
election to  the  Council.  I  enclose  the  corres- 
pondence. 

I  wrote  also  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  with 
regard  to  the  statement  in  the  paper,  pointing  out 
that  he,  above  all  others,  was  in  a  position  to  know 
that  the  minority  had  no  responsibility  whatever 
for  the  election  fiasco,  and  asking  him,  as  Chairman, 
to  refute  this  inaccurate  statement.  His  reply  to 
my  letter  was  :  "I  never  take  part  in  newspaper 
controversy." 

Yours  faithfully, 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
The  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses, 
December  22nd,  1922. 


[Copy.'] 

62,  Oxford  Street,  W.  i. 

December  i6th,  1922. 

Dear   Miss    Lloyd-Still, — 

Re.  G.N.C.  Election. 

At  the  General  Nursing  Council  meeting  yester- 
day, you  stated  that  the  envelopes  to  be  addressed 
were  sent  to  an  outside  firm  by  Miss  MacCallum's 
wishes  in  order  to  make  the  ballot  secret.  As  this 
mis-statement  will  be  very  prejudicial  to  my  re- 
election to  the  Council,  I  ask  you  to  withdraw'it  as 
publicly  as  you  made  it. 

I  have  no  knowledge  or  information  of  any  sort 
as  to  what  arrangements  the  members  of  the 
Council  who  have  undertaken  this  business  have 


made,  as  it  was  never  brought  before  the  Council 
for  discussion.  Had  it  been  so,  I  should  have 
opposed  it  strenuously. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
Miss  Lloyd-Still, 

Matron,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  S.E. 


[Copy.] 

St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  S.E.  i. 

December  20th,  1922. 
Dear  Miss  MacCallum, — In  reply  to  your  letter 
of  December  i6th,  I  think  you  are  mistaken. 
I  have  referred  both  to  my  own  recollections  and 
to  the  shorthand  notes,  and  find  that  neither 
support  the  statement  you  give  in  your  letter  as 
having   been  made  by  me. 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  A.  Lloyd  Still. 
To  Miss  Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary,  The  Professional  Union 
of  Trained  Nurses. 

[Our  issue  of  December  23rd  corroborates  Miss 
MacCallum's  statement.  The  clerical  method  and 
cost  of  carrying  out  the  Election  were  not  brought 
before  the  Finance  Committee  or  the  Council, 
as  they  should  have  been.  The  Chairman  as  Return- 
ing Officer,  has  taken  entire  responsibility.  It 
will  be  observed  that  throughout  his  Apologia  to 
the  nurse  -  constituents  he  addresses  them  in  the 
first  person  singular.  It  only  remains  for  the 
nurses  to  pay  the  cost  of  two  elections  instead 
of  one — unless  they  have  the  courage  to  seek 
redress. — Ed.] 

KERNELS     FRO/Vl     CORRESPONDENCE. 

"  The  Nurses'  Money." 
Miss  Amy  Moore,  Liver fjool. — "  After  reading 
the  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  on  December  15th,  can  anyone 
wonder  that  thousands  of  well  trained  nurses 
hesitate  to  register  ?  If  this  was  a  man's  Council 
for  which  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  responsible, 
would  it  be  permitted  to  disgrace  itself  and  treat 
them  in  the  manner  the  medical  bosses  and 
matrons  treat  women  nurses  (the  male  nurses,  I 
note,  get  preferential  terms)  ?  Certainly  not. 
The  waste  of  money  over  this  double  election — 
the  Darbyshire  job — and  the  Registrar's  hundred 
guinea  '  rest  cure,'  is  perfectly  scandalous.  No 
wonder  they  object  to  Miss  MacCallum  reminding 
them  it  is  the  '  Nurses'  Money  '  which  is  being 
squandered." 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION    QUESTIONS. 

January  6ih,  1923. — ^What  preparations  would 
you  make,  and  what  apparatus  would  you  put  out 
for  the  Infusion  of  Blood  ?  Under  what  con- 
ditions might  Infusion  of  Blood  be  necessary  ? 

January  i^th. — What  purposes  are  served  by 
{a)  chyme;  (6)  chyle;  (c)  pancreatic  juice ;  and 
(d)  bile  ? 
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THe   Midwife. 


CENTRAL    MIDWIVES'    BOARD. 

P  A  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  was 
held  at  i,  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings,  West- 
minster, on  Thursday,  December  2rst,  Sir  Francis 
Champneys  presiding. 

Report  of  Standing  Committee. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Miss  E.  M.  Anderton 
asking  that  she  may  be  admitted  to  examination 
on  a  four  months'  course  of  midwifery  training 
in  consequence  of  the  possession  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  Certificate  obtained  as  a  result 
of  three  j'^ears'  training  at  the  Reigate  and  Red 
Hill  Hospital.  It  was  resolved  that  the  applica- 
tion be  not  granted. 

Letters  were  received  from  Drs.  Hellier,  Murray 
and  Savage  as  to  the  recent  increase  in  the  per- 
centage of  failure  at  the  Leeds,  Liverpool  and 
Birmingham  Centres  respectively. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  urging  that  action 
should  be  taken  by  amending  Section  i  sub- 
section (2)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  or  other- 
wise, in  order  to  prevent  unqualified  persons  from 
attending  women  in  childbirth  without  the  effective 
direction  of  a  qualified  medical  practitioner. 

In  connection  with  this  letter  a  resolution  of  the 
County  Councils'  Association  to  the  effect  that 
Section  i  (2)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  should  be 
amended  so  as  to  ensure  that  in  no  case,  save  an 
unpreventable  emergency,  shall  an  uncertified 
woman  for  gain  attend  women  in  childbirth  other- 
wise than  under  the  direct  physical  supervision 
of  a  qualified  medical  practitioner  was  considered. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  and  the  Secretary  of  the  County 
Councils'  Association  be  informed  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  the  words  "  under  the 
direction  of  "  in  Section  1  (2)  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1902,  mean  "  in  the  presence  and  under  the 
direction  of."  The  Section  also  includes  the 
words  "  habitually  and  for  gain  "  which  are  un- 
necessary, lead  to  confusion  and  generally  render 
the  Section  futile.  The  Board  will  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  pressing  for  the  necessary  amend- 
ments. 

Applications  of  Certified  Midwives  for  Ap- 
proval AS  Teacher. 
The  following  applications  were  granted  : — - 
Edith  Downing,  No.  29057  ;  Ivy  Muriel  Robert- 
son, No.  42233  ;  Elizabeth  Rushton,  No.  47385  ; 
Elizabeth  Anne  Waters,  No.  30908  ;  Marianne 
Wenden,  No.  47454. 

Reciprocal  Recognition. 
The  Secretary  reported  that  in  conformity  with 
the  Board's  Resolution  of  July  25th,  191 8,  he  had 
placed  on  the  Roll  the  name  of  the  following 
woman  holding  a  Certificate  of  having  passed  the 
Examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for 
Scotland  : — Euphemia   Cameron,    No.    58708. 


Applications  were  received  from  the  following 
women  for  the  removal  of  their  names  from  the 
Roll  on  the  grounds  specified  : — Alice  Charlotte 
Feast  (21236),  ill  health;  Pamela  Gascoigne 
(2307),  old  age  and  ill  health  ;  Julia  Hanshaw 
(7214),  ill  health  ;  Sophia  Mary  Wickham  (34059), 
old  age  and  ill  health. 

The  Board  resolved  that  the  applications  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
remove  their  names  from  the  Roll  of  Midwives 
and  to  cancel  their  Certificates. 

Meetings  in  1923. 

The  dates  of  the  Ordinary  Board  Meetings  to  be 
held  in  1923  were  considered. 

Resolved  that  the  dates  of  the  Ordinary  Meetings 
be  fixed  as  follows  : — January  25th,  February  22nd, 
March  22nd,  April  26th,  May  24th,  June  21st, 
July  26th,  October  nth,  November  15th,  Decem- 
ber 13th. 

Conference  with  Inspectors  of  Midwives. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  result  of  a  Con- 
ference which  the  Solicitor  and  he  had  had  with  a 
deputation  from  the  Association  of  Inspectors  of 
Midwives  on  the  subject  of  issuing  citations  in 
penal  cases  before  the  receipt  of  statutory  de- 
clarations made  by  the  Inspectors  of  Midwives 
concerned. 

The  suggestions  of  the  Solicitor  and  the  Secre- 
tary were  approved. 

CENTRAL   MIDWIVES'  BOARD   FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Hobbs,  Certified  Midwife,  No.  798, 
197,  Hamilton  Road,  HaHway,  Cambuslang,  was 
recently  cited  to  appear  before  the  Board  for 
breaches  of  the  Rules,  failure  to  take  and  record 
pulse  and  temperatures,  failure  to  keep  Register  of 
Cases,  failure  to  send  for  medical  assistance  in  a 
case  of  emergency  and  to  be  generally  incapable 
of  carrying  out  the  Rules.  The  charges  were 
found  proved  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
cancel  her  certificate  and  to  remove  her  name 
from  the  Roll,  and  further  to  prohibit  her  from 
attending  women  in  childbirth  in  any  other 
capacity. 

BELFAST  MATERNITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  inspiring  announcement  was  made  at  a 
Sale  of  Work  held  recently  on  behalf  of  the  Belfast 
Maternity  Hospital  that  Miss  Riddel,  a  generous 
benefactor  to  City  charities,  proposed  to  give  the 
sum  of  ;^9,ooo  to  the  Endowment  Fund  of  the 
hospital. 

The  gift  has  come  at  a  very  opportune  moment, 
as  the  income  has  been  insufficient  of  recent  years 
to  meet  the  expenditure,  and  additional  expense 
has  been  incurred  by  the  establishment  of  an  ante-  ^A 
natal  cHnic,  and  other  developments  are  in 
progress. 
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